


FURTHER PAPERS 


RESFKCTiNO 


THE CASE 


THE RAJA OF SATTARA. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED IN CONFORMI'TY WITH A RESOLU'IION OF THE GENERAL COURT OF 
PROPRIETORS OP EAST-INDIA STOCK of tuf 23»d Jok*. 1841. 

By J. cox AND SONS, 75. GREAT QUEEN STREET. 


. 1841 . 




LIST OF FURTHER PAPERS 


Treaty with Raja of Sattara ••• mmm ... dated 25th September 

Schedule of Territory and Revenue ceded to Maharaj-t 25th 
Pertaub Shean. J 


PAGE 

1819 1 

— » 


EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
23 rd Augusty 18~0. 


ENCLOSURES IN LETTER FROM AGENT AT SATTARA TO COMMISSIONER 

OF POONA, 

Dated 25lh Mag, 1820 :— 


-B.- 


Terms of Agreement on part of Honourable Company for-i . 

U. P. Renooka Baee Dufflay, &c.22nd April 

^reement on 
Dufilay, &c. 


Dufflay 

—B.— 

Agreement on part of Raja of Sattara respecting R. B.! 

> ••• ••• ••• ••• 9 

—C., No.2.— 

Terms on part of Honourable Company for S. &c. Noik-)^ 
Nimbalkur, &c. • 

—D., No. 2_ 

Ditto ditto Rao S. M. M. Purseram, &c. 

—C., No. 4.— 

Agreement on part of Raja of Sattara, respecting R. S. J.) 

R. Naik Nimbalkur, Ac. ... ... ... ...J 

—D., No.4.— 

Ditto ditto respecting Rajce Sree Purseram, &c. 

—E., No. 2.— 

Terms fixed on part of 1 lonourable Company with M.M.*) 

Ciiimuajec, &c. Punt Suchew. ...I 

—F-, No. 4.— 

Agreement on part of Raja of Sattara respecting R. S.) 
Chimnajee, &c. Punt Suchew ... ... ... ...1 


1820 


— 11 

— IS 

- 11 

— 17 

— 18 

— 20 


EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

■Wi October, 1820. 


Extract Letter from Agent at Sattara to W. Chaplin, j 1st September 1820 

Lbq.^ &c. Sec. --- — ... ... ... ...J 


EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
SQth August, 1827. 


Letter from Resident at Sattara to Secretary to Government, dated 13th August (No. 68) 1827 

Yad on part of his Highness to Resident . without date — 

|inute by the President ... . 24th August (No. 78) — * 

i ooStten to Punt Suchew through Persian Secretary without date (No. 79) — 

b Mr. Chief Secretary Newnham to Resident at-i ^ ^ 

••• ••• ••• ••• ...J 


22 

24 

2G 

ib. 

27 


ii. 



VI 


LIST OF PAPERS 


EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

19<A September, 183^ 

Letter from J. Warden, Esq., to Secretary to Government, dated 25th August (No.3209) 1832 
Ditto from ditto to Resident at Sattara ... 3rd — — 

Ditto from Resident at Sattara to J. Warden, Esq., &c. 13th — — 

Ditto from Mr. Chief Secretary Newnham to G. W. An--» 16th April (No 32111 1827 

Ditto from W. Chaplin, Esq., &c., to Mr. Chief Secretary^ January (No. 10) 1825 


Ditto from ditto to Resident at Sattara 

Ditto from Resident at Sattara to J. Warden, Esq., &c. 
Ditto from Mr. Chief Secretary Newnham to G. W. An--» 
derson. Esq., &c. ... ... ... ... .../ 

Ditto from W. Chaplin, Esq., &c., to Mr. Chief Secretary-) 
Newnham ... ... ... ... ... ...J 

Ditto from Mr. Chief Secretary Newnham to Commis- i 
sionerin Deccan ... ... ... ... .../ 

Extract ditto from late Commissioner in Deccan to-) 
Government ... ... ... ... ... ...J 

Letter from G. W. Anderson, Esq., to Mr, Secretary Norris 
Ditto from Mr. Secretary Norris to J. A. Dunlop, Esq. ... 
Ditto from Mr. Secretary Bax to Resident at Sattara 


24th May 

9th April 
24th — 
13 th Sept. 


{No.98) 


— 1827 

(No. 643) — 

(No. 3212) 1832 


EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

lOthOctober, 1832. 

Letter from Lieut. Col. Lodwick to Mr. Secretary Bax... dated 19th Sept. (No. 3494) 1832 

Copy of Letter from Honourable the Governor to the Punt-, 

A-' . J. 28th Aug. — 1827 

otXCilGIV ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• •••J 

Minute by Governor ... ... ... ... ... 4th Oct. (No. 3495) 1832 

Letter from Mr. Secretary pax to Agent for Sirdars in-. _ __ 

the Deccan ... ... ... ... ... ..._)* 

Ditto from Mr. Secretary Bax to Resident at Sattara ... — (No. 3497) — 


EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
r\tti March, 183.5. 


Extract Memorandum by Mr. AVarden ... ... ... d 

Letter from C. Norris, Esq., to Resident at Sattara 
Ditto from Lieut.-Col. Lodwick to C. Norris, Esq. 

Ditto from ditto to Mr. Secretary Willoughby 

Substance of Conversation at interview with his Highness-^ 
the Raja of Sattara, on 16th June, 1836 ... ... j 

Translation of Yad, No. 7, from his Highness the Raja of^ 
Sattara to the Resident... ... ... ... ...i 

Minute by Governor, subscribed to by the Board 
Extract from Mr. Elphinstonc’s instructions to Capt. Grant 
Extract Letter from Resident, Poona, to Governor General 
Ditto from Chief Secretary of Supreme Government to-) 
Honourable Mr. Elphinstonc ... ... ... ...-/ 

Extract Letter from Colonel Robertson, Resident at.^ 
Sattara ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ( 


2nd Feb. (No. .5-15) 

1835 

39 

9th Mar. (No. 548) 

— 

46 

3rd July 

— 

ib. 

20 th June 

1836 

42 

— 

— 

43 

16th — 

— 

44 

27th April 

18.37 

45 

8th — 

1818 

52 

18th June 

— 

ib. 

26th Sept. 

— 

54 

Slst De& 

1831 

ib. 


EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

8(A July, 1835. 


Letter from Resident at Sattara to Secretary to Government, dated 24th June (No. 1725) 1835 

'.Translation of Memorandum (No. 8) from his Highness! , _ . 

the Raja to Resident at Sattara ... ...-I ' *. ■ , 



LIST OF PAPERS. 


EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

9MhMayy 1837. 

Letter from Acting Agent at Dharwar to Mr. Secretary-) page 

Willoughby .5th Dec. (No. 2210) 1835 64 

Ditto from Mr. Secretary Willoughby to Resident at\ 

Sattara.J 20th May (No. 2211) 1837 65 


LETTERS FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA TO THE GOVERN¬ 
MENT OF BOMBAY. 


Letter from Secretary to Government of India to Chief-) 

Secretary Government of Bombay ... ... .../ 2nd Oct. 

Ditto from Mr. Secretary Macnaghten to Mr. Chief Se--) 

cretary Wathen ./ — 


1837 66 
— 68 


CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE VAKEELS OP THE EX-R.4JA 
OF SATTARA AND THE COURT OF DIRECTORS. 


Letter from E. B. R. Sirkey, B. R.Wittul, and M. A. Alee-. 

to Court of Directors ... ... ... ... .../ 

Ditto from M. A. Alec to Court of Directors 
Translation of a Memorandum, No. 45, sent by Resident^ 
of Sattara to his Highness the Maharaj ... ...i 

Ditto from ditto No. 22,3, from the Maharaj-) 

Chutraputtee of Sattara... ... ... ... ...i 

Translation of Letter which accompanied address of Va—> 
keels to the Court, dated 26th November, 1839, to 
Court of Directors from his Highness the ex-Raja ofj 

Letter from J. C. Mclvill, Esq., to Vakeels of the ex-Rajai 
of Sattara ... ... ... ... ... ... I 

Ditto from Vakeels of cx.Raja of Sattara to Court of-)^ 
Directors ... ... ... ... ... ... i 

Petition from M. A. Alee, Vakeel of ex-Raja of Sattara,-)^ 
to Court of Directors ... ... ... ... ...J 

Letter from J. C. Melvill, Esq., to M. A. Alee ... 

Ditto from the Vakeels of the ex-Raja of Sattara to Courts 
of Directors ... ... ... ... ... 

Translation of Letter from A.Luximun (one of the Assist-1 
ant Treasurers of the deposed Raja of Sattara) to I 
K. S. B. S. Raja Sirkey, at London ... ... ...J 


Treaty between the Raja of Sattara and Honourable East--) 
India Company ... . .. .../ 


ed 26th Nov. 

1839 

70 

— 

— 

77 

21st Feb. (No. 2) 

1839 

85 

— 

' — 


10th Nov. 

18.33 

86 

J4th Dec. 

1839 

91 

7th Jan. 

1840 

92 

14th Sept. 

— 

97 

7 th Oct. 

— 

98 

8th Feb. 

1841 

ib. 

24 th Juno 

1840 

no 

11th Sept. 

1839 

III 


PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE GRANT OF ENAM LANDS TO 
BALLAJEE PUNT NATHOO. 


/f^l]pterfrom Bombay Government to Court of Directors... dated 27th Jan. 


1841 112 



LIST OF PAPERS 


iriu 


EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
Dated Jan. 1841. 


Xjetter from Lieut.>Col. Ovans to Mr. Secretary Willoughby dated 22ndDec. (No. 528) 
Translation of Yad (No. 275) from Raja of Sattara to\ 

Resident... ... . .-* 

Certificates from GovernorBM.Elphinstone and Sir J. Mai-*) 
colm, dated ISth November, 1827, and 3rd December, l 
1830 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... j 

Minute by Governor 

Letter from Mr. Secretary Willoughby to Resident at Sattara 
Ditto from Court of Directors to Government of Bombay 


6th — 


Oth Jan. 

25th Jan. (No. 263) 
7th April (No. 8) 


PACE 
1840 113 

— i6. 


— 114 

1841 115 

— 116 

— i6. 


(Signed) T. L. PEACOCK, 

East-India House, Examiner of India Currcs{x>ndcnce. 

July 7th, 1841. 



SATTARA 


PAPERS. 


TREATY WITH THE RAJA OF SATTARA, 

Dated 25th September, 1819. 

TREATY of perpetual Friendship and Alliance between, the Ho¬ 
nourable East-India Company and his Highness Maharaja Per- 
TAUB Shean, his Heirs and Successors, concluded at Sattara, the 
2bfh of September, 1819, by Captain James Grant, Political 
Agent .on the part of the Honourable East-India (Company, and 
Wetter Punt P'lriiNAWF.ESE, on the part of the Raja, by virtue 
of full powers from their respective Goverrmients. 

Wii erea s the British Governineut having determined, in consideration of the 
aiiti(tuity of the house of his Highness the Raja of Sattara, to invest him with 
a sovereignty sufficient for the maintenance of his family in comfort and 
dignity, the following articles have been agreed to between the said Govern¬ 
ment and his Highness. 

Article I.—The British Government agrees to cede in perpetual sovereignty 
to the Raja of Sattara, his heirs and successors, the districts specified in the 
annexed schedule. 

Article H.—^The Raja, for himself, and for his heirs and successors, engages 
to hold the territory in subordinate co-operation with the British Government, 
and to be guided in all matters by the advice of the British Agent at his 
Highness’s Court. 

Article III.—The British Government charges itself with the defence of the 
Raja’s territories, and engages to protect his Highness from all injury and 
aggression. The Raja, for himself, and for his heirs and successors, engages 
to afford every facility to the purchase of supplies for such troops as may 
be stationed in his country or may pass through it; and the, pasture lands 
now appropriated for the use of the troops are to- be permanently given up 
to them. The Raja likewise, for himself, and for his heirs and successors, 
engages to afford all the assistance in his power to the British Government, 
in all wars and military operations in which it may be engaged. 

Article IV.—His Highness, for himself, and for his heirs and successors, en¬ 
gages at no time to increase or diminish the military force without the previous 
knowjjgdge and consent of the British Government. 

’Artife^,—^The Raja, for himseli^nd for his heirs and successors, engages 
to forblpafeom all intercourste with foreign powers, and with all Sirdars, 
Jag’^eqfffls; Chiefs, and Ministers, and all persons of whatever description. 
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PAPERS. 

Treaty with the 
Raja of Sattara, 
25 Sept. 1B19. 



TREATY WITH THE 


SATTAllA who are not by the above articles rendered subject to his Highness’s authority. 

PAPERS. With all the above persons • his Highness, for himself, and for .hi.s heirs and 

Treatv^lilthe successors, engages to have no connexion or correspondenep. Any atfairs that 
Raja of Sattara, may arise with them- relating to his Highness are to be exclusively conducted 
25 Sept. 1819. by the British Government. If (for the purpose of forming inatrimtmial con¬ 
nexions for his Highness’s family, or for any similar purpose) his Highness has 
occasion to communicate with persons not rendered subject to his authority 
by this agreement, such communication is to be made entirely through the 
Political Agent. 

This article is a fundamental condition of the prc.scnt agreement, and any 
departure from it on the Raja’s j)art shall subject him to the loss of all the 
advantages he may gain by the said agreement. 

Article VI.—The Raja shall ultimately have the entire arrangement of the 
country now ceded to him; but as it is necessary, on account of the recent 
conquest of the country, that it should at first be governed with ])articular 
care and prudence, the administration will, for the jne.scnt, remain in the 
hands of the British Political Agent. That offit^cr will, however, conduct the 
govcriiuumt in the Raja’s name, and in consultation with his Highness: and 
in proportion as his llighncss and his officers shall acquire experience, and 
evince their ability to govern the country, the BritishGovcrnineiiit will gradually 
transfer the whole administration into their hands, lie will, however, at all 
times attend, as above agreed, to the advice which the British Political Agent 
shall offer him, for the good of his state, and for the maintenance of general 
tranquillity. 

Article VII.—^The posse.s.sions of the Jagheerdars within his Highncs,s'.s terri¬ 
tory are to be under the guarantee of the British Covtn nmeut; which, on the 
other hand, engages to secure their jjerforraing the service which they owe to 
his Highness according to established custom. 

Article VII1.—All persons guilty of murder, treason, robbery, or other great 
offences, who may fly from the territories of the Company into those of the 
Raja, are to be given up to the British Government. In like manner, all 
criminals, as above described, who may fly into the territories of the British 
Government, arc to be given up to the Raja. For the better execution of 
justice and prevention of crimes, the Raja consents that the offveers ol' the 
British Government may pursue .such criminals and apprehend them in his 
territory. 

Article IX.—The ghauts are to be the general boundary of the Raja’s terri¬ 
tory towards the Coiican. Where no specific exception is made, those moun¬ 
tains are to be included within his Highness’s territory. 

A survey is to be undertaken as soon as convenient, to fix the frontier where 
the mountains run into the plain. The British Government reserves to itself 
the right of retaining such portions of the mountains, so situated, as may be 
necessary to make a clear frontier, or for other purposes. 

The British Government also reserves to itself the right of cutting timber on 
the western sides of the ghauts. The customs in the line of ghauts are to be 
levied by the Company, and an equivalent allowed to the Raja. 

Article X.-^The Honoqrable Company and the Raja agree to enter, as 
soon as may be convenient, on a commercial treaty; and in the mean time, 
the Raja for himself, and for his heirs and successors, engages to adopt the 
same system with regard to customs as that which may be adopted by the 
British Government in its adjoining territories. 

Article XI.—This treaty, consisting of eleven articles, being this day 
settled and concluded at Sattara, by Captain James Grant and Wittuj Punt 
Furnaweese, Captain Grant has delkSg^l to his Highness, Mahargia/*/ertaub 
Shean, a copy of the same in Engli^-'-'Mahratta, and Persian,,/ der the 
seal and signature of the said Captain James Grant; and his Maha¬ 

raja Pertaub Shean has delivered , to the said Captain James-Granina; her 
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copy, also in English, Mahratta, and Persian, bearing his Highness’s seal and 
signature; and the aforesaid Captain James Grant has engaged to procure and 
deliver to his Highness, without delay, a copy of the same, duly ratified by 
his Excellency the Most Noble Francis Marcjuis of Hastings, K.G., one of 
his Britannic Majesty’s Most Honourable l*rivy Council, Governor General 
in Council, appointed by the Honourable Company to direct and control all 
their affairs in the East-Indies, Commander-in-Chief of his Majesty’s and the 
Honourable Company’s Forces, &c., on the receipt of which by his said High¬ 
ness tliis said treaty shall be deemed complete and binding on the Honourable 
East-Iudia Company and on his Highness Raja Pcrtaub Shean, and the copy 
now delivered to his said Highness shall be returned. 

Ratified by the Governor General in Council, this 27th day of November, 
1811). 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Treatv with the 
Raja of Sattara, 
S5 Sept. 1619. 


ScHEm'i.K of the Territory and Revenue ceded to his Highness Maharaja Scliechileof 
Pertaub Shean of Sattara, by the first Article of the Treaty concluded at „ Territory and 
Sattara, the 25th September, 1811), and to which this Schedule is hJij2araj!i*^Pertaub 
annexed. Shean. 

1. That portion of Nurthurcc in the Poona Prant, and that share of Seer- 
wul which lies south of the Neera river. 

2. The whole of the Woee Prant, including the following nine turruffs, viz .— 


1. Kuwullec, 

2. Waghsowlcc, 
I). Nee mb. 


4. Kory Gaoni, 

5. Sattara, 

G. Mchra, 


7. Purelee, 

8. Koodal, 

9. Wundun. 


3. The whf)le of the Jowlie soobah, from the line at which the ghauts join 
the plain in the Concan, and including the following nine turruffs, viz .— 


1. Baruh Moorrcc, 

2. Sonat Salsay, 

3. Tomb, 


7. Bamuhowlcc, 

8. Kandat Khora, 

9. Zore Khora. 


4. Alagaoiu, 

5. Kerumb Khora, 

6. Hailwuk, 

The forts of Pertaubgurh, Wassota, Byroogurh, and 
tions to this. These four forts arc to be garrisoned and held by the British 
Government during its pleasure; hut the lands immediately attached to them, 
and within the line aforesaid, are to belong to the Raja. 

4. The whole of tlie Prant Kurrar, including the following ten tui'ruffs, viz .— 


Prichetgurh, are excep- 


1. Oomruz, 

2. Targaom, 

3. Naneyhole, 

4. Tarela, 


5. Murlce, 

0. Patun, 

7. Waroon, 

8. Huwcclee, 


9. 

10 . 


Kola, 

Barsa. 


5. The whole of Kuttoo Dis, including the following twelve turruffs, viz. 


1. Hawalee, 5. Nunsur, 

2. Malowrce, G. Mainee, 

3. Waugee, 7. Lulgoona, 

4. * Balowncc, 8. Ouna, 

6. The whole of Fultun Dis. 

7. The whole of Maun Dis, including the following ten turruffs, viz.- 


9. Eetah, 

10. Kurraigaom, 

11. Kaleedoon, 

12. Kanapore. 


8 . 


1. Auklooz, 

2. Balawnee, 
. 3. Velapore, 

4. Muswar, 

T 

fv 1 


5. Atparee 

6. D^gaom, 

7. Dhurumpooree, 

8. Na 


9. Kassagaom, 
10. Punderpore. 


owing turruffs and villages in the pergunna of Beejapore, viz. —i* 
augpla, I 2; Gerdee, I 3. Brimmapoorhee. 
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In Munguluchra the whole village of Koopsaugee: and the Raja having 
been told that his frontier should extend from the Kistna and Wama on the 
south, to the Neera and Beema on the north, and from the western ghauts, or 
Shyadrec Hills on the west, to the city of Punderpore on the east, exclusive 
of jagheers, there will be some additional territory made over to him from the 
province of lieejapore, to be hereafter specified, but of which the revenue shall 
not be less than one lac of rupees. 


9. The following turrufts and villages in the Prant Merech, vis. — 

1st. Kuryat Anjinuee village of Bunoor. 

2nd. Kuryat Visapore Umul, and share of five villages, viz. — 

1. Attay, [ 3. Nimuluck, I 5. Seergaom. 

2. Audcelcc, | 4. Neem, 1 

3rd. Bcllawree Umul, and share in seven villages, viz. — 

1. Bellawrce, 4. Gagoom. 6. Doodhooudie, 

2. Dyaharee, 6. Taaparec, 7. Bambouree. 

3. Uooharcc, 

4th. Keiry at Kowtuh Mahungkul Umul, and shares of .six villages, viz. — 

1. Nunnec, I 3. Kawlapore, j 5. Mudgaomkee, 

2. Bedree, | 4. Shergaom, | 0. Nagaom. 

5th. Astah Umul, and shares of seven villages, viz. — 

1. Tanbulwarec, 4. Sakurdaj, G. Malwartc, 

2. Koondulwaree, 5. I'cct Kurree, 7. Pokurncc. 

3. Dhowlcc, 

6th. Siiuglei- Umul, and .shares in two villages, viz. — 

1. Bissoor, I 2. Sumdowlee. 

7th. Kuryat Kowtah Wkund Umul, and share of the village Wusugra. 
8th. llewelcc Umul, and shares in three villages, viz. — 

1. Ilatnowlce, | 2. Ahuss, j 3. Nagaom. 

9th. Tasgaom Umul, and shares m four village.^, viz. — 

1. Poondee, I 3. Paray, 4. Mungrool. 

2. Chinchenec, j 

10th. Sawarday Umul, and shares of three villages, viz. — 

1. KusbaSawarday, | 2. Lowrie, |» 3. Dorlie. 

11th. Dehsing village of Kurotec Umul, in the following thirteen retained 
villages, viz. — 

1. Nagrally, 6. Baumie, 11. Bcnaporc, 

2. Keittao, 7. Nilgce, 12. Belwaree, 

3. Sawalwarrcc, 8. Tanug, 13. Kajapore. 

4. Tahree, 9. Taklee, 

5. Kumboojec, 10. Saolee, 


10. The following turruffs and villages in the Prant Panalla, viz .— 

1st. TurrulfWalwa. 

2nd. Kuryat Bajey Umul, and shares in four villages, vis.— 

I. Bouncha, j 3. Akulcope, { 4. Peeraukowtah. 

2'. Pete, i I 

3rd. Wurgaom Umul, and share of two villages, vis .— 

1. Sheegaom, Konygaom. 

4th. Kodawlee Umul, and s££^^ two villages, vis .— 

1. Kurujawray, I '"2. Chickoonday. . . 

5tV. "urrufiF 





5th.* Turruff Huwcllie, one village, viz .— 

1. Koorlup. 

6th. Kuryat Tulbeer, the whole of the following five villages, viz. — 

1. Tulbur, 4 ; Osrul. • 

2. Moontlay, 5- Kurewlay and Umul, in the 

3. Masgaom, village of Vellum. 

7th. Kuryat Kassegaom, the following six villages, viz. — 

1. Kassegaom, I 3. Yeray, 5. Tombway, 

2. Rchtrallurwaks | 4. Thenowly, 6. Malkhocr. 

8th. Kuryat Satwa Umul, in the village of Manglay. 

9th, The w'hole of the pergunna of Scrata. 

11. The following turruft's and villages in the Prant Raeebany. 

1st. Kuryat Vaudherc Umul, and shares in the following three vil¬ 
lages, viz. — 

1. Koorjeegoara, j 3. Chinehiney, and the village of 

2. Monela, [ Wureca. 

12. The following villages in thq Prant Nagul. 

1st. Kuryat Degruz Umul, and shares of four villages, viz. — 

]. Dhongur Sonec, I 3. Kuzbar Degruz, j 4. liaregaom. 

2. RoorJee, | j 

2nd. Kurgat Majrec Umul, in the village of Akiee. 

13. The following villages in the Prant Hookaree. 

1st. Kuryah Dadgaom Umul, and share of three villages, viz. — 

1. Kusbah Dadgaom, 3. Burkibey, and the whole of the 

2. Boregaom Doputt, I Kusbah of Saluz. 

2nd. Kuryat Joogul Umul, in the village of Mungawuttee. 

Together with the possessions of the Raja of Akulkote, the Punt Suchew, 

the Prithee Nidhcc, and the. Jaghecr of the DufHays, in the pergunna ol’ 

Jhutt. 

Such villages as belong to the Putwurdhuns, within the boundaries of any 
of tlie above-mentioned purguunas, are to be continued to be possessed by 
them, subject to such exchanges as the British Government may see lit; and, 
in like manner, such villages as arc mentioned in this schedule, and now ceded 
to the Raja, which may be situated within the pergunnas or turruffs belong¬ 
ing to the British Government or Putwurdhuns, will be liable to such exchanges 
as the British Government may deem proper for the general convenience of 
parties concerned. 

The Raja shall have power to make such exchanges with the Raja of Akul¬ 
kote, the Punt Suchew, and the Jagheerdars subject to his authority, as jnay 
be desirable to the parties concerned, for the purpose of consolidating their 
respective possessions; provided that such exchanges be undertaken with the 
immediate concurrence of the Agent of the British Government. 
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ENCLOSURES IN LETTER FROM THE POLITICAL AGENT AT 
SATTAUA TO THE COMMISSIONER OF POONA, 

Dated 25th May, 1820. 

—B.— 


Seal 

Capt. Giant. 
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TERMS Jidxd bt/ Captain J.^vies Guantt SaJtib liahadoor, on the 
part of the Honour(d)lc Company liahadooi', for Usmut Pl'NA 
Rf.nooka Baee Ouffeey, Destnook of Jut and Kurzgee, by 
’H'liich the Jl't and Kl'iizgei; pcj-^/mos arc made over to hn\ 


li. 

Terms of 
Agreement. 


The.se districts were formerly held as a personal and military jagheer, and 
having come into the po.sse.ssion of the British Government along with the rest 
of the country, they are now freely restored in consideration of the antirinity 
and respectability of the family, to be held, as formerly, in personal and military 
jagheer. But as these di.stricts came within the limits of the territory^ of his 
Highness the Raja of Sattara, according to the treaty with the British Govern¬ 
ment, therefore Renooka Baec Dufiley is to be considered a Jagheerdar of his 
Highness’s government, but under the guarantee of the British Government. 

The following articles are agreed to on the part of the British Government 
and Renooka Baee Dulfley :— 

1. The districts of Jut and Kurzgee having been possessed as a jagheer up 
to the period of the war, they are now freely restored and confirmed. During 
the Government of the Peishwa these districts were held as an allowance for 
four hundred and fifty horse undcj; Rasteea, but afterwards the number was 
fixed at three hundred, and because the country was not in a flourishing state, 
full service; to that amount was not demanded, and the number was finally fixeei 
at two hundred. That Ranooka Baee Duffley may live in affluence and com¬ 
fort, and also be enabled to keep up the contingent in the most complete 
state of equipment, Government have remitted three-fourths of that number, 
and fixed the present contingent at fifty horse, which must be kept up con¬ 
stantly in the service of his Highness the Raja of Sattara. 

2. The horses and men forming -x ntingent are to be good. The horses 
of the value of from 3 to 400 rupe^^lfcj^ always pre^nt in the ser^.e of his 
Highness, and to proceed without delay or'i^onstrance wherever thsg services 

may 



• 

may be required. They are to be mustered whenever so ordered, and should 
there be any deficiency in the number, such deficiency must be made good at 
the annual rate of Rs. 300 per each horse, to be calculated from the period of 
the former muster; but previous to enforcing the demand, a representation of 
the circumstances will be made by his Highness’s government to the Agent 
of the British Government, and his concurrence obtained. 

3. In the event of the contingent being employed in war under a requisition 
from the British Government, and should any men or horses in consequence 
be killed or wounded, it is to be clearly understood, that nothing in the way of 
an equivalent shall be paid by the government of his Highness. Risks and 
casualties of all kinds, as well as the furnishing of ammunition, are included 
in the allowance. 

4. The whole expense of managing the jagheer is to be defrayed without 
reference to what is incurred by keeping up the horse, as the territories of the 
Briti.sh Government and of his Highness adjoin the jagheer; it is therefore 
determined, that in the event of any disturbance taking place in them, on 
the requisition of the Mamlutdar of either government, aid shall be furnished 
by a ready co-operation with all the disposable police of the jagheer. 

.0. Whatever eiiams, villages, wuttuns, and other allowances have hitherto 
Irelonged 1o Kenooka Baee DutHey within the territories of the British Govern- 
nicnt, or of his Highness, shall be continued, and whatever items of revenue 
belonging to his Highness’s government may be within the jagheer district 
shall continue to be paid. All doornallee villages and land wurshashun, 
dhuruiadao, dewastun, rozindar, khyrat, nemnook, dhurruck, and such like 
allowances within the jagheer, must be continued as they are at present. All 
persons having possessions on Government deeds are not to be interfered with ; 
such interruj)tions as might exist from lem]rorary causes .at the time charge 
was re(!eived (from the British Government) arc to be Examined, and the claims 
justly settled. 

(Jure must be taken that no jusi cause or complaint may be brought forward 
on such points. In cases when any of the above-mentioned possessors of in- 
lieritancc or allowance shall behave improperly, it will be necessary to acquaint 
the Agent of the British Government with the particulars, who, in conjunction 
with his Highness's government, will intimate what course is to be pursued, 
eithor in respect to punishment or resumption. Should persons holding such 
inheritances or allowances raise or excite any disturbances, or commit any 
oH'ences against the ])eacc of the public, or should ])er.sons posse.ssed of siic.h 
rights die without In irs, you will fully investigate the matter, and state what 
appears really just, when his Highness’s government, with the advice of the 
Agent of the British Government, will send such orders as may seem fit, and 
which must be conformed to. 

0. That the inhabitants of the jagheer territory may be protected, justice 
must be ])ropcrly dis|>ensed, and a good, police ujrheld, to detect theft and to 
suppress gang robberies. If this is not attended to, and the country be with¬ 
out justice, so that peo|)le are obliged to complain, the government of his 
Highness, with the advice and assistance of the Agent of the British Govern¬ 
ment, having understood the matter, will decide on such subjects, and their 
decisions must be attended to; and further, in regard to such decisions not 
being attended to, so that the country may fall into a state of misgovernment, 
and robberies and other crimes become of very frequent occurrence, in such ai) 
event, whatever may appear to be the aaost proper measures shall be suggested 
by the Agent of the British Government, and corresponding arrangements will 
be made by his Highness's government. 

7. Without orders from Government, no extra troops are to be levied and 
none assembled for the purpose of nm Mng war on any one. In matters of 
family disputps concerning re 1 atioisuch like, no appeal to arms can 
permi^d, but the case is to M^j^i^nted to the Agent of the Britisli 
*“ Government, 
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Government, who shall communicate with the government of his ilighness, 
and whatever decision is givep must be reckoned binding. 

8. With the exception of those under the government of his Highness, no 
intercourse or communication bj’ letter is to be entered into with such as 
Bajee Row Sahib, or other princes, chieftains, commanders and others, nor 
is any aid or assistance, by joining the troops of any one, to be given. TJiis 
article forms the basis of the present agreement ; and should what is above 
written be departed from, the jaghcer will not be continued. 


9. All persons having committed crimes within the jagheer country, who 
may take shelter in the territories of the British Government, or of his High¬ 
ness, shall be delivered over to Renooka Baec Duffley, after information has 
been given to the Agent of the British Government, and by him communicated 
to the British Government, or to tlie government of his Highness, as the case 
may be;; and, in like manner, all criminals from the territories of the British 
Government, or of his Highness, shall be delivered up by Renooka Baee 
Duffley, to their respective governments ; and assistance must be rendered to 
people of either government who may be sent for the apprehension of such 
offenders. 


10. Whilst you, Renooka Baee DnfHey, shall continue to fulfil the terms of 
your service in good faith, integrity, and fidelity, your jaghcer shall be held 
without any interruption from his llighness's government; on this 2 >oint the 
British Governmenf is your guarantee. 

11. All titles and forms of respect hitherto enjoyed by Renooka Baee 
Duffley shall be continued. All requests on the part of the Jagheerdar 
which may be reasonable and proper shall be granted, but such as are other¬ 
wise shall not be agreed to. 

12. As the jagheer district adjoins the territory of his Highness, and it ma}* 
be necessary to effect e.xchanges of itgms of revenue or land, for the purpose; 
cither of defining the boundary or for police arrangements, therefore, on a 
reijresentation from the government of his Ilighness, the Agent of the British 
Government will arrange such exchanges as may be necessary, jirovided they 
are not injurious to the interests of the Jagheerdar, and such exchanges must 
be made accordingly. 

In all twelve articles as above, which must be observed. 22nd April, A.D. 
1820, corresponding with 8 Rujjub Soor Sun Athreen Myuttyn Wu Alif (or) 
Arabic year 1220, at Sattara. 

ISigmtlnrc of Capl. J. (hanl.\ 


— B.— 


SealofH.H.llie ^ 
Raja of Sattara. 


B 

Terms of 
Agreement. 


AGREEMENT on. the part of his Highness the Raja of Sattaha, 
respecting Renooka Baee Duffley, Deshmook of the pergunnas 
of Jut and Kubegee, to whom diese commands are issued. 

The pergunnas of Jut and Kurzgee having been for a long time past po-s- 
sessed by you in jagheer, therefore the British Government have in their 
liberality freely restored and bestowed the same on you according to terms 
fixed by Captain James Grant, Bah feL^^' yn their part, consisting of twelve 
articles, ' 


The 




FOauiiWCAic. COASifi’iult'A'ii'jlOAS; 


The country of the jagheer having come within the limits of the territory of 
his Highness by the treaty with the British Government, an agreement in 
consequence has been made out and delivered to you on the part of the British 
Government, which has been approved of by Jhe Huzzoor, and for the purpose 
of confirming you in the above-mentioned jagheer, tlie Sirkar has determined 

as follows: 

* 

1. The pergunnas of Jut and Kurzgee are to be held as a personal and mili¬ 
tary jagheer, on condition of furnishing fifty horse completely equipped, 
to be kept constantly present in the service of his Highness the Raja of 
Sattara. 

2. The horses and men forming the contingent are to be good, the horses of 
the value of from 3 to 400 rupees, to be kept constantly ready in the service of 
his Iliglmess, to be mustered whenever so ordered, and to proceed wherever 
their services may be required, without delay or remonstrance. Should any 
deficiency in the number appear at muster, such deficiency must be made 
good at the annual rate of 300 rupees per each horse, to be calculated from 
the period at which the former muster took place ; but previous to enlbrcing 
this demand, his Highness’s government will make a representation of the 
circumstances, and obtain the concurrence of the Agent of the British 
(government. 

3. In the event of your contingent being employed in war on requisition by 
liie Agent of the British Government, and should any men or horses in consc- 
t|uence be either killed or wounded, it is to be clearly understood that nothing 
in the way of compensation shall he paid by the Government of his Highness. 
Risks and casualties of all kinds, as well as the furnishing of ammunition, are 
included in tlie allowance. 

4. 'I’he whole expense of managing the jagheer is to be defrayed without 
any reference to what is incurred by keeping up the horse. The territories 
of the British Government and of his Highness being situated clo.se to the 
jiighccr country, in the eycut of any disturbances taking place, on the requi¬ 
sition of the Mamlutdars of either government, aid must be furnished by a 
rcadj^ co-oj)cration with all the disposable police of the jagheer. 

-j. Whatever wuttun or other allowances have hitherto been enjoyed by you 
within the territory of his Highness shall be continued, and all items of reve¬ 
nue belonging to his Highness within your districts shall continue to be paid. 
Within tlie jagheer country all doomallee villages and land w'urshashun, 
dhurmadao, dewustun, rozindar, khyrat, nemnook, dhurruck, and such like 
allowances, must be continued as they at present stand. All persons having 
|) 0 .ssessions on government grants are not to be interfered with ; such interrup¬ 
tions as might exist i'rom temporary causes at the time you received charge 
(from the British Government) are to be examined, and tjje claims justly set¬ 
tled. You will be careful that no just cause of complaint is brought forward 
against you on such points. 

In cases where any of the above-mentioned posse.ssors of inheritances or 
allowances shall behave improperly, it will 4e necessary to acquaint the 
Agent of the British Government with the particulars, who, in conjunction with 
his Highness’s government, will intimate wdiat course is t^ be pursued, cither 
in respect to punishment or resumption. Should persons holding such inhe¬ 
ritances or allowances raise or excite any disturbances, or commit any offences 
against the peace of the public, or should persons die without heirs, you will 
I'ully investigate the matter, and state what may appear really just, when his' 
Highness’s government, with the advice of the Agent of the British Govern¬ 
ment, will send such orders as may seem fit, and which must, be con¬ 
formed to. 

C. That the inhabitants of the jaghjfcr country may be protected, justice 
must be propprly administered, and .r rf ^ ^ nolice upheld, to detect theft and 
to suppress gang robberies. If thij^g^or'^ttended to, and unjust decisions 
given, so that people are obliged tj^bmplain, the government of his Highness, 

D with 
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SATTABA with the advice and assistance of the Agent of the British Government, hav- 
PAPEES. ijjg understood the matter, yrill decide on such subjects, and their decisions 
must be attended to: and further, in regard to such decisions not being 
Terms of attended to, so that the country may become in a state of misgovernraent, and 
Agreement. robberies and other crimes of very frequent occurrence, then whatever appears 
to be the proper measures shall be suggested by the Agent of the British 
Government, and corresponding arrangements will be made by his HighnesVs 
government. 

7. Without orders from Government no extra troops are to be levied, and 
none assembled for the purpose of making war on any one. In matters of 
family disputes concerning relationship, and such like, no appeal to arms can 
be permitted, but the matter is to be represented to Government, when such 
orders as may be given with the advice of the Agent of the Government must 
be reckoned binding. 

8. With the exception of those under the government of his Highness, no 
intercourse or communication by letter is to be entered into with any chiefs, 
such as Bajee Row Sahib, or other princes, chieftains, commanders and others, 
nor is any aid or assistance by joining the troops of any one to be given. This 
article forms the basis of the present agreement, and should what is above 
written be departed from, with the advice of the Agent of the British Govern¬ 
ment, the jaglieer will not be continued. 

9. All persons having committed crimes within the jagheer country, and 
who may take shelter in the territory of his Highness or of the British Govern¬ 
ment, shall be delivered up to their respective governments, and every as.sist- 
ance must be rendered to people of either government, who may enter your 
country in pursuit of such oHenders. 

10. Whilst you continue to perform the terms of your sei-vice in good faith, 
integrity and fidelity, your jagheer shall be held without any interruption on 
the part of the Sirkar; on this point the British Government is your guarantee, 
which his Highness’s government agrees to. 

11. All titles and all customary forms of respect hitherto enjoyed by you 
shall be continued; all requests on your part which may be reasonable and 
proper shall be granted, but such as are otherwise shall not be agreed to. 

12. As your jagheer adjoins the territory of his IIighne.ss, and consequently 
it may be necessary to effect exchanges of land or items of revenue, either for 
the purpose of distinctly defining the boundary, or for the i»olice arrangements, 
therefore such exchanges shall take place with the advice and assistance of 
the Agent of the British Government, provided tliey are not injurious to your 
interests. 

13. You must ap^ar in personal attendance yearly at the festival of the 
Dussorah, and also attend on all occasions of ceremony or congratulation when 
your attendance may be required by his Highness. You must also be in per¬ 
sonal attendance whenever the establishment of his Highness may move to any 
great distance. 

A true translation. 

(Signed) Henry Adams. 
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Seal of 

Capt. Jas. Grant. 


TERMS, hy Captain Jamks Gkant, JBahadoor, on the part of 
the Honourable Companyj for Rao Sahib Mikuban Jan Rao 
Naik Nimbalkuk, Deshmook of Phultun, by which the pergunna 
of PiiirLTUN zs 7nade over to him as he enjoyed the same formerly, 
in pet'sonal and miliiaip jagheer. 

This district, along with the rest of the country, having come into the posses¬ 
sion of the British Government, it is now freely bestowed as a military jaghecr 
in consideration of the antiquity and respectability of the family; but as accord¬ 
ing to the terms of the treaty concluded with his Highness the Raja of Sattara, 
this jagheer is within the limits of his territory, therefore Jaii Rao Naik Nim- 
balkur is to be considered a Jaghcerdar of his Ilighness’s government, but under 
the guarantee of the British Government. 

The following articles are agreed to on the part of the British Government 
and .Tan Rao Naik :— 

1. The Phultun pergunna having been possessed up to the war as a personal 
and military allowance, in like manner it is now restored and confirmed. During 
the government of the Peishwa the contingent was fixed at three hundred and 
fifty horse, but in consequence of the country not being in a flourishing state, 
service to the full amount of this number was not insisted upon. 

That Jan Rao Naik may live in affluence and comfort, and also be enabled 
to keep up his contingent in the most complete state of equipment and readiness 
for the service, Govem’ment have fi.xed the amount of it at ninety horse, of which 
number seventy-five must always remain in the service of his Highness the Raja 
of Sattara, and the remaining fifteen with the Naik. 

2. The horses and men forming the contingent are to be good, the horses of 
the value of from 3 to 400 rupees, and to be always kept ready in the service 
of his Highne.s.s’s government; wherever their services may be required they are 
to proceed without any delay or remonstrance. They are to be mustered when¬ 
ever so ordered, and should there be any of the number deficient, such deficiency 
must be made good at the annual rate of 300. rupees for each horse, calculated 
from the period at which the former muster took place; but previous to enforcing 
the demand, his Highness’s government will make a reptesentation of the cir¬ 
cumstances, and obtain the concurrence of the Agent of the British Govern¬ 
ment. 

3. In the event of the contingent beirtg employed in war under a requisition 
from the British Government, should any horses or men in consequence be 
killed or wounded, it is to be clearly understood, that nothing in the way of 
an equivalent shall be paid by his Highness’s government. Risks and casualties 
of all kinds, including the furnishing of ammunition, are included in the allow¬ 
ance. 

4. The whole expense of managing the jagheer is to be defrayed without any 
reference to what is incurred by keeping up the horse. The territories of the 
British Government and of his Highness being situated close to the jagheer, 
in the event of any disturbance taking place, on the requisition of ‘the Mam- 
lutdars of either of the governments, aid must be furnished by a ready co-ope¬ 
ration with all the disposable police of Me jagheer. 

5. Whatever enam villages, have hitherto belonged to the 

Naik shall be continued to him onji^^ y Smlorv of his Highness, and all items 
of revenue of his Highness whichroewithin the district of the Naik shall be 

paid 
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paid to his Highness’s government within the jagheer territory; all doomallee 
villages, wurshashun, dhurmadao, dewastun, rozindar, khyrat, nemnook, dhur- 
ruck, and such like payments must be continued as they are at this time. All 
persons having possessions on government grants are not to be interfered with; 
such interruptions as might exist from temporary causes at the time you 
received charge from the British Government are to be examined, and the 
claims justly settled; you will be careful that no just cause of complaint is 
brought forward against you on such points. 

In cases where any of the above-mentioned possessors of inheritance or 
allowance shall behave improperly, it will be necessary to acquaint the Agent 
of the British Government with the particulars, who, in conjunction with his 
Highness's government, will intimate wliat course is to be pursued, either in 
respect to punishment or resumption. Should persons holding such inlieritance 
or allowance raise or excite any disturbance, or commit any offences against 
the peace of the public, or should persons possessed of such rights die without 
heirs, you will fully investigate the matter, and state what may appear really 
just, when his Highness’s government, with the advice of the Agent of the 
British Government, will send such orders as may seem fit, and which must 
be conformed to. 

G. That the subjects of the jagheer territory may have protection, justice 
must be properly administered, and a good police upheld, to detect thefts and 
to suppress gang robberies. If this is not attended to, and the country be. 
without justice, so that people arc obliged to contplain, the government of his 
Highness, with the advice and assistance of the Agent of the British (.Tovernment, 
having understood the matter, will decide on such subjects, and their decisions 
must be attended to; and further, in regard to such decisions not being attended 
to, so that the country may become in a state of misgovernment, aiul roljbories 
and other crimes of very frequent occurrence, then whatever appears to be 
the proper measures shall be suggested by the Agent of the British (iovern- 
ment, and corresponding arrangements will be made by his Highness’s govern¬ 
ment. 

7. Without orders from Government, no extra troops are to be levied, ami 
none assembled for the purpose of making war on any one. In matters of 
family disputes concerning relationship and such like, no appeal to arms can 
be ])ermitted, but the case is to be represented to the Agent of the Briti.sli 
Government, who will communicate with the government of his Highness, and 
whatever decision is given must be reckoned binding. 

8. W*ith the exception of those under the government of his Highness, no 
intercourse or correspondence by letter is to be entered into with such as 
Bajee Row Sahib, or other princes, chieftains, commanders and others, nor is 
any aid or assistance by joining the troops of any one to be given. This arti¬ 
cle forms the basis of the present agreement, and should what is above written 
be departed from, the jagheer will not be continued. 

9. All persons having committed crimes within the jagheer territory, and 
who may take shelter in the dominions of the British Government or of his 
Highness, shall be delivered over to Jan Rao Naik Nimbalkur after informa¬ 
tion has been given to the Agent of the British Government, and by him com¬ 
municated to the British Government or to the government of his Highness, as 
the case may be; and, in like manner, all criminals from the territories of the 
British Government or of his Highness shall be delivered up by Jan Rao Naik 
tb their respective governments, and assistance must also be rendered to any 
public servants who may be sent for the apprehension of such persons. 

10. Whilst Jan Rao Naik shall continue to fulfil the» terms of his service 
in good faith, integrity, and fidelity, the jagheer shall be held without any 
interruption from his Highness’s gove^iment; on this point the British Govern¬ 
ment is the guarantee. 

‘11. All titles and all customary’^^^^JifASf respect hitherto enjoyed by .Tan 
Rao Naik shall be continued; all requ^Shft:: the part of the Jagheerdar which 

may 
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w 

may be reasonable and proper shall be granted, but such as are otherwise 
shall not be agreed to. 

12. As the jagheer district adjoins the territory of his Highness, and con¬ 
sequently it may bo necessary to effect exchanges of item? of revenue or land, 
either for the purpose of distinctly defining the boundary or on account of 
arrangements in the police, therefore on a rcpre.sentation froiii the government 
of his Highness, the Agent of the British Government will arrange such 
exchano-es as may be necessary, having previously ascertained that they will 
not be "injurious to the interests of Jan Ilao Naik, and such exchanges must 
be made accordingly. 

[Sigmturc of Captain Grant.'^ 

Tn all twelve articles as above, which must be observed. At Sattara, 22nd 
April, A.D. 1820, or 8th Kujjul Soorum Ashreem Myuttun Wu Ulf, or 
Arabic year 1220. 

True translation. 

(Signed) Hen nr Adams. 
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Seal of 
Capt. Grant. 


TERjVIS f ,rc(l hi) Captain James Grant, Sahih liahadom\ on the 
part of Qic Honourable Company, for 'Rao Sahib JMooshfuk 
Miriiuan PiiusERAM, Punitit Prithee Hidhee. 

The possessions of the Punt Prithee Nidhee came into the possession of the 
British Government along with the rest of the country, but in consideration 
of the antiquity and respectability of the family, they have been freely 
restored in tiie same manner as they were held, up to the period of the WMr. 
But as the greater part of the country of the Prithee Nidhee is W'ithin the 
limits of the territory made over by treaty to his Highness the Raja of Sattara, 
the Prithee Nidhee therefore is placed under the government of liis High¬ 
ness. 

The Britifsh Government is to guarantee, and the terms fi.\ed are as follows: 

• 

1. That the inhabitants of the country under the Prithee Nidhee may be 
protected, justice must be properly administered, and a police established for 
the prevention and detection of thieves and robbers. Should justice not be 
honestly dispensed, and thefts and robberies from the inefficiency of the 
police become so frequent that jicople may be obliged to complain; in tlie 
event of such being the ease, the. government of his Highness will, with tiie 
advice and assistance of the Agent of the British Government, issue directions 
on the subject, which must be attended to. 

2. An efficient police must be established, so that no inhabitants of the 

country under the Punt Prithee Nidhee may commit thefts or robberies 
within the territories of the British Government, or of his Highness. Should 
at any time stolen property be found or thefts traced within the country of 
the Punt Prithee Nidliee, the thief and stolen property must be ma^e over to 
whichever government may demand them. People of either government who 
may enter the country of the Prithee Ni^ee for the purpose of apprehending 
criminal and other offenders must have assistance given to them. If this 

is not attended to, then whatever the proper measures shall bq 

suggested by the Agent of the Britia^^lvemtnent, and corresponding arrange¬ 
ments will be made by his Highne^^ p^vernment. 

E . l^jy^epting 
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3. Excepting those under the government of his Highness^ no intercourse or 
communication by letter can be allowed with any chiefs, suCh as Bajee 
Rao Sahib, or other princes, chieftains, commanders, and others, nor is it 
permitted to give aid or assistance to any one. This article is the basis of the 
present agreement, and a departure Iroin it will occasion the forfeiture of all 
advantages possessed by virtue of this agreement. 

4. Without the knowledge and orders of Government no extra troops are to 
be entertained, or war entered upon with any one. In all cases of domestic 
dispute about relationship, and such like, no appeal to arms can be permitted, 
but information must be sent to the Agent of the British Government, who will 
represent the aflair to the government of his Highness, and such decisions, as 
with his advice shall be given, must be reckoned binding. 

5. In the event of disputes taking place regarding items of revenue posses.sed 
by the Prithee Nidhee within the districts of the Putwurdhuns or others, in¬ 
formation of the particulars must be .sent to the Agent of the British Govern¬ 
ment, when a settlement will take place in consequence ; but no separate 
communication is to be made. 

6. As the country of the Prithee Nidhee adjoins the territories of the British 
Government and of his Highness, it may be necessary to make exchanges for 
the purpose of coireetly defining the boundary, or on account of ])olicc ar¬ 
rangements ; but such exchanges shall be made in a manner not injurious to 
the interests of the Punt. 

7. The sum of two thousand rupees, formerly paid yearly by the Prithee 
Nidhee to the Punt Suchew, has been made over by him to the government 
of his Highness, to whom it must accordingly be paid annually. 

8. All allowances in the country of the Prithee Nidhee, such as di»omallec, 
dhurmadao, cnams, wurshashuus, dewastun, rozindar, nemnook, dhurruck, 
and others of the like kind, mu.st be continued as they at ])rc.scnt exist; there 
ought to be no complaints on this head. 

9. As the British territories and those of his Highness ad join the country of 
the Prithee Nidhee, it is neccssai y that in all cases of disturbances occurring 
in them, assistance shall be rendered on the requisition ol‘ the Mamlutdars of 
cither government. 

10. The Punt Prithee Nidhee must appear in pensonal attendance on his 
Highness yearly at the festival of the Dussorah. All titles and customary 
forms of respect hitherto enjoyed shall be continued to the Punt. 

In all ten articles as above, which must be observed. At Sattara, 2‘2nd 
April, 1820, corresponding with 8th Rujjub Soor Sun Ashreem Mvuttnn Wu 
Ulf, or Arabic year 1220. 

\^Signat lire of Capt. J. Grant.l 

True translation. 

(Signed) Henuy Adams. 


—C., No. 4.— 


SealofH.H. the 
Raja of Sattara. 


agreement on the pari, of his Highness the Raja of Sattaua, 
respecting Rajee Sree Jai^iRao Naik Nimbalkuu, JJcshniook of 
the PhuUun pergunrmi tlmse commands are issued. 

The pergunna of Phultun havii^p»^^For a long time past possessed by 
you as a personal and military jagheejp^tliS^ British Government therefore have 
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in their liberality freely bestowed and restored the same to you, according to 
terms fixed by Captain James Grant, Bahadoor, on their part. 

The country of the jagheer having come within the limits of the territory of 
the Huzzoor, by the treaty with the British Government, it has accordingly 
been placed under it, and an agreement on the part of the British Government 
has been made and delivered to you, which has been approved of by the 
Sirkar ; and for the purpose of confirming you in the above-mentioned jagheer, 
the Huzzoor has detennined as follows : 
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1. The pergunna of Phultun is to be held as a personal and military 
jagheer, on condition of furnishing ninety horse, seventy-five of which com¬ 
pletely Cequippcd], and the horses good, are always to be kept in the service 
of the Iluzzoor, and the remaining fifteen to remain witli you. 

2. The horses and men forming the contingent are to be good, the horses of 
the value of from three to four hundred rupees, and to be always kept ready 
in the service of bis Highness’s government; wherever their services may be 
"required thciy are to proceed without any delay or remonstrance. They are 
to be mustered whenever so ordered, and should there be any of the number 
deficient, such deficiency must be made gooil at the annual rate of three hun¬ 
dred rujiccs for each horse, calculated from the period at which the former 
muster took place; but previous to enforcing the demand, his Highness’s 
government will make a' rcjirescaitation of the circumstances, and obtain the 
concurrence of the Agent of the British Government. 

;i. In the event of the contingent being employed in war under a requisition 
from the British Government, should any horses or men in consequence bo 
killed or wounded, it is to be clearly understood that nothing in the way of 
an equivalent shall be jiaid by his Highness’s government; risks and casualties 
of all kinds, including the furnishing of ammunition, are included in the 
allowance. 

1. Tlie whole expense of managing the Jagheer is to be defrayed without 
any reference to what is incurred by keeping up the horse. The territories 
of the British Government and of his Highness being situated close to the 
jagheer, in the event of any disturbance taking place, on the requisition of 
the Mamlutdars of cither of the governments, aid must be furnished by a 
ready co-operation with all the disposable police of the jagheer. 

o. Whatever enam villages, wuttuns, iS:c., have hitherto belonged to the 
Naik, shall be continued to him in the territory of his Highness, and all items 
of revenue of his Highness which lie within the district of the Naik shall be 
paid to his Highness’s government; within the jagheer territory all doomallce 
villages, wurshashun, dhurmadao, dewastun, rozindar, khyrat, nemnook, 
dhurruck, and such like payments, must be continued as they are at this time ; 
all persons having possessions on government grants are not to be interfered 
with. Such interruptions as might exist from temporary causes at the time 
you received charge from the British Government are to be examined, and the 
claims justly settled; you will be careful that no just cause of complaint is 
brought forward against you on such points. 

In cases where any of the above-mentioned possessors of inheritance or allow¬ 
ance shall behave improperly, it will be necessary to acquaint the Agent of the 
British Government with the particulars, who, in conjunction with his Higlv 
ness’s government, will intimate what course is to be pursued, either in respect 
to punishment or resumption. Should persons holding such inheritance or 
allowance raise or excite any disturbance, or commit any offences a^inst the 
peace of the public, or should persons, possessed of such rights die without 
heirs, you -will fully investigate the m*ter and state what may appear really . 
just, when his Highness’s government^ he advice of the Agentof the British 

Government, •will send such order? fit, and whigh must be con¬ 
formed to. wsarw*"' 


6. That 
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7. Without orders from Government, no extra troops are to be levied and 
none assembled for the purpose of making war on any one. In matters of family 
disputes concerning relationship and such like, no appeal to arms can be per¬ 
mitted, but the case is to be represented to the Agent of the British Government, 
who will communicate with the government of his Highness, and whatever 
decision is given must be reckoned binding. 

8* With the exception of those under the government of his Highness, no 
intercourse or correspondence by letter is to be entered into with such as Bajee 
Rao Sahib or other princes, chieftains, commanders, and others, nor is any aid 
and assistance by joining the troops of any one to be given. This article forms 
the basis of the present agreement, and if what is above written be departed 
from, by the advice ol’ the British Government the jaghecr will not be con¬ 
tinued. 

9. All persons having committed crimes within the jagheer territory, and 
who may take shelter in the country of the lluzzoor, shall be delivered over to 
you, after information has been given to the Agent of the, British Government, 
and by him communicated, to the British Government or to the government of 
his Highness, as the case may be; and, in like manner, all criminals from the 
territories of the British Government or of liis Highness .shall be delivered uj* 
by Jan Rao Naik to their respective governments, and assistance must also be 
rendered to any public servants who may be sent for the apprehension of such 
pensons. 

10. Whilst you shall continue to fulfil the terms of jmur service in good 
faith, integrity, and fidelity, the jagheer shall be held without any interruption 
on the part of the Sirkar ; on this point the Briti.sh Government is your gua¬ 
rantee, which is agreed to by the Sirkar. 

11. All titles, and all customary fijrms of respect hitherto enjoyed by you 
.sliall be continued; all requests on your part which may be reasonable 
and proper shall be granted, but such as are otherwise shall not be agreed to. 

12. As the jagheer di.strict adjoins the territory of his Highness, and con¬ 
sequently it may be necessary to effect exchanges of items of revenue or land, 
either for the purpose of distinctly defining the boundary, or on account of 
arrangements in the police, therefore on a representation from the government 
of his Highness, the Agent of the British Government will arrange such ex¬ 
changes as may be necessary, having previously ascertained that they will not 
be injurious to your interests, and such exchanges must be made accord¬ 
ingly. 

13. You must appear in person every year at the festival of the Dussorah, 
and also attend, whenever requested so to do, on all great occasions of cere¬ 
mony and congratulation; and when his Highness, with his establishment, 
may proceed to any great distance, you must also be in personal attendance. 

True ti^slation. 

(Signed) Henry Adams. 


G. That the subjects of the jagheer territory may have protection, justice 
must be properly administered, and a good police upheld to detect thefts and 
to suppress gang robberies. If this is not attended to and the country be 
without justice, so that people are obliged to complain, the government of his 
Highness, with the advice and assistance of the Agent of the British Govern¬ 
ment, having understood the matter, will decide on such subjects, and their 
decisions must be attended to; and further, in regard to such decisions not being 
attended to, so that the country may become in a state of misgovemment, and 
robberies and other crimes of very frequent occufrence, then whatever appears 
to be the .proper measures shall be suggested by the Agent of the British Go¬ 
vernment, and corresponding arrangements will be made by his Highness’s 
government. 
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—D., No. 4.— 


Seal of H.H. tl>e 
Raja of Sattara. 


AGREEMENT on the •part of his Highness the Raja of Sattaua, 
respecting Rajee Sree Pubseuam, Pundit Prithee Nidheej to 
whom these commands are issued. 

The country formerly possessed by you has been freely restored, and 
bestowed through the liberality of the British Government, and an agreement, 
consisting often articles, has been made out and delivered to you by Captain 
James Grant, Sahib Bahadoor, on the part of the British Government. The 
greater part of your country has come within the limits of the territory made 
over to his Highness by the treaty with the British Government, and the terms 
fixed by the Britislu Government having been approved of, the Huzzoor, for the 
purpose of confirming you in possession, has detennined as follows; 

1. Should any disturbances take place in the territories of his Highness, or 
of the British Government, which adjoin your country, aid must be afforded 
by sending all the disposable police in your districts, on requisition from the 
Mamlutdax’s of.either government. 

2. All wuttun and other allowances hitherto possessed by you within the 
terrilorj'^ of his Highness shall be continued, and, in like manner, all items of 
revenue belonging to his Highness’s government within your country must be 
continued to be paid. All doomallce villages and land, wurshashun, dhur- 
niadao, dewastun, rozindar, khyrat, nemnook, dhurruck, and all other allow¬ 
ances hitherto enjoyed within your country, must be continued without inter¬ 
ruption ; and should at present any investigation be carrying on respecting the 
rights or passcssion.s of those holding them on Government deeds, decisions 
must be given upon the fairest principles of justice, so that no complaints may 
be made. Should persons holding inheritances of the above-mentioned descrip¬ 
tions raise or excite disturbances, or coniinit oftences against the public peace, 

•or should |>ersons possessed of such inheritances die without heirs, you will fully 
investigate the matter, and state what may appear really just, when his High¬ 
ness’s government, with the advice of the Agent of the British Government, 
will send such orders as may be fit and proper, which must be conformed to. 

.‘b That the inhabitants of your country may be protected, justice must be 
honestly administered, and a proper police c.stablishcd for the prevention and 
detection of thieves and robbers; but if uujust decisions are given, and no 
good police kept up, so that thefts and robberies become of frequent occur¬ 
rence, and people in consequence may be obliged to bring forward complaints; 
in the event of siich being the case, whatever orders may in consequence be 
issued by his Highness’s government, with the advice of the Agent of the Bri¬ 
tish Government, these must be carried into effect. 

" • 

4. Witliout the knowledge and orders of Government no extra troops are to 
be levied, or war entered upon with any one. In all cases of domestic dis¬ 
putes about relationship and such like, no appeal to arms will be permitted, 
but information is to be sent to Government, when such orders as may be sent 
on the subject, with the advice of the Agent of Jlie British Government, must 
be considered binding. 

5. Excepting those under the gov ernment of his Highness, no intercourse 
or communication by letter can be allowed with any chief, such as Bajee Rao 
Sahib, or other princes, chieftains, corAnanders or others; nor is it permitted 
to send aid to any one, or to become c^^ ned in the assemblage of any troops 
whatever. This article, forms the •' 5^fee present agreement, and if it ,is 
departed from, with the advice o f Rent of the British Government your 
possessions shall not be continuei^r" 
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3. All 
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7. Whilst you remain and ])erform the conditions of your service in good 
faith, integrity, and fidelity, your possessions shall be continued without inter¬ 
ruption on the part ofhis llighncss’s government; and on this point the British 
Government is your guarantee, which his Highness’s government approves of 
and agrees to. 

8 . All titles and forms of respect hitherto enjoyed by you shall be con¬ 
tinued, and all reejuests forwarded by you shall be attended to, and if reasonable 
and proper, they will be granted, but if otherwise, rejected. 

9. As your country adjoins the territory of his Highness, and it may be 
necessary in consequence to effect exchanges, either for the purpose of defin¬ 
ing boundaries, for police arrangements, or for settling revenue matters, there¬ 
fore such exchanges shall be made with the advice of the Agent of the British 
Government, provided they are not injurious to your interests. 

10 . You must appear in personal attendance yearly at the festival of the 
Dussorah, as well as on all occasions of ceremony and congratulation when 
his Highness may require you to be present in person. Wlienever the esta¬ 
blishment of his Highness may move to any great distance, you lAust on such 
occasions be present and accompany his Highness. 

1 1 . The Punt Suchew received from you a yearly payment of 2,000 rupees, 
which is now agreed to be transferred to his Highness on account of the 
elephant establishment, and you must accordingly pay this sum annually to 
his H ighness’s government. 

A true translation. 

(Signed) Henuy Adams. 


6 . All offenders and criminals from your country who may take shelter in 
the territory of his Highness.shall be delivered over to you, and, in like man¬ 
ner, all offenders and criminals from within the territories of his Highness, or 
of the British Government, who may enter j'our country, shall be given up and 
delivered to whichever government they belong. Assistance must be rendered 
to people of both governments who may enter into your country in pursuit of 
such offenders. 


-E., No. 2.— 
Seal of 1 

Capt. Grant, j 


Terms of 
Agreement. 


TERAIS fixed by Captain James Guant, Sahib Bahadoor, on the 
part of the Honourable Company, Bahadoor, with Jiao Sahib 
Mooshfuk Miiiiiban Chimnajee, l^undit Suchew, 


The possessions of the Punt Suchew came under the British Government 
along with the rest of the country; but the antiquity and respectability of the 
family having been duly considered, the British Government have freely be¬ 
stowed and made over to him the whole of his possessions as formerly held up 
to the war, with the exception of his possessions within the territory of the 
Nizam. The districts of the Punt being within the limits of the territory 
made over by treaty to his Highness the Raja of Sattara, the Punt therefore 
is placed utider the government of his Highness ; the British Government is 
the guarantee, and the terms are fixed ,as follows: 

1 . That the inhabitants of the coqf ■ 7 under the Punt Suchew may be pro¬ 
tected, justice must be properly a^ ' O.-ed, and a proper police established 
for the prevention and detection and robbers; but if this is not 

attended ,to, and people are obliged tg forward complaints, in conse¬ 

quence 
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quence of the want of police and justice ; in that case, whatever orders may 
be given on tiie subject by his Highness’s government, with the advice of the 

A'«-ent of the British'Government, must be carried into effect. 

. ° 

2 . An effective police must be established in the country of the Punt 
Suchew, sufficient to prevent any inhabitants of his districts from committing 
robberies within the territories of the British Government, or of his Highness ; 
and whenever stolen property may be pointed out within the conntry of the 
Punt, or thieves traced into it, both the property and the thieves must be 
delivered over to whichever of the governments may demand them, and assist¬ 
ance must be afforded to officers of either government who may be sent for 
the apprehension of criminals and offenders. In the event of a failure in these 
respects taking place, all arrangements made by the government of his 
Highne.ss, at the recommendation of the Agent of the British Government, must 
be carried into effect. 

3 . Excepting those under the government of his Highness, no intercourse* 
or communication by letter can be allowed with any chiefs, such as Bajee 
Rao Sahib, or other princes, chieftains, commanders, or others ; nor is it 
permitted to send aid to any one whatever. TJiis article forms the basis of 
the agreement, and if it is departed from, all advantages appertaining to the 
Punt, by virtue of the present agreement, shall be forfeited. 

4. Without the knowledge and permission of Government no extra troops 
arc to be levied, or war entered upon with any one. In all domestic disputes 
about relationship and such like, no appeal to arms will be permitted, but 
information is to be sent to the Agent of the British Government, who will 
communicate with the government of his Highness, and the decision given in 
consequence must be attended to. 

5. In the event of disputes occurring relative to items of revenue which 
belong to the Punt Suchew in the country of tlie Putwurdhuns, and others, 
intelligence must be given to the Agent of the British Government, after 
which proper arrangements will be made; but no separate communication by 
letter is ever to be made. 
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6 . As the country of the Punt Suchew is surrounded by the territories of 
the British Government and of his Highness, it may be necessary to make 
exchanges on account of police arrangements, or for the defining of boundaries, 
therefore such exchanges shall take place, provided they are not injurious to 
the Punt. 

7. A yearly payment of ten thousand rupees was made by the Punt Suchew 
to the government of the Peishwa as an allowance for elephants; but the 
village of Sonapoor having been taken by the Pcishwa's goveVnment, and 
which at present is in the possession of the Britisli Government, therefore a 
deduction of one thousand rupees is allowed, and the annual payment fixed at 
nine thousand rupees to the government of his Highness, as follows : 

A payment of 2,000 rupees annually made by the Punt Prithee 
Nidhee to the Punt Suchew is now tmnsferred to . his 
Highness ... ... ... ... Rs. 2,000 

Amount enam payments from the Huzzoor Mamla of Karar, for- 

nrerly paid to the Punt, and now transferred to his Highness ... 1,000 

A cash payment to be made yearly by the Punt to his lliglmess’s 
government, or items of revenue or villages to be made over to 
the government of his Highness, as may be arranged by the 
Agent of the British Government, to the amount of ... 6,000 


Total Rs. 9.000 


8 . All dhoomallee, dhurmadao, enanj^^urshashuns, dewastun, rozindar, 
nemnook, dhurj-uck, and such like -s which at present exist within^ 

the territory of the Punt, must be to their holdersthere must be* 

no occasion for complaints on thesew^mf 


9- As 
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9. As the country of the Punt is surrounded by the territories of the 
British Government and of his Highness, it is therefore required that in the 
event of disturbances taking place, every assistance must be given on the re¬ 
quisition of the Mamlutdars of either of the governments. 

10. At the annual festival of the Dussorah the Punt Suchew must always 
appear in person. Under the government of his Highness all titles and honours 
hitherto enjoyed by the Punt Suchew shall be continued. In all ten articles, 
which must not be departed from. 

22nd April, 1820, corresponding with 8lh Rujj ub Soor Sun Ashem Mijuttun 
Wu Ulef, or Arabic year 1220, at Sattara. 

{Signature of Cupt. GrantJ] 

True translation. 

(Signed) Hf.vuy Ada ns. 


-E., No. 4.- 


Seal of H. H. 
the Raja. 


E.4. 
Terms of 
Agreement. 


AGREEMENT on the part of hh Highness the Raja of Sattaua, 
respecting RA.rF.K Srkk CnnrxAJFE, Pundit Suehev:, to 'lehoni these 
commands are issued. 


Tlie country formerly possc.ssed by you has been freely restored and be¬ 
stowed through the liberality of the British Government, and an agreement, 
consisting of 10 articles, has lx;en ina<le out and delivered to you by Captain 
James Grant, Baliadoor, on the part of tlie British Government. Your country 
has con)c within the limits of the territory made over to his Highness by the 
treaty wdth the British Government, which having been approved of, the Huz- 
zoor, for the piirpo.s^ of confirming you in posse.ssion, has determined as follows: 

1. Should any di.sturbances take place in the territories of his Highness, or 
of the British Government which adjoin your country, aid must be afforded by 
sending all the dispo.sable police in your district, on the requisition of the 
Mamlutdars. 

2 . All wuftun and other allowances hitherto possessed by you within the 
territory of his Highnc.ss shall be continued, and, in like manner, all items of 
revenue belonging to his Highness’s government within your country shall con¬ 
tinue to be paid. All doomallee villages and laud, wurshashun, dewastun, 
rozindar, khyrat, nemnook, dhurruck, and all other allowances hitherto enjoyed 
within your country, must he continued without interruption ; and should at 
present any investigation be carrying on respecting the rights or possessions 
of those holding them on Government deeds, decisions must be given upon the 
fairest ])rinciples of justice, so that no complaints may be made. Should per¬ 
sons holding inheritances of the above-mentioned descriptions raise or excite 
disturbances or commit offences against the public peace, or should persons 
possessed of such inheritances die without heirs, you will fully investigate the 
matter and state what may appear really just, when his Highness's government, 
with the advice of the Agent of the British Government, will send such orders 
as may appear fit, which must be conformed to. 

3. That the inhabitants of your c^intry may be protected, justice must be 

honestly administered, and a propM^>>Iice must be established for the preven¬ 
tion and detection of thieves • but if this is not attended to, and 

unjust decisions given, or theft^ffltf^bberies become of frequent occur¬ 
rence so that neople may be oblised t/bn5>g forward complaints; in that case, 

whatever 
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whatever orders may in consequence be issued by his Highness’s government, 
these must be carried into effect. 

4 . Without the knowledge and orders of Government, no extra troops are 
to be levied, or war entered upon with any one. In all cases of domestic dis¬ 
putes, aboutj-elationsliip and such like, no appeal to arms will be permitted, 
but information is to be sent to Government, when such orders as may be sent 
on the subject, with the advice of the Agent of the British Government, must 
be considered binding. 

5 . Excepting those under the government of his Highness, no intercoflrse 
or communication by letter can be allowed with any chiefs, such as Bajee Bow 
Sahib, or other princes, chieftains, commanders, and others, nor is it to be jier- 
mitted to send aid to any one, or to become concerned in any assemblage of 
troops whatever. This article forms the basis of the present agreement, and 
if it is departed from, with the advice of the British Government your posses¬ 
sions shall not be continued. 

6 . All offenders and criminals from your country who may take shelter in 
the territory of his Highness shall be delivered over to you, and, in like manner, 
all offenders and criminals from the territories of his Highness or of the British 
Government who may enter your territory shall be given up and delivered 
over to whichever government they belong, and assistance must be rendered 
to all officers or people of both governments who may go into your districts in 
pursuit of such offenders. 

7. Whilst you remain and perform the conditions of your service in good 
faith, integrity, and fidelity, your possessions shall be continued without 
interruption on the part of his Highness’s government, and on this point the 
British Government is your guarantee, which his Highness’s government 
approves of and agrees to. 

8 . All titles and honours formerly enjoyed by you shall be continued, and 
all requests forwarded by you shall be attended to, apd if reasonable and 
proper they will be granted, but if otherwise, rejected. 

9. As your country adjoins the territory of his Highness, and it may be 
necessary in consequence to effect exchanges, cither for the purpo.se of defining 
boundaries for police arrangements or for settling revenue matters, therefore 
such exchanges shall be made, with the advice of the Agent of the British 
Government, provided they are not injurious to your interests. 

10. You must appear in personal attendance yearly at the festival of the 
Dussorah, and also be present on all occasions of ceremony or congratulation 
when your attendance may be required by his Highness; yon must also 
attend in person whenever the establishment of his Highness may move to 
any great distance. 

11 . A yearly payment of 10,000 rupees was made by you to Government 
on account of elephant establishment, but the village of Sonapoor having 
come into the possession of Government, a deduction of 1,000 rupees is 
allowed in consequence, and the payment of the balance is to be made as 
follows:— 

A payment made annually to you by Purseram Pundit Prithee 
Nidhee, which is now transferred to his Highness’s govern¬ 
ment ... ... ... Ks. 2,000 

Payment formerly made to you from the Huzzoor Mamla of 

Prant Kurar, now transferred to his Highness’s government... 1,000 

A cash payment to be made yearly by you to nis Highness’s 
government, or items of revenue, land, or villages, as may be 
arranged by the Agent of the British Government, to the 
amount of ••• ••• Rs. 6,000 

Total Rs. •*. 9,000 

A trofif^r^hslation. 

(Signed) He]^y Adams. 
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EXTRACT LETTER FROM CAPTAIN JAMES GRANT, POLITICAL 
AGENT AT SATTARA, TO W. CHAPLIN, ESQ., &c. &c. 

Dated Irf September, 1820. 

I now beg to inclose ‘Copies of the terms fixed by me, and of the Raja’s 
agreement upon these terms with the Raja of Akulkote and Shaik Mera 
Waeekur: as these are similar to the agreements with the other Jagheerdars, 
it appears unnecessary to forward the English translations. 


EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

29//t August, 1827. 


Letter from the 
RcBidentatSattara, 
13 Aug. 1827. 


(No. 6S )—LETTER FROM LIEUT. COL. A. ROBERTSON, RESIDENT 
AT SATTARA, TO THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT. 
Dated 13l/t August, 1827. 


Sir,—I have the honour to state, for the information of the Honourable the 
Governor in Council, that the Punt Suchew, who has no offspring, having been 
for some time past ima declining state of health, applied, about the time of my 
arrival here, to his llighness for permission to adopt a successor to his estates. 
This was duly intimated to me by the Vakeels of the Suchew, and also by his 
Highness, who, at the same time, apprized me that he was engaged in pre¬ 
paring various papers which he considered necessary to enable the British 
Government and his own to come to a decision on this subject. 

Having now received these papers from his Highness, I have the honour to 
transmit copies and translates of them for the information of the Honourable 
the Governor in Council. 


During the few days I was absent at Poona, as reported to you under 
date the 2nd instant, the Punt’s illness assumed so alarming an appearance, 
that his Vakeel required that an immediate permissiori should be granted to 
proceed to adoption. To this request, his Highness, with the concurrence of 
Mr. Erskine, who alone happened at the time to be here, replied in the terms 
set forth in the accompanying memorandum delivered to me by his Highness 
on my return. Nothing, however,* has been done under this authoritj' by the 
Suchew, who, I understand, objects to the conditions on which it has been 
granted. ' 

I shall, take the liberty here shortly to state, for the consideration and 
opinion of Government, what are his Highness’s views in regard to the subject 
of the reference. h 

These are, first, to impose on the successor to the present Suchew the 
obligation of furnishing a quota of ti^j^^^r his Highness’s service of the same 
amount, in • proportion to his income^RMf that which the quota of the Akul- 
kotekur bears, to his estate. 

2ndly. That 



POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS. 23 

2 ndly. That the Suchew should yield his personal attendance at Sattara 
in discharf?e of the duties of his department. ._ 

3rdly. That bis Highness should be advised of the opinion of tlie British Letter from the 
Government as to whether what the Suchew bolds in jcxcess of enain and RcwilentatSetuira, 
wuttun should not, after deducting the former fixed salary of the office, be 
accounted for. 

4 thly. That the usual nuzzur should be paid on adoption. 

.'ithly. That in case the Suchew should survive ai»d have offspring, an 
arrangement be made as to the provision to be assigned to the adopted son, 
to prevent future disputes. 

Gthly. That his Highness should be informed of the intentions of the. 

British Government as to the property of the Suchew within its limits in case 
of adoption. 

7 thly. That he should be apprized whether in the opinion of Government 
any difference should be made in the conditions that it may be thought , 
advisable to offer, in case of the adoptioii ftilling on a distant relation of the 
original family, or a person no relation to such family, or on a conne-vion of 
the present Suchew’s own family. 

8 thly. That he be informed of the opinion of the British Government 
as to the conditions under which the Prithee Nidhee may be allowed to 
adopt. 

The three first are the points which his Highness has most at heart, and in 
support of them, he adverts, in the third article of his memorandum, to the 
I)aper formerly' presented to Government, respecting the jiractice with reference 
to the Purdhans in the time of his ancestors; and in the fourth, to the fact 
that even the Peishwa imposed modifications of their tenure on the Suchew 
family on former adoptions. In the sixth also, he states that the Suchew was 
formerly burthened with the expense of lluzzoor, Sebundy, and elephants ; and 
that he accounted for the receipts from his districts as a Mamiutdar, while none 
ol' the Purdhans were considered as on a par with the Sirdar .laghoerdars. In 
the eighth article he adverts to the Purdhans remaining at Poona during the 
Pei.shwa’s rule, while in the ninth he states that the Suchew's territory is larger 
than that of any other Jaghcerdar, and yet is burthened with no obligations. 

Several of the circumstances thus adverted to have already been disposed 
of by the opiidon which Government has offered conSerning them, when 
they were formerly brought forward in other instances by his Highness, espe¬ 
cially those founded on ancient practices; but his Highness attaches consider¬ 
able importance to the decision which Government may eventually come to on 
this case of the Suchew’s ; and though no doubt he fully recollects what has 
already taken place, yet he may think, that in this instance Government will 
be inclined to give all the considerations submitted some weight: while he is 
naturally enough desirous, on every new reference of this kind, to submit the 
same in as complete a state as he considers possible, for the opinion of the 
Honourable the Governor in Council. It is, no doubt, with this view that 
he has not only offered all liis own ideas on the subject, but entered so mi¬ 
nutely into the genealogical inquiries, the result of which is submitted, con¬ 
cerning the Suchew’s family, the successor in which, it will appear by reference 
to the annexed table, has been twice supplied by adoption, and has as often 
deviated from the family of the first founder, viz. in the descendants of .Mah- 
dajee Shunker, who was adopted by Shunker Narrain, and in the adojition of 
the present Punt: while it would appear that the only person at all allied to 
the original founder now alive is Bajee Row Ragonaulh, of Bhorup, and he is’ 
very distantly connected. 

Considering, therefore, that it appears but very doubtful whether the pre¬ 
sent Punt was, before adoption, at all connected with the family of the original 
founder, or even with that of Mahdajer^ Shunker, and that the e.states will . 
now in all likelihood pass by the adoption about to be made by the present 
Punt (who, it*is thought, has one ofAjiga^vn brotiiers in view as a successor)^ 
permanently into the possession of tHs^andekur family, his Highness thinks 
this repeated failure in the descent a reason w'hy soraejnodifihations 

may 
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SATTAUA may he made in the tenure, such as is contemplated in the first point adverted 
P APER S. to jjj tije preceding enumeration of his wishes. 

Letter from the As to the .second point, though its concession might gratify the personal 
**^^a"u**W^*™’ feelings of his Highness, 1 am not aware that it would he productive of any 
■ other good consequences, while it might be attended with many inconve¬ 
niences. 

The third ]3oint, like the preceding, involves a revival of the ancient order 
of things, which seem contrary to our hitherto policy here; and, therefore, 
even if it be admitted that the tenure of the Suchew should be modified, this 
mode of doing so docs nut appear advisable. 

The fourth may be settled with reference to the rules of his ITighness's 
government, established in the time of Capt. Grant, concerning uuzzurs on 
successions, to which his Highness adverts in the figured statement and in his 
memorandum. 


The other points require no sjiccific observation on my part further than 
that, as the que.stion of adoption by the Prithee Nidhec will no doubt soon 
come on, H will be convenient, in reference to the views of his Highness now 
submitted for consideration, that he should be at once placed in possession of 
the o])inion of the British Government. 

As referring to his Highness’s observation about the obligation during the 
Pcishwa’s time on the Punt Suchew to maintaiir Huzzoor elephants, it should 
be remarked that he now pays 9,000 rupees a year to his Highness on that 
account. 

(Signed) A. Roefrtsov, 

Sattara, Resident. 

13th August, 1827. _______________ 


YAD ON THE PART OF HIS HIGHNESS TO THE RESIDENT. 

{Sfwrswia Asshereen Myatain wa Aluf.) 

The Suchew’s Vakeel, Daojec Dhondco, has represented that the Punt wishes 
to adopt a son, and that he will be guided by the Sirkar’s wishes on that sub¬ 
ject. The Sirkur has rci)lied to the Vakeel, that after deliberation, an answer 
will be transmitted. 

1. In case of the concurrence of the Briti.sh Government in the adoption of 
a son, the accustomed nuzzur will be required according to the establi.shed 
rule of this government. 

2. In case of a .son being born to the Suchew, after the adoption of one at 
pre.sent with the knowledge of Government, it will be proper to determinewhat 
provision is to be made for the adopted son. It is wished to ■ know, whether 
this should be dune now. It may be better that it should, lest ally disputes 
should arise hereafter between the two. 

3. A paper was formerly given in respecting the practice in thd time of Shco 
Maharaj, as to the arrangements that were made respecting the eight Purdhans 
of the empire, which is, no doubt, fresh in the memory of the British Govern¬ 
ment. 

4. There were two or three adoptions in the Peishwa’s government in the 
Suchew’s family, at each of which times the usual nuzzur was paid; and under 
certain pleas the Peishwa also resumed certain forts and some part of the 
country of the Suchew. 

5. The Suchew has some rights in.the territory of the’ British Government; 

in case of a son by birth succeeding! or an adopted son, how are these rights 
to be continued ? ‘ 

•' 0. In case of succession by a soilte^er by birth or adoption', theiivter will- 
inherit the wuttun and cnam, but wW^s to be done as to the rernainder (i. e. 
the jagheer)/ Shoul^elhis be regular i according to the former personal allow- 

. ances 
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• 

ances of the eight Purdhans, or not, the country that is under the Suchew was 
formerly burthened with the expense of Huzzoors, Sebundy, and elephants; 
and he also accounted for the collections as for those of a Mamlut. The eight 
Purdhans were not on the same footing as the other Sirdar Jaglieerdars. 

7. The British Government, having regard to the treaty and tlie arrange¬ 
ment made for the Jaglieerdars, will afford its advice, which will be abided by. 

8. Formerly each of the Purdhans used to be employed in his own particu¬ 
lar department, and remained at the Huzzoor, but the Peishwa on his own 
account abolished this custom, and now the custom introduced by the British 
Government is adhered to: but it would be better were the son, or adopted 
son, (if U.e present Suchew to be obliged to be present at the durbar,"and per¬ 
form his duties there. 

!). Tlic Suchew in the Pcishwa’s time used generally to live in Poona, which 
the British Government is aware of; all the other Jaglieerdars perform some 
service to the state, and the Punt has a larger territory than any of them; nor 
docs the present Sucliew keep up the feelkhana as formerly: now it appears 
to us that some Surinjam, either horse or foot, should be arranged for, on prin¬ 
ciples similar to those of the o.tlier Jaglieerdars who yield service, taconimence 
from the successor of the present Suchew, whether he be an heir of his body, 
or of ado])tion. The requiring of service from the Suchew would strengthen 
our power and dignity, which it has always been the wish of the British 
Government to maintain; for that rfeason this yad has been drawn up. The 
whole of tliis proposition having been consMered, the opinion of the British 
Government is requested as to what may appear most advisable, according to 
which a communication will be made to the Suchew. It is the wish of the 
Government that the Suchew should adopt an heir to enjoy his estates, but it 
is desirable to be made acquainted with the customs of the British Government 
in such cases, and particularly its opinion on this, according to which we shall 
act. 

10. As there arc three classes from which adoption may, according to the 
Suchow’s statement, be made, viz. from a family who claims relationship with 
the original family to the extent of three days sootuck (or uncleanness in case 
,of death), from a family having no relationship with the family (i. e. purgo- 
tree), or from the family to which the present Punt belongs, it is desirable to 
know the opinion of the British Government as to what should be done in 
each of these cases of adoption, when we shall regulate our proceedings accor- 
^diiigly: With reference to this, we have sent with this the genealogical table 
of th« family ; from it will be seen that there arc no descendants of the origi¬ 
nal founder of the dignity. 

1 !*.• The advice of the British Government is also requested in the case of 
the Punt Prithee In id hoc, >yho has no relations with exception of the Veshal- 
gurkur (who is so near a relative, that on his death he will continue in sootuck 
lor ten days ) the Prithee Nidhee at Kolapoor, but who has no descendants, and 
l^has'himsijlf therefore recourse to adoption, for an heir. 

These eleven paragraphs are transmitted for the opinion of the British 
Government, in whose favour our power and dignity rests. We have men- 
tibiied what appears to us the best mode of proceeding, but we wait for the 
advice of Government, which will be abided by. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) A, Robeetson, 

Resident. 
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J2XTKACT BOMiBXr 

(No. 78.)—MINUTE BY THE PRESIDENT, 

Dated Q.Ath Augmt, 1827. 

I would recommend that the Raja should be informed that as the Punt 
Suchew was the first chief of rank who came over from the Peishwa, he has 
personal claims in addition to those he derives from his representing the foun¬ 
der of the family of the Siichews; that during the Peishwa’s time he was rather 
considered as a descendant tlian a subject, and that though the Peishwa took 
nuzzurs on successions, he never exacted service. On these grounds, if he had 
remained under the British Government, he would have been allowed to adopt 
without any new terms being im|)osed on him, it having been the intention of 
this Government that lie should not be in a worse situation than he was under 
the Peishwa. 

The Raja will probably not think it proper that he should suffer from having 
voluntarily chosen to hold his lands of his Highness rather than of the British 
Government. It would, therefore, be the most liberal plan for bis Highness 
to allow him to adopt, merely taking a nuzzur for the privilege. This, there¬ 
fore, is the proceeding which the Governor in Council would recommend to 
his Highness. As, however, the person to be adopted, is one who has of him¬ 
self no claim whatever to succeed, there will be no injustice (if .such be the 
Raja’s view of the case) in his annexing some conditions to his succes.sion. 

They should, however, be of a moderate charaetcr, and his furni.shing a 
quota of horse for the use of the state to which he belongs, seems amongst 
the most reasonable. The quota, however, should be moderate in proportion 
to those of the chiefs who have always held their lands on a military tenure. 
His attendance at Sattara and his accounting for all his lands except wuttun, 
would be destructive of the footing on which the Punt Suchew has long been 
established. 

In answer to the Raja’s question regarding the Suehew’s possessions in the 
British territories, he may be informed that, in this instance, the Government 
will continue them to the adopted son. 

There seems no objection to the Raja’s requesting the Suchew to fix an 
allow'ancc for his adopted son, in case a son should hereafter be born to him. 

Witii regard to the Prithee Nidhee, I am directed to observe that, he having 
no personal claims on the British Government, in the event of his death with¬ 
out any relation entitled to succeed him, it will rest with the Raja to make such 
arrangements regarding his jaghecr as he may think equitable. 

Should he leave no relation except the Veshalgur Prithee Nidhee, that per¬ 
son being the subject of a foreign state, it does not seem expedient that he 
should be allowed to hold a surinjam in the Raja’s country. He should, how¬ 
ever, be allowed his claim to wuttun, or other hereditary property, according 
to the Hindoo law. 

(Signed) M. Elpiiinstone. 

24th August, 1827. 


(No. 79.)—The following LETTER is written to the Punt Suchew, through 

the Persian Secretary. 

(After compliments.) 

I have had the pleasure to receive your letter of the 25th Mohurrum, and 
have heard of 3 ’our illness with great regret. 1 hope, however, that you will 
ere long recover, and that you may live to transmit your possessions to your 
own descendants. ^ 

With regard to the terms proposed to be annexed to the adoption, it must 
be observed, that although you an^ your heirs are to hold your jagheer on 
certain stipulated terms, yet that, oija total failure of heirs, it must revert to 

his 



his Higli'j'fess the Raja, and that if his Highness allows it to be continued in 
such a case by adoption or otherwise, his Highness is at liberty to attach what 
conditions he thinks expedient to the permission. 

As to the terms, this Government has no reason to think that the Raja’s de¬ 
mands will be unreasonable, and will recommend your case to his conside¬ 
ration ; you, however, must recollect that you voluntarily, preferred the Raja’s 
sovereignty, the decision must therefore rest with his Highness, the British 
Government not being able to interfere, unless there be a breach of the 
agreement. 

For the rest, 


t 


&c. &c. See. 


True copy. 

(Signed) W. H. Watiiek, 

• Persian Secretary to Government. 
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LETTER FROM MR. CHIEF SECRETARY NEWNHAM, TO THE 
RESIDENT AT SATTARA. 

A^o Date. 


Letter from the 
Chief Secretary to 
Government to the 
ResideulatSattara, 
(No date.) 


Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt^f your despatch dated the 
13th instant, with its several enclosures regarding the adoption of a son by 
the Punt Suchew, and to communicate to you the sentiments of the Governor 
in Council on the point at issue. 

You will be pleased to inform his Highness the Raja, that as the Punt 
Suclicw was the first chief of rank who came over fr{>m the Peishwa, lie has 
personal claims in addition to those he derives from his representing the founder 
of tlie family of the Suchew; that during the Peishwa’s time he was rather 
considered as a dependant than a subject, and that though the Peishwa took 
nuKzurs on successions, he never exacted service ; on these grounds if he had 
remained under the British Government, he would have been allowed to adopt 
without any new terms being imposed on him, it having been the intention of 
this Government that he should not be in a worse situation than he was under 
the Peishwa. 


The Raja will probably not think it proper that he should suffer from having 
voluntarily chosen to hold his lands of his Highness rather than of the British 
Government. It would, therefore, be the; most liberal plan for his Highness to 
allow him to adopt, merely taking a nuzzur for the privilege. This, tlrerefore, 
is the proceeding which the Governor in Council would recommend to his 
Highness. As, however, the person to be adopted is one who has of himself 
no claim whatever to succeed, there will be no injustice (if such be the Raja’s 
view of the case) in his annexing some conditions to his succession. 

They should, however, be of a moderate character, and his furnishing a 
quota of horse for the use of the state to which he belongs, seems among the 
most reasonable. The quota, however, should be moderate in proportion to 
those of the chiefs, who have always held their lands on a military tenure. 
His attendance at Sattara, and his accounting for all his lands except wufthn, 
would be destructive of tlie footing on which the Punt Suchew has long been 
established. 

In answer to the Raja’s question regarding the Suchew’s possessions in the 
British territories, he may be informed jthat in this instance the Government 
will continue them to the adopted son. ^ 

There seems no objection to the Rma’s requesting the Suchew to fix ^n 
allowance for his adopted son, in case^ son should hereafter be born to him. 

With 
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» 

With rejrard to the Prithee Nidhee, I am directed to observe, that he having 
no personal claims on the British Government, in the event of his death without 
any relation entitled to succeed him, it will rest with the Raja to make such 
arrangements regarding his jaghcer as he may think equitable. 

Should he leave no relation except the Veshalgur Prithee Nidhee, that 
]>erson being the subject of a foreign state, it does not seem expedient that he 
should be allowed to hold a surinjain in the Raja’s country. He sliould, 
however, be allowed his claim to wuttun, or other hereditary property, 
according to the Hindoo law. 

I have the honour to transmit to you an original letter to the Punt Suchew, 
in reply to one received from the chief, together with English versions for your 
information. , 

(Signed') W. Newxham, 

Chief Secretary. 
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(No. 3209.)—LETTER FROM J. WARDEN, ESQ., DEPUTY AGENT 

FOR SIRDARS IN THE DECCAN, TO THE SECRETARY TO 

GOVERNMENT, 

I^atcd ihe ‘25t/i August, 1832. 

Sir,—I have the honour in the Agent’s absence, to submit, for the consi¬ 
deration and orders of the Right Honourable the Governor in Council, the 
accompanying copy of a letter to, and reply from, the Resident at Sattara. 

2. The facts are these: Gopeeka Bace Joglekur, an inhabitant of Poona, 
(ireferred a claim in the Agent's office against Umeer Singh Seerke and Jan- 
najee Seerke, whom his Ilighncss the Raja of Sattara calls his subjects, but 
whom he would have more correctly described as his relations, hut British 
subjects, Sirdars of the third class, owners of villages in the Concan and Sur 
Deshmooks under grants by the British Government of villages in the Poona 
zilla belonging to the Punt Suchew. 

3. I endeavoured to accommodate these claims, by writing three times to 
the Seerkes on the subject, but as they took no notice of iny communications, 
1 was obliged to allow' the claimant to prosecute them, when a decree was 
passed awarding the principal amount merely of the claim, and that to be 
recovered by such instalments only as T might direct. 

4. These gentlemen took no notice of my proceedings, either by pleading, 
by appealing to the higher court of the Agent, or by remonstrance to me ; and 
execution of the decree was accordingly moved by, and allowed to, the plain¬ 
tiff, and attachment of the villages in the Concan effected through the .fudge 
o£ii||kat zilla, and of the fees derived from the Sur Deshmookec in the Poona 
district, through the Nazir of the Adawlut, whose duty it is to execute decrees 
of the Agent’s department. 

5. It afterwards occurred to me, as the villages from which these fees are 
derived, are the “ enam,” or private property of tlie Punt Suchew, that he 
should be the medium of attachment *,i preference to the Nazir. He has com¬ 
plied with my requisition accordingly, but not without an attempt on the part 
of the Raja of Sattara to prevent it, and which attempt led to my addressing 
the Resident. 


6. The 
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6. The*R.aja sent me back the papers I had submitted to him, with a mes¬ 
sage that he does not acknowledge the authority of the Poona Adawlut within 
the territory of which by treaty he is sovereign, and that he cannot waive his 
undoubted right to administer justice within his own sovereignty, his Adawlut j 
being open to all who choose to appeal to it against his subjects. 

The Resident, while he invites me to state the grounds, of my proceedings, 
is inclined to coincide with the Raja, because the 1st article of the treaty* 
makes him sovereign of the districts specified in the schedule, which schedule 
defines the boundaries of his dominions, but adds, that those boundaries are 
“ exclusive of jagheers,” an expression which the Resident thinks cannot be 
limited to jagheers within the boundaries of his dominions, because the pos¬ 
sessions of the Punt. Suchew arc afterwards particularly named, and the Raja 
of Akulkote’s whole jagheer is without the boundary. 

7. The Resident further thinks that I am acting in opposition to the opinions 
of Mr. Elphinstone and Mr. Chaplin. 

8. Before proceeding to the question of right, I would notice, that the manner 
in which the Raja has treated the judicial authorities here is different from 
the treatment he expects and receives from them. About a month ago, the 
Resident forwarded a memorandum from the Raja, begging the judge to deli¬ 
ver to a person he named certain property under the care of the Nazir of the 
Court, as belonging to one who had died without an heir-at-law. 

9. On the Raja certifying to the heir, I resigned the property at once, and 
think his Highness would have considered me rather an uncourteous represen¬ 
tative of the British Government if I had sent him back his memorandum as I 
might have done, with a message that the Poona Adawlut did not recognize 
the autliority of the Raja of Sattara, and that if his subject wanted the pro¬ 
perty, he must petition the Court, and prove before it that he was the heir. 

10. But to the question of the right. The head .of the family of the Punt 
Suchew has for several generations held the rank of one of the hereditary 
counsellors of the great Rajas of Sattara, whose dominions extended over this 
part of India, and tlie Punt Suchew, like peers in other countries, had exten¬ 
sive enams, or private landed j)roperty, given him by the Raja Shrec Maharaj, 
in the Deccan, Candeish, the Concans, and the Nizam’s country, but which, j" 
on the usurpation of the Peishwas, was burdened with an annual tribute of 
10,000 rupees, as an “ allowance for elephants.” 

11. When the British Government conquered the territories of the Pcishwa, 
the proprietary right of the Punt Suchew was immediately acknowledged, and 
his estates resigned to him before the battle of Ashtee, and while the present 
Raja of Sattara was yet a ])risoner in the Peishwa’s camp. When his High¬ 
ness was captured, the British Commissioner promised him a sovereignty over 
the country extending from the Neera and Bhecma to the Krisna and Wurna, 
and from the Western Ghauts to the city of Pandurpoor, exclusive of jagheers 
within those limits; and a part (though a very smallj part) of the country 
already ceded to the Punt Suchew lay within those limits, and. he was the 
descendant of one of the hereditary'Counsellors of the Rajas of Sattara; the 
Punt Suchew was himself placed under the^^ew Raja, and such of his posses¬ 
sions as lay within his boundary included, with the guarantee of the British Go¬ 
vernment, within his Highness’s sovereignty, the Raja receiving nine-tenths of 
the tribute imposed by the Peishwas, and the homage of the hereditary minister 
of his house. 

12. But that aU the possessions of the Punt Suchew were not placed under 

the 


1817 and 1818. 
J.W. 


• The Treaty will be found at page IS of Treaties and Engagements concluded in 18 

(Signed) 

t bee “Terms conduded with the Pont Suchew" in enclosure A. 

.t In the Britidi jerritoiy t^ Punt Suchew has property yielding an annual revenue of R8.170,00( 
[is mcome from Ins estates in the Sattara countrv is onlv Rs. 15.000 ner annum. 


His mcome from Ins estates in the Sattara country is only Rs. 15,000 per annum. 

(Signed) 


J.W. 
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the sovereignty of the Raja is proved from the very first line of “ The schedule 
of the treaty,” which is as follows: “ That portion of Nurthurie in the Poona 
Prant, and that share of S^rwul which lies south of the Neera nver.” 

13. Now Seerwul is a district, the whole of which is the private property 
(cnam) of the Punt Suchew, some of the villages being to the north of the 
Neera, and some to the south of it; but the Raja’s sovereignty is expressly 
confined to those south of it, and the irresistible conclusion therefore is, that 
the possessions of the Punt Sochew, to the north of the river and elsewhere 
without the limits of the Raja’s dominions, are not under his sovereignty 
at all. . 


14. But allowing for an instant that the Punt Suchew is not an Enamdar, 

but a Jagheerdar, a reference to the original Mahratta placed opposite the 
English version of the schedule will shew, that the boundaries of the Raja’s 
dominions are defined “exclusive of jagheers teitZ/iw limits" (yanch6 

muddo) which were not to belong to his Highness, but to be held and admi¬ 
nistered by the Jagheerdars under the guarantee* of the government who 
bestowed them, some of the Jagheerdars being bound by a separate agree¬ 
ment to ])ay fealty and do service to the Raja for their land and some not, but of 
whose estates none can ever lajise to the Raja except by permission, as 
shewn in the following passage of a letter from the Political Agent (through 
whom the treaty was concluded) to the Commissioner in the Deccan, dated 
February 7tli, 1822: “ I have not yet given his IIighne.ss the list of jagheers 
which are to revert to his government, conceiving it would be more advisable 
to keep back the information to the latest period.” 

15. But on this principle, the Resident argues further, the whole jaghecr of 
Akulkote, which is without the limits, would be excluded from the Raja's 
sovereignty; but the .Jagheerdar of Akulkote is not under Sattara because he 
lives within or without the Sattara frontier, but because, when his jagheer, or 
feudal estate held on condition of serving the lord paramount with a military 
force, was bestowed on him by the British Government, Mr. Eiphinstone 
asked him, - as his jagheer was originally given by one of the great Rajas of 
Sattara, whether he would pay fealty and do service for it to the Raja or to 
the British Government, and under the guarantee of the latter against the 
resumption of the jagheer, he chose the former; and which homage and service 
with the prescribed number of horse is all the Raja can demand, the fiscal 
and judicial administration of the country being conducted by the Jagheerdar. 


IG. On the same principle, the homage and service due from the Putwurd- 
huns and other Jagheerdars, which is a burden to the plain government of the 
British, might have been allowed to swell the pomp of the Raja, without, as 
a necessary consequence, their estates forming part of his dominions. 


17. For if positiop alone make a chief a feudatory of Sattara, how does it 
happen that there is Bulwunt Rao Madhoo Rastiah, a British Sirdar of the 
first class, holding a military jagheer of the British Government in the heart 
of the Sattara country, but paying no homage to, and acknowledging no supe¬ 
riority over him on the part of the Raja, except such as every man who lives 
under the protection of a government, must concede to the general laws 
established in it for the public good. 

18. In short, the only practicable interpretation of the treaty, as it appears 
to me, is that which I have given in the fourteenth paragraph. 


19. But the Resident considers lastly, that my proceedings are opposed to 
the practice and opinions of Mr. Eiphinstone and Mr. Chaplin. On this point 
I beg leave to refer his Lordship in Council to the enclosed extracts from their 
correspondence, the result of which was the establishment of a principle by 
Mr. Elphinstone’s government, and which has been acted on by succeeding 

V governors. 


* Article VII. of the Treaty r—" The posseMion* of the Jagheardors within his Highness's ter- 
“ ritory are to be under the goaeantee of the British GeveranieM, which, on the ether himd, engages 
*' to secure their peffivniing the service'which they ewe ta hi* Highness according t* eMtdthshed 

riratnms ” 



rrovernorl, that the agent was to take cognizance of claims against the Punt 
Suchew as a Sirdar of the first class, when preferred by British subjects and 
arising out of transactions occurring in British territory, leaving others to the 
Raja; and an order of Government was accordingly issued to admit a suit 
againU the Punt Suchew, whose name at this moment stands as a defendant 
before the Agent. 

20. If, then, the Punt Suchew himself is, in respect to his landed property 
in British territory, under the Agent’s jurisdiction, a fortiori, must a British 
subject be so, and a Sirdar collecting fees from that landed property under a 
jrrant from the British Government. 

21. I could multiply instances of this sort, such as the daily jurisdiction 
exercised by the magistrate of Poona over the Punt’s villages, the conninita- 
tion effected in the Commissioner’s office of the Punt’s rights in Candeish, and 
exchanges of territory with him in the Concan, without even consulting the 
Rajd*; but I think 1 must have established that the Raja of Sattara has no 
more sovereignty, by treaty or by practice, over the Punt Suehew’s extensive 
possessions in British territory than the King of England w'ould have over an 
estate in France, because the owner of it happened to be a British peer or a 
British minister; and 1 am sujiported in all 1 have said by the opinion of Balajec 
Punt Natoo, who, as Mr. Elphinstone’s confidential native agent, superin¬ 
tended at Sattara the preparation of the treaty and schedule on which the 
Raja founds his pretensions. 

22. As to Tanajec and Ameer Sing Scerke, whose contumacious contempt 
of tlie Agent’s authority has cau.scd this correspondence, I would submit to 
his Lordship in Council whether they should not be directed to place them¬ 
selves in communication with this office for the liquidation of their just debts, 
and failing to do so, that they should be told, as they avail themselves of their 
retreat and connection at Sattara to set at defiance the regulations of the 
mildest jurisdiction under which British subjects were ever placed in any part 
of the world, that their names will be* erased from the list of its Sirdars, a 
])rocess by which they will most readily distinguish the government to which 
they owe allegiance; as it will place them not only under the Poona Adawlut 
(from which they are now exempted), but under the Concan Adawlut also; 
and from which I have now an unanswered reference, as to whether Seerke's 
villages in the Concan are to be sold, or merely their proceeds attached, in 
.satisfaction of my decree. 

i have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Waede.v, 

Poona, Agent's Office, Deputy Agent. 

25th August, 1832. 

I have sent the Resident a copy of this letter. 

(Signed) J. Wakdew, 

Deputy Agent. 


Gopeeka Baee Joglekur ... ... ... PlaintiffF, 

versus 

Ameer Sing and Tanajee Seerkes ... ... Defendants. 

Claim Rs. 16,462. 2. 

LETTER FROM 3. WARDEN, ESQ., DEPUTY AGENT, &c.. TO 
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL LODWI^K, RESIDENT AT SATTARA, 

Dated 2rd August, 1832- 

Sir,—^In forwjurding to you, for the consideration of his Highness the Rajas 
. a Mahratta memorandum, with copy of a report by the Nazir of the Poona 

- - Adawlut, 
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letter from" 

L Warden, Esq, to 
l>ieut.-CoI. 

• JLiodwick, • 

3 Aug. 1832. 



SA.TTARA Adawlut, and of an order issued by the Punt Suchewr, I have the honour, in the 

P APER S. absence of the Agent, to request that you will be so good as to. point out to 

Letter from Highness that the property attached is situated in villages to the north of 

Jl Warden, Esq. to the river Neera, and without, therefore, the boundary of the Sattara territory; 
Lieat.-Col. and that the Punt Suchew is, in respect to such villages, under the British 
Government. 


Lodwick, 

S Aug. 1832. 


2. Although the Punt Suchew has of himself no objection to the mode in 
which judicial process has in this case issued, 1 think the attachment should 
in the first instance have been attempted through his intervention, and, that 
failing, .only to have exerted the direct authority of the Nazir; and I have 
w-ritten accordingly to the Punt Suchew to request him to give effect to the 
decree passed by me against Seerke. 

I have the honour to be, &c.. 


(Signed) J. Warden, 


Poona, Agent’s Office, 
3rd August, 1832. 


Deputy Agent. 


Letter from Lieut.- LETTER FROM LIEUTENANT-COLONEL LODWICK, RESIDENT 
J. at SATTARA, TO J. WARDEN, ESQ., DEPUTY AGENT FOR 

13 Aug. 1832. SIRDARS, POONA, 

Dated 13tA August, 1}J32. 

Sir,—I had the honour of receiving your letter of the 3rd instant, accom¬ 
panied by copies of report of proceedings of the Poona Adawlut in the case of 
Gopeeka Baee Joglekur, Plaintiff, versus Ameer Sing and Tanajee Seerkes, 
Defendants. 

2. Previously to submitting the subject to the consideration of his Highness 
the Raja, I, searched the diiftur, and made inquiry of my native agent as to 
similar proceedings having been received, but can discover no precedents. 

3. His Highness does not acknowledge the authority of the Poona Adawlut 
w'ithin the territory of which by the treaty with the British Government he is 
undoubted sovereign. 

4. On reference to article 1st. “ The British Government agrees to cede 
“ in pespetual sovereignty to the Raja of Sattara, his heirs and successors, 
“ the districts specified in the annexed schedule.” 

5. On reference to the schedule, it appears that the boundaries of his 
immediate territories are defined, but in thus defining them a clause is 
inserted, “ Exclusive of jagheers, &c.,” thus plainly expressive of his High¬ 
ness having sovereign power over such jagheers, although not within the 
specified limits. 

6. To prevent the possibility of the expression being taken in a different 
light, the schedule, after naming the pergunnas and villages in his Highness's 
immediate dominions, adds, “The possessions of the Raja of Akulkote, the 
Punt Suchew, the Punt Prithee Nidhee, the jagheer of Duffiay, &c. &c. &c. 

7. No stipulitiou is made in the treaty as to tlie Punt Suchew being, in 
respect to such villages as are without the boundary of the Sattara territory, 
under the British Government; upon a similar principle the entire jagheer of 
Akulkote must be under the British Government. 

8. His Highness the Raja cannot waive his undoubted right to administer 
justice within his own sovereignty, his Adawlut being open to all who choose 
to appeal to it for redress against hXt subjects, and the papers are returned 
after being submitted to him as requested. 

• 9. It is possible that I may have taken an erroneous view of this novel case, 
and I shall be glad to receive information which may possibly induce me to 

alter 
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alter my opinion, the interference of the Poona Adawlut appearing to me at 
present contrary to the treaty, and in direct opposition to the opinions of 
Mr. Elphinstone and Mr. Chaplin whose letters invariably express conviction 
of tile Raja’s sovereignty over the jagheer, of which sovereignty the administra¬ 
tion of justice is an undoubted privilege. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) P. Lodwick, 

Sattara, Resident. 

13th August, 1832. 

True Copies. 

John Warden, 

Deputy Agent. 


(No. 3211.)—LETTER FROM MR. CHIEF SECRETARY NEWNIIAM, 
TO G.W. ANDERSON, ESQ., JUDGE AND SESSION JUDGE, 

Dated IQlh April, 1827. 

Sir,—I have the honour to transmit to you a copy of a correspondence 
enumerated in the margin* regarding the settlement of several just debts 
due to Sahowkars by the Punt Suchew. 

2. In submitting these documents, it seems a question how far Government 
should enforce the payment of debts owed by a chief of the Raja of Sattara, 
on the ground of his being entitled to pecuniary payments ii om our territory. 

3. The fairest way might be to enforce those only which are due to our 
subjects, leaving all others to the Raja. 

4. The Governor in Council rccpiests that you will be good enough to state 
how far the above description applies to the creditors whose claims are now 
under consideration. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) W. Newxiiam, 

Bombay Castle, Chief Secretary, 

16th April, 1827. 


(No. 10 of 1825.)—LETTER FROM W. CHAPT.IN, ESQ., COMMIS¬ 
SIONER IN THE DECCAN, TO MR. CHIEF SECRETARY 
NEWNHAM, . 

Dated 15/A January, 1825. 

Sir,—^The Punt Suchew, m)twithstauding my reiterated calls upon him, 
refusing to come to a settlement of several just debts due tut Sahowkars and 
other subjects of the British Government, I request you will do me the 
honour to submit the circumstance to Government, that I may be favoured 
with its sentiments as to the best mode of obtaining rt;drcss for such 
creditors. 

The Punt Suchew is better off now than he was at the time wiien these 
debts were contracted, and there appeals to be an evident w'ant of principle 

on 

From the Commisuoner in the Deccan, dated ISlh January, 1825. 

Reply to.. do . 24th do. 

From the Commiasioner (with enclceures), dated 24th May, 1826. 
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15 Jnn. 1825. 
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Letter from 
W. Chaplin, Ek). 
to Chief Secretary 
Newnhara, 

’5 Jan. 1825. 


on liis part in evading the payment; the best mode of inducing him to attend 
to my representations in respect to such matters, would probably be that of 
temporarily resuming some of his Mokassa Sabotra and Baptcc in the Com¬ 
pany's territories. 

I have, &c. 

• (Signed) W. Chaplin, 

Camp at Sanglee, Commissioner. 

15th January, 1825. 


Letter from 
Chief Secretary 
Newiiham to 
the C<immi£sioncr 
in the Deccan, 
24 Jan. 1826. 


(Ho. 08 of 1825.)—LETTER FROM MR. CHIEF SECRETARY NEWN- 
HAM TO THE COMMISSIONER IN THE DECCAN, 

Dated lAlh January, 1825. 

Sir,—I have tlie honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 
15th inst. respecting the refusal of the Punt Suchew to come to a settlement 
of his just debts. 


2. The Governor in Council approves of the mode suggested by you for the 
payment of the Punt’s debts, but before acting on it, he requests timt you 
will satisfy yourself, either that a similar step has been adopted in the Peish- 
wa's time, or that other measures, proving an equal degree of interference, 
have then been resorted to. 


3. The Governor in Council takes it for granted that these claims relate to 
some possessions of the Punt’s within the Company’s territories, and no-wisc 
connected with the Raja of Sattara. 

4. If the interference of the British Government would at all clash with the 
sovereignty of the latter prince, any measure adopted must be effected through 
the Resident at Sattara, in communication with bis Highness. 

I have, &c. 


Bombay Castle, 
'24th January, 1825. 


(Signed) W. New'niiam, 

Chief .Secretary. 


Esttact Letter 
from the late Com- 
inissioncr in tlic 
Deccan, 

24 May, 1826. 


EXTRACT FROM A LETTER FROM THE LATE COMMISSIONER 
IN THE DECCAN TO GOVERNMENT, 

Dated the 2Ath May, 1826. 


Para. 2. Three precedents having been found of the sequestration of villages 
and umuls by the late Government, for the purpose of liquidating the debts of 
the holders, I think that the same course may with great propriety be followed 
in regard to the Punt’s possessions in the British territory, which, being quite 
unconnected with the Raja of Sattara, the measure would in no respect clash 
with his sovereignty. 
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LETTER FROM G. W. ANDERSON, ESQ., AGENT AT POONA, 
• TO MR. SECRETARY NORRIS, 

Dated Qth April, 1827. 

Sir,_I do myself the honour to reply to your letter of the 5th instant, call- 

in'i' for my opinion and report upon a petition from Guugadhur Trimbiikh 
lihut. 

It appears that Gungadhur Trimbukh had the inamlut of the Punt Suchew’s 
districts for eleven years many years ago, and that he makes claim for a bal¬ 
ance of advances not covered by the collections. 1 believe the Punt Siiehew 
answers this by the averment, that an adjustment of tlie accounts of the man¬ 
agement of the mamlut, whilst in the hands of the petitioner, would shew a 
balance in his (the Punt’s) fovour. 

Gungadhur Trimbukh is a native of the Conean and resides in Poona. 

Tlic Punt Suchew holding lands in the British territory, 1 believe there can 
be no tiucstion of his being subject, so far as those lands arc concerjied or so 
far as tlieir value will yield, to claims advanced in conformity with tlie rules 
established by the Government for the administration of justice, whosoever tiie 
com|)Iainant may be. In the same manner, 1 should consider that any pay¬ 
ment derived from the Government forming a property would be exigible to 
the liquidation of debts declared due by the authority constituted for the de¬ 
cision of these claims. 

Gungadhur Trimbukh is a British subject, if thenTore he declines to submit 
his claim to the jurisdiction of the Sattara Raja, however desirable we might 
esteem that course, I am of opinion the Government can in no other w^ay act 
than to see that justice is done to him under the rules, and in the manner pro¬ 
vided for tlie general adjudication of similar cases. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) G. W. A-xpersox, 

Agent's Office, Agent. 

9th April, 1827. 


(No. G43 of 1827.)—LETTER FROM MR. SECRETARY NORRIS TO 

.T. A. DUNLOP, ESQ., AGENT FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF 

DEBTS OF SIRDARS IN TIIE DECCAN, 

Dated 24th ^pril, 1827. 

Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your predecessor’s letter 
of the 9th instant, reporting upon Gungadhur Trimbukh’s claim on the Punt 
Suchew’s districts while he had the mamlut some years ago. 

The Governor in Council authorizes you to investigate this case, and report 
to Government in tlie manner laid down in the rules regarding Sirdars’ suits. 

The. Governor in Council is not, however, prepared to adijpit that the cir- 
cunistance (rf the Punt Suchew having land within the Honourable Company’s 
territory, gives this Government a right to interfere in disputes originating 
with persons not British subjects, and in matters transacted beyond British * 
jurisdiction. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. Norris, 

Bombay Castle, Secretary to Government. 

24th April, 1827. 

True Copies. . . • 

(Sigi^d) J. Wardek, 

Deouta Aghnt. 
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SATTAUA (No. 3212.)—LETTER FROM MR. SECRETARY BAX TO THE 

RESIDENT AT SATTARA, 


Letter from 
Mr. Secretary Uax 
to the KeBident at 
Sattara. 


Dated V6th September, 1832. 

Sir,—With reference to your correspondence with the Deputy Agent for 
Sirdars regarding the case of Gopeeka Baee Joglekiir versus Ameer Sing and 
Tanajee Seerke, I am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor in 
Council to inform you that Government awaits a communication from you on 
this subject. 

I have, &c. 


Bombay Castle, 
13th September, 1832. 


(Signed) J. Bax, 

Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

10^/t October, 18.82. 


].ettcr from 
the Resident at 
•Sattara to Mr. 
Secretary ]5ax, 
19 Sept. 1832. 


(No. 3494.)—LETTER FROM LIEUTENANT COLONEL LODWICK, 
RESIDENT AT SATTARA, TO MR. SECRETARY BAX. 

Dated 19/// September, 1832. 


Sir,—In acknowledging the honour of your letter. No. 1050, dated the KJtit 
instant, apprizing me that Government awaits a communication from me in 
the case of Gopeeka Baee .Toglekur versus Ameer Sing and Tanajee Seerke, 
I lose no time in .submitting to the Right Honourable the Governor in Council 
such remarks upon the Deputy Agent’s communication to Government a.s 
appear called for. 

2. The Deputy Agent’s letter to me of the 3rd August, and my reply of 
the 13th, having been submitted, 1 need but advert to them so far as to 
observe, that in returning the proceedings of the Court in the case above 
mentioned, no disrespect whatever wdl intended towards a British authority ; 
they were returned as relating to a subject on which the Raja’s government 
declined all interference ; the i)roceedings of the Agent apparently resting 
upon authority or precedent with which I was not acquainted until the 
receipt of that gentleman’s letter to Government, No. 76 of 1832. How far 
that authority and those jirecedents justify the Deputy Agent’s proceedings in 
the present case, it would be presumptuous in me to offer an opinion, as the 
subject is submitted by him to Government. 1 cannot, however, permit the 
remarks that gentleman has made on the rights of the Raja as established 
by the treaty of Sattara to pass without comment, lest it should be supposed 
I coincide in opinion with him. 

3. In paras. 10 to 14 an attempt is made to invalidate the claims of the 
Raja of Sattara to the sovereignty of the jahgeers placed under him by 
treaty. 

4. I have read that treaty most attentively, and it appears to me that the 
very arguments used by the Deputy Agent against my construction of it, tend 
most strongly to its support. 

5. Had the Jagheerdars been independent of the Sattara Raja, it would have 
been a mockery on tVe t^^rt of the Raja, and that with the cqncurrence of the 

British 
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British Government, to have granted terms attested by the seal of Captain 
Grant, in which the following is a passage common to the whole:—" The 
“ districts of the Punt being within the limits of the territory made over by 
“ treaty to his Highness the Raja of Sattara,.the Punt therefore is placed 
“ under the governlnent of his Highness; the British Government is the 
“ guarantee, and the terras are fixed as follows.” 

fi. The very passage from Captain Grant’s letter of February 7th, 1832, 
quoted in the 14th para, of the Deimty Agent’s letter, is sufficient proof tl>at 
certain jagheers were to revert to his Highness the Raja, and in the first and 
original copy of the schedule, which was part of the treaty, after enumerating 
the cli.stricts, &c., of his immediate dominions, the expression follows, 
“ Together with the possessions of the Raja of Akulkote, the Punt Snehew, 
See., »kc.” 

7. The Deputy Agent makes a distinction between enam property and 
jagheer, as concerns the Punt Suchew, but the: ])resent Punt certainly did not 
inherit either one or the other, but attained both, il’ there is a distinction, by 
adoption. The accompanying letter from the Honourable Mr. Elphinstone, 
then governor, to the late Punt, a short time previous to hi.s decease, appears 
to im: so powerful a commentary upon the treaty of Sattara by the very 
authority under whose orders it was framed, that nothing further is rer|uired 
to estabiish the Raja’s right to full sovereignty over his .lagheerdars, unless it 
can be proved that the enam lands came to the present Punt by hereditary 
(Ic.scent, and not with the jagheer, by adoption. 

8. I conceive it must not be lost sight of, that the treaty of Sattara was 
signed .so early as the ‘2.jth September, 1819, and when, at a sub.sequeut 
period, the .several jagheers had been granted, the Jagheerdars were rc{|uired 
to decide whether they would be subject to the British Government or the 
Raja of Sattara, and agreements were made out accordingly. That <ni tlie 
part of his Tiighness the Raja and the Punt Suchew, is dated 22nd 
April. 1820. 

9. The treaty of September, 1819, defines the territory of the Raja as a 
sovereign prince, free from all control. The schedule, supplementary to that 
treaty, and to which it refers, after defining the general frontiers of his imme¬ 
diate territories, exclusive of jagheers, proceeds to mention the several jagheers 
that are subject to his sovereignty. 

10. I will not occupy the time of the Right Honourable the Governor in 
Gouucil, by entering further into a question which is removed from the case 
at issue, and shoidd Jiave confined myself to the excwlpation of his Highness 
the Raja from the accusation made or implied by the Deputy Agent of treating 
his authority with disrespect, hud not th.at gentleman oHered several ojhnions 
wliieli appear to mi: in direct opposition to the literal meairiiig of the treaty, 
and the sentiments of the high authority who was the framer of it. 

1 have. See. 

(Signed) P. Lopwick, 

Sattara, ’Resident. 

19th September, 1832. 


SATTAKA 
PA I‘Elis. 

Letter from 
the Resident at 
Sattara to Mr. 
Sffirctary Bax, 
•Sept. 1832. 


COPY OF A LETTER FROM THE HONOURABLE THE . Lett« from 

GOVERNOR TO THE PUNT SUCHEW, the Governor to 

the Punt Suchew, 

Dated 28th August, 1827. . 28Aiie.i827. 

I (After Gompliments.) 

I have had the pleasure to receive your letter of the 25th Mohurum, and 
have heard of your illness with great regret. I hope, however, that you will 
ere long recover, and that you may live to transmit your possessions to your* 
own descendants. 


With 
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With regard, however, to the terms proposed to be annexed to the adoption, 
it must be observed, that although you and your heirs are to hold your jagheer 
on certain stipulated terms, yet that, on a total failure of heirs, it must revert 
to his Highness the Raja, and that if his Highness allows it to be continued, 
in such a case, by adoption or otherwise, his Highness is'at liberty to attach 
what conditions he thinks expedient to the permission. 

As to the terms, this Government has no reason to think that the Raja’s 
demand will be unreasonable, and will recommend your case to his consider¬ 
ation ; you, however, must recollect, that you voluntarily preferred the Raja’s 
sovereignty, the decision must therefore rest with his Highness, the British 
Government not being able to interfere unless tliere be a breach of agreement. 

For the rest, &c. &c. &c. 

True copy. 

(Signed) W. H. Watiien, 

True copy. Persian Secretary to Government. 

(Signed) P. Lodwick, 

Resident. 


(No. 3495.)—MINUTE BY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE 

GOVERNOR, 

(Subscribed toby the Board,) 

Dated Ath Octoba\ 1832. 

An attentive perusal of the treaty and of these papers satisfies me, that the 
Deputy Agent has taken a correct view of this case of jurisdiction ; whatever 
instrument passed between Captain Grant and the Punt, could only cover his 
possessions actually within the Sattara Raja’s territory, that officer being con¬ 
fined in all his acts to the kingdom given to the Raja; and the acquiescence of 
the British authorities in the Dcccan would have been necessary to have given 
the Raja jurisdiction over districts situated beyond the limits of his territory. 

(Signed) Ci.aue. 

27th September, 1832. 


(No. 3496.)—Resumed considerations of our proceedings in this department, 
dated 19th September, 1832.—Nos. 3209 to 12. 

Ordered that the following letters be written : 

LETTER FROM MR. SECRETARY BAX TO THE AGENT FOR 
SIRDARS IN THE DECCAN, 

Dated Ath October, 1832. 

Sir,—I am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of the Deputy Agent’s letter, dated the 26th August 
last, submitting copy of a correspondence with the Re.sident at Sattara, re¬ 
garding the case of Gopeeka Baee Joglekur verms Ameer Sing and Tanajee 
Seerke. 

2. His Lordship in Council having attentively perused the treaty and the 
correspondence on the subject, is satisfied that the Deputy Agent has taken a 
correct view of this c;ase of jurisdiction. Whatever instrument passed between 
Captain Grant and the Punt Suchew, could only cover his possessions actually 
' ■ ■■ within 
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Mr. Secretary Bax 
4 Oct. 1838. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Bax, 

Bombay Castle, Secretary to Government. 

4tli October, 1832. 


within the Sattara Raja’s territory, that officer being confined in all liis acts 
to the kingdom given to the Raja, and the acquiescence of the British autho¬ 
rities in the Deccan would have been necessary to have given the Raja juris¬ 
diction over districts situated beyond the limits of his territory. 

3. I have the honour to transmit for your information, a copy of a letter 
from the Resident, dated the 19th ultimo, with its enclosure on this subject, 
and to inform you that a copy of this letter has been forwarded for the infor¬ 
mation of Lieutenant-Colonel Lodwick. 


(No. 3497.)—LETTER FROM MR. SECRETARY BAX 
RESIDENT AT SATTARA, 

Dated Alh October, 1832. 


TO THE I.,etter from 

Mr. Secretary Bax 
to the Resident at 
Sattara, 

4 Oct. 1832. 


Sir,—I am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge tlie receipt of your letter, dated tlie 19th ultimo, with its en¬ 
closures in the case of Gopeeka Baee Joglekur versus Ameer Sing and Tana- 
jee Seerke, and to transmit for your information and guidance copy of my 
letter of this day’s date to the Agent for Sirdars, which you will be pleased to 
communicate to his Highness the Raja. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) J. Bax, 

Bombay Castle, Secretary to Government. 

4th October, 1832. 
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(No. 545.)— EXTRACT MEMORANDUM BY MR. WARDEN, LATE Extract Memoran- 
DEPUTY AGENT FOR SIRDARS IN THE DECCAN, dnmbyMr. 

Warden, 

Dated 2nd February, IS'AG. 21 eb. 1835. 

I sec that the Raja on this occasion re-asserts his claim of sovereignty over 
the British jagheers. I had hoped that my letter to Government of the 25th 
August, 1832, and the decision of his Lordship in Council thereon, would have 
set this question at rest. I have discussed this point most fully in the 11th, 

14th, 15th, loth, 17th, and 21st paragraphs of that letter, and the best proof, 
as it appears to me, that this interpretation is the true one is, that by the adop¬ 
tion of any other, we should destroy one of the fundamental principles on* 
which Mr. Elphinstone settled the Deccan, vh. to establish a small sovereignty 
in the middle of the Deccan extending from the Neera and Bheema to the 
Krisna and Wurna, and from the western ghauts to the city of Pundurpoor. 

'I’hci practical result of the Raja’s present pretensions would be the extension 
of the arm of his sovereignty not only into the lieart of the zillas of Ahmed- 
n^uggur and Kandeish, but even beyond the Deccan itself into the Southern 
Concan, where the Punt Suchew has landed property. * 
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(No. 548.)—LETTER FROM CHARLES NORRIS, ESQ., CHIEF 
SECRETARY TO (R)VERNMENT, TO THE RESIDENT AT 
SATTARA, 

Dated Oih March, 1835. 

Sir,—I am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt oi’ your letter of the 18th October la.st, with its 
enclosures, on the snhjcf^t of the rcsum[)tion of tlie possessions of Shaik Mora 
Wacokiif in Kandcish, and to signify to a that tiic case of theWaeektir has 
been rcft iTcd to the (Jovernment of India, as liie Government has not the 
power to coiilimic any jaghcer.s wiilieiit its sanction. 

‘J. Tlis Lordship in (.'ou:;eii furtl'. i' instructs mo to ref|ucst that you will 
explain, in the mo.'t friend!;' tc-rins, to Ins HighiU'ss the Raja of Sattara, that 
his j)ret';nsioii.s to sovereignty in British territories, where land is held by his 
subjects, cannot be admitted. 

I have the honour to be, I'kc. 

(Signed) CiiAjii.ii.s Nojti.-is, 

Boinbav Ca.stie, Ciiief Sccretarv. 

'/th March, 183.5. 

True Extract. 

(Signed) C. No unis, 

(.Ihief Secretary to Government. 


LETTER FROM IJEUTE.XANT COl.QN’EL LODWICK, RESIDENT 
AT SATTARA, TO C. NORRIS, ESQ., CHIEF SECRETARY TO 

GOVERNMENT, 

J)at.id 'di'd J/ili/, 1835. 

Sir,—! liave had tlii' homnir of receiving your lettfir <.)f April 25lh, 1835, 
accompanying an extract iVoin the Honourable Gourt of Directors’ di-sjjatch of 
Sei)tember 2(i, 1834, together with three letters from bis Highness tin; Raja of 
Sattara, for the i)nrpose of i)eing rt;turned. 

2. In eomninnicatiiig^he substance of the Honourable (aairl’s letter to his 
Highness the Raja, as directed, 1 (‘xplaii’.ed most fully the motive.s whieli Jiad 
decided the return of his letters addressed to individuals iu Europe, adding 
the assurance given l)y the Honourable Court, that his Highness might confi- 
<leutly rely upon his rights and interests always having tlie utmost cousidc- 
ration, at the same lime leaving him under no restraint with resfiect to private 
eorresjiondcnce. 

3. The Raja having, about the period adverted to, paid a visit of ceremony 
to the Right ilonourahle the Governor on his arrival in the country, tobk the 
opportunity of a private interview to express his full sense of the Honourable 
Court’s consideration, and stated the particular articles of the Treaty of 181!l 
on which there aj^peared to exist a difference of interpretation between the 
local British Government and himself. 

4. It was then decided that the several cases in point should be submitted 
to the Right Honourable the Governor in Council, through the Resident, and 
eventually to the ultimate consideration of the Honourable the Court of 
Directors. 

5. This arrangement could not fail of proving most satisfactoiy to4iis High- 
ne.ss, who, in adverting to the letter addreased to the Honourable Mr. Elphin- 
slone being returned, took the opportunity of expressing his confidence in 
that enlightened statesman, who had framed the treaty which conferred his 

sovereignty. 



POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS. 


41 


sovereignty, and who must therefore be most competent to explain its inten¬ 
tions. His Highness added, that should the Honourable Court be pleased to 
consult that gentleman, his opinion would be conclusive and satisfactory, 
however adverse to his own interests. 

6. I proceed to give in detail the substance of his Highness’s interpretation 
of the treaty, as explained in several interviews, and by numerous memoran¬ 
dums. 


SATTARA 
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Letter from the 
Resident at Sattara 
to the Chief Secre¬ 
tary to 
Government, 

3 July, 1835. 


7. The Raja considers that the treaty of 1819 confers upon him and his 
heirs for ever the full sovereignty, subject only to the guarantee of the 
British Government, over the six .fagheerdars named in the schedule attached 
to the treaty. He considers that .sovereignty, as securing the reversion of 
the whole estate, strictly considered surinjam, to the Sattara government, 
whether .situated within or without the immediate boundary, on the event of 
lapse from default of heirs or adimtion, and his question appears to be decided 
by paragraph twenty-two of the Honourable Court’s letter of September 26th, 
1834, which states that, ‘‘In default of heirs, by birth or adoption, the obli- 
“ gation of our guarantee ceases, and the jagheers must lapse to the Raja.” 

8. In the event of adoption on the part of Jagheerdars, the Raja claims 
nuzzerana for the whole jagheer ; this w^as not disputed in the case of the Punt 
Suchew, in 1827, when it was elearly stated by Mr. Elphimstone, then 
Governor of Bombay, that no adoption could take place but by the permis¬ 
sion of the Raja, as sovereign authority ; the adoption was sanctioned, and the 
nuzzerana paid to the Raja of Sattara. 


9. The Raja conceives that his rights have been infringed in the resumption 
of the jagheer of Shaik Mera Waeekur, in Candeish. 

10. The schedule attached to the treaty of 1819, after enumerating the 
several pergunnas within the boundary made over to the Raja of Sattara, 
expressly names as part of the sovereignty the jagheer of Shaik Mera Waee¬ 
kur as well as those of the other live .lagheerdars, and without making any 
reservation as to where such possessions may be situated. 


11.* Tins subject was brought to the consideration of the Right Honourable 
the Governor in Council, and referred to the Suiiremc Government, the deci¬ 
sion of which is subject to the final determination of the Honourable Court of 
Directors. 


12. His Highness the Raja considers, that if the jagheer is resumed, it must 
by the treaty be to his benefit, but he is most desirous that the jagheer should 
be continued to Shaik Khan Mahomed, son of Shaik Mera; the family, as 
.shewn in the genealogical sketch attached to my report, is one of the oldest 
adherents of the Sattara state, and although the jagheer is not strictly heredit¬ 
ary, yet sunnuds have on every demise been granted from father to son, from 
the time of Shawoo Raja. 

13. There remains another claim on the part of the Raja which is not 
provided for in the treaty, and the only su]jport on which it rests, is a letter 
from the Honourable Mr. Elphin-stone,* in which is the following sentence :— 

“ The modern jagheers granted by the Peishwa will in most cases fall to 
“ your Highness on the death of the present incumbents.” 

14. This evidently refers to small jagheers within the boundaries of the Sat¬ 
tara state, and it is to be regretted that the li.st of jagheers which were to 
revert to the Raja on the death of the possessors mentioned in Mr. Elphin- 
stone’s letter as having been given to his Highness by Captain Grant, should 
neither be in his possession nor among the records of this residency. 

15. The jagheer village of Cowtalee, lately resumed by the Briti.sh Govern- . 
ment, is claimed by the Raja, as coming strictly within the meaning of 

Mr. Elphin* 

from the Honoundble Mr. Eiphinttone to hi* Highness th« Raja, dated 26th January, 



43 


EXTRACT BOMBAY 


SATTAHA 

PAPERS. 

< 

Letter from the 
Resident at Sattara 
to the Chief Secre¬ 
tary to 
Government, 
1835. 


Letter from the 
Resident at Sattara 
to J. P. Willough¬ 
by, Esq. 

20 June, 1836. 


Mr. Elphinstone’s letter above referred to, as it is within the limits of the 
Sattara state, and the annual revenue amounts to about Rs. 2,000. 

16. There are manysmalljagheers of a similar description within the Raja’s 
territory, and as this is the first instance of one of them having lapsed, the 
decision on this case naturally involves the fate of the others, as they may fall 
by the decease of present incumbents either to the British Government or to 
the Raja of Sattara. 

17. Having lately submitted this subject* to the consideration of the Right 
Honourable the Governor in Council, I have but to observe, that in the event 
of his Highness’s claim not being admitted by that authority, it would be 
highly gratifying to him to have a reTerence made upon the general question 
to the Honourable Court of Directors. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) P. Lodwick, 

True copies. Resident, Sattara. 

(Signed) J. Willoughby, 

Secretary to Government. 


LETTER FROM LIEXJTENANT-COLONEL LODWICK, RESIDENT 
AT SATTARA, TO J. P. WILLOUGHBY, ESQ., SECRETARY TO 
GOVERNMENT, 

Jjated 20th June, 1836. 

(Secret Department.) 

Sir,—I have, the honour to request you will bring to the notice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor in Council, that having reason from private intelli¬ 
gence to suppose that his Highness the Raja had, without communicating his 
intentions to the British Resident, cither entered into engagements with, or 
adopted preliminary steps to that end with a person named Syud Meer (a 
Mussulman inhabitant of Bombay), to act as his accredited agent or Vakeel in 
the settlement of certain disputed points of a political nature, arising out of 
the several articles of his treaty with the British Government, and that it was 
his Highness’s intention to send this Vakeel either to Calcutta or to England, 
I requested an interview with his Highness, which took place on the evening 
of the 16th, in presence of Appa Sahib Maharaj and Balia Sahib Senaputtee. 


2. The detail of what ]>assed I now submit to the consideration of Govern¬ 
ment, together with the translation of a memorandum since given in by the 
Raja. 

3. Although his Highness has occasionally hinted at the probability of being 
eventually obliged to resort to this measure, I was not prepared for its imme¬ 
diate adoption ; and especially after the assurance given by the Right Honour¬ 
able the Governor during the late interview at N’hcr, that the several questions 
at issue should be referred to the consideratiun of the Honourable Court of 
Directors without fiirthcr delay. 

4. It appears, however, that a copy of the treaty, and every document re¬ 
lating to the claims of his Highness suppo.scd to be founded upon that treaty, 
have been given to Syud Meer, who had an interview with the Raja; but so 
far as I can a.scertain, he has not hitherto received any definite instructions or 
authority to act as agent for his Highness. 


5. How far this conduct on the part of his Highness is in accordance with 
the fifth article of his treaty granted with the territory by the British Govern¬ 
ment, I am not prepared to give an opinion, but submit the case for considera¬ 
tion. 


t Eefi'dent’s Letter, dated 24th June, 1835. 
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tion. The motive for keeping me in ignorance of the transaction is evident; 
for being bound to consult the Resident on all occasions, and to abide by his 
opinion, his Highness was well aware of the result of such a reference in the 
]>resent case, and that the consequence of acting in decided opposition to the 
Resident’s opinion might be deemed a violation of the second article of the 
treaty. 

G. In extenuation of the Raja’s disingenuous conduct in the case now sub¬ 
mitted to Government, I may be allowed to observe, that his feelings have 
becn, during four years, and particularly during the last year, in a state of 
increasing excitement, respecting what he considered infringement of the 
treaty, from time to time, on the part of the liritish Government; and these 
feelings being restrained by the prospect of a reply from the Honourable 
Court, acquired additional force on ascertaining, during the late interview tvith 
the Right Honourable the Governor, that no reference had hitherto been made 
to the Court of Directors; and from that mouicnt he evidently resolved to 
appeal through an'agent of his own ; and tliis, I believe, he hinted to the 
Right Honourable the Governor during tin; interview : he certainly has a full 
conviction of having done so. 


SATTARA 
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Z.etter from the 
Resident at Eattara 
to J. P. Willough¬ 
by, Est|. 

20 June, I83G. 


7. I hope to be honoured with early instructions as to the lijic of conduct 
I am to adopt in consequence of the late breach of confidence on the part of 
his Highness—the first instance within my knowledge, as his intercourse with 
me has been carried o)i in perfect good fiiith, and firm reliance on the friend- 
sliip of the Rritish Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. Lodwick, 

Resident at Sattara. 


SUBSTANCE OF A CONVERSATION WHICH TOOK PLACE AT AN 
INTERVIEW WITH II. 11. THE RAJA OF SATTARA, 

On^the Evenit/g of the IGlh instant, at the Palace. 


Substance of a 
Conversation with 
the Raja. 


Present, his Highness, the British Resident, Appa Sahib Maharaj, and Balia 

Sahib Senaputtee. 

The conversation was introduced by the Resident’s noticing the reports in 
circulation, and his having been informed, that his Iliglmess had engaged a 
person, an inhabitant of Bombay, by name Syud Meer, or Mecr Sahib, as his 
Vakeel, to be employed in obtaining his supposed rights over tlie estates of the 
Jaf^heerdars 5 that this had bc6n cfiectcd secretly, witlioutany conimuiiication 
with the British Government. 

The Resident put the question to his Highness, as to the general truth or 
falsehood of this intelligence. 

In reply, his Highness commenced by declaring that the subject to which 
tins conversation referred had been a source of unhappiness to him for the past 
lour years; that the late Governor had promised on his visit of ceremony to 
reler the c^e ; that the present Governor had given an assurance last year to 
le same effect, but on bis Highness, at the late private interview iu May last, 
requesting to be informed when a reply from the Court to representations for, 
warded last year by the Resident, might be expected, he was told, that no 
representation of the case had yet been made to the Honourable Court of 
irectors. His Highness became much agitated, and declared that his food 
was Hateful to him, and that he had no happiness, &c. On bringing his Migh- 
e.ss lack to the simple question, he acknowledged that lie had .sent for Syud . 
- eer, aiul that he had entrusted him with copies of the treaty with the British 
other documents relating thereto. Ilis Highness denied 
gooe beyond this, and declared that he had informed Syud Mecr that 
ihg should be done in the affair until the approaching Dussorah. 

’ The 
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Conversation with 
the Raja. 


Yud from the 
Kaja to the 
Resilient, 

16 June, 1^6. 


The Resident replied by pointing out the departure on the part of his High¬ 
ness from that confidence in the British Government, and its accredited agent, 
which had hitherto directed all his acts ; and further, observed upon tlie assu¬ 
rance which the Right Honourable the Governor had given to his Highness at 
Malcolm Peyt, that he would immediately address the Home Government on 
the subjeet at issue. 

The Resident ^minted out the friendly feeling towards him and his Govern¬ 
ment, which both the Bombay Government and the Honourable Court had in¬ 
variably expressed and acted upon, and ended by alluding to the 6th article 
of the treaty, by which his Highness for himself, “ his heirs and successors, 
“ engages to forbear from all intercourse or correspondence with all persons of 
“ whatever description who are not by the above articles rendered subject to 
“ his Highness’s authority.” 

At the close of the interview, his Highness became more calm, and agreed 
to give in a statement of what had taken place in regard to Syud Meer, in 
order to the Resident’s Iraming a report for the information of his Govern¬ 
ment. 

A true statement. 

(Signed) P. Lodwick, 

Resident at Sattara. 


TRANSLATION OF A YAD, No. 7, FROM IT.. IT. THE RA.JA OF 
SATTARA TO THE RESIDENT, 

Dated lG</< June, 1836. 

(After Coinpliincnts.) 

Although some cases took place formerly couse(|uent upon the several letters 
and yads received up to the time of Governor Elphinstone, and on the force 
of the treaty with the British Government, the (vahevat) management had been 
carried on here according to that treaty. In the time of Governor Lord Clare, 
Mr. Warden, then in the Agent’s cutcherry at Poona, raised a new doubt on 
the mis-information of his Kamdars, and infringed the rigTits of this Sircar; 
his representations upon this case have been confirmed by the British Govern¬ 
ment without any regard to their former writings, and communicated to 
Colonel Lodwick, the Resident, which he made known to this Sircar according 
to instructions received.* 

The letters addressed from hence to Mr. Elphinstone, Colonel Robertson, and 
Captain Grant, were j)erused by the Honourable the Court of Directors, who 
in returning them sent their decision to the British Govertin>ent regarding the 
.Faghcerdars dependent on this government; yet this decision was not carried 
into eficct, nor does it appear that a further reference is made to the Honour¬ 
able the Court of Directors. 

Governor Lord Clare having returned to England, Sir Robert Grant arrived 
in the country as Governor, to whom all the circumstances were explained last 
year, as well as this year, yet no arrangement whatever has been made to this 
day; but I was told a reference would be made to Europe. 

The Governor in Council has not as yet made the said reference, neither is 
i,t made known here that the existing differences will be settled in accordance 
to former writings and letters, and within what period the answer from Europe 
would be received, until which time the (vahevat) management should be con¬ 
tinued by us as heretofore. 

On the occasion of a dispute which took place between the King’s Supreme 
Court and Governor Sir John Malcolm, the Governor in Council had this 
settled by sending Colonel Barnwell immediately to Europe. _ It is' now four 
‘ years 

* The caics referred to in this document were detailed in the Resident’s report to Government 
addressed to the Chief Secretary, under date Julv Srd, 1835. 







years since tne present case has been referred, but yet has it not been hitherto 
decided. 

Any person, great or poor, wishing to submit his grievances to the British 
Government at Bombay, does not previously make his intention known to this 
Sircar. 

This measure is not in violation of good faith ; but the case is referred from 
this to the decision of thb British Government. 

In consequence of a difference of construction put upon original docu¬ 
ments by the British Government, and whieh appear to be in opposition to the 
rights of this Sircar, and to prevent the chance of future misconstruction, this 
Government proposes tp lay its claims before the Government at Calcutta and 
the Honourable the Court of Directors, with all the circumstances connected 
therewith ; in the event of its not being decided or finally settled by them, to 
bring the same to the notice of Parliament, and his Majesty, in Europe: those 
articles that can be settled, it is well; and those that cannot, to get them settled 
by such reference. 

Syud Meer is the person selected for this duty; he has been made acquainted 
with all the papers, &c., connected with the disputed rights and interpts of 
this Sircar, but he is desired not to leave the country until he receives further 
orders from this Government to that cft'cct. 

At an interview which took place with the Resident, Colonel Lodwick, he 
asked, why this was not made known to him, and what objection there was 
on our part to con.sult with him on the subject; to which the reply given was, 
that you (the Resident^ had personally explained all the circumstances in our 
presence to Governor Sir Robert Grant, and that there. wa.s no objection on 
our jiart to make you acquainted with the intended plan, which was proposed 
in order to avoid all future misconceptions. The differences arising on the 
part of the British Government here, which infringe the rights of this Sircar, 
and it is invariably stated that such disputes could never be settled in this 
country without a reference to Europe, it is therefore intended to submit the 
case direct to Europe for final settlement, and this yad is sent for your infor¬ 
mation. 

A True Translation: 


(Signed) P. Lodwick, 


True copy; 

11. Wimooghhv, 

Secretary to Government. 


Resident at Sattara. 


MINUTE BY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE GOVERNOR, 
SUBSCRIBED TO BY THE BOARD. 

Dated the ‘11th. April, 1837. 

1. In the resolutions adopted by the Board on the 12th December last, we 
noticed, as one of the palliating circumstances of the Raja of Sattara’s conduct, 
“ Ills fancying neglect on the part of this Government in not promptly deciding 
“ on a question which had arisen regarding his Highness’s rights over his .Tag- 
“heerdare.” 

.2- I shall now proceed to submit some remarks on this question, premising, 
with a candid acknowledgment, that, although I am happy to state that no 
sub^ntial injustice has been suffered by the Raja in consequence of the delay 
of Government, in answering his appeal on the subject, it would have been 
highly desirable that such delay should not have occurred. Pressure of busi¬ 
ness, however, in the first instance, and perhaps my inexperience in the 
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management of it, prevented my giving to the subject that attention which its 
importance at that time undoubtedly demanded ; and on the subsequent detec¬ 
tion of the Raja’s culpable conduct, I conceived that its importance merged 
in the more urgent considerations belonging to the occasion. I am still in a 
measure of this opinion; yet the expediency of deciding the question cannot 
be denied. 

3. The question alluded to relates to the extent of the Raja’s claims over the 
Jagheerdars subject to his authority. In a few words, his Highness claims the 
rights of sovereignty over all the possessions of these chiefs, whether situated 
within or without the limits of his own kingdom; involving, be it observed, 
this consequence, that, in the event of any of these Jagheerdars dying without 
heirs, the lauds of such persons, even though situated in the heart of the British 
possessions, would la])se to the Raja, and become a part of the immediate terri¬ 
tory of Sattara. 

4. His Highness founds this claim principally on the following passage in 
the schedule of tlie territory and revenue ceded to him by the tirst article of 
the treaty, concluded at Sattara on the 25th of September, 1819 : “ Together 
“ with the possessions of the Raja of Akulkote, the Punt Suchew, the Prithee 
“ Nidhee, and the Jagheer of the DufHays in the pergunua of Jhutt.” 

5. Now, although the above passage is certainly wanting in precision, I am 
satisfied that the construction which his Highness has given to it is quite 
untenable, and altogether opposed to the views of the Britisli Government in 
establishing the Sattara state, and to the declared intentions of the able men 
who framed the treaty of Sattara. 

6. With the view of arriving at a just conclusion on this point, I have endea¬ 
voured to ascertain from Mr. Elphinstone’s correspondence with the Governor 
General of India, what were the views and intentions of that eminent personage 
in the formation of the Sattara state. In the Mahratta jwocianiation, promul¬ 
gated by this office, and bearing date the 11th February, 1818, tlKise views are 
thus announced;—" The Raja of Sattara, who is now a prisoner in Uajee How’s 
“ hands, will be released and placed at the head of an independent sovereignty, 
“ of such an extent as may maintain the Raja and his family in comfort and 
“ dignity. With this view, the fort of Sattara has been taken, tlie Raja’s flag 
“ has been .set up in it, and his former ministers have been called iutocmploy- 
“ ment; whatever country is assigned to the Raja will be administered by 
“ him, and he will be bound to establish a system of justice and order. The 
“ rest of the country will be kept by the Honourable Company.” 

7. I would a.sk, whether from this passage any other conclusion can be drawn 
than that a definite portion of the conquests made by us from the Peishwa was 
intended to be assigned to the Raja, and that all that was not .so assigned was 
to remain, nut only in the &r.st instance, but permanently, in the hands of the 
Company ? 

8. The peculiar circumstances under which the Sattara state was established 
ought not to be lost sight of. The measure was one of the purest and most 
enlightened liberality. The whole of the Peishwa’s dominions had become ours, 
by the events of one of the most just wars that have been conducted in India. 
In the words of Mr. Elphinstone, “ He (the Raja) was released from a prison, 
“ and was placed at the head of a government, obtained by no effort of his 
“ own, but which was the spontaneous result of the liberality of the British 
“Government.” From these circumstances I must contend, that with full 
powers to give or withhold what they pleased, the framers of the Sattara 
treaty never could have intended to conclude an arrangement which could not 
fail ultimately to extend the Raja’s sovereignty and government over isolated 
parts of our own districts in the Deccan and Candeish, and even in the 
Southern Concan. 

9. We are not, however, left solely to rely on this inference, just and 
forcible as I consider it. I annex to this minute extracts from Mr. Elphin¬ 
stone’s letter to the Governor General, of date the 18th June, 1818, defining 

the 
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the limits which he proposed to assign to the Sattara state. In this it is SATTAKA 
explicitly recommended “ to assign to the Uaja the territory hounded by the PAPEttS. 

“ Neera on the north, the Wurna and the Kishna on the south, the ghauts Min ITb th 
“ on the west, and the Nizam’s frontier on the east, with the exception of the Goveriwr, 

“ jagheers of the Putwurdhuns, and such others as the Governor General 27 April, 1837. 
“ mio’ht think proper to exclude.” It is impossible to misunderstand what 
were Mr. Elphinsfone’s intentions as conveyed in this passage. A compact 
territory is marked out for the Raja, with natural boundaries, evidently with 
*the object of obviating the evil of intermixture of jurisdictions, whiclj would 
be created to an ininicnse extent were we to admit the Raja’s present pre¬ 
tensions. 

10. The tenor of Mr. Elphinstonc’s orders to Captain Grant, dated the 8th 
April, 1818, support the same view of the case, but more especially the 
following paragraph : “ He (the Raja) can be allowed to hold all between 
“ the most extended of the limits above noticed, that already belongs to the 
“ Government, or may hereafter be resumed ; and the .lagheerdavs who are 

allowed to remain may hold tlieir lauds of him, witli the exception of the 
“ Putwurdhuns, whom it might be inconvenient to connect with the Raja, as 
“ the greater part of their lauds lie on the southern bank of the Kishna.” 

11. The instructions of the Governor General to Mr, Elphinstone, dated 
26th September, 1818, would, even alone, be to my mind decisive of the 
question at issue. “ His Lordship in Council will approve of the extension 
“ of his territory to the widest limits you have proposed, and to place under 
“ his authority those of the .lagheerdars tchofte possess tom fall within those 
“ general limits, with the exception of the Putwurdhuns.” It is here also 
worthy of remark that, in the 28th para, of the letter from which the above 
quotation is made, certain lauds which had ii)rniei ly belonged to Rastiah and 
Gockla arc granted to the Raja, because, among other reasons, they were 
situated “ between the Neera and the Kishna,” and if retained by the British 
fioverumcnt, would “ be separated from our other territories and be inter- 
“ mixed with the possessions of the Raja or those of his Jagheerdars.” 1 
consider the analogy here to be very striking. 

12. In fact, however, the question at issue has already been decided against 
the Raja, not only by Lord Clare’s Government, but likewise by the Govern¬ 
ment of India, and by the Home Authorities. I refer to the case of Shaik 
Mera Waeekur, reported on in a despatch of Lord Clare’s Government to 
the Court of Directors, dated the 17th .Tune, 1835. In their reply, recently 
received, dated the 8th .Tune, 1836, the Court confirm the views of the 
Bombay Government, but comply with its recommendation, that in con¬ 
sequence of the peculiar circumstances of the case, the jagheer in question, 
which for the most part is situated in Candeish, should be continued to Shaik 
Mera’s son, for his own life, “ the British Government taking, in considera- 
“ tion of that favour, such an amount of nuzzurana as the circumstances of the 
” case might justify.” 

13. I cannot here refrain from quoting the 8th para, of the letter to the Ho¬ 
nourable Court, reporting, as above-mentioned, on the Waeekur’s case, not 
only because it contains the views of Lord Clare's Government on the general 
question, but also because it very forcibly points out the evils which would 
’esult from our admitting the Raja’s pretensions to extend his jurisdiction into 
the heart of our own districts. 

I ^•‘y^ of Sattara has advanced claims to sovereignty over these 

« jagheers. By acknowledging this right, we should destroy one of 

‘ the fundamental principles on which Mr. Elphinstone settled the Deccan, 

I namely, to establish a small sovereignty in the middle of the Deccan, . 

‘ extending from the Neera and the Bheema, to the Kishna and Wurna 
I rivere, and from the western ghauts to the city of Punderpoor. The prac-» 

^ tacal result of the Raja’s pretensions would be the extension of the arm of 

his sovereignty, not only into the heart of the zillas of Ahmednuggur, and 

“ Cand eish. 
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SATTARA “ Candeish, but even beyond the Deccan itself ipto the Southern Concan, 
PAPERS. “ where the Punt Suchew has landed property.” 

Mimfte by tlic 15. In his letter of the 3rd July, 1835, Colonel Lodwick argues in favour 
Governor, of the Ra ja’s claim ; but there is nothing, I think, in that letter, which is not 
27 April, 1837. fujjy answered by the observations above made. A copy of that letter should, 
however, be sent to the Government of Iiulia with this Minute ; it seems to 
me to be quite elear, that if it had been intended to include in the treaty the 
possessions of the Jagheerdars beyond the Raja’s limits, those possessions 
would have been expressly mentioued in the schedule annexed to the treaty. • 

16. In his 7tlj para. Colonel Lodwick states, that the question has been 
decided iii favour of the Raja by the following ])assage of a letter from the 
Court of Directors, dated the 26th September, 1834 : “ In default of heirs, by 
“ birth or adoption, the obligation of our guarantee ceases, and the jagheers 
“ must lap.se to the Raja.” I iiave no doubt, however, that the Resident erro¬ 
neously interprets the intentions of the Court, as far as relates to the posse.s- 
sions of these Jaglieerdars in our territory; and I .should have thought so, oven 
if the recent decision of the Court in the Waeekur’s ca.se did not clearly indi¬ 
cate, that, in their opinion, such possessions in default of heirs appertain to the 
British Government. 

17. I inu.st further remark, that the opinion of the Honourable Court wa.s 
elicited by Colonel Robertson’s report of tlie 31st December, 1831, from whieJi 
I have annexed an extract (paras. 17 and 48) as an appendix to the jnesent 
minute. This extract contains some very useful inl'ormation regarding the 
Sattara Jagheerdars, and although Colonel Robertson does not exjnes.s tliis 
in terms, it is, I think, to be inferred that he was favourable to the Ra ja’s pre- 
teii.sions. Lord Clare’s Government dift’ered in opinion with the Rc'sidcnt, 
conceiving that In; claitm;d for the Raja a more extensive authority over the 
.Jagheerdars than was warranted by the treaty, and Colonel Lodwick was so 
advised on the 15th March, 1832. 

IS. It is here, 1 think, very important to observe, that in the first in.stance, 
the discussion of the question was between the Resident and Government, the 
Raja taking no part in it. Ultimately, however, and it may be presumed, 
cneouraged by a knowledge of tlie opinions entertained by the British Repre¬ 
sentatives, the Raja set forth his present pretensions, and addressed letters to 
Mr. Elphinstonc, Colonel Robertson, and Captain Grant Duff, appealing to 
them to interpret the treaty in his favour. 

1.9. These letters were forwarded to the Court of Directors, together with 
Colonel Robertson’s de.spatch of the 31st December, 1831, on the 16th April, 
1833, and were returneil by the Court to this Government in their letter of the 
24th September, 1834, when the Court explained their views regarding the 
extent of the Raja’s rights over the Jagheerdars “ in the Sattara territory.” It 
is, however, I think, cpiite evident, that the Honourable Court did nut enter into 
the merits of the real question at issue. This Government has all along fully 
recognized the Raja’s sovereignty over the possessions of the Jagheerdars named 
in the treaty within his territory, but it disputes his sovereignty over their posses¬ 
sions vHthout his territory. To this wide distinction the Court’s letter makes no 
allusion. As above stated, however, in the 14th para, they have in a par¬ 
ticular instance given a decision against the Raja, and 1 am not, I think, wi ong 
in considering that decision as confirming generally my views of the inadmis- 
• sibility of the Raja’s claims. 

20. If I thought otherwise, I should certainly feel disposed to take advan¬ 
tage of the Raja’s recent misconduct, to declare that whatever may have been 
the intentions of those who framed the treaty, his right to extend his sove- 
. reignty into the heart of our dominions cannot now be admitted. 'J’o speak 
more plainly, I would declare that his Highness has forfeited whatever right 
.he may possess Over the possessions of those Jagheerdars sitqated within our 
territory, as a punishment for the breach of friendship and good faith of which 
he has been guilty. It was to this consideration I alluded, when I observed 

at 
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at the beginning of this paper, that the recent misconduct of the Raja had 
diminished the importance of discussing his present claim. Denying, how¬ 
ever, as I do, his right of sovereignty over such possessions, I should consider 
it unnecessary to have recourse to recent occurrences in order to avoid the 
difficulty and embarrassment which would be created, by an admission of his 
claim: nor can I deny, that since those occurrences the question has regained 
somewhat of its importance, in consequence of the demise, without heirs, of 
the Punt Suchew. 

21. With regard to the question alluded to in the thirteenth and following 
paragraphs of Col. Lodwick’s letter, that ofiicer should, I think, be informed 
that Government cannot admit the claim of the Raja to succeed to the jag- 
heers alluded to, on the vague extract which he makes from a letter of Mr. 
Elphinstone’s; but that if he is able to produce the list which, for reasons not 
stated, he'supposes to have been made of these jagheers, or any other evidence 
in support of the Raja’s claim of succession. Government will not fail to give 
its best attention to* the information so transmitted. 

22. The question of the jagheer village of Cowtalee being a distinct and 
isolated one, I shall reserve my sentiments on it for a separate minute. 

23. I must now request the attention of my colleagues to Col. Lodwiek’s 
letter of the 20th June, 1836, reporting that the Raja of Sattara was preparing 
an embassy for England, to urge on the Home Authorities his claims to the 
rights disputed. This letter was yet under my consideration, when, about a 
fortnight after it reached my hands, I received private intimation of his High¬ 
ness’s attempts on the fidelity of the Native officers of the 23rd regiment. The 
minor question of the propriety of a direct communication between the Raja 
and the Home Authorities was absorbed in those of greater, though unascer- 
taiued. extent, which now arose, affecting all our relations with Sattara, and 
(for all that appeared) the very existence of that principality. Recurring now, 
however, to the former ejuestiun, I am not prepared to state that his Highness 
is not at liberty to make an immediate appeal to the authorities in England ; 
but I feel quite confident that, when what has transpired at Sattara has been 
communicated to those authorities, his embassy, should it reach England, 
will be rejected. 1 am not certain whether the embassy has actually pro¬ 
ceeded; and the Resident at Sattara should be requested to report whether he 
has any further information on the subject. In the meantime, a copy of his 
letter of the 20th June should be sent to the Government of India. 

24. With reference to the sixth paragraph of this letter, I deem it right fo 
record, that when 1 met the Raja on the hills in May last, the question'regard¬ 
ing his Highness’s rights over his Jagheerdars was discussed at a private inter¬ 
view between us. The Raja contended, with some warmth, for the validity 
of his claims, and expressed disappointment at the delay which had occurred 
in deciding the question. At that time, although I had not given to the sub¬ 
ject that careful examination which I have since .bestowed on it, 1 had suffi¬ 
ciently considered it to be of opinion that the claims of his Highness stood on 
very questionable ground. I did not feel it necessary, however, nor e.xpedient 
to declare myself strongly on a question which both parties understood to be 
still under reference to higher authority. 

25. I must here affirm, however, that I^ positively informed the Raja that 
the question had thus been referred home; I also promised that the Court 
should again be addressed on the subject and their early adjudication solicited. ’ 
It is necessary that I should make this averment, because, from what miscon¬ 
ception I know not, the Raja in his conversation with the Resident detailed by 
tlie latter in his letter of the 20th June stated, that I had told him that no 
representation of the case had been made to the Court of Directors; and this 
statement Colonel Lodwick himself seems in that letter to adopt. Colonel 
Lodwick, however, has since acknowledged that the statement was erroneous; 
aiffi his admission, as well as the distinct recollection of the Political Secretary, * 
^o was present,, and the principal spokesman on the part of Government, 
bear out my assertion above made to the contrary. 

O In 
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SATTARA 26. In ttientiohing to Colonel Lodwick at the time, that the claim bad bem 
PAPERS. 'referred home, I recollect intimating that it had not been accompanied \nth 
—r th ®Ry discussion of its merits on the part of the Bombay Government; my 
™G»¥eTOc>r. * impression and belief were, however, that we had referred home Colonel Lod- 
27 April, 1837. wick’s own letter of 3rd July, 1835. I afterwards found that, by that letter 
having been accidentally mislaid, it had not been so referred, but I also found 
that, in the case already mentioned in this minute, of Shaik Khan. Mahomed, 
son of Shaik Mera Waeckur, the claim of the Raja, on which tjie merits 
of tliat case .entirely turned, had been distinctly referred to the Honourable 
Court. Thus my assurance to the Raja of the desired reference having been 
made, which was given only in general terms, was substantially verified; and 
I have only to regret that I did not add, which I might truly have done, that 
the reference had taken place ten months previous to our interview, and that 
an answer might very shortly be expected. 

27. With relation to this interview with the Raja, I must advert also to 
another point; Colonel Lodwick, in the letter of tlie 20£h June, states his 
belief, that the Raja then hinted to me his intention of appealing to the 
Honourable Court, adding that the Raja “ certainly has a full conviction of 
his having done so.” In a conversation which lasted, I should think about 
two hours, and was principally maintained by the Raja himself, who speaks 
a bad sort of Hiudoostanee, but with jncrcdible velocity, I cannot answer that 
some obscure hint, to the effect mentioned by Colonel Jjodwick, may not have 
escaped from his Highness unnoticed; but I can positively say, that 1 have 
not the slightest recollection of it, nor has the Political Secretary; and I con¬ 
ceive it impossible that so important a communication, had it been made intel¬ 
ligible, would have been overlooked, or forgotten by either. 

28. With reference to the following extracts from Colonel Lodwick’s 
evidence before the Commission, I would propose that we suggest to the 
Government of India, that the Raja should be required to dismiss from his 
service and expel from his territory the persons alluded to, a requisition fully 
authorized, I conceive, by the existing treaty with his Highness. 

29. “ I attribute the change in his Highness’s conduct to his having attached 
“ himself to two persons in particular, Bulwunt Row Chitnavees and Abba 
“ Parisnees, who are generally reputed to be corrupt. They arc in his full con- 
“ fidence and they abuse it; and it had been long the general opinion at Sattara 
“ that they would be the cause of his ruin. The.se persons were, during Captain 
“ Grant’s time, the one suspected, and the other proved guilty of receiving bribes. 
“ Bulwunt Row was pardoned at the strong intercession of his Highness, and 
“ Abba Parisnees was expelled the Raja’s territory, and did not return until 
“ 1828—29. I am further decidedly of opinion that they are men of very bad 
“ character, and unfit to act as counsellors to his Highness.” Further inquiry 
may establish the guilt of these men, and severer measures may be called 
for against them, but their dismission and expulsion should, at all events, be 
required. 

30. In the last paragraph of their Report, the Commission bear the follow¬ 
ing favourable testimony to the conduct and character of the two Native offi¬ 
cers and havildar of the 23rd Regiment Native Infantry, who announce the 
attempts made by the Raja on their loyalty. 

31. “To conclude, we have the highest satisfaction in stating, that the two 
“ Native officers and the havildar appear to us to be free from taint of any kind; 
“ and that, with the exception of the laxity of morals apparent in the conduct 
“ of the first soobahdar, in going through the form of binding himself to the 
“ Brahmin by an oath which he had no intention to keep, their conduct is 
“ deserving of the highest praise. Immediately their fidelity was assailed, 
“ they communicated, like loyal and faithful soldiers, with their superiors; 
“ and, although towards the close of the affair, they may be charged with 
“ over-zeal, still at every stage of the proceeding they acted under the autho- 
“ rity and directions of their officers; we feel it, therefore, to be a most 
“ pleasing duty to recommend them, but more particularly the soobahdar 

■ Sewgoolam 
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« Sewgoolam Sing, to the favourable notice of Government, for such honour- 
“ able distinction and rewards as their conduct and services may appear to 
“ merit.” 

32. I quite concur with the Commission in the above remarks, and I think 
it will be good poliejr on the part of Government to testify, in the most public 
manner, the good opinion which we entertain of these deserving soldiers. If 
the Government of India are pleased to approve of the arrangement of placing 
Parghur, and the two other Native forts in the Southern Mahratta country, 
under the charge of Native officers, I think the soobahdars, Sewgoolam Sing 
and Gooljar Missur, might be nominated to two of the commands which will 
be thus created. This will occasion promotion in the corps generally, which 
is also desirable; and his Excellency the Comraander-in-Chief might be re¬ 
quested to promote the havildar, should he be reported qualified to hold a 
commission. 

33. In case, however, the arrangement respecting the forts is not carried 
into effect, no other mode occurs to me of rewarefing the officers than by 
appointing them supernumerary soobuhdar majors, and the havildar a super¬ 
numerary jemidar, with the pay of those grades, and to be af)sorbed as vacan¬ 
cies occur. On this point 1 request to be favoured with the opinion of his 
E.KCcllcncy the Coinniander-in-Chief. 

34. In either ca.se, I would propose that each of these men .should receive 
an honorary dress from my hands on the first convenient opportunity, of the 
values following— 

Soobahdar Sewgoolam Sing, one valued - - Rs. 300 

Soobahdar Gooljar Missur do. ... 200 

Havildar Chunder Sing do. - _ . jqO 

35. I may here mention, that having learned from Major Wilson, the officer 
commanding the 23rd Regiment, that the soobahdars were in doubt how their 
conduct had been viewed by Government, and that the misrepresentations 
which appeared in the Gazette newspaper had created bad impressions in 
tlieir minds, I caused them to be introduced to me at Parell, and assured them 
that their conduct had afforded Government the highest satisfaction, and that 
the due acknowledgment of it was under consideration. 

36. I think an extract from the Commission’s proceedings, relating to the con¬ 
duct of Captain Hand, of the Grenadiers, in maintaining a correspondence with 
one of the chief officers of the Sattara state, should be .sent to his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, with the request of Government that he will se¬ 
riously reprimand that officer for his highly irregular and indi.screct conduct. 
Captain Scott, of the 23rd Regiment, likewise acted with great indiscretion iii 
writing to his friends at Bombay what had happened at Sattara. 

'37. In conclusion, I have only to propose, that the Sattara Commi.ssion 
should be informed that Government are in the highest degree satisfied with 
the zeal, judgment, ability, and activity, which they evinced in the prosecution 
of the highly important and equally delicate investigation entrusted to their 
charge. 1 confess that, in my opinion, only two out of the three Commissioners 
are entitled to so high an acknowledgment; but I do not know that we can 
well make distinctions in our meed of approbation, and, for all practical pur¬ 
poses, the acts of the majority are the acts of the Commission. 

27th April, 1837. 


Secretary to Government. 


(Signed) R. Gknt. 

A true copy. 

J. P. WinouGHBr, 
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SATTARA EXTRACT FROM MR. ELPHINSTONE’S INSTRUCTIONS TO 
papers. CAPTAIN GRANT, 


Extract from 
Mr. Elphinstcme’s 
Instructions, 

8 April, 1818. 


Dated 8t/i April, 1818. 

The limits which I intend to propose to the consideration of his Excellency 
the Most Noble the Governor General for the Raja’s territory, are the river 
Neera on tlte north, the Kishna and Wuma on the south, the Peishwa’s fron¬ 
tier on the east, and the ghauts on the west. The ghauts themselves, and 
the forts which command them, will probably be annexed to the Southern 
Concan, and the eastern frontier will probably be improved and defined, by 
arrangements with the government of his Highness the Nizam. I have 
guarded against disappointment on this last bead, by acquainting the Raja that 
his country would only extend to Punderpoor. I have likewise apprized the 
Raja that all jagheer lands will be excepted from the proposed grant. The 
extent to which this last declaration is acted on will, however, depend on cir¬ 
cumstances. If the Raja's conduct or our own policy should make his 
Excellency the Governor General desirous of circumscribing his authority, 
the whole jagheer of the Prithee Nidhce, resumed by BajecRow, may be restored 
to him to be held of the British Government, and the jagheers, now held by 
Gokla, Rastia Jaim Row Naik Nimbalkur, and others within the limits in 
question, may either be left as jagheers, or resumed by the British Government, 
without the Raja’s being entit led to claim any part of them : this would leave 
the Raja no more than G or 7 lacs of revenue. If, as is more probable, it 
should be the wish of the Most Noble the Governor General to increase the 
Raja’s consequence, he can be allowed to hohl all between the most extended 
of the limits above noticed that already belongs directly to the Government, 
or may hereafter be resumed, and the jagheerdars who arc allowed to remain 
may hold their lands of him, with the exception of the Putwurdhuns, whom it 
might be inconvenient to connect with the Raja, as the greater part of their 
lands lie on the southern bank of the Kishna, and whose inclinations we are 
moreover bound to consult before we place them under any government but 
our own. 


Extract Letterfrom 
Resident at Poona 
to the 

Governor (ieneral, 
18 June, 1818. 


EXTRACT (paras. G to 9) OF A LETTER FROM THE RESIDENT 
AT POONA TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE GOVERNOR 
GENERAL, 

Dated UMh June, 1818. 


6. The first demand on this revenue is a provision for the Raja of Sattara: 
Your Excellency’s instructions left me the choice of giving him a Jagheer or a 
small sovereignty, and I was inclined to adopt the latter plan for various 
reasons. At the time when I had to decide, the Mahrattas shewed no dispo¬ 
sition whatever to quit tiie Peishwa’s standard, and it appeared not improba¬ 
ble that the dread of the complete extinction of their national independence, 
and still more, that of the entire lo.ss of their means of subsistence, from the 
want of a government likely to employ them, would induce them to adhere to 
BajeeRow witli an obstinacy that could never have been produced by affection 
for his person or interest in his cause. It therefore seemed expedient to re¬ 
move those grounds of alarm by the establishment of a separate govern¬ 
ment. Your Excellency will have observed from Brigadier General Munro’s 
letter the opinion of that experienced officer, that a state like that of Mysore 
should be formed for the Raja; and although I did not think myself at 
liberty to act on this plan to its full extent, I was deeply impressed with 
.the same arguments that had occurred to General Munro on the importance 
of leaving for part of the Peishwa’s subjects a government which could 
afford them service in their own way. Some part of the revenue must neces¬ 
sarily have been sacrificed to the maintenance of these classes, and by adding 

a portion 



a portion of the revenue so sacrificed to that designed for the support of the SATTARA 
Ra^ia I expected to keep many in employment, and more in hopes, that would PAPERS, 
otherwise Lve remained disaffected, and ready to join in every scheme for ExtracOxAterlrom 
disturbing the government or laying waste the country. Keaident at Poona 

7 for these reasons, I thought it would be desirable to. assign to the Raja Q^vemor General, 
the territory bounded by the Neera on the north, the Wurna and Kishnu on the ts June, 1818. 
south the Ghauts on the west, and the Nizam’s frontier on the east, with the 
exception of the jagheers of the Putwurdhuns, and such others as your Excel¬ 
lency may think proper to exclude. I found it necessary to give the Raja 
an outline of the establishment I meant to propose for him, that I might put 
bounds to his extravagant expectations on the one hand, and prevent disap¬ 
pointment and disgust on the other; but by the mode of my communication, 

I retained for your Excellency tiie power of circumscribing the grant within 
moderate limits, if you thought it politic; and of altering the grounds of it 
entirely, if the Raja’s conduct should render him unworthy of your liberality. 

By withholding all the lands that were in jagheer at the breaking out of the 
war, your Excellency would reduce the Raja’s revenue to thirteen lacs of ru¬ 
pees, which might be farther lessened by requiring him to pay for a regiment of 
infantry to protect his country: and by granting him the lands of Jaglieerdars 
forfeited since that period, and placing under him the jagheers within his limits 
(witi) the c.vcejitioii of those of the Putwurdluins), you would make his direct 
revenue upwards of 18,00,000, and that held of him by dependent chiefs about 
4,00,000 additional. This is on a supposition tliat his eastern boundary was 
to be the Bheema, but a further addition might be made by giving him Sola- 
poor, and other places soutli of the line of the Neera, but beyoud the Nizam’s 
frontier. Tu this would also be included the jagheer of the Ra ja of Akulkote ; 
and, as the comiection would be agreeable to both parties, this arrangement 
would pcrha[)s be politic : that regarding Solapoor is more doubtful. 

8. To conclude the subject of the Raja’s limits, I beg to observe that his 
conduct has been ])crfeclly satisfactory, and that the object of establishing his 
government would probably be best efiected by fixing his territory on a liberal 
.scale. AVith respect to the mode of his government, it must long be under the 
immediate control of a British agent. The Raja is j'oung and totally iuex- 
])erienccd, and the people about him arc those who sliarecl his misfortunes, 
and are as ignorant as liimsclf without being as intelligent or as well di.sposcd. 

'I'Jie govcTiiment ought, however, to be emancipated as .soon as circumstmices 
will admit of it, and to be placed on the same footing of indejiendencc as our 
other allies. The Raja is desirous to have a treaty concluded with him, but 
there is no urgency in tlie case, and I shall tlicrerore await your Excellency’.s 
instructions regarding it. It will indeed be of advantage to delay the conclu¬ 
sion of it until experience shall have siiewii the terms fit to be impo.scd. 

Whenever a treaty is concluded, the Raja’s dignity should be scrupulously 
preserved, while hi.s total separation from all the former dependents of his 
nominal state should be explicitly declared, as one of the grand advantage.s 
of the deposition of the Peishwa is, that it dissolves the Mahratta confederacy 
by dcstroyin.g the common point of attraction. An article may be required to 
compel the Raja to keep up, for a time at least, the proportion of troops which 
his revenue can bear. 

9. Some provision may be necessary to secure the .Tagheerdars who are under 
him from being worse off than they were under the Peishwa; but if they 
should voluntarily prefer his government to that of the British, they would 
have no claim to this protection, and it probably would be for our interest to 
withhold it. The Punt Suchew is entitled to particular consideration, as he" 
was one of the first who left the Peishwa, on which account I promised him 
his whole jagheer, except his claims on the Nizam’s country, which form a 
^nsiderable part of it. He may be allowed his choice, to be put under the 
British Government or the Raja’s. Shaik Mora of Wye is likewise en- 
btlcd to the same consideration lor his early submission. Uis lands lie on the 
Company’s sliace, but he resides at Wye, and is an old adherent of the Raja,, 
who ought therefore to be required to give him an indemnity. The amount 
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EXTRACT (Paras. 9 and 28) FROM A LETTER FROM THE CHIEF 
SECRETARY TO THE SUPREME GOVERNMENT TO THE HON. 
MR. ELPHINSTONE, 

Dated 2Qth September, 1818. 

9th. The Governor General has already signified to you his entire assent to 
the force of those considerations which induced you to extend the original 
objects of the establishment of the Raja of Sattara in an independent sove¬ 
reignty, and the consequent enlargement of the territory to be conferred on 
that prince. The limits of the territory to be thus appropriated, a.s described 
in your instructions to Captain Grant, of the 8th of April, and in the despatch 
now acknowledged, are jjcifectiy approved. The testimony now borne by you 
to the good conduct of the Raja since the formation of his connection with the 
British Government, naturally confirms this view of the question, and will 
induce his Lordship in Council to approve of the extension of his territory to 
the widest limits you have [)roposed, and to place under his authority those of 
the Jagheerdars, whose posse.ssions fall within those general limits, with the 
exception of the Putwurdhuns. The particular case of Solapoor will perhaps 
require to be separately considered, and must depend, in a good measure, on 
the interchanges of territory to be effected with the Nizam, to which reference 
will be made in a subsequent part of this despatch. It will be proper to make 
some provision for tiie security of these .Tagheerdars, and your attention is very 
probably directed to that object. In concluding the final arrangements with 
the Raja, to vr'liich these remarks and the 52nd and following paras, of my 
despatch of the 14th .July refer, you will keep this matter in view. 

28th. The annexation to our territory of the land.s of Rastia and Gokla 
between the Neera and theKi.shna, though it would increase our direct revenue, 
would proj)ortionably circumscribe that of the Raja of Sattara, whom it is a 
great object to maintain in dignity and ca.se. These lands would, moreover, 
be separated from our other territories, and intermixed with the imssessions of 
the Raja, or those of his .Tagheerdars, or of ours ; and though this is a minor 
objection, and would not operate against the adoption of the plan, were it 
otherwise e.vpedient, it adds force to other objections. 

True Extract: 

J. WiLLOUGlinV, 

Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT (paras. 17th to 48th) OF A LETTER FROM COLONEL 
ROBERTSON, RESIDENT AT SATTARA. 

Dated Z\st December, 1831. 

17. Of the Prithee Nidhee, the first in rank of the Raja’s .Tagheerdars, I have 
nothing to remark. He gives, I believe, every satisfaction to his Highness, 
who it has been decided is to succeed to his possessions in the event of his 
dying without heirs. 

18. The Dufflay jagheer, which is managed by his Highness on the princi¬ 
ples sanctioned by Government, is now fast clearing itself of its incumbrances, 
and the chieftain who at first considered his Highness’s interference a mis¬ 
fortune is the loudest in acknowledging the manifold advantages of which, to 
him, it ^s been productive. The Chief, in concert with his Highness’s Agent, 
conducts all the affairs of the jagheer, and on the expiration of all the engage¬ 
ments made by his Highness, his Agent will retire and makeover the territory, 
freed of debt, to its owner. 

19. The Punt Suchew’s affairs are in a state of great disorder, owing to the 
mismanagement of his mother and agents during the first year of his acces¬ 
sion. 



sion wheli, not only his youth, but his inexperience enabled these persons to 
promote their own advantages at his expense. The disturbed state of the 
Ramoossce population also greatly contributed to his incumbrances. He has 
been obliged to maintain additional establishments to repress and punish his 
own subjects, as well as to guard against the aggressions of Omya, who seemed 
to have selected the Punt as a chieftain on whom, under the cover of old and 
lonn- obsolete claims, he might impose a considerable annual impost. The 
claims of Omya were long a subject of correspondence with Government, 
who o-ave them its countenance apparently more on the grounds of expediency 
than of acknowledged right; but they never were submitted to, or even in any 
way admitted by the Punt. He now owes not less than two to two and half 
lacs of rupees of debts contracted since his succession in 1827. He has 
little energy of character, and I do not foresee much chance of his retrieving 
his affairs by his own exertions or arrangements; amongst others, the Raja 
of Sattara has considerable claims against tlic Punt, but at my suggestion his 
Highness has given him a period of two years to make arrangements for tlieir 
liquidation; I doubt, however, whether he will succeed. He will get aid from 
no monied man, except at a ruinous price. I believe he himself is of opinion, 
that permitting the Haja to arrange his affairs, by undertaking, on his part, the 
management of liis country for a few years, would be tlie wisest measure he 
could resort to; but those who benefit by his difficulties will of course oppo.se 
such an arrrangement, while they can, by any sacrifices, however great, pre¬ 
vent it. In my opinion, such au arrangement only can save the l^unt from 
utter ruin. It requires tlie influence of the Raja to check deep-rooted abuses, 
and to set aside di.shoncst and influential managers. It requires loo his credit 
to give value to any adjirstmeuls of demands that may be made, and to save 
further enormous sacrifices for temporary relief. The Raja will not be willing 
to undertake such a task till imposed on him by the necessity of securing his 
own rights; but as this is sure to happen, I think the sooner it does so, the 
better for the permanent advantage of the Punt. 

20. The Nimbalkur jagheer is under his Higlincss’s management; and the 
chieftain Bctyaba continues to withhold Ins coticurreuce to the .same. The 
attachment of this jagheer was forced on his Highness, not only by the con¬ 
tumacy of the chief, who owed the jagheer entirely to the interest his Iligh- 
nc.ss took in his behalf, but also by the large demands which his Highness had 
against it, not only for iiuzzurana ou investiture, but for arrears of pay to the 
contingent. For these demands, at my request, his Highness took the Jag- 
heerdar’s personal security; but when the instalments became due, he not 
only did not provide for their discharge, but also contumaciously neglected 
every call made on him concerning them. He wishes the jagheer to be 
restored; but such a measure, even if he could satisfy ail demands, would be 
ruinous to his own interest, for die could not obtain the funds to meet the 
demands against him, e.\cept at a rate of recompence to monied men, which 
could only be provided by long and losing mortgages to them of a large 
portion of his jagheer; but even on these conditions, it seems to me doubtful 
whether he could raise funds, for he does not regard his word, or even his 
bond; and no one would engage in his affairs but under the guarantee of 
his Highness. In 1827, at my instance, his Highness, in order to save the 
expense of a banker’s security to the Jagheerdar, accepted his personal bond; 
and I did not then hesitate to state, that should his Highness’s demands not 
be liquidated with regularity, the failure would afford him a just plea to 
attach the jagheer till they were discharged. An arrangement was concluded 
on this basis, and in fixing the instalments, reference was had to the Jagheer¬ 
dar s means of paying them from his revenues as they became due, while a 
pmod of two years, without interest, was assigned in which to discharge the 
whole; and, as already remarked, it was not till after he not only neglected 
to make jny payment on account of these instalments, but even to reply to 
the call made on him, and after he had, in other respects, acted with contu¬ 
macy to his Highness, that the management of his estate was assumed. His 
Highness’s arrangements with this jagheer are made on the same principles aS 
those of the Dufflay estate, and are calculated in a few years to clear off all in¬ 
cumbrances. 
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cumbrances, both those of his Highness, and also of private individuals. As¬ 
signments of villages are made, which are in a given time to be restored by the 
holders, even if their realizations should full sWt of their demands.' 

21. These assignments are made on fair principles. It is one of Bajeeba’s 
com[>laints, however, that his Highness has admitted a few private claims tliat 
ought not to have been listened to; but tlie instances in which this is alleged 
are very trifling, and the fault, if there be any, is that of Bajeeba himself; who, 
though rcpeattidly invited to attend during the settlements, did not even send 
an agent to be present at them, to protect his property against any unjust 
demands; notwilhstanding this, his Highness has repeatedly intimated, that if, 
in other respects, Bajec-ba will do what is incumbent on him, in regard to addu¬ 
cing ju’oof of his assertion.s, he will again submit such disputed items to arbi¬ 
tration ; hut this Bajeeba still refuses, apparently, only that he may not lose 
such a ground for complaint. Bajeeba has lately petitioned the Right Honour¬ 
able the (.lovernor in Council; 1 do not see any thing that can be done for 
him unless he makes an acknowledgment to his Highness, with promises to 
avoid a re])etition of his contumacy, and joins with his Highness’s agents in the 
administration of the ail'airs of his estate, the arrangements made in regard to 
which, ought to be strictly upheld under all circumstances, as the only means 
of retrieving it from the difficulties which, if they were departed from, would 
instantly beset it. His Highness's opinion, too, should always be taken, and 
greatly n?spected in ail that relates to these estates. He has a great present 
interest in them, setting aside all that may arise from contingencies, llis ])re- 
sent interest consists in the regular maintenance of the quotas of horse that 
they furnish for his service, or in the regular discharge of certain annual clues, 
w'hieh they cannot do when they arc involved in debt. The DufHay .laglieer- 
dar's contingent had literally ceased to he of use, and was not jiaicl even suffi¬ 
cient for theirsupport; and that ol‘ the J’ulton estate deserted a duty of im[)ort- 
ance that was assigned to it, owing to want of jeay just before the estate was 
taken under direct management. 

22. The only other .lagheerdar of importance is the chieftain of Akuikote. 
That chieftain's alfairs have, under the late orders of the Honourable Board, 
been entirely made over to his Highness the Raja; and I have no doubt 
that the result will be as .sati.sfactory to the Right Honourable the flovernor 
in Council as it will be advantageous to the esta^c^. His Highness shewed 
me, before leaving Sattara, a list of reductions in establishment, which would 
diminish the expense Rs. 25,000 a-year; a sum which will fully meet the 
expectations of the Honourable Board, and greatly relievo the resources of the; 
young chief. To make this reduction, however, many must suffer, Init none 
will do so wdio have not contributed most actively to bring ail'airs in their present 
state—which is such, that it leaves no alternative to his Highness but tliat to 
which he has resorted. The discontent arising from this may manifest itself 
in slight local opposition, and in complaints to Government, but a steady ad¬ 
herence to what is essential will soon render all quiet. Lieut. .)arnes(m has 
privately reported, that tlic resources of this year promise better tiian was c.x- 
pccted. Till they are definitively fixed, a reply to the Government call of the 
27th October, to rcjjort on the revenues and expenses of the jaghecr, cannot 
be satisfactorily given. On the return of his Ilighness to Sattara, my suc¬ 
cessor will, however, have it in his power to furnish the requisite information. 

23. The eight men who were allowed to leave Poona are now at Sattara; 
his Ilighne-ss was disposed to employ them at Akuikote, but this was no 
sooner known than they began to quarrel among themselves as to precedence 
and superiority, and it was evident that great risk was likely to be incurred 
from trusting them w'ith any power. They have in consequence been directed 
to niinain at Sattara for the present. Their intrigues while here are not likely 
to prove so baneful as when at Poona; for residing under his itighness’s 
authority at his own capital, people will not be inclined to give that credence 
to their assertions that they did while they remained apparently in a state of 
ojiposition to his Government at Poona. By degrees their jealousies will com¬ 
pletely 
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pletely disunite them, and they will, as opportunities oflfer, be allowed to 
return to, and accept of service at Akulkote. 

• 24 The Raja entered on the duties, when wholly confided to him, with zeal 
and a sincere desire to meet the expectation of Government; but his efforts 
will require every support, and every reliance may be placed on his prudence. 
No good was effected, but much ill, by dividing authority and influence; and 
this 1 respectfully beg to recommend, should be carefully avoided for the future; 
and’that those jealousies of his Highness which the followers of the young boy 
chief will doubtless infuse into his mind, and which will not fail to take deep 
root, and prove in the sequel the source of much evil, may be guarded against; 

I have no hesitation in saying, that the more he can enjoy the advantages of 
his Highness’s society and personal example, and the more intimately he knows 
the motives of his conduct, the better. No measure is calculated to produce 
worse consequences than that which, in a manner, draws a wide line of separa¬ 
tion (except for a few days annually of a ceremonious intercourse) between 
his Highness and the boy. It appears to stamp with the concurrence of the 
British Government all the libels and misrepresentations against his Highness 
which the interested instil into his mind. It gives them a plea for saying, that 
the Honourable Board are of their opinion : and thus the breach is widened by 
the very means adopted to prevent its being so. It is not to the point that 
such conclusions drawn from such premises arc not just. This is not known 
to a child ; and as he grows in years he will grow strong in antipathy and 
hatred to his Prince ; and what may be the rosull of such impressions it may 
not be difficult to foretell, considering how reckless of consequences Natives 
often arc, when actuated by powerful passions; I would therefore suggest that, 
for the boy’s sake, and for the sake of the peace of the country, all restrictions 
be taken off his residing at Sattara, if the Raja deem it advisable. Govern¬ 
ment have every security for the boy’s safety in the high responsibility of his 
Highness, and every guarantee for his being i)roperly trained for his station in 
society, in the pride which his Highness takes in the creditable discharge of 
every incumbent duty, as well as in the desire which I know he feels to era¬ 
dicate those prejudices already imbibed against him by the minor, and to sub¬ 
stitute in their place, sentiments of confidence, attachment, and gratitude. 
Besides this, Lieut. .Taineson would accoiujiany the youth to Sattara, for that 
officer cannot be so usefully employed anywhere as with the young chief. 
Ilis presence at first would be necessary for the assurance of the boy, who now 
fears and dislikes coming to Sattara; and in the sequel it would contribute 
greatly to keep the discontented aloof from his society. Of Lieut. Jamc.son’s 
zeal and conduct at Akulkote, 1 cannot speak too highly. He was placed 
at first in a very unpleasant predicament, in the midst of all the contending 
passions of the place, and especially with reference to the rival adherents of 
the Raja and the chief; at a time when the feelings of all were strongly 
excited and exasperated. Notwithstanding this, he soon acquired the confi¬ 
dence of all, and became, from the implicit trust they reposed in his justice and 
impartiality, a referee in all cases to the advantage of all parties. Now the 
reductions of his Highness, exciting, as they must, much discontent, impose 
upon Lieut. Jameson the necessity of constant vigilance. Though his High¬ 
ness has assumed the entire management of the estate, Lieut. Jameson will 
continue to afford him every aid in his power, and indeed it is on his aid and 
countenance that his Highness mainly relies for the success of his endeavours 
to do good, as these will afford the best proof to all the interested and discon¬ 
tented that they have the support and approbation of the Honourable Board. • 

25. There will soon be a call for an extra expense for the marriages of the 
minor, and also of his brother and sister. This cannot be avoided; and unless 
the resources of the jagheer improve more rapidly than has been calculated 
upon, I see no way of meeting it but by the sale of some of the ornaments 
recovered from the insurgents. I have on former occasions reported, that there 
are a number, the workmanship of which has cost so little, that they may b§ 
reckon^ rather as bullion than as ornaments, and indeed many of them, though 
m the forni of ornaments, are too heavy for use. Of these there are sufficient 
^ to defray the mamage expenses, and ^ey can be replaced at a charge of one 
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or two per cent, for manufacture, as savings can be made. They could not 
therefore be better appropriated for a time than in the discharge of an expense 
which is so indispensable; and that this may be as much reduced in amount 
as possible, I would suggest that the marriages of all the three should be cele¬ 
brated at the same time, llis Highness has thought of this subject, and has 
spoken to me concerning it, and no doubt lie will keep it in view; but as a 
point in which the respectability of his wards is so involved, his attention might 
be particularly pointed to it by Government. 

26. In tlue letter quoted in the margin,* the Right Honourable the Gover¬ 
nor in Council expresses doubts as to whether the Raja should be viewed in 
the light of the sovereign or the chieftain of Akulkote. As much often 
depends on the meaning attached to words, I would take the liberty, respect¬ 
fully, to offer a few observations illustrative of the relations of his Highness 
witii his Jagheerdars. 

27. It must at the outset be admitted that they arc only Jagheerdars, and this 
term of itself implies that they hold of a superior. This was never once dis¬ 
puted by any of those chieftains, except the Jagheerdar of Akulkote, who 
wished his po.ssession to be considered as enain ; but his pretensions on account 
of which, and of the absence of all foundation for making them, may be seen 
in Captain Grant’s letter of the 1st September, 1820, to the Commissioner in 
the Deccan, were not admitted. 


28. If Jagheerdars therefore, the question next to be considered is, on whom 
are they dependent ? The reply to this seems to be, that they came by eonque.st 
under the British dominions, which constituted the state of Sattara, and among 
other territories, assigned to it certain Jagheerdars. 1’hc preamble to the treaty 
states:—“Whereas the British (iovernment having determined, in eonsidera- 
“ tion of the antiquity of the house of his Highnc.ss the Raja of Sattara, to 
“ invest him with a sovereignty sutficient for the maintenance of his family in 
“ comfort and dignity, the following articles have been agreed to betw'een 
“ the said Goverment and his said Highness.” 

29. The first article of the said treaty states: “ The British Government 
“ agrees to cede in perpetual sovereignty to the Raja of Sattara, his heirs and 
“ successors, the districts specified in the annexed schedule;” and the said 
schedule, among other territories so ceded in perpetual sovereignty, expressly 
specifies, “ The possessions of the Raja of Akulkote, the Punt Suchew, 
“ the Punt Prithee Nidhee, tlie jagheer of the DufHay’s in the pergunna of 
“ Jhut, the jagheer of Jan Row Naik Nimbalkur, in tlie pergunna of Fulton, 
" and the jagheer of Shaik Mera W'aeekur.” 

30. It is true that the seventh article of the treaty states; “ The possessions 
“ of the Jagheerdars within his Highness’s territory are to be under the 
“ guarantee of the British Government, which, on the other hand, engages to 
“ secure their performing the service which they owe to his Highness accord- 
“ ing to cstabli.shed custombut such a guarantee, though it may in some 
degree detract from the perfect nature of the sovereignty, does not mate¬ 
rially diminish its powers. In all other respects, except in having the 
pow^er to do, probably a wrong to his dependents, the sovereign power of 
the Raja is left entire; and in return for this partial disability, the British 
Government binds itself that it shall see those services which are usual, ren¬ 
dered to his Highness, and the rendering of those services is an acknowledg¬ 
ment of sovereignty; for these are the only marks of dependence which any 
sovereign when he creates an extensive jagheer tenure ever exacts from his 
feudatory. 

31. The treaty I have quoted speaks for itself, it uses the term perpetual 
sovereignty, and this is only limited by the power to do wrong being withheld 
without the consent of the Company; besides which, we have in many instances 
the sentiments of the authority by whom the treaty was made,^ explanatory of 
the relations of the Jagheerdars to his Highness, which seems to leave no 

doubt 


* 37th October, 1631. 
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doubt that that distinguished statesman considered his Highness as their sove¬ 
reign. 

32. On the 28th January, 1824, the Commissioner of the Deccan commu¬ 
nicating the sentiments of the Governor in Council, the Honourable Mr. Llphin- 
stonc, on a question of succession to the Dufflay jagheer, states as follows:— 
“ As the treaty gives the British Government no further right of interference 
“ with the jagheers held of the Raja, than is sufficient to secure the enjoy- 
“ ment to the rightful possesssions, it does not appear “that we are entitled to 
“ regulate the disposal of such lands in cases vrhere they have lav'fidly lapsed 
“ to the Raja. 

“ By a separate article of the treaty, however, the British Government is 

entitled to advise the Raja in all afl'airs of his government; and it seems a 
“ proper occasion for the exercise of such a right, when the object is to pre- 
“ serve one of the ancient families of the Maliratta States.” 

“ It docs not seem equally requisite that we should prescribe to the Raja 
“ the precise mode in which his country is to be conferred; and if he is parti- 
“ culariy desirous of granting the jagheer, now become hh own, to one member 
“ of the Dufflay family more than to another, it ajjpcar.s to the Governor in 
“ Council to be desirable that he should be indulged. You will accordingly 
“ be pleased to intimate this decision to the Raja, leaving it to his discretion 
“ to dispose of the jagheer either to Ram Row or to Yeshwunt Row, commonly 
“ called Dajec Dufflay, as he may think most proper.” 

33. The language of this is clear and precise; it speaks of the jagheer as held 
of the Raja, and even of its having lapsed to his Higlincss (as the Dufflay 
jagheer then appeared to have done); and though, under our guarantee, and 
our right to give advice, the case iu cjuestion seemed a fitting occasion for 
doing so, yet it was thought best not to jirc-scribe the prcci.se inode in which his 
country was to be conferred; but to leave his Highness to dispose of what Iiad be¬ 
come his own to any member of the family he chose. This decision of Govern¬ 
ment not only acknowledges the Sovereignty of his Highness, but also that 
though the jagheers are held under our guarantee, it is not thought advisable 

No interfere in the case of a succession wlien no one possesses any claims on 
the score of a preferable right; again, on the 8th September, 1824, the 
Governor in Council states, “ With regard to the grant of the Jhut jagheer to 
“ Ram Row, the Governor in t’ouncil has no observations to offer. Having 
“ already declared that the Raja was fully entitled to retain the jagheer, and 
“ that if he was willing to bestow it on a member of the former family, 
“ the British Government would not interfere with the mode in which his 
“ bounty was conferred." Thus clearly admitting one of his Highness's most 
valuable privileges as a sovereign, that of appropriating, as he sees fit, the 
jagheers of families who have no legal heirs according to Hindoo law, in which 
case our guarantee ceases as a matter of course. 

34. In the ca.se of the Fulton succession, too, when there were heirs, and 
when a dispute ensued as to the successor, the decision was left entirely to 
the Raja, it being held that the British Government had done enough under 
its guarantee, in seeing that his Highness’s decision did not attempt to 
encroach on the estate of the family, in which case the Governor in Council 
assured him, that he might depend on the acquie.scence of our Government in 
his awards. Thus leaving it' to his Highness as sovereign to decide on the 
rights of the contending parties; and also confining the operation, even in this, 
case of our guarantee, to the security of the property to such claimant as his 
Highness might consider best entitled to the accession. 

35. Again, in the case of the Punt Suchew'; the late Punt before his death, 

wishing to adopt an heir, complained to the Governor in Council regarding the 
terms which the Raja wished to annex to his permission to do so; and, in 
reply, was apprized, “ With regard, however, to the terms proposed to be 
,( to the adoption, it must be observed, that although you and your 

« t jagheer on certain stipulated terms, yet, that on a 

tatvA. failure qf heirs, it must revert to his Hjghness; and that if his Highness 
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“ allows it to be continued, in such case, by adoption or otherwise, his High- 
“ ness is at liberty to attach what conditions he thinks expedient to the per- 
“ mission. As to the terms, this Government has no reason to think that the 
“ Raja’s demand will be unreasonable; and will recommend your case to his 
“ consideration. You, however, must recollect that you voluntarily preferred 
“ the Raja’s sovereignty ; the decision must, therefore, rest with bis Highness, 
“ the British Government not being able to interfere unless there be a breach 
“ of engagement.” 

The terms of this communication, also, clearly admit the sovereignty of his 
Highness over this Jagheerdar. Under date the 28th August, 1827, the 
Suchew is spoken of as having been rather a dependent than a subject of 
the Peishwa. This w'as because he was one of the original great minis¬ 
ters of the Sattara Raja; and before the usurpation of authority by the 
Peishwas, was on a level with them, and was always treated in consequence 
with great deference by them. This, however, did not raise them to the same 
station in reference to the Rajas, for even wrhile he was in confinement they 
received their investiture from him, and not from the Peishwa, and always 
considered him as their sovereign. 


3G. T will further take the liberty of adducing an instance in which Mr. 
Elphinstone offers his opinion on the relative situation of the Akulkote chief 
and the Raja. This was on the occasion of the late chief manifesting a dis¬ 
position to treat his Highness w'ith slight, if not to oppose him, during a visit 
to Nassick in 182G. In regard to these disputes, Mr. Elpliinstone remarks,* 
“ that his (the Akulkote chief’s) leprcsentalitm, through his "Vakeel to the Corn- 
“ missioner in the Deccan, had been received, and that a report had also been 
“ received, through the Resident at Sattara, regarding the dispute which 
“ occurred near Nassick. That the whole of the transactions have occasioned 
“ much regret to the Governor in Council; that the Raja’s ancestors have, from 
“ the first, been servants of the Raja of Sattara; and that at the late scttle- 
“ menl, when it was left to the choice of T’uttia Sing Raja to become depen- 
“ dent on the British Government, or to remain under the Raja of Sattara, he 
“ preferred the service in which his ancestors had acquired distinction. That 
“ it is therefore inconsistent with Mallajce Raja's own good .sense, and with 
“ the loyalty of his family, to enter into di.sputes with the Raja of Sattara ; 
“ that he ought, on the contrary, to conciliate his Highness’s good-will in all 
“ respects, and to consider his j)ros[)crity as depending on the favour of his 
“ sovereign. That in tlie late affair he appears by no means to have remem- 
“ bered the respect due to the Raja of Sattara, and thakhe had every reason 
“ to be satisfied with the forbearance shewn towards him; that the Governor 
“ in Council hopes that the Akulkotckur will henceforward pay more atten- 
“ tion to conciliating his Highness’s regard; and that, while he serves him 
“ with fidelity, he is sure of the Company’s protection ; but if he neglects the 
“ duty he owes his own prince, it will be iiiipossiblc for the British Govern- 
“ inentto interfere in his behalf. That the Raja of Sattara is dis])osed to forget 
“ the past, and the Governor in Council hopes to hear henceforward that all 
“ disagreements arc forgotten ; and that the attachment of the Raja of Akul- 
“ kote and favour of the Raja of Sattara arc as conspicuous as they have ever 
“ been in former days.” Nothing could more clearly shew the light in which, 
in the opinion of the authority who formed the treaty, his Highne.ss and the 
Akulkotekur stand to each other than this despatch; and all these extracts 
taken together will, I have no doubt, ohew that his Highness is to be con¬ 
sidered as sovereign of these .Tagheerdars. The subject indeed might be set 
at rest by the question. If he is not the sovereign, who is ? They are subor¬ 
dinate to seme sovereign ; the British Government shew that this is its 
opinion by transferring them by a treaty to his Highness; and if by that 
treaty his Highness is not their sovereign, it would be diflScult to decide 
what is his relation in regard to them. 

37. As a subject which may. in future occupy the attention of the Right 

Honourable 


* Vide accompaniment to Chaplin’s Letter, dated Srd May, 18S0. 
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Honourable the Governor in Council, I may also advert to the question of 
adoption by the Jagheerdars. 

38. The treaty with his Highness extends the British guarantee to the Jag¬ 
heerdars, but is silent as to adoption, as also' is the agreement with the 
Jagheerdars. 

39. Mr. Elphinstone’s letter to his Highness of the 25th January, 1827, 
contains the most precise exposition of his views on the subject of succession, 
and the maintenance of the old families. The mode of succession by adoption 
is, however, never once directly mentioned in that letter; and a consideration 
not only of what it does state, but also of what Mr. Elphinstone has on ano¬ 
ther occasion stated and authorized, will shew that adoption was never con¬ 
sidered by him to have been conceded as a right to the Jagheerdars. 

■40. In this letter Mr. Elphinstone states, “ The great jagheers were certainly 
“ meant to be hercditarj% and nothing is said in the treaty about their reverting 
“ to the state.” Now the first point need not he disputed ; as to the second, it 
may as well be said, that nothing is said in the treaty about their not reverting 
to the state, as what is alleged. The one observation seems as reasonable in 
the premises as the other. 

41. Neither does the reference in the same letter to the list of resumablc 
jagheers, as given to his Highness by Captain Grant, remedy the uncertainty 
wl)ich exists, owing to the silence of the treaty on the subject of adoption, for 
the list in question relates entirely to jagheers resumable on the death of the 
possessors; in which class no one will urge that the great jagheers should be 
included. 
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42. Again, Mr. Elphinstone says, “ It was determined to keep up the old 
“ families, and that it was not intended they should suffer by being jdaced 
“ under the Raja.” Now, certainly, admitting that a family is to enjoy an 
estate hereditarily, is recognizing the dcterminatioti of keeping up that family, 
and acting u|i to that determination. I’o allow adoption as a right, when a 
family becomes extinct, is to do more than such determination implies: so, 
Mr. Eljrlnnstone immediately after adds, “ If a family becomes extinct, so 
“ that no claimant remains, it must lapse to Govcrmneiit.” A claimant, it is 
evident, is one who, under our guarantee, can claim as an heir of liis own right, 
and indei)eudent of any permission, wall, or pleasure, of the prince; and it is 
a recognized })riuciple, that no adoption gives a right to succession to any public 
office or jagheer without the confirmation of the sovereign. If this has once 
been granted, the adopted occupies the place of such a claimant as is con¬ 
templated by Mr. Elphinstone, but not otherwise. Tlie M’ords that conclude 
the .sentence, “ hut it is by no means desirable that extinction should take 
“ place,” may, taken by themselves, appear at least ambiguous, if not even 
favourable to the right of adoption without limitation, but connected with the 
foregoing, and especially witli Mr. Elphinstone’s own explicit declarations, 
and even acts, they cannot be so interpreted. 

43. In a private communication, dated in August, 1827 (I have mislaid the 
original letter, though I possess a note of its contents, ou winch the date is not 
mentioned), Mr. Elphinstone, on the subject of adoption, stated, 1st, In all 
cases when there are relations or descendants of the Mool Pooriesh,* adoption 
should be allifwed. 2nd, 'M'^heu there are no such descendants, it may be a 
subject of consideration whether adoption should be -permitted. These propo¬ 
sitions form a commentary by which to judge how far Mr. Elphinstone thought' 
It advisable that the extiuctiou of any lamily should be prevented. 

44. Again, just before the death of the late Suchew, that chieftain wrote to 

complaining that his Highness wished to attach conditions 
to his permission to adopt, when Mr. Elphinstone replied to him ou the terms 
already quoted in the 35th paragraph of this despatch. 

45. On 

* The original founder of the family: from moot, a root; and pooriesh, a man. 
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46. On the same date, also, the Chief Secretary to Government, in replying 
to a reference as to the Suchew’s succession, recommends that his Highness 
should allow the Suchew to adopt, but nowhere refens to this as a right 
which he could claim ; while it also sanctions, on the grounds that the person 
to be adopted hml himself no claim to succeed, the annexation of some condi¬ 
tions of service to his succession. 

46. In the same letter, too, Mr. Chief Secretary Newnham conveys the 
instructions of the Honourable the Governor in Council in regard to the 
Prithee Nidhee, one of the five guaranteed Jagheerdars, to the effect that, 
he having no •personal claims on the British Government, in the event of his 
death without any relative entitled to succeed him (and the Weshalghur 
Prithee Nidhee, the only one who has any colour of claim, as the subject of 
a foreign state, is declared ineligible), it will rest with the Raja to make such 
arrangements regarding his jagheer as he may think equitable. 

47. These cases afford the best possible explanation of how far Mr. Elphin- 
stoiie considered it desirable that the extinction of the old families should be 
provided against, and they, and the sentiments conveyed in his private letter 
above referred to, and which, by his desire, were communicated as his |)rivate 
opinion to the Raja, shew that adoption is not as a right to be extended beyond 
those who may at any rate have claims as descendants of the original founder 
of the family. 

48. I have adverted to this subject and to that of the sovereignty of his 
Highness at this length, because circumstances may arise that may lead to 
discussions on these topics, and because 1 conceive the means of ready refer¬ 
ence to the opinions of Mr. Klphinstone would in such case be deemed very 
desirable. He gave the present rights and condition to the state of Sattara, 
and his sentiments explanatory of these points must alway.s be held in the 
highest respect. 

True Extract: 

J. Wii.i.ouoHBY, 

Secretary to Government. 
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(No. 1725.)—LETTER FROM LIEUTENANT COLONEL LODWICK, 
RESIDENT AT SATTARA, TO THE SECRETARY TO GOVERN¬ 
MENT, 


Dated 24<// June, 1835. 

1. Sir,—At the desire of his Highness the Raja of Sattara, I have the honour 
to request you will submit to the consideration of the Right Honourable the 
Governor in Council, the accompanying claim to the lapsed jagheer of 
Cowtallee. 

2. On receiving information that the jagheer in question has been resumed 
and taken possession of by the British audiority at Dharwar, I addressed the 
Political Agent in order to ascertain the fact, which was established by his 
reply. 

3. The claim laid to this, and other small jagheers, is founded on a letter 
from the Honourable Mr. Elphinstone, and the following paragraph in par¬ 
ticular :— 


“The 
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“ The modem jagheers granted by the Peishwa will, in most cases, fall to 
« your Highness on the death of the present incumbents.” 

4, The present case is one of great importance in establishing the claim of 
the Raja to these small jagheers, as it is the first instance of one having fallen 
by the death of its incumbent. 

5. The village of Cowtallee is within the limits of the Sattara boundaries, 
as defined in the treaty; the jagheer is modem, having been conferred by 
the Peishwa ; and his Highness appears to have good grounds for considering 
it as coming strictly within the definition given by Mr. Elphinstone, of such 
Jagheers as would lapse to the Sattara State on the death of their incumbents. 
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I have, &c.. 


(Signed) P. Lodwick, 

Sattara, Resident at Sattara. 

24 th June, 1835. 


TRANSLATION OF A MEMORANDUM (No. 8) FROM HIS HIGH¬ 
NESS THE RAJA TO THE RESIDENT AT SATTARA, 

Dated \5th June, 1835. 


Memorandum 
from the Raja, 
15 June, I83.S. 


(After compliments.) 

Having had a conversation with the Right Honourable the Governor respecting 
the village of Majay Cowtallee, and as the Resident forwarded a yad from 
this Government to Dharwar relative to this village, the reply from 
Dharwar was communicated here in a yad. No. 70, the purport of which 
was, that th^ village of Majay Cowtallee, Pergunna Mungulurerra, had 
been resumed by the British Government, it is ])roper to state, that as this 
Government received a letter from Mr. Elphinstone, while Governor, which 
specifit!s that the modern jagheers granted by the Peishwa will, in most cases, 
fall to the Maharaj Sircar on the death of the present incumbents: this deci¬ 
sion was, no doubt, given by Mr. Elphinstone, upon long experience and 
mature deliberation. It is remarked in the said reply, that this Government 
never made a representation regarding these Jagheerdars, and that this village 
is said to have been situated in the Purgunna of Putwurdhun, the Jagheerdar 
of the British Government; it therefore becomes requisite to add, that no 
agreements whatever were formerly made as to the I’eishwa’s Jagheerdars, 
nor had this Government occasion, from there being no lapse of their respective 
jagheers, to found a claim, but agreeably to the article in the tahanama 
(treaty); and with reference to the map of this territory, it would appear that 
the village in question is situated within the boundaries of this states and it 
must therefore lapse to this Government accordingly. 

It is further remarked in the said reply, that had this village been under the 
Sattara sovereignty, no orders should have been sent by the Commissioners in 
the Deccan direct to Dharwar, to continue it (the village) to Severam Pan- 
doorens Khasgeewalla. To this it appears, that these orders might have been 
issued by the Commissioner previous to the date of Mr. Elphinstonc’s letter 
regarding these Jagheerdars, and this Government could not interfere until 
the village had lapsed. 

It would seem that the Political Agent at Dharwar is not acquainted with 
the correspondence on this subject; it is very desirable that the Right Honour-* 
able the Governor in Council should, in conformity with the documents above 
referred to, and the conversation that has taken place with him and the 
Resident Sahib, make over the said village to this Government. 

True translation: 

(Signed) P. Lodwick, 

Resident at Sattara. 
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(No. 1726.)—LETTER FROM MR. CHIEF SECRETARY NORRIS 
TO THE POLITICAL AGENT AT DHARWAR, 

Dated Glh July, 1835. 

Sir,—1 am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor 'in Council to 
transmit to you copy of a letter from the Re.sident at Sattara, dated the 24th 
ultimo, with its enclosure from his Highness the Raja of Sattara, preferring a 
claim to the lapsed jaglieer ofCowtallee, and to request that you will submit 
to Government a full report on the subject of this jagheer, and the Raja’s 
claim thereto. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) C. Norris, 

Bombay Castle, Chief Secretary. 

6 th July, 1835. 
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(No. 2210.)—LETTER FROM J. A. DUNLOP, ESQ., ACTING POLI¬ 
TIC AI. AGENT AT DTIARWAR, TO MR. SECRETARY WIL- 

LOUCTTBY, 

Dated Cuh December, 1835. 

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowicilgc the receipt of Mr. Chief Secretary 
Norris’s letter of the 0th .July, calling for a full report on the .subject of the 
jagheer of Cowtallee, and on claims preferred on the occa.sion of its resump¬ 
tion by the Sattara Raja, coj)ies of which accompanied tliat communication. 

2. 1 beg to refer to my letter to Mr. Townshend, of tlie IStli ultimo, in 
answer to petitions from tlu: representatives of the late holder of this village, 
for all the information 1 could obtain respecting their rights. 

3. In answer to the claim of the Raja, as urged by the Resident, founded on 
an expression in a letter from Mr. El])hin.stone, “that modern jaghcers granted 
“ by the Peishwa will, in most cases, fall to your Highne.ss on the death of the 
“ present incumbents,” it would seem only reasonable to conclude that this 
referred to his Higlincss's own .Tagheerdars, and that it could not, without an 
express stipulation, be extended to ours. 

4. The argument founded on the wording of an article in the treaty, that 
the village is within the Sattara boundaries, I cannot judge of, becau.se I have 
no copy ; but this village was included in a Putwurdhun’sjagheer, and belongs 
to the perguinia of Mungalveda. Had it been intended to be subject to the 
superiority, and this contingent claim of the Sattara Raja, it would doubtless 
have been placed under him from the first. 

5. I shall only add, that abundance of jagheers granted by the Peishwa 
have lapsed, in other places, without any claim having been preferred by the 
Sattara Raja; and his arguments in favour of his present claim, founded on this 
being thy first example, seem therefore somew'hat mistaken; and the plea that 
there are no arguments or stipulations against a new claim to rights, seems a 
very insufficient mode of proving it. 

(Signed) J. A. Dunlop, 

Dharwar, Acting Political Agent. 

5th December, 1835. 
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(No. 2211)—LETTER FROM MR. SECRETARY WILLOUGHBY TO 
THE RESIDENT AT SATTARA, 

Dated 20th May, 1837. 

Sir,.—With reference to your letter of the 24th .lune, 1835, submitting the 
trunsialioii of a memorandum from his Highness the Raja of Sattara, preferring 
a claim to the lapsed jaghecr of Cowtalee, I am directed by the Right Hon¬ 
ourable the Governor in ('ouacil to transmit to you copy of a letter from the 
Acting Political Agent in the Southern Mahratta country, dated the Otli Decem¬ 
ber, 1835, on the subject; and to acquaint you, that as the jaghcer in ques¬ 
tion was included in a Putwurdhun jaghecr, over the whole of which his High¬ 
ness the Raja’s title to sovereignty was denied when the treaty was framcxl. 
Government consider his Highness’s claim to succeed to the village of Cow- 
talec altogether untenable. 
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2. J am instrticted on tins occasion to explain that the cause of the delay in 
answering your letter of the 24th .lune, originated in the necessity of referring 
to the Political Agent in the Southern Mahratta country, relative to the villaijc 
in question. 

(Signed) .1. P. WiLLOtroiiny, 

Bombay Castle, Secretary to Government. 

20th May, 1837. 
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LETTERS FROM THE GOVERJVMEJVT OF INDIA 
TO THE GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY. 


Letter from w.H. LETTER FROM W. H. MACNAGHTEN, ESQ., SECRETARY TO THE 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. TO W. II. WATHEN, ESQ., CHIEF 
SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY, 

Dated Ind October, 1837. 

(Political Department.) 

1. Sir,—I am dc.sircd by the Right Honourable the Governor General of 
India in Council to acknowledge the receipt of your several letters, dated the 
d^ith August, and l.st and 4th ultimo, together with their respective enclosures, 
relative to intrigues at Sattara. 

2. Copies of the letters to your address, dated the 7th, 21st, and 31st of 
July, referred to in the vVeting Resident’s letter of the 12th ultimo, have not 
been furnished to the Governor General in Council; but judging from the 
evidence which accompanied your communications now acknowledged, his 
Lordship in Council has no hesitation in stating that his worst apj>rchensions, 
as expressed in the concluding paragraph of my letter to your address, dated 
the 7th August, as to the “ danger of becoming involved in an indchnite and 
“ inconclusive inc|uiry,” have every appearance of being fully realized. 

3. The Governor General in Council had mainly relied on the result of the 
investigation which might be instituted, consequent on the alleged petition of 
the Dewan’s mother, for a solution of any doubts which might be entertained 
as to the accuracy of the conclusions formed by the Commission on the occa¬ 
sion of the previous inquiry, and for something more of intelligible precision 
in its n;sults. By the Report of the Commission, the Raja of Sattara was left 
subject to the imputation of every shade of guilt, from that of lending himself 
to the machinations of the evil-disposed, under the influence of discontent and 
partial insanity, and irritated by .supposed ill usage, up to that of an extensive 
treason, in a great degree matured, and having for its object tlie entire t)vei - 
throw of the British power in India. Much of the evidence by which even this 
imperfect result was obtained was uncertain and unsatisfactory; and whilst his 
Lordship in Council was willing to place confidence in the judgment of the 
Commission, he felt tliat the case was incomplete, and that to justify the 
Government in any strong and final measure further information was absolutely 
necessary. But from all the papers which have since come before him, he 
has seen increased reason to doubt whether any certain grounds of action can 
possibly be obtained amidst the intrigues, the personal animhsities, and the 
exaggerated rumours of all descriptions, by which the investigation into the 
petty and obscure details of the supposed treasonable proceedings of the Raja 
has been surrounded and embarrassed. 

4. The evidence relative to the alleged intercourse of the Raja of Sattara 
with the ex-Raja of Nagpore, as detailed in the documents which accompanied 
your letter of the 1st ultimo, is, in the opinion of his Lordship in Council, in 
the highest degree suspicious. The alleged communication between Yellojec 
Bappoo and the ex-Raja of Nagpore is admitted to have originated in some 
domestic concern. The evidence of that individual and his servant are full of 
. discrepancies; and it was only after repeated cross-examinations that they w'cre 

induced to implicate the Raja of Sattara as having any knowledge of the com¬ 
munications. It is remarkable that Ycllojee is represented as having been the 

j)erson 


Idocnaghten, Hsq. 
to W. H. WatUen, 
Eaq. 

2 Oct. 1837. 
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person through whose means the intercourse between the Raja of Sattara and SATTARA 
tlte ex-Raja of Nagpore was first set on foot; and yet the two witnesses, Abba PAPERS. 

Mareek and lii.s servant Wittoo, deposed, that the latter was sent to .Tondpore ™ „ 

to ask whether Yellojee Bappoo sent people there. M!.cnghSii!E,q: 

5. The Governor General in Council sees little or nothing in the evidence ** ’ 

recorded in the documents which accompanied your letter of the 4tii ultimo 2 Oct. J837. 
to inculpate the Raja. There is no direct evidence against his Highness of 
any kind, as regards the supposed intrigue with the Hubshce, save that the 
Hubshec’s Vakeel, who was a relative of Bulwunt Row Chitnavecs, was intro¬ 
duced to his Highness; that thte Raja read a letter and afterwards threw it 
into the fire, and that he received a present of cocoa-nuts from Bulwunt Row 
Chitnavees. Again-st the last-named individual no criminality is established. 

There is nothing of a treasonable nature in the paper found concealed in the 
doll, and if there was, evidence has been given to prove that he (the Chit¬ 
navees) was not the author of its contents. Ilis Lordship in Council, of 
course, attaches no weight to the unsupported nimours of intrigues in all 
directions, alluded to by the witnesses whose depositions accompanied your 
letter of the 4th ultimo. His Lordship in Council observes, that the expres¬ 
sions contained in the Oth paragraph of your letter to the Acting Resident, 
that the witness Wittul Row Parisnees saw himself poshak (clothes), “ and 
" a sword sent to the Raja from the llubshee,” would ajjpear to imply more 
than was actually stated by the witness, as his Lordship in Council cannot 
discover that M'^ittul Row asserted he saw the things in (piestion actually sent 
to the Raja. 

fi. As for the alleged combinations w'ith the Portuguese, and with Arabia, 
alluded to in the documents which accompanied your letter of the 31.st ultimo, 
the Governor (ieneral in Council could not but regard such plots (even had the 
accounts which had heen furnished of them seemed less improbable than they 
do), to be too extravagant to bt; entertained for a moment by any person in his 
senses; while it appears from the report of the Commission that the Raja of 
Sattara is by no means deficient in understanding. 

7. The Acting Resident, in the ninth paragraph of his letter to your address 
dated the 12th ultimo, observes, the time necessary to bring these proceedings 
to a close will necessarily be prolonged. And with reference to this declara¬ 
tion, to the length of time which has already elapsed since this investigation 
commenced, and to the excitement and alarm which inquiries so extended 
and protracted must necessarily occasion, 1 am desired to repeat the sugges¬ 
tion contained in the concluding paragraph of iny letter, dated the 7th August, 
and yet more strongly to urge the inconvenience and uncertainty of these 
proceedings, and the absolute necc.ssity of bringing them to an early termina¬ 
tion. In the hopelessness that all further evidence will be otherwise than 
inconclusive, and looking to the utmost degree of criminality, which in any 
view of the testimony before the Commission may be regarded as clearly and 
absolutely established, looking, too, to the interval which has since elapsed in 
inquiries leading to no further definite and important disclosures, his Lordship 
in Council would gladly find that the Right Honourable the Governor in 
Council is disposed to concur with him in opinion, and would close the 
proceedings; apprizing the Raja that, although several suspicuous circum¬ 
stances regarding his Highness have been elicited during the progress of this 
inquiry, yet the British Government is unwilling, without the clearest proof of 
guilt, to condemn any of its allies, especially one who has been so pre-emi-* 
nently the object of its favour and generosity; that further investigation is 
deemed inexjredient with reference to the general inconvcnieirce it creates; 
and that the Right Honourable the Governor in Council is therefore pleased to 
close the inquiry, with the expression of his hope that the Raja will so conduct 
himself for the future as to avoid the predicament (no less painful to the British 
Government than to his Highness) in which he has recently been placed. 

8. As regards the Dewan, who is now understood to be in confinement at 
Ahmednuggur, his Lordship in Council observes, that if the suggestion con- 

.^^tained 

•'V I 
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taincd in this letter should be adopted, the liberation of the individual in 
question will probably follow the cessation of further inquiry into the conduct 
of the Raja. 

I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) W. II. Macnaohte.v, 

Fort William, Secretary to the Government of India. 

‘2nd October, 1837. 


Letter trom \V. H. 
Maetiaghten, Esq. 
to W. II. Watlicii, 
Esej. 

16 Oct. 1837. 


I.ETTEK 1'ROM W. II. ]MAC\A(iHTEN, ESQ., SECllErARy TO 
GOVKRNMEN1’, TO W. H. WA1TIEN, ESQ., CHIEF SECRETARY 
TO COVERNMENT, BOMBAY, 


Dalai \i\th Octoher, 1837. 


(Political Department.) 

Sir,— I am desired by the Right llououriible the Governor Cieneral of India 
in Council to acknowledge the recci]»t of your several letters of the dates 
noted in the margin, * together with their respective cnclosurc.s, on the subject 
of the iiiqtiiry into tin; conduct of the Rajti. of Sattara. 

‘2. The procceding.s rejtort.ed in the etunmnnications now acknowledged arc 
not, 1 am desired to state, such as to meet the a[)j)robation of his Lordsiiip in 
Council. 

3. That the Raja of Sattara, forgetful of all former oltligations, and nettled 
by an alleged grievance, is disaffected to the British Government, and that he 
has been led by designing peo])le, enemies either to him or to the British 
Government, into acts intendoal to be injurious to that Government may be 
conceded ; but the result of the later proceedings of the Right Honourable the 
Governor in Council has, 1 am desired to add, tended rather to w(!aken than 
to strengthen the case against him, for they prove either the extent of the false¬ 
hood which is mingled with the.se atreu-sations, or the imljecility with wliich 
the Raja is capable of entertaining i>rojects of so wild a description. Exce[)t 
from the statement which may possibly be made by Govind Row, his Lord.ship 
in Council sees nothing in all this evidence which is likely to throw light upon 
the conduct of the Raja, .so far as it is proper or incumbent on us to itupiire 
into it; and under the circumstances of recent strict duresse and expected 
liberty under which this evidence is to be elicited, it must be received with 
very considerable caution. 

4. Adverting to these considerations, 1 am desired to state that the papers 
now acknowledged have strongly confirmed the Governor General in Council 
in the opinion already expressed, that this perjvlexcd and protracted scrutiny 
should be at once brought to a conclusion, or at least that all the collateral 
inquiries which have been in so many quarters in.stitutcd should be discon¬ 
tinued as soon as practicable, it being for the real interests of the British Go¬ 
vernment, whilst it watches at)d represses with vigilance and firruue.ss the 
active movements of insurrection, to disregard rumours, and even, in many 
cases, the realities of {jetty and ob.scure intrigues; dependence lieing |>laced 
for the internal {jower of the empire upon its own manife.st strength and the 
fears of the disaffeetcal, of whom, in the very nature of things, from the transfer 
of power and {iropcrty, there must be many, and uiion the general interests of 
the population, which cannot but be opposed to violent commotion. His Lord- 
ship in Council is sorry at feeling himself compelled to add, that in the jjre- 
sent instance the idea of mistrust and insecurity on the ]iart of the British 
Govornment may have been wddely spread, from Raj[)ootana to Madras and 

• Alalabar, though the alfair is one of no real importance to our power. 

5. Against 


* Two letters, dated 23rd and 23th September, 1837. 
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5. Against the further prosecution of these hazardous proceedings, the Go¬ 
vernor General in Council deems it incumbent upon him to interfere, so as to 
prevent any further aggravation of this evil. I am desired, therefore, to convey 
the retjuest of his Lordship in Council, that the Right Honourable the Go¬ 
vernor in Council of Bombay will be pleased to abstain from all further 
inquiries upon collateral points, or other measures of this nature, leading, as 
they must do, to nothing but futile and discreditable results. 

G. The Governor fitcneral in Couneil will look with some anxiety, though 
under the circumstances not without suspicion, to any further confession which 
he may otfer to support by direct and substantial proof which may be made 
by Govind Row, as tending to weaken or confirm the original charge adduced 
against the Raja or any of his family, of attempting to seduce our sepoys 
from their allegiance; and he is of opinion, that whatever the Raja of Sattara 
may have further to slate, in reply to those charges, should be fairly taken into 
consideration before any measures adverse to his Highness can be takeir upon 
the proceedings already held. 

7. With regard to Dr. Milne, I am desired to state, that though it was in¬ 
tended that his personal statements should not be rejected, it was not designed 
to admit him as the ])artisan and advocate of the Raja, and that his intercourse 
with the Raja is expressly placed under the control of the Bombay Govern¬ 
ment. 

8. I am desired, at the same time, tf> state, with reference to the altered state 
of European society, and to the freedom of access to this country now granted, 
that the f)olicy may be. questionable of discouraging res|)ectahle individuals 
like Dr. Milne, from undertaking the defence of natives of rank, who would 
probably be driven by such discouragement to resort to the aid of adventurers, 
careless alike ©f the reputation of the accused, and of their own government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W’. H. Macnagiitkn, 

F<irt William, Secretary to the Government of India. 

IGth October, 1837. 

I’.S. Since the above was written, your letters of the 27th and 28th ultimo, 
with their respective enclosures, have been received; but 1 am desired to state, 
that the contents ol' those communications do not alter the views which the 
Governwr General in Council entertains of the impolicy of the collateral pro¬ 
ceedings recently held under the authority of the Right Honourable the Gover¬ 
nor in CouJicil; and his Lordship in Council still adheres to the wish already 
e.xprcssed, that the jn-occeding against the Raja shall be brought to a termina¬ 
tion as soon as practicable. 
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(Signed) W. H. Macnacutkn. 
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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE VAKEELS OF 
THE EX-RAJA OF SATTARA AND THE COURT 
OF DIRECTORS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

LETTER FROM ESflAVUNT ROW RAJA SIRKEY, BIIUGWUNT 
ROW WITTUL, AND MEER AFZALL ALEE, VAKEELS OF HIS 
HKHIA’KSS THE EX-RAJA OF SATTARA, TO THE HONOUR- 
ABLE THE COURT OF DIRECTORS OF THE EAST INDIA 
COMPANY, 

Dated 2Gth Kovernher, 1S39. 

Honourable Sirs,—As the Vakeels to your Honourable Court of his High¬ 
ness the Raja of Sattara, we beg with great deference to submit to your 
Honourable Court the accompanying address (No. 1), which was prepared on 
the lOlh of September last, by Mccr Afzall Alec, one of our number; but 
which was kept back, in the eoiitidence that, as was currently reported, a 
satisfactory adjustment wa.s on the eve of Ireing etieeted, in regard to the long 
and much to be regretted misunderstandings which existed between the 
(lovernment of Bombay and his Highness ; and that it would, in conse(]uence, 
have been unnecessary to jjrcfer an appeal on any subject to yemr Honourable 
Court. 

These expectations, which we .sincerely cherished, and, in common with 
others, most fully relied upon, having been grievously disap])()inted by 
the larnentabk; and very uidooked-for intelligence recently received lioin 
India, we are now' induco<l to revert to our original intention, and accor<l- 
ingly herewith submit the despatch in question for your Honourable Court’s 
information and consideration ; and the powers of Meer Afzall Alee from his 
High ness, forming an accompaniment thereto, we now do ourselves the honour 
with this adclre.ss, to submit those of Eshvvunt Row Raja Sirkey and of Blnig- 
wunt Row' Wittul, w'ho arrived in this country during midsummer last; Meer 
Afzall Alee having been here for upwards of eight months preceding that {)criod. 

In di.scharging this duty, we w'ould take the liberty to expft.ss our 
hope that, even at this late period, the step w'c now take will be attended 
with advantage. Your Honourable Court will observe; from an attentive 
penisal of the enclosed addrt!ss, that in cases which admitted of easy and 
unquestionable proof, as to the rights of the Raja of Sattara, your Indian 
Covermnent leave nevertheless arrived at very erroneous decisions—and will, 
therefore, be tlic le.ss disjioscd to receive, as conclusive, the decision which 
has now' been come to (and surely on information more open to doubt) regard- 
ing points of the most vital importance to his Highness, without instituting 
such an in(|uiry as would not only have subjected that information, at present 
entirely cx parte, whether oral or documentary, on which his Highnc.ss has 
been declared to be guilty, to the most searching scrutiny in the presence of 
his Highness; but as would also have enabled liis Highness to reply to the 
same, and to ofler such testimony as he may possess, regarding the motives of 
his accusers, and the machinations and conspiracies to which they have 
resorted. 

Since the deposition of his Highness, we have received his Highness’s in¬ 
structions to press this point most earnestly on your Honourable Court; and 
to record, on his Highness’s behalf, our most solemn protest against the in¬ 
justice and degradation to which he has been subjected, without having been 
qtforded an opportunity to offe^ny explanation or defence ; without the oral 
evidence having been given in his Highness’s presence, and cross-examined 
under his directions; and without submitting the documentary proof to all 

those 
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those tests, to establish its genuineness, which are considered indispensable, SATTAftA 

before such evidence is deemed to be ralid ; and, in submitting this protest, P APER S, 

we are directed to point your Honourable Court’s attention to the fact, that all letter from tlie 
this has happened, though his Highness lias most earnestly entreated not to Ex-Roja’s Vakeels 
be condemned unheard ; and has expressed his willingness to subject himself Court of 

to any inquiry which promised to afford him a prospect of seeing his accusers go 
face to face, and of defending himself against the falsehoods they have re¬ 
corded against him. 

We are also desired to state, that his Highness cannot conceive why such a 
course, which is not refused to the veriest criminal, was not pursued in his 
case; and that if it was to spare his Highness’s feelings, or to consult his 
dignity, or arose from any doubt of jurisdiction, what passed between his 
Highness and your Governor should liave proved, that ho was willing to w'aivc 
every consideration, to attain the one important and essential object of not 
being subject to condemnation, procdaiincd to the country as a traitor, and 
punished as guilty, without a trial, llis lliglincss cannot, however, believe, 
that any consideration for him could have dictated the refusal, which his re¬ 
iterated entreaties for an investigation received; since the measure that was 
actually resorted to, was not only that wliich, of all others, inflicted the most 
deadly blow, whether on the feelings, or the rights or dignities of his High¬ 
ness ; but was that also, which, he is (amvinced, would have been averted liy 
the concession of an investigation. And that your Government might have 
the means of forming its own judgment on this point, his Highness embraced 
tlie opportunity of the Honourable the flovcrnor’s visit to Sattara, to place in 
llis bands various depositions by, and admissions of, jiarties who had been en¬ 
gaged in the manufaeturc of forged documents; to wdiieh they had elandcs- 
tinely affixed bis Highness’s seal, and thereby giviai them every appearance of 
genuineness; wbieb they deposed they luul done at the request of, and hir the 
ex'|)ress jmrpose of delivering them to those, whom his Higliness considers to 
have been the most active promoters of all the plots, the irulignitics, and hard¬ 
ships, to which his Higline.ss has I'orso long a time been exposed. At the same 
lime, also, his Excellency’s attention was jiarticularly directed to these facts by 
a fiaperwdiich his Highness presented to him, and in which his Uigliness again 
and again pressed on his ExeelleiK'y the only request which, fiom the eom- 
nienccmcnt of his troubles, bis Highness has preferred to j'onr Government, 
that all the charges against him should be subjected to jnoof. 

And here we arc directed to observe, that if any thing could have added to 
the hardsliip of his Highness's ease, and the injustice of M'hich he has been 
the victim, nothing was more calculated to do so than the only alternative 
which was left to him by your Government, on the visit of the "Honourable 
the Governor to Sattara, either to submit to deposition, or to retain bis power 
and possessions under an admission of bis guilt. We, need not slaU—the 
result declares it—that bis Highness, preferring bis liouoiir to every consider¬ 
ation, chose without hesitation the former. Had, however, his Highness been 
guilty, bad his own mind been his accuser, he would, your Honourable Court 
must feel convinced, have snbmitteil to any demand, however Innuiliating, 
which gave jiromise of .saving him from the consequences to vvliieli be must, 
in such case, have been sensible he had become justly exposed, and w'ould. 
not have persisted in requiring the adoption of that very rnoasm e, which would, 
of all others, have ensured his conviction and have left him, after huvingjgiven 
so much trouble, and made so many and such loud jirotestations of his inno- 
ecucc, no grounds for hoping for any sympathy from the public, or any favour ' 
from your Government. J i J i 

His Highness cannot but think that the ITononrahIc the Governor, vvith the 
determination to which he had come to spare his Highness, even although he, 
was firmly convinced of his guilt, shoidd have so shaped his proceedings, that 
hey, instead of lowering his Highness in his own esfimatitm, and in the 
opinion of the world, should have e.xeitcd thiP|rratitude of his Higliness to- 
'vards his Excellency for his magnanimity and kiiidiie.ss. Instead, however, of 
pursuing a course so obviously wi.se and politic for the attainment of the object 

^^yliich 
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which he professed, it should be kept in mind that, while no investigation of 
which his Highness was cognizant had taken place; and while he declared he 
was innocent, the only option given to his Highness was to relinquish his 
dignities, or to retain them with dishonour, under an admission for which 
the. possession of no dignity nor any advantage could, in his opinion, have 
proved any compensation. His Higliness was informed that a return to the 
interchange of the usual civilities, and the usual intercourse between the 
English Government and himself, would only take place if his Highness 
would do that to which, had he yielded compliance, he would have rendered 
himself unworthy of such a distinction. And this will be evident when we 
state, on his Highness’s authority, that he was called on to sign a paper, the 
jncamblc to whicli declared, that “ his Ilighne.s.s having been guilty of Fittoor* 
“ and the English Government having for once forgiven it, the following articles 
“ are agreed to and that every one of the articles which followed were, if 
not so direct, yet virtual admissions of his guilt; and the demand that his 
Highne.ss should give, to them his assent could be justified on no other giounds 
than the conviction of his Highness, after investigation or his own acknow¬ 
ledgment. that the charges against him were true. It w'ill be evident, for 
instance, that the requisitions to agree to give bhadaree or guarantee, and 
pen.sions to his accusers, and to expel his chilwes or secretary, could be de¬ 
fended on no other jilea. 

Oil all tlicse accounts, his Highness has directed us to enter our most unre¬ 
served protest against the demand of such a jiapcr ; and at the same time to 
state, that after much and anxious deliberation, the reasons for not having 
granted it appear to him so obvious and so good, that he really cannot con¬ 
ceive that his compliance with the requisition to sign it, could have served any 
one purpose which would not have been a thousand times better secured with¬ 
out it; except that it would have formed a document to which his enemies, 
and even your Government, could have referred your Honourable Court and 
the jmblic, as a justification of the many harsh measures to which they have 
subjected his Highness for so long a period; and which, as his Highness has 
truly observed, might at any future time, when a like spirit of hostility might 
exist against his Highness, be quoted as the best authority—tliat of his High¬ 
ness himself—to prove, that it was no new thing for his Highness to be guilty 
of breaches of good faith. In sucli a case, by no means, if we judge by the 
past, improbable, bis Highness would be as little credited as he is now; but 
with more reason, if he met such an accusation by asserting, that the fact 
staled was no proof of his habibs—but of his having been obliged to yield to a 
power which he could not resi.st; and which, under the threat of deposition, 
obliged him, though refu.sed a trial—and though protesting his innocence—to 
certify to his own dishonour. 

Nothing, it will be obvious, from the.se considerations, but a jierfcct oblivion 
of the past, both liy the British Government and his Highness, could liave 
enabled your Government to carry out the policy of the Honourable the 
Governor to any beneficial purpose; with every disposition to conciliate, it 
would have required, after what has occurred, a long intercourse of kindly 
feelings to have generated that confidence, which could have rendered a 
renewal of intercourse satisfactory or useful. Instead, however, of encouraging 
a disposition to conciliate tlie imjrressions, on the one hand, entertained by the 
British Government, of his Highness’s breach of treaty; and on the other, 
his H^hness’s recollections of the injurious suspicions and cruel treatment he 
has experienced at the hands of the British Government, were only likely to 
be perpetuated by a measure, which, whilst it humiliated the Raja, placed an 
admission of his guilt, however indirect, in the possession of the British 
Government. Had this taken place—that cordiality, and that perfect under- 
.standing, so essential to the existence of friendly relations, would have been 
^altogether wanting; and no satisfaction could have resulted from a connexion 
embittered by suspicion and mistrust. Better, since investigation, which 
> alone 

* Thb term ia here intended to charge his Highness with treasonable practices, and generally 
with dbloyalty and breach of engagements. 
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alone could clear up all doubts, was withheld, that his Highness at once ac- 8ATTARA 

cepted the alternative of deposition, great as was the sacrifice he thereby PAPERS, 

made, than incur the many hazardous risks involved in the adjustment that LctteTfirom the 
was proposed. Ex-Raja’s Vakeels 

to tile Court of 

In now appealing to your Honourable Court, and by instructions from his 
Highness, entreating that your Honourable Court will yet be pleased, in a ’ 
matter in which not only the credit of your Indian Administration, but the 
good name and the fortunes of his Highness are so deeply involved, to concede 
an impartial investigation; we would beg to state, that it is his Highness’s 
wish, that the orders of your Honourable Court should be to the effect, that 
your Government .shall adduce and thoroughly sift every kind of evidence in 
their possession against his Highness ; and having afi’orded his Highness an 
opportunity of as fully doing the same, and of adducing his own testimony, 
that the whole case should then be submitted to the just and impartial tribunal 
of your Honourable Court, to whose decision, under such circumstances, 
whatever it may be, his Highness will yield most implicit obedience and 
respect; or his Highness will be happy to bow, with all the deferencje he has 
ever evinced, to that high, honourable, and just statesman, Mr. Elphinstone, if 
your Honourable Court should be pleased to refer every thing at issue, between 
your Government and himself, to his judgment and decision ; but his High¬ 
ness has directed us to protest in the strongest language we can use, against 
the assumption, by the Government of India, of the oflicc of Ms judges 
(whether as refers to their past cx parte condemnation and punishment of his 
Ilighness, or to any future investigation which may be instituted), on account 
of the spirit of hostility to his Highness, w'hich seems to have actuated your 
Government throughout this long [irotracted controversy; as evinced in their 
manifest brcacji of treaty, as regards his Highness’s rights over the Pont 
Suchew and other .Taghcerdars, and which has now been persisted in, not¬ 
withstanding the most earnest applications of his Ilighness for several years; 
in the imprisonment of his servants without trial, a measure which not only 
filled all his Highness’s friends with dismay, and intimidated them frorii 
giving him counsel or assistance, but also, as it were, isolated liiin from 
all around him, and exhibited him as doomed to be visited with some signal 
mark of displeasure ; in the Government as well as the Resident declining to 
contiimc the usual and periodical interchanges of civilities, and in a marked 
disregard of all his communications; in the Resident possessing himself— 
how, he only can tell—of the communications of his Highness's agents in 
llombay, and not only subjecting them to perusal, but taking copies of them 
for transmission to your Government; and in the conilenmutiuu which has 
just been passed on his Higlmess, not oifly without a hearing, but witlmut 
furnishing him with even the ex parte evidence by which that act is justified. 

All these circumstances, as well as others, which it would be too tedious 
to enumerate, are, his Highness is of opinion, so many moral reasons why your 
Government in India, luoth was, and still is bound to refrain from assuming 
the office of his judges; for, having so mixed themselves up in the case, both 
as principals and accessories, it is but reasonable to fear, that howev-er desi¬ 
rous they might be to guard against all undue influence, they could not avoid 
seeing every thing through such a medium as would tend to justify all that his 
Highness complains of. 

The chief object of this address being to obtain an order from your 
Honourable Court for an impartial investigation of the charges against his' 

Highne.ss, wc do not think it necessary to advert to these charges specifically; 
or to shew forth any of the motives which have guided the several parties by 
whom they have been got up. Whatever the charges are, and we have no know¬ 
ledge of them but by report, we beg most distinctly to state, that we not only 

be in no respect proven, since they rest on evidence of which ' 
his Highness knows nothing, and since his Hiahness has never been in any-^ 
wise a party to’any proceedings to try the faction which the alleged charges* 
are founded; but, under such circumstances, we also hold the condemnation 
passed, and the punishment inflicted on his Highness, as contrary to justice ; 

and 
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SATTARA aod therefore, however his Highness has been obliged to submit to power, as 
PAPERS. altogether without force or validity. 

to infer 
expla- 
the 5th 

26 Nov. 1889. article of the treaty was relaxed (which fact your Government is, or ought to 
be aware of), without any solicitation by his Highnciss to that effect, by Sir 
John Malcolm, so that the mere circumstance of having written to foreign 
chieftains, if such really has been done, if not on treasonable subjects, can¬ 
not in consequence be considered to be a breach of that article; or that 
we could not satisfy your Honourable Court that if treasonable letters, 
addrcs.sed to his Highness, have been intcrce[)ted, they can bo no evidence of 
his Highness’s guilt, till his Highness is convicted of having encouraged such 
comnmnications, and till the letters themselves are really proved to be 
genuine; any more than a treasonable letter written to your Honourable 
Court and interccjitcd, could, of itself simply, be considered as proof that 
your Honourable Court participated in treasonable transactions; so also, 
were we to depart from the rule we have laid down, we could expose the 
e.xtravagance and ridiculousness, as well as the falsehood of the charges con¬ 
nected with Goa ; and with the asserted attemj)t to corrupt the troops of your 
Honourable Court. All tins, however, will be better c;ffected under a formal 
investig^on, such aS we trust your Honourable Court will concede to the 
earnest entreaty of his Highness. 

And here we may state his Highness’s prayer, that, on an investigation 
being instituted, he may be allowed to avail himself of such assistance as he 
may comsider requisite to enable him to cope with the talent at the command 
of your Government; and w’hich, as the inquiry will embrace and decide 
equally upon its measures, as the charges against his Highness, will naturally 
feel desirous to the utmost to justify the same. 

His Highness will not, we would add, ofler any frivolous or vexatious 
oj)position to the termination of the imjuiry with all po.ssible despatch—so that 
no objection on this score should be allowed to prevent your Honourable 
Court from ordering its commencement forthwith. 

If your Honourable Court should have a doubt of the effects of this measure, 
we would venture to assure you of our conviction that no victory however 
splendid, nor any conquest however valuable, will do so much for the honour 
and stability of the British power in India, as your willing acquiescence in a 
prayer, the object of which is to jjiolicit that a dependent, yet a .sovereign 
prince, should not continue to be deprived of his high station and his rights, 
without an open investigation to prove that he merits such a degradation. In 
the case of a power inde|)endent of your Government, and which would not 
yield to such an incjuiry, your Government would be warranted in proceeding 
to resent any breach of faith, or other offence, on such evidence as it may be 
able to acquire, and as they may consider worthy of credence; but the 
relative positions of your llonourable Court and of his Highness, and parti¬ 
cularly his own reiterated apjdication for an investigation, leave your Honour¬ 
able Court no justification for applying the same principles to the case of 
his Highness. 

Before w'e conclude this address, we would respectfully solicit your Honour¬ 
able Court's consideration of a few observations, explanatory of the employ¬ 
ment of certain agents, ourselves among others, which his Highness has 
resorted to, and which appears to have given offence. 

On this subject we would state that his Highness considered himself, by 
the peculiar circumstances in which he was placed, constrained to have 
recourse to such agency. 

He had, in the first instance, long felt that his communicatibns through the 
Resident, on many important points, were productive of no good; and that 

aU 
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AVe beg, however, that your Honourable Court will not be disposed 
from our silence in regard to the charges, that we could not offer 
nations regarding them ; that we could not, for instance, prove that 
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all his complaints of the conduct of Government, especially in reffard to the 
Ja^heerdars, were unattended to, or were decided upon, and justified contrary 
to treaty, and his rights set at naught. 

In the second place, the Resident gave ear to false charges against liis 
Highness, and acting on these with an eagerness that evinced a disposition to 
seize on any pretence to harass and ruin his Highness, the Government 
ordered a Commission to sit at Sattara, which condemned his Highness on 
evidence not given before him, and without his defence. Gf this Commission, 
so acting. General Lodwick, the Resident at his Highness’s Court, Mr. 
Willougiiby, the Political Secretary to Government, and Colonel Ovans, were 
members. Your Honourable Court will admit tliat such a circumstance 
could not much tend to render further intcrcouse betwe(;n the Resident and 
his Highness satisfactory to either party. 

If, previous to the Commission, he had failed to obtain redress for his High¬ 
ness, in matters to which his Highness attached the greatest in»portanco, it 
was but natural to suppose that after taking part iu such an inquiry he. would 
be less likely to do so iu future. 

Thirdly, shortly after, tliis Resident w’as removed ; but his succc.ssor. Colonel 
Gvans, having also, as has been stated, been a membc:r of the Conunission 
alJutled to, came to Sattara convinced of bis Highness’s guilt; and, as far as 
could be judged by the proceedings to which he resorted on his arrival, deter¬ 
mined to the utmost to persecute his Highness. Without trial, his Highness’s 
most confidential servants were committed to prison by him ; and hi.s High¬ 
ness thus cut of!' from all who, under his dilfic;ulties and indignities, could 
afford him .sympathy or advice, was glad to take hold of the hand which was 
exicndod to him by an old and respeeted servant of the (.’ompany ; and, in 
reliance on his qualifications for the task, confi<led his interests to his advocacy 
with your Government; from which, through his exertions, he flattered him¬ 
self lie might obtain that redress, of which he liad ceased to indulge any hope 
thzough the Residfiut, whoso efforts seemed solely ile.voted to the one object of 
proving some breach of treaty against his Highnes.s. 

If in this respect, therefore, liis Ifighuess lias offended, he forced to 
do so by the liosliie policy of your (lovernmciit, for wc do not, with every 
deference, hesitate to question the good feeling and the justice to his High¬ 
ness, and the discretion of your Government in retaining gentlemen in the 
office of Resident at Sattara, who had (and the more unjustifiably the worse) 
condemned his Highness as a traitor, when his Highness had no other ehannel 
of eoininuuieation with your Government, and coidd employ no other without 
affording grounds for offence. Ol‘ all the injurious treatment experienced at 
the hands of your Government, his Highness docs not consider this as the 
least cruel or oppressive ; and we doubt not your Honourable Court will be 
dis])osed to admit that, when but <?lic medium of intercourse was sanctioned, 
it should have been such as, if it did not equally possess the confidence of the 
Raja as of your Government, should, at least, have been free from all suspi¬ 
cion of enmity or prejudice against him or bis interests. 

These facts his llighne.ss considers to be a suflicient justification' of his em¬ 
ployment of any other channel of communication than tlie Resident; and 
even if they were not, he trusts your llonourable Court will see no cause of 
offence in his having done so, his sole motive having been, through his own 
agents, to endeavour to regain that position in the good opinion of your Go¬ 
vernment, which he, with the deepest regret, observed that by the machina¬ 
tions of his enemies he had lost, and which he de.spaired of efl’ecting through 
an agency in which, for such good reasons, he could not confide. If rt be an 
offence most anxiously to desire to stand well with your llonourable Court and 
Avith your Government, then his Highness must plead guilty; but if otherwise, 
then his Highness feels confident that the only end be over held in view must, 
under the circumstances detailed, justify the means. 

And here we would protest against inferring the spirit witli which his High- 

ne.ss 
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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE VAKEELS 

SA'^ARA ngss wished his advocacy to be conducted, from the tone and manner in which 
PAPINS. discharged. His Highness, we assure your Hon- 

Letter from the ourable Court, even under the justest cause of complaint, never wished to 
Ex-Raja’s Vakeels depart from that courtesy and deference which he feels for your Government; 
to tlie Court of jj^s occurrcd, the same should not be attributed to his Higlmess, 

2 (J*Nov!T 839 . whose peculiar situation in regard to his agency cannot be better explained, 
than by likening him to a ship at sea, whose safety, being overtaken by a 
})itiless storm, must necessarily depend on the exertions of the mariner, whe¬ 
ther skilful or otherwise, who endeavours to steer her into a harbour of refuge. 
His Highness, it should be remembered, is ignorant of your language, and of 
your convcntioiial forms of courtesy ; at the same time he was confiding, and 
believed that all that was necessary in such respects would be attended to; 
and taking into consideration the many disadvantages under which he laboured, 
your Honourable Court will not, we trust, be disposed to add any failures in 
these respects to his account. 

As to the missions to England, we would only state, that they have had 
their origin in .some circumstance of neces.sity, viz. the position of hostility 
which your Resident and Government had placed themselves in with regard 
to his Highness, and in the same motives, a desire to obtain redress li>r griev¬ 
ances, and t(j seek lor an impartial investigation of the charges against him, 
as will be evident from the annexed translation of a correspondence, which, 
previous to the embarkation of the agents, occurred between the Resident and 
his Highness; and in which the reasons for their deputation arc distinctly set 
forth. 

We would, however, re.spcctfully contend, that his em))loymcnt of agents to 
communicate with your Government, and with your Honourable Court, though 
contrary to the wish of the Resident, cannot be maintained to be a brcachUf 
the spirit of the treaty ; and that it w'ould be a harsh and unfavourable inter¬ 
pretation of the treaty, and might be the cau.se of much oppression without a 
hope of redre.ss, to declare it to be so ; independent of which, it can be sliewn 
that it was warranted by precedent in the time of Mr. Elphinstone’s Goveni- 
ment. 

We have now fulfilled the task which has been allotted to us ; and, in di.s- 
charging it, we have been constantly influenced by a dc.sire to the utmost, to 
evince that respect, which we sincerely entertain for the high station, the great 
and the good reputation, and the paramount authority of yourllonourablcGourt. 

The necessity, however, of placing before your Honourable Court some few 
of the facts on which we ground our ap|)eal, has, we deeply regret to say, 
obliged us to speak in terms of complaint of the conduct of your Government. 
Onr regard to truth, and the honest discharge of our duty, Ibrced us to tins ; 
and those considerations will, w'c hope, be jmr apology, not only to your Hon¬ 
ourable Court, but to your Government inTndia. 

Whether an earlier appeal to your Honourable Court would have been of 
use to his Highnc.ss, it is not possible for us to decide ; but that one was not 
sooner submitted by our colleague, Meer Afzall Alec, is alone owing to his 
having been informed of the aversion of your Honourable Court to receive 
appeals, except through the medium of your Government in India; and his 
fear, therefore, that his intrusion might in nowise promote the object which 
would have led him to make it. It is not our province to question your Hon¬ 
ourable Court’s policy in this respect—we would only say, that whatever may f 
be the opinion that we entertain concerning it, or however we may regret it, 
we haye respected it to the utmost of our power ; and even now, at this 
eleventh hour, we come before your Honourable Court with such reluctance, 
that nothing short of a conscientious conviction as to our duty could have in- \ 
duced us to do so. We humbly trust, therefore, that, notwithstanding our sj 
breach of your rules, your Honourable Court will not allow such a considera- | 
tion to prevent this address being favourably received. If, wb respectfully as- .' 
sure your Honourable Court, such should be its good fortune, the same will be 

received f 
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received as a proof of your Honourable Court’s love of justice throughout the 
■whole of yout Eastern Empire. 

We have the honour to be, 

Honourable Sirs, 

With the greatest respect. 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

Esh'Wunt Row Raja Sikkey, and 
BhUGWUNT Row WlTTOE, 

Vakeels of Shreemunt Maharaj Raja Shree Purtab Sew Chuttraputtec. 
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Meek Afzael Aeee, 

Vakeel to the Maharaj Chuter Putee of Sitara. 


London, No. 34, George Street, Euston Square, 
2Cth November, 1839. 


No. 1. 

LETTER FROM MEER AFZALL ALEE, VAKEEL OF THE EX- Letter from ti.e 
RAJA OF SATTARA, TO THE HON. COURT OF DIRECTORS. *^to!heCou^of 

1 directors 

Dated 2G/A Nov. 1839. 20 Nov. 1839. 

Honourable Sirs,—I have the honour to submit to your Honourable Court 
that I Jia\'e been deputed t(j lay several inattens, of great moment, in reference 
to the rights and authority of tlic Raja of Sattara over his Jagheerdars, before 
your Honourable Court; and to solicit that the same may be taken into serious 
consideration ; as well as that such instructions may be issued thereon, as shall, 
for the future, preclude any misunderstanding between your Honourable 
Court’s Government in India and his Highness, on points of such vital moment 
to the rights secured to his Highness by treaty w’ith the Honourable Com¬ 
pany—and to the maintenance of that friendly feeling which till lately has 
invariably been evinced by the English Government towards his Highness, 
and tlic renewal of which his Highness, above all things, most anxiously 
desires. 

In proof of my having been duly empowered to this effect, I beg, accom¬ 
panying, to l urnish your Honourable Court with the ofhcial credentials of his 
Highness, the Raja, in *my favour. This document, I respectfully request, 
your Honourable Court will, being satisfied of its authenticity, have the good¬ 
ness to return to me. 

It must be well known to your Honourable Court that, when under restraint 
by the late Peishwa Bajee Row, his Highness, embraced every suitable occa¬ 
sion to manifest to the Honourable Company’s authorities in the Deccan, the 
friendship he entertained towards the English Government; and that he 
availed himself of the fiiwfc opportunity, after the rupture with Bajee Row, to 
join the English army—a step which, while it greatly weakened and discon¬ 
certed Bajee Row, was proportionally beneficial to the English cause, which 
was thereby, in the opinion of the great Sirdars of the Deccan, and of the people 
generally, identified with that of his Highness, as ‘ the representative of the. 

Mahratta empire. This was evinced by the defections, which soon thereafter 
ensued, of many of the most powerful and most influential of Bajee Row’s ad¬ 
herents—who, thus forsaken, was not again able to oppose the English army ; 
and soon after completely abandoned a contest on which he had entered with 
powerful resources—under feelings of tire most inveterate hostility to the Bri¬ 
tish nation, and with high hopes of driving its forces from the Deccan. 

On joining the British army his Highness was received .with high distinction * 
by General Sir Lionel Smith, and also, afterwards, by the nondurable Mr. 

^ Elphinstone, 
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Other interviews took jtlace, at which similar assurances were given to his 
Highness by Mr, Elphiiistone, pending the receipt of the instructions of the 
Governor General; and at length, on the 25th September, 1819, Captain 
Grant jjresented a treaty for his Highness’s acceptance, which immediately 
received the confirmation of his Highness. 

By that treaty a jirincipality was conferred on his Highness, consisting of a 
tract of country within certain specified limits, as well as the sovereignty over 
certain Jagheerdars, some of whose estates are situated within these limits, and 
some arc beyond them. 

This last fact (viz. that some of thejagheers rendered .subject to his High¬ 
ness arc situated beyond the assigned limits) it is important to bear in mind, 
as in the sequel, it has been adduced as a plea for denying his Highness's 
Jurisdiction over the chieftain denominated “ the Suchew,” one of those .lag- 
hcerdars, and for su\jstituting that of the English Government in its stead ; 
thereby not only depriving his Highness of the present exercise of a right, dis¬ 
tinctly conveyc<l to, and for many years enjoyed by him under treaty, but also 
shutting the door to his right of succession to that jagheer in ease of resump¬ 
tion, from failure of heirs or any other cause. 

For many years after the conclusion of this treaty, a most perfect under¬ 
standing was on all points maintained between the British Government and 
his Highness. 

The British Government fully recognized, in all particulars, his Highness as 
sovereign over all the Jagheerdars enumerated in the schedule annexed to the 
treaty; and subject to advising in certain cases with that Government, his 
Highness alone controlled and adjudicated in all matters having reference to 
them or their jaghcers. All of them entered into engagements with his High¬ 
ness to abide by his Highness’s rule and authority, to conduct themselves with 
loyalty and fidelity, and to perform certain services to his Highness, either 
personally or with troops ; and in return for these stipulations, his Highness 
confirmed the possession of their estates during the life of the incumbents, or 
during good behaviour, by a special grant, which was guaranteed by the Bri¬ 
tish Government. 

On the death of any incumbent, the question of succession rested with his 
Highness, who, in the case of heirs claiming in virtue of blood relationship, 
has hitherto always conferred on them the rights and possessions of their pre¬ 
decessors, without subjecting them to any nuzzurana or fine. 

In the case, however, of the succession of adopted sons, his Highness has, in 
some cases, with the sanction of the British Government, im|.x>sed certain fines 
and burthens, in consideration of the privileges which he had conferred. 

The coirespondcnce between the British Government (when the Honourable 
Mr. ElphiRstone was Governor of Bombay) and his Highness, is full of proofs 

that 


EIpbinstone, who, fully aware of the important advantage, at such a juncture, 
of the presence of his Highness, in connection with the operations then carry¬ 
ing on, had been anxious, by concerting measures with bis Highness s agents, 
to facilitate that event; and who assured his Highness, through these agents, 
that: “ If his Highness co-operated with the English, they would act towards 
“ him on the same principles as they had acted on to the Raja of Mysore, on 
“ the conquest of that countryand, subsequently, at ah interview with 
Mr. Elphinstone, that gentleman stated to his Highness, that " the agreement 
“ with his Highness should be fulfilled according to a treaty which should be 
“ delivered to him and he added, “ the English Government regards your 
“ family, and the memory of your ancestors, with respect; and, above all, it 
“ never forgets any one who has rendered it aid in circumstances of difficulty 
“ and danger. Your Highness’s loyalty has not escaped the observation of the 
“ English Government, and its conduct towards you will be just and liberal— 
“ for that Government is uniformly anxious to promote the prosperity of its 
“ adherents, it being a maxim of its policy, that the interest of such persons 
“ should be as dear to it as its own.” 
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that that distinguished statesman never entertained a doubt of his Highness 
possessing the same rights over the Jagheerdars beyond the limits specified in 
the treaty, as over those whose possessions are within those limits ; aud it was 
not till the time of the government of Lord Clare that any pretensions were 
advanced to the prejudice of his Highness in this respect. 

When the first hindrance to the exercise of his usual jurisdiction was expe¬ 
rienced by his Highness, he made a representation on the subject to the Go¬ 
vernor, requesting the Governor in Council would examine his papers, and take 
his affairs into cc^sideration, so as to see how they had stood up “ to that time, 
“and whether his statements were correct or not,” adding, “that should they 
“ be found incorrect, he would abstain from all further agitation of the sub- 
“ ject.” 

In reply to this reasonable request, his Highness was informed, that a refer¬ 
ence would be made to England on the subject; and Lord Clare, Mr. Suther- 
lanti, and General Lodwick, in conversation with his Higlmess, counselled 
him to write to Mr. Elphinstone, Captain Grant, and General Robertson con¬ 
cerning it. 
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With this advice his Highne.ss immediately complied; but the letters never 
reached those to whom they were addressed, having been returned to his High¬ 
ness by the Honourable Court, who then intimated to his Highness “ Tiiat 
“ your Honourable Court would not be negligent in inquiring into the concerns 
“of the Maharaj, and in doing what is right, of your own accord; and that 
“ therefore it was not considered necessary by your Honourable Court that his 
“ Highness should correspond with any other persons.” And your Honour¬ 
able Court added, “ that there seems no difficulty in regard to the subject that 
“his Highness had written about ; that the treaty imposed it on your Hon- 
“ oarable Court to act towards his Highness's .lagheerdars as your Honourable 
“ Court acted towards those of the English Government; that the authority 
“ of the Mahara j did certainly extend over the Jagheerdars ; that in the event 
“ of any Jagheerdars dying without heirs, any appointment of a successor by 
“ the Engli.sh Government should ,1)6 void ; and that such jaghecr reverting to 
“ his Highness, he could not be required to confer it on any adopted son.” 

The differences arising out of the question of the limits were also settled by 
the answer of your Honourable Court, but the decision is not respected by the 
Government in India; and his Highness's authority over his Jagheerdars, and 
his respectability, are thereby daily weakened and impaired. 

After the arrival of your Honourable Court’s answer, the following Order in 
Council was transmitted to his Highness:— 


“ The Neera river is the southern boundary of the territory of Suchew, and 
“ the English Government’s jurisdiction extends over it. As the Putwnrdhun 
“ is independent (of the Maharaj), so is in the same manner the Suchew iude- 
“ pendent in his jagheer.” In reply, his Highness stated, “ that by treaty, 
“ and by the documents and letters of the Honourable Court, the Jagheerdars 
“ of the Maharaj (one of whom is the Suchew) stand in the same relation to 
“ him as those of the English do to that Government; and that if the English 
“ Government have authority over Putwurdhun, so also has his Highness 
“ authority in the same degree over the Suchew.” 


His Highness also represented to your Honourable Court’s Government in 
India the propriety of acting conformably to the answer received from your 
Honourable Court, and requested that, should any doubt be still entertained 
on the subject, a further reference should be made to supply what might be 
wtmting to remove all uncertainty. To this his Highness received foe reply, 
“ A reference has been made to England, and his Highness will be informed 
as soon, as an answer arrives;” but when inquiry is made concerning the 
reply, no time is specified when it maybe expected, nor any assurance given 
rr subject; and though Lord Clare, on his leaving India, w'rotc to his 
lighn^s to assure him “ that no deviation should take place from the treaty 
and General Lodwick, the Resident, had frequently said “ ime r\^ fVi 
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“ MaUaraj are extremely just, and the Government of Bombay will comply 
“ with them”—yet no redre.ss has been afforded to his Highness, who has 
therefore deemed it incumbent on him to address your Honourable Court on 
this subject; and under his Highness’s instructions, I beg, with all deference, 
to state that by the decision to which the Government of Bombay has come, 
resfiecting his Iliglmess’s authority over the Punt Suchew, on the plea that 
his possessions are to the north of the Nccra (one of the boundary lines of his 
Highness’s principality), his Highness is deprived of rights secured to him, not 
only by treaty, but by the admission of the Government, not tacit, but c^vpress, 
of many years. ’ 

In supjiort of this position, 1 would first point your Honourable Court’s 
attention to the stipulation in the treaty with his Highness, which, after having 
recorded “ tlic determination of the British Govcnimcnt to invest his lligh- 
“ ness with a soi'crcignh/ sufficient for the maintenance of his family in comfort 
“ and dignity,” states, in the first article, “ the British Government agrees to 
“ cede in pcr})ctual sovereignty to the Jlttja, his heirs, and successors, the districts 
“ specified in the anne ted schedule.” 

In these territories, .so ceded and s[)ecificd in this schedule, are certain jag- 
heers, amongst which are those of the Punt Suchew, and of the Akulkote Raja; 
the whole of which latter is situated beyond tlie specified boundary on the east, 
while part of the former is beyond the boundary on the north. Yet the words 
used in the scliedule, after enumerating various other territories, are as follow :— 
“ together with the possessions of the Raja of Akulkote, the Punt Suchew, the 
“ Pritliee Nidhee, and the jagheerof the DufHays in the {)ergunna of Jhut: ”—■ 
thus making over these territories to the Raja, without reserve in any res]>ect, 
in coiiscqueuce of their position, in rcfcrenct! to the boundary lines. 

Words cannot be clearer—and, did they stand alone, they would, I am 
instructed to state, fully' bear out the claim which his Ilighnc.ss advances, to 
the exclusion of any' juri.sdiction of the Honourable Company within tho.se 
jagheers. But it happens that, clear as are these terms, they are supjiorted 
and borne out by other expre.ss stipulations in the said schedule. Thus the 
following passage in the schedule distinctly admits that the jagheers are exclu¬ 
sive of the assigned boundaries— 

“ The Raja having been told that his frontier should extend from the Kistna 
“ and Warna on the south—to the Neera aiul Bhcerna on the north—and from 
“ the western ghauts (Shyadree Hills) on the west—to the city of Puuder- 
“ pore on the cast— reclusive of the jughcers —there will be some additional 
“ territory made over to him from the jirovincc of Beejapoor, to be licreafter 
“ .s])ecified, Ac.” 

No remarks tliat I could offer to your Honourable Court could add weight 
to the testimony borne by' these extracts from the treaty, and its accompany¬ 
ing schedule. They speak for themselves, and, as forcibly as words can do, 
clearly recognize that, in .so far as certain ceded jagheers are concerned, his 
H ighness's jurisdiction extends beyond the boundaries defined in the treaty ; 
and, accortlingly, from the first cession of the territories, the authority of his 
Highness was established over ail the districts and jagheers enumerated in the 
.schedule, whether situated within or beyond the boundaries, and was so esta¬ 
blished, not by his Highness, but by the Honourable Company’s Agent at his 
Highne.ss’s Court, who, in virtue of a stipulation in tlie treaty to that efiect, 
administered the afl'airs of the priuci[)ality for several years, under the direct 
control of your Honourable Court’s Government, in the name, and for the 
behoof, of his Highness; a fact, which of itself ought to have been sulhcient 
to prove to the present Government that their jirctcnsions have no foundation 
whatever. 

Mr. Elphinstone framed the treaty, and he knew well, not only its object, 
but the spirit in which it should be acted upon. For a space of nine years 
^ that he presided over the Government, no pretensions such a^ have now been 
uiged were ever advanced. Sir John Malcolm also was three years Governor, 
and during liis time all his Highness’s rights were respected. These enlight¬ 
ened 
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• ened statesmen took a liberal, just, and kind interest in all that concerned his 
‘Highness. They considered his Highness not as a chieftain whom they were 
to watch with jealousy and suspicion, but as a prince whose rights, owing 
them all, as he did, to the generosity of the English nation, it was their duty j 
to uphold and protect; and, consequently, on all occasions when any of his 
vassals hoped, by means of an appeal to them, to encroach on his Highness’s 
authority and privileges, or to treat him with contumacy or disrespect, their 
conduct and pretensions were invariably reprobated and discouraged. 

I would now beg to submit, in further proof of the rights of his Highness 
over the jagheer of the Punt Suchew, the opinion and decision of the Honour¬ 
able Mr. Elphinstone on this point, at a time and under circumstances which 
) entitle that opinion to the greatest weight. 

On the adoption, in 1827, of the late Suchew, Mr. Elphinstone, in reply 
to^ complaint on the part of the Suchew who adopted him, concerning the 
conditions his Highness annexed to his sanction of the adoption, expressly- 
stated to him that, though he and his heirs were to hold the jagheer on certain 
sj)ecified terms, yet, that on the total failure of heirs, it must revert to his 
Highness; and that, therefore, it rested with his Highness, if he permitted its 
continuance by adoption, to attach what conditions he thought expedient to 
the permis.sion. He was also reminded, that on the settlement of the Deccan, 
after its conqpcst, he (the Suchew) voluntarily preferred the Raja’s sovereignty, 
bid that, therefore, the decision must rest with his Highness—the British 
G*eqimei)t not having a right to interfere, unless there be a breach of engage¬ 
ment.^ 

Had Mr. Elphinstone considered that the British Government had not 
ceded the wholt of the jagheer of the Punt Suchew in sovereignty to his High¬ 
ness, he .'mrely would not have omitted, on such an occasion, to have asserted 
the right of the BritLsh Government over the reserved portion. He not only, 
however, made no mention of any right of the Honourable Company, but ex¬ 
pressly and distinctly acknowledged that his Highness alone had a right as 
sovereign to decide on the point at issue; and at the same time, informed the 
Suchew that it was in consequence of his own wish that his jagheer wa.s 
constituted a portion of his Highne.ss’s principality. 

A copy of this communication from Mr. Elphinstone to the Punt Suchew 
was transmitted to his Highness, who naturally feels greatly at a loss to con-T 
ceivo on what grounds your present Government can justify the pretensions it 
has now set up ; so contrary not only to the treaty, but also to usage, and the 
recorded opinions of the eminent statesman who, having negotiated the treaty, 
was of all others the best able to speak to the spirit in which, and the objects 
for which it was framed. 

I 

The correspondence of Mr. Elphinstone with his Highness exhibits equally 
strong proofs of that stateman’s opinion, in regard to the entire dependence of 
^hc chieftain of Akulkote on his Highness ; and the whole of the Akulkote 
posscs.sinns being beyond the specified boundary, I would respectfully urge, 
that what holds good in regard to them must be. equally valid in regard to those 
of the Punt Suchew ; the same treaty being applicable to both. 

I would here, before quitting this subject, take the liberty of again recapi¬ 
tulating the grounds on which his Highness deems the decision which your 
Government has come to regarding it, to be an invasion of his rights, and as 
such, a breach of the treaty by which those rights were conceded. 

First. The schedule distinctly says, his Highness was told, such and such 
rivers and mountains were to be his limits; but that certain jagheers were 
exclusive of those limits. 

Secondly. The British Government itself managed for a considerable time 
the principality of his Highness, and established and exercised his Highness’s 
authority over those jagheers; whether over those portions situated within, or 
beyond the constituted limits. * 
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Thirdly. 



SATTARA Thisdiy. The management was subsequently made over to his Highness, 
P APER S. continued for several years, with the knowledge of the British Govern- 

Letter’^the ment, to pursue the same course. 

^'d>e C6iirt*of ^ Fourthly. One of these Jagheerdars being on the point of death, desired to 
Directors, ado]jt a son, and applied to his Highness, as his sovereign,, for permission to do 
86 Nov. 1839. so; but being dissatisfied with the conditions which the Raja annexed to that 
permission, appealed to the British Government against them, which distinctly 
assured the appellant, that his Highness was his sovereign; that with him alone 
it rested, whether he should annex the jagheer to his own possessions, on his 
death, without issue, or permit adoption; that the British Government had no 
right to interfere ; and further, as it were to leave no doubt on the subject, the 
.Tagheerdar was also then reminded, that it was at his own request that he was 
rendered subject to his Highness, instead of the British Government. 

Fifthly. All this occurred, while the distinguished functionary who framed 
the treaty, and who best knew the extent of the concessions made by it to his 
Highness, was at the head of affairs. 

With such facts before your Honourable Court, I am persuaded that your 
Honourable Court will be of opinion, that you have information sufficient to 
enable you to decide what construction the treaty should receive. 

I would now, therefoi e, close my observations on this case, with an expres¬ 
sion of my confidence, that his Highness will have every rea.son to be satisfied 
with the decision which your Honourable Court’s sense of justice will induce 
you to come to on this appeal; and that such decision will put at rest a ques¬ 
tion which has too long I'ormed a subject of discussion between the British 
Government and his Highness. 

There are a few other cases to which I would solicit the attention of your 
Honourable Court. 

1 st. That of the jagheer known as that of Shaik Mcra of Waec. This 
Sirdar died some years ago, and his Highness, with the concurrence of the 
English Government, conferred his jagheer on his son, Khan Mahommed. 
The income of the jagheer, wliich is of small amount, is derived from lands 
situated within the territories of the British Government, and at a distance 
from those of his Highness. 

In this case jurisdiction is not claimed; that rests with the British Govern¬ 
ment, which issued instructions to its officers, that Khan Mahommed should 
be put in possession of the revenue, in virtue of the title conferred on him by 
his Highness. The collector obeyed this order, and wrote to Khan Mahommed 
that the same course “ which had been pursued in regard to his ancestors, 
“ would continue in his case to be acted upon,” and accordingly for several 
years such was the case; but for the last three or four years the lands have 
been resumed, and this dependent of his Highness has been deprived of the 
income allotted to him, in recjuital of services which he is bound, by engage¬ 
ment with his Highness, with the express sanction of the British Government, 
to render to his Highness; and this has taken place, notwithstanding that his 
Highness certified the death of Shaik Mora, and the succession of his son; 
and notwithstanding that this jagheer was conferred in perpetuity on his High¬ 
ness in an amended schedule to the treaty, which was furnished on the further 
cession to his Highness of the district of Beejapoor, and which, in adding that 
district and the jagheer of Phultun, then constituted his Highness’s posses¬ 
sions, as detailed in the former schedule, in nowise affected any of his rights 
as at that time existing; of which fact, no other proof need be adduced, than 
the reply quoted in the preceding part of this despatch of the Honourable 
Mr. £lj)hinstone to the Punt Suchew, in the year 1827, after the new sche¬ 
dule was formed. 

2 nd. I would beg to represent the case of the Muntree. This is the desig¬ 
nation of one of the eight Purdhans, or great ministers of state, constituted by 
. the ancestors of his Highness. The person who held that dignity before the 
present incumbent, having no son, applied fur and received the permission of 

his 



his Highness to adopt one as his heir. Under this sanction the present officer 
succeeded to the dignity, and the jagheer attached to it, but the lands con¬ 
stituting' the jagheer being within the limits of the English Government, 
the nuzzurana payable on succession has been levied by the English Go¬ 
vernment. Ilis Highness considers that, deriving his right, as the .Tag- 
heerdar has clone, from his having sanctioned tl»e adoption, and the succes¬ 
sion to office, and the duties in reciuital of which the Jagheer is held, being 
rendered to his Highness, the nuzzurana should have been paid to his govern¬ 
ment, to which alone the Muntree owes loyalty and allegiance. The pecu¬ 
niary value of the question at issue is small, and it is rather for the principle, 
than for the money, that his Highness would venture to contend. 

3 rd. The next ease is that of the Khasgee Wala. I’his jagheer is one of those 
known as those of “ recent origin,” which on the death of the incumbent 
without heirs, would have been declared by the British Government to be 
resumable by his Highness. 

Notwithstanding this, and that the village (Kuntol^), of which the jagheer 
is composed, is situated within the limits of his Highness’s territories, it was 
sec]ucstercd by, and for the benefit of, tlie British Government, on the death 
of tire late .fagheerdar without heirs. Not a scintilla of doubt, I respectfully 
beg to assure your Honourable Court, exists in regard to his Highness’s right 
to this village, yet its restoration is withheld to this day. That these minor 
jagheers, situated within his Highness’s limits, should, in default of heirs, 
revert to his Highness, was decided by Mr. Elphinstone, when the jagheer 
of 1‘hultun was, at the recpiest of the English Government, constituted by his 
Highness, by the grant of the lands which now compose that jagheer, as some 
eventual compensation to his Highness fi>r the loss sustained by that measure, 
and this was also expressly declared to be an advantage which his Highness 
migiit look to, when he was asked to forego a small yearly sum which he de¬ 
rived from theWishalghur Prithee Nidhee, a dependence on Pritchetghur. On 
this occasion the British Government stated, “ it is necessary that the Mabaraj 
“ should abandon liis claim to this sum, since in future should any of the 
“ .laghecrdars die without heirs their possessions will revert to the Maharaj.” 

ludcjiendeut of this, as regards the specific case which has given rise to 
these observations, the I lonoiirable Mr. Eli)hinstone, in a communication to 
his Highness, dated J7th February, 1827, admits that the Khasgee Wala’s 
village ol' Kuntolc (the village which is now retained by the English Govern¬ 
ment), belongs to his riighnes.s. 

4th. I would now solicit the Honourable Court’s attention to the ease of 
the Jagheerdars of Scctol<!;, which is a jagheer dependent on the Raja of 
Akulkotc, a vassal of his Highness. 

The late .fagheerdar at his death left sons, who should have been permitted 
to succeed to his property, but difficulties have been raised on this score bv the 
English authorities, and the rights of the parties are withheld—and this not¬ 
withstanding the jagheer is within his Highness’s limits, and his Highness 
desires that they should be put in possession. This, his Highness trusts, the 
Honourable Court will be pleased to redress. 

5th. His Highness has instructed me to solicit that your Honourable Court 
will transmit such orders to your Government in India as shall enable his 
Highness to carry into effect the resumption of the minor jagheers, on their 
))resent incumbents dying without heirs, as arranged by Mr. Elphinstone, 
Hi.s Highness can only, in such a matter, ]>roceed in concert with the British 
Government, and such a fact may satisfy your Honourable Court that no 
resumption will be made except on the most justifiable grounds, and that 
nothing will be sought for inconsistent with the most liberal consideration of 
the interests of parties. 

Lastly. His Highness, deprecating the recurrence of discussions between 
the British Government and himself—indeed, dreading their consequences— 
has desired_me,, as likely to narrow the field for misunderstanding, to propose' 
0 your Houbiirable Court that, as contemplated by the treaty, an exchange 

should 
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should, be made between the Honourable Company and himself, of all such 
territories as are intermixed and dove-tailed with the territories of each other. 
This would be most acceptable to his Highness, and would be easily effected, 
if undertaken in a spirit of kindness, and with a sincere disposition to free his 
Highness from the dangers to which he is daily liable, from at present being 
obliged to come into collision with the servants ever changing (and therefore 
not always perfectly informed of all the considerations involved in each case), 
of so powerlul a government as the English. 

Greatly indebted as his Highness feels himself to be to the friendship of the 
English (Joveriiment, it has always been his wish so to deport himself, and to 
conduct his affairs, as to enjoy, what he prizes above every other consideration, 
its favour and approbation. He has never, however, allowed himself to fear, 
that he risked tlie forfeiture of these enviable advantages, by not tacitly yield¬ 
ing rights and privileges conferred on him by that government under treaty. 
On the contrary, whatever may have been the encroachments of your Govern¬ 
ment, he ha.s always felt assured that your Honourable Court has never desired 
to annul or invade these rights, as well as that your Honourable Court will 
not be disposed to be dissatisfied with him because he appeals against the deci¬ 
sions of your Government in India. He, indeed, is confident that in proportion 
as the Kritish Government is Jealous of its own rights, it will recognize the 
propriety of his Highness being sensibly alive to all that is calculated to injure 
or detract from those that appertain to his government. 

Of the good faith and justice of your Honourable Court, his Highness is 
fully satisfied ; but his enemies are ever on the watch, and eager to embrace 
the opportunities which the occurrence of misunderstandings and discussions 
of the nature of those which form the subject t)f this desjiatch has too often 
unfortunately afforded them, to u.se all the diabolical arts of which they are 
masters, to foment and perpetuate suspicion and mistrust. 

Having adverted to this subject, 1 cannot conclude this address without 
expressing my humble but full confidence in the English Government not pro¬ 
ceeding to any measure condemnatory of his Highness, or injurious to his dig¬ 
nity and right, in consequenerj of the charges to which he lias been exposed 
for now nearly three years (which have been gathered from all parts of the 
country, and from all descriptions of persons, but of which, however severely 
he has felt their effects, his Highness really as yet knows nothing, but by 
report), without first giving to his Highness the benefit of every facility in his 
defence; his persecutors, and prosecutors and accusers, being confronted with 
him face to face, and subjected to a rigorous cross-examination; in short, all 
those advantages in refutation of the calumnies to which he has been subjected, 
which his accusers have had in their fabrication. 

Your Honourable Court is aware, that during the whole of the time which 
has elapsed since the commencement of his sufferings, his Highness has been 
deprived of all his usual servants and counsellors, who have been imprisoned 
for a long period, without having been at all subjected to any species of trial; 
and his Vlighness himself has been obliged to sit as if bound, without the power 
of taking any effectual steps for his own justification. 

Disregarding the .spirit, and looking only and in the narrowest sense at the 
letter of the treaty, the employment of agents without the express sanction of 
the Resident, to make known his case to your Government, has been considered 
an offence, and all their confidential correspondence with him has, either by 
the treachery of his own servants, encouraged by your Government and its 
officers, or by breach of trust at the post-office, which those to blame can state, 
been subjected to perusal, and even to having copies taken from them. Such 
arc the hardships and indignities to which his Highness has been subjected. 
While so treated, he has been considered as a fair mark to shoot at, by every 
evil-disposed person in the country, whose enmity and malice, or interest, 
could in any way be gratified or promoted thereby. 

But I shall not enlarge in this address on these topics. The considerations 
they relate to are too important, and the consequences they ^involve are too 
serious, to be disposed of in a cursory manner. 

What 
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What I have said will shew the evil effect of discussions, and questions of 
right and fact, being allowed to exist for years; and will, I respectfully hope, 
now induce the Court the more speedily to give its consideration to the sub¬ 
jects which form the jwculiar objects of this address. 

I have the honour to be. 

Honourable Sirs, 

With the greatest respect, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

Meku Afzai.i, Ai.i-.e, 

Vakeel to the Maharaj Chutraputtee of Sattara. 

London, No. 34, George Street, Euston Square, 

2Gth November, 1839. 

No. 2. 

Translation of a Memorandum, No. 45, sent hy the Resident at Satlura to his 

Highness the Maharaj. 

Dated 2 ] .st February, 18.39. 

A letter lias been addro.ssed to me liy Mr. Willoughby, the Secretary to 
Govermnent, under the orders of the Honourable the Governor in Council, 
dated 19th February, 1839, in whicli it is stated that eight Hindoos intend to 
proceed to England in a Frencli ship, named the George Cuvier, and I am 
requested to ascertain auel report, for the information of Government, whether 
they are proceeding on a mission Iroin your Highness to the Home Authorities. 
This is therel’ore written to request your Higlmcss speedily to inform me 
whether any persons arc going on your Highness’s part, and if so, who they 
are, and what are their names. 

Translation of a Memorandum, A'o. 223, from the Alaharaj Chutraputtee of 

Sattara. 

Dated Hth Zilley, corresponding with 21st February, 1839. 

A memorandum has been received from the British Government, by the 
hands of a ehopdar,* in violation of the usual custom, in which it is inquired 
whether any persons arc proceeding to the authorities in England; in rejily 
to whicli it is now stated that Eshwunt Row Raja Sirkey, Bhugwunt Row 
Wittul, and Chitkojee Row Soowey were formerly commanded to hire a vessel 
and jiroeei-d to England, in eomjiany of a European, to explain the eircum- 
stauccs of this government to the authorities there, and that they arc accord¬ 
ingly going, together with their servants, to explain our case in reference to 
the ditliculties that have been created in connexion with the Jaghcerdars’ 
question. Representations, both written and per.sonal, have been at various 
times made from this government, from the time of the Resident Colonel 
Lodwick, and the Govemor Sir Robert Grant, up to this day, but neverthe¬ 
less, malicious, low, and unprincipled persons were credited, and the respec¬ 
table persons belonging to this government w'cre seized, to the degradation of 
our dignity. A considerable time having since elapsed without our being 
informed on the subject, this government requested Dr. Milne to represent 
the whole .of these circumstances, from the beginning up to this day, both in 
writing and verbally, and he has accordingly been doing so, to represent to 
Government. It is requested that all those represeiitatioiLs may be com¬ 
municated to the authorities in England. This government looks to the? 
friendship ol the British Government, and not to any thing else. Without 
caring for our life, and witiiout believing Bajec Row, we appeare.d in the 
camp of General Smith, on a message from the Honourable Mr. Elphinstone, 
and in consideration of the just principles by which the British Government 
IS guided. It is consequently necessary for us to make our representations, 
and explain our circumstances to that Government. A detailed account of 
the case, regarding which this memorandum is written, should therefore be 
laid before the British Authorities in England. 

* A nlver stick* 
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TRANSLATION OF A LETTER* TO THE HONOURABLE THE 
COURT OF DIRECTORS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY, 
FROM HIS HIGHNESS THE EX-RAJA OF SATTARA. 

Dated the 2\st Sfiaban Sun J’eessa Sallateen, corresponding with the lOfA 

I^ovember, 1838. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Company, who give 
splendour to an Empire that may well be called Celestial; who administer its 
Laws, and dispense Justice to f\-ations. May their Mighty Power and their 
Conspicuous JTumanity and Benignity endure for ever ! 

During tlic war between Rajee Row and the Honourable Blast India Com¬ 
pany, the Honourable Mr. Elpliinstone, through the medium of Nursoo Jam- 
dar (Trea.stirer), invited me, at the time with the army of Bajee Row, to join 
tl>e Honourable Company ; I aceordingly joined the army of General Smith, 
and wrote a letter to Railajce Punt Nathoo, who wa.s tlicn with Mr. Elphin- 
stoue at Poorundhur, to .say that I had doiic as requested. Subsequently to 
this, I had a conference with Mr. Elpliinstone, who communicated to me his 
intention of sending Mr. Rus.sell to the Governor General, and at the same 
time introduced me to that gentleman. Tin; ob.servations which on this occa¬ 
sion I made are known to Mr. Elpliinstone. Thereafter, previous to the con¬ 
clusion of the treaty, I addressed a letter to Mr. Elpliinstone, who was then 
at Poona. To that letter Mr. Eljihin.stone rejilicd that I should not hereafter 
be subjected to such treatment as I had received from my servant (Rajee Row); 
but on the contrary, after considering what was due to my high station and 
situation, the Governor General would place me in the .same condition as 
other princes, and make an arrangement that would maintain the dignity of 
my family and jiromote my own comfort. This letter is dated in September, 
1818. 

Afterw.ards, when the treaty was received. Captain Grant (Dud ) recom¬ 
mended me to jilace entire reliance on the English Government and sign it, 
which recommendation I immediately comjilied with. All this is known to 
i\lr. Jillpliinstone and Captain Grant (Duff ); and Mr. Elphinstone bearing it 
in recollection, after he became Governor of Bombay, added Shailc Alera 
to the Jagheerdars who were previously in.serted in tlie treaty ; and he also 
addressed to me a letter stating that those jaghcers. which had been eouferred 
by the Peisliwas, and which were situated within the limits of my principality, 
would revert to my goveruinent, in the same manner as tiiose within the terri¬ 
tory of the Iv.ist India Company would revert to that Government; as well as 
that, should any of my Jagheerdars die without heirs, their jaghcers would 
la[)se to my government; and while Mr. El|)hin.stone continued in India 
exchanges were, on my suggestion, made between the British Government 
and myself of territories situated within the Honourable (lompany’s limits 
belonging to my .lagheerdars, according to an article in the treaty, which 
specially provided for such exchanges, in regard to adjoining territories, with 
a view to the more convenient administration of their government; and this 
was so arranged because the jaghcers were in all respects considered the same 
as territories paying revenue direct to my government; for had there been 
any difference between them, such a stipulation would never have been 
made—besides which, it remained with my government to decide on all the 
vcomplaints of the Jagheerdars. 

Notwithstanding these facts, my enemies, by misrepresentations to the 
Agents of the British Government at Poona, liave, on the plea of boundaries, 
caused interference with established usage. Having lent money to my Jag¬ 
heerdars, they were induced to make such misrepresentations because they 
knew, that, while my authority existed, they could not hope to retain in their 
6 wn hands the management of the territories of their debtors', nor to appro¬ 
priate 

* Which accompanied the address of the vakeels to the Court, dated 2Cth November, 1839. 
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priate to themselves and others, pensions and enam villages, or to realize such SAITAUA 
profits and interest as they wished. P AVER ij. 

On the subject of these misrepresentations 1 addressed myself to Lord Clare, £x.fta"a*trthe 
who, in conjunction with Mr. Sutherland, recommended that I should write to of^Dirccufr 
Mr. Elphinstone, Captain Grant (Dutf), and Colonel Robertson, who were lo Nov. 18.38. 
acquainted with all the circumstances. I accordingly wrote to these gentle¬ 
men, and having delivered my letters to Colonel Lodwick, the Resident, they 
were forwarded to your Honourable Court, who returned them to the Bombay 
Government, with a reply, stating, “ That your Honourable Court did not 
“ think it expedient to be the channel of communication on Goveriunent 
“ business with individuals ; and that, therefore, the letters were returned to 
“ be given back to me, with thi.s explanation, that there was no objection to 
“ my sending letters direct to the ]>arlies ; but that 1 might rest satisfied that 
“ your Honourable Court would always have pleasure in making itself ac- 
“ quainted with any affairs of mine pro])er for your Honourable Court to 
“know; that the .lagheerdars in my territory w'ere considered Ijy your 
“ Honourable Court to be on the same footing in regard to me as those in the 
“ teri itory of the East-India Company to your Honourable Court’s Govern- 
“ jneut; and that your Honourable Court did not perceive that they had not 
“ been sulqcct to my control ever since the time of the Veishwa; wliile, in the 
“ event of there being no blood heir, or adoj)ted son, to succeed to a jagheer, 

“ the guarantee of the British Government to the.Tagheerdar would then cease, 

“ and liis jagheer lapse to my government; as well as that your Honourable 
“ Court’s (ioveruineut would not interfere as to directing the adoption of a 
“ son.” 

Such was the ausw'cr which was received from your Honourable t’ourt; but 
it was contrary to the wish of the Governor, Sir Robert Grant, and of Colonel 
l.odwiek, that the same should be communicated to rne, and 1 only, at length, 
succeeded in obtaining it after much inqmrtunity. Such an answer, so very 
satisfactory to me, and shewing that your Honourable Court had been made 
.fully acquainted with my aHuirs, excited a jealous feeling on the part of the 
] authorities here, the effect of wdiich was, that no arrangement of my affairs w'as 
made in conformity to the ])rinciples admitted by your Honourable Court, 
though 1 repeatc'dly reminded Colonel Lodwick of the delay that was taking 
]>lace; and observed to him, that if, as the late Governor, Lord Clare, had 
returned to England, and been succeeded by another Governor, he, the Resi¬ 
dent, should also go to England, an adjustment would never be made; and 
1 added, that as 1 coidd not depend on receiving, in any given time, a re])ly 
from England, I was therefore most desirous to submit the whole ease to the 
Government at Calcutta, as well as to the authorities at borne. To all this 
the Resident replied, that what 1 saitl was quite true, but that he could do 
nothing but as iirstructed by Government. Subsequently, when the Resident 
was at Mahableshwar I represented, through Ballajee Punt Kecby, that 
if my affairs were irot adjusted here, J should deem it necc.ssary to represent 
thenr to Calcutta and England ; in answer to which Keeby wrote to me, that 
” filth must be employed to remove filth.”* The letter was in these very terms. 

Now the term here used “ filth,” is meant to exjrress “ faults or crimesbut 
who ever heard that recourse should be had to faults to improve conduct 
without reproach ? 

Such a letter having been written to me, was occasioned by the angry feel- • 

|ngs, excited by my having brought to the notice of your Honourable Court, 

■he^ discrepancy between the acts of your Governmerrt and its written obli- 
vations. 

I afterwards had an interview with Sir Robert Grant, the late Governor, at 
nahableshwar, when I represented every thing to him, and entreated that 
ui arrangement should, at once, be made in conformity with usage and the * 

I should obtain, in a certain time, an answer from your Honour- 
ble Court. I also stated that Lord Clare liad, without disposing of the case, 

)roceeded to England, and that he (Sir Robert Grant) might do the same, and 
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SATTAftA the Governors who would succeed him might object that tliey could not settle 
PAPiuiS. a business which their predecessors had been unable to accomplish. I 'also 
LeitcTfrom the Sir .Tohn Malcolm, when he found it necessary to write to your 

Ex-Kuja^^the^ IJonourable Court about his discussions with the King’s Court in Bombay, 
Court of DirectorB, procured your decision as soou as possible; but that although my case was obvi- 
10 Nov. 183a ously just, no less a delay than four years had occurred, without a settlement 
—that even the answer which had been received (from England) was not inti¬ 
mated to rac!; and tliut therefore I would myself be under the necessity of 
bringing the circumstances to the notice of your Honourable Court and the 
Governor General. Such was my communication to Sir Robert (Jrant; and I 
was induced to muke it because my confidence in the Bombay Government 
was .shaken. The Resident, Colonel l.odwick, was present at this conversa¬ 
tion, and he .said, before the Governor, that he had made repeated applications 
to the (’fovernment on the subject. 

As I still continned unable to ascertain what were the intentions of the 
Government, and! every day e.vperienced new difficulties in conducting the 
affairs of my government, 1 at length determined to do as I had said ; and 
to apply to your iionourabic Court. 

After this the Resident, Colonel Lodwick, waited on me, and asked if I 
intended to send any one to England ; to which I replied, that misunderstand¬ 
ings had existed for four years, and that no arrangement appearing likely to 
he made, T was prejiaring to send an agent to your Jlonourable Court, and that 
1 would eomnmuieatc when he was j)re]iared to go. On this the Resident 
said I was doing what was improper ; that Bajee Row's fate would be mine; 
and many other such disresiieetful cxprc.ssioiis. Subsequent to this the 
Resident sent for the agents appointed to connmmicate with him, and lold 
them, that a.s 1 had determined to send to England, / uvis to unckrxtaiid that 
the J^ti^lixh Govermnenl u'ux now at cmmtij with me; on this 1 addressed a note 
to the Resident, but having received no answer to it, letters were in eonse- 
qucuce being prepared by Govind Row Wittid to send to Jingland ; wlien, 
about two mouths afterwards, on the 7th of October, 1836, the Resident 
having drawn out his troops and artillery, and sent Keeby (his own agent) on 
before, waited on me, while 1 was engaged in my devotions (in which 1 was 
interrupted), and desired me to send Govind Row to him that he might 
inquire of him oonccriiiiig some attempts to sediiee the sepoys. I rcjilied 
that there was no occasion to makc^ saeh a stir as he had thought proper to do 
about the matter, as I should at once have sent Govind Row on being 
apprized of his wislf to that effect. Govind How was then ordered to wait 
on the Resident, who j)ut b.im in confinement, on verbal testimony, and 
without any written proof of his guilt. This proceeding is entirely to be 
attributed to his having been engaged as above staled, in preparing letters for 
England. 

Snell was the course that was adopted; and it is fitting that an inquiry 
should be instituted to ascertain who were the fabricators of such calumnies. 

Having acted llius unjn.stly towards me, this calumny (that of seducing the 
sepoys) wi'.s propagated by tho.se who bad done so, in the hope that it might 
so ojicrate to my prejudice as not only to inevcnt your Honourable Court, her 
Maje.sly's Governnieiit, and tiie Governor General from giving credence to 
the r'cpre.scntatiou.s of my agents concerning my grievances, but also procure 
• a confirmation of all the injustice which I had received at their hands. 

Before IMr. Willoughby, the Political Secretary to Government, the Resident, 
Colonel Lodwick, and Colonel Ovans, entered on the investigation of tlii-s 
calumny, I expressed my wish that some one on my part should be present 
. during the inquiry, but this was not complied with ; but after they had con¬ 
cluded, they .sent for me to .shew me their proceedings, when I requested i 
I tliey would give me copies of the depositions, and that they would, before i 
leaving Sattara, inform me of the determination they had come to on the case. | 
They, however, departed without cither visiting me or giving me copies of the ; 
depositions ; aud 1 cannot say. what they may have thought proper to do in j 

secret. ] 
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secret. On my going at that time to the Residency, I gave the Commis- sattara. 

sioners a note, the purport of which was, to request that the English Govern- I'APEllS. 

inent would impose its commands on me, to undertake some duty which ^— 

might give me an opportunity of proving my fidelity and innocence ; or Ex.lSiia*totte 
require me to make over to it all my property, anc^ see whether I would not Court of Weetors, 
surrender the same in good faith; or even assume my country till it was lONov. I83S. 
satisfied of my fidelity, and that I would offer no objections; since I only 
valued the friendship of the English Government, ray dignity and character, 
and coveted nothing else. This note was dated 29th October, 183G. 

Subsetiuently, on my sending the usual Dusst;ra dresses to the Honourable 
the Governor, by one of my court attendants, I requested him to make a 
communication to the Governor; but the dresses were not received, nor was 
an interview accorded to my agent. 

After the dresses had been kept for three months, they were sent back with 
a message, that the Governor was displeased. 

Colonel Lodwiek, the Resident, had personally stated to me that I was not 
to make any representations but through the Resident, and that 1 should 
write to him whatever I had to say, and that he would send my communica¬ 
tions to such of the English authorities as they ought to be submitted to. 

Under this assurance I pv(;pared a note of fifteen paragraphs on the 23rd 
March, 1837, and sent it to the Resident; but it was returned by him, with 
a message, to sav, that if I woidd ex[»unge all that it contained, except three 
paragraphs, he would receive it, but that he could not take it as it was. A 
new note was in eonse<|uenec prepared. In this 1 staled that I pos.sessed a 
note from IMr. ]il|)liinstone authorizing me to make communications iiide- 
jumdent of the Resident, and that 1 had before made such communications 
through English gentlemen, as well as through an agent deputed by myself; 
that this jn aetice continued up to the termination of Sir .lohn Malcolm’s Govern¬ 
ment, and that I had accordingly rc(|uested Dr. Milne, an English gentleman, 
to communicate on this matter, and to repair to me, to inform himself on the 
Bubjeel; but that now it seemed (o be the jileasure of the English Govern- 
™ent not to res)>eet the authority <juoted (that of Mr. Elphinstone) ; and as 
Colonel Lodwiek refused the note with fifteen paragraphs, I sent it to Dr. 

Milne, with a letter’to the address of the Governor, Sir Robert Grant, with 
instructions to give it to him. This, too, the Governor refused to receive, as 
well as to hear any thing about it. In consequence of this, I emplojaxl Dr. 

Milne to cominunicatc, on my part, all that had occurr^ to jmur Honourable 
Court and the Government at Calcutta. 

Subsequently, Colonel Lodwiek was succeeded in the Residency by Colonel 
Ovans, who, at the first interview with me, requested that I would coinm>mi- 
eatc on all j)oints without reserve with him; and assured me that he w'ould 
not follow the example of Colonel Lodwiek; on which I begged if he should 
at any time entertain suspicions of me, or if any one should endeavour to pre¬ 
possess him against mo, that he w'ould, after satisfying himself by written 
proofs, make the same known to me, when, should 1 be satisfied of the facts 
charged, I woidd not fail to punish any one who might be in fault; but with¬ 
out giving the least attention to this request, and without even previously com¬ 
municating his intention to me, he, on the verbal information of my enemies, 
caused the following persons of my court, viz., Bulwunt Row ChitnavCes, Din- 
kur Row Mohiteh Sena Kurte, Pudenia Kur Ragonath Purarknr, and • 

Rowlajee Naik Kaskur, to be placed in confinement, and otherwise subjected 
them to whatever he thought proper. Such has been the course jmrsued by 
Colonel Ovans. I therefore beg, that an inquiry may be instituted to ascer¬ 
tain how evil-disposed persons have fabricated false accusations against *ie. 

V ere I to endeavour to inquire into this, no one, from fear of your Honourable 
tAiurts powerful Government, would give me information, for I could not 
unord protection to any one who would state the truth. On this account * 
every one is paralysed with fear. Nevertheless, without any persuasion on my 
part, a few persons have ventured to come forward of their own accord, and 
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given me information; and if they were interrogated, your Honourable Court 
would understand how these calumnies have been got up. 

Some of these persons have told me they could produce proofs of what they 
have stated, but as they and their informants had been subjected to imprison¬ 
ment they have been ufraj^ to do so ; while others, from the same cause, have 
been prevented from communicating with me. I represented all this to your 
Honourable Court, as well as to the Governor General; but at such a distance, 
I cannot tell whether your Honourable Court, or his Lordship, fully compre¬ 
hended what was stated. I endeavoured to make Doctor Milne conversant 
with the matter; and he also, repeatedly, made representations, but in conse¬ 
quence of the rule that I was not to be allowed personal intercourse, I have 
not been able to converse with that gentleman—and for this reason he may 
have misunderstood, and even misrejiresented my affairs; 1 therefore hope 
permission may be granted for Doctor Milne to visit me. 

Mr. Eljdiinstonc is aware of what took place with regard to the Nimbalkur 
while Colonel Briggs was Besident. Mr. Elphinstone being then in the 
country, justice was done in the case; but had he not been in this country, and 
had gentlemen like those now in power been in his place, the same result would 
have been experienced in that affair, as now in others. In Mr. Elphinstone’s 
time 1 was treated with cotirtesy, and the principles by which my conduct 
was regulated were known; but after the departure of Sir .John Malcolm and 
Colonel llobertson, the Resident, I have experienced the contrary to be the 
case, although my conduct has in all respects been the same, and influenced by 
attachment to your Honourable Court’s Government, from the days of Mr. 
Elphinstone up to this time. And yet it has come to pass that your Honour¬ 
able Court’s servants have been unable to distinguish the true complexion of 
my conduct; but no well-informed agent of your Government remains, so 
that, knowing nothing of the truth, they lend their ears, and give credence to 
any thing that interested men may tell them, acting as they list upon 
erroneous imprcs.sioiis, while every day they go on further and further in error ; 
and it has become notorious that I have suffered severely from the treatment 
1 have experienced. 

The peojde of this country view me with hostile feelings, because I attached 
myself firmly to the Britisli Government, and thereby interfered with the 
objects which they had at heart; owing to this I can only now maintain my 
position, through the friendship and supjaat of the British Government; and 
the wish which I sincerely cherish is to avoid every thing that may, in any¬ 
wise, tend to the injgry of the British Government, between which and iny 
family friendship has always existed. 

Your Honourable Court having taken all this into consideration, can act 
as you see fit. Evil-minded and disreputable people, forgers, and liars, 
having conspired and given birth to all kinds of wicked machinations, endea¬ 
vour to establish them as truths; but well-informed and honourable and 
upright men are convinced that 1 have done your Honourable Court’s Govern¬ 
ment no injury, and never deviated from the most disinterested line in my 
conduct towards the Honourable Company. If due weight be given to these 
facts, the schemes of my enemies will fail. But if they arc disregarded, then 
they will accomplish what they please. Great and Just governments and 
experienced men must, on examination, admit the truth of these observations; 
and while they cannot hesitate to punish such evil-dispo.sed and inimical 
persons, not only to maintain tlieir own reputation for justice, but also to 
inspire general confidence, they will be kind to persons of high station, 
looking to their rectitude. Such in times past has been the practice of truly 
great and powerful monarchs, whose memory is justly held in veneration. 
The Almighty has now given the government of this land into your Honour¬ 
able Court’s hands, and I am therefore a suitor to your Honourable Court for 
justice. 

If persons of high and ancient families do not forsake their honourable prin¬ 
ciples, and thereby entail disgrace on their reputation, it is incumbent to act 

towards 
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towards them accordingly; for such individuals when treated with high con¬ 
sideration by those possessed of eminent station and authority, are thereby 
the more confirmed in their honourable course. 

Powerful governments derive great fame from acting on such principles, 
while to those who suffer from a disregard of them, death is preferable to life. 
Forgetting what is due to ancient lineage, and for ease and subsistence to yield 
to disgraceful treatment, is the part of base people, for noble persons can 
never resign themselves to any treatment calculated to detract from their good 
name. Every one of God’s creatures is cared for by Him. On his providence 
I place my dependence, and I do not look beyond him. So let the English 
Government do whatever, on consideration, it may judge best. I have always 
conducted myself with a due regard to the high reputation of luy ancestry, 
and therefore I rely that I shall continue to enjoy the friendship of the English 
Government. Your Honourable Court may rest assured I shall never act like 
others ; T therefore entreat that I may be early favoured with such a decision 
on this appeal as shall preclude the possibility of my being constantly sub¬ 
jected to difficulties. 

Having taken into my consideration how every thing connected with my 
situation may always be made known to your ITonouiable Court, 1 would sug¬ 
gest that, after the present misunderstandings are adjusted, in order to place 
your 1 lonourable Court in possession of authentic information, ])crmission be 
granted to depute agents, and to communicate in writing, to your Honourable 
Court. Unless such an arrangement be sanctioned it is impossible to foresee 
what may arise from causeless suspicions. 

I entreat your Honourable Court to grant me a reply to this request, with 
the same despatch that would be used in disposing of any urgent case ct)u- 
nccted with your own interests, for I anxiously wish to be informed of your 
Honourable Court’s sentiments on the subject. 

A h)ng time has now ela])sed, and I have therefore deputed M. Dc Waal- 
mar,* Eshwunt Row RajaSirkey, and Rhugwunt Row Wittul to your Hon¬ 
ourable Court, and they will have the honour of representing every thing to 
your Honourable Court. 1 entreat your Honourable Court to take their state¬ 
ments into your consideration, and to favour me with your decision. 

I would conclude by reminding your Honourable Court, that your function¬ 
aries in this country have subjected me to great hardships ; and that I have 
therefore employed .several persons to apprize your Honourable Court of this 
fact. 1 think it necessary to state this to your Honourable Court, lest you 
should be surprised at so many having been employed. The same facts will 
be stated by all, so that no objection need be started on that score. 1 beg 
that your llouourablc Court’s answer may be sent through my Vakeels. 

What more can I say to your Honourable Court ? 


Seal of 

His Highness. 


LETTER FROM J. C. MELVILL, ESQ., TO THE VAKEELS OF 
THE EX-RAJA OF SATTARA, 

Dated Uth Dec. 1839. 

. Gentlemen,—In reply to your letter of the 26th ultimo, and to tlie letter 
therein referred to of the same date, I am commanded by the Court of Direc¬ 
tors of the East India Company, to inform you that the subjects of those let¬ 
ters have been brought under the Court’s notice by the Government of Bombay, 

and 

* His Highness afterwards resolved not to send this person to England. 
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SATTAllA and that the Court’s decision upon them will be communicated to that Govern' 
. PAPERS. raent. 

1 am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) .Tames C. Melvile. 

To EshwuntRow Raja Sirkey, BhngwimtRow Wittul, 
and Meer Afzall Alee. 

East-India 1 louse, 

14th Dec. 1839. 


l.eltcr from tlic 
Ex-Uaja's Vakeels 
lo the Court of 
Directors, 

7 Jan. 1S40. 


LETTER FROM THE VAKEELS OF THE EX-RA.TA OF SATTARA 
TO THE HON. COURT OF DIRECTORS, 

Dated Ilk January, 1840. 


Honourable Sirs,—M'^e have thehonour to acknowledge Mr. Secretary Mclvill’s 
letter, dated the 14th instant, iiitiinating that the Governinent of Bombay, 
having addressed your Honourable Court on the subjectsbrouglit under your con¬ 
sideration by us, your Honourable Court would communicate your reply to that 
Government; and we hasten to inform your Honourable Court that this deter¬ 
mination to keep us in ignorance of your sentiments on the ajjpeal which we 
have preferred on behalf of his Highness tlie Raja of Sattara, has not tjuly 
occasioned us great present disappointment, but may in the sequel be attended 
with much inconvenience, and on these grounds we beg leave respectfully to 
express our hope that your Honourable Court may be pleased to reconsider the 
same. 


As the agents of his Highness the Raja of Sattara, we hope that it will be 
considered in no respect inconsistent either with your Honourable Court’s 
authority', or with what we may reasonably claim (setting courtesy out of the 
question ) from the ju.stiee of your Honourable Court, that your deci.sion should 
be communicated to us, as well as to the authority in India, against which his 
Highness has been obliged t(j appeal. 

We consider the adoption of this course as due to his Highness, even should 
your Honourable Court direct an investigation to be gone into in India; but 
should you be disposed, without further question, to confirm the proceedings 
of the (Jovernment of Bombay, we then think that even more is indis|)ensably 
requisite. In such a case, which we can hardly conceive to be likely, the 
smallest concession which your Honourable Court can make to even-handed 
justice is, fully and unreservedly, to conununicaft to us every opinion of your 
Government, and every circumstance and fact which may by it and by your 
Honourable Court be deemed to make against his Highness, and to await the 
views we may olfer on these subjects, and the arguments and information 
which we may be able to adduce belbrc the transn^sion of your orders 
to India. 

We cannot, it is true, supply the place of a fair inquiry on the spot, for 
nothing hut this can fully unravel and expose the machinations and conspirar 
cies to which his Highne.ss has so long been exposed ; but we feel sati.sfied 
that we,shall still be able to do enough to convince your Honourable Court 
that the facts, arguments, and conclusions, on which your Government rests 
its case against his Highness are not unanswerable; and surely if apprized 
that there is oven a likelihood that they can be answered, your Honourable 
, Court will consider it due to your own reputation to not deflide against oui 
prayer for a full and impartial inquiry, without referring- the whole case, 
as now before your Honourable Court, to our examination and scrutiny. 
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If, in such a discussion, we may allude to any thing of a personal nature, SATTARA 

we would say, that even in regard to ourselves, the course wc thus consider it PAPERS, 

our duty to recommend is essentially requisite; for although the order of your LetteT^m the 
Honourable Court should direct a just inquiry to be instituted in India, we Ex-Raja’s Vakeel* 
shall, if they are not communicated to us, be obliged to remain in attendance to the Court of 
on your Honourable Court till the receipt of orders from that country; 
whereas, if your Honourable Court should impart them to us, wc would at ’ 
once return to Bombay. 

In thus submitting our sentiments on the reply we have received, we would 
add, that we do so with great reluctance, because, in every possible case, we 
wish to conform to the wishes of your Honourable Court. In the present 
instance, however, as an adherence by your Honourable Court to your inten¬ 
tion to keep us in ignorance of your Honourable Court’s sentiments on the 
important subjects under discussion might be productive of much detriment to 
the just rights and interests of his Highness, we should consider ourselves 
guilty of a great dereliction of our duty, were we to allow any consideration to 
influence us to conceal our opinions, and thus to induce a belief that we 
now are, or in the sequel are likely to be, in any respect disposed to acquiesce 
in the procedure thus contemplated by your Honourable Court. 

Wc avail ourselves of the opportunity wdiich submitting this communication 
affords, to supply an omission in our letter under date the 2Gth November last, 
in not on that occasion offering a few observations in explanation of some of 
the passages of his Highness the Raja of Sattara’s letter to your Honourable 
Court, dated the lOtli of November, 1838, which contained our credentials as 
Vakeels, and which we had the honour to submit to your Honourable Court 
with that communication. 

In the first place, wc would take the liberty to point the attention of your 
Honourable Court to the evidence which that address furnishes, of the consis¬ 
tency of sentiments and princ‘i])les of his Highness, as evinced in the rejection 
of the only condition on which the (iovernmciit of Bombay w^as willing to allow 
his Highness to retain his principality. In that address, which your Honour¬ 
able Court will observe was penned so long ago as the.10th ofNoveinber, 1838, 
his Highness states, alluding to individuals, whose honourable conduct com¬ 
ports with their high and ancient lineage,—“ Such individuals, when treated 
“ with high coiisideration by those possessed of eminent station and authority, 

“ are more and more confirmed in their honourable course; while to those who 
“ suffer from a disregard of the principles which such consideration suggests, 

“death is preferable to life. Forgetting what is due to ancient descent, and 
“ for ease and subsistence, to yield to disgraceful treatment, is the part of base 
“people; for noble persons can never put up with any conduct calculated to 
“ detract from their good name. Every one of God’s creatures is cared for by 
“ him; and on his providence I place my dependence—1 look not beyond 
“ him—so let the English Government do whatever, on consideration, it may 
“judge best.” We take the liberty to place this passage before your Honour¬ 
able Court, as, written as it was. so long previous to the misfortunes that have 
lately overtaken him, it proves that his Highness’s rejection of a mode of ter¬ 
minating the discussions between the English Government and himself, which 
would have attached abstain to his Highness’s good name, and called in ques¬ 
tion his fidelity to his engagements, was not the result of any impulse of the 
moment, but of the fixed determination of his Highness, who, conscious of his 
irfuocence, could not be induced to yield his consent to any propositions cal¬ 
culated to impeach his reputation, either in the estimation of your Honourable 
Court, whose goo(l opinion he prizes so highly, or of his own mind. At the 
same time, however, that his Highness acted on this commendable—this noble 
principle—he did not require that his convictions were to be received by your 
Government as proof of his rectitude, but begged that his whole conduct 
•might be subjected to the test of an open and impartial investigation, to which 
his Highness sifould be a party, and offered to abide by the result. This, 
however, has been refused; and the authority which' denied to his High- 
• ^ solemn assertions any credit, proceeded to the most extreme measures, 
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Letter from the Highness also alludes, in his letter to your Honourable Court, to the 

£x-Riija’s Vakeels fact that some of his enemies, having lent money to his Highness’s .Tagheerdars, 
to the Court of have been induced, in order to free themselves from the clieck which his High¬ 
ness’s control imposed in preventing their alienation of the lands and revenues 
of the estates of thtsir debtors—to which his Highness is the eventual suc¬ 
cessor—to lend themselves to the object of accomplishing his Highness’s ruin. 
It is, we ft'cl convinced, certain, that a strict intjuiry as to how the tjucstion 
of the jurisdiction of his Highness over certain Jagheerdars came to be 
agitated (and was so perscveringly maintained, even after the orders of your 
Honourable Court), would shew, that it originated with liallajee Punt Nathoo, 
a penson who has occupied a prominent position in all the measures of per¬ 
secution against his Highue.ss; and who, finding his Highiie.ss would be a 
great obstacle to his designs on the jagheer of the Punt Suchew—to whom he 
had lent a large sum of money—first desired to withdraw that property from 
his Highness’s jurisdiction; and subsequently perceiving that his Iligliness 
was not likely to submit to such an invasion of his rights, then entered on the 
course, which has .since been juir.sued. Accordingly, this person was at Sat- 
tara during the inquiry into the charges which were investigated by a Com¬ 
mission, consisting of the late and pre.sent Kesideut, and the |)rcscnt Secretary 
to your Covernment in the Political Department; and took an active part in 
the j)roeeedings of that (Commission. He has ever since, it may be added, 
remained atSattara; and now he is the chief adviser, if not the Alinister, of 
his Highness’s brother. 

This person, we think it necessary also to apprize your Honouraljle Court, 
had long, on other scores, indulged no kindly feeling to his Highness; for 
instance, he has never foi’gotten that hi.s Highness did not constitute him his 
minister (which office he greatly desired) on his accession; and he has been 
long actuated by another deadly feud, in wliich all the lirahmins of the Deccan 
joined; and which owed its origin to his Highness having declined to prevent 
or interfere with the Prabhoo sect, of which Ball.ajee Punt, the expelled (’hit- 
navees, is the head, from celebrating certain religious ceremonies, which the 
Brahmins assert, they only should perform. This refusal, caused on his High¬ 
ness’s part by a desire, which the then Resident approved, not to mix himself 
up in a polemical <lispute, rendered his Highness obnoxious to the hatred of 
all the sacerdotal order; and to it, therefore, may be also ascribed many of the 
machinations under which both his Highness and the Chitnavees now suffer. 


We would next offer a few observations on that passage in his Highness’s 
letter, wdiieh alludes to what occurred while Mr. Eiphinstoue was in India, 
in regard to the case of the Nimbalkur jagheer. There was a dispute in 
regard to the suece-ssion to this jagheer, in which Colonel Briggs, then Resident, 
oj)posed the wishes of his Highness; in consequence of which, an agent was 
deputed to communicate direct with Mr. Elphinstone, who, on being thus in¬ 
formed of all the facts of the case, desired that his Highness’s wishes should 
be carried into effect. His Highness mentions this ca.se, with the desire of 
shewing your Honourable Court, that Mr. Elphinstone not only made no 
objection to receiving such agent, but, as is stated in another part of his 
addre.ss to your Honourable Court, authorized his Highness, in a written com¬ 
munication, to have recourse, when similarly requisite, to such a medium of 
communicating his wishes. 


This conduct of the Honourable Mr. Elphinstone, we would beg your 
Honourable Court to contrast with that which your Government has lately 
observed towards his Highne.ss, in not only not carrying out your Honourable 
Court’s orders on the subject of his Highness’s Jagheerdars, but refusing all 
communication on the subject, except through the Resident, although that 
gentleman had declared, “ that he had made repeated applications to the 
“ Government on the subject.” • 

We would embrace this opportunity to advise your Honourable Court that, 
by the last mails, we have received advices from India, that his Highness’s 

papers 
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papers have been seized by your Honourable Court’s officers, and submitted 
to a rigid examination. On this we would remark, that the very fact of his 
Highness’s papers having been left behind, when his Highness could not but 
be aware of the fate that awaited him, and when he could have destroyed 
them all, is a proof that they do not contain evidence of guilt; and no doubt 
the result must have satisfied your Government of this fact. There may have 
been found among the seized records, the advice and recommendations of his 
Highness’s friends, and evidence of his Highness’s own plans as to how he 
should proceed, both to obtain redress for a violation of his rights and also to 
extricate himself from the painful circumstances in which he had been ])laced, 
without any fault of his own, because he persisted in rc(|uiring that justice 
might 1)C awarded to him; there may have been fouiulttproofs of the exertions 
and anxieties occasioned by his being obliged to struggle with a powerful 
opponent, w'ho, while it imposcid no restrictions on its own conduct, or on 
the range or manner of its own investigations, in order to establish proofs of 
guilt against his Highness, looked on every effort by his Highness, in .self- 
defence, ns a crime; but w^e are satisfied that no jwoof of hostility to the 
English Government, cither in act or intaii, no breach of the .yflrit of the 
treaty, can be found. 

W’e w'ould further respectfully stale, that we have also advices from India, 
which detail various acts of oppression over the servants of his Highness’s 
government, all without trial, to establish guilt, by the authorities sit present 
existing at Sattara—Ballajee Punt IVathoo, Abba Parisnees, Eshwunt Row 
Foujdar. and others of the cabal, w'hose machinations effected the downfal 
of his High nc.ss, and w'ho, ns the managers under his Highness’s brother, 
are now sating their vengeance, and already reaping the harvest of their 
villanies. 

'I'hc hereditary office of Chitnavees has already been bcstow'cd on Eshwunt 
Row Foujdar, as a reward for his share in the plot, although contrary to the 
eusiom in regard to hereditary offices, wdiich respeels the right of succession by^ 
lineal and eollaterni heins, even if the actual ineiimbent should be convicted of 
treason. Abba Parisnees also has been entru.sU;d w’ith high duties, and many 
old servants have beeiv removed, to make w^ay for relatives and depei^deirts 
of the conspirators, thus widening the circle of distress, by including iu it 
parties, who, even were liis Highness guilty, could have liad no share in his 
treachery. 

The directing spirit in all this system of oppre.ssion is stated to be Rallajee 
Punt Nathoo, who presides over affairs (a.s he formerly did over the cabal) as 
the chief adviser, or, as before said, the minister of his Highness’s brother. 

We leave it to your Honourable Court to decide whether it is even decent 
those u ho have hi/ their plots brought about the ilegradation of his Highness, 
shoidd thus be brought forward in high office, immediately after his downfal, 
as it were to reward them for bringing that measure to pass. Appa Sahib, if 
not the chief, at least the chief tool of the cabal, occupies his Higiniess’s sta¬ 
tion ; and the principality is handed over to the keeping of the wortliy jiartners 
in his treason to his brother, and his prince! With such advantages in pro-. 
sjx'ct, it ceases to be matter of wonder, that no effort, however infamous, was 
spared, that, was likely to bring them within reach. Of his Highness’s bro¬ 
ther wc liave hitherto avoided saying any thing: when, however, inquiry is 
conceded, it will bo proved that Appa Sahib has long returned undeviating 
kindness with ingratitude, and has not hesitated to entertain treasonable 
designs, as well as to do all that was in his power, to give them effect against 
the rights of his Highness. 

We pray that God may so guide the counsels of your Honourable Court, as 
to induce you authoritatively to require, that such aii impartial inquiry may 
forthwith be instituted, as shall enable your Honourable Court to judge, on 
the clearest evidence, whether your Government had any warrant, either iu 
good policy, for the rigorous measures to which it has resorted. 

Ins IS all wc rec^uirc, and we are satisfied that, this conceded, all the charges 
• which 
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which have been adduced against his Highness, will be dispersed as mist under 
the sun at noon-day. 

We cannot allow ourselves to think that any consideration for what has been 
done, any aversion to disturb an order of things which owes its existence to 
the basest intrigues and most groundless susjiicions, will influence your Ho¬ 
nourable Court to refuse an opportunity to his Highness, to shew that your 
(iovcrnment’sgood opinion should never have been withdrawn from him ; nor, 
if ho succeeds in doing so, to give him the most ample redress for the grievous 
wrongs he has sustained. The whole aftair is in your Honourable Court's 
hands. Your (ibvernment’s acts have no validity until sanctioned by your 
Honourable Court. The final responsibility, therefore, rests with your Ho¬ 
nourable Court; and ^e feel confident your Honourable Court will disregard 
every suggestion, even remotely, calculated to interfere with your redemption 
of that responsibility, in such a way as shall exhibit your Honourable Court’s 
preference of justice over every other consideration. The decision which your 
jTonourable Court may come to, will, as has the act to which it will relate, be 
subjected J;o the severe test of public opinion in India; which, it would be 
dasy to convince your Honourable Court, has formed a right judgment on this 
subject. Our countrymen are keen-sighted, and feel acutely in such matters; 
though your Honourable Court may seldom, at such a distance, be able to 
perceive this: and the public impres.sion.s, whether favourable or adverse, to 
any measures of Government, are, when once formed, not easily effaced. 
Public attention has been strongly drawn to his Highness’s case, and we would 
respectfully assure your Honourable Court, that your good name all over 
India is involved in the determination you may come to. 


Every one is aware, that your Government has been the aggressor through¬ 
out; that the evidence against his Highness has not only been withheld from 
him, but is c.r parle ; and that in one instance it is a notorious fact, that the 
name of the principal witness against his Mighnc.ss has been withheld from the 
i'ace of the proceedings on which his Highne.ss has been condemned. The 
measures of your Government are open to many other serious and insur¬ 
mountable objections, such as would not for a moment be permitted in this 
free country in the case of the meanest of her Majesty’s.subjects; of which, if 
any proof were wanting, we might riTer to the trials for high treason now 
going on at Monmouth, and the fact of tlie counsel for the accused having 
taken an objection to the [iroceedings, on the ground that the prisoner had not 
been duly furnished with a list of the witnesses to appear against him. 


On these grounds, we beg leave to renew our protest against the confir¬ 
mation, by your Honourable. Court, of the acts of your Bombay Government, 
and earnestly request your Honourable Court will be pleased to intimate to us 
at your earliest convenience the result of your deliberations on this our humble 
apjieal for justice on behalf of his Highness the Ilaja of Sattara, as well as 
your Honourable Court’s answer to his Highness’s address of the 10th of No¬ 
vember, 1838, agreeably to his Highness’s request therein contained. 

We have the honour to be. 

Honourable Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble servants, 

Ehswunt How Haja Sirkev, and 
Bhugwunt Row Wittpl, 

Vakeels of Shreemunt Maharaj Raja Shrec Purtab Sew Chuttraputtee. 

Meek Afzall Alee, 

Vakeel to the Maharaj Chuttraputtee of Sattara. 

London, No. 34, George Street, Euston Square, 

7th January, 1840. 





PETITION FROM MEER AFZALL ALEE, VAKEEL OF THE EX¬ 
RAJA OF SATTARA, TO THE COURT QF DIRECTORS, 
Dated \Ath September, 1840. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Company. 

Humbly Sheweth, 

That your petitioner arrived in this country in December, 1838, duly accre¬ 
dited by his ilighness of Sattara, to bring under the consideration of yeur 
Honourable Court the unfortunate differences then existing between his High¬ 
ness and your Government in India; but your petitioner did not address your 
Honourable Court for many months subsequently to his arrival, in conse¬ 
quence of assurances that Sir James Carnac would amicably adjust all the 
existing differences with the Sattara state. 

The disasters which have since befallen the unfortunate Prince of Sattara, by 
his deposition from the throne of his ancestors; the seizure and confiscation 
of his private property; and the prince himself consigned as a prisoner to 
Renares, lias had the efl'ect of placing your petitioner in extreme difficulty, if 
not degradation, and almost want (were it not for the bounty of private friends). 

That your petitioner feels called upon to declare, in the most unqualified 
manner, to your 11 ouourble Court, that the statements made by the Indian 
Government against your petitioner, in reference to the Pacha of Egypt (as 
ajipears by the papers now made public), are without a shadow of foundation; 
for your petitioner can most solemnly declare, that he never saw the Pacha 
on his way to this country through Egypt; nor has he. seen nor communicated 
with any officer in the Pacha’s confidence; nor, to the best of your petition¬ 
er’s recollection, has he ever heard the unfortunate Prince of Sattara mention 
the name, or speak of the government of the Pacha. Your Honourable Court 
may therefore imagine, that if any doubt existed on the mind of your peti¬ 
tioner as to the innocence of bis Highness, it would have been fully removed 
by finding that these gloss and gratuitous calumnies had come from the same 
sources of accusation as those which have led to the deposition and ruin of his 
sovereign. 

That the extreme disappointment which your petitioner has officially met 
with in England, together with a residence in this climate of nearly two years, 
has so affected the health of your petitioner, that he is compelled, as the only 
chance of recovery, to return in sorrow to India; a step which, situated as the 
Sattara Government now is, your petitioner has not the means of undertak¬ 
ing, without your Honourable Court will considerately advance to him, on 
account of the Sattara state, the sum of seven hundred pounds (£700) to pay 
the travelling expenses of himself, secretary, and three servants; and to dis¬ 
charge certain debts that have been unavoidably contracted in providing neces¬ 
saries for your petitioner and his establishment; and which your petitioner had 
every hope he would be able to fully discharge, on holding communication 
with his sovereign; but even that, your petitioner understands, by his letters 
from Bombay, if not prohibited, is rendered almost impracticable., Your 
Honourable Court may therefore imagine the extreme difficulty in which 
your petitioner and his people are placed in this foreign laud, by the recent 
decision of your Honourable Court. 

In conclusion, your petitioner can only express a hope, that your Honour¬ 
able Court will attribute any warmth of expression or difference of opinion 
set forth by your petitioner, to an honest conviction of his rectitude, for 
which he trusts your Honourable Court will rather be disposed to give him 
credit than blame; nor can your petitioner believe that your Honourable 
Court will cause him to suffer as an innocent victim to those changes in the 
Sattara government, consequent upon that exercise of your power, which 
has deprived your petitioner of every other source to which he can appeal 
for assistance. Your petitioner, therefore, trusts that your Honourable 

2 C Court 
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Court will render him that aid which he now prays for; and which is abso¬ 
lutely necessary, not only to enable him to return to India, but to extricate 
him from actual want and degradation in England. And your petitioner, as 
in duty bound, will ever pray. 

ta 

34, George Street, Euston Square, 

14th September, 184U. 


LETTER FROM J. C. MELYILL, ESQ., TO MEER AFZULL ALEE, 

Doled 1th October, 1840. 

Sir,—Your petition dated 14th September, reque.sting an advance of £700 
to enable you to return to India, has been laid before the Court of Directors, 
and in reply I am commanded to inform you that the Court cannot take into 
consideration any such reque.st, proceeding from one only of the individuals 
at present residing in this country, as agents of the late Raja of Suttara. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) James C. Melvill, 

Secretary. 

To Meer Afzull Alee, 

34, George Street, Euston Square, 

New Road. 

East-India House, 

7th October, 1840. 


LETTER FROM THE VAKEELS OF THE EX-RAJA OF SATTARA 
TO THE COURT OF DIRECTORS, 

Dated 8th February, 1841. 

Honourable Sirs,—As the accredited agents of the de[)osed and exiled Raja 
of Sattara, we feel it an imperative duty once more to address your Honourable 
Court, in reference to those proceedings which have led to the dethronement 
and exile of our beloved prince, and to implore the attention of your Hon¬ 
ourable Court to the few observations we are about to submit for your impar¬ 
tial and humane consideration. 

The circumstance of his Highness having been systematically kept ignorant 
not only of the grounds of accusation, but of the points upon which his con¬ 
duct has been arraigned, and that in di.sobedience of the Supreme Government 
of India, are clearly established by the printed papers,* referring to his High¬ 
ness’s deposition, and will satisfy your Honourable Court that, under such 
unheard of circumstances, it was impossible for either his Highness, or his 
agents, to ofl'er one word in refutation, or explanation, on his alleged crimes. 

The'publication, however, of a portion of these papers, with others open 
to reference at the India-House, has disclo.sed to us a scene of the most cor- 
ru()t and deep laid con.spiracy, that could posssibly have entered the imagina¬ 
tion of man; a conspiracy which would never have succeeded had it not 
worked under the supposed countenance of the powerful British Government; 
that opinion being fully supported by those inexplicable proceedings, which we 
shall have occasion briefly to notice, but in doing which, we labour under the 
grievous disadvantage of having now no other sources of reference or informa¬ 
tion than the ex parte statements now printed, and which have been put forth 
in justification of those authorities, against whose acts we again confidently 
appeal. 

The 

* Fide Govemor’s Minute 22nd November, 1838, para. 1. Printed Papers, page 27#. 



The enlightened conduct of our unfortunate prince; his zealous aid in the 
furtherance of education, civilization, and the general improvement of his sub¬ 
jects ; his character for consideration towards his Jagheerdars, with his strong 
attachment to your Government; are circumstances fully and recently re¬ 
corded by your Honourable Court:* whilst the fact of the disaffection of that 
large and induential portion of his suldects called Brahmins, consequent on 
their lost political power, and religious feuds, with his Highness’s declaration 
to the late Resident (General Robertson), “ that he had no friends but the 
“ English,” are circumstances of which your Honourable Court, and your 
Local Governments were fully cognizant, long previously to any misunder¬ 
standing between the two states and are facts which rendered the support 
and countenance of your authorities in India indispensable to the administra¬ 
tion of his Highness’s government; but instead of giving the required counte¬ 
nance to his Highness, your Bombay Government was by the recorded decision 
of your Honourable Court “ on the intent and meaning of the treaty,” guilty 
of a direct breach of one of its stipulations, J by forcibly depriving his Highness 
(after seventeen years’ uninterrupted possession) of his rights of sovereignty 
over certain jagheers, thereby destroying the power and dignity of his govern¬ 
ment. . 

The natural consequence of this breach of faith on the part of your Govern¬ 
ment, its culpable neglect in withholding his Highness’s appeals to your 
Honourable Court for justice, with the Governor’s attempt to deceive his 
Highness regarding their transmission,^ was that of proclaiming to the dis¬ 
affected subjects and enemies of his Highness, the withdrawal of British 
countenance from his Government; and that the opportunity had arrived of 
successfully entering upon those conspiracies which had been anticipated and 
reported by your own officers. 

The specific charges which Sir James Carnac has recorded against his 
Highness are three in number, and appear to stand in relative importance thus.|| 

1st. Unwarrantable and treasonable correspondence with the Portuguese 
Government of Goa for a period of years. 

2nd. That his Highness had intrigued with Appa Sahib the ex-Ruja of 
Nagpore. 

drd. That he had countenanced attempts to seduce from their allegiance 
certain jNative soldiers in the service of the British Government. 

Your Honourable Court is aware that the last of those charges was the first 
put fortli against his Highness; when after tlie attention of the authorities in 
India and England had been alarmingly directed to an imaginary confederacy 
against British power, said to be directed by the ruler of Sattara, your Bombay 
Government sent a secret Commission of three British functionaries to the 
capital of this independent State, to virtually try the prince, through the 
medium of his accused minister, and with positive orders that the accused 
parties should not be allowed the benefit of counsel on their defence.^ 

The partial finding of his Highness’s alleged guilt (or, as it is teamed, coun¬ 
tenance in tampering with the allegiance of the Native soldiers,) was recorded 
by two out t)f the three members of this Commission, their judgment being 
principally founded upon the evidence of a Native officer, and a Brahmin 
named Untajee; and as a test of the purity of this Native officer’s character 
and evidence, we beg the attention of your Honourable Court to the fact, that 
this person openly admitted before the Commission that he had been guilty of 
perjury by making a false oath, administered by his priest, under all its solem-, 
mtics, with the view' of enabling him to be a spy and performer in the alleged 
crimes of the Raja, a proceeding which, as expressed by your Government, 

* was 

I Summary of Court’s proceediogs, minute of (the late) Mr. Forbes. Printed Papers, p.370. 

T ^*7 General Robertson’s speech, Asiatic Journal for February last, page 274. 

4 rw General Lodwick's letter to the Court of Directors, dated 9th October, 1840, para. 42. 

« irl General Lodwick’s letter to the Court of Directors, dated Oth October, 1840, para. 22. 

i Governor’s Minute, 19th June, 1839, para. 1. Printed Papers, page 288. 

■| rtae General Lodwick’s letter to the Court of Directors, dated 9th October, 1840, para. 3G. 
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Directors, 
8 Fd>. 1841. 


SATTARA only reserved for the purpose of being redovetailed, under the auspices of 
P APER S. such an opportunity as now presented itself. The chief Native conspirator 
Letter from the consequently but to prepare his agents at each place to which he directed 
’^x-Raja’s Vakeels the Resident for infunnation, that was invariably produced with a tact and dex» 
to the Court of terity that satistied the cupidity of those authorities who had positively de¬ 
clared the character of their Govcmmait was dependent on the issue with the 
Raja ; whilst his Highness’s brother, a man of notorious character, and who 
at first was accused by this Brahminical conspiracy of leaguing in his brother’s 
alleged crimes, was now discovered indispensable, with the view of continuing 
the Raj-Residency and Minister. He was consequently made to discover his 
prospect of a crown, pending on his brother’s conviction. He therefore threw 
himself as an accuser upon the Resident’s protection, where he was received 
with open arms; tents were pitched, with a British guard of honour for his 
accommodation, under the eye of his degraded brother and prince; and to 
consummate this unnatural proceeding, the unfortunate Raja was obliged to 
supply this treacherous kinsman with finances from his own treasury. 


The Portuguese government of Goa, ])Ossessing a standing army of about 
three hundred men, whose latt; Governor, and alleged co-conspirator, had de¬ 
parted for Euro])e,—and the outlawed ex-Rnja of Nagpore, whose denial of 
crime would command no attention, were tlie subjects selected as participa¬ 
tors in the pU)t. His 1 lighuess was consequently accused of a treasonable 
intercourse with the latter unfortunate chief; whilst it is alleged (and a copy 
])roduced) (hat he had formerly contraett'd a treaty with the cx-Governor of 
Goa, by which 30,000 Portuguese were to drive the Englisii out of India, with 
other statements too extravagant to obtrude upon your notice ; with a view, 
however, of giving some character to their proceedings, and to remunerate their 
agents, it was urged upon Sir Robert Grant, who actually directed that re¬ 
wards should be^ offered to those who would confirm his Highness’s guilt ;• 
Avhile a petty state which it is said possessed some written proof of his High¬ 
ness’s disafi'ection, was threatened with British bayonets if it did not imme¬ 
diately produce that which never existed.f 

To enter upon an analysis of the voluminous mass of fifty folios of evidence 
adduced against his Higlincss, which seems to have been obtained in quantity, 
with the view of mystifying truth and stifling inquiry, would, in our opinion, 
be an unnecessary obtrusion on the time of your Honourable Court; but W'C 
may here observe, tliat had such evil designs entered the mind of our unfortu¬ 
nate prince, wlio, your Honourable Court has admitted, possesses great natu¬ 
ral intellect, and general information, is it consonant w'ith common sense 
that he would have selected as his coadjutors, in a conspiracy of such magni¬ 
tude, those parties who were worse than useless in effecting the alleged ob¬ 
jects he had in view ? There might have appeared some semblance of reason, 
had the alleged plots been in conjunction wdth any of the other powerful states, 
from whom assistance might be expected; but this would have exposed the 
conspirators to that merited punishment that was prudently obviated by 
making' the coadjutors of his Highness’s alleged crimes (in the intended sub¬ 
version of British rule in India), an absent governor, and a powerless chief. 

His Highness’s alleged guilt, in connection with the ex-Raja of Nagpore, who 
is a fugitive under the surveillance of the .foudpore government, is founded 
upon an unauthcnticated letter, said to be written by that chief to his High¬ 
ness ; and it has been most elaborately, though fruitlessly, attempted to be 
proved, that his Highness had sent an old sword inside a musical box to this 
unfortunate fugitive ; these form the amount of accusations, which from their 
nature and magnitude (if even true) require no comment. 

It is, however, the conspiracies with Don Manoel, the ex-Citovernor of Goa, 
that form the primary charge against his Highness, and which has called forth 
’ the laborious attention of your Indian Governments to establish as the acme 

of 


* VUt Printed Psperg. Govemor’g Minute, dated March 30th, 1837, naraa. 8 and 9, page 76. 
t I'ide Printed Papers. Mr. Anderson’s Minute (councillor), dated Mav 33nd, 1838, para. 3, 
page 207. 
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of his alleged crimes; this charge was first brought to notice, under the aus¬ 
pices of Colonel Ovans, on failure of the Raja’s conviction by the Sattara 
Commission ; and your Bombay Government, with the view to its substantia¬ 
tion, has produced the oral and written testimony of no less than ffly-four* 
(said to be) sub-agents in the conspiracy ; whose evidence in itself is so im¬ 
probable and contradictory as to render it, in the opinion of any dispassionate 
mind, utterly useless to the ends of justice. But your Honourable Court will 
observe, that whilst this improbable number of sub-agents and their servants 
(in a secret plot of such magnitude) appear to have been easily obtained, there 
were but two principal agents (Nago Dcorao, and Mahdeo RowSirkey), who 
are alleged to have negotiated between his Highness and the Governor of 
Goa, and these two persons had both died about a year previously to the disco¬ 
very of their employment; and it is alleged that the former had left amongst 
hisefi'ccts, the strongest evidence of the Raja's guilt: in hitters said to have been 
written on his death-bed to his Highness ; but unaccountable as it is, it also 
a[)pears that these death-bed productions, which are said to have contained a 
dying request to his Highness from the writer, and that on behalf of his 
family and friend then present, should be discovered about ten months after 
his alleged death, in the Goa territories, where he is said to have died, and 
that tiu'.y should have been obtained in that jilace by a messenger sent direct 
from Colonel Ovans, at a cost to your Government of four hundred rupecs,'\ instead 
of their being found in the palace of Sattara, whither the parties, still alive, 
would naturally have taken them with a certain expectation of realizing the 
re(iuested favour. 
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Such is the nature of the extraordinary evidence upon which your Indian 
Government has consigned, wilhoul a hearing, the re|ire.sentative of a once 
great and ancient dynasty from the throne of his ancestors, to spend the re¬ 
mainder of his days ati iinpri.soned exile; but although the f)pj)ortune death of 
the alleged principal negotiators of treason between the Goa and Sattara Go¬ 
vernments has been the plea for a less close ap[)roximation to the truth, it is 
fortunate for the ends of justice that the other alleged principal in the plot is 
living to bear testimony to his jiroceedings ; whilst the well-known respectabi¬ 
lity of Don Manoel de Portugal e (’astro, as a member of the Royal family 
of Portugal, and now comptroller of his sovereig'n’s household, and who was 
Governor General of Goa during the whole period of the Raja’s alleged in¬ 
trigues, gives conclusive evidence that the whole is a tissue of falsehood, and 
fully establishes the existence of those conspiracies with which your Indian 
Government had been made fully cognizant, and which a careful perusal of 
the ex parte evidence alone would have infallibly conveyed to any impartial 
mind. 


Hearing of the high character of this nobleman and of his presence at Lis¬ 
bon, we lost no time in addressing him as follows :— 

“ To his Excellency Don Manoel de Portugal c Castro, (late) Governor and 
Captain General of Goa, Lisbon. 

“ Sir,—The highly important duties upon which we are engaged in this 
“ country, as the representatives of his Highness the ex-Raja of Sattara, 
“ who has lately been deposed by the British Government on charges of dis- 
“ affection and treason against that state, and in which charges your Excel- 
“ lency’s name is made prominently conspicuous, are circumstances that have 
“ emboldened us to address your Excellency on a subject so deeply involving 
“ the honour and happiness of our beloved prince. 

“We take the liberty to state briefly to your Excellency, that our sovereign 
“ was deposed in September, 1839, by the Bombay Government for an alleged 
“ breach of treaty with that power; and one of the principal charges against 
“ him is, for secretly combining with your Excellency to subvert the autho- 
“ rity of Great Britain in India. 

. . “ When. 

• Firfe PriDted Papers. Governor’s Minute, dated May Slh, 1838, para. 28, page 125. 

t Ibid, page 163, paras. 209, 210. ' 
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“ When these facts became known, certain influential Proprietors of India 

' Stock, being of opinion that his Highness was unjustly deposed, through the 

■ machinations of a conspirsfcy, carried a resolution at a General Court of the 

■ East-India Company, that the correspondence appertaining to the subject 

should be printed, and these papers now printed, testify that which is in- 

“ compatible with common sense, by attempting to prove that his Highness 
“ the Raja and your Excellency had for several years held a clandestine in- 
“ tcrcourse, with the view of destroying the British Authority in India. 

“ These papers affirm, that his Highness the Raja had sent clandestinely 
“ several missions to your Excellency, whilst residing at Goa and Vingorla, 
“ during your Excellency’s government in India, and that your Excellency had 
" sent a mission to his Highness at Sattara, under the direction of a person 
“ named llerculano, these several missions having in view the expulsion of 
“ British power. 

“ That tluee original letters (which we aie certain will be proved forgeriesj 
“ to the address of the Raja bearing your Excellency’s signature, are now in 
“ the possession of the Bombay government, and which letters intimate that 
“ your Excellency had communicated with your sovereign, who was making 
“ arrangements to enter on the plot against Great Britain. 

“ Tliey further state, that a treaty had been negotiated between his High- 
“ ness and your Excellency on behalf of your government, a copy of which, 
“ from the late Sir Robert (irant’s Minute, now published, is licre annexed 
“ for your Excellency’s information ; and it aj>pcars by these papers, that your 
“ Excellency had received various sums of money, and presents from his lligh- 
“ ness during these negotiations, and had arranged for sending to Portugal 
“ one of the Raja’s subjects to represent his Highness’s interests at that 
“ Court. 

“ This is a very brief summary of the voluminous papers touching this one 
“ charge, with which we will occupy your Excellency’s time: nor would a 
“ subject of less importance have induced us to take such a liberty, but we 
“ feel your Excellency’s testimony alone can disprove statements, which 
“ although beyond the verge of reason or probability, are yet supported by 
“ every .species of fraud, the ingenuity and object of which we will not ven- 
“ ture to obtrude upon your Excellency’s attention. 

“ In conclusion, we feel confident that the high jiosition your Excellency 
“ fills in your own country, with your well-known character for justice, will 
“ induce your Excellency to favour us with a declaration or statement, if 
“ there was any, and what intercourse your Excellency had with his lligh- 
“ ness ; which document we are a.ssurcd by our friends and advisers will be 
“ of the greatest importance on the pending investigation of this case before 
“ the East-India Company, or British Parliament; we shall, therefore, hope 
“ that your Excellency may yet have the gratification of knowing that your 
“ unbiassed testimony in the furtherance of truth had the effect of restoring a 
“ noble and high-minded prince from a prison to the throne of his ancestors, 
“ and that other innocent parties, deeply accused in the alleged plots, had 
“ through your aid obtained justice. We trust in God for your Excellency’s 
“ speedy reply, and have the honour to be 

" Your Excellency’s faithful servants. 
“ No. 67, Upper Berkeley Street, Portman Square, London, 

“ Sth November, 1840.” 

Not having received the expected reply to this communication, (its authen¬ 
ticity, we understand, having been doubted), we forwarded, through the medium 
of Senhor Antonio Rodrigues of Lisbon, a duplicate translation in Portuguese, 
dated 1st January last, to the ex-Govemor of Goa, from whom we immedi¬ 
ately received the following reply, addressed to the former gentleman to be 
communicated to us, which was done by the transmission of the ex-Governor’s 
original letter, with its following translation in English, for the information of 
your Honourable Court. 

Translation- 



AND raE COUM’OF DlKlCtO^^ lOST—^ ^ 

Translation. SATTARA 

“ Most Illustrious Senhor Antonio Rodrigues,—^Having received yester- PAPERS. 

“ day when I returned home rather late, the letter that you addressed to me, Letterltom th 
“ enclosing another forwarded from London, it was not consequently possible Ex-Raja’s Vakeels 
“ to answer you immediately, which I now do; declaring to you that I am to the Court of 
“ totally ignorant of the subject of which the letter treats, and therefore 
“ am not able to say any thing relative to its contents, hoping from your good- ” 

“ ness that you will communicate this to the persons who sent you the above- 
" mentioned letter. 

“ Thanking you for your obliging compliments, I take the advantage of this 
” occasion to do myself the pleasure to subscribe myself, 

“ Your’s, most respectfully, 

(Signed; “ Don Manoel de Portugal e Castro. 

“ Calvario, 

“ 18 de Janoario de 1841.” 

In this document your Honourable Court will discover, with feelings of 
painful commiseration for our unfortunate prince, the most unequivocal 
denial of any knowledge whatever of those circumstances relating to this prin¬ 
cipal accusation against his Highness, and that from the only person who 
appears left to speak positively on the subject, and the only Governor of Goa 
with whom it has been attempted to couple the Raja’s name, but who having 
just left India with the probable chances of never being again heard of in that 
quarter, tlie adoption of his name was doubtlessly considered the most safe 
and {dausiblc that could be introduced as the principal associate in his High¬ 
ness’s alleged crimes ; a stratagem which would undoubtedly have succeeded, 
had it not been for the high family and character of this nobleman, which 
has ]>laced him in the prominent jiosition he fills under his own government, 
and consequently open to any further or more particular enquiries that your 
Honourable Court may deem requisite to institute, leaving it unnecessary for 
us to adduce further evidence of tiie existence of a conspiracy the truth of 
which cannot but be apparent, even without reference to that conclusive 
document to which we have called the particular attention of your Honour¬ 
able Court. 

We should, however, be wanting in duty to our unfortunate prince, did we 
not bring under the particular notice of your Honourable Court, the conduct 
of your Bombay Government during these proceedings ; living as his Highness 
did for a period of two years, during which time, shame, as he terms it, pre¬ 
vented him from quitting the precincts of his palace, his ministers imprisoned, 
and even his subjects afraid to evince sympathy for their degraded sovereign, 
opj)ressed and insulted by that ally whose duty it was to have upheld him, 
and left without confidence or support, save in his own innocence. He con¬ 
sequently applied to Dr. Milne, an old acquaintance, and late a servant of 
your Indian Government, for his advice and assistance, a favour which was 
only permitted by a reference to the Governor General; and will it be credited 
by your Honourable Court, that after this obtained sanction of your Supreme 
Government, the subordinate authorities of Bombay secretly and systematically 
intercepted his Highness’s coit/idential cornmunications* with his recognized adviser, 
but by doing which they only obtained proofs of the Raja’s innocence, and 
his confidence in the ultimate justice of your Honourable Court. 

The next evil which presented itself to his Highness was, that certain of 
his jewels had been stolen, and that others had been exchanged by the officers ’ 
in charge of his treasury; an inquiry into which disclosed to him the fact, 
that his seals of state bad, through the corruption of the conspirators, been 
placed at their disposal, and had been applied to papers which, it is under¬ 
stood, were produced as evidence of the Raja’s guilt. His Highness imme¬ 
diately arrested and confined the treasurer and his two assistants, who, to 
escape their merited punishment, confessed their guilt. This transaction was, 

immediately 

• Vide hinted Papers. Goventor’s Minute, dated January S5tb, 1839, para. 1, page 277. 
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SATTARA immediately communicated to the Resident and Bombay Government by the 
P APER S. Raja, urgently beseeching them to institute an inquiry on the conduct of these 
Letter from the n>en, whom he might have disposed of in the most summary manner; yet, to this 
x-Raja's Vakeels request he never received an acknowledgment, it being regarded by the 
to the Court of Governor, as expressed in his minute,* “ a fresh intrigue of the Raja's, with the 
8Feb*^i84i “ view of aiding him in his defence;" these men were consequently left in 
prison until after the dei)osition of the Raja, when, on condition of their dis¬ 
avowing their former confession to his Highness, they were released ; one of 
them has, liowever, after obtaining his freedom, and doubtlessly under feelings 
of moral compunction, come forward, and addressed a letter, dated the 24th 
of June last (the original letter and translation of the same is here appended), 
to the ex-Raja’s agent in Loudon, declaring that he was privy to, and aided in 
purloining the seals of state, for the purpose of using them against the Raja, 
having through threats and j)ersuasions been induced to j)erpetrate this act of 
treachery by liallajcc Punt, the now minister at Sattara, and his brother-in-law, 
Ballajce Punt Kcbby, tlie Resident’s confidential clerk. 


The arrival of Sir James Carnac as Governor of Bombay, with the authority 
of your Honourable Court to .settle this long pending diference between the 
two states, in which it was understood that Sir James wliilst in England had 
considered his Highnc.ss an injured prince, naturally inspired the Raja with 
full confidence that he would obtain a full inquiry and honourable settle¬ 
ment. 

It however appears that the atmosphere of the Bombay Council Chamber, 
where sat the same ex-Governor and Council who had condemned the Raja, 
the same Political Secretary who had been so frequently commended by his 
superiors for his able and lucid summaries on the Raja’s alleged guilt, with the 
same Ke.sident of Sattara who had performed the various incompatible characters 
before described, had driven from the new Governor’s mind his preconceived 
opinions when calmly deliberating on documentary evidence as a member of 
your Honourable Court. The Raja’s ruin was consequently soon determined 
upon ; by choosing out of the three courses submitted by the Governor to hi.s 
Council,t that which was the most speciously clement, but, to those who 
knew his Highness's character, would lead to his dethronement; some of Sir 
James’s sinister advisers, being doubtlessly aware of the Raja’s emphatic 
declaration to Colonel Lodwick on parting with that officer; viz. “ I will 
“ surrender my territories rather than concede the smallest point until my 
“ grievances have been heard and redressed.” 


Sir James, on his advisers having, with an extraordinary power of pre.science, 
anticipated the Raja’s boldly asserting his innocence and demanding a fair 
inquiry, and having secured the pre-approval of the Governor General to 
the dethronement of the Raja} (if necessary, or whatever course he might 
deem it expedient to adopt), he proceeded to Poona, where, after some days’ 
intercourse with Colonel Ovans, he left for the Sattara Court, accompanied 
(as his official secretary) by the same Mr. Willoughby who had performed so 
conspicuou.sIy in estabiishing the Raja’s alleged guilt. 

The result might have been anticipated; the day after his arrival, tlie 
Governor requested the presence of our humiliated prince, who attended in due 
submission, and, agreeabhj with the Geyvernor's instructions," unattended by 
any one of his ollicers or adherents; when the following is the purport of con¬ 
ditions that were presented for his acceptance and signature.§ 

“1st. That he had been guilty of all the crimes, conspiracies, &c., that had 
“ been alleged against him, 

“ 2nd. That he must act up literally to all the stipulations of the treaty of 
“ 1819. 

“3id. That 

* Vide Printed Papers. Governor’s Minute, dated Januaiy lUh, 1839, page 377. 

f Ibid, dated June 19tb, 1839, para. 3, page 389. 

t JIM. dated September 4th, 1839, para. 34, page S07. $ Ibid, page 399, para. 32, 
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“ 3rd. That he must banish beyond his dominions Bulwunt Row Chit- SATTAllA 

“ navees, (the old, faithful, and hereditary state secretary of his government). P APER S. 

“ 4th. That he must provide with finances, on the same liberal scale as Letter from the 
“ formerly, Appa Sahib (his unnatural brother, who had conspired against Ex-Raja's Vakeels 
‘•himl to the Court of 

Directors, 

“ 5th. That he must secure the salaries, pensions, and property to any 8 Feb. 1841. 

“ number of his subjects whom the Resident might name (that had conspired 
“ and given false evidence against him).” 

Your Honourable Court may imagine his Highness’s dismay; he, in the most 
solemn manner, assured the Governor of his perfect innocence, and that the 
whole was a conspiracy directed by the principal Brahmin, Ballajee Punt; he 
implored a full and fair inquiry into his alleged crimes, and placed in the Go¬ 
vernor’s hands conclusive proofs of the misapplication of his seals (which was 
never noticed). The Governor attcmiiled to reason on his conviction of the 
Raja’s guilt, and again reiterated his demand, when his Highness declared he 
would never put his name to falsehood ; that if the Governor would but insti¬ 
tute a fair inquiry into the charges against liini, he would mcrijicc every th 'nig 
but his religion to meet his views;* that the first feeling of his heart was to have 
ail opportunity of establishing his innocence. 

We submit to the feeling consideration of your Honourable Court, that such 
a strong and admitted presumption of feeling would have impressed most 
minds, if not with the conviction of his Highness’s innocence, with the 
strongest doubts of his guilt, but the Governor’s mind appeared prepared for 
what he had to encounter : he replied, that he had not time to investigate the 
matter; he was satisfied of the Raja’s guilt, and if he did not agree to the terms, 
his dethronement woidd immediately Ibllow. When our unfortunate Prince, 
seizing at the last shadow of hope, begged that the Resident (from whom he 
could expect but little sympathy) might be ordered to examine the evidence 
he would adduce in jiroof of the conspiracy ; this was refused. The Raja per¬ 
sisted in his innocence, and fruitlessly beseeched inquiry. Finally, wlieu no 
ho)»e of investigation existed, his Highness declared that no consideration on 
earth would induce him to sign a falsehood. 

The Governor consequently left for Poona to enforce the penalty of the 
Raja's disobedience, when, without liirther communication, “on the night of 
“ the 4th of September, 1839,” his Highness’s bed-chamber was forcibly en¬ 
tered by a company of Britisli soldiers, directed through the palace by his 
Highness’s unfeeling brother (now Raja), and followed by Colonel Ovans, when 
our noble and unoffending prince was seized while asleep, put into a palan¬ 
quin, and, with a few devoted followers, was conveyed a prisoner and an exile 
from the dominions of his ancestors, because he would not sign a false and 
infamous admission of a crime which he had never perpetrated ; a proceeding 
which is so ably and feelingly commented upon in the recorded dissent of your 
honourable colleague, Mr. Tucker, in the following words:—“ Guilt would 
“have found it easy to accept the conditions proposed, in order to escape 
“ from the threatened penalty. The consciousness of rectitude must be strong 
“ when it impels a man to make a great sacrifice to a sense of honour, however 
“ mistaken; and I must own, that 1 cannot regard otherwise than with feelings 
“ of the deepest commiseration that Hindoo, who could resolve to sacrifice a 
“ principality, to abandon his treasures, to relinquish his home, and to remove 
“ his family to a distant part of the country, rather than make a slight conces- 
“ sioa, which he felt must compromise his character.” 

To the minute of Sir James Carnac, we have naturally referred for some 
tangible grounds to justify his proceedings ; but your Honourable Court will 
observe, that whilst this lengthy document of “ forty-nine paragraphs” is 
speciously indicative of remorse, arising from the invidious duties it attempts 
to explain, yet its most striking eharacteristics are, those of special pleading 
against the Raja, instead of being the dispassionate explanation of the repre¬ 
sentative 

• f'id* Printed Papers. Governor’s Minute, dated 4th September, 1839, page 899. 



108 . CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE VAKEELS 


SATTARA sentative of a great Government when unwillingly enforcing a retributive 

PAPERS. penalty on a comparatively unimportant state. All the attempted proofs of 

the Highness’s alleged delinquencies that we can discover in this document, 
£x-R8ja'r’'^cels only Sir James’s declarations of the Raja’s general guilt; and when called 
to the Court of upon by his Highness, he does not adduce, in support of his opinions, one 

Directors, instance of oral or documentary evidence that could be considered conclusive. 

8 Feb. 1841. gjj. j^mes further states to your Honourable Court, “ equally unsupported by 

“ proof,” that no treaty will bind the Raja. Did we deem it necessary to 
rebut this charge, we would refer your Honourable Court to Sir James’s 
dispassionate testimony when your Deputy Chairman in 1835 ; he then 
declared that his Highness was “ a model to all Indian rulers but the 
whole of his Highness’s proceedings are opposed to the Governor’s assertions ; 
for your Honourable Court is aware that the only object of our mission to 
this country, was to obtain redress for the admitted breach of treaty by your 
Bombay Government; these were the only duties with which we had been 
entrusted, and to impede which your Honourable Court was implored by 
your Bombay Government, neither to receive nor countenance us on our arrival 
in Eng land. 

The real offence, however, of our unfortunate prince, was his not subscrib¬ 
ing to a guilt, which even had it existed, could on no principle of moral or 
political expediency have been required ; and the effect of which could be no 
other than rendering him despicable in the eyes of his subjects, exposing his 
future government to every insult and conspiracy they might meditate against 
it, and denouncing the conduct of the Briti.sh Government throughout India, 
as guilty of inflicting an uncalled-for degradation on a helpless and dependent 
ally. But we submit for your Honourable Court’s consideration, what must 
have been the estimated amount of the alleged guilt that was to have Ijecn 
entirely obliterated by its mere acknowledgment, and which was to have ren¬ 
dered his Highness a fit and respected ally for your future government, it can 
be accounted for in no other sense than to secure a virtual indemnity for 
those unjustifiable proceedings just detailed, and which were well known 
to the covert performers in the plot, would be certainly realized either 
through the Raja’s deposition or confession of his alleged crimes to save his 
principality. 

The breach of faith on the part of your Government in the confiscation of 
his Highness’s projjerty, is another subject to which we crave your Honour¬ 
able Court’s particular attention ; the pledge made by your Resident on seizure 
of his Highness, “ that his peaceable submission would secure to him his pri- 
“ vate property and an allowance suitable for the support and respectability 
“ of himself and family," are conditions clearly stipulated in your Governor’s 
letter to the Resident, under date the 30th August, 1839;J but in violation of 
these pledges, and of British faith and honour, the whole of his Highness’s 
cash, jewels, furniture, and even flocks, were confiscated ; an outrage never 
contemplated in the proclamation of his Highness's dethronement by your 
Government; and took place several months after he had been a prisoner in 
the custody of your authorities, and consequently, in person and property, 
entitled to the protection of its laws ; but for a clear exposition of this pro¬ 
ceeding, we refer your Honourable Court to the able dissent of your Honour¬ 
able colleague, Mr. Shepherd.§ 

We are, however, commanded by our exiled prince to intimate to your 
Honourable Court, that his Highness’s numerous sufferings and degradations 
under your Government, a part of which we have briefly noticed, are nought, 
to his mind, in comparison with the inhuman treatment he experienced on his 
journey to exile; particularly whilst under the authority of the Bombay Go¬ 
vernment. Your Honourable Court is aware that his Highness’s principal 
companion to exile was his friend and kinsman, Balia Sahib, Senaputtee, 

whose 

• Vide Printed Papers. Court of Director's letter to the Raja, page S70._ 

f Vide Printed Papers. Governor’s Minute, dated February 2^d, 1839, para. 6, page 882. 

f Vide Printed Papers. Governor’s letter, dated Aurast SOth, 1839, para. 8, page 390. 

§ Vide Printed Papers. Dissent of Mr. Shepherd, wed September 2nd, 1840, page 389. 



whose wife was taken in labour at the commencement of the journey, when his SATTARA 
Highness’s repeated request for a few days’ halt was refused, when the infant PAPERS, 
and its mother were obliged to continue travelling; this led to the serious in- Letterlto the 
disposition of its father, arising from a mind depressed by a complication of Ex-Hajii’s Vakeek 
misfortunes; bis illness increased, when his Highness again implored the to the Court of 
officer in charge of the escort to halt a few days, which was also denied ; when. Directors, 
dreadful to relate, the ex-commander-in-chief of the Sattara forces, and cousin ® *®'*'*' 

to his prince, was, at the close of the march, found dead in his palamiuin; the 
officer’s justification, as communicated to your Honourable Court, being, “ tliat 
“ he considered their request only an excuse for loitering on the road.”* This 
admitted instance of criminal indifference to the wislies of our unfortunate 
prince will give a fair specimen of the tone and feeling that existed against 
Iiis Highness, and of the humiliating and unknown indignities he has other¬ 
wise painfully endured. 

Tliese acts have, in our humble and respectful opinion towards your 
Honourable Court, consummated ])r()cccding,s unequalled in the annals of 
British hisloi y in India, by a fearful sata’ilice of tliat faith and character, 
whose moral influence, under Almighty Cod, has placed you the rulers of 
that great Hm[iiiv ; hy eoiicurriug in these acts of your Government, you eon- 
finn proceedings alike repugnant to Justice and humanity, which had tlieir 
origin througli the culpable ciicroacliment and subsevjuent neglect of your 
Bombay Government, 1‘ollowed by its breach of faith and treaty with a help¬ 
less ally; and in (ixtricntiiig itself from Iho odium itf its own culpability 
it employs parties, whose zeal was Mliettorl and judgment w-arped, by the 
prosjiect 111 ' personal advancement; when its final consiuninntion fails under 
the direction of a man, wlio, however amiable in jirivate life, had not tho 
rnoral courage to maintain his calm and deliberate judgment against the 
tainted opinions of his eollcaguos in Council; but who, wlien doubting the 
propriety of his proceedings, holds out (by not allowing the present ruler of 
Sattara an adoption) the almost immediate prospect of a large increase 
to your territorial rovenuc in India, | as a boon for the coufirmatioii aud 
indemnity of liis own conduct. 

But indepeudenlly of his Highness’s sufferings, we respectfully submit 
there are other grounds upon which tiic character of the liritish nation demands 
inquiry, with the view of ascertaining the jirinciplc of morality or justice 
by which it has clev.ated the present ruler of Sattara to a throne. 'J'lie 
character of Appa Sahib has been long known to your Honourable Court; it 
has been eoinnieiited upon by \a)ur Governor General, particularly exposed by 
Major Sutherlaiui in his sketehes,:|: and equally described hy General Lod- 
wiek, jircviously to those inisundcrstandings and lastly, he (Appa Sahih), 
acknowledged himself a conspirator,j| (against Britisli power), to the same 
Colonel Gvans, vvlio, as Sir .lames Caniae’s informant,e.xpressed a high 
opinion of this confessed delinc[ueut; and notwithstanding General Bodwick’s 
letters just referred to (which must stand amongst the Sattara papers). 

Colonel Ovans declares that, after a diligent search of these records, he finds 
nothing against Appa Sahib’s character;—inconsistencies only equalled by 
the fact, that the secret agencies wliich ruled the destinies of tlicse two 
brothers, who w'erc held equally culpable in their alleged conspiracies against 
British jiower, had the ettect of consigning the one from the throne tii’ his 
ancestors to a prison, and of elevating the other from disreputable obscurity to 
a throne. 

In conclusion, we again, at the request and on behalf of our exiled 
sovereign, respectfully and earnestly implore that which the meanest of your . 

countrymen 

* Vide Printed Papers. Court of Directors' letter to Uic Bombay Government, dated Septem¬ 
ber 2nd, 1840, paras. 3, 4. page 389. 

t Vide Printed Papers. Sir James Camac’s Minute, dated September 4th, 1839, pam. 26, 
page 308. 

t V^c Major Sutirerland’s Sketches, page 165. 

§ Vide General Lodirick’s letter to Sir R. Grant, April 24th, 1835, printed in T/ic Times. 

II Vitle Printed Pqpcrs. Governor’s Minute, dated May 26th, 1838, para. 7, page 232. 

II Ukl, 4th September, 1839, para. 27, page 309. 
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Directora, 
8 Feb. 1841. 


8ATTARA countrymen can demand as their birthright, a fair and impartial inquiry into 
P APER S. jjjg charges your Government has preferred against his Highness; that the 
Letter from the inquiry be conducted in India, by British officers, under the immediate 
Ex-RajaWakeels direction of your Governor General, with such assistance as his Highness may 
of require, is all he now implores. The specious reasoning of your servants, 
that an investigation would degrade a Native prince, can be no longer tenable 
when applied to an imprisoned exile. We feel that this brief explanation of 
our prince’s sufferings, supported as it is in every instance by the official state¬ 
ments of your own officers, together with the existing difference of opinion 
amongst the members of your Honourable Court respecting his Highness’s 
alleged crimes, would have been sufficient for the revision of your past judg¬ 
ment ; but when supported by the declaration of such an authority as we have 
the honour herewitli to submit, gives us the fullest confidence of obtaining 
justice, founded upon inquiry, and that it will not be unaccompanied by the 
expression of ultimate feelings of commiseration from your Honourable Court. 
Under these convictions, and with prayers that Almighty God may aid your 
judgment in the furtherance of truth. 

We have the honour to be. Honourable Sirs, 

Your obedient humble servants. 


(Signed) Eshwunt Row Raja Sjbkky, 
Bhugwunt Row Wittoi., and 
Rungoba Bapojee, 


f)7, Upper Berkeley Street, Vakeels of the exiled Raja of Sattara. 

February Sth, 1841. 


Tha N.si.ATioN of a letter from Atmahrarn Luximun of Turf Heredras Mara, 
(one of the AsHistant-Treasurcrs of the deposed Raja of Sattara), to Rqjescy 
Saerarn lihow Sahib Raja Sirlccij, at London. 

Dated 24th June, 1840. 

(After compliments.) 

In consequence of the plot for allowing the seals to be put to letters, the 
Maharaja (Ex-Raja) put me in gaol, and after obtaining information desired me 
to write on pajrer what had actually taken place, and assured me that after I 
had confronted tlie other parties, I should be relea.sed ; this did not take place, 
in con.se(|uence of the Raja’s misfortunes, through his having been sent to 
Nimba (the name of the village he was .sent to after his deposition). Appa 
Sahib (the present Raja) told Kesoo Eshwunt that the prisoners were of your 
party, and they had better speak to the Ex-Raja now to give them their release 
(meant ironically); but if they yvere kept in prison, he (the new Haja) would 
not pay their expenses; three of our i)arty were soon released, but 1 was told 
I should not be allowed my liberty, and .should suffer much till I had denied 
in writing all the truth I had before stated regarding the seals. Such were 
the intimidations presented to me. And although 1 felt that what I had 
j written to the Ex-Raja was true, and known to our party, and to prove which 
I had been detained in prison eleven months, they still demanded me to con¬ 
tradict it. 

I then feared that force would be used, and that my life would be in danger, 
and wrote whatever they pleased ; but what I gave to the Ex-Raja is the real 
truth: and if inquiries be made wliere you are, we all (meaning the treasury’s 
])arty) will prove it, and if you like you may show this very letter; but before 
■ you do so, you must try and secure protection against the authorities here 
(meaning Sattara). Bhow Sahib, as you are there (meaning London), I have 
written .this, that you should not be kept in darkness; and I hope you will 
not make a great delay in writing to me, that we may know of each other; 
what the prospect of the times is must be known to you. What can I write 
more ? 

I Dated Jaith Vud, 8 Saka, 1762. 

(Corresponding to the 24th June, 1840.) 



treaty between the raja of sattara and the 

HONOURABLE EAST-INDIA COMPANY, 

Dated ^th September^ 1839. 


Treaty between the Honourable East-India Company and his Highness Shrceniun 
Maharqj Shahjee Raja Chuiterputly of Sattara, concluded at Sattara on 
the Ath Sejdember, 1839, by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, Resident at Sattara, 
on the part of the Honourable East-India Company, and by Eshwunt Row 
Trimbuck, on the part of Shahjee Raja Chulterputty, by virtue of full powers 
from their respective Governments. 

Article 1.—All articles of the treaty of Sattara dated the 25th of Septem¬ 
ber, 1819, which are not abrogated or modified by the present supplemental 
treaty, are hereby confirmed. 

Article II.—It is hereby explicitly declared, that the Raja has no present 
or prospective title or claim to any territory situated beyond the boundaries of 
the Sattara state, as the same are laid down in the schedule dated the 29th 
March, 1826, annexed to the aforesaid treaty, as follows:— 

“ The frontier extends from the Kishna and Wiirna on the south, to the 
“ Neera and Beema on the north, and from the western ghauts or 
“ Siyadree Hills on the west, to the districts of Punderpoor and Becja- 
'* poor on the east.” 

Article III.—In modification of Article 7 of the aforesaid treaty, and to 
obviate future disputes, the Jagheerdars herein-named, viz. 

1. The Raja of Akulkote, 

2. The Punt Suchew, 

3. The Punt l*rithec Nidhce, 

4. The Dufflay, 

5. Nimbalkur, 

6. Shaik Mera Waeekur, are placed under the direct management 
and control of the British Government, their contingents and pecuniary 
payments, on the scale fixed in the time of Captai)» Grant, being reserved 
to the Raja. 

Article IV.—^I'he Raja binds himself to pay through the British Govern¬ 
ment from the Sattara revenues, such annual allowance as may be considered 
proper by the British Government for the maintenance and support of his 
brother, Maharaj Purtab Shean, the late Raja, and his family. 

This supplemental treaty, consisting of four articles, being this day, the 
4th of September, 1839, settled and concluded at Sattara, to be binding and 
permanent, when ratified by the Right Honourable Lord Auckland, Governor 
General of India. 


SATTARA- 

PAPERS. 

Treaty. 

4 Sept. 1839. 


(Signed) C. Ovans. 



PAPEES RELATIVE TO THE GRANT OF ENAM LANDS 
TO BALLAJEE PUNT NATHOO. 


SATTAIIA 

PAl'EllS. 

Letter from the 
Bombay 
Government 
to the ( 'curt of 
Directors, 
ri7 Jan. 1841. 


LETTER FROM THE EOMHAY GOVERNMENT TO THE COURT 

OF DIRECTORS, 

Dated 21ih January, 1841. 

(Polilicd Dcpaitiucut.) 

IJonoiiraltlc Sirs,—Wo boif to transmit to your Honourable Court, copy of 
a letter from Licutenant-(.V)loiiel Ovaiis, Rc.sitleiit at Sattara, dated the 22nd 
ultimo, for\vurclini>’ trans!ati(»u of a letter to his address from his Highness the 
Raja of Sattara, date;] the (Jth of tlie .';aino month, stating that his Highne.ss 
has conferred upon llallajee Funt Narrain Nathoo of Sattara enain villages 
of the estimated annual value of eight thousand rupees. 

2. The name of llallajee Fmit Nathoo is not, we believe, unknown to your 
Honourable Ciourt, and higidy iionourable mention is made of his services to 
the liritish Government during the Mahratia war, in Captain Grant Duff's 
History* of the Mahrattas. This individual was connected with the Poona 
Residency from about the year 1803. In tiie year ISIG, he entered into the 
Residency employment, and Mr. Elphinstone, in a certificate which In; gave 
him on his ])rocecding to England, at the close of 1827, speaks in the follow¬ 
ing terms of his character and .services:—“ In the troubles which follow’cd the 
“ year 181(5, and in the settlement of the country, he shewed himself an able, 
“ zealous, and trustworthy public servant. He w^as iny ])rineipal Native agent 
“ during most of the time 1 was eominissioniir in the Deccan, was consulted 
“ by me on all sidijeels, uiid gave me every rea.suu to be satisfied with his 
“ judgment and fidelity.’’ 


3. In reporting the grant by his Highness the Raja of Sattara ol' the above 
villages to Ballajce Punt Natlioo, Lieutenant-(5oloueI (Jvans states, that act¬ 
ing on the sound and judicious advice of this able and upright man, liis High¬ 
ness has introduced many wholesome reforms in the administration of Ids 
country, which, if adhered to, cannot fail of being productive of the highe.st 
benefit to all classes of his Highness’s subjects; and ob.serves that, as it would 
be a great satisfaction to RallajeePunt to obtain the concurrence of the British 
(ioveriimeut to the grant in <paslion, he trusts that he may be permitted to 
convey to him the satisfaction of Govcrnnieut on the occasion. 

4. In reply, we have informed Lieutenant-Colonel Ovaas, that we are fully 
sensible of the merit,s of Ballajce Punt, and of the service.? which he has, on 
various occasions, rendered both to the British and Sattara Governments, and 
that while wc shoidd be highly gratified to perceive that his Highness the 
Raja of Sattara rewarded these services by some such mark of his approba¬ 
tion as that above alluded to, still wc are of opinion that it would be ])roper, 
before any .sanction is given by this Government to the acceptance by Ballajec 
Pujit of the proposed grant of these villages, that a reference should be made 
to your Honourable Court, in order to ascertain whether you entertain any 
objection to the arrangement. 

5. Wc have directed Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans to make an intimation to 
his Highness the Raja of Sattara, to the elfect above mentioned, and at the 
same time to inform his Highness, that we intend to make a reference on this 

subject 


pages 411 and 412. 
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subject to your Honourable Court by the present steamer, and to solicit your 
eariy decision on the point in question. 

C. Tn referring this subject for the instructions of your Honourable Court, 
wc beg to state, that we entirely concur in the opinion which the Resident at 
Sattara has, in his letter of the 22nd ultimo, expressed of the merits of Balla- 
jee Punt Nathoo, and to the zeal and integrity of that individual we may, in 
a great degree, attribute a knowledge of those proceedings which rendered sp 
imperative the deposition of the late Raja of Sattara. 

7. Ballajee Punt is a native of the Sattara state, but, as previously observed, 
he rendered essential services to the British Government. For these serviees 
he was specially rewarded by the Government of Mr. Elphinstone, who, with 
the sanction of the Government of India, conferred upon him a life pension of 
six thousand rupees per annum, which he continues to enjoy. 

8. We arc of opinion, that it is very natural that his Highness the Raja of 
Sattara should be desirous of himself rewarding the servit:es which Ballajee 
Punt has, on various occasions, rendered to the .Sattara state, but we have felt 
ourselves precluded from giving the sanction of the British Government to the 
acceptance by Ballajee Punt of any grant of the nature proposed by his High¬ 
ness before we have been furnished with the sentinients of your Honourable 
Court on the subject; and as Ballajee Punt is stated to be in a very precarious 
state of health, we venture to solicit that wc may be favoured with as early a 
reply to this reference as may be convet)ient to your Honourable Court. 

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect. 

Honourable Sirs, 

Your most faithful, obedient, and humble servants, 

(Signed) Tjiojia.s McMaiiox, 

J. Fauish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson. 

27th .January, 1841. 

EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated ‘2.1 th January, 1841. 

(No. 528.)—LETTER FROM LIEUTENANT-COLONEL C. OVANS, Letter from the 

RESIDENT AT SATTARA, TO J. P. WILLOUGHBY, ESQ., 

SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, BOMBAY, ” 

(.Tovernment, 

Dated 22nd December, 1840. SriDce. 1S40. 

Sir,—I request you will have the goodness to lay before the Honourable the 
(jovernor in Council the annexed translation of a yad, No. 275, under date 
the tith instant, received from the Raja of Sattara, stating that his Highness 
has been pleased to confer on Ballajee Punt Nathoo euam villages to the ex¬ 
tent of Rs. 8,000 annual revenue. 

2. With regard to this communication, I trust I may be permitted respect¬ 

fully to observe, that, although it may not, perhaps, be considered absolutely 
necessary to submit it for the special sanction of the Honourable the Governor 
T« J know it would be a great satisfaction to Ballajee Punt 

Nathoo to obtain the concurrence of the British Government to this grant, I 
entertain a confident hope, that I may be permitted to convey to this able and 
upright man tlie satisfaction of our Government on this occasion. 

3. It is scarcely necessary for me to enter into a detail of the services of 
Ball^ee Punt Nathoo. His name has now been associated with our own in 
the Deccan for about forty years, and during the whole of this long period of 

2 G time 
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time, lie has stood pre-eminent for wisdom, talent, and unimpeachable integ¬ 
rity. 

4. But, although I feel that I am unable to speak of his worth as it deserves, 
I gladly avail myself of this opportunity of putting on public record the 
testimony of two of the most able of Indian statesmen in his favour, as the 
statements of both these great men, written with their own hands, and given 
to.him on their leaving this country, must, I think, be admitted to be conclu¬ 
sive. 


5. I feel as if it may be considered presumption in me to add one word to 
testimonials such as these. But having had the advantage of Ballujee Punt’s 
assistance for four years, and having known him intimately during this period, 
1 trust I may, also, add my liumble tribute of respect and admiration both of 
his public worth and of his private virtues. 

G. I may also, ])crhaps, be permitted to add, that, acting on his sound and 
judicious advice, his Highness the Raja of Sattara has introduced such whole¬ 
some reforms into the administration of this country, that, if adhered to, can¬ 
not fail of being productive of the greatest bcm'fit to all classes. 

I have the honour to be, &c, 

(Signed) C. Ova ns, 

Sattara Residency, Resident at Sattara. 

22nd December, 1840. 


No. 1. 

Yad from the TRANSLATION OF A YAD (No. 275) FROM HIS HIGHNESS THE 
tlic'ifiTsidcnt SATTARA TO THE RESIDENT, 

6 Dec. 1840. Under date the (^th December, 1840. 

(After Goin])]iinents.) 

The late Te ertlnnoop Mattoushree Mahyce Sahib Maharaj considered Bal- 
lajee Narraiu Natlioo as her own son, and his family as lier own, and she 
always <h:sirecl to provide for them, and to grant liim enam villages (o the 
amount of ten thousand rupees, con.setpiently, certain villages have now been 
granted to the Nathooof the Kuniniall to the amount of ten thousand rupees, 
but which produce a revenue of about eight thousand rupees. In ordt?r that 
this may be known to the British Government, this is written. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) C. OvANs, 

Resident at Sattara. 


No. 2. 

Ballajee Punt Nathoo was connected with the Poona Residency from the 
time of Sir Barry Close, in 1803 or 4. He entered into the Residency em¬ 
ployment about 181G, and in the troubles that followed, and in'the .settlement 
of the country, shewed himself an able, zealous, and trustworthy public 
servant. He was my ]>rincipal Native agent during most of the time I was in 
the Deccan, was consulted by me on all subjects, and gave me every reason 
to be sati.sfied with his judgment and fidelity, 

Bombay, (Signed) M. Elpuin stone. 

November I3th, 1827. 


No. 3. 

Bmnbay, Zrd December, 1830. 

During three years that I have been Governor of Bombay, I have had ample 
opportunities of appreciating the character of Ballajee Punt Nathoo, and well, 

in 



GRANT OF ENAM LANDS. 


115 


in my opinion, docs this distinguished native merit the confidence and friend¬ 
ship which he enjoyed of the late Sir Barry Close and of the Honourable Mr. 
Elphinstonc. He has earned his reputation and his fortune by the services of 
twenty-six years’ employ, during which his ability and integrity have been 
successfully exerted to promote the public service. I have employed him con¬ 
tinually during my residence in the Deccan, and my tours to the southern 
Mahratta country and Guzerat. I have consulted him on all occasions, 
where the feelings and interests of the population and the operation of the acts 
of Government were concerned. I have found his information extensive and 
his advice honest and good. I am grateful for the aid he has given me, and 
recommend him to my successors as one for whom 1 entertain a most sincere 
regard as a private individual and a jiublic servant. 

(Signed) John Max.coi,m. 

True Copies. 

(Signed) C. OvANs, 

Resident at Sattara. 


MINUTE BY THE HONOURABLE THE GOVERNOR, 
(Subscribed to by the Board). 

Dated 9lh January, 1841. 

I entirely concur in the opinion wliieh the Resident has expressed of the 
merits of Ballajeo Punt Nathoo. I have had personal observation of his in¬ 
dustry, zeal, and integrity throughout the late negotiation with the late Raja 
of Sattara, and it is well known to us, that to his exertions we may, in a great 
d(,gTce, attribute a knowledge of those proceedings which unhappily called for 
his deposition; at the same time, it may be observed, that the llaja of Sattara 
being an independent sovereign, is at liberty to reward service rendered to 
liiru of a character so important as tliat w'hich Ballajec l^unt has pt;rfbnned. 
Re is a native of the Sattara state, tliougli formerly he served the British 
Government with advantage to us and credit to himself. For tliis service he 
was suitably rewarded by the (iovermnent of Mr. Elphinstonc, and then retired 
to his native country. Connected as he has beta) with the ITonourablc Com¬ 
pany, it is but natural that he shoidd desire that it had a knowledge of the 
grant that the Raja has conferred upon him before he takes advantage of it, 
and that he seeks its countenance. 

But, before we give our sanction, though T am fully sensible of his merits, 
and would gladly see them recognized in the manner proposetl by the Raja, 
I think it would be better to submit these papers to the Honourable Court 
for such early reply as may be convenient, which we may venture to solicit 
from Ballajeo Punt’s very precarious state of licalth, with our respective senti¬ 
ments on the proposition. 

The Resident should be directed to inform the Raja accordingly. 

(Signed) J. R. Cahnac, 

T. McMahon, 

J, Farisii, 

G. W. Andebion. 
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(No. 630.) —LETTER FROM J. P. WILLOUGHBY ESQ., SECRE¬ 
TARY TO GOVERNMENT, TO THE RESIDENT AT SATTARA.— 
(No. 263 of 1841.) 

Dated 25th Jamuiry, 1841. 


(Political Department.) 

Sir,—I am directed to acknowleds^e the receipt of your letter dated the 22nd 
ultimo, No. 458, reporting that his Ilighiiess the Raja of Sattara has conferred 
oil Ballajec Punt Nathoo enam villages of the annual value of Rupees (8,000) 
eight thousand. 

2. Ill reply, I am desired to inform you, that the Honourable the Governor 
in C'oiincil is fully sensible of the merits of Ballajec Punt, and of the ser¬ 
vices which he has on various occasions rendered both to the British and Sattara 
governments; and while he would be highly gnitified to perceive that his 
Highness the Raja of Sattara rewarded these services by some such mark of 
his approbation as that above alluded to, still the Governor in Council is of 
opinion, that it would be projier before any sanction is given by the British 
Government to the acceptance by Ballajec Punt of the proposed grant of these 
t illages, that a reference should be made to the Honourable the Court of Direc¬ 
tors, in order to ascertain whether that high authority entertains any objec¬ 
tion to the arrangement. 

3. For this purpose, a reference will be made to the Honourable the Court 
of Directors, by the next steamer, and their early decision on the subject will 
be solicited. 


4. The Governor in Council resquests that you will be pleased to make an 
intimation to his Highness the Raja of Sattara to the effect above-mentioned. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Wili.oughbv, 

Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle, 

25th January. 1841. 

True Extract. 

J. P. WlLLOUGlinV, 

Secretary to Government. 


LETTER FROM THE COURT OF DIRECTORS TO THE GOVERN¬ 
MENT OF BOMBAY, 

1th April, (^No. 8) 1841. 

(Political Department.) 

Our Governor in Council at Bombay. 

Para. 1. In your political letter, dated 27th January, (No. 1) 1841, you 
inform us that the Raja of Sattara has conferred upon Ballajee Punt Nathoo 
enam villages of the annual value of Rs. 8,000, and that Ballajee Punt has 
requested the sanction of your Government before accepting the grant. This 
sanction you have not thought it proper to give without a reference to us, and 
you accordingly request our decision, expressing at the same time a high 
sense <jf Ballajee Punt’s merits, and of his services to our own Government, 
and to that of the Raja of Sattara. 

2. Ballajee Punt is a native of the Sattara country, and though a pensioner 
of our Government, is not in our service. We do not now feel that we have any 
concern w'ith the favours which' the Raja of Sattara may think fit to confer 

uoon 
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upon liis own subject?, except in so far as our general riglit of giving advice 
to the Raja might enjpower and require us to check any tendency on his 
part to a liberality excessive in amount, or directed towards notoriously unde¬ 
serving objects, the reverse of which is the case in the present instance. 

We are 

Your loving friends, 

(Signed) W. B. Baylkv, 

G. Lyall, 

W. S. Claiike, 

H. I nNDSAY, 

P. Vans Agnew, 

J. Buyant, 

F. Warden, 

J.AY. IIOGG, 

M. T. Smitu, 

J.. Masterman, 

H. Wir.T.ocK, 

A. Gaedoway, 

II. Alexander, 

Loudon, R. Camvuell. 

the 7th of April, 1841. 
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Resolved, That the Despatches of the Governments of India and 
of the Court of Directors, with tlie IMinutes recorded by Members of 
the Government abroad, and by i\lein}>ers of the Court of Directors, 
in the case of the Raja of Sattara, be ])rinted for the use of the Pro¬ 
prietors. 



SATTARA PAPERS. 


LETTERS FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY.* 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated \5th September 1836. 

1. Wc deeply regret to report to your Honourable Committee, that we have 
received intelligence of a conspiracy existing at Sattara, and, as is alleged, at 
several other Native Courts in India, to seduce our Native troops from their 
allegiance, with the ultimate design, by a combined effort, to subvert the 
British Empire in India. 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Secret Letter from' 
Bombay, '■< 
15 Sept. 1836. } 


2. As the steamer Hugh Lindsay, by which we transmit this letter, will 
leave Bombay with the Overland Mail to-morrow, we regret our inability to 
furnish your Honourable Committee with copies of all the letters we have 
received from the Resident at Sattara on the subject of this important event. 
We are obliged to coniine ourselves, in our present report, to furnishing a 
general outline of the intelligence as yet conveyed to us, and to reporting the 
measures we have adopted to meet the approaching crisis. 

3. In the first place, wc request the attention of your Honourable Com¬ 
mittee to the enclosed copy of a letter we addressed to the Government of 
India, under date the 12th ultimo, which will be found to contain all the in¬ 
telligence we have received up to that date, and likewise a summary of our 
proceedings in consequence, and which, we are happy to state, have been 
approved of by the Right Honourable the Governor General of India in Council. 


4. No further intelligence of consequence was received until yesteiday, 
when, in a letter dated the 10th instant, the Resident at Sattara communicated 
to us some further important information, obtained through the two Native 
ofiiecrs who first denounced the plot, and which, we deeply lament to state, 
scarcely leaves a doubt that his Highness the Raja of Sattara has proved faith¬ 
less to his engagements with the British Government, and that he is, at this 
moment, in league with other powers to subvert our authority in this country. 

o. On the evening of the 7th instant the Resident requested an interview 
with his Highness for the transaction of ordinary business. This being, 
granted, Colonel Lodwick proceeded to the palace; but having previously 
ascertained that the two Native officers, alluded to in our communication to 
the Government of India, had been invited to an interview with the ’Raja, he 
instructed them to accept the invitation. 

6. At the interview with his Highness, the Resident thought he observed a 
slight confusion on his countenance, which, however, gradually disappeared^ 
when business was entered upon. ‘ 

7. The 

* Some letters and passages in this division are omitted, as relating to the conduct of individuals, 
but not bearing on the diarges or evidence against the Rajah. The letters and passages so omitted 
aie indicated bv astei-aVs,, ■ ' 
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. SATTARA 7. The next evening (the 9th instant) it was reported to the Resident, that a 
f P Al ER S, meeting between the two Native officers and the Raja had actually taken 
i^ecrct Letter from place. We beg to refer your Honourable Committee, for information respecting 
Bombay, the conversation which passed between the parties, to the depositions sub- 
Iv 15 Sept. 1836. sequcntly taken from the Native oflBcers, and transmitted to us in Colonel 
> Lodwick’s letter of the 10th instant. 

p: 8. The Resident reports, that these depositions were taken separately, and 

i that full reliance may be placed on their accuracy, not only from the 

respectability of the parties, but likewise from corroborating circumstances 
i, within his knowledge. 

^ 9. The depositions are not so full in details as we could desire, and do not 

contain clear inibrmatiou resj)ecting what Native Courts are in league with 
the Raja. After having, however, succeeded, as he supposed, in seducing 
the Native officers from their allegiance, both of them represent that his High¬ 
ness obsen’ed, “ These infidels of Christians have taken all our country and 
“ wealth; now I am making arrangements for their overthrow, and wish to 
“ tell you of the four following points. 

“ 1st. When there is a rising or fight at lielasore, 1 will give you 
“ notice. 

“ 2d. When a disturbance takes place in Bombay, I will give you 
“ warning. 

“ 3d. When the Mogul army marches from Hyderabad towards Sattara, 
“ I will also give you notice. 

“ 4th. When the Hiiidoostan army arrives on tliis side the Nerbudda, 
“ 1 will give you notice. 

“ Remember these four things. If any other disturbances take place in other 
“ parts of the country, take no notice of them; I am only conciirned in those 
“ I have mentioned to you. I have been making arrangements for the above 
“ business for the last six mouths.” 


10. We cannot, for one moment, suppose that his Highness the Raja of 
Sattara would have embarked in a design like that indicated in his conv(!r.sa- 
tion with the Native officers, unless he felt quite confident of being povverfnily’^ 
supported by the other Native Govcrnmcjits. Your Honourable Committee 
are aware that the Government of Sattara is one of our own creation, and that 
the present Raja was raist;d by us from a [>rison to a throne. His revenues do 
not exceed fourteen lacs of rupees j)er annum, and his military resources art; 
contemptible and totally inadequate for the enterprize he. has undertaken. 
We must, therefore, believe that he is associated with other powers anxiously 
desiring to shake off' our rule; and we infer, that he looks to his Highness 
the Nizam, Seindia, and other Native chiefs, to declare against us, when their 
plans have ])een brought to maturity. 

11. Your Honourable Committee will perceive, that we do not consider the 
time has yet airived for striking a blow against the conspiracy alleged to be in 
progress. We have no reason whatever to doubt the fidelity of our Native 
armies: on the contrary, we led every confidence that, should any of the 
Native Governments rc.sort to hostilities (deeply as we shall lament this 
infatuation), we shall experience no difficulty in resisting their aggre-ssions. 
Under these impressions, we have instructed the Resident at Sattara to adopt 
no measure that would indicate our knowledge of what was in progress, but to 
continue endeavouring to elicit further information regardingtheparties in league 
against us, until he is convinced that secrecy can be no longer maintained. 

12. Wc have not yet determined what course to pursue towards his High¬ 
ness the Raja, whose treachery and infidelity towards us is the more inex¬ 
cusable, from the benefits that have been heaped upon him by the British 
Government. The Government of India, as well as that of Agra, havt; been 
vluly advised of all the information w'c have as yet obtained, and your Honour¬ 
able Committee may rest assured that we shall exercise every precaution, and 
the most watchful vigilance, to meet and resist whatever attempts may be 
made to undermine our authority over the millions which Providence has 
vouchsafed .to consign to av 
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13. A complete set of our proceedings will be transmitted to your Honour¬ 
able Committee by an early opportunity, together with such further informa¬ 
tion as may in the course of events transpire. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) E. Ironside, 

Bombay Castle, J. Parish. 

15th September 1836. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated Z(Mh November 1836. 

1. In continuation of our Despatch dated the 15th September last, we have 
the honour to communicate to your Honourable Committee ouf subsequent 
proceedings connected with the Sattara conspiracy. 

2. In consequence of the gradual increase of the troops in the service of 
his Highness the Raja, and the doubts entertained by the Resident, whether 
Jjis Highness would consent to the surrender of the persons implicated in the 
consijiracy. Colonel Lodwick deemed it advisable to apply for a reinforcement 
of British troops, to be at hand previous to his adopting measures for securing 
them. 

3. The Resident, moreover, stated it to be his opinion, that this conspiracy 
should be checked in its infancy by the effect of some severe examples, and 
that, although nothing had transpired to induce him to alter his opinion of 
there being no necessity for bringing the affair to a crisis, so long as delay 
might be useful towards obtaining information in other quarters, yet, as the 
Dussera approached and Sattara became full of troops, it was important that 
the demand should be followed by instant compliance, or the enforcement of it 
by active measures. 

4. An ill-advised notice of the Sattara affairs appearing in the Bombay 
Courier newspaper, we caused the Resident to be informed of this fact; 
all hough wc could hardly believe that any thing could have been inserted in 
a newspaper, which was not matter of conversation at Sattara. 

■0. In consequence of this intimation, C’ohmcl Lodwick determined upon the 
seizure of the Bramin agent, and which was etrcfited on the morning of the 
7th October, in the lines of the 23d regiment of Native Infantry. Colonel 
Lodwick iininediatcly requested a private audience with the Raja, which took 
])lace aT ten o’clock on the same day. 

G. (.)n entering. Colonel Lodwick observed that his Highness appeared 
mu(;h agitated ; but, on e.vplaiuing the nature t'f his visit, and requiring cer¬ 
tain persons to be given uji, his Highness denied all knowledge of any attempt 
ujion the. fidelity of British troops, and expressed his firm belief that the. result 
would establish the innocence of those accused. 

7. On tire Resident's requiring that immediate orders should be given for 
tlieir apprehension, his Highness .assured him that, within the space of two 
hour.?, they should be made over to him. 

8, During the interview. Colonel Lodwick alluded to the existence of a 
plot against the British Government, and e.\pressed his hope that the Ilaja 
would afford every information in his power; to which his Highness instantly 
replied, that such reports had long been current, but that, so far as he knew, 
they had no foundation. 

y. On this occasion Colonel Lodwick did not deem it advisable to alTude ttv 
his Highness’s interview with the Native officers, as it would answer no good 
<Jnd ; and moreover, being desirous of securing the accused persons as soon as 
possible. Thus ended the interview. 

10, In less T.' 
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arrived .separately, and were confined so as to prevent any mutual intei-course, 
after being (with the exception of the person called Appa Sahib, who was 
released) ideutified by the Native officers. 

11. Among the attendants of the Dewan, the Native officers identified the 
man who on one occasion presented them with paun: this person was imme* 
diately apprehended. Two other respectable persons, named Appa Sahib, 
were sent by the Raja, neither of whom was identified by the Native officers; 
and the Resident declined calling for others, the person in question not ap¬ 
pearing by the depositions to be an important witness, whilst his Highness 
was prepared at any time to give up the person, if identified. 

12. following persons were then placed in separate confinement: 

1. Govind How, Dewan. 

2. Uiitajee, a Bramin. 

3. J^ureshram, Do. 

■ 4. Coosia. 

13. On the receipt of this information, we deemed it advisable to appoint a 
secret Commission, composed of the following gentlemen, viz. : 

Lieutenant-Colonel Lodwick, Re.sident; Sattara : 

J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Political Secretary to Government: 

Lieutenant-tJolonel Ovans, Quarter-Master-general of the Army : 
for the purpose of investigating and reporting upon the conspiracy alleged to 
have been formed. "W e beg to refer your Honourable ('ommiltee to our instruc¬ 
tions to the Commission, copy of which accompanies this letter. 

14. The readiness with which the Raja complied with our clc'uiand to sur¬ 
render the aceu.sed parlies appeared to us remarkable, and involved the ease 
in greater uncertainty; more particulaily as our Resident bail received pri¬ 
vate letters from the Resident at Hyderabad and the Tiieiitenant-Govcrnor of 
Agra, stating their total disbelief ot the coiicurrenec of the jSi'^am, on the one 
hand, and of Holkar and Seiudia, on the other, iii any jilot against our 
Government. It therefore appeared, that the Raja of Sattara was the only 
person of any comsequence to wdiom suspicion attached ; and if so, no ro ison 
of policy appeared to ns, why we should hold out to his Highness any hopes 
of clemency, in the event of his making a candid disclosure of his own trans- 
grcssioiKS. For this reason, we directed the Coinmissioners to use no laiiguago 
to his Highness which would fetter Government in its future jiroceedings. 

15. In communicating our approval to Colonel Lodwick of the measures 
employed by him for securing the accused jiersons, we also caused it to be 
intimated to him, that we should have been more gratified to have learnt that 
no communication had been allowed to take jilace between those ^lersons 
and the Raja, which would have afforded them the opportunity of piecon- 
certing a defence, and that a search for papers in the houses of tlie accused 
would have been desirable. 

16. It is not unlikely that, had tlie accused persons been separately ex¬ 

amined the moment they fell into the Resident’s power, some useful informa¬ 
tion might have been elicited from them, when their minds were confused 
by the terror occasioned by their seizure, and before they had the opportunity 
of concerting a tale. , 

17. The Resident, in explanation, stated, that the search for jiajicrs had not 
been noticed in his instructions, and that it appeared extremely doubtful at 
the tune, whether his Highness would consent to give up the accused, and 
that, having no authority to search for papers in houses within the town, it 
might naturally have been expected that he should have met with op- 
pu.sition. 

18. -In the same letter the Resident reported, that on inquiry he found, 
Hiat alter lu.s departure from the palace a meeting took place between the 
Raja and Govind Row, of less than a quarter of an hour’s duration, and that 
not in piivate. None of tlie other persons had any communication with his 
H ighness or with each other. 

ID. Up 



19. Up to the date oif the Resident’s letter of the 13th October, nothing of SATTARA 

ijoaportapce had been elicited from the prisoners. PAPERS, j 

20. We shall do ourselves the honour to report to your Honourable Com- Secret 

. mittee the result of the proceedings of the Secret Commission as early as 30 Norjfee ^ 
practicable. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) R. Geant, j 

J. Keame, 

Bombay Castle, Enw. Ieonsjde, 

30th November, 183G. J. Fabish. :v| 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, Secret Utter 

Bombay, 

Dated \ llh January 1837. 17 Jan. 1837; *| 

•-‘K 

1. In our letter dated the 30th November last, we reported to your Honour¬ 
able Coiiimittce, that we had appointetl a Secret Commission for the purpo.se 
of investigating the conduct of his Highness the Raja of Sattara, who was 
accused of having held a clandestine interview with two Native officers of the 
23d regiment of Native Infantry, for the purpose ofeudeavouring to seduce them 
from their allegiance. 

2. We avail ourselves of the despatch of an overland mail by the Hugh 
Lindsay steamer, to acquaint your Honourable Committee that the report of the 
Commission has since been received, and is now engaging our attentive and 
serious consideration. These proceedings are too voluminous to be transmitted 
on the present occasion, but they shall be forwarded to your Honourable 
Committee by an early opportunity. 

3. In the mean time, we have mucli pleasure in informing your Honourable 
Committee, that nothing like a combination of the Native powers of India 
appears to have been formed against the British Government. 

4. Wc, however, deeply lament to report, that we have no doubt that the 
interview between his Highness the Raja and tlu; .Native officers actually took 
place; and, although the objects of his Highness appear at present altogether 
inexplicable, we have no doubt that the intention of the interview was, as 
originally reported, treasonable towards the power by whom he has been so 
long protected. 

5. Wc shall, in communication with the Government of India, determine 
upon the manner hr which this flagrant breach of existing treaties and the ties 
of friendship should be noticed, and report the same to your Honourable Com¬ 
mittee as early as practicable. 

6. We further beg to mention, that the person alluded to in our former 
reports as Govind Row, Dewan, having been clearly proved to have held two 
interviews with the Native officers, of a similar treasonable nature, we have 
caused him to be removed to Poona, and to be there confined as a State 
pri.soner, under Regulation XXV. of 1827, until we receive the instructions of 
the Government of India for his final disposal. 

.Wehave, &c. 

(Signed) R. Gbant, 

EnW. Ilt^NSlDE, 

J. Fabish. 


Bombay Castle, 
17th January 1837.' 
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.. Secret Letter from 
1 ;' Bombajr, 

1 April 1837. 


'.cret Letter from 
Bombay, 

?8 April 18.37. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

^ Dated Ijr/ April 1837. 

1. Agreeably to the promise contained in our letter of the 17th January last, 
wc have the honour to transmit to your Honourable Committee copy of the 
report of the Secret Commission recently assembled at Sattara, for the purpose 
of investigating the conspiracy alleged to have been formed at that place, 
together with copy of the proceedings of the Commission which accom¬ 
panied it. 

2 . We have also the honour to forward a copy of our resolutions founded 
on the above report, which were unanimously agreed to at an Extraordinary 
Council held on the 12th December 183(5, from which your Honourable Com¬ 
mittee will learn the degree of guilt which, in our opinion, has been established 
against his Highness the Raja of Sattara. 

3. Copies of our several minutes recorded on the occasion, and containing 
our sentiments on the course which should be pursued towards his Highness, 
are also forwarded for your Honourable Committee’s information. 

4 . We have transmitted to the Government of India copies of the above 
documents, and have requested to be favoured, a.s early as may be pj'acticable, 
with their instructions upon this difficult and important question. 

5 . We have also requested to be favoured with the instructions of the 
Government of India as to the disposal of Govind How, Dewan, and Uutajt:e 
the Bramin agent, now in confinement at Poona as state prisoners. 

C. We have not yet received any answ(;r to a reference which we caused to 
be made to the Government of Agra, regartling certain communications alleged 
to have taken place between his llighness the Raja of Sattara and the ex-Raja 
of Nagpore, alluded to in the Commission’s procecding.s. 

7. Copies of such proceedings relative to the Sattara conspiracy, received 
subsequent to our report of the 17th .January last, are also forwarded for your 
Honourable Committee’s information. 

8 . Wc shall lose no time in transmitting to your Honourable Committee 
the decision of the Government of India, as to the punishment to be awarded 
to his Highness the Raja of Sattara. 

We have, ^tc. 

(Signed) R. Guaxt, 

Bombay Castle, .1. Farism. 

1st April 1837. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 2m April 1837. 

1 . In continuation ol' our despatch of the 1st instant, we have the honour 
to submit to your Honourable Committee the accompanying copy of a minute 
by our Right Honourable President, and the documents connected with it, 
concurred in by the other members of the Board, relative to affairs at Sattara, 
and the recent inquiry instituted into the Raja’s j)roceedings. 

2 . In forwarding these documents, we beg to inform your Honourable Com¬ 
mittee, that the time fixed for the departure of the Ilugh Lindsay does not 
admit of our addressing you formally and in detail, .by letter, on the points 
discussed in our Right Honourable President’s minute; but deeming it of 
Importaucc that the information which it contains should reach you as early 
ji-s possible, wc trust we shall be excused having forwarded it in its present 
'state. 


3. We 



GO^RNMENTeP BOMBAY ^ ' 7 

3. We beg to add, that these documents will be immediately forwarded to SATTABA 
the Government of India, in continuation of the proceedings we have already PAPERS, 
transmitted to that authority. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

Bombay Castle, J. Keane, 

28tli April 1837. J. Parish. 

SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated lAth June 1837. 

1 . In continuation of our letters dated as per margin,* relative to tlie Sattara 
conspiracy, we have the honour to lay before your Honourable Committee an 
extract from our proceedings connected with the subject. 

2 . In submitting these proceedings, we beg to solicit your Honourable Com¬ 
mittee’s attention to the minutes recorded by our Right Honourable I’resident, 
under dates the 8th and 11th April and .'ith .Tune 1837, regarding the super¬ 
session of Colonel Lodwick as Resident at Sattara, and the appointment of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans (Quartei’-Mastcr-geucral of the Army of tliis Presi¬ 
dency) to officiate in that capacity, as also to the instructions issued to that 
officer on his appointment. 

3. We further beg to solicit your Honourable Committee’s attention to the 
following extract from a letter from the Secretary to the Government of India, 
under date the 22d May last, in reply to our references to that Government on 
the subject of the Sattara consjiiracy, 

“ The Governor General in Council cannot agree with the Bombay Govern- 
“ nient, that it is expedient t<j adopt a middle course in this case. The report 
“ of the Commissioners convicts the Raja of an attempt to coirupt the fidelity 
“ of our troops, and of plotting the subversion of our rule, and if he is guilty he 
“ is guilty of an offence with which there should be no compromise, nor can 
“ his Lordship in Council admit the principle, that in a case like the present, 

“ the British Government should, from fear of imputations on the purity of its 

motives, refrain from the jilain course of resuming territories and power, 

“ when those who have been entrusted with them are using them for its 
“ destruction. In such a case, his Lordship in Council is of ofiinion, that the 
“ treason should recoil upon those who contrived it, and should be made, at 
“ the same time, a source of additional strength to the British Government. 

“ The first impression of his Lordshiji in Council upon this case was, that, in 
“ the event of the reigning Raja being finally pronounced guilty, and as it then 
“ seemed probable that his-nearest connections, and the great majority of his 
“ Court, were innocent and unconscious of his supposed evil designs, the best 
“ and most moderate course would be, to set him aside, anil to put his brother, 

“ or other best qualified member of the familyi in his stead; taking, however, 

" the opportunity of reducing the amount of military force which should be 
“ maintained by any reigning Raja, and providing for the support of a body of 
“ horse, under British officers, from the resources of the Sattara State. A 
“ body, however, of one hundred and fifty horse would seem "to be much too 
“inconsiderable, with reference to the amount of the revenues of the prin-' 

“ cipality. 

“ Jiut the papers contained in yoiir letter of subsequent date have sliaken the 
“ confidence which the Governor General in tJouucil was disposed to place in 
“ the innocence of Appa Sahib, the brother of the Raja, and of others who 
“ have exercised influence in the government of that State ; and he might refer 
“ to page lfi.i> of Major Sutherland’s sketches, for opinions but little favourable. 

“ to Appa Sahib’s character. 

* lath Sept, nnd 30th Nov. 1836; list and 28th April 1837. 

Si, .. 
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Secret Letter from 
Biimbny, 

10 July 1837. 


“ In the petition, (supposing it to be a genuine document) of the mother of 
“ Govind Row, there is an air of earnestness and of truth which would justify 
“ further investigation; and if the whole of the Raja’s family should be irnpli- 
“ cated in treasonable designs, his Lordship in Council would not hesitate to 
“ recommend that they be altogether set aside, and the territories annexed to 
“ the British territory. 

“ The Right Honourable the Governor of Bombay in Council will have rc- 
“ marked, that by the communication of the Lieutenant-Governor of Agra of 
“ the 8th April last, the allegations of intercourse between the Raja of Sattara 
“ and theex-Raja of Nagpore are certainly in some degree corroborated, and 
“ in no respect contradicted, though the particulars of that intercourse do not 
“ appear; and upon this, upon the authenticity of the petition supposed to be 
“ that of the mother of Govind Row, and upon the truth of the charges 
“ advanced in that petition, it is most desirable that the most accurate infor- 
“ m-ation shouhl be obtained. Ilis Lordship in Council looks with anxiety 
“ for the further comments promised by your letter of the 9th March, and for 
'• the answer to the letter addressed by you to the Political Agent of the 
•' Southern Mahratta country, as well as for any other information which might 
“ throw light on the subject. 

“ We will also be glad to be pul in possession of the details of the disputes 
“ which have existed between tlic Raja of Sattara and his .lagheerdars, and of 
” the complaints which may have been made thereupon. 

“ Although, for the reasons above stat(^d, the case cannot be said to be ripe 
“ for decision, his Lordship in Council has deemed it advisable to convey to 
“ the Right Honourable the Governor in Council the intimation of the views 
“ which he now entertains on thi.s important (jucstion; and, in conclusion, I 
“ am desired to state, that, in the opinion of the Governor General in Council, 
“ the individuals apprehended on suspicion of being implicated in this afliiir, 
“ should remain in confinement for the jnesent as state jnisoners. ’ 

4 . Having laid before your Hononrabic Comiuittee the whole of thecorres- 
pondenee on this important que.stion, from the date of its origin to the appoint¬ 
ment of Lieutenant-C'olonel Ovans, we shall do our.selvc.s the honour to report 
to your Honourable Committee subsequent proceedings as they occur. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Kcank, 

Bombay Castle, J. Fauisii. 

24th June, 1837. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Data/ 19/// Julj/ 1837. 

With rclerence to Colonel Lod wick's examination before the Commission 
assembled at Sattara for tiic purjjose of investigating the conspiracy alleged 
to have been formed at that place, and to onr letter, dated the 1st April last, 
forwarding the Gonimission's proceedings and report thereon, we have the 
honour to lay before your Honourable Committee copies of the documents 
noted in the annc.\cd list, connected with the subject. 

• We liave, &c. 

(Signed) J. Keank, 

Bombay Castle, J. Parish. 

19th July, 1837. 
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SECRET LETTER FROM BQMBAY, 

Dated IGth August 1837. 

1 . In continuation of onr former despatches regarding the Sattara conspi¬ 
racy, we have the honour to acquaint your Hunoumble Committee, that 
Iaeutcnant-Colonel Ovaus has elicited much additional evidence, not only 
in confirmation of the fact of his Highness the Raja having attempted to 
>cdnce our troops, but likewise in pioof of his having for some years past 
inamtaiucd a treasonable intercourse with the ex-Raja of Nagpore, ii‘ not with 
other chiefs in India. 

2 . The Acting Resident's inquiries arc not, we beg to state, yet .sufiicit'ntly 
.xdvanced to enable u.s to make a report on the present occasion, but we 
hope to be able to .submit to your Iloiioiirable Oimmittee tull paiticulars of 
the result of those impiiries by the steamer which will leave Bombay for 
the Red Sea in the month of September. 

M e have, &c. 

(Signed) It. Gra nt, 

Bombay Castle, John Klane, 

ICth August, 1837. .1, Farish. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY. 

Dated VJth August 1837. 

1 . In continuation of our letter of tlie lOth instant, relative to the late c:ou- 
.•ipiracy at Sattara, we have the honour to lay litrfore your Honourable Committee 
copy of a report from Colonel Ovans, the Acting Resident at his Highness’s 
Court, dated the, 7th instant, with its several enclosures, connected with the 
subject, together with copy of a minute by our Right Honourable President, 
dated the 15th- instant, recorded on tlic occasion, in which we fully concur. 

2 . Copies of the letters which we have caused to be written to the Govern¬ 
ment of Agra and the Acting Resident on the subject are herewith forwarded, 
and we beg to inform your 1 lonourable (amimittee, that a communication to 
llu^ Government of India, to the e.tfect suggested in our President's minute, 
will be made without loss of time. 

Wc have, &e. 

(Signed) .Iotin Keawe, 

Bombay Castle, J. Parish. 

19th August, 1837. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 25th September 1837. 

With reference to our letter, dated the IGth ultimo, connected with the 
Sattara affairs, wc have the honour to transmit to your Honourable Committee by 
this opportunity, copies of reports, as per annexed list, from Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nel Ovans, the Acting Resident at his Highness’s Court, on the same subject, 
together with the several minutes and instructions founded thereon. 

Wc have, &c. 

(Signed) R. Gr'ant, , 

Bombay Castle, J. F.arish. 

‘■25th September 1837. 


sattara 

HAVERS. 

Secret Letter froi 
Uonibay, 

16 Aug. 1S37. 


Secret Letter frora.;;^ 
Uombay, 

19 Aug. 1837. ^ 


Secret Letter &b 
Ilumbay, 
as Sept. 1837. 
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^Political Letter 
' irom Bombay, 
85 Sept. 1837. 


> 9 Cret Letter from 
f Bombay, 
k 85 Sept. 1837. 


■scret Letter from 
Bombay, 

21 Oct, 1837. 


secret Letter from 
Bombay, 

23 Oct. 1837. 


POLITICAL LETTER FROM BOMBAY. 
Dated the 25th September, No. 56 of 1827. 
****** 
****** 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 
Dated 25th Septetnber 1837. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 2\st October 1837, 

In continuation of our letter of the 25tli ultimo, forwarding copies of tint 
several reports from the Acting Resident at Sattara, as per list which accom¬ 
panied it, we have now the honour to lay before your llonoarable Coininittee 
copy of a further report from Lieutenant-Colonel Ovatis, dated the (Jth 
ultimo, with its several enclosures, of a minute recorded by our Right 
Honourable President thereon, under date the 22nd September last, con¬ 
curred in by tbe other Members of Government, and the instructions issued 
in con.sequence, relative to the removal of Bulwunt Row ('hitnave<;s from 
Sattara to Poona, there to be confined, as a state prisoner, until further 
orders. 

We have, &e. 

CSighed) R. Guavt, 
Bombay Castle, .1. Fa his ii. 

21st October 1837. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 23rd October 1837. 

1 . in continuation of our letter dated the 21st instant, forwarding copy of 
a report from the Acting Resident at Sattara dated the Gtli ultimo, and of 
the proceedings thereon, relative to the removal of Bulwunt Row Chitnavees 
from Sattara to Poona, we have the honour to transmit to your Honourable 
Committee an extract from our proceedings in the Secret Department, as 
per annexed list, connected with Dr. Milne’s projected visit to Sattara, and 
of that gentleman’s having espoused the Raja’s cause. 

2 . Should we not have time to forward the subsequent proceedings in 
this case, copies thereof shall be transmitted to your Honourable Committee 
by the steamer, which will leave this in November next. 

• Wc have, &c. 

(Signed) R. Guaxt, 
Bombay Castle, .1. Faiu.sii, 

23rd October 1837. 
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SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY. 

Dated 21th November 1837. 

1. With reference to our letter, dated the 23rd October last, forwarding an 
extract from our proceedings connected with Dr. Milne's proposed visit to 
Sattara, and stating that that gentleman had espoused the Raja’s cause, we 
have now the honour to lay before your Honourable Committee the accom¬ 
panying copies of further letters from Dr. Milne, dated as per margin,* 
handing to us, for transmission to Bengal, his communications of the same 
dates to the Secretary to the Government of India, explanatory of the Sattara 
intrigues. 

2 . On a perusal of these documents, your Honourable Committee will ob- 
.serve that Dr. Milne has endeavoured to shake the case against the Raja, by 
laying before the Supreme Government certain depositions and other docu¬ 
ments. which, he boldly asserts, ])rovo the fallacy of the charges against the 
Dewan, CJovind Row, and even the Raja himself, 

3. In his communication of the 28th September, Dr. Milne has thought 
proper to cast some unjust imputations on the character of the men of the 
23d Regiment of Native Infantry, founded on a notice issued by the Resi¬ 
dent to the Sattara Government on the regiment's fust anival at that place 
in the year 1833, not to give the men credit in the town of Sattani, to avoid 
disputes, and which is in coiilonnity with a cu.stom prevailing in all military 
ba/,aurs. 

4. The Acting He.sident, however, in his despatch of the llth Getober, 
refutes, m a most satisfactory manner, the aspersions \\hieh Dr. Milne has 
thought proper to east on one of the finest and best-behaved corps of the army 
of this Presidency. 

We now beg to draw your Honourable (’omniittee’s attention to the 
letters from the (lovernment of India under dati-s the 2d and 16th October, 
relatirt to the Sattara intrigues, on which wc have for the present refrained 
from otlering any comment. We cannot, however, conceal the fact, that 
we have perused Mr. Macnaghten’s lettiT of the 2d October with equal sur¬ 
prise and regret; and we have no hesitation in stating if to be our firm belief, 
that if the course suggested in the concluding part of that document be 
pursued, the credit of the British (iovernmeut will be seriously impaired. 
Vl'^e have, llicietore, earnestly entroiiled the Government«of India to susi>end 
their judgment on the Sattara ca.se until the Acting Resident shall have 
brought his inquiries to a close, stating at the same time, that it is our inten¬ 
tion to communicate hereafter our sentiments on the Sattara case generally, 
accompanied by such ob.servations as may occur to us on their letters above 
adverted to. 

6 . We have also directed the Acting Resident to prepare a digest of, and 
report on, the whole of the evidence taken on the Sattara case, with all prac¬ 
ticable expedition ; and we have further instructed him to act, as far as prac- 
^cable, m conformity to the wishes of the (Joveriiment of India, as conveyed 
Ill their letter of the l<5th October, namely, to bring impiines already com¬ 
menced to an early conclusion, and to abstain from further inquiries of a 
collateral nature. 

7. Wc also beg to call your attention to Lieutcnant-Coloiicl Ovans’s letter 
of 24th September, iii which that officer states that he had received secret in¬ 
formation that attempts were making in Bombay by the agents of the Raja 
ol Sattara to bribe the Native officers of the 23d regiment of Native 
Infantiy to falsify the statements formerly made by them against his Highness/ 
•as to his endeavouring to seduce the Native troops from their allegiance; and, 
'Him the inquiries instituted, we have reason to believe that the sum of rupees 

. ten 

• 28th Sept.; 7th, 12th, and 26th OcU; and 4th Nov. 1837. 
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ten thousand has been sent to Bombay by the Raja, which, [remittance, is 
quite clear, has not been made for any good purpose. 

We have, &c. 


Bombay Castle, 
27th November 1837. 


(Signed) R. CaANT, 

Enw. Ikonsidk, 
J. Fauisii. 


Secret Letter from 
i Bombay, 

SO Nov. 1837. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated ‘M)th November 1837. 


1. In continuation of our letter of the 27th instant, forwarding copies of 
various communications from Dr. Milne, dated as per margi»,* regarding the 
case of hi.s Highness the Ra ja of Sattara, we have now the honour to lay before 
your Honourable Committee copies of despatches from the Acting Resident at 
Sattara of dates noted in the raargin,f commenting on Dr. Milne’s com¬ 
munications of the 12th and 26th October and 4th instant, together with the 
several minutes recorded by our Right I lonourable President thereon, and 
which have our full concurrence. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 
Bombay Castle, J. Farish. 

30th November 1837. 


Secret Letter from SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

’ Bombay, 

28 March 1838 Dated 2Ht// March, No. 1 of 18.38. 

1. We avail ourselves of the departure of the Berenice to acquaint your 

’ Honourable Committee that the affairs ol'the Raja of Sattara arc still engaging 

our best consideration. 

2. We deeply regret to inform your Honourable Committee that we have 
received some lurther reports fi'om the Acting Rcsidtuil at Sattara, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans, regarding an improper intereour.se maintained by the Raja for 
several years with the authorities at Goa, and likewise with the e.\-Raja of 
Nagpore at .loud pore. 

3. In .support of each accu.sation, there is laid before us a mass of evidence, 
oral and documentary ; and the Acting Resident has recorded his opinion, that 
each is fully established against the Raja. 

4. From the vast number of the documents, and the necessary extent of 
LieutenaiiK'olonel Ovans's de.spatches, it is physically impo.s.sible to prepare 
copies for transmission by the present overland packet, but we trust that 
nothing will prevent their being transmitted by that of April. 

5. Our object, in the meantime, is to entreat that your Honourable Committee 
will suspend your judgment on the case, and to assure you that we will use 
.our best endeavours to place before, you the whole of the transactions it em¬ 
braces in the clearest possible light, and, at the same time, to submit, as we arc 
in duty bound to do, the most carefully and impartially considered opinion that 
we can form. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

Bom.bay Castle, J. Farish, 

f^Sth March 1838. G. W. Anderson. 
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SECRET LETTER FROJVI BOMBAY, 

Dated 25th April, No. 2 of 1838. 

1. With reference to our letter dated the 28th ultimo, we regret to report, 
for the information of your Honourable Committee, that we have been 
unable to prepare our proposed communication on the case of his Highness 
the Raja of Sattara, in time for despatch by the steamer, which will leave 
Bombay on the 27th instant. 

2. We can assure your Honourable Committee, that we have striven 
hard to redeem the pledge given in our letter above-mentioned ; but the 
documents which we have to submit for your consideration are so im¬ 
mensely voluminous, and the case one of such grave importance, and re¬ 
quiring so much and attentive deliberation, that we have failed in our 
object, and can only trust to the indulgence of your Honourable Com¬ 
mittee to excuse a delay which is absolutely unavoidable. 

3. We beg leave to add, however, that the case is in a considerable state 
of forwardness, and will certainly be transmitted by the next opportunity; 
and, in the meantime, we have only respectfully to repeat our request, 
that your Honourable Committee will be pleased to postpone your decision 
on the. charges preferred against his Highness the Raja of Sattara until 
the receipt of our report, which, m'c doubt not, will fully explain the ex¬ 
traordinary conduct and proceedings of that prince. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

Hombay Castle, J. Farish, 

2.0th April 1838. G. W. Andebson. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 19/A Map, No. 3 of 1838. 

1. In our despatch dated the 2.0th ultimo, we promised to transmit to your 
Honourable Committee the whole of our proceedings connected with the case 
of the Raja of Sattara, by the overland mail to be tlcspatched by the steamer 
of the present month, and which has since been timed to leave Bombay on 
the 21st instant. 

2. With the view of* redeeming this pledge, our Right Honourable Presi¬ 
dent recorded a minute on the 15th instant, proposing that the proceedings 
should be forwarded; but that, as there was not sufficient time for his 
civil colleagues to form their oi)inions on the immense body of evidence by 
which the case is supported, tliat his own opinion only should be Irans- 
mitted, and the collective opinion of Government be submitted by the follow¬ 
ing opportunity. 

3. In a subsequent minute, however, dated the 18th instant, our President 
expressed Ins regret, that he w^as obliged, in some degree, to deviate from his 
lirst intentions, for that he found it quite impossible to complete the series of 
niimites he had to submit before the 21st instant, the day fi.xed for the depar-*^ 
ture of the Berenice steamer, 

4. lie therefore proposed, that our present report should be confined ex¬ 
clusively to the Raja of Sattara’s intrigues, during a long course of years, 
with the authorities of the Portuguese settlement of Goa. 

5. We therefore respectfully solicit the attention of your Ilonourable’Com-i 
mittee to our President’s two elaborate minutes, dated the 5th and 15th 
instant, commenting on the evidence obtained on this part of the case, wdiich, 
in his opinion, is most fully and completely substantiated against the Raja. 
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' nalvire of the caso does not admit of an analysis. Both minutes 

Lave been drawn U[) in such a coniiirchciisive manner, as will, we think, 
^Secret Letter from enable your Honourable Committee to form an accurate judgment on the 

I' Bombay, . llaja’s conduct; and, in all their detaihs, they will be found amply verified 

| : 19 May 1838. jjy proceedings which accompany this despatch. The first minute exclu- 

I sively relates to the evidence obtained at Sattara; the second, to the evidence 

I obtained by Mr. Dunlop at Dharwar, and by Mr. Spooner at Rutnaghecry ; 

?■ : the two last inquiries, as your IlonouraWe Committee will perceive, having 

been conducted quite independently of that carried on at Sattara, and also of 
; one another. 


7. In his minute of the IHth instant, our President briefly recapitulates the 
further minutes which it is his intention to submit on this important case. 
These are to embrace the following subjects :— 


1st. Remarks on the Raja of Saltara’s intercourse with Moodhojee 
Bhonsleh, the ex-Raja of INagporc. On thi.s subject our President Iras 
already recorded Ids opinion, that tin; alleged intercourse is fully proved ; 
and further, that its objects were treasonable towards the British Govern¬ 
ment. 


2d. Remarks on a .statement or confession made by Appa Sahib, the 
Raja of Satlara’s brother, in which he acknowledges Ids having, though as 
he alleges under the influence of fear, participated in one flagrant act of 
treason committed by the Raja. 

3d. A final minute : first, in recapitulation of the various intriguc.s 
proved against the Raj.a; secondly, in explanation of the real key to the 
Raja’s conduct; and tliirdly, shewing how, in our President’s opinion, 
the ca.se ought ultimately to be <li.s])n.scd of. 

8. We beg to assure your Honourable Coniiidttc'e, ti)at we shall make 
every' exertion to Vning these jwoceedings to an early Icrniination. Although 
wc regret our inability to forward them complete, by' this opportunity, the 
delay' will not, wc conceive, be allogiitlicr without advantage, inusmueb as the 
o[>inions ol’ this Government collectively' will accompany our final despatch. 

Wc have, i^vc. 

(Signed) R. Gran'J', 

Bombay (Castle, .1. Paki.sii, 

lyth May, 1838. G. W. Aivder.son. 


Jecret Letter from SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

ISonihRy. 

21 May 1838. 21.st Mm/, No. 5 of 1838. 

In continuation of our letter of the 19lh instant, relative to the Sattara 
intrigues, we have the honour to transmit to ymur Honourable Committee the 
accompanying copies of minutes recordtsl by the Honourable Mr. Farish, and 
the Honourable Mr. Anderson, dated the 17th inst-ant and this date, respec¬ 
tively, containing their sentiments on the conduct of his Highness the Raja 
of Sattara, so tar as relates to the j)roctecdings commented on in our Right 
Honourable President’s minute of the 5th iiistaut. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

Bombay Castle, J. Parish, 

21st May, 1838. G. W. Anderson. 


;ret Letter from SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Bombay, } 

iJunc 1838. . • 2:tated June, No. 6 of 1838. 

1. In continuation of our letters dated the 10th and 2i'sf ultimo, we avail 
ourselve.s of the unexpected dep-arture of the Skmiramis steamer to the Persian 

Gulf, 
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Gulf, to transmit to your Honourable Committee eo])ies of further minutes 
recorded by our Right Ilonourabie, President, and by the Honourable Mr. 
Parish, and tin; Honourable Mr. Anderson, on the case of the Raja of Sattara, 
namely: 

1st. Minute, dated the 24th ultimo, containing our President’s remarks 
on the Raja of Sattara’s intercourse with Moodhojee Bhonsleh, the 
ex-Rajah of Nagpore. 

2d. Minute Iry the Honourable Mr. Parish, dated the 31st ultimo, on 
the same subject. 

3d. Minute by the Honourable. Mr. Anderson, of this date, on the 
same subject. 

4th. Minute, dated tlie 2<ith ultimo, containing our President’s remarks 
on the statement or confes.sion made by A]ipa Sahib, the Raja of Sat¬ 
tara’s brother, adverted to in the seventh paragraph of our letter of the 
19th ultimo. 

5th. Minute dated the 31.st ulti.nio, in which our President has reviewed 
the case of tlie Raja of Sattara, has explained tiie key to his extra¬ 
ordinary proceedings, and has recorded his sentiments as to how the 
case should be finally disposed of. 

2. We have also the honour to transmit by this opportunity, copies of the 
whole of the correspondonee on which the above minutes are founded, as per 
accompanying list. 

3. On the first subject, your Honourable Committee will perceive that it is 
the unanimous opinion of tlii.s Oovcrniuent, that aa intercourse between the 
Raja of Sattara and the ex-Raja f)f Nagpore has been I'ully established ; and 
further, that the object of tliat intercourse was hostile and treasonable towards 
the British Government. 


4. On the second and third subjects, the opinion ol‘ our President has imly 
yet been recorded ; but those of the civil members ol' the (.lovernment will be 
submitted to your Honourable Committee by the next opportunity. 

5. By this opportunity, however, we have the honour to forward copy of a 
minute recorded by the Honourable. Mr. Parish oii the J9th ultimo, uiul of a 
miimlc recorded l>y tlie Honovirablc Mr. Anderson oii the ‘22d ultimo, con¬ 
taining their opinion.s on the evidence obtained at Hharwar and Rutnagheory, 
in connexion with the Raja of Sattara’s intrigues at Goa, and to which we beg 
to solicit the attention of your Honourable Committee. 

We have, ilc. 

(Signed) R. Gjiant, 

Bombay Castle, .1. Faimsu, 

1st .Tunc 1838. G. W. Anuerson. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BO.VIBAY, 

Dated \2tli June, No. 7 n/'1838. 

In continuation of our letter dated the 1st instant, we have the honour to 
transmit to your Honourable Committee copies of further minutes recorded by 
our Right Honourable President, and by the Honourable Mr. Parish and the 
Honourable Mr. Anderson, dated as per margin,* on the. case of his Highness 
the Raja of Sattara, tc)gether Avith copy of the letter, which we have caused to 
l>e addressed to the Secretary to the Right Honourable the Governor General o|. 
India, forwarding the further proceedings of this Government in the above case. 

We have, See. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

Bombay Castle, J. Parish, 

J2th June 1838. G. W. Anderson. 

* Mioute by the Honourable Mr. Farisli, - dated 4th June. 

Do .. .. do .. .. Mr Anderson, dated 7 th — 

Do .. .. do .. .. Governor, .. dated 8th — 

Do .. .. do .. .. Mr. Anderson, dated 9tb — 
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LETTERS FROM THE 


SATTAEA 

PAPERS.' 

leeret Letter from 
Bombay, 

3 July 1837. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY. 

Dated 'id July, No, 10 of 1838. 

1. With reference to our letters, dated as per margin, •regarding the Sattara 
intrigues, we have the honour to transmit to your Honourable Committee the 
accompanying copy of a despatch from the Acting Resident at Sattara, dated 
the 25th ultimo, together with the translation of a further yad from Geerjahbye, 
the mother of OoVind Row, Dewan, dated the 12th of last month, and other 
documents on the same subject. 

2. The information contained in the above documents is, in our opinion, of 
considerable importance. 

1st. As confirmatory of the genuineness of Geerjahbye’s petition : 

2d. As proving the great eftbrts made at Sattara to induce her to disown 
that petition: 

3d. As corroborative of the fact of the Goa intrigues having become 
known to Colonel Robertson : 

4th. As illustrating the nature of the proceedings of the Raja’s agents 
in England. 


3. It is a singular fact, that his Highnc.ss the Raja of Sattara should have 
first been apprised of Geerjahbye’s petition from England. 

4. We have forwarded copies of the above documents to the Right Honour¬ 
able the Governor tieneral of India, and have instructed the Acting Resident 
at Sattara to adopt the most efficient means in his power for protecting 
Geerjahbye, should such become necessary. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Farisii, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson. 

3d July 1838. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

ecret Letter from 

A JOa/ed 5th Sqdetiihci', No. 20 of 1838. 

1. In continuation of our previous despatches relating to the conduct of the 
Raja of Sattara, we have the lionour to transmit to your Honourable Committee, 
copies of letters from the Acting Resident at Sattara, dated as per margin,f 
submitting extracts from a correspondence carried on with the Raja by one of 
his agents at Bombay, named Rungoba. 

2'. For a review of the jirincipal facts and circumstances alluded to in this 
correspondence, we beg to refer your Honourable Committee to a minute 
recorded by our President on the 24th ultimo. 

3. From internal evidence, it is manifest that this correspondence is con¬ 
ducted under the direction and advice of Dr. Milne, who must therefore be 
considered responsible lor its highly objectionable tone and tenor. 

4. It throws considerable light on the attempt made by the Raja of Sattara 
to free himself from the dangerous position in which he is placed. It proves 
that he has numerous agents in Bombay, some of whom have acted indepen¬ 
dently of Dr. Milne, who has strongly remon.strated against their proceedings, 
and has insisted, and apparently with some success, that he alone ought to be 
employed. It also shews, that the Raja has, through Dr. Milne, entered into 
an extensive correspondence with persons in Englan4, and that agents have 
proceeded thither to advocate his cause. 

* 19th and Slst Mny; and Istjmd 12th June 1838. 
f 15t)i Feb.; 17th March ; 25th April; 31st May; 15th and 16th Aug. 1838. 


The 
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5. The most important circumstance, however, revealed by this correspon¬ 
dence, is the shameful use, or rather abuse, of the liberty of the press which 
Dr. Milne has been guilty t)f; disgraceful in the case of any one, but more 
especially in that of a pensioned servant of Government. 

6. Dr. Milne now stands forth as the author of the gross libels against this 
Government which have on various occasions appeared in the Bombay Gazette 
newspaper; and what is still more criminal, these libels have, in some cases, 
been transmitted by his direction to the Raja of Sattara, in order to shew liis 
contempt of Goverament, and his power to vilify them and their officers, and 
thereby to maintain his influence over the Raja’s mind, 

7. In order to enable your Honourable Committee to form your own judg¬ 
ment on the libellous effusions to which we refer, we transmit with this 
de.spatch :— 

1st. Such extracts from the above newspaper relating to the Sattara case, 
as are actually alluded to in Rungoba's correspondence as having been 
sent to the Raja: 

2d. Extracts of a similar nature, which are not alluded to in that part 
• of the correspondence bel'ore us: 

Wc have only further to add, that Dr. Milne’s connection with the Gazette 
press is matter of public notoriety, and that Mr. McDonald, late editor of 
that paper, is believed to have proceeded to England to advocate the Raja’s 
cause. 

8. It will remain with your Honourable Committee to determine, whether a 
pensioned servant of (lovernnient should be allowed with impunity, and for 
the w'orst of purposes, thus clandestinely to make use of the press, as an engine 
for bringing the Government of this country into disrespect, and charging those 
vested with authority, with tyranny and oppression towards a well-affected 
Native Prince. Apart from the Sattara case, we consider this to be a question 
of some moment; and we conceive it would be a dereliction of duty on our 
part, were w'c not to declare, tliat if such liberty be permitted, the most inju¬ 
rious consequcuces arc likely to ensue. 

9. We are aware that, under the existing law, the Government is powerless. 
But this will probably sugge.st for consideration, whether it is not expedient 
to pass some law which will provide against such a monstrous abuse of the 
liberty of the press, in a country where the Government stands in need of all 
the safeguards that can be devised. 

10. Dr, Milne is in the receipt of a pension of .£’700 per annum, and your 
Honourable Committee will perhaps consider how far his unjustifiable pro¬ 
ceedings ought to affect [if] ; or, at all events, whether it is not desirable to 
withhold payment in this country, and to declare that, henceforward, it will 
only be paid to himself in person at the East-India House. 

11. In Mr. Secretary Macnaghten’s letter of .the 21st December !a.st we 
were informed, that the Governor General deemed “ it right to observe, that 
“ the tone and temper manifested by Dr. Milne in this discussion appeared 
*' very objectionable, and far beyond the limits of any fair and temperate repre- 
" sentation of facts.” This opinion was merely founded on Dr. Milne’s cor¬ 
respondence with his Lordship, forwarded through this Government; and it is 
sc^cely necessary to remark, how much the justice of that opinion is exem¬ 
plified by the present correspondence. 

12 . 
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14. 

• « e * * * 

• ***♦* 

15. As far as the Raja of Sattara himself is concerned, the correspondence 
does not convey much additional information, except on one point. It cor¬ 
roborates a fact of some importance, which has been elsewhere noticed, namely, 
that his Highness desires to assume the comprehensive title of “ King of the 
Hindoos:” in fact; so addressed by his agent. 


16. 


* ^ ^ 

^ * 


Bombay Castle, 
5th September 1838. 


We have, &c. 

(Signed) 


J. Farish, 

G. W. Andeksom, 
John A. Dunlop. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 7lh September, A'b. 23 of 1838. 

*«•»#■** 

*■*#»»* 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 5t/t October, No. 26 of 1838. 

1. In continuation of our letter, dated the 7th ultimo, relative to the Sattara 
affairs, we have the honour to transmit to your Honourable Committee copy 
of a further despatch from the. Acting Resident at Sattara, dated the 20th 
ultimo, on the subject. 

2. We have forwarded a copy of the above despatch to the Right 
Honourable the Governor General of India, and have solicited his Lordship’s 
particular attention to the 6th paragraph of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter 
above quoted, and to the documents therein alluded to, proving that the Raja’s 
agents in Bombay have not scrupled to communicate to the Raja events of a 
[jolitical nature, which are at present a cause of much anxiety and embar- 
•ra.ssment to the British Government. 

3. We cannot suppose that it will be tolerated, that persons, not only 
British subjects but servants of the British Government, shall transmit in¬ 
formation of a political and secret nature connected with military operations 
to a foreign State, known to be ill-disposed towards us; and although this 
Government cannot apply a remedy, yet we deem it our bounden duty to 
‘represent, in the strongest terms, the gross indecency and impropriety of such 
communications. 

4. Your Honourable Committee will observe from Rungoba’s letter, dated 
the 7th August (No. 9 of the enclosures to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’.s des- 

• ^ patch), 
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patcb), that he communicates, in Dr. Milne’s name, that disputes exist be¬ 
tween the British Government and Persia, Arabia, and Ru.ssia; that we have 
concluded a treaty with Runjeet Singh; that we are threatened with hosti¬ 
lities by the chief of Nepaul, who had collected an army of 20,000 or 25,000 
men; and lastly, that the Raja of Burmah is preparing to war against us; 
and adds, that he had visited Mr. Baber, who had confirmed the intelligence 
to the above effect received from Dr. Milne. In a postscript he (Rungoba) 
communicates information regarding the movements of troops and reinforce¬ 
ments expected from England, describes Shikarpoore, and states, “ the Ne- 
“ paulwala has issued proclamations inviting all Hindoos, whoever they may 
“ be, to co-operate and to enter his service.” In Dr. Milne’s name Rungoba 
enjoins secrecy : “The Sahib said, these matters, which I have directed you 
“ to write and report to the Maharaj Sirkar, should not be publicly commu- 
“ nicated to any one there.” 

5. In a letter dated the 6th September (No. 12 of the enclosures to Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Ovans’s despatch), the agent gives information regarding pass¬ 
ing events in Afghanistan, and observes—“ The Roos, Room, and other 
“ people, are warlike soldiers and sturdy. In the event of war breaking out 
“ it will be difficult; but the British Government is formidable. After this, 
“ good success or ill success in this rests in the power of God. Thus hath 
“ the Sahib said.” 

G. In a letter of the 11th September, the Agent reports, that it had been 
discovered that the .states of Rajpootana were in treasonable communication 
with Russia, and had written, “ We all are one; with your co-operation we 
“ will expel the English from this country.” 

7. In allusion to the Raja of Sattara’s own case, the Agent observes signi¬ 
ficantly ; “ But there is no documentary proof.” 

8. In No. 14, enclosure to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s despatch, the Agent 
reports, that the Ru.ssians and Persians have united against u.s, and that Dost 
Mahomed, Wuzeer of Room Sham in Turkistan, had joined them with a great 
number of troops: and in No. 15, enclosure to the same letter, it is stated, 
tliat orders have been received from the Governor General to send thirteen 
regiments from Bombay and twenty from Madras against the Russians. 

9. We take this opportunity of transmitting to your Honourable Committee 
copy of a letter from the Acting Resident at Sattara, dated the 27th of August, 
stating his reasems for not presenting the letter to his Highness the Raja, 
announcing the death of the late Governor; and beg to observe, that the tliree 
last letters of the series accompanying the Acting Resident’s letter of the 30th 
ultimo, testifying that that officer acted with his usual judgment in suggesting 
the non-delivery of the k/mrrcela in question, and the manner in which the 
Raja’s agent intended to misconstrue that communication. 

W e have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Farish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson, 

5th October 1838. .Ioh.v A. Duncoh. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Hated Qth October, No. 28 of 1838. 

1. We beg to transmit to your Honourable Committee an extract from the 
proceedings of the Government, relative to an application from Monsieur de 
--(formerly in the suite of Moolvee Mahomed Ismail Khan, Ambas¬ 
sador from the late King of Oude), for permission to accept employment in a 
civil capacity in the service of his Highness the Raja of Sattara, which Ave 
without hesitation refused. 

O. "y/" -'••fS’' 
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2. Monsieur de - subsequently solicited permission to settle in the 

Sattara territory, to carry on some speculation which he stated he had in view. 
This request we also negatived. 

3. We further beg to transmit herewith,, a copy of a despatch from the 
Acting Resident at Sattara, dated the 25th ultimo, which sufficiently proves 

the falsity of the representations made by Monsieur de-^— of the objects 

he had in view in requesting permission to visit Sattara, and shews the neces¬ 
sity which existed for refusing compliance with his application. 

4. In forwarding this letter to the Governor General of India, we have 
informed his Lordship we are of opinion that the public interests must suffer, 
unless some decisive measures are speedily adopted to put an end to these 
intrigues, by bringing the case of the liaja of Sattara to a final termination. 

5. From the accompanying memorandum by Mr. Willoughby, our 
Political Secretarj', dated the 3d instant, your Honourable Committee will 

perceive that Monsieur de -- called at that gentleman’s house on the 

previous morning, and made the following communication : “ Notwithstanding 
“ your cruelty towards me (alluding to the refusal of the Government to permit 
“ him to ])rocecd to Sattara), I deem it right to inform you that I have been 
“applied to by an agent to obtain five hundred engineers and men. The 

“ agent does not belong to one of the protected states.” Monsieur de- 

refused to disclose the name of the agent or the state he alluded to, and 
abruptly left the house. 

C. The communication made by Monsieur de-.shews strikingly the 

length to which the parties who arc engaged in the Sattara intrigues are dis¬ 
posed to yjroceed. Whatever may have been Monsieur de 's objec;t 

in the communication, whether the substance of his communication be true or 
fictitious, we are of opinion that he should, if the law provides the mcaii.s, be 
checked and jmnished for such irroceedings. If the communication l)e true, 
and means, as implied, that this person has been applied to by the agent of 
an Indian State, for his aid in raising military levies, the communication is 
treasonable in a British subject, if he withholds from Government the neces¬ 
sary information to enable them to adopt measures for counteraction. 


7. W'e have, however, deemed it advisable, in the first instance, to refer to 
the Acting Advocate-General for his opinion, as to whether the circumstances 
reported by the Political Secretary amount to an offence against the laws, and 
if so, of what distinct character, and what proceedings may be adopted against 
Monsieur de-. 


8. The result of this reference, and any further proceedings which we may 
be called upon to ado{)t in this case, will hereafter be reported to your Honour¬ 
able Committee. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) .1. F.\ursH, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson, 

Cth October 1838. .loiiN A. Dunlop. 


Secret Letter froin 
Bombay, 
Vficc. Willoughby 
jMo Sec. Mclvill, 

6 Oct. 1838. 


SECRET LETTER FROM MR. SECRETARY WILLOUGHBY TO 
MR. SECRETARY MELVILL, 


-2 Dated 6th October 1838. 

I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council, to request tha^ 
you will be pleased, to cause the accompanying packet to be delivered to the 
Honourable the Secret Committee, and to state that, as the Atalanta steamer 
is to leave this afternoon, the Governor in Council trusts that the Honourable 
the Secret Committee will excuse the present irregular way of forwarding the 
jiacket in question. 

I have, &c. 

^ (Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

■ ,;0ombay Castle, Secretary to Government. 

6 October 1838. 
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SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated Hth October, No, Z \ of 1338. 

1. In continuation of our several despatches to your Honourable Committee 
respecting the intrigues carried on by his Highness the Raja of Sattara, we 
now do ourselves tire honour of transmitting, for the information of your Ho¬ 
nourable Committee, copy of a letter from the Secretary in attendance on the 
Right Honourable the Governor General of India, dated the 24th ultimo, for¬ 
warding copy of a minute recorded by his Lordship on the evidence which 
has been obtained against the Raja, and prescribing the course whicli should 
be pursued in finally disposing of this difficult and arduous case. 

2. We have experienced the most unfeigned satisfaction, in perceiving that 
the sentiments of the Governor General on the llaja’s proceedings, now so 
fully coincide with those which this Government had previously recorded, 
and that his Lordship concurs with us in opinion, that the Raja is already 
guilty of the three principal charges which have been preferred against him 
viz: 

1st. His treasonous intercourse with the authorities at Goa: 

2d. His treasonous intercourse with the ex-Raja of Nagpore : 

3d. His attempt to seduce two Native officers of the 23d regiment 
of Native Infantry from their allegiance to the Briti.sh Government. 

3. In this result we chiefly roly for a full and complete justification of our 
proceedings in this important r|uestion, and that no part of the obloquy and 
reproach which has been so industriously cast on this Government, but more 
especially on our late highly-respected President, the Right Honourable Sir 
Robert Grant, both by the Raja and his numerous partizans, will be con¬ 
sidered to have been j ustly deserved. 

4. We eontideJitly anticipate, that your Honourable C’ommittee will, after 
an attentive consideration of the voluminous proceedings which have been for¬ 
warded with o)ir former despatches on this subject, arrive at the same conclu¬ 
sions as those recorded in the minute of the Right Honourable the Governor 
General of India, now sid»mitted, and that the proceedings of this fSovernment 
in the painful and responsible position in whicli it was placed will be 
honoured with your ajiprobation. 

5. In couformity with the-instructions of the Governor General, we have 
adopted the preliminary measure of directing laeutenant-fJolouel Ovans to 
prepare and submit tor our approval, a statement embodying a full and clear 
detail of the facts connected with the .several charges against the Raja, and 
of the names of the w'itnes.scs by whom they arc proved, with a notice of the 
circumstances under which the evidence was obtained, in order that this 
document may be afterwards furnished to the Raja, and the opportunity 
afforded him of stating whatever he may desire to urge on his owm behalf. 

6. We have desired Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, in preparing this statement, 
to confine him.sclf to the three principal charges alluded to in the second 
paragraph of this despatch, and to omit all points of a doubtful nature, and 
such as he may conceive cannot be established by sufficient evidence. 

7. We have, at the .same time, directed the Resident to report what mea¬ 
sures he may consider expedient to adopt, for the full and efficient jirotection 
of the witnesses, and for preserving inviolate the guarantees which have been 
extended to them. 

8. We are of opinion, that a month or six weeks will be a sufficient period 
to enable the Raja to complete his answer to the statement; but, on this 
point, we have requested the Resident's opinion. 

9. When this statement has been prepared, we have requested Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans to submit a separate report on the connection of Dr. Milne 
with the Sattara intrigues, for ultimate ti’ansmission to the Right Honourable 
the Governor General of India. 

G • ’n w,- 
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10. We have derived great gratification from observing the terms of high 
commendation in which the Governor General has, in the last paragraph of 
his minute, noticed the eminent merits which have been displayed by Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Ovans, in the prosecution and report of these inquiries. 

11. On this occasion, it has appeared to us essential to the public interests, 
to support and strengthen, as far as possible, the authority of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans, in the arduous and difficult situation in which, for some time 
to come, he will be placed ; and, with this object in view, we have deemed it 
expedient no longer to delay confirming that officer in the situation of Resi¬ 
dent at Sattara, for which he has already proved himself, so eminently quali¬ 
fied. We trust that this measure will receive the approbation of your 
Honourable Committee. 

12. Copy of the instructions issued to the Resident has been forwarded to 
the Right Honourable the Governor General, and we shall not fail to report, 
for the information of your Honourable (committee, any further proceedings 
which may be adopted. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Farish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson, 

24th October 1838. John A. Dunlop. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 16/// November, No. 37 0/1838. 

With reference to our despatch dated the 5th September, relative to the con¬ 
duct of Mr. Baber and Dr. Milne as connected with the intrigues at Sattara, 
we have the honour to forward, for the consideration of your Honourable Com¬ 
mittee, copy of a communication from the Secretary in attendance on the , 
Right Honourable the Governor General of India, dated the 11th ultimo, ex¬ 
pressing his Lordship’s concurrence in the view taken by this Government of the 
conduct of the two gentlemen in question, and stating that, in regard to the 
former gentleman, the decision should be left to the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, and as respects Dr. Milne, that it would be objectionable to take 
any immediate aneasurcs, until the inve.stigation into the conduct of the Raja of 
Sattara shall have been brought to a conclusion. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson, 

16th November 1838. J. A. Dunlop. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 1a/ December, No. 38 /^]838. 

' 1. In continuation of our despatch dated the 5th October last, relative to the 
Sattara intrigues, we beg to submit, for the information of your Honourable 
Committee, copy of a letter from the Resident at Sattara dated the 16th 
ultimo, and of its enclosures, and of the documents therein adverted to, which, 
in jpiur opinion, throw considerable light on the mode in which Dr. Milne con- 
dihSrts his pernicious agency with the Raja, 

• 2. SfVc have also forwarded copy of the Resident’s letter _ to the Right 
,Honourable the Governor General of India, and requested the instructions of 
|iis Lordship, as to whether such a system should any longer be tolerated; 
and whether, with reference to these and other previous instances. Dr. Milne 

should 
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should not be peremptorily forbidden henceforward from holding coni- 
mUnicarioiis, directly or indirectly, with the Raja or any of his connections. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Fauish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson. 

1st December 1838. .John A, Dunlop. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY. 

Dated lit December, No. 41 (>/'1838. 

1. In continuation of our letter dated the 24th ultimo, we have the honour 
to forward, for the information of your Honourable Committee, copies of two 
despatches, dated the 15th instant, from the Resident at Sattara, urging strong 
and powerful reasons, why the Raja of Sattara should not, as a preliminary 
measure, be furnished with tlje statement prescribed in the twelfth paragraph 
of the Right Honourable the Governor-General of India’s minute dated the 
23d September last, forming an accompaniment to our letter above alluded to. 

2. We have likewise the honour to submit copy of our Political Secretary’s 
letter of this date, submitting the question for his Lordship’s reconsideration, 
and stating it to be our opinion, that it will be preferable, at once, to appoint 
a Commission, to investigate the charges against, the Raja, and thus bring this' 
case to a final termination. 

3. We have ventured to express this opinion chiefly on two grounds :— 

1st. Because we are unable to devise any means for securing efficient 
protection to the witnesses, after their names and the. nature of their 
evidence lias been communicated to the Raja. 2ndly. Because we are 
convinced that this case cannot be conclmled without the appointment 
of a Commission; and that the statement which has been prepared by 
the Resident, if now given to the Raja, will only lead to a lengthened 
and unsatisfactory corresjiondencc with the Raja. 

4. Pending the receipt of his Lordship's reply, we shall not adopt any 
further measures, but shall be entirely guided by such instructions as we may 
hereafter be I'avourcd with. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Fauish, 

Bombay (kistle, G. W. Anderson, 

1st December 1838. John A. Dunx,op. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated l.s•^ December, No'. 42 of 1838. 

1. With reference to our despatch dated 15th November 1838, relative to 
the conduct of Mr. Baber and Dr. Milne as connected with the intrigui^s at 
Sattara, we have the honour to forward to your Honoumble Committee copy 
of a further communication from the Secretary in attendance on the Right 
Honourable the Governor General of India, dated the 22d October last, stating 
that the papers alluded to in our despatch to^your Honourable Committee, 
dated the 5lh October, had tended to confirm the o[)inion already expressed 
by his Lordship, of the highly unbecoming and reprehensible conduct of Dr. 
-’'iilne, and to induce his Lordship to think even more unfavourably than before 
of that gentleman’s motives and proceedings. 

2. The Governor General was nevertheless of opinion, that until the termi- 
'lation of the pending inquiry into th«! conduct of the Raja of Sattara, Dr. 
Milne should not be visited with any serious penalty; for such a measure, his 
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Lordship considered, would be liable to be construed into a desire of deprivitig 
the Raja of the aid of an efficient adviser in the preparation of his defence. 
But his Lordship at the same time, suggested, that with regard both to Dr. 
Milne and Mr. Baber, an abstract of instances of their misconduct should be 
prepared, and submitted for the consideration and orders of the Honourable 
the Court of Directors, who would visit them with such mark of their displea¬ 
sure, cither by depriving lliem of their pensions or otherwise, as might be 
deemed just and proper. 

3. With reference to our despatches noted in the margin* regarding Monsieur 

de -, the individual whose application to visit Sattara was refused 

by us, we beg to report, that he is considered by the Right Honourable 
the (lovernor General as a mere adventurer, who has mixed himself up 
in the Sattara intrigues in the hope of gaining money, and that he is 
not of sufficient importance to merit the notice,of Government; but that, if we 
thought it otlu^rwise, he might be told that a perseverance in the spirit of 
intrigue he ha.s displayed, would subject biui to the ])enalty of deportation. 

4. Wc have caused a copy of the above communication to be forwarded to 
the Resident at Sattara. 

We have, &e. 

(Signed) ,T. Farish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson, 

1st December 1838. John A. Duni.oi>, 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated l.vt December, No. 44 

With reference to our despatch dated the (itli October last, regarding Mon¬ 
sieur de -, and to the conimunicatioji made by him to our Political 

Secretary, alluded to in the fifth pariigiaph thereof, we have now the honour 
to transmit copy of a letter from the Acting Advocate-General of the same 
date, from which your llonourable Gornniitte.e will perceive, that that officer 
is of opinion that no legal j)roceedings could be adopted against Monsieur de 

-; we have therefore, for tin; present, rcsijlvcd upon taking no further 

.ste|> in the ca.se. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) .1. Fakish, 

.Tun N K EA N E, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson, 

1st December 1838. • John A. Dunlop. 


SEC^RET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated \th December, No. 47 of 1838. 

1. We beg to transmit to your Honourable Committee copies of the. corres¬ 
pondence noted in the niargin4^ and to observe that these documents, in our 
opinion, confirm in a most remarkable manner the previous proofs obtained 
against the Raja of Sattara, of his having held treasonous intercourse w'ith 
Goa..;f 

. 2. We 

■* Otli Oct., No. 28, 1838, and Secretary’s Letttn* of the same date. 

4 Copy of a letter from the Acting Political Agent in the Southern Mahratta country, without 
date, with enclosures, to the Resident at Sattara, dated 28th Oct. 1838 j from do., dateil J8tli Nov. 
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2. We also have the honour to forward copy of a letter from Colonel Ovans, 
the Resident at Sattara, dated the 22d ultimo, handing up translations of 
documents senAfrora Bombay, by the direction of Dr. Milne, to his Highness 
the Raja, and to state that we consider their contents to be of a very singular 
character, and as likely to confirm his Highness’s hostility towards the British 
Government, by giving him false impressions of the present state of aflairs in 
India. 

3. We likewise beg to submit to your Honourable Committee copy of a fur¬ 
ther letter from Colonel Ovans, dated the 23d ultimo, containing a clear and 
plain statement of the origin, nature, and progress of Dr. Milne’s connection 
with the Raja; and to observe, that it remains with your Honourable Committee 
to determine whether any, and what, notice should be taken of that gentle¬ 
man’s most unjustifiable proceedings in the case. This statement has been 
prepared in conformity with the instructions of the Right Honourable the 
Governor General of India, communicated to us in Mr. Secretary Macnaghten’s 
letter dated the 24tli September last. 

4. In conclusion, we have the honour to draw the attention of your Honourable 
^Committee to that part of the Resident’s report, adverting to the share which 
Mr. Baber has latterly taken in these intrigues. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Faiusu, 

Bombay Castle, (i. W. Anoerson, 

4th December 1838. John A. Dunlop. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated nth December, No. 50 of 1838. 

1. We beg to transmit to your Honourable ( 'ommittee copy of a letter and of 
its enclosure from the Resident of Sattara, dated the 2Sth ultimo, reporting it 

to be the intention of the Raja to depute Monsieur de-in charge of a 

mission to England on his Highness’s afiairs. 

2. Copy of this communication has been forwarded to the Right Honourable 
the Governor General of India, with a request that his Lordship will be pleased 
to favour us with his instructions, as to whether the mission in question should 
be allowed to proceed to England. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson, 

5th December 1838. John A. Dunlop. 


EXTRACT SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated IQth January, No. 6 of 1839. 

Para. 3. As connected with this despatch, we beg also to forw'ard to your 
Honourable Committee copy of a letter and enclosure from the Resident at 
Sattara dated the 7th instant, and to observe, that these documents indicate 
that his Highness the Raja of Sattara is still in communication with the 
cx-Raja of Nagpore. 

4. Copy of this communication has been forwarded to the Right Honourable 
the Governor General of India, with an intimation, that it rests with his Lord- 
ship to determine whether any measures should be adopted at Joudpore, to 
ascertain more precisely the nature of the improper -intercourse; and the 
Resident at Sattara has, in the mean time, been requested to persevere in his 
inquiries on the subject. 
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Secret Letter from SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, « 

Bombay, 

■ Dated 31«f January, No.U of 1839. 

. ! 1. With reference to our despatch dated the 1st December (No. 41) 1838, 

relative to the case of his Highness the Raja of Sattara, we now do ourselves 
;; the honour of forwarding to your Honourable Committee, copy of a letter from 

the Officiating Secretary with the Right Honourable the Governor General of 
India, dated the 31st ultimo, forwarding copy of a minute by his Lordship on 
the subject. 


2. In forwarding the above communication, we regret to state that the same 
reached Bombay only on the 21 st instant, being one day subsequent to the 
departure of the Honourable Company’s steamer Hugh Lindsay with the last 
overland mail, which prevented it being forwarded to your Honourable Com¬ 
mittee, as intended by his I,ordship, by that opj)ortunity. 

3. The sentiments expressed by the Right Honourable the Governor Generaf 
of India in the above minute have afforded us much gratification; since, 
although his Lordshij) hesitates to carry into cfiect the suggestions of this 
Government regarding the disposal of this case without the previous instruc¬ 
tions of your Honourable Committee, he ap[)ears fully to concur with us as to 
the necessity of their adoption. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) .T. Fakish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Andeksox. 

31st.)anuary 1832. John A. Dunlop. 


-‘Secret Letter fl-om 
Bombay, 

6 l^eb. 1839. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 
Dated 6t.h I'chruary, AV/. 12 of 1839. 



I. With reference to our despatch, dated the 4th December (No. 47) 1838, 
relative to Dr. Milne’s connexion with his Highne.ss the Raja of Sattara, we 
have the honour to transmit to your Honouralile Committee copy of a letter 
from the Officiating Secretary in attendance on the Right Honourable the 
Governor General of India, dated the 7ih ultimo, from which your Honourable 
Committee will perceive that his Lordship fully concurs with us in opinion, 
as to the impropriety of Dr. Milne’s proceedings as connected with the case of 
the Raja of Sattara. 

,, 2. We have not deemed it expedient, at this stage of our proceedings, to 
ma'Rbo a communication to Dr. Milne to the extent directed by the Right 
Honoura.^ble the Governor General, for the reasons assigned in our Honourable 
Prc.sideut s. rninutc, dated the 25th ultimo, a copy of which is herewith for¬ 
warded. 


3. Wc ■'owever, caused Dr. Milne to be informed, that under the 

. from his Lordship, and as a subject and a pensioner of 

the Britis * i „t„ynent, he should henceforth refrain from holding any com- 
Sattara. either directly or indirectly, with his Highness the 


We have, &c. 


Bombay 

"Gth Februar jggg 


(Signed) J. Fabish, 

G. W. Anderson, 
John-A. Dunlop. 
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POLITICAL LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 20th February, No. 6 of 1839. 

1. We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your Honourable Court’.s despatcli 
dated the 13th June (No. 12) 1838, and to state that the whole of the pro¬ 
ceedings of this Government, connected with the case of his Highness the 
Raja of Sattara have, up to the present date, been forwarded to the Govern¬ 
ment of India. 

2. We beg to inform your Honourable Court, that all our proceedings con¬ 
nected with this case, subsequent to those alluded to in your despatch now 
acknowledged, have been forwarded to the Honourable the Secret Committee 
on the dates noted in llie margin.* 

W^e have, &c. 

(Signed) .1. Farisii, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Andeuson-, 

20th February, 1839. .loiiN A. Du:«i.oi>. 
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SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 
Dated 25fA February, No. 24, of 1839. 


Secret Letter froi 
Bombay, 

25 Feb. 1839. 


1. We do ourselves the honour to report to your Honourable Committee, 
that in a letter from the Superintendent of the Indian Navy, dated the 12th 
instant, that oilicer brought to our notice the circumstance of eight Hindoos 
having engaged a jtassage on hoard the French ship George. CWicr, bound to 
Bordeaux, lor the alleged purpo.se of eventually proceeding to England, on a 
mission on the part of his Highness the Raja of Sattara. 

2. On the .same date the Acting Senior Magistrate of Police reported, that 

Monsieur de-, the individual alluded to in our despatches noted in 

the margin,'! was about to quit Bombay as a passcugei' on board the above- 
mentioned ship, with the inlention of landing on the Malabar coast. 

3. We h ave, in consequence, deemed it requisite to instruct the Acting 

Senior Magistrate of Police to intimate to Monsieur de -that he was 

quite at liberty to proceed to Europe or to «juit India, but that he could not 
be permitted to land and remain at subordinate stations belonging to the 
Honourable Company’s territorities. 

4. Wc have, at the same time, caused a circular letter to be addressed to 
the different duthorities on the Malabar coast, informing them that Monsieur 

de-has, during his re.sidence in Bombay, been considered to be a 

person to wdioin permission to |)toceed into the interior should not be granted, 
in order that they may prevent his landing an<l remaining at any of the .subor¬ 
dinate stations of the Honourable Company. 

5. In regard to the eight individuals above alluded to, the Acting Senior 
Magistrate was requested to ascertain the grounds on which they were pro¬ 
ceeding to Europe; whether they' w'ere exactly aware on what terms they 
were going to so distant a country ; whether they proceeded witJi their own • 
free will; and what means they possessed for their support during their 
absence. 

6. The Acting Senior Magistrate was farther requested, in the event of 
these persons stating that they were going under the orders of his Highness 
the Raja of Sattara, immediately to place himself in communication with the 

Acting • 

* 28th March; 25th April'; 19th and2lBtMar; let and 12th .Tuuc; 3d July; 5tb, 7th, and 
29th Sept.; 6tli and 24th Oct.; 15th Nov.; 1st, 4th, and 5th Dec. 1838; and 6th Feb. 1839. 

t 6th Octol»er, No. 28 of 1838; ist Dec., No. 42 of 1838; Ist Dec. No. 44 of 1838; 5tli Dec., 
No. 50 of 1838. 
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^Acting Advocate-General on the subject, in order that, if it appeared to that 
i; PAfERS. officer that they could be prevented from proceeding on such a mission, they 
Secret Letter Irom might, if we judged such a measure expedient, be detained. 

2S^eb!*l839. "ii^he Resident at Sattara was requested to report if any circumstances 

■; had come to his knowledge confirmatory of such a mission being deputed to 

England by his Highness the Raja. 

8. The Acting Advocate-General having, in a letter dated the 18th instant, 
expressed an opinion in accordance with our own sentiments on the subject, we 
caused an immediate examination of the parties composing the mission to be 
held by our Acting Secretary in the Persian Department, with the* view of 
ascertaining tlie real facts connected with their mission; and the Resident at 
Sattara was, at the same time, requested to ascertain from the Raja whether 
these persons were deputed by his Highness. 

9. On these Hindoos being interrogated by the Acting Senior Magistrate of 
Police, four of them stated that they intended to proceed to the Malabar coast 
as merchants, and that the others were their servants; that they had no par¬ 
ticular object in view ; that they did not know to what part of the coast they 
were proceeding; that when they reached tlie coast, if the. weather proved 
favourable, they would go on to London, to see a country of the wonders of 
which they have heard so much; that they did not know any one in London, 
but tliat they would find an agent on their arrival there; that though they 
were the subjects of the Raja of Sattara, they were unknown to his Highness, 
and that he was not even aware of their intended voyage, 

10. On an application from the owner of the ship George Cuvkr, rfepresenting 
the inconvenience to which he was subjected in con.sequence of the port-clear¬ 
ance of his vessel being withheld on account of the Native passengers proceeding 
in her, we apprised him tliat no objection existed to his being furnished with 
the port-clearance without these Natives, regarding whom an investigation 
was in progress. 

11. From the memorandum by our Acting Secretary in the Persian Depart¬ 
ment, dated the 21st in.stant, submitting the statements made before him bj 
the parties composing the mission in question, as named in the margin, it 
appears that Eshwunt Rao, a distant relation of the Raja of Sattara, assisted 
by Bhugwunt Rao, is the head of it, and that the others are mere menial ser¬ 
vants ; wth the exception of Narrain Rao Sirki, who is said to be the brother 
of Eshwunt Rao ; who acknowledged, after some prevarication, that he is pro¬ 
ceeding to England on the part of the Raja of .Sattara. 

12. In reply to the reference made by us to the Resident at Sattara, to 
ascertain if any circumstances had come to his knowledge, confirming the 
mission as being deputed by his Highness the Raja, that officer, in his letter 
dated the 18th instant, states, that some of the persons are identified with 
those alluded to in his communication dated the 28th November last, which 
formed an enclosure to our despatch to your Honourable Committee, dated 
the 6th December last. 

13. The accompaniment to the Resident’s present communication co'htains 
all the information he posse.ssed on the subject of this mission, which tends to 
shew the disposition that still exists on the part of his Highness the Raja and 
his agents, to carry on the intrigues against the British Government. 

14. The letter from Colonel Ovans, above alluded to, and the result of the 
examination of our Acting Secretary, left no doubt on our minds regarding 
the nathre and objects of the mission about to proceed to England on the part 
of the Raja of Sattara. 

15. Being, however, doubtful whether we possess the power of preventing 
. this mission from proceeding to its destination, we have caused the parties 

composing it to be apprized, that they are at liberty to embark on board the 
ship George Cuvier, upon the established deposit being lodged in the Honour- . 
able Company’s treasury on account of those proceeding in the character of 
servants. 

. .16, We 
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16. We hare deemed it expedient to cause the principal persons of the SATTARA 
mission to be informed, that we arc satisfied that, proceeding as they do with- PAPERS. 

, out the sanction of this CJovcrnmcnt, they will find themselves mistaken in the Secret £(iterfi 
’ expectation that they will be recognized in any public capacity by her Ilia- Uonibay, 
jesty’s Government, .or by the Honourable the Court of Directors. 25 Peb. J839 

17. We cannot but express our earnest recommendation, that this mission 
may not, on its arrival in JJngland, be recognized, either by the Honourable 
the Court of Directors or by her Majesty’s Government. 

18. We beg, at the same time, respectfully to solicit the instructions of 
your Honourable Committee whether such missions should hereafter be al¬ 
lowed, or not, to proceed to Bnglaud. 

11). Wc leave it to your Honourable Commitlcc to determine whether the 
the Raja of Sattara has, in this instaiu'c, acted in conformity with the treaty 
entered into between the Ihitish (iovernmenl and lii.s Ilighnes*., under date 
the 25th September 1811). 

20. We cannot conclude this dispatch without respectfully drawing the 
particular attention of your Honourable C’onunittco -to a very material fact, 
eJicifed by our reference to the Itesiduit at Sattaia, alluded to in the latter 
jiart of the fourth paragrajih of Ins Utter dated the IHth instant. 

21. It would appear that Captain (!ogan has, since his arrival at the Pre¬ 
sidency as her Majesty's Comniissioiier and Plenipotentiary io the Court of 
his Highness the Sultan at Muscat, mixed himself up witli the intrigues of 
the Kaja of Sattara, and has h<>en in eommunication with Dr. Mdne, and also 
with a JNalive agent ol his Highm'ss, nami'd Ilimniunt Jiao Goonajec. 

22. It is a matter of astonishment to us, how Captain Cogan, filling, as he 
docs, so high a situation unilci the Crown, eoulil feel justified m mixing him- 
sell up with political iiitiigucs agaiust the British Government. 

23. We have not, as yol, addressed (’aptain (’ogaii on this subject. It i.s, 
however, under our eonsnleiation, w hether (roveniment should make any, and 
what, comniumcution to that olHcer. 

, 24. We fiirthei hi-g to inloriii yout Honourable Committee, that wc have 

drawn the attentum oi the Kight Honourable tlie Governor General of India 
to the increased necessity wliicli exists loi bringing the case of the llaja of 
Sattara to a final tcriumation, with a>' little delay as possdile, and which the 
lettci'from your Honouiahle Committee, dated the 22d December last, 
ajjpears to have anticipated. 

25. Copies of the whole of the proceedings eonuected with the subject of 
this despatch arc herewith forwarded, and we trust that the measures adopted 
"by us will meet with the approbation of your Honourable Committee. 

We have, iVc. 

(^Signed) .1. Fabish, 

Bombay Castle, (». W. Axuerson, 

25th February 1839. .loiiN A. Di’xiop. 


* SECRET LETTER FROM MR. SECRETARY WILLOUGHBY TO 

MR. SECRETARY MELVILL. Sec. Willoujiibyt- 

Sec. Mclvill, 

Dated 25th February L 1839. *5 Feb. 18.39. 

Sir: 

As the Honourable Company’s steamer Berenice is on the eve of departure 
for the Rcfl Sea, I am directed by ^e‘Honourable tbe Governor in CouncU to* 
transmit to you the enclosed packet for delivery to the Honourable the Secret 
,Committee, containing copy of a despatch this moment received from the 
Resident at Sattara, regarding the Native deputation proceeding to England 

I O" 



30 


LETTERS FROM TriE 


t 


SATTARA 

papers. 

'^Secret Letter fitmi 
'* Bombay, 

; Sot*. Willoughby to 
See. Melville, 

25 Feb. 1839. 


on the part of his Highness the Raja of Sattara, alluded to in the despatch 
this day addressed by the Honourable Board to the Honourable the Secret 
Committee. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Wii.i,ooghbt, 

To the Secretary, Secretary to Government, 

at the East-India House, 

London. 


_eerti Ltter from SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Bombay* 

7 JMarch 1839. 7 ^;, March, No. 26 of 1839. 

1 . We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your Honourable Committee’s 
despatch dated the 22d December last, and, with reference to the fourth to 
seventh paragraphs thereof, respectfully to observe, that we presume it will 
rest with the Right Honourable the Governor General of India to take any 
further steps for correcting the evils pointed out in our two despatches to your 
Honourable Committee, dated the 6 th and Gtb October 1838. 

2 . Copy of your Honourable Comnjittec’s despatch now acknowledged, of 
our despatches dated the 5th and Gth October last, and of this reply, have 
been forwarded for the information of the Right Honourable the Governor 
General of India. 

We have. See. 

(Signed) J. Fa KISH, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Andekson, 

7th March 1839. J. A. Dvneoi'. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated \Ath March, ho. 27 fi/^1839. 

1 . In the twentictli to the twenty-third paiagraphs of our despatch dated the 
25th ultimo, we did ourselves the honour of reporting to your Honourable C’om- 
mittee, that it had been brought to our notice that (Captain Cogan, since his 
arrival at Bombay as her Majesty’s Plenipotentiary to his 11ighncs.s the .Sultan 
of Muscat, had mixed hliiKself up with the intrigues of the Raja of Sattara, 
and had been in communication with Dr. Milne and with a Native agent of 
his Highne.s.s named Iliiniiiuiit Rao Gooiiajce; and that it was engaging our 
consideration, whether we should make any, and what, coinmunication to that 
officer on the subject. 

2. After careful deliberation on the circumstances of the case, we resolved, 
in con.sideration of the high situation filled by Captain Cogan under the 
Crown of England, to communicate to him the facts of his intercourse with 
the Raja’s agents having come to our knowledge, in order that, if he had been 
misrepresented, he might have the earliest opportunity of denying a charge so 
inconsistent with the office with which he has been honoured. 

3. The requisite intimation was accordingly made to Captain Cogan on the 
28tli ultimo, and we now beg to forward to your Honourable Committee copy 
of the reply returned thereto on the 1 st instant. 

4. We consider Captain Cogan’s answer to our reference not to be of that 
straightforward character which might have been expected from him. In the 
second paragraph he admits, that he has been visited by parties representing 

, themselves as subjects of the Raja of Sattara; but no explanation of the 
nature and objects of their communication is afforded by Captain Cogan. 

6 . For the views we entertained regarding Captain Cogan’s conduct on this 
occasion, we beg respectfully to refer your Honourable Committee to the 

minutes 


\ 

pecrct Letter from 
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minutes which have been recorded 4>y our Honourable President and by the 
llonourable Mr. Anderson. 

C. We are of opinion, that it is not expedient for us to prosecute this matter 
further at the present moment, except by forwarding copy of Captain Cogan’s 
reply, for the information of the Right Honourable the Governor General of 
India, and submitting our proceedings to your Honourable Committee, to enable 
you to form your own conclusions on the subject, and to bring the case to the 
notice of her Majesty’s Government, should such a measure be deemed ex¬ 
pedient. 

We have, &c, 

(Signed) J. Fabish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. ANOEBsoy, 

14th Mai-ch 1839. J. A. Dunlop. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY. 

Tialcd '■irith Afarch, No. 33 o/’1839. 

1 . In our despatch dated the 25th ultimo. No. 24, we brought to the notice 
of your Honourable Committee the circumstance of eight Hindoos having 
engaged a passage on board the French ship (rcorge Cuvier, bound to Bor¬ 
deaux, for the alleged ])urpose of eventually proceeding to England, on a 
mission on the part of his Highness the Raja of Sattara, and that we had 
finally determined not to prevent their ]»roceeding on board that vessel, upon 
tlie ('stablished deposit being lodged in the Honourable Company’s Treasury, 
on aec-ount of such of them as might lie proceeding in the character of servants. 

2 . The Acting Senior Magistrate of Police was informed of the decision of 
Government, and directed to require the parties concerned to make the 
deposit in question before granting the port-clearance certificate. 

3. The jirincipal persons composing the mission were at tlie same time in¬ 
formed, that we arc satisfied that, proceeding as they do without the sanction 
of Government, they would find themselves mistaken in the expectation that 
they would be reeogni/.ed in any public capacity by her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment^, or by the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

4. On the receipt of the instructions mentioned in the second paragraph of 
this despatch, Mr. Elliot, the Acting Senior Magistrate of Police, reported that 
the owner of the George Cuvier liad, on the 21st ultimo, waited on him at the 

Police Office, and having erased from his return the names of M. de- 

and the Natives who had taken a passage in that vessel, requested that 
a port-clearance might be granted, in order that he might immediately proceed 
on his voyage. 

5. Mr. Elliot stated, that having eomplictl with this request, the George 
Cuvier had immediately proceeded on her voyage; and that, should the 
Natives in question make a further application to him for permission to pro¬ 
ceed to Europe, he would inform them to the effect of the second paragraiih 
of this despatch. 

(J. Tn reply, Mr. Elliot was informed, that wc considered that he had com¬ 
mitted a great mistake in the course adopted by him on this occasion, since, 
on the receipt of the instructions of Government alluded to by him, he ought 
to have communicated, the same to the parties concerned, and which we 
directed him to lose no time in doing. 

7. On the 5th instant Mr. Elliot reported, that he had on the same day 
addressed an official communication to the Natives in question, informing 
them to the effect of the previous instructions of Government. 

3. Wc were of opinion that Mr. Elliot should have made the communication 
directed verbally, and not in writing, but we deemed it unnecessary to notice 
hiv having resorted to the latter mode of communication. 
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PAPERS. 9. Un the 22d ultimo, the Resident at Sattara forwarded translation of the 
documents noted in the margin/ being letters addressed to the Raja of Sattara 
by certain agents of his Highness in Bombay, from which, he observed, it 
25 March 1839. would be seen that the assertion of the Hindoos, that they were proceeding to 
Malabar for commercial purposes, was a mere subterfuge, and that they were 
really proceeding to Murojicon amission from the Haja of Sattara, and were 
only waiting his Highness’s final orders on the subject. 

10 . In a subse<]u('iil letter from Colonel Ovans of the same date, that 
officer stated, that in accordance with the instructions of tJovemment, dated 
the 19th ultimo, he had called upon the Raja of Sattara to state whether 
these Natives conij)o<ed a dcjnitation on the part of his Highness to the Home 
Authorities. In ie|)ljt to which his Highness had admitted, without reserve, 
that they weic proceeding to England by his orders. 

11 . On the 11th instant, the Acting Senior Magistrate of Police submitted 
an original letU'r to his addicss fiom two of these Natives,} stating that, in 
conseiilienee of the opposition offered by (lovernment, in the fust instance, to 
tlicii proceeding to England, they had lost their jiassagc in the (ieorfic Cuvier, 
and that the Kaja of Sattara had, in consequenee, ineiirnd a penally of 
5,,500 rupees, and which they requesti'd might be refunded to them by 
Government. 

12. In reply, Mr. Elliot was requested to refer tlii'se individuals to Govern¬ 
ment ; a course, we inforiued him, hu ought to have observed in the first 
instance. 


l.'l. t>n the 13tli instant, the two Natives above alluded to a])peared before 
Mr. Elliot, and icque.stid an answer to their application for the refund of their 
forfeited passage-monev ; and, on being lefeired by him to Goveinnieut, they 
ajipeared satisfied and retired. 

14. Mr. Ivihot stated in the same letter, that lit' had reieived an intimation 
that these Natives h.id engaged their passage for England in a vessel called 
the Hihance, then on the point of sailing for l.ivTrpool. 

15. On the IMh instant, wi reci'ived afurtliei letter from the Acting Senior 
Magistrate of Police, repoiting that the names of the individuals noted in the 
margin were included in the letiirn of passengeis proceeding to ]jIvit])oo1 in 
the ite/iume. 

10 . In this list the name of Bapoojee Boodgoodai is substituted for that of 
Maraytu Rao, eiiteied in tlie former list of the Natives who purposed proceed¬ 
ing in the fiVfugi Cuvier. 

17. The usual ilcposit having been lodged in the treasury for the five Hin¬ 
doos proceeding as servants, and for the l*o»-tugiiesi‘ m Ins capacity of Inter- 
jircter, a port-elearance was granted for the Jieliu/ice, and that vessel left 
Bombay for Liverpool on the 19th instant, having on board the whole of 
these individuals. 

18. In conclusion, we again venture respectfully to exprc.ss our earnest 
hope that thc.se individuals will not, on their arrival in England, be in any 
way recognized by her Majesty’s fiovcrnmeiit or by the Honourable the Court 
of Directors. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) .1. Parish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anokuson, 

25lh March 1839. ’ J. A Duhlop. 


• Not stated. 

i his Highness's Yad to the Resident, dated 2lBt Februaty 1839, fotming endosuies to 
Colouct Ovans’s letter dated 22d February. 

i Namely, Eshwunt Rao Rajcy Sirkey, and Bliugwunt Rao Wittul. 
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SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated \Qth April, No. 38 of 1839. 

1 . We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your Honourable Committee’s 
letter dated the 22d January last, ftrwarding, for the information and guid¬ 
ance of this Government, copy of your despatch of the same date to the 
address of the Right Honourable the Governor General of India in Council, 
relative to the case of his Highness the Raja of Sattara. 
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2. In reply, we have the honour to state, that the instructions of your 
Honourable Committee, contained in this despatch, will, as far as this Govern¬ 
ment is concerned, be strictly attended to. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) .1. Fa KISH, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Andkrson. 

10th April 1839. 


SECRET LETTJiR FROM BOMBAY, Secret Letter from 

Bombay, • 

Dated the VMh April, No. 43 of 1839. 1» April 1839. 

1. With reference to our despatch dated the 23d ultimo, on the subject of 
the mission lately sent to Kitgland by his Highness the Raja of Sattara, we 
beg to transmit to your llonoiirable Committee copy of a letter from the 
Resident at Sattara, dated the 29th ultimo, forwarding translations of cer¬ 
tain extracts of letters transmitted to the Raja from Bombay on the subject. 

2. On a perusal of these documents, your Honourable Committee will 
perceive that, notwitlrstanding the intimation* made to Dr. Milne on the 0th 
February last, that under the instructions of the Right Honourable the 
Governor General of India, and as the .subject and pensioner of the British 
Goverunient, he should refrain from any farther communication whatever, 
either directly or indirectly, with the Raja of Sattara or with his agents, he 
still continues in communication with hi.s jlighne.ss by means of Rungoba, one 
of the Raja’s agents in Bombay ; and it would i'urther apj)ear, that Dr. Milne 
has written to Mr. McDonald to as.sist this mission on their arrival in England. 

3. Although M. de-.did not, as appears to have been originally 

intended, accompany the mission from the Raja, which, as reported in our 
despatch, dated the 23d March last, left Bombay for England on the 19th of 
the same month in the merchant vessel Iteliancc, bound to Liverpool, still from 
the enclosure (No. 7) to the Resident’s present letter, it maj^ be inferred that 
the Raja still has it in contemplation to despatch that person also to Europe. 

4. In the twentieth to the twenty-third |)aragraphs of our despatch dated 2Sth 
February 1839, we reported to your Honourable Committee, that it had been 
brought to our notice, that Captain Cogan, since his arrival in Bombay, as her 
Majesty’s Plenipotentiary to his Highness the linaum of Muscat, had mixed 
himself up with the intrigues of the Raja of Sattara; and with our subsequent 
despatch, dated the 14th ultimo, we forwarded copy of the letter which we 
caused to be addressed by our Political Secretary to that gentleman, on the 
subject, and of his reply to that communication, in the second paragraph of . 
which he admits that he had been visited by parties representing themselybs 
as subjects of the Raja of Sattara, but affords no explanation of the nature 
and objects of their communications, and which, for certain reasons stated in 
our last-mentioned desgatch, we have not deemed it expedient to call for.* • 

5. We now beg to transmit copy of a further letter from the Resident at 

Sattara, 

• Vide third paragraph of our despatch, dated 6th February, No. 6 of 1837. 
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Sattara, dated the 4th instant, No. 22, containing such additional information as 
he has been able to obtain on the subject, and to which we beg to draw the 
particular attention of your Honourable Committee. 

6 . We have forwarded a copy of the Resident’s letter to the Right Honour¬ 
able the Governor General of India, and although we consider the conduct of 
Captain Cogan to be placed in a still more doubtful light than before, as 
connected with these intrigues, still we shall not, until furnished with instruc¬ 
tions from his Lordship or from your Honourable Committee, adopt any fur¬ 
ther proceedings in the case than those which we have already reported. 

7. We next beg to draw the attention of your Honourable Committee to 
two letters from the Resident at Sattara, dated the 4th and 26th January last, 
forwarding yttds from the Raja on the subject of an inquiry stated to be 
carrying on by his Highness, regarding certain forged papers alleged to have 
been discovered at Sattara. 

8 . It would appear to be the intention of the Raja to endeavour to prove 
that these papers were forged at the suggestion, and by the concurrence of 
certain officers of the British Government, in order that a charge of treason 
might be fixed upon his Highness. 

9. As there seems reason to expect that the circumstances now brought to 
notice will be atttmipted to be made use of by the Raja and his party in 
refutation of the authenticity of the documents, which have been obtained 
under circumstances which leave no doubt of tlieir being authentic, we have 
requested Colonel Ovans to continue to exert his best endeavours to obtain 
such information as may tend to tiic establishment of substantial justice, 
when the aflair comes under final i^(Juir 3 ^ 

10 . In a letter from the Resident, dated the 25th February last, that officer 
forwarded translation of a yad from Appa Salub, the Raja’s brother, expressing 
his apprehension of violence being exercised towards himself and his officers, 
by his brother the Raja of Sattara. 

11. From this comimudcation it appeared, that the danger in which Appa 
Sahib and those who have given evidence in the case of his Highness the Raja 
are placed, is occasione<l by the information sent home having been commu¬ 
nicated to his llighne.s.s by his corre.spondents in Bombay, derived from parties 
with whom they are in communication in England. 

12 . The only course which suggested itself to this Government, as a really 
effective one for the protection of Appa Sahib and otl)ers, was that, on the Raja 
committing any open act of a glaring nature, or such as to endanger the lives 
of tho.so who have fallen under his Highness’s anger for the part they have Had 
in these transactions, immediately to place the Raja under restraint, and to 
deprive him of all authority, placing the adinini.stration of the affairs of his 
state in the hands of the Resident, pending the decision of the Right Honour¬ 
able tlie Governor General of India, or the Honourable the Court of Directors, 
to whom the Raja’s case is under reference. 

13. Wc immediately forwarded a copy of the Resident’s letter to the Right 
Honourable the Governor General of India, accompanied by an expression of 
our views on tliis subject, and soliciting the instructions of his Lordship as to 
the course to be pursued, in the event of Appa Sahib throwing himself on the 
Resident’s protection, or the Raja molesting any of the other witnesses. 

14. In the mean time, we directed Colonel Ovans to adopt the most efficient 
mean.s> in his power to afford protection to Appa Sahib, his officers, and all 
other witnesses, should such prove requisite, but to use his best endeavours to 
avoid such a contingency. 

llS. In reply to this reference, on the 18th ultimo, his Lordship observed, 
that he is in communication with the Honourable the President in Council of 
Port William, whom he has consulted on the Sattara question, and that, as a 
' reference has been made to the Home Authorities, he is very desirous to avoid 
^ringing matters to a crisis with the Raja, before he has ascertained the senti¬ 
ments 
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ments of the President in Council, and before he can receive instructions from SATTAIlA 
England as to the course to be pursued with respect to the Raja. PAPEllS. 

16. Meanwhile his Lordship stated his opinion, thaitin the event of absolute Secret Letter 
violence being attempted against Appa Sahib or iJie other witnesses, they will 

be entitled to the full protection of the British Government, and that he there- ' ' ' 

fore entirely approves of the instructions addressed by us to the Resident, 
mentioned in the 15th paragraph of this despatch. 

17. In conclusion, his Lordship observed that the Resident at Sattara did 
not, in his letter of the 25th February, anticipate a necessity for so extreme a 
measure as that of removing the Raja from power, with a view to the effectual, 
protection of the witnesses against him, and that his Lordship does not appre¬ 
hend that such a necessity can arise; but that, if requisite, the Raja should be 
given distinctly to understand, that any act of violence towards those persons 
must be viewed by the British Government as aflording in itself the most 
signal presumption of his guilt, as wholly depriving him of all claim to its 
consideration ; and whic:h warning, it might be presumed, will be sufficient to 
restrain his Highness from serious outrage. 

18. On the 11th March the Resident reported, that he had, for the present, 
persuaded Appa Sahib to give up his intention of placing himself under the 
protection of the British Government; thougli, from what he could learn, he 
feared that ultimately this step would be unavoidable, should no speedy settle¬ 
ment of affairs at Sattara be made. 

19. Colonel Ovans further observed, that situated as Appa Sahib now is, it 
is evident that he may be forced to leave the town without being able to make 
any previous arrangement, and without, as he himself says, either retinue or 
baggage; and referred for the instructions of Government, as to tiie expediency 
of his insisting on his personal effects being given up to Appa Sahib, should 
any opposition to this be made by the Raja. 

20 . We conceive that we are bound to insist, that the personal property of 
Appa Sahib shall not be interfered with. To which effect we made an inti¬ 
mation to the Right Hon. the Governor General, on the receipt of the Resi¬ 
dent’s letter; at the same time observing, that we doubted not that the 
instructions of his T,ordship (which have since been received, as mentioned in 
paragraphs fifteen and seventeen of this despatch), as to the course to be 
observed in this case, would enable us to act more effectually for the pro¬ 
tection of Appa Sahib. 

21. 'The Resident at Sattara was, at the same time, informed of the reference 
made to the Right Honourable the Governor General on the subject of his 
letter. 

22. In his letter dated the 24th ult.. No. 17, the Resident reports that Appa 
Sahib, accompanied by two of his confidential officers, Bujaba Purarkar and 
Eswant Rao Foujdars, proceeded on the same day to the Residency and claimed 
the protection of the British Government, and explained, on his arrival there, 
that his sole reason for taking this step was to preserve his life, which he con¬ 
sidered was in danger, and that his only request was, that he should not be 
delivered up to his brother. 

23. Colonel Ovans immediately assured Appa Sahib of protection against 
personal violence, and furnished him with a suitable guard to insure his safety. • 

24. Our previous instructions to the Resident seemed to provide for the 
contingency; to which effect we informed that officer, with a request that 
he would give Appa Sahib all the protection in his power. 

25. In a further letter from Colonel Ovans, dated the 26th ultimo, thaii|fe! 
officer reports, that A^a Sahib has taken up his residence in tents, withi^’' 
a short distance of the Sattara residency; and states that, in consequence of ^ * 
reference made by him, as to the necessity of his employing some sebundies 
for the protection of his property, he had advised him not to entertain a greater 
number than may be absolutely requisite for the actual protection of his pro- 

■' oertv. 
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perty. This advice, appears to us to have been very judicious, and has accord¬ 
ingly Imjcu approved by us. 

26. Til forwarding our further proceedings in this case to the Right Honour¬ 
able the Governor General of India, we have observed that Appa Sahib having 
hitherto received an allowance from the Raja of Sattara of 6,000 rupees per 
mensem for his support, it appears to this Government but just that the same 
should be continued by his Highness; but that, u})ou this point, we are desirous 
of being favoured with the instructions of his Lordship. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) .1. Parish, 

Bombav Gu'-tle, G. W. Anderson. 

13th April is;3!l. 


SECIIET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated of April, Xo. M c/‘1839. 

1 . In two letters from the agent for Sirdars in the Deccan, dated the 14th 
and 16th .luly last, that officer forwarded co])y of a correspondence between 
himself and the ('oinmissiuner at Bittoor, relative to certain individuals 
suspected of having been deputed IVom the latti'r place to the Deccan, on some 
])olitica1 mission on the jiart of Bajee Rao, the e.\-Peishwa. 

2. As some ol the individuals alleged to be favouring tlu' objects of this 
mission resided in the territories under the superintendenee of the Kcsiilent at 
Suttaia and of the T’olitieal Agent in the Southern Mahratta country, we 
ininii'diately forwarded copy of the Agent's letters to those authorities, w'ith 
instructions to keep a strict watch over the jirocecdings of the suspected 
individuals, and to report to Government their inov'cinents. 

3. The Resident at Sattara replied to this reference on the 25th .luly last, 
from which it ajipeared that the individuals noted in the margin*, sup[M).scd to 
form this mission, had left Sattaia only a few davs jncviously, but that no 
traces of them could for the present be discovered; but the Resident stated, 
that he w’ould keep a vigilant watch over their movements, should they return 
to that part of the countrj. 

4. The Political Agent in the Southern ATahratta country replied to our 
reference on the 3d October 1838, from which it appeared that the individuals 
suspected of forniing this mission had visited Poona and Sattara in the early 
part of the year, and had frcrpicnt interviews with the Raja, and were then 
staying at Nurgoond, near Dharw^ar, but that it was believed that they 
intended shortly to return to Sattara and Poona. 

5 . Wc forwarded copies of these proceedings to the Right Honourable the 
Governor General of India, with a request that wc might he favoured with the* 
sentiments ol his Lordship, as to whether he considered the proofs obtained 
by the (lommissioner at Bittoor against these persons sufficient to justify the 
adoption of any measures against them, and whether they should be 
ajiprchendcd, and a sc-arch made for any papers wliich might be in their 
possession. 

6 . Wc forwarded copy of the Political Agent’s report for the information of 
the Resident at Sattara, and directed the former oHiccr narrowly to watch th<- 
movements and ])rocecdings oftlie individuals above-mentioned, and authorized 
him, should he be of opinion that, by the employment of confidential agents, 
ho could discover the real objects of these people, and the measures pursued 

them, to adopt such a course, reporting the result for the information of 
Government. 

7. Ill 

* 1. Vunkut Rao, 3. Abba Ablieyung Kur, 3. The Rramclmree, 4. Damother Sliastree. 
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7. In reply to the reference made to the Right Honourable the Governor 
General of India, his Ixtrdsbip stated his opinion, that the proofs obtained 
against these individuals would hardly seem to be sufficient to warrant the 
adoption of any measures of severity towards them. 

8. Gopy of this reply was forwarded to the Resident at Sattara, and to the 
Political Agent in the Southern Mahratta country. 

9. On the 8th September last, the Agent for Sirdars in the Deccan sub¬ 
mitted translation of a yad presented to him by a person named Neclkunt, 
the accredited agent of .Tunardtiun Narrain Dcshpaiinday, a Sirdar of the third 
class, and of letters therein alluded to, to the address of the ex-Peishwa, con¬ 
cerning the construction of a gArtwt* on the banks of the Krishna, at the village 
of Malialec, near Sattara, and which latter docunienLs the Sirdar requested 
might be forwarded through the Agent to Rajee Rao. 

10. In forwarding this communication, the Agent for Sirdars observed, that 
as this charitable work would, if completed, be of consideiable advantage to 
the community, he begged to solicit tlii' orders of Government, either to irank 
the envelope containing the letters above-menfioned to the addicss of Rajee 
Rao, or to forward them to the (Commissioner at Ritloor, jirovided the Kaja of 
Sattara had no objection to allow the e\-Peishwa to construct tlie intended 
building within his lliglmess’s territory, or if no impediment of a political nature 
existed. 

11. The subject having been referred by us to the Resident at Sattara, that 
officer, in reply, referred to his letter dated the‘2.'jth .luly| 1S3S, ui which he 
hud stated his opinion, tl^t .lunaidliun Murrain Dcshpaiinday (the writer of 
the present letters to Rajec Rao) was connecti'd with tlie political mission .sup¬ 
posed to be carried on by the ev-Peishvva with the Deccan. 

12. The Resident observed,that the translation of the letter from this person to 
the address of the ex- Peishwa, now forwarded, I'ully confirinc'd those partieulais, 
since it was thciein stated, that the writer had been at Rittoor with his Highness 
the cx-Peisiiwa ; that he had lately (piitted Shewajioor and ainved at Sattara; 
that he had an interview with his Highness the C'hntturputtec, and had be- 
.sought him on the subject (of the ghaut) ; that his Highness said, that should 
Rajashree Rao comjilete the ghaut, it would imjiait much joy and pleasme to 
him (the ('hntturputtcel, and that he would not lu any way obstiuct the 
execution of the work. 

13. Colonel Ovans remarked that, as regards this singular statement, it 
would doubtle.ss occur to Government, that if the c.x-Pcishwa had any com¬ 
munication to make at Sattara, such eoummnioation should have been made 
through the regular channels of the ('oniinissioner and tlie Resident respec¬ 
tively, that no agent should have been sent direct, and that the Raja of Sat- 

* tara w'as not authorized to receive the visit of any such agent, or to have any 
direct coninumieution with him, excejit under the sanction of the Rrithsli 
Government. “ So little, however,” eoiitinued Colonel Ovans, “ arc the cn- 
“ gagements by which hi.s IJighnes.s is hound now attended to. that, as I 
“ before reported, this interview and its objects have never been alluded to 
“ by his Highne.ss, even although the Agent is now at this place, and in the 
“ habit of constant intercour.se with the Raja.” 

13 A. This person. Colonel Ovans further stated, is not only a British sub¬ 
ject, but a pensioner of the British Government and a Sirdar of the third class, 
is an inhabitant of Shewapoor, a village about six coss from Poona, and quite 
unconnected with Sattara; and that it therefore heearnc difticiilt to conceive 
what inducement he could have to enter into such an undertaking as the 
pre.sent. 

14. Colonel Ovan.® doubted the cxjiediency, at the present time, of reviv¬ 
ing the recollection of Rajec Rao at Sattara, or to permit liim to renew his 
coimections with that country, particulaily a.s the plan suggested would afford 

a pretext 
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h \'n'AUA a pretext for constant and direct private communications, even if the con- 
I’A^'Ocs. structiou of the Ghaut and Hhurmsalla should be the sole object of this 
Kccut Lottei (rom apphcatiou. But, he stated, he must beg to express his doubts as to such 
• Moinbay, being the sole object; and that he was supported in this view by the opinion 

15 April 183!) of a pcrson well versed in Mahratta intrigue, and personally well acquainted 

with the ex-Peishwa himself, who decidedly stated, that he perceived reason 
to distrust both the matter and manner of these papers. 

15. On the receipt of Colonel Ovans’s re]>ort, we referred for the instruc* 
tions of the Right Honourable the Governor General of India as to the course 
to be adopted on this occasion, with an observation, that, in our opinion, the 
circumstauct's whi<-h had transpired M'ere exceedingly suspicious, and that the 
Raja of Satlani holding rlircct conuminicalion with an adherent of Bajee 
Rao’s, can be regarded in no other light than as a breach of his treaty with the 
Britisli Go\crnnicut. 

10. In reply, his Lordship stated, that the di'putation on the part of the cx- 
Peishwa to the Raja of Sattara appeared to be of so irregular and improper a 
form as to ilemaud some special notice to be taken of it, both to the one and 
the other of these chiefs, and therefon- requested that we would use our 
discretion, in pointiu” out to the Raja of Sattara, through the Resident at his 
(\)urt, that when ])roper <'hannels of eominuuicatiou are available to persons 
of high rank in the position of himself and the ex-lMshwa, through the British 
>\gents respectively deputed to them, secret and unauthorised intercourse, by 
means of inferior jK-rsons, must be eonsidercil by Ids Lordship not only as 
disreputable, but us highly inexpedient and nnjiropt'r. 

17. Tliis, his Lordslup nliserved, is more partieuliHly the case as regards the 
ex-Peishwa, with wliom the Raja of Sattara should lu- iloubly careful as to 
how he eoinmunicates, as all correspondence wdth one so situated should, on the 
part of a potentate protected by, and wholly dependent on, the British Govern¬ 
ment, be conducted in so honest and inginuous a maimer, as to obviate the 
]>ossibiiity of displeasure on tlm jiart of the paramount powers 

IK. We entertained doiilits us to whether any advantage would aiiscat the 
jircsent moment from making aeoininnnieation to the Raja, of the nature men¬ 
tioned by his Lordship, and we therefore recpic-ted tlu' o])iniun of Colonel 
Gvans as to the exjiedieney, or ollieiwisi', ol sucdi a measure. 

19. Colonel Ovansin reply, stated that he was doubtful whether, at this time 
it would be expedient to address Itis llighne.ss on the subject, or whether any 
good result w’ould follow', unless we w'ere prepared at once to take decided 
steps to enforce the sentiments expressed by the Right Honourable the Go- 
^el•nol• (ieneral. and to jirove to tlie Raja, that if he perseveres in such irregu¬ 
lar communications, the full penalty, as fixed by treaty, will be indicted. 

20. Had this been the only instance in which his Highness had departed 
from the spirit anil letter of his engagements with the British Government, 
Colonel Ovans was of ojiinion that the eominuuieation pointed out would have 
been highly expedient, and, no doubt, would have led to the best results; but 
observed, that w'hen it is considered that the Raja, setting aside alibis engage¬ 
ments with us, now acts on a .systematie defiance of the British Government 
and its officers, and does not hesitate to avow ojieuly his hostile .sentiments; 
and when, in addition to this, it is recollected that so many other grave and 
.serious charges, afl'eeting the very existence of his government, are at this mo¬ 
ment hanging over him, he ventured to submit, that the coinmuiiicatiou sug- 
ge.stcd by the Right Honourable the Governor General, but left to the discre¬ 
tion of this Government, had better bodtlayed until it can be efteetually fol¬ 
lowed up by such steps as it may be in our ] lower to take, should a reply, 
couched in the usual tone of defiance now assumed by the Sattara Goveru- 
nient^.bc returned. 

• 

?1. We were of opinion that the views expressed by Colonel Ovans were 
‘^J^iflod to great eousideralion, and vve determined, in virtue of the discrction- 
a"^ power which had been vested in this Government by the Governor Gcne- 
*-« rul. 



’ GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY. 


39 


ral, to delay, pending a further reference to his Lordship, making any commu¬ 
nication to the Raja on this subject. 

22. We are happy to state, that in a letter from the Secretary with the 
Right Honourable the Governor General of India, dated the 14th ultimo, his 
Lordship records his full approval of our resolution of abstaining from makng 
any intimation to the Raja on the subject of his correspondence with the ex- 
Heishwa, and expresses liis hope that at no distant period, he will be put in 
possession of the views of the home authorities, as to the course to be adopted 
with the Raja, and, in the mean time, agrees with this tiovemment in the i>ro- 
prietyof abstaining from remonstrance which we are not prepared to follow 
up with measures of coercion, in case of our counsel being neglcctc<l, and our 
authority set at defiance. 

23. The whole of the proceedings connected with this subject are forwarded 
with this despatch, and we trust that tlie measures we have adopted on this 
fKJcasion will be approved by your Honourable Committee. 

Wc have. See. 

(Signed) J. Fakimj, 

Bombay. (J. W. Andluson. 

15th April 


SKf.'KET LETTER FROM MR. SECRETARY MlLLOl'CllBY TO 
MR. SE(;HETARY MELVILI.. 

leak'd KUh April (i.)) l.'CJli 

Siu, 

1. Witli reference to the fo\« lh and sixth paragiaphs of the government des- 
])ateh to the address of the Honourable the Secret Committee, No 43, dated the 
I3(li instant, regarding the eoiidiiet of ('aptain ('ogan.in having mived liimself up 
witli the Satfara intrigues since In', arrival 111 Bombay, as iier Majesty’s (.'om- 
inissioner to the Court of his Higlincss the Sultan of Aluscat, I am directed by 
tin* Honourable the (loveiaior in Council to transmit to ymi, for delivery to the 
llonourabh' the Secret Committee, tin- enclosed ])a< l'.et, eoutaining the copy of 
a eoimnunieation from the Seeretary m attendance on tin* Riglit Honourable 
tile Governor General of India, daletl tlie 201h ultimo, expressing tiieconcur- 
it nee ot his l.ordship m the views taken by tins Government ot the matter. 

,\sthe steamer////«// L/WArt//leaves Bombay' this evening, the Govenior in 
Council trusts that the Honourable the Secret (h^ininillce will excuse the irre¬ 
gular mode in which this letter is 1‘orvvarded. 

I have, tve. 

^^Signed) .1. F. Wti i.oii(rnnY, 

Bombay Ca.stle, .Secretary to (lovernment. 

16th April 1S39. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated Ht/i J/m/, A'o. 56 of 1839. 

With reference to our despatch, dated the 13th ultimo. No. 43, relative to 
the Native Mission de[>uted to Kuglaud by his Highness the Raja of Sattara, 
we do ourselves the honour to transmit herewith cojiy of a further eonimuiii- 
cation from the Resident at his Highness's Court dated the 2.5th ultimo, No. 24, 
irom which your Honourable Committee will jierceive, that a Mahomedan 
I'loonshee, named AVu.ssee Oalla, with one companion and a servant, embarked 
on board tlie Hoilourablo Corajiany’s steamer Hugh lAndsaif, whiidi vessel left 
Bombay for Suez on the 16th ultimo, and that his Highness has furnished the 
•Moonshee'with funds to enable him to proceed to England, for the purpose of 

making 
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making certain communications to Mcer Afzul Ally, Agent of bis Highness, 
now residing there. 

We hav?, &c. 

(Signed) J. Fa risk, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson. 

8th May *1839. 


SECRET LETl’ER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated \‘2th September, A'o. 106 of 1830. 

1. With reference to your Honourable Committee’s letter dated the 22d 
January la-st, directing that the final disposal of the case of the Raja of Sattara 
should be deferred until the arrival of the Honourable Sir .T. R. Carnac, wc 
hate now the honour to report our proceedings in connection with this case 
from the 1st June last, the date on which our newly-appointed Governor 
assumed charge of the (government of tlu.s Presidency. 

2. We request the particular attc-ntion of your Ibmourable Committee to 
two minutes, dated the IMlh and 2<)th June last, recorded by inir President. 
In the first of those, afli'r stating his eoiniction that the Raja’s guilt has iJfeen 
fully proved, our Presidiait alluded to threedifi'erent modes of disposing of the 
case, and explained his reasons fi'r desiring that the last should be adopted, 
viz., that on certain conditions an amnesty .should be granted to the Raja foi 
the ])ast. Por the reasons therein assigned, and in deference to what we pre¬ 
sumed are the wishes of your Honourable Committee, tliis proposition was 
cordially a.s.sente<l to by both the Civil Members of this Covernment. 

3. In his .second minute our President sulnnitted his .sentiments respecting 
the mode in which he conceived the lenient mtciitioiis of the British (lovern- 
ment toward.s the Raja ought to be carried into elleet. The basis of the pro¬ 
posed settlement was, that all further diseii.ssions of the Raja's case should 
terminate; that we should abstain from any demand that could be justly con¬ 
sidered penal; and that we should only impose such conditions on the Raja 
aswouid place him in the precise condition intended by the treaty of 1819. 
and as wouhl en.sure efiicient protection to such of his subjects as had, in the 
course of these di.scu.ssions, become obnoxious to him. In these propositions 
we also cordially concurred. 

4. These procei'dings were, without delay, forwarded for the consideration 
and .sanction of the Right Honourable the Covernor General of India, and 
were entirely approved of by his i.ordship, in a letter from Mr. Secretary 
Maddock dated the 12th July, copy of which accompanies (his despatch. 

5. In the ineantiine, however, wc received a letter from his Lordship, for¬ 
warding for our information copies of minutes recorded by the President and 
Members of the Government of India on the Raja of Sattara's case, unani¬ 
mously concurring in opinion that his guilt had been conclusively established, 
and that his otfenccs against the British Government were too serious to be 
overlooked, and that he should be deposed, and his territories annexed to the 
British Indian Empire. 

C. The receipt of this communication did not induce us to alter the line of 
policy which we had previously determined to ])ursuc; but wc request the 
attention of your IJouourablc Coraniitlee to these important documents, as 
containing the deliberate opinions of the highest authorities in India on the 
Raja’s proceedings ; and wc would, at the same time, beg leave respectfully to 
refer your Honourable Committee to the u{>inions of the Right Honourable the 
Governor General of India on the same subject, recorded in his minutes dated 
the 28d September and 29th December 1838, copies of which weie forwarded 
with our despatches dated the 20th October last, jNo. 31, and 31st January, 
Wo. 11, ol 1839. 


7. On 
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7. On the receipt of the Governor General’s sanction to the proposed mode 
of procedure, our President lost no time in proceeding in person to Sattara, for 
the purpose of endeavouring to carry his views into efl’ect, and to restore 
friendly relations between the two states ; and we now beg to solicit the atten¬ 
tive consideration of your Honourable Committee to a minute, dated the 4tli 
instant, just received, in which he has recorded in detail the whole of his pro¬ 
ceedings, and which, we regret to state, terminated in the Raja deliberately 
rejecting the moderate terms offered to him, his consequent deposal, and the 
proclaiming of his brother as his successor. 

8". Throughout these procecding-s our President had the advantage of the 
Honourable Mr. Anderson’s able counsel and advice. This gentleman had 
been obliged to proceed to the Deccan on account of his health, and was thus 
enabled to accompany our President; the whole of whose proceedings met 
with his general acquiescence and support. On this subject, we beg to refer 
to the seventeenth and concluding paragraphs of our President’S'minute. 

9. ^For a detail of wdiat occurred at Sattara, we beg to refer your Honour¬ 

able Committee to the 18th paragraph of our President’s minute, from which 
it will be ob.served that three interviews occurred between the Raja and the 
Governor, and four between the Raja and the Resident. At all these the 
most earnest and strenuous efforts were made to induce the Raja to accept 
the amnesty on the lenient terms proposed ; and, at the last, he was explicitly 
informed of the consequences which would ensue on his rejecting them. We 
lament to .state, that all the.se efforts to make the Raja sen.siblc of the dangers 
of his situation proved unavailing, and our Ihesident in consequence was 
reluctantly compelled to return to Poona. . 

10. For the nature of the terms thus rejected by the Raja, wc beg to 
refer to the 2lst paragraf)h of our Pre-sident’s minute. Wc are satisfied that 
your Honourable Committee will concur with us in opinion, that they are 
drawn up in a spirit ol' great moderation, and that they contain no stipulation 
which the British ( iovernment could, without a .sacrifice of its reputation, forego 
or recede from, and none which the Raja ought to have felt any ditficulty in 
agreeing to, had he intended hereafter to act up in good faith to the treaty of 
1819, by which he was, ofcourse, previously bound. Our President’s remarks on 
these conditions will be found in the twenty-second paragraph of his minutes; but 
we beg to solicit your Honourable Ck)mmittee’.sattention to the following passage: 

1 am, however, convinced, that it was the first of my conditions which was 
“ the most unpalatable to his Highness and the chief bar to his assent; for to 
“ it his objections appeared to be chiefly directeil at our several interviews, for 
“ he a.sscrted, that he refused to sign the original treaty from which it is 
“ taken three difterent times; and significantly remarked to the President, 
“ that assenting to it would reduce him to the condition of a Mamlutdar, mana- 
“ ger or farmer of a district. What, may I ask, was this, but a formal 
“ renunciation, on his part, of a most important condition of the existing treaty; 
“ and how is it po.ssiblc for us to maintain friendly relations with a prince who 
“ so much mistakes his real position, and thinks so lightly of the obligations 
" which he has contracted, and under which he holds his territories ?” 

11. We now beg to solicit the attention of your Honourable Committee to the 
twenty-fourth paragraph of our President’s minute, wherein life has, in our opinion, 
satisfactorily shewn that the line of policy which he adopted towards the Raja 
was the best, under all the circumstances; that the objections and difficulties 
to the plan of subjecting him to a formal trial before a Commission were insur¬ 
mountable ; and that the uncontrovertible nature of the evidence eibtained 
against the Raja rendered this measure altogether supererogatory. 

12. In the succeeding paragraphs, our President first shews that he was vested 
with full powers to act bn this painful occasion, and states his reasons why he 
determined at once to do so, under the general authority of the Right Honour¬ 
able the Governor General, conveyed in Mr. Secretary Maddock's letter, of the 
12th July last. 
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,, SATTARA 13. The arrangement finally resol vedon and carried into effect, was the deposal 

PAPERS. _ of the Raja, and the preservation of the integrity of the Sattara State in the person 

tcorct Letter ftou. f-he next in succession. In the twenty-sixth paragraph, 

Bombw, our President details his reasons for adopting this course, in preference to that 

. 19 Sept. 1839. of resuming the Sattara territories and annexing them to our own. On this 

important part of the question we are willing to concede that opinions may be 
divided; but we have no hesitation in stating our own conviction, that our 
President’s arrangement, under the actual state of the case, was the best and 
most expedient that could have been adopted, but that, in the event of its being 
deemed impolitic, an opportunity will, in all human probability, present itself 
in a few years, for rectifying what may be deemed erroneous. 

14. The policy having been determined on, it next became necessary to 
decide in whose favour, and on what conditions, it should be carried into 
effect; and upon .this part of the subject we would refer your Honourable 
Committee ti» the twenty-seventh and tw'cnty-eighth paragraphs of our Presi¬ 
dent’s minute. Vour Honourable Committee are aware that the Raja’s brother, 
in tho month of March last, apprehending that his life was in danger, tj[ircw 
himself on the protection of the Briti.sh Government, under the circumstances 
reported in ourdes])uteh dated the I3th April last. Of the character of this 
prince but little is known; but, as our President has remarked, he was the 
onlj- person on w hom the sovereignty could have been conferred, since no one 
else possesses any claim; and we trust that, warned by the example of his 
brother, he will be induced to act according to treaty, and enable us to main¬ 
tain tiio -alliance between the two States in the manner contemplated by that 
treaty. 

15. The coudilions under which the new Raja has been recognized are only 
four in numlier, and secure no advantages to the British Government which it 
is not already entitled to ; except that the second -and tliiid prc\ent .subjects of 
future collision, and were requiiid in consequence of the uiucasonable pieten- 
sions set up by the late Raja, and the disputes which ha\c hu- some yeais past 
existed between him and his Jagheerd-ars. This arrangement, while it secures 
to the llaja the same service and pecuniary payments which he was before 
entitled to, will, we conceive, promote future harmony and good understanding 
between the two Governments. 

IG. Although no apprehensions existed that open resistance and opposition 
would be offered, nevertheless our President, being of ojiinion that on these 
occasions, ample means .should be provided to overcome re.sistauce, and thus to 
avoid tumult and bloodshed, deemed it desirable, on his return to Poona, to 
direct a reinforcement of troops, to the extent noticed in the thirtieth para¬ 
graph oi' his minute, to march to Sattara, and to direct the Resident to delay 
acting on the instructions until their arrival. 

17. ll was further deemed advisable to issue a proclamation on this occasion, 
briefly reciting the circumstances which have compelled the British Govern¬ 
ment to dethrone the Raja. A copy of this document will be found in the 
Appendix to our President’s minute (marked D, No. I); and we only deem it 
requisite to ob.serve, that we consider that it is exceedingly well calculated to 
prevent tlic motives and conduct of the British Government being misconstrued 
and misrepresented. 

18. Tt is to us a source of the highest satisfaction now to be able to inform 
■ your Honourable Committee, that the whole of these arrangements were suc¬ 
cessfully carried into effect by the Resident, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, on the 
morning of the 5th instant, without collision or disturbance of any kind. 

19. We beg to refer your Honourable Committee, for further particulars, to 
the Re.sident’.s report of his proceedings, forming an accompaniment to this 
dcsiiatch, and to our President’s minute thereon, recording high sense he 

* cntoitains of tlie judgment, discretion, and firmness displayed by*Lieutenant 
('uloncl Ovans in the performance of the delicate and important duties confided 
io him, and of the consideration and indulgence extended by him to the Raja; 
in which senUments we most cordially concur. We need not assure your 

, Honourable 



Honourable Committee, that the utmost attention will continue to be paid to SA.TTAB4 
the personal comfort and convenience of the ex- Raja and his family. PAPEftS.* 

* 20. We now solicit the attention of your Honourable Committee to that Lrtter <h 
portion of our President’s minute (paragraphs 33 to 41), wherein he has endea- 12 
voured to trace the causes which occasioned the failure in acconmlishing the 
objects of his visit to Sattara, and the consequent downfall of the Raja. These 
are chiefly- two: first, the Rma’s character ; and second, his reliance on the 
numerous agencies he has established both in this country and in England. 

21. In regard to the first, our President has most justly observed : “ From 
" the day we seated the Raja on the throne, we have discovered that he 
" was a disappointed and dissatisfied prince, infiated with wild and extrava- 
“ gant notions of his ovvn importance, ambitious to extend his dominions, and 
" constantly occupied in the most absurd and ridiculous intrigues with the 
“ view of effecting his purpose.” This view is then supported by the most 
respectable testimonies : by that of Captain Grant Duff: by that of Colonel 
Briggs, delivered in language almost prophetic upwards of twelve years ago : 
by reference to the evidence afforded in the “ Historical Sketch ” forwarded to 
the Governor General of India by the Raja’s own advocate. Dr. Milne; and 
lately, by the fact that his Highness has of late permitted himself to be ad¬ 
dressed by the imperial title of “ Hindu Pad-padslia Sirkar,” or king of the 
Hindoos. In further elucidation of the Raja’s character, we request your 
Honourable Committee to refer to the eighty-seventh paragraph of the late Sir 
Robert Grant’s minute dated the 15th May 1838, and to the eleventh and 
following paragraphs of that dated the 31st of May, forwarded with our des¬ 
patches dated the 19th May and 1st .June, Nos. 3 and 6 of 1838. 

22. With respect to the second cause, our President has adduced ample 
proofs. With regard to Dr. Milne, we deem it right to observe that, although 
at au early jieriod of these proceedings, he was permitted by the Governor 
General of India to become the Raja’s advocate, such permission was, in con¬ 
sequence of his intemperate conduct, subsequently withdrawn ; but that the 
correspondence intercepted by the Resident at Sattara proves that, in defiance 
of his Lordship’s explicit prohibition, he has continued actively to engage in 
these proceedings, and has latterly suggested to the Raja to prepare to send 
another mission to England. On the subject of this gentleman’s conduct, we 
beg to refer to our despatch to your Honourable Committee dated the 5th 
September 1838. 

23. In elucidation of Captain Cogan’s proceedings, we annex copy of a 
letter which was received from that gentleman dated the 23d of July, and of 
our reply thereto, regarding the invitation wliich he received from the Raja to 
visit him at Sattara. In connexion with this, we solicit attention to the version 
afforded of this transaction in the intercepted correspondence (Appendices E 
and F) forwarded by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, with his letters of the 8th and 
31st ultimo, and we shall leave it to your Honourable Committee to draw your 
own conclusions on the subject. We shall merely add, that there appears to 
us to be no doubt whatever of the authenticity of this correspondence. We 
had not the slightest reason for believing, from the report which our President 
made in Council of his interview with Captain Cogan on the 24th July last, 
when he delivered the Raja’s letter unopened, that that officer, as the Raja’s 
agent, had been in any way a party in procuring it. 

I 24 . We beg also to refer to the thirty-ninth paragraph of the minute, shewing 
that the Raja’s agents have resorted to the public press, to inspire him with 
confidence in the success of his eixertions to resist and defy the local authori¬ 
ties in India. And on this point, also, we request Ibat a reference may be 
made to our despatch dated the 5th September 1838 to your Honourable 
Committee, pointing out how grossly the freedom of the press has been abused 
in tlie case of the Raja of Sattara. ‘ , 

25. It is by these means, we are of opinion, that our President was foiled 
in his endeavours to awaken the Raja to a just sense of the dangers of his posi¬ 
tion ; and we entirely concur with him in opinion, that if these are allowed to 
continue, in operation, “ either the authority of the Govft*""'"P''^e 
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I?; SATTAttA “ country will be entirely undermined, or, in a few years, there will not 

|v PAPERS. “ be a single Native State left in India.” The same opinion, as remarked by 

IjBecrei L^er from President, has been recorded by the late Sir John Malcolm, one of the 
P Bombay, most eminent of our Indian functionaries. * 

I - sept. 1839. With regard to the future residence of the ex-Raja, and the allowances 

* to be assigned for the support of himself and family, our President has sug¬ 

gested a reference to the Right Honourable the .GovernorGeneral of India; 
at the same time stating, that he is of opinion that he should be removed, 
either to Benares, .or to some suitable place within the Madras territory, and 
that from one lack to one lack and twenty-five thousand rupees should be 
paid to him from the Sattara revenues. 

27. We beg to draw your Honourable Committee’s attention to the fifteenth 
paragraph of our President’s minute, recording the high sense he entertains of 
the cordial co-operation, and the valuable information which he received 
throughout these proceedings from the Resident, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, 
who, we are of opinion, has, during the whole of the discussions on the Sattara 
case, exhibited that degree of sound judgment, unwearied industry, firmness, 
and decision, under circumstances of extraordinary difficulty, which cannot 
piil to secure to him the highest approbation of the superior authorities. 

28. The high and justly merited commendation bestowed in the forty-eighth 
paragraph of our President’s minute upon the valuable services of Mr. Wil¬ 
loughby will, we are ])ersuaded, secure for that able public servant your 
marked approbation. 

.29. Since Mr. Anderson has returned to the Presidency he has briefly 
recorded his opinion of the transactions at Sattara, now reported; to which 
we beg to refer your Honourable Committee, as w’cll as to a minute recorded by 
the Honourable Mr. Parish, expressing his cordial concurrence in the whole 
course of proceedings which has been ably followed out. 

30. In conclusion, we cannot refrain from expressing our high admiration 
of our Honourable President’s proceedings. His earnest wish and desire to 
save the Raja were undoubted, and the moderation and forbearance which he 
exercised towards this unfortunate prince, as long as any hope remained of his 
yielding to the few conditions imposed on him, were only equalled by the 
promptitude and decision of his measures after that hope had become 
extinguished. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) James Parish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson. 

12th September 1839. 


f ccret Letur from SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

■j; Boi'.’.hay, 

'i 7 Oct. 1839. Dated!th October, No. 114 q/'1839. 

1. In our despatch dated the 12th ultimo. No. 106, we had the honour to 
report, in -detail, the measures which our President had found it necessary to 
adopt at Sattara, and we now beg to report to your Honourable Committee our 

. subsequent proceedings in connection with that Government. ^ 

2. As an accompaniment to this despatch, we forward copy of a' letter to 
Mr. Secretary Maddock, dated the 18th ultimo, transmitting for the considera¬ 
tion of t^e Right Honourable the Governor General of India our President’s 
minute of his proceedings at Sattara, and requesting his Lordship’s instruc¬ 
tions regarding the future residence of the ex-Raja. 

‘ 3. Immediately after his return to Poona, our President issued instructions 

fer the release of Govind Row, Dewan, and the Bramin Untajee, who were con- 
;;i4ned as state prisoners, for having tampered with the Native officers of the 
. /Twenty-third Regiment. 

. 4. The 
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4. The Resident at Sattara was, at the same time, requested to report whe¬ 
ther Buiwunt Row Chitnavees might not also be released; and that officer 
having replied in tlie affirmative, he has been released accordingly, witli an 
intimation that he will not be permitted to return to Sattara without the pre¬ 
vious sanction of the British Government. 

5. On the *23d ultimo the Resident reported, that the whole of the persons 
implicated in theex-Raja’s intrigues, in confinementatSattara, had been released, 
and that all the witnesses had been permitted to return home. 

6. In consequence of the tranquil aspect of affairs at Sattara, the whole of 
the troops detached to that place have retained to Poona; with the exception 
of a detachment of Native Infantry and a small detail of Irregular Horse, 
required to guard"the ex-Raja. 

7. In a letter dated the 23d ultimo, the Resident called our attention to a 
gross libel published in the Bombay Gazette of the 20th ultimo, a^inst the 
present Raja of Sattara, to the effect that, on the day of his installation, he 
was so drunk as to require being carried on a board to his palace by four men. 
We solicit the attention of your Honourable Committee to this commuuicatioq, 
and to the remarks of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans on this calumnious statement, 
for which there is not the ^lightest foundation. 

8. We entertain no doubt that this libel is actionable in a court of law, but 
we question the expediency of instituting legal proceedings against the paper 
in which it has appeared. We deem it, however, our duty to bring it to the 
special notice of your Honourable Committee. 

9. We de(!m it also proper, at the same time, to request your attention to the 
libellous character of several articles which have been recently published in 
the Gazette on the Sattara case, generally; and more particularly to an inflam- 
malory letter which appeared in that paper of the 20th ultitho, under the sig¬ 
nature of “ A Native Politician.” On this subject the Resident has remarked 
as follows: “ The profits reaped by some of the principal agents of the Gazette 
“ from the late intrigues are now at an end, and therefore it is natural enough 

thej’’ should be disappointed at the new order of things: yet it remains for 

Government to decide whether this paper shall be permitted to disseminate 
“ such malignant libels with impunity, implicating, as they indirectly do, the 
“ character of the British Government itself." 

10. I’he favourable te timony borne to the character of the present Raja in 
the eighth paragraph of the Resident’s despatch, cannot fail to afford satis¬ 
faction to your Honourable Committee, 

11. In a letter dated the 24th ultimo, the Resident reported that the Raja 
had issued the three following proclamations:— 

The first, abolishing the practice of suttee within his dominions: 

The second, discontinuing the levy of transit duties within his territory; 

The third, declaring the Company’s coinage current within his territory. 

12. The abolition of suttee within the limits of the Sattara State, in which 
heretofore it has been so painfully prevalent, will be hailed with satisfaction 
bjr your Honourable Committee and by every friend of humanity. We enter¬ 
tain no doiibt that the Raja resolved on this measure, from the knowledge 
which he possesses of the abhorrence with which the inhuman rite of suttee is 
held by the British Government; but it will be as satisfactory to your 
Honourable Committee as it has been to us, to be informed that the act was 
entirely spontaneous on the Raja’s part, and consequently reflects the greater 
credit on him. On this subject the Resident reports as follows" In justice 
** to the Raja, I deem it incumbent on me to state, that the abolition of the 
“ rite of suttee was entirely voluntary on the part of his Highness. After 
" stating to me personally, that he was aware of the light in which this rite 
“ was vjevved by the British Government, and the fruitless attempts hitherto 
" made to suppress it here, he declared it to be his' intention to follow the 
“ example of the British Government in suppressing it, and this declaration 
” he has now fulfilled by public proclamation. After witnessing the harrow- 
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“ ing scenes which 1 have done here, and seeing with my own eyes these 
“ miserable victims led down to Mahowlee to be sacrificed, and passing the 
“ gates of the British Residency without the power of interfering, I may, I 
“ trust, be permitted to express my heartfelt gratification at this complete 
“ abolition of this horrible rite throughout the whole of this country.” 

13. We trust that the laudable example thus exhibited by the Raja of 
Sattara will soon be followed by other Native Chiefs under this Presidency. 

14. The abolition of transit duties within the Sattara State is satisfactory, 
and is in accordance with the tenth article of the Sattara treaty of the 25th 
September 1819, whereby the Raj *is bound to adopt the same system, with 
regard to customs, as that which may be adopted by the British Government. 

15. With regard to the introduction of the Company’s coinage, your 
Honourable Committee will not fail to recognize in this measure a desire, on 
the part of the Raja, to co-operate in matters of general policy with the British 
Government. 

16. We now beg respectfully to solicit the attention of your Honourable 
Committee to a despatch which we have received from the Resident of Sattara, 
dated the 28th ultimo, and to a minute which our President has recorded 
thereon, containing information of considerable importance regarding the pro¬ 
ceedings of the ex-Raja of Sattara. 

17. From this despatch your Honourable Committee will learn, that the 
whole of the original correspondence which has passed between the Raja and 
Dr. Milne, and other agents in Bombay, is now in the Resident’s possession. 
It is now proved that Dr. Milne first interfered in the Raja’s affairs at the very 
time the Commission was investigating the Raja’s conduct in October 1836, 
and that his interference was spontaneous, and not at the Raja’s request. 

»»■*•** 

18. We beg to refer to the seventeenth paragraph of our President’s minute, 
alluding to a letter from Major-General Robertson to Dr. Milne, clearly 
shewing that the ex-Raja’s intercourse, with Goa was known in 1827 to the 
former officer, and was made by him the subject of communication with the 
late Mr. Nisbet; from wdiich fact it becomes clearly established, that that 
charge cannot have been fabricated to supjmrt the more recent one, of the 
ex-Raja having tampered with our troops in 1830. 

19. We conceive, however, that the most important portion of tlie corres¬ 
pondence which has come into our possession is that of M. de-, an 

adventurer who, your Honourable Committee is aware, came out to Bombay 
in 1837 in the retinue of the Ambassador of the King of Oude. On this 
subject our President has remarked as follows :—“ I beg particular reference 
“ may be made to the paper marked No. 13, designated ‘ Case of his Royal 
“ Highness the King of Sattiua as related by himself;’ because herein we 
“ have, from another independent source, a key to the ex-Raja’s infatuated 
“ proceedings, namely, that from the first he was dissatisfied; that he con- 
“ sidered he had been diq)ed by his best friend, the Honourable Mr. Elphin- 
“ stone, and was hence predisposed, from the first, to enter into the wild and 
“ extravagant plots proved against him.” 

20. Your Honourable Committee is aware, that the greater portion of this 
correspondence was formerly intercepted by the Resident, and has been 
already brought to your notice in our despatches dated as per margin, and to 
which we now beg to refer; more especially to our remarks regarding the 
mode in which Dr. Milne has availed himself of tne public press, during his 
advocacy of the ex-Raja’s cause. 

2i; . 

.+• f * ♦ ♦ » ‘ 

We earnestly entreat the attention of your Honourable Committee to our 
President's just and forcible remarks in the twelfth paragraph of his minute, 

, . resiiecting 
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respecting the evils which will result to the Native (Chiefs of India from the 
interference in their affairs of such irresponsible agents, and if Dr. Milne’s 
interpretation of the terms of the present charter on the subject be correct. 

22. We further solicit your attention to accompaniment No. 8 of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans’s despatch, from which it will be perceived that sums, amounting 
in the aggregate to upwards of three lacs and sixty-three thousand rupees, have 
already been traced, as having been squandered among the ex-Raja’s agents. 

23. An important letter has likewise been discovered in corroboration of the 
ex-Raja’s intrigues with Goa. This is commented' on by our President in the 
fourteenth paragraph of his minute—the document establishing two material 
facts; the first, that the Swamee of Sunkeshwer visited the ex-Raja at Sat- 
tara; the second, that Nago Deorao was the agent employed “ in the business ” 
in which they were engaged. The intimate knowledge which your Honour¬ 
able Committee already possess of the particulars of the Goa charge, renders 
it unnecessary for us to point out in detail, how strongly these two facts con¬ 
firm the evidence by which the charge was previously supported. 

24. In conclusion, we beg to call your attention to the additional proof now 
furnished by the Resident of the ex-Raja having assumed the imperial title of 
King of the Hindoos. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) ,J. Fauish, 

Bombay Castle G. W. Andekson. 

7th October 1839. 
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7. We now beg to request the attention of your Honourable Committee to 
another letter and enclosures which we have received from the Resident at Sat- 
tara, dated the 19th instant. 

8. Your Honourable Committee are aware that it was stated by some of the 
emissaries apprehended at Nellore, that the ex-Raja of Sattara’s intrigues 
extended as far as the Punjaub; and from the evidence of these persons, now 
forwarded, through whom these intrigues were conducted, there seems to be no 
doubt that the statement of the Nellore emissaries is substantially correct. 

9. With the same letter the Resident has forwarded two documents found 
in the dufter, or records, of the ex-Raja. One of these we conceive to be of 
considerable importance, nearly the whole of it being in the ex-Raja’s own 
hand-writing, and affording another key to his extraordinary proceedings. It 
purports to be an estimate of what the ex-Raja considered to be the extent of 
his raj, or dominions, calculated to be of the value of four crores and nineteen 
lacs and fifty thousand rupees, in which is included the territory belonging 
to the Guicowar, Scindia, Holkar, Nagpore, and that of various other petty 
princes. Of this only 51,47,000 was to be continued to them, and 3,68,03,000 . 
were to revert to the ex-Raja eventually, and 53,00,000 immediately on the 
contemplated arrangements being effected. 

10. In reference to this document Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans has remarked: 

“ The other designs in which the ex-Raja is proved to have engaged have 
“ been pronounced wild and extravagant; but here we have proof, under his 

“ own hand, of designs quite as wild and quite as extravagant as any of tho.se , 
“ hitherto brought to light, and which show that his mind was fully bent on 
“ the realization of schemes of aggrandizement quite' incompatible with his 
“ position as fixed by the treaty, and subversive of his alliance with the 
“ British Government.” 
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SAHARA ] 1. In conclusion, wc beg to report that we have not received the reply of 
PAPERS.^ night Honourable the Governor-General of India to our report of the 

tlStoet £cMr from measures recently adopted at Sattara, and that the ex-Raja still eontinues at 
Bombay, Neemb, the place to which he was removed on his dethronement. 

28_Oct. 1839. We have, &c. 


(Signed) J. Parish, 

Bombay Castle. G. W. Andersoh. 

28 th October 1830. 



SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 2^th November, No. 128 of 1839. 

1. We have the honour to transmit, for the information of your Honourable 
Committee, copy of a letter from tiic Secretaiy^ to the Government of India, 
in attendance on the Right Honourable the Governor General of India, dated 
the 24th ultimo, communicating his Lordship’s sentiments and instructions on 
the proceedings recently adopted by our Resident at Sattara, and which have 
been fully reported to your Honourable Committee in our despatches dated as 
per margin.* 


2. In reference to the disposal of the cx-Raja of Sattara it is observed, that 
after an attentive perusal of the papers transmitted to the Governor General, 
his Lordship feels fully convinced “ that, after the ob-stinate refusal by the 
“ Raja, of the very lenient terms which were oflered to him by the Governor, 
“ as the conditions on which an amnesty was to be granted for his past con- 
“ duct, aggravated as that refusal was, liy the clearest indications of the un- 
“ grateful and ambitions spirit by which he has been animated, there was no 
“ course left but to depose him from power.” 


3. His Lordship then notices the gross infractions of his engagements with 
the British Government establi.slicd against the ex-Raja, and his objecting 
principally to give the assurance required from him, because it W'as to be 
viewed as a second ratification and confirmation of the most important stipula¬ 
tions of the treaty; and, in conclusion, gives his full .sanction and support to 
the measure of deposition, to which our President was reluctantly compelled 
to re.sort. 


4. With respect to the policy adopted, consequent to the deposal of the 
ex-Raja, bis Lordshijj observes that, although there may be a difference of 
opinion on the subject, still “ he attaches great weight to the arguments 
“ which are adduced, in favour of the measure which our President adopted, 
“ of raising the Raja’s brother to the vacant throne, and that he had already 
“ afforded the sanction of his authority to that measure if our Pre.sident should 
“ see fit to decide upon it; and the peaceful manner in which the change has 
“ been effected, the ready acquiescence of the people in that change, and the 
“ promise of improved government which has ensued, are circumstances 
“ strongly in favour of that course.” 

5. We have informed your Honourable Committee that we solicited the 
Governor General's instructions, 1st, in regard to the provision to be assigned 
to the ex-Raja and his family : 2d, in regard to his future place of residence. 
His Lordship has requested our President to fix the amount of stipend to be 
allowed from the Sattara revenues to the ex-Raja, and has resolved to select 
Benares as the place of his future residence. 

6. We have the satisfaction of informing your Honourable Committee, that 
^ the treaty under which the ex-Raja’s brother has been elevated to the throne 

has been returned to us, duly ratified by the Right Honourable the Governor 
General of India. 


* 12tb Sept, ood 7th Oct. 1839. • 


7. In 
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7. In conclusion, his Lordship states that he may take anotlxcr ojxportunity SATl’AHA 
of adverting to other topics introduced in our President’s minute of his pro- . PAPEltS- 
ceedings at Sattara, and that he only deems it necessary, on the present occa- 

sion, further to express his best thanks to our President for the anxious atten- Uombay, 
tion which he has bestowed upon this important subject, and to record his 28 Nov. i83t 
satisfaction that the change of Government at Sattara, under the Judicious 
arrangements of Colonel Ovans, was happily effected without bloodshed or 
disturbance. 

8. On the receipt of this despatch, our President has informed us, that it is 
his intention, without loss of time, again to proceed to Sattara, for the pur¬ 
pose of being present at the formal installation of the Raja, making arrange¬ 
ments for the removal of the ex-Raja to Benares, and meeting the Jagheer- 
dars of the Sattara State, who are henceforward to be subjected to the general 
control of the British Government. 

9. We now beg to request the attention of your Honourable Committee to 
two further despatches which we have received from the Resident at Sattara, 
dated the 30th ultimo and 11th instant, containing further proofs of the ex- 
Raja’s hostile and treacherous proceedings against the British Government. 

10. in reference to the first of these letters we may observe, that the infor¬ 
mation contained in the deposition of the Moonshee Wussce Oolla, who was 
engaged by the ex-Raja of Sattara to proceed on a mission to England vici 
Egypt, is of importance, because it corroborates what has been from the first 
suspected, that the ex-Raja’s intrigues were not confined to India, but ex¬ 
tended beyond this country. The Moonshee deposes, that he was charged 
with a message to the Pacha of Egypt, to the effect “ that the rule of the 
“ English extended to the whole of liindoostan ; that the whole of our 
‘ ‘ country has been taken possession of by the English, and that therefore he 
“ should send here his army to co-operate with us and expel the English.” 

This message is stated to have been personally communicated to the Moon- 
shee, bv the ex-Raja. in the presence of the Seenaputty. 

11. We are strongly impressed with the conviction, tliat the full extent of 
the ex-Raja’s intrigues has not yet been discovered. The discoveries re¬ 
cently made at Kurnool may very probably add to our knowledge of them; 
and we will only now further renuirk, that every accession of evidence ob¬ 
tained on ibis subject is of importance, because it tends to e.stablish, that thi.s 
infatuated prince had grotmds lor sujxposing, though uuknow'u to us, that he 
was only one of a numerous and powerful conl'ederacy, secretly formed 
against the British Government ol’India. 

12. The evidence forwarded with tin; Resident’s letter of the 11th instant is 
important, and corroborates the fact of the ex-Raja (laving, contrary to liis 
treaty with the British (lovernmeul, maintained an intercourse with foreigi! 
states. The mission of the cazee, Kuramut Oolla Khau, on his behalf, to the 
Nizam’s Government, is proved. The cazee, on this oesasion, was fiirnisiu d 
by the e.\-Ilajah with an escort and funds, and the object of his mission apjjcars 
from this evidence to have been to form a eouncction between the two .states, 
inimical to the British Goverument. 

13. The communication ivith the Nujoomec, or astrologer, and the question.s 
put to him by the ex-Ilaja respecting the increase of his own dominions, and 
the downfall of the English rule, are also strongly illustrative of the ambitious » 
and hostile spirit with which he has for several years past been animated against ’ 
us. The same may be remarked in regard to his intercourse with the Shahzada 
from Delhi, whose visit to this Presidency in 1832, and subsequent visit to Hy¬ 
derabad, are matters of public notoriety. 

14. Our President has caused copy of this despatch to be sent to the Go¬ 
vernment of Madras, and to the Resident at Hyderabad, in the hope thgt in¬ 
quiry by those .authorities may further elicit the real nature and object of the ’ 
cazee’s mission to the capital of his Highness the Nizam, 

15. We forward, as accompaniments to this despatch, copies of several 
memoranda received from the ex-Raja of Sattara, purporting to be an account 
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of what occurred at the interview.s between himself and our President previous 
to his deposal. As a faithful account of what transpired at these interviews is 
contained in our President’s minute, dated the 4th September last, we consider 
it unnecessary to comment on these communications. 

16. In our letter dated the 7th October, No. 114 of 1839, we reported to 
your Honourable Committee, that almost one of the first acts of the present 
Kaja of Sattara was, to promulgate a proclamation abolishing the inhuman 
rite of suttee within his dominions; and we now transmit copy of a letter 
which we have received from Mr. Secretary Maddock, communicating the 
satisfaction which the Right Honourable the Governor General of India has 
derived from the adoption of thi^ measure. 

17. With reference to the seventh to the ninth paragraphs of our despatch, 
dated the 7th ultimo, we further do ourselves the honour of transmitting to 
your Honourable Committee copy of a letter which we have received from 
the Secretary with the Right Honourable the Governor General of India, dated 
the 21st October, communicating the sentiments of his Lordship, as to the 
course best to be adopted on the subject of the libellous articles which have 
been recently published in the Bombay Gazette newspaper, against his High¬ 
ness the present Raja of Sattara, and on the Sattara case generally. 

18. In conclusion, we have the honour to forward copy of a letter just re¬ 
ceived from the Resident at Sattara, dated the 20th instant, transmitting 
translations of two original papers in the hand-writing of the ex-llaja of Sat¬ 
tara, discovered in a secret i)art of the Ranee’s apartments in the palace. 

19. As stated by the Resident, these papers are of importance, as aflbrding 
additional evidencts, of a most authentic description, of the ambitious designs 
formed by the cx-Raja, and of the belief which he cherished, that within a 
given time, or about the period that his attempt to tamper with our troops was 
detected, hisra/ (rule) would become as extensive as desired. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Farish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W Anderson. 

28th November 1839. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY 
Dated '6\st December, No 134 of 1839. 

1. With reference to the eighth paragraph of our despatch, dated the 28th 
ultimo. No. 128, we beg to report to your Honourable Committee, that our Ho¬ 
nourable President arrived at Sattara, on his second visit to that place, on the 
16th ultimo, for the purpose of being present at the formal installation of the 
Raja, making all requisite arrangements for the removal to Benares of the ex- 
Raja, and meeting the Jagheerdars of the Sattara state, who, by the terms of the 
new treaty, are henceforward placed under the general control of the British 
Government. 

2. For the full particulars of the proceedings adopted by our Honourable 
President in carrying these objects into effect, we beg to refer your Honourable 
Committee to his minute recorded under date the 25th ultimo, and ahso to the 
two minutes recorded by the Honourable Mr. Farish and Mr. Anderson on the 
3d and 4tli instant, expressing their cordial concurrence in the whole of the 
measures adopted. 

3. Ybur Honourable Committee, we are confident, will derive the highest 
gratification, from learning that everything connected with the Raja’s installa¬ 
tion was conducted in a most satisfactory manner, and that his Highness has 
given the most decisive proofs of his earnest desire for the improvement of his 
country, and for conducting its management in the most creditable manner. 

4. We also beg to draw the particular attention of your Honourable Com¬ 
mittee to the two letters addressed by our Political Secretary to T.ieutenant- 
Colouel Ovans, the Resident at Sattara, and to Mr. Secretary Maddock, under 

dates 
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dates the 21st and 25th ultimo, Nos. 1.07 and 205. Copy of Colonel Ovans’s 
letter, dated the 28th September, No. 47, thereiu alluded to, also accompanies 
this despatch. . 

5. From the second and third paragraphs of the former communication your 
Honourable Committee will perceive that, subject to the contirmatioii of the 
Right Honourable the Governor General of India, an allowance of one lac and 
twenty thousand rupees per annum has been assigned by this Government for 
the support and dignity of the ex-Raja and his family, payable by the Sattara 
Government in monthly instalments of ten thousand rupees; and that, in orc^er 
to obviate future misunderstanding and dispute, it has been further determined 
that this allowance shall be distributed in the following proportions, and shall 
terminate on the death of the respective parties • 


To the ex-Raja...... .. 

KUPKKS. 

.... 7,700 per mcnscni 

RUPEES. 

per annum. 

To his first wife. 

... 1,000 

d0« 

12,000 

do. 

To his second wife . 

.... 800 

do. 

9,600 

do. 

To his daughter.. 

.... 500 

do. 

6,000 

do. 

Total Rupees,., 

...10,000 

do. 

1,20,000 

do. 


8. From Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter, dated the 7th instant. No. 62,your 
Honourable Committee will perceive that the ex-Raja of Sattara, with an escort 
of two hundred men of the eighth regiment Bombay Native Infantry, and 
twenty-eight of the Poona Auxiliary Horse, under the command of Lieutenant 
F. Cristall, commenced his march for Benares on the 7th instant. For the 
particulars of the route by which it is arranged that this party shall proceed 
to Benares, we beg to refer to the Resident’s letter dated the 29th November 
last. No. 60, from which it will be observed, that the ex-Raja will reach Benares 
about the IGth April next. We also beg to forward a copy of a letter from the 
Resident at Sattara, dated the 24th instant, No. 70, stating that the camp of the 
e.\'-Raja arrived at Ahincdunggur on the 20th instant, and that it was expected 
they would reach Malligaum about the 2ud or 3rd proximo. 

9. Lieutenant Cristall has been dirc!cted to shew every attention to the ex- 
Raja on his journey to Benares, and to study his comfort in every possible way 
compatible with his safe custody, but to exercise groat vigilance to prevent 
any communications between the tix-Raja and the Native Chiefs on the line of 
route, and on his arrival at Benares to deliver him over to the chief civil autho¬ 
rity at that station. 

10. We have much pleasure in drawing the attention of your Honourable 
Committee to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter, dated thc28th ultimo. No.277, 
forwarding translation of a yad from the Raja of Sattara, regarding an hospital 
which his Highness has resolved to establish at that place for the benefit of 
his subjects. 

11. The laudable objects contemplated by the Raja in forming this esta¬ 
blishment, as stated by his Highness, are the affording medical aid to all the 
poorer classes of his subjects, the supplying them with medicine gratis, the 
instruction of his subjects in medical science, and the extension of the bles¬ 
sings of vaccination throughout the Sattara territory. 

12. From the reply which we have returned to the Resident’s communica¬ 
tion, your Honourable Committee will perceive the extent of aid which vfre have 
considered it advisable to afford to the Raja for the attainment of his highly 
desirable object, and that we have requested Colonel Ovans to communicate 
to his Highness the high satisfaction experienced by the British Government 
at hi^rcsolution to establish an institution which is calculated to be of so much 
benem to his subjects. 

13. With a subsciquent letter of the same date (28th November) Colonel 
Ovans forwarded to us translation of a further yad from the Raja of Sattara, 


Secret tetter ft 
Bombay, 
31 Uec. 1839 








LETTERS FROM THE 


I SATTARA on the subject of certain public works which his Highness therein states liim- 
I • PAPERS. self to be desirous of constructing. 

''itecret Letter from * 14. Tlie principal works proposed by the Raja to be immediately carried 
^SIdS?^ 9. into e«ect are: 

I 1st. Two bridges on the Poona road, one over the Yeuna, and the other 

over the Kistna rivers : 

2d. The completion of the road to Poona, about seven or eight miles 
? of which is now unmade; 

I • 3d. The formation of a reservoir at Mahableshwur: 

|: 4th. Bungalows and Dhurmsallas for European and Native travellers. 

P 15 . The first and second of these undertakings (namely, the bridges and 

; road) will complete the communications with Poona through the Sattara terri¬ 

tory, which during the monsoon are sometimes completely cut otf. The third, 
(namely, the reservoir) will form a tank near the residence of his Highness at 
Mahableshwur, and will be the means of yielding at all times an abundant 
sup|>ly of water to the residents at Malcolm Peyt and the adjacent country ; 
and the fourth (namely, the erection of Bungalows and Dhurmsallas) will be of 
great utility. 

IG. Dr. Murray, the Superintendent of the convalescent station at Maha- 
bleshwur, having, in reply to a reference made by us to him on the subject, 
stated it to be his opinion, that the coinstruetion of the proposed reservoir at 
Mahableshwur will, when completed, be extremely beneficial to that station, 
both by improving the qualities of the climate, and by affording an increased 
supply of water i’or the purposes of cultivation and of domestic use, we have, 
requested Colonel Ovans to intimate to the Raja the high gratification expe¬ 
rienced by this Government, at learning the laudable intentions of his Highness 
to appropriate a ])ortion of his revenues lo works of general itn|>rovement and 
utility, which, when carried into eflect, will not only ])rove beneficial to his 
country, but afford an ample return for the expen.ses they may occasion. 

17. In a further letter, dated the 28th November last, No. 278, Colonel Ovan.s 
forwarded translation of a i/atl from the Raja ol Sattara, on the .subject of his 
Highness’s w'ish to reform the corps now in his service, amounting to eleven 
hundred sebundios, by selecting from them five or si.x hundred men, to ije 
armed, dressed, and trained under the suj)erintendence of a European officer, 
.so as to render it an efficient local corps. 

18. We consider the pro|)osed reform in this corps to be highly desirable, 
since it will combine both etfieieney and economy ; ;ind we beg to refer to our 
Political Secretary's letter to the Re.sident at Sattara, dated the 14th instant, 
from which your Honourable Committee will |)ereeive the extent of aid which 
we have deemed it advisable to afford llte Raja, for the attainment of this 
desirable object. 

11). The Resident at Sattara having brought to our notice the great difficulty 
that exists in carrying on the ordinary duties of the Residency, from the 
limited scale of his native c.stablisliment of writers and peons, we have autho¬ 
rized an increase thereto, to the extent of 240 rupees per mensem, half the 
expense being defrayed by the Sattara Government, and the remaining half 
by the Jagheerdars noted in the margin.* 

. 20. In consideration of the onerous duties which will, for some time to 

come, devolve on the Resident at Sattara, we have recommended to the Right 
Honourable the Governor General of India, that an additional personal 
allowahce of 600 rupees per mensem should be granted to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans, and that, with reference to the extent of duties, and the eminent ability 

with 

• The Raja of Akulcote, 40 rupees per month. 

The Punt Sucheo.40 do. 

Tlie Duffley.20 do. 

Tlic Nimbalkur .20 do. 


120 rupee*. 
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with which he has performed them, this increase be made retrospective to the 
date of the treaty with the present Raja, namely, the 4th of September last. 

21. With reference to the twelfth to the fourteenth paragraphs of our des¬ 
patch dated the 28th ultimo, No. 128, we do ourselves the honour of herewith 
transmitting copy of a communication which we have received from the Resi¬ 
dent at Hyderabad, in reply to the reference made to that officer on the subject 
of Colonel Ovans’s letter, dated the Hth ultimo, relative to a clandestine corres¬ 
pondence alleged to have been carried on between the Government of Hyder¬ 
abad and the ex-Raj a of Sattara, through the intervention of a cazee named 
Kuramut Oolla. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. R. Carwac, 

Bombay Castle, J. Parish, 

31st December 1838. G. W. Anderson. 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Secret Letter fr 
Bombay, 

31 Dec. 1839 
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EXTRACT SECRET LETTER FROM THE GOVERNMENT 

OF MADRAS. 


S SATTARA 
PAPERS. 

Extract Secret. 
' Letter from 
Madras. 


EXTRACT SECRET LETTER FROM MADRAS, 

Doled 1th Dcccniher, No. 21 ty 1839. 

10. In consequence of a communication from the Bombay Government,* ye 
requested to be informed by the Commissioners, whctlier the report of a con¬ 
federacy against the British Government, of wliich the ex-Raja of Sattara 
was a member, had been confirmed by their inquiries at Kurnool. The Com¬ 
missioners, in reply, stated that they had iw>t di.seovercd any paper in which 
the ex-Raja of Sattara wa.s in any way mentioned; nor had any thing transpired 
in the course of their inquiries, which indicated that there had been any com¬ 
munication between the cx-Raja and Goolara Russool Klian, as parties to a 
confederacy against the British Government. 


* In Consultations, 26lh Not. 1839, Nos. 2 to 4; Collection No. 5 in the packet. 
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LETTERS AND EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM THE 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 


SECRET LETTER FROM THE GOVERNMElVT OF INDIA, 

Tinted 3d Jidtj 1837. 

). We liave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Honourahle 
Committee's letter, under date the 8th February last, regarding the conspi¬ 
racy supposed to have been formed at Sattara. 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Secret Letter fn 
the Govemmer 
of India, 

3 July 1837. 


2. Your Honourable Committee will have received from the (lovernmcnt 
of Bombay a cojjy of the report alluded to in their letter to your address of 
the 17th January last, as having been drawn up by the Commission appointed 
to investigate the circurastant;es connected with the accusation preferred 
against the Raja of Sattara, of an attempt to corrupt the fidelity of our troops, 
as well as a record ol' the opinions of that Government, in regard to the 
degree and mode of punishment to be inflicted on the delinquent chief. 

3. We are not yet in po.ssessiou of sufficient data to enable us to form a 
decisive opinion as to the course to be |nirsued in this matter ; but we have, 
\t;vcrlhele.ss. communicated to the Government of.Bombay our present views 
on this important question, an exjiosition of which is contained in the an¬ 
nexed document.* 


4. It will be seen that we have dis.scntcd from the opinion of the Governor 
in Council of that Presidency, as to the exi>ediency of adopting a middle 
course in this case. We have argued that, if the Raja is guilty of the delin¬ 
quency laid to his charge, and ol" which he has been convicted by the Com¬ 
mission of Inquiry, there should be no compromise with such an offence ; and 
we have refused to recognize the |)riuci|>le, that in a case like the pre.sent, the 
British Government should, from fear of imputations on the purity of its 
motives, refrain from the plain course <d‘ resuming territory and power, when 
those to whom they have been entrusted are using them for our destruction. 

5. We are of opinion that, should the additional information which has 
liceu called for establish beyond all doubt the crimiuality^ of the Raja, and 
afford, moreover, evidence of the participation of all the members of his family 
III his guilt, he should be deposed ; that none of his relatives should be electetl 
to reign in his stead ; and that the Sattara dominions should, at once, be an¬ 
nexed to the British territorie.s. 

6. We have no small gratification in being able to assure ymur Honourable 
Committee that, although some communication would appear to have taken 
place between the Sattara Chief and the ex-Raja of Nagpore, tlie nature of 
which is as yet unknown, no grounds exist for suspecting any of the Native 
Powers to have been implicated in the plot, which vi^as confined to the scene 
where it originated, and totally failed of success; nor has there been any 
manifestation, by other Native States, of disaffection to our Government. 

7. We are equally happy in assuring your Honourable Committee, that we 
have no reason to suspect any of the-European Power-s, now in amity with his 
Majesty, of hav^g been concerned in the intrigues in question. 

8. Copies of the documents illustrative of the matter forming the subject of 

this 

* Secret Coniultations, 29 May 1837, No. 19, Abstract No. 9. 
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I’ SATTAllA this letter* arc herewith forwarded; among which will be found a minute 
PAPERS. recorded by Mr. Shakespear, containing an exposition of his view of the case 
Secret Letter from favourable to the Raja and his Dewan than that which is entertained by 

the Government the other Members of Council), and of the evidence on which the guilt of the 
of India, Raja is at present considered to rest. 

8 July 1837. We have, &c. 

iiy. (Signed) Auckland, 


Fort William, 
3d July 1837. 


A. Ross. 

W. Moriso n , 
H. Shakespear. 


Extract 
Political Letter 
from the 
'Government of 
India, 

SO Oct. 1837. 


EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF 

INDIA, 

Dated 20th October 1837. 

Par. 48. This correspondence"}' relates to the subject of the presents alleged 
to have been sent by the Raja of Sattara to Appa Sahib at Joudpore, and 
stands in connexion with paragraph 6 of a letter addressed by us to the 
Honourable the Secret Committee, dated the 3d July, No. 7 of 1837. 


I : Extract EXTRACT PUBLIC LETTER FROM THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

_i;:;PubUc Letter 

“fe from the Dated Gth January, No. \ of 

pfOvernor General, 

.1 6 Jan. 1838. p^,. 32. I have witnessed with considerable pain the protracted and ex¬ 

tended investigations in which the Government of Bombay has thought it 
necessary to enter, in connection with the original charges against the Raja of 
Sattara, and I have required that the proceedings be terminated, and brought 
under the review of the Supreme Government at the earliest possible period. 


I Political Letter POLITICAL LETTER FROM THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

from the 

Jiovernor General, Dated Itfl October 1838. 

1 I Oct. 1838. • 


1. I have the honour to forward herewith copy of minute recorded by me on 
the 23d ultimo, respecting the course which it will be expedient to pursue 
with regard to the Raja of Sattara, whom I fully believe to have been 
implicated in treasonable practices against this Government. 


2. The whole of the proceedings upon which this opinion is based have 
been already reported to your Honourable Court by the Honourable the 
Goverubr in Council of Bombay. 

I have, &c. 


Simla, 

1st October 1838. 


(Signed) Auckland. 


* Secret Consultations, 29 May 1837, Nos. 11 to 19, Abstracts Nos. S to 9. 
t Consultations, 10 April 1837, No. 61; 19th June, Nos. Sand 9. 



GOVERNMENT OP INDIA. 


57 


POLITICAL LETTER FROM THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

Dated 29th December, No. 24 (2^1838. 

I have the honour, in continuation of my despatch, dated 1st October (No. 
21 ) 1838, to forward to your Honourable Court a further minute recorded by 
me on the affairs of Sattara, as connected with the recent intrigues of the Raja. 

I have, &c. 

Camp at Lahore, (Signed) Auckland. 

29th December ) 838. 


SECRET LETTER FROM THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Dated 1th November, No. 42 of 1839. 

1 . I have the honour to submit, for the information of your Honourable Com¬ 
mittee, the y)aper.s noted on the margin,* relative to the deposal of the Raja of 
Sattara, and the proclaiming his brother as successor. 

2 . The enclosures to the Bombay despatch of the 18th September la.st, 
being A'oluminous, are not sent herewith, particularly as your Honourable 
Committee will have been furnished with thc^ entire despatch from Bombay. 


Camp at Kote Kutchwa, 
7lh November 1839. 


I have, kc. 

(Signed) Auckland. 


SATTAR 

PAPERS: 

P(4itical Let 
from the 
Governor Ger 
39 Dec. 18.' 


Secret Lettc 
from the 
Governor Gent 
7 Nov. 183£ 


Abslr.ict of Contents, Nos. 3 and 4. 
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DESPATCHES FROM THE COURT OF DIRECTORS AND 
SECRET COMMIITEE TO THE GOVERNMENTS OF 
INDIA AND BOMBAY. 


SAITAUA 

PAPERS. 


POLITICAL DESPATCH TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 


Political Despatch 
to the 

Government of 
India, 

13 June 1S38. 


Dated \^th June, No. 39 of 1838. 

1. In a letter dated 6tli January (No. 1) 1838, the Governor General informs 
us, that he has “ witnessed with considerable pain the protracted and extended 
“ investigations into which the Government of Bombay has thought it neces- 
“ sary to enter, in connexion with the original charges again.st the Raja of 
“ Satlara, and that he has required that the proceedings be terminated, and 
” brought under the review of the Supreme Government at the earliest possible 
“ period.” 


2. It is our particular desire to receive, as soon as possible, your review of 
these proceedings; and, in the confidence that it will be transmitted without 
any avoidable delay, we shall suspend our own review of the case till we are 
in possession of yours. At the .same time, we have no hesitation in giving it 
as our decided opinion, that it would be i»ot only a waste of time, but serioii.sly 
detrimental to the character of our Government, to carry on any further iiuniiry 
in the matter. 


London, 

13th June 1838. 


We are, ike. 

(Signed) J. L. Lusiii vuton, 
R. Jkn'kiv;), 

\V. AsTKi.r., 

W. S. Cl.AlIKK, 

.1. Lo( H, 

W. B. Bavi.i:y, 

J. R. ('a UN AC, 

P. VaKS AtiNKW, 
F. Wa 11 i>Kx, 

J. P. Muspkatt, 
H. Shank, 

.1. TnoaMiti.i., 

H. Ai.K.X ANDKU, 

J. Mastkuman. 


Political Despatch POLITICAL DESPATCH TO THE GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY, 

Government of Dated V.Uh June, No. \2 of 1888. 

Bombav, , . , 

13 June 1838. We have perused with great attention the letters noticed in the margin,* 
which relate to certain charges against the Raja of Sattara. The Governor 
General has informed us, that he has required your proceedings on this subject 
to be transmitted and brought under tlie review of the Sujirerne Government 
at the earliest possible period. We hope and trust that these orders of the 
Governor General have been long before this fully complied with by you. In 
this belief, we shall suspend our judgment on these proceedings till we are in 
possession of that of the Supreme Government. At the same time we have 
j ' no 

• Bombay Secret l.ettcrs dated the l.'ith Sept, and 30th Nov. 1836 ; 17th Jan.; Ut and 38tli 
April ; and a-fth .lone 1837. India Political, 3d July (No. '7). 1837. Bombay Secret, 10th .Inly; 
16th and 10th Aug.; and 25th Sept. 18:17. Bombay Political (No. 56), 1837. Bombay Secret, 
21sf. and23d.Gct.: Nfw ’■P9,7 fV-i ’> 'o-jh - : : 
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no hesitation in giving it as our decided opinion, that it would be not only a 
waste of time, but seriously detrimental to the character of our Government, 
to carry on any further inquiry in the matter. 

We are, &c. 

(Signed) J. L. Lusuington, 
R. Jenkins, 

W. Astelx., 


London, 

13th June 1838. 


W. S. Cl.ARKE, 

J. Loch, 

J. R. Caunac, 

P. Vans Agnew, 

F. Waiioen, 

J. Fokues, 

II. Sh.ank, 

J. Thorn Ill Li,, 
W. B, Bavi.ev, 

J. Masteuman, 

G. Lvali,, 

J. P. Muspuatt. 


SATT.4R 

PAPlCRt 

Political Dcsp 
to the 
Govenimen 
Bombay, 
13 June IS.' 


SECRET DESPATCH TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 
Dalai 22d Jaaiian/ 1839. 

As Sir James (^arnac, the Governor of Bombay, has been in communication 
with us on the subject of your proct edings regarding the Raja of Sattara, we 
are particularly desirous that you shoultl suspend any final decision on the 
case until you have had an op])ortnnity of taking into your consideration such 
observations and suggestions as may bo made to you by Sir Jainc.s Carnac on 
a review ol those proceedings. 

In the mean time, it may lie as well for us to state to yon, that we see no 
reason to dissent from the opinion c.vprossed by the Court of Directors in their 
letter of the l.'Jth June, (No. 39) 1838. 

A copy of this letter will be comluuideated to the Governor in Council at 
Bombay, witli a request that he will suspend the transmission of any decision 
to the Raja of Sattara until you shall have had an opportunity of issuing such 
further direction as you may think proper, in reference to this despatch. 

We are, ftc. 

(Signed) J. L. Lvsiiinoton, 
R. Jenkins, 

East-India House, W. Asteli.. 

22d January 1839. 


Secret Despat 
to ilic 

Ciovcrniiient 
India, . 
22 Jan. 1839 


SECRET DESPATCH TO THE (GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY, 

Dated 22d Januarif 1839. 

We transmit to you, for your information and guidance, copy of an instruc¬ 
tion which wo have this day addressed to the Governor General of Ipdia in 
Council relating to the Raja of Sattara, and wo request your particular atten¬ 
tion to the concluding paragraph, in which you are desired to suspend the 
^ansmission of any decision to the Raja on his case, until the receipt of an 
instruction from his Lordship in Council in reference to this despatch. 

• ' We are, See. 

(Signed) J. L. Lusuington, 
11. Jenkin.s, 

East-India House, W. Astej.l. 

20r' 


Secret Despntcl 
to the 

■ (lovernment of 
Bonilwy, 

22 Jan. 1839., 
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MINUTES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY.* 


xMINUTES BY THE GOVERN OR, 

Dated \2tli and VMh Scplcmhcr 183G. 

I l)eg to lay before; the Board a private communication which I ha\'C received 
from the Resident at Saltara. 'I'o prevent suspicion, Colonel Lodwick ha.s 
forwarded the official report through the regular channel ; but, as this letter 
contains the substance of that report, T have, in concert with the Comraander- 
in-Chief, authorized the measures that the Resident deems advi.sable. 

The regiment at Sholapore will not, as was originally intended, move from 
that station until relieved by another corps. The 8lh tiegiment will march to 
Sattara with the apparent object of relieving the 23d Regiment, whenever the 
Resident shall consider further delay dangerous; but 1 agree with him in 
thinking that inforjuation of very great importance may be obtained through 
the agency of the Native officers, relative to the powers combined with the Raja 
of Sattara, provided .secrecy can be maintained ; and of that Colonel Lodwick 
can best j udge. 

The reinforcement of Artillery and the amnuinition will also be prepared. 

Since the Engineers were biDught to Poona, CaiJtain Peat, the officer in 
command, has been indefatigable in his exertions. The old pontoons are 
repaired, and the men have now a very sufficient acf|uaintajice with their pon- 
tooning duties; but, as the train is still v(;ry incomplete, 1 have directed 
Captain Peat to prepare the superstructure for two additional rafts at Poona, 
which on an emergency may be used with casks. The canoes must, J find, be 
constructed in the dock-yard, and would not be ready for .some time. • 

I fear there can be little doubt that the Raja of Sattara has, as the Resident 
affirms, proved faithless to his engagements w'ith the British Government. 
How to deal with him will boa subject of the greatest consideration ; but co})ics 
of Colonel Lodwick’s des}>atches should be immediately forwarded to the 
Government of India, and sent by the Shannon to the Honourable the Court 
of Directors. 

12th September 1836. ‘ (Signed) R. Grant. 

Since writing the foregoing minute, I have received Colonel Lodwick’s 
official report, with tlje depositions of the two Native officers. 

These depositions are not so full as I expected ; but Colonel Lodwick, from 
his knowledge of the parties, must be able to form the best judgment of the 
degree of reliance we ought to ])lace on their testimony. 

I do not think it necessary to discuss the (piestion at this moment, nor indeed 
am I prepared to do so. 1 have, however, thought the papers of sufficient 
importance to require that copies of them should be sent direct to the Supreme 
Government and to the Governor of Agra; and, I trust, my Colleagues will 
approve of my having done so without the loss of a day. 

Colonel Lodwick should be instructed not to allow any change to be appa¬ 
rent in his political intercourse with the Raja of Sattara. 

Ivlth September 183G. (Signed) R. Grant. 

* Some minutes and passages in this division are omitted, for tlie reasons assigned in the 

note in page 1. 



MINUTE BY MR. EDWARD IRONSIDE, 

Dated \Ath September 1836. 

I concur in all that has been done. In venturing an opinion, I beg to 
observe, that I do so with great deference; and I trust, therefore, that my 
motives may not be misconstrued. I am of opinion, considering the great 
importance of the state of affairs, that it would be highly expedient, were the 
Governor and his excellency the Commander-in-chief to return as early as 
possible to the Presidency, in order that there may be a full and united Council, 
and no delays in making such arrangements as may be deemed expedient. 

14th September. (Signed^ E. Ihonside. 


.MINUTE BY .MR. JAMES PARISH, 

Doled \Ath September 18.3C. 

T concur in the meas\ircs that have i)t‘en adopted. The Madras Government 
is not mentioned ; but as Hyderabad is one of the points mentioned by the 
Raja, that Government should, 1 think, be ajiprized. I agree with Mr. 
Ironside in (lie importance of the course which he has sugge.sted for the consi¬ 
deration of the Right Honourable the Governor. 

14th September. (Signed) J. Parish. 


MINU'i’E BY THE GOVERNOR. 

Doled ‘_V/ Ocluber I83G. 

1. I submit to the Board Colonel Lod wick's reply (o the letter addressed to 
him on the 22d instant, which, by an unimjnu taut mistake, was not signed by 
(he Government Seeretary in attendance; and also a de.spalch which was 
received yesterday by expre.ss. The latter only nijuires notice. 

2. Feeling that, when once siispi.cion was excited in the mind of the Raja, 
no circumstances could long remain concealed, I instantly sent to Colonel 
Lodwick the instructions of which tlic accompanying paper is a transcript; 
and, T trust, my colleagues will aiiprove of the course I have adopted. 

3. I have more than once said, (hat I do not entertain the slightest doubt of 
the Native ollieers having told us the truth ; and, after ourollicial report to the 
Secret Committee, wc' are bound to yiroceed with the examination. We must 
not, however, lose sight of the fact, that we have at prasent wo positive proof oi 
the Raja’s guilt; and if we cannot make it, to a ilegree, ayiparcnt to the coun¬ 
try, our measures will be strictly scrutinized. 

4. We must, therefore, so iiroceed, as not to have the semblance of undue 
or umiecessary harshness; and 1 have not thought it right to require the 
.surrender of the. Port of Sattara, nor to make any attempt to seize it. Indeed, 
the possession of this fort would be of little advantage to us, while, to the Raja, 
tile seizure of it would be aii open insult. 

.G. For the same reason, I have determined not to move any troops on Sattara, 
until the Raja has been offered the opportimity of complying with the demands 
of the Resident, Troops could not have left Poona without spreading instant 
alarm through the country. The conspirators, as (’oloncl Lodwick observes, 
would have more time for escape or for collusion ; and as the Raja would, of 
course, say that we need,not have doubted bis readiness to meet our wishes, 
we should neither have so good a case, nor such just grounds for charging him 
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with the'expense of the movement. The baggage cattle have been calldl in 
to Poona to the u.sual muster on the 1st of the month; and, as all will be 
ready, a force could reach Sattara in four days. 

6. I have allowed Colonel Lodwick to use his discretion in seizing the person 
called Scindia’s Vakeel, because he has, I understand, a safe conduct or letter 
of introduction from the Resident at Gwalior to Colonel Lodwick. 

7. For instituting a full inquiry into the case, I propose to appoint a Secret 
Commission, com[)osed of Colonel Lodwick, Colonel Ovans, and Mr. 
Willoughby, if the latter gentleman can possibly be spared from his duties at 
the Presidency at this moment. Of this, however, ray colleagues will be the 
best judges, and to them I leave the determination. 

8. Should Mr. Willoughby be unable to quit the Presidency, it strikes me 
that Mr. .lohn Warden would be the best substitute, and 1 wish either one or 
the other to join me at Dapooree with the least possible delay. 

(Signed) U. Gr.vnt. 


MINUTE BY Mil. EDWARD IRONSIDE, 

WithoHi Dale. 

For the rea.sons stated in the above iniuute, I readily concur in the course 
which has been adopted. Although Mr. Willoughby can ill be spared from 
his duties at the Presidency, I nevertheless at once assent to his undertaking 
the office of Comniis.sioncr ; I also approve of Major Ovans being the other 
Commissioner. 

(Signed) E. Iuoxsidk. 


MINUTE BY MR. .lAMES FARISII, 

Wilhout Date. 

The iirstructions of the 1st October to the Resident appear to me to be in 
every point of view most judicious, and have my entire concurrence. 

(Signed) .1. Parish. 


MINUTE BY MR. JAMES I'ARISH, 

. Dated Ath Oetoher 18I1C. 

An express should, I think, go to Sattara, to acquaint the Resident with the 
ill-advised notice of Sattara affairs in to-day’s Courier, that he may judge of 
the expediency of acting before its intelligence reaches Sattara in ordinary 
course. 

It should be kept secret in the Post Office in what direction the express is 
going, until it starts, lest any emissaries of the Raja take advantage of it, if 
known. 

(Signed) J. Fari.sh. 



MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 5th October 1836. 

(Concurred in by the Civil Members of the Board.) 

Having yesterday received from the Resident at Sattara the letter dated 
the 3d instant, which I now send to the Presidency, I have this morning 
caused to be despatched to him, by express, a letter, of which a transcript is 
also now transmitted. 

The last-mentioned document explains itself, and I shall, therefore, only 
add now, that I have been a good deal embarrassed by the variation of tone 
manifested in the Resident’s recent letters. I do not say this in the way of 
blame, knowing the anxious situation in which Colonel Lodwick is placed, 
but in order that my Civil Colleagues may be fully apprised of my senti¬ 
ments. 

I learn by a private letter from the Political Secretary, that an express has 
been despatched from the Presidency to apprise Colonel Lodwick, by antici¬ 
pation, of an ill-advised notice which has appeared in the Conner newspaper 
of the Sattara affairs, and beg to cx])rcss my full appi'obalion of the proceed- 
ing, 

I believe, however, that hardly any thing can have appeared in the Bombay 
newspapers, which is not already matter of conversation at Sattara; and my 
present impression is, that when the immediate crisis shall have passed, it 
will be our duty severely to animadvert on the indiscretion to which the ])re- 
mature publicity of the whole matter is to be ascribed. 

(Signed) R. GitANT. 


MLMJTB BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Doled the \()lh October 1836. 

((.'oncurred in by the Members of the Board.) 

1. The readiness wiih which tlie Raja of Sattara has complied with our 
demand to siirrender the parties accused of tampering with our troops is re¬ 
markable, and involvets the case, in greater uncertainty; wc must, however, 
await the rcjiort of tlie Commi.ssion. 

2. Mr. Willoughby and Colonel Ovans set off for Sattara last night. Con¬ 
ceiving it of the utmost importance that they should proceed on the examina¬ 
tion immediately, I have taken it on myself to give them instructions in the 
name of the Board. It would have been far more satisfactory to me to submit 
these, in the first instance, to my Civil Colleagues, but the reference must 
have caused a delay of three days, at the very least; and it seemed to me 
that the instructions had better, at any rate, be framed in general terms, and 
that the nature of them so much resulted from those previous transactions in 
which the Hoard acted unanimously, that my Colleagues would approve of 
iny issuing them at once. The draft of them accompanies the present 
minute. 

3. In one only point these instructions have somewhat deviated from the 
view we have hitherto taken. By private letters from Colonel Stewart at 
Hyderabad, and from Sir Charles Metcalfe, I find that those authorities totally 
disbelieve the concurrence of the Nizam, on the one band, and of IlolkSr and 
‘Scindia, on the other, in any plot against our Government. Subject, there¬ 
fore, to what may yet appear, it would seem that the Raja of Sattara is the 
only person of any consequence to whom suspicion attaches; and, if so, no 
reason of policy.appears why we’ should hold out to his Highness any hopes 
'^1 clemency, in the event of his making a candid disclosure of his trans¬ 
gressions. 
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grcssions.' .For this reason, the instructions contain a dii^tihh to the Com¬ 
mission, to use no language to. his Highness which can fetter the Government 
in its future proceedings. 

4. I also submit to the Board the draft of a letter to the Resident at Sattara, 
in reply to his despatch of the 7th instant, and hope my Colleagues will 
approve of it. 

5. Copies of the Resident's letter, and of the instructions to the Commis* 
sion, should be immediately forwarded to the Government of India, and a 
report of our proceedings, up to this date, be transmitted to the Secret Com¬ 
mittee, in continuation of our despatch of the 15th September last. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 


Minute MINUTK BY THE GOVERNOR, 

; by tlic Governor, 

IS Oct. IS-SO. October 1886. 

(('oncurred in by the Civil Members of the Board.) 

It is certainly highly expedient to avoid any act which would hurt the 
feelings, or lower tiie credit of the Raja; but it is infinitely more necessary, 
to take care that no collision shall occur between our troops and the Raja’s 
followers or people. 

If, therefore, there be any room to fear such collision, the Resident should 
be directed to prevent any occasion for it, exydaining the matter to the Raja 
as civilly as possible. Any displeasure that might be caused to his Highness 
is to be risked, rather than the danger to be apjn'ehended on the other .side. 

My inclination is to say that the usual observances had better be avoided; 
but an eye-witness, and especially one accustomed to such occasions and to 
the people, can far better judge than those at a distance. 

With these observations, the matter mu.st be left to (Joloncl Lodwiek. If 
ho feels .satisfied that the Iiazard of collision is next to nothing, and that pro¬ 
vision can be maele to put down at. once auy incipient disturbance, it is the 
w'ish of Government that tlic customary Fiiarks of res])ect to his Highness 
should not be omitted. 

If necessary, he should communicate on this subject with the Haja, who, if 
well disposed, or even raticmally disposed, would of course exert himself to 
obviate all possibility of contention, rather than suffer the indignity of not 
being attended by the troops, as usual. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 
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MINUTE BY' THE GOVERNOR, 
Doted 25t/i October 1836. 


1. The proposition of Colonel Lodwiek turns on views which T consider us 
totally inapplicable to the case. 

2. In ordinary trials for crimes, the (jue.stion being whether a positive law 
has been violated, the decision may turn ott nice points of legal construction, 
or on an accurate examination of precedents. If the case on either side is, 
either by accident or de.sign, imperfectly represented, the .Fudge, knowing- 
nothing of it but what appears at the trial, has very limited means of supplying 
the •defect. Professional aid is, therefore, necessary on both sides; and, 
mdeed, it must be evident that, if allowed to'the accuser, it cannot be denied 
to the accused. 


3. The 
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3. The present case is wholly different. The question is not one of law, 
nor admits of any legal refinements. It is an inquiry, not set on foot by a 
prosecutor, but conducted by the Government itself, which has no bias against 
the Raja, but, on the contrary, the sinccrest wish to see his innocence esta¬ 
blished. The honour, indeed, of the British Government, and also its credit 
for consistency, are deeply concerned in not admitting, except on the most 
irresistible evidence, the guilt of a prince whom the Government raised from a 
prison to a throne, whom it has ever since fostered with friendly care, and 
from whom it has uniformly received all the observances of attachment and 
confidence. 

4. The investigation is immediately conducted by three British officers of 
high character, who know that the sole object of Government is the discovery 
of truth, who cannot possibly have any feeling of interest adverse to the Raja, 
and who, being unembarrassed by legal forms and technicalities, have the 
fullest means and facilities of seeking out all the information attainable. 

5. .Were the Raja to be attended by his counsel, it ought, on similar prin¬ 
ciples, to be held that Government must appear on the occasion by the 
Advocate-General. But I see not the slightest reason for adopting, in tlie 
present case, a course utterly unknown, and, indeed, so palpably inapplicable 
to proceedings of this nature. The Raja may be attended by one of his own 
ministers or confidential friends. No intention exists of warping doubtful 
circumstances to his disadvantage; and, if he be innocent, my conviction is, 
that his cause will find a surer support in the intelligence ami con.sciences of 
the Commissioners, than it could derive from the dexterous tactics and in¬ 
genious pleading of the ablest advocate whom he could hire for his defence. 

0. With regard to the manner of communicating with the Raja, 1 have 
thought it right, as the most effectual as well as the most conciliatory j)ro- 
ceeding, to address a letter from myself to his Highness, in which I staled. 
That circumstances having rendered it necessary for Government to appoint a 
Secret Commission at Sattara, for the purpose of inquiring into certain circum¬ 
stances of great im|>ortance to the country, this Commission, as representing 
the Government, would be entitled to every consideration from his Highness; 
that, during the inquiry, some questions had arisen which involved the 
interests of his Highness; and that, as the Commission could not meet in his 
palace without occasioning a display of publicity, which it was desirable to 
avoid, 1 write with my own liand, to invite him to visit the t'ornmi-ssioners at 
the Residency, when all should he made plain. 

7. In the concluding instructions to the Commission, I desired that this 
letter should be delivered to the Raja by the Political Secretary, as the im¬ 
mediate organ of Government, who would, of course, be introduced by the 
Resident: that if the Raja declined to attend at the Residency, he shouhl be 
refjuested to point out any otlmr itiode, by which a meeting between his 
Highness and the Commissioners could be effected, without compromising the 
dignity of one party, or the duty of the other. . Should the Raja refuse to do 
so, or should Ins proposal be deemed inadmissible, I instructed Mr. Willoughby 
to inform his Highness of the cliarges against him, and of the evidence dn’'Vvhich 
they rested, and to point out, clearly and i'orcibly, the bad impression the 
Government must entertain by his declining to meet these accusations. 

8. Even should this appeal be unavailing, J represented to the Commissioners 
that 1 did not tltink they should close their proceedings, without giving the 
Raja the option of either delivering a written statement of his conduct, or of 
miswcring, in writing, whatever interrogatories the Commission might consider 
it advisable to propose. 

9. It is of so great importance that the Commission should close their pro¬ 
ceedings, to allow Mr. Willoughby and Colonel Ovans to return to their duties, 
that 1 trust the Board will approve of my having answered the reference yvith- 
out previously submitting it to Bombay. We shall now shortly be called upon 
to deliberate on the mode of treating this delicate case, should the Raja of 
Sattara have really proved faithless to his engagements with the British Go- 

S vernment; 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Minute 

by the tioveraoi 
25 Oct. 183G. 



MINUTES OF IME 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Minute. 

by the Governor, 
25 Oct. 1830. 


Minute 

by the Governor, 
25 Nov. 1836. 


Minute 

by the Governor, 
(no date.) 


Minute 

by the Governor, 
S Dec. 1836. 


6G 

vernment; and I request that my Colleagues will give the subject their most 
serious attention, as it will probably be the first on which we shall have to 
consult when we meet at tlte Presidency. 

25th October 183G. (Signed) R. Grant. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 25th November 1836. 

(Subscribed by the Board.) 

1. I think the present state of circumstances warrants, and even requires, 
tliat wc should suspend for a few days our acceptance of the present as well as 
the letter. 

2. This may be signified verbally to the bearer. 

3. It may also be stated to our Resident at Sattara, not with the view of 
his volunteering any communication on the subject to the Raja, but that he 
may be prepared to reply to inquiries if made. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 


25th November 1836. 

MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Without Date. 

(Subscribed by the Board.) 

1 do not think this dress can, under existing circumstances, be received. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 3</ December 1836. 

(Subscribed by the Board.) 

1. I shall hereafter submit to the Board my remarks on the report of the 
Sattara Comrai.ssion. There arc, however, one or two points which should be 
immediately disposed of. 

2. First: Concurring, as I do, with the Commissioners in their suggestions 
regarding the disposal of the prisoners ( vide paragraph 11 of their report), 1 think 
Govind Row Dewan, and the Bramiii Untajee, should be removed without 
delay^to Poona, and be there confined as .State prisoners, under the usual 
warrants, pending the receipt of the instructions of the Government of India. 
The prisoner, Pureshram, may be pardoned and set at liberty, and the Dewan’s 
servant, Coosia, provided for in the manner proposed by the Commissioners. 

3. Secondly: I think tlic Government of Agra should be immediately 
advised of the communications alleged to have taken place between his 
Highness the ex-Raja of Nagpore, the proper extracts from the Commission¬ 
ers’ report and proceedings being forwarded. 

4. Thirdly: I wish the Chief Secretary to be directed to make inquiries 
regarding tire Agents, employed by the Raja to conduct the mission to 
England. 

6. Fourthly: Colonel Lodwick having stated, on the 3d of October, that 
circumstances had come to his knowledge a.s to the general, increase of the 
troops in the service of the Raja, and having subsequently stated, on the 24th 
October, when under examination before the Commission, that he did not 

think 
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think the Raja had augmented his military force to an extent which could be 
called a breach of the treaty, he should be called upon to reconcile this appa¬ 
rent contradiction, and to state distinctly to what extent the force of his Highness 
has actually been increased- 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

.1. Kkane, 

3d December 1836. E. riioxsinf.:, 

J. Farish. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated'SQth Jannari) 1837. 

1. I have now again to call the attention of the Board to the recent inquiries 
connected with the Sattara State, and more immediately to the most important, 
and what I find to be the most difficult question relating to the subject: I 
mean, the disposal of his Highness the Raja. 

2. This point was expressly reserved in the concluding paragraph of tiie 
resolutions recorded by the Board on the 12tli of last December ; and, in 
treating of it, 1 shall assume, what the Board then unanimously found, that 
the Raja is guilty to the extent stated by the Commission, while, at the same 
time, it cannot be considered as clear, that the whole of his misconduct has 
been brought to light. 

3. In delivering, IRierefore, my sentiments on the present subject, I must 
beg that they may be considered dependent on the result of our recent reference 
to the Government of Agra ; for if it shall be hereafter established, that the 
Raja has held with the ex-Raja of Nagporc communications of a hostile and 
treacherous nature against the British Government, a case for exemplary 
punishment will have arisen, and one in which our motives for inflicting it 
cannot reasonably be misconstrued. 


Minute 
by the Govern 
30 Jan. 1837 


4. In the present situation of matters, however, which indeed was their 
situation when the Board met on the 12tli December, three modes of dealing 
with the Raja, as I then orally submitted to the Board, suggested themselves 
for consideration. 

l.st. To declare that the Raja, by bis ingratitude, and by having broken 
the ties of amity existing between the two Governments, has altogether 
forfeited his principality : 

2d. To pardon his offence altogether, and tt) content ourselves with 
reproof and admonition : 

3d. To adopt a middle course, by inflicting on him some punishment 
short of total forfeiture. 


5. To the first and second of these modes of procedure 1 am decidedly 
adverse, aud disposed to recommend to the Government of India the adoption 
of the third. 

G. With respect to the first, I will not pretend to affirm that this Prince 
has not, by his gross violation of the spirit, if not the letter, of existing treaties, 
placed himself entirely at our mercy. On the principles of rigid justice, 
therefore, he could not rightfully com])lain, even were he ftunished by the 
extinction- of the powers and privileges which he has abused. 

7. Nor do I doubt that, in the view of many, if not of most, politician.<. 
reasons of policy will appear to justify a resort to that extreme measure. An • 
opinion is now very commonly entertained, that the erection of Sattara into a 
separate principality was a mistaken proceeding. It is at least clear, that tlii.s 
principality includes the finest part of the Deccan, and, by its position, most 
awkwai'dly breaks the continuity of the British territory. There are those, 
therefore, who will hail the present crisis, as affording an excellent opportunity 
of repairing the error alluded to, by pulling down the inconvenient pageant , 
which we have, erected. 

8. I cannot assent to those views. A regard to character, if not oui- own 
feeling, prescribes that legal rights should be enforced with moderation, and 

that 
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that mercy should temper justice. So far as appears, the crime of the Raja, 
though amounting to treason, Avas in a practical sense only inchoate; justice, 
therefore, liberally considered, does not require his destruction. On the other 
, band, it cannot be pretended that our own safety requires it; and on no other 
ground can mere policy be allowed to dictate so severe a sentence. 

9. The consideration, that his Highness owes his elevation to British favour, 
should, in some views at least, })revent us from proceeding against him too 
vigorously. However we may have erred in settingup this dependent power, 
it is not desirable, without absolute necessity, to expose that error to others. 
Consistency requires that we should adhere, if possible, to an arrangement 
adopted on much consideration ; and if we court the praise of generosity, the 
very fact that his Highness is the creature of our breath and the spoiled child 
of our patronage, should plead to some extent in his favour. 

10. Farther, it is an argument on the same side of the question, that the 
Raja has goA’erned the dominions which he received from us tolerably Avell. 
The Jiistory of the British connexion Avith India records the names of many 
chiefs and princes Avhom we began with advancing to honour, or at least sup¬ 
porting with our j)rotection, and ended Avith deposing, destroying, depriving of 
a great part of their territories, or reducing to political annihilation. In almost 
all these cases, hoAvever, the parties so treated were charged, and justly charged, 
with gross misgovernment ; and however severely their downfall might be felt 
by themselves, it was an undoubted boon to the great body of their subjects. 
The administration of the Raja of Sattara, on the othef#hand, although, like 
CA'ery thing else about him, it has been overpraised, has, to say the least, been 
respectable, and in some vicAvs, even meritorious. 

11. I do not mean that he is not occasionally guilty of oppression, or that 
he dispenses justice Avith impartiality, for lie is a Wative and a Mahratta ; but 
he attends to bu.sincss. His rcA'cnue management is cflicient. If he quarrels 
Avith all his .Tagheerdars, yet the loAvcr classes of his subjects are content; and, 
at Sattara, where his levenues are spent freely, he is jiopular. I should 1 h' 
sorry, therefore, if aa'c destroyed one of the very few among our Native allies 
whose administration our alliance has not rendered a curse to his people. 

12. I am aware that it is the probable course, or, if I may so speak, the 
natural history, of such an empire as our’s in India, that it gradually absorbs 
all the petty and dependent states attached to it; nor is there any reason to 
suppose that Sattara Avill not at length share the common fate. But 1 do not 
conceive that such a growth of our rule and dominions is to be regarded as an 
unmixed good, or that means should be used to accelerate its rate of ad¬ 
vancement. On the contrary, 1 deem it our sacred duty, to keep down the 
expansion within the slowly progressive boundary prescribed by actual and 
irresistible necessity. We ought not to snatch with eagerness at occasions of 
aggrandizing our power or extending our territory, still le.ss to seek or create 
them, as we shall almost unavoidably be hurried into acts of injustice and 
cruelty. 

13. Without reference, however, to the general considerations on which 1 
have touched, there are particular circumstances which would make it difficult 
for us to appropriate the Sattara territory to ourselves. . The Raja is himself 
guilty ; but there is no evidence of guilt on the part of his brother or his cousin, 
Avho, after him, are in the immediate line of succession. "Would it be possible 
to set aside the whole family because the reigning prince has sinned, and 

, sinned alone? I conceive not; and if not, then the convenience of annexing 
his country to our OAvn can form no element of consideration in the present 
case. Further, we have already aw'arded punishment to the inferior agents in 
the recent plot. Is it then possible to accord a complete absolution to the most 
consj)icuous, most dangerous, and most criminal ofiender ? 

14. To these considerations I would add those which are stated in our 
, Consultations of the 12th December, in extenuation of the Raja’s guilt, and 

Avlnch are equally arguments for treating him with lenity. I allude especially 
to the omission of the Resident in not earlier apprising Government of the 
alienated mind of the Raja. Hud Colonel LodAvick done this, and had he 

himself 
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liim.self exercised over the Raja tlic influence and authority vested in him by 
the Treaty of 1819, the prince might have been checked in the very conimence- 
njcnt of the dangerous course on which he is convicted of having entered. It 
is with great pain that I advert to this toj)ic. 1 am willing to make every al¬ 
lowance for the Resident. Whatever symptoms of adverse feeling he might 
perceive in the demeanour of the prince, it certainly was not easy for him to 
foresee the lengths to which that feeling would hurry a person whose very 
existence was bound up in the favour of the British Government, and who had 
always spoken of that Government with gratitude and attachment. Still I 
camrot quite acquit Colonel Lodwick of a want of that care and vigilance in 
.influencing and superintending the Raja’s conduct which became bis situation ; 
and this circumstance seems to me to aflbrd a fair plea in mitigation of tlie 
punishment with which that prince is to be visited. 

15. I have reserved, however, to the last, what I consider as the strongest 
argument against punishing the Raja with severity. Though I think his 
ofl’ence clearly proved, yet those who do not examine the case very carefully, 
might very well be of a diftcrent opinion. There is no overt act, and there are 
many probabilities in his favour. I am satisfied, therefore, t^at, if we award 
to him any such punishment as shall be of material benefit to ourselves, the 
stoiy of his guilt will never be believed. The traducers of the British name 
will point out the features of incredibility wliich the talc exhibits. They will 
dwell on the suspicious circumstance of the chief witnesses having been persons 
in British pay, and who confessed that they had sworn to the Raja iaisely. 
I’hey will then argtie, that having made our use of this puppet prince, and now 
conceiving that his dominions will be a most convenient acquisition to ourselves, 
we have readily admitted, or evt;n .suborned, a calumnious accusation against 
him as an excuse i'or the fullilnient of our rapacious purposes. Such will be 
their representation ; and it will, I fear, be very generally credited. 

16. Let us not, without a paramount necessity', incur this reproach ; let us 
not invite the imputation of having acted wickedly. A great deal has been 
said (whether truly or otherwise) of the misdeeds perpetrated by British am¬ 
bition in the East: lei us not needlessly aflbrd colour to a new accusation of 
this sort. There are, indeed, reasons at the present time why we should be 
peculiarly careful to pursue towards our Indian allies and dependents a course 
of policy free from the slightest suspicion of selfish views or sinister ma¬ 
nagement. 

17. For these reasons, 1 am aver.se to a severe measure of retribution. Nor, 
on the other hand, w'ould 1 nKommend complete impunity'. Whatever pallia¬ 
tives we may apply to the Ra(|a’s fault, we cannot say more for it, than that 
it was a comparatively trivial in.stance of an extremely serious offence. To 
corrupt the fidelity of our Native troo[)s is to poison the very life-blood*of our 
safety. An attempt so lieinous ought not easily to meet with complete abso¬ 
lution. The proper fruit of crime is punishment; and if none is awarded, our 
proceedings in this case will be liable to niisconception, and, I am afraid, to 
ridicule. 

18. The arguments that will occur on the other side are these: that, if his 
Highness is completely forgiven, our immeasurable superiority to him in 
power w'ill prevent all misconstruction of onr motives, while, at tiie same time, 
our lenityr wall so excite his gratitude, as to bind him to us for over; and, on 
the contrary, that punishment xvill fi.x in his mind a feeling of resentment • 
which, if we leave to him any means of doing us mischief, may hereafter break 
out in worse acts than that of which he now stands convicted. From these, 
premises it will perhaps be inferred, that we ought cither to degnule him 
altogether, or forgive him freely. 

19. On the former part of this reasoning 1 must remark, that the idea of 
securing the Raja’s future fidelity by taxing his gratitude, proceeds on’ mis- ' 
taken views of his position and his character. Little reliance can, 1 am afraid, 
be placed on the gratitude of any of the Indian states under our control or 
influence; Our hold is not on their gratitude, but on their fears and their 
prudence. Of the Mahrattas, in particular, it is known that they arc most 
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selfish, treacherous, and uncertain. At all events, I am persuaded that the 
personal character of the Sattara Raja hiniself considerably diifers from that 
which is imputed to him by those who know him only at a distance. 

20. Captain Grant DulF, whose accuracy no one can dispute, informs us* 
that, bred amidst intrigues, and surrounded by profligacy, ^e Raja, when he 
ascended the musnud, knew nothing but the parade and etiquette of a court. 
“ His whole family,” the same author proceeds to observe, “ entertained the 
“ most extravagant ideas of their own consequence, and their expectations 
“ were proportionate; so that, for a time, the bounty which they experienced 
“ was not duly appreciated.” It is, indeed, well known, that the Raja’s mother 
was with difficulty restrained from sending Vakeels to all the Courts-of India.* 
If, however, even at the animating instant of elevation, the prince and his 
friends shewed little sense of the bounty which had transferred him from a 
prison to a throne, what chance is there that cool retrospection should awaken 
him to better feelings ? 

21. His personal vanity, whicdi his best friends admit to be extreme, has 
been much more influenced, than his gratitude has been excited, by all the 
courtesy and compliments which, with the kindest intentions, have since 
been heaped upon him so lavishly. IJis flatterers tell him that, as the repre¬ 
sentative of Sevajee, ho is entitled to govern a far ampler dominion than Sattara. 
The licentiousness of his private life, at the same time, tends to debase his 
general habits of thinking and feeling, .lodging, in short, from the best 
materials in my power, 1 am .satisfied that eouiplctc immunity from punish¬ 
ment would only bolster him up in false ideas of his own consequence and 
dignity. lie would conceive that we cither doubted his guilt, or deemed him 
too important to be punished. 

22. With regard to the other part of the «)bjcction under consideration 
(namely, that by punishing the Raja moderately we shall excite his enmity, 
and at the .same time leave him the means of giving that enmity efiect), 
it seems to me to jnoceed on a tacit assumption that he is not guilty. If he 
has committed no crime, punishment will doubtless, and with great reason, 
inccn.se his mind; and whatever power he is permitted to retain must, in that 
case, be regarded as a weapon put into the hands of a secret enemy. But I 
cannot see the forc;c of the argument, on the supposition that we have come 
to a right decision on the question of his guilt or innocence. If he is guilty, 
whoever else may doubt the fact, he must be conscious of it himself, and must 
feel that, in being left Raja of Sattara, he is treated very leniently. This will 
probably not excite his gratitude, but at least it wall afford him no ground of 
complaint; while, on the other hand, the very circumstance of his detection 
and gunishment may be expected to operate as a check on his future 
conduct. 

23. All the above considerations converge to the conclusion, that his High¬ 
ness, for the offence which he has committe<i against the British power, should 
be subject to a moderate punishment. I also deduce from them the rule by 
which the nature of that jjunisliment should be determined. The penalty 
should be such as to inflict a certain degree of privation on his Highness, with 
the least possible benefit to ourselves. It would be too much to say that we 
are not to profit by it at all; but .whether we take from him power, dignity, 
or pos.sessions, the proceeding should not be of such material advantage to 
ourselves, as may fairly excite a suspicion respecting tHe purity of our 
motives. 

24. It will be for the Government of India to assign the particular punish¬ 
ment which shall be awarded in this case; but it will be our duty to place 
before that Government such modes of punishment as .seem to us open for 
cousideration, with our observations on each. 

•.io. In this view, the following modes suggest themselves. But before 
stating them I would premise, that the selection need not be confined to any 
t>nc of them singly. Two or more of them may easily be combined; or, as^ 
will afterwards appear, compounded together. 

1st. To 
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1st. To deprive his Highness of a portion of his territory. 

To compel him to maintain, at the disposal of the British Govern¬ 
ment, a contingent of horse. 

3d. To transfer from his authority to our own service such of his Jag- 
heerdars as will consent to the exchange. 

4th. To deprive him of the compliment and privilege of having a British 
Resident stationed at his Court. 

20. The first of these plans has much to recommend it, and I was for some 
time inclined to prefer it to all others. The portion of territory, if any, of 
which the Raja should be deprived, is clearly the district of- IJeejapore, a 
dbuntry which was ceded to his Highness, and, as I cannot but think, inju¬ 
diciously, at a period subsequent to the Treaty of September 1819, and which 
would admirably serve to consolidate our dominion on the south-eastern 
quarter of Sattara, forming at the same time a most convenient accession to 
our new Collectorate of Sholapore. One consequent advantage, and one not 
to be despised, although exempt from political considerations, would be the 
preservation of the ancient city of Beejapore, and its magnificent collection of 
ruins, from the Vandalism of the Sattara Government, under which its devas¬ 
tation is advancing at a rapid rate. 

27. Independent of all questions as to the particular district to be severed, 
this mode of mulcting the Raja has one great advantage. It is a single and 
decided transaction; a chastisement inflicted once for all, and not involving 
tlie continued risks and heart-burnings, which would probably result from 
several other arrangements that might be made; as, for example, from com¬ 
pelling the Sattara state to pay a stated tribute. 

28. Notwithstanding, however, these advantages, my revised opinion is 
adverse to this method of punishment. Tlie reason may be guessed from one 
of the foregoing paragraphs.* The advantage to us of seizing on Beejapore is 
too great, too obvious, to be pursued with safety to our reputation. Wc shall 
gain no credit for the honesty of our adjudication, which ends with putting us 
in possession of so tempting a prize. Nor is it only to the Beejapore district 
that I apply this remark. I do not know that there is any one part of the 
Sattara territory which wc coukl conveniently sever from its present con¬ 
nexions and annex to our own provinces without subjecting ourselves to mis¬ 
construction. 

29. The plan of saddling the Sattara revenues with the maintenance of a 
body of troops for our benefit is perhaps open to the same objections, but it is 
in a minor degree; while, at the same time, there is in the punishment some¬ 
thing peculiarly appropriate to the offence committed. The Raja having 
meditated, however wildly, the subversion of our pon er by force of arms, and 
having attempted to corrupt our troops, we have some right to reduce his 
own military means, and to apply the funds thus spared to the increase of our 
materials of defence. Farther, this would only be a recurrence to an idea 
which was entertained originally; for it was, I believe, fully intimated on 
the first formation of the Sattara state, that the Raja should maintain a body 
of five hundred horse in our service, though that idea subsequently came to be 
abandoned. 

30. This plan, however, includes a question of some moment, and perhaps 
of some difficulty. In what way is jierpetual payment for the Sattara con¬ 
tingent to be secured? If no security be taken, then payment will never be 
obtained, except by dint of importunate application; and there is •mani¬ 
festly danger of that continued heart-burning which, as I have before ob¬ 
served, would be caused by the periodical exaction of tribute. If, on the 
contrary, W'c are to insist on having security, I can conceive none that would 
answer the purpose, excepting lands or revenues, either delivered over into 
possession, or at least assigned on mortgage; and then we are in some danger 
of getting back to the first plan of punishment, with all its enticements and 
oojections. 
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31. Diiliculties, however, caanpt bo wholly guarded against. We must be 
content with diminishing them to the least amount possible. If the p^u of a 
Sattara contingent is to be adopted, the details of the plan should, perhap.s, 
be as followsLet the Raja be bound to maintain in our service one hundred 
or one hundred and fifty horse, to be stationed where we please, and to be 
wholly under our control. Let there be a corresponding reduction of the 
Raja’s own troops, such of his dismissed men as are able and willing to serve 
us l)eing permitted to enter into tho contingent. Let the revenues of Bccja- 
pore, or a part of it, or of some other defined district, such as may be clearly 
adequate to answer the amount of the expense of the contingent, be appro¬ 
priated as a security for payment. Let tlie amount and periods of payment 
be fixed; and let it be arranged that, on a stipulated payment being in arrear 
for three months, wc shall at once be entitled to take possc.ssion of the terri¬ 
tory assigned. Finally, let it be arranged, that w'hcn in po.ssession of such 
territory, wo shall account to the Raja for all the excess of revenue raised by 
us bevond what is required for the expense of the contingent, and that of 
collecting such revenue. 

32. The contingent thus formed should, I conceive, be modelled precisely 
on the plan of the Poona Auxiliary Horse, a species of force which wo have 
recently recommended to the Honourable Court ftjr its cheapness and service- 
ablcncs's, and which might, as I think, very usefully be augmented. The 
expense of the arrangement (whicdi expense, as I have already exjdained, 
would be charg(!d on a portion of the Sattara territory) must depend on the 
number of the troops to be maintained. Supposing thenr. to be one hundred 
and fifty, the whole cost would not exceed about (!,000 rupees per mensem, 
or in round numbers, an annual sum of 70,000 rupees. If we are content 
with one hundred, the annual cost would fall short of 50,000 rupees. 

33. The third course i.s to transfer to ourselves one or more of the great 
Jagheerdars who are now dependant on the Sattara state. They arc as follows: 

The Raja of AkulkoU', 

1'he Punt Prithie Nidhie, 

The Punt Sucheo, 

{ The .Tagheer c^f the DufHays in the 
Purgimnah of .Thutt, 

The NimbSlkur. • 

3-1. I have before remarked* that the Raja is not on good terms with any of 
his Jagheerdars. The Raja of Akulkote, who is a minor, may perhaps be 
excepted. ThePiint Prithie Nidhie formed, till lately, another exception. On 
the occasions when I have had the jilcasurc of seeing his Highness the Raja 
of Sattara, the Punt Prithie Nidhie has always been in attendance, and with 
every appearance of being in gre.it favour. I learn, however, that matters 
have very recently altered : the Raja has intcrlered in the Punt's domestic 
affairs, and the chief resents his ofiiciou.sness. 

35. It would of course be impolitic to effect the arrangement now under 
consideration without the consent of the Jagheerdars themselves. But my belief 
is, that every one of them would willingly shift his feudatory allegiance (if I 
may apply that liuropean term on the occasion) from the Raja of Sattara to 
the British Government. The Raja would, doubtless, exert his influence to 
retain them; but I know not in wiiat vyay that influence could be made effec¬ 
tive. His only hold was on their benevolence, which I believe him to have 
lost. Guaranteed as these chiefs are by the British Government, they are 
perpetually appealing to the Residept to protect them against the officious or 
arbitrary proceedings of their immediate superior; and though, on the eleva¬ 
tion of the Raja, they or their prei^ecessors voluntarily subjected themselves 
to his authority, I suspect that they yvould now very gladly be emancipated. 

36. The transfer in question, whether it included one^or mote, or even all, of 
chose Jagheerdars, would well answer the rule of punishment which I have 
liefore prescribed. The blow on the Raja would, proportionably, be far 
greater than the corresponding advantage to ourselves. Ills consequence 

would 
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would be diminished and his vanity deeply wounded, while to us the new con¬ 
nexion would bring an accession of trouble, and no accession of consequence 
at all. At the same time, the trouble would not be, nor ought to be, wholly 
without concomitant benefit. The chiefs owe certain services to the Raja, 
and their large possessions are to lapse to him on failure of heirs. In the case 
supposed, botlttbe immediate advantage of the services, and contingent advan¬ 
tage of the lapses, would pass from the Raja to the British Government. 

37. Should the Jagheerdars, however, be attached to the British Government 
in place of the Raja, and should any of them die without heirs, I do not 
think that the, British Government ought to take possession of that part of the 
lapsed territory which happened to be situated within the ambit of the Raja’s 
dominions. Nothing seems to me less desirable than that we should be intro¬ 
duced into the heart of the Sattara country. In this case, therefore, I should 
propose that it should be open to tiie Raja to redeem tile territory so situated, 
either by paying to us a pecuniary consideration, or by giving in exchange for 
it other lands commodiously situated. 

38. Let us suppose, for example, that tlie Punt Sucheo dies without heir.s. 
The greater portion of his territory falls fairly without the continuation of the 
frontier line of the Sattara dominions, and might easily be annexed to ours. 
The rest, equal perhaps in revenue to about 12,000 rupees per annum, is 
within that line, and might be made over to the Raja on the terms I have 
mentioned. 

39. It forms, however, an objection to any arrangement of the sort just 
described, that it leave.s an opening for questions of difficult settlement on a 
future day. I furthc'r think that to transfer tti ourselves all the great .Ta^heer- 
dars whom I have named may involve us in more trouble and expense than 
would be desirable : I say expense, because such a transfer could not fail, in 
its eflect, to add sensibly to the labours of the Agent for Sirdars at Poona, 
and might thereby compel us to augment the force of that department. On 
the whole, therefore, 1 incline to a more limited transfer, if any Jagheerdars are 
to be transferred to us at all, than that of the whole body. 

40. I he Raja of Akulkote is one ol the most important among thc.l agheerdars, 
#nd, of all <)f them, is, as I suspect, the most valued by tlie Raja of Sattara. 
I'lie transfer of this chief’s allegiance to the British Government would deeply 
mortily the Sattara Raja. It would further dejirive him of a small number of 
horse, I think one hundred, with which Akulkote supplies him, and which, 
in the event supposed, would pass to our Government. Further, the whole of 
the Akulkote territory, should the chief’s family become extinct, might easily 
be detached from Sattara, and annexed to the Collcctorate of Sholaporei 
Lastly, I believe that the Akulkote Durbar would willingly agree to the trans¬ 
fer under consideration. 

41. If I am correct in these premises the inference is obvious. . Let the 
Raja of Akulkote, provided he consents, be disconnected from the Sattara 
State, and enrolled among the Jagheerdars attached to the British Government. 
Let him also be the only one of the Sattara Jagheerdars who shall be thus trans¬ 
ferred ; and the Sattara Raja will have been adequately punished. 

L notice the last of the four modes of punishment before . 

roeemed: It is, to deprive the Raja of Sattara of the privilege of having a 
British Resident stationed at his Durbar, lie would, 1 believe, feel this 
deeply, as a diminution of his consequence; but, besides this, I conceive 
that no Resident is required exclusively for t|mt state. The official jour¬ 
nos of the present Resident may satisfy us that 'thjfoffice is not overdone with 
labour. My notion is, therefore, that for the performance of the Resident’s 
duties, and for those also of the Collector of Bclgaum, in his capacity of toll- ' 
tical Agent in the Southern Mahratta country, a single officer should be ap- 
l^mted, with the title of Political Agent at Sattara and in the Southern 
Mahratta country. The Collector of Belgaum would thus be relieved from 
an onerous set of duties little comporting with his capacity Collector, whilst . 

due provision would be ■''tit ^ 
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SATTARA Sattara, and at the same time the change would operate as a punishment on 
|..;PA^s theRaja. 

. Minute 43. I need scarcely say, that the measure last proposed might very well be 

in connexion with any one or more of the three punishments before 
3,>vw> Jan. IBS . considered. Among these punishments, if there be any one which I am rather 
disposed to prefer, it is the transfer of the Raja of Akulkote from his con¬ 
nexion with Sattara to a connexion with the British Government; and if to 
this were united that modification of the office now exercised by the Resident 
at Sattara which 1 have last recommended, the measure of retribution dealt to 
the Raja might, perhaps, be deemed sufficient. I speak, however, with a 
considerable degree of doubt, and shall not be surprised if the’Board, in the 
first place, or if the Government of India, in the last resort, shall be of a dif¬ 
ferent opinion. 

44. There are some points connected with the recent transactions which 
are not embraced cither in this minute or in the recorded Consultations of the 
12th December, and to which it will hereafter be my duty to call the atten¬ 
tion of the Board separately. 

45. Meanwhile, I trust I am not impertinently deviating from the severer 
business before us, if 1 on this occasion express my ardent hope that, what¬ 
ever arrangement is now entered into with the Sattara State, some effectual 
provision may be made for the protection of the city of Beejaporc from the 
devastations which it is suffering under the Mahratta rule. Considering the 
magnitude and magnificence of the ruins of that city, and the venerable recol¬ 
lections attached to them, I cannot but think that the credit of the British 
name is deeply concerned in protecting them, while in the hands of one of our 
dependents, from farther outrage and spoliation. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

30th January 1837. 

I I Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

iiy the Garernor, 

( SO Jan. 1887. Dated 30t/i January 1837. 

(Subscribed by the Board.) 

1 have no doubt this memorandum contains all that can be made out in this 
matter. 

It is plain that whoever in Bombay is in the secret of the plot has the pru¬ 
dence to keep silence. 

We are obliged to the Chief Secretary for the pains he has taken. 

This may be recorded in the Secret Department. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 


30th January 1837. 
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MINUTE BY MR. EDWARD IRONSIDE, 

Dated the 3d February 1837. 

It is impossible to read the President’s minute, and not be impressed with 
the solidity of the arguments which prevail throughout the whole paper. To 
say simply that I approve of the reasoning would be but a faint expression 
of my sentiments. It is^to my mind, so irrefragable, as to carry conviction 
in every sentence; whilst the humane policy which the minute inculcates, 
in ai^rding punishment to the infatuated and misguided prince whose delin¬ 
quency has rendered him amenable to justice, is highly to be commended. 

My opinion is, after deep reflection, that excessive severitj^ is uncalled for 
in this case. We are bound, without doubt, to mark our sense of the Raja’s 
misqonduct; and I think this can be effected, sufficiently and amply, by 
rq{#bvin| the pl^ of residence of the British Resident froin Sattara. Such 
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by the Raja, or , the people in general. The Resident would then, in addition 
to the Political affairs of Sattara, which would st’ill remain under his control, 
although no longer residing permanently at his Highness’s Court, he advan¬ 
tageously entrusted with all similar duties in the Southern Mahratta country, 
as proposed in the forty-second paragraph of the minute. 

Should this punishment be deemed by the high authority to whom the 
matter js ultimately to be referred inadequate to the offence committed, the 
l^ja might, in that case,' be further required to maintain, at our disposal, a 
body of horse not exceeding one hundred and fifty in number, whose regular 
pay should be disbursed at stated periods ; and, in the event of failing so to 
discharge the expenses of the Paga, the means proposed in paragraphs thirty 
and thirty-one might be followed. 

Greater severity I am not prepared to advocate; and I would infinitely 
prefer, that either, or both of the above modes should be adopted, in preference 
to any of the other means pointed out, for indicting chastisement on the guilty 
Raja. 

In conclusion, and in respect to the last paragraph of the minute now 
before me, I can only say, that I earnestly trust some arrangement may be 
effected for the future preservation of the magnificent ruins in the ancient city 
of Beejapore. The opportunity must soon occur when this very desirable 
object might be secured, and 1 hope it may not be considered too unimportant 
to engage the attention of the Supreme Governntent. 

(Signed) E. Ironside. 

3d February 1837. 


MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 

Dated the Ath February 1837. 

Having already acquiesced, on the fullest consideration, in the verdict of 
the Raja’s guilt in the trea.sonable plotting against the British Government, 
which formed the subject of the Commission’s investigation, it remains only 
to offer my opinion upon the degree and mode of punishment most suitable 
for the offence of the Raja, and for the dignity of the British Government to 
award. The full and discriminating view taken by the Right Honourable the 
Governor of the several sources which lie open to follow, and the bearings and 

f robable effects to be anticipated 'from each, will place the Government of 
ndia in possession of every necessary consideration to guide their judgment 
in passing the requisite decision. 1 concur, in all respects, in the conclusion 
come to, that the transfer of the Akulkote Raja from his connexion with the 
Rajsi of Sattara to a connexion with the British Government, together with the 
proposed modification of the office of Resident at Sattara, would be sufficient 
punishment for the past, and be best suited to operate as a warning to him for 
the future. 

I also view this as an occasion which, for the credit of the British name, 
should not be lost, of making effectual provision to protect the ancient city 
of Beejapore from further Mahratta depredation. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

4th February 1837. _ 

MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated Bth March 1837. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

This is apparently a highly important document, and one which requires 
the most attennve consideration. ‘ ' 

_ I think, however, copy should be sent to the Govdrnmejit of India imme- 
dwtely, and that authority informed that it has only just been received, and 
that .we shall hereafter submit oiir comments upon it. 

s^he Secreted will take every precaution to keep the doiHment quite secret. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated dOth March 1837. 

(Subscribed to by t&e Board.) 

1. I consider the information we have received from Girjabaee, the another 
of Govind Row Dewan, to be highly important, and to form ground-work fer 
further inquiry into the mysterious events at Sattara. 

2. The only difficulty 1 feel is in devising a mode of inquiry by which 
secrecy should be observed, w'hich I consider essential to the development of 
the truth. 

3. T should feel no hesitation in extending a. full pardon to Govind Row, on 
his making a free and candid acknowledgment of all he knows respecting the 
designs and proceedings of his Highness the Raja of Sattara; and from the 
following passage of the petition, it would appear that he is willing to make 
such a confession: “ He is now in doubt, as to now confessing a transaction 
W'hich he at first denied.” 

4. It occurs to me, however, that it may be desirable to refrain from any 
attempt to elicit the truth from this person until my jicxt visit to the Deccan. 

5. Govind Row’s mother acknowledges that her son w'rote letters of a 
treasonable nature, and mentions twelve persons who w’cre concerned in the 
business. Unless, however, Govind Row is prepared to confess, I should 
not consider it advisable to institute any proceedings against these persons ; 
at all events, until we hear from the Government oi" India. I have all along 
felt that the whole of the Raja’s conduct has not come to light. 

6. The health of Colonel Lodwick ill fils him to conduct the difficult and 
delicate investigation required, and I rather believe that he is about to leave 
Sattara for a time. I will immediately consider what substitute should be 
appointed; and under these circumstances a copy of this petition need not 
be sent to the Resident. 

7. I think the information regarding the communications alleged to have 
taken place bctw'een the Raja of Sattara and the Putwurdhuus, should be 
immediately sent to Mr. Dunlop, not in* the shape of an extract from the 
petition, but as information obtained by Government, without stating from 
what source. 

8. Mr. Dunlop should be re((uested to keep this reference most secret, and 
to institute, indirectly, inquiries, with the view of ascertaining whether any 
such communication passed between the pai ties, and if possible, to obtain 
posses.sion of any letters that may have been written by them. 

9. Mr. Dunlop should be informed, that Government consider it of the 
highest importance to elicit the truth of thi.s matter ; that he is at liberty to 
oiler liberal rewards and indemnity (subject to the confirmation of Govern¬ 
ment) to those who may furnish him with information; and that Government 
have every reliance on his zeal and discretion so to conduct the inquiry as 
will prevent any information transpiring. Amongst the numerous members of 

'the Putwurdhun families. Government hope some will be found to possess 
sufficient loyalty towards the British Government to communicate freely any 
attemptf which may have been made to seduce them from their allegiance. 

10. This is all that I have to propose at the present moment; but a copy of 
this minute should be sent, without loss of time, to the Government of India. 

(Signed) • R. Guant, 

•J. Keane, 

30th March 18$7. J. Fakish. 

, . ■' ■ : :v; 
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MINUTE BY THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, 
Dated Wtk April 1837. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 27ih April 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1. In the resolutions adopted by the Board on the 12th December last, we 
notice as one of the palliating eircunistanees of the Raja of Sattara’s conduct, 

“ his fancying neglect on the part of this (lot eminent, in not promptly deciding 
" on a question which had ari.sen regarding his Highne.ss’s rights over his 
“ Jagheerdars.’' 

2. I shall now proceed to submit some remarks on this question : premising 
with a candid acknowledgment, that although I am happy to statu that no 
substantial injustice has been suffered by the Raja in consequence of the • 
delay of Government in answering his appeal on the subject, it would have 
been highly desirable that .such delay should not have occurred. Pressure 
of business, however, in the first instance, and pcrhajis my inexperience in the 
management of it, prevented my giving to the suliject that attention which its 
importance at that time undoubtedly demanded ; and, on the subsequent de¬ 
tection of the Raja’s culpable conduct, I conceived that its importance merged , 
in the more urgent considerations belonging to the occasion. I am still, in a 
measure, of this opinion; yet the expediency of deciding question cannot 
he denied. 
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SATTARA 3. Tlie question alluded to relates to the extent of the Ra ja’s claims over the 
PA PER S. Jagheerdars subject to his authority.^ lu a few words, his Highness claims the 
Minute rights of sovereignty over all the. possessions of these chiefs, whether situated 
by the Governor, within or without the limits of his own kingdom; involving, be it observed, 
S7 April 1837. thi.s consequence, that in the event of any of those Jaghcerdars dying without 
heirs, the lands of such person.s, even though .situated in the heart of the Bri¬ 
tish po.«session.s, would lai).se to the Raja, and become a part of the immediate 
territory of Sattara. 


4. His IIighnes.s founds this claim principally on the following passage in 
the schedule of the U rritory and icveniie cc'clcd to him by the first article of 
the IVeaty concluded at Sattara on the o^th of Stjptcmber 1819: “Together 
“ with the pos.ses.sions of the Raja of Akulkotc, the I’untSucheo, tlu; Prithie 
“ Nidhie, and the jagheer of 1 lie j>nHays in the jiergmuia of Jliutt.” 

5. Now, although the above jias.sage is eertaiidy wanting in precision, 1 am 
satisfied that (lie construction which his lliglmess has given to it is quite unfe- 
natile. and altogether opposed to the views of the; Rritish Ciovcrnment in 
c.stublishing the Sattara State, and to the declared intentions of the able men 
win- framed tlu!Treaty of Sattara. 


G. With the view of arriving at a just, eoiielnsiim on thi.s ])oinl, I liave en¬ 
deavoured to a.seerlain from Air. .Hlphinstonc's eorre.sjiondenee with the 
Governor Gemtral of India., what were the \ie\vs and intent ions of that 
eminent personage in the formation ol' the Sattara State. In the Maliratta 
ju’oclamation |)n.)m»!gate(i l>y tliis oliietri', and bearing date the l ltli February 
18 ]!s, these vii'ws are thus annonneed : “ The Raja of Sattara, wlui is now a 
“ prisoner in Bajee llow'.s li.aials, will he ivieascfd. and placed at the head of 
“ an independent sovereignty, of such an ( xieiit as may maintain the Raja and 
“ hi.s family in eoinfort ami dignity. Wifis tins view, the fortof Sattara has 
“ been taken, the Raja's liag lias been set up in it, and his lormer ministers 
“ have betrii called into cnijdoynient. At lull ever emnitia' is assigned to the 
'• Raja will lie admini.stered fiy him, am! he will be bound to establish a 
“ system of justice and ordi,n' : the res! of t!n' coun:ry will be kept liy tlie 
“ lionouraiiic Compraiv.’ 


7. 1 would ask wiiether, froni tliis jiassage any otiier eom-iusion can be 
ilravMt than that a. lUjindv jiortion of tlie conqiu.'sts madif by ns from the 
Peisliwa was inti-mled ti> he assigned to inc Raja., and lliut. all that was nut so 
assigned was toi’mniim, not only in tin: tirst instance, lint jiirmaiieiuly, in the 
hands of the Conqiany 

8. The peculiar eireuinslances under which Ihi' Sattara State avus established 
ought not to lie lost .sigh.l of. The measure was one of the purest and mo.st 
enlightened lihcralily. 4'lie whole of tile Peishwa's dominions Jiad become 
ours by the, evt ni of one of’.lie mosi. just wars that luive lieen cumlucied in 
India. In the words of .Vir. I-iljibiusluue, “ lie (the Raja) was releasi-d from a 
“ jirison, am! was jihu i;!.! at tlie head of a govtirmuent ol.itained by no effort of 
“ his own, Imt wliieii was tin spontaneous l e.siill of the liberality of the British 
“ CovenmienfFrom thesi.' ciicumstanees, 1 must eonteiid. that with full 
piowcrs to give or wil.hlioitl what they |.i!cased, the i'ramers of the Sattara 
Treaty never could have intended to eoiieliidc an aiTangenient, which could not' 
fail ultimately to e.vti.iul the Raja's .sovereignty and government over isolated 
parts of our own districts iu tlie Dekhiin and Khaudei.sli, and even in the 
Southern Konkan. 


9. AVc are not, how ever, left .solely to rely on this inference, just and forci¬ 
ble as I con.sider it. i annex to thi.s minute e.xtracts from Mr. Elphinslone’s 
letter to the Governor General of dale the 18th June 1818, deliiiing the limits 
which he propo.sed to as.sign to the Sattara State. In this it is explicitly re¬ 
commended, “ to as.sign to tlie Raja the. territory bounded by the Necra on the 
“ north, the Wnrna and the Kishna on the south, the Ghauts on the west, 
and the Nii^ara's frontier on the east, witli the exception of.tfae jagheers of 
“ the l‘utwurdln(7.i, and such others as the Governor General might think 
“ proper vo exeli^'e.” It is impossible to misunderstand what were Mr. El- 
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phinstone's intentions as convej'ed in this passage. A compact territory is 
marked out for the Raja with natural boundaries, evidently with the object of 
obviating the evil of intermixture of .jurisdictions, which would be created to 
an immense extent, were we to admit the Raja's present pretensions. 


10. The tenor of Mr. Elphinstone’s ordei-s to Captain Grant, dated tlie Sth 
April 1818, support the same view of theca.so ; but more esjjecially the follow¬ 
ing paragraph ; “ He (the Raja) can bo allowed to hold all between the most 
“ extended of the limits above noticed that already belongs to the Government 
or may hereafter be resumed, and the .lagheerdar.s who arc allowed to remain 
“ may hold their lands of him ; with tlie exception of tlie Putwurdhuns, 
“ whom it might be inconvenient to connect with the Raja, as the greater part 
“ of their lands lie on the southern !>ank of tlie Kislina.” 


11. The instructions of the Governor General to Mr. Elphinst.one, dated the 
26th Se)>teml)cr 1S18, wouhl, e^( ^1 nlom, be to iny mind decisive of the 
question at issue: “ His Lordshi]* in fhiimeil will approve (jf the extension of 
“ his territory to the widest, limits you have proposctl, and to place iimler his 
“ authority those <j 1’ tlu* ..fa.g!)e(.:ru:’j’s irhusr ptixscs.-iiiins fall trltliii/ those gcm-.ral 
“ Uinils, w'ith the exce[iiioii of tlie I’utwurdhuiis." It is lu:re also worthy of 
remark, tliat, in the twenfy-eiglilh [laragraph oftiie letler IVom which the above 
quotation i.s made, certain lands which had forau-rly lieloiigcd to Raslinh and 
Gockla are granted to tlie Raja, lK:eansc, among other reasons, they were 
situated “ between tint Neera and the Kishna."’ and if retailn-d by the British 
{.iovernment would “ Ik; separated I'rum our other territories, and he intermixed 
" with the pos.sessions of tlie Ra ja, or those of his Jugheerdars.” 1 consider 
the analogy here to lie very striking. 

12. In fact, however, the question at issiu- has already bei'n decided against 
the Raja, not only by l.ord ( 'are s tioventnionl, Imi liki'wise by the (.Toveni- 
ment of India and by tke 5 tome Antiiorities. 1 refer to.the eusi: of Sheikh 
Mceraii W aeeknr, rej>orted on in a desjialcli of Lord Clare’s (joverninent. to 
the Court of Directors, dated the I7th.iiim: IShO. In their reply recently 
received, dated tlu' 8th June is;3(>. tlio C.lourt eonhrm the viewns of the Bombay 
Government; but. eomp!\ with its recommendation, that in eonsequence of the 
peculiar eircunislaiiees <>1 tin.: case, tlu; jagheia' in ipiestion, wliieli I'or the-most 
p.art is situated in Candeiah, siioald be eoutniui’d to Slteik AU'eran's son for his 
own life, “ th(' British (iowninient. taking, in consideration of that favour, such 
“ an amount of mi/,;zur,ina as the eireiimstance.s oftlieea.se niigiit justify.” 

VA. 1 cannot here refrain from quoting the i-iglilh paragrajdi of the letter to the 
Honouratde (.'onrt, reporting, a.-; abo\e nientioned, on tlie VS'aeckur's ease, not 
only iHicause it contains the views of Lord (.'lare's Government on the general 
question, hut also beeaiise it very foreiiiiy points out the evils which would 
result from our admitting tlsc Raja's ju’eiensions to cxieud his jurisdictiou into 
the heart of our ow ii di.striets. 


14. The Raja of Saftara has advaiieed claims to sovereignty over these Bri- 
" tish jagheers. By acknowicalging this right. v.(‘ should destroy one of tlie 
“fundamental yirivileges on wliieh Mr. Bijihiasiotie scttietl the'Dekhun, 
“ namely, to cstablisli a small sovereignty in the middle of the Dekhun, 
“ extending from the Neera and the Bheema to tiie Kishna and V nrna 
“ rivers, and from the western Ghauts to the < ity of Rimdei jHior. Tin; prac- 
“ tical result of the Raja’s yiretciisions would be, the extmi.sion of the arm of 
“ Ills sovereignty, not only into tlie heart of the /iilahs of Aluuedimggur and, 
“ Khandesh, but even beyond the Dekhnii itself, into the southern Konkan, 
** where the Punt Suchco has landed property.” 

15. In liis letter of the yd July 18:15, Colonel Lodw'ick argues in favour of 
the Raja’s claim; but there is nothing, I think, in that letter, which is not 
fully answered by the observations above made. A copy of that letter should, 
however, be sent to the Government of India with this minutp. It seem.s to 
me to be quite clear, that if it had been intended to include in the treaty the 
possessions of the Jagbeerdars beyond the Raja’s limits.^liose possessions 
Would have been e.xprcssly mentioned in the schedule anii*ed to the treaty. 

* 10.In 
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16. In his seventh paragraph. Colonel Lodwick states, that the question 
has been decided in favour of the Raja, by the following passage of a letter 
from the Court of Directors, dated the 26th December 1834. ** In default of 
" heirs by birth or adoption, the obligation of our guarantee ceases, and the 
“ jagheers must lapse to the Raja. _ I have no doubt, however, that the 
Resident erroneously interprets tne intentions of the Court, as far as relates 
to the possessions of these Jagheerdars in our territory; and I should have 
thought so, even if the recent decision of the Court in the Ws^ekur’s case did 
not clearly indicate that, in their opinion, such possessions, in default of heirs, 
appertain to the British Government. 

17. I must further remark, that the opinion of the Honourable Court was 
elicited by Colonel Robertson’s report of the 31st December 1831, from which 
I have annexed an extract (paragraphs 17 to 48) as an appendix to the present 
minute. This extract contains some very useful information regarding the 
Sattara Jagheerdars; and although Colonel Robertson does not express this 
in terms, it is, I think, to be inferred that he was favourable to the Raja’s 
pretensions. Lord Clare’s Government differed in opinion with the Resident, 
conceiving that he claimed for the Raja a more extensive authority over the 
Jagheerdars than was warranted by the Treaty, and Colonel Lodwick was so 
advised on the 15th March 1832. 

18. It is here, 1 think, very important to observe, that, in the first instance, 
the discussion of the question was between the Resident and Government, the 
Raja taking no part in it. XTJtimately, however, and, it may be presumed, 
encouraged by a knowledge <»f the ojiinions entertained by the British Repre* 
sentatives, the Raja set forth his present pretensions, and addressed letters t6 
Mr. Elphinstonc, Colonel Robertson, and Captain Grant Duff, appealing to 
them to interpret the treaty in his favour. 

If). These letters were forwarded to the Court of Directors, together with 
Colonel Robertson’s despatch of the 31st December 1831, on the 16th April 
1833, and were returned by the C'ourt to this Government in their letter of the 
24th September 1834, when the Court explained their views regarding the 
extent of the Raja’s rights over the .lagheerdars “in the Sattara territory.” 
It is however, I think, quite evident, that the Honourable Court did not enter 
into the merits of the real question at issue. This Government has all along 
fully recognized the Ra)a'.s sovereignty over the ])os.session.s of the Jagheerdars 
named in the Treaty u'lthm Im ternton/, but it dis]>utes his sovereignty over 
their possessions without his ternton/. To this wide distinction the Court’s 
letter makes no allusion. As above stated, however, in the fourteenth para¬ 
graph, they have, in a particular instance, given a decision against the Raja; 
and I am not, I think, wrong in considering that decision as confirming gen- 
rally my views of the inadmissibility of the Raja’s claims. 

20. If I thought otherwise, 1 should certainly feel disposed to take advan¬ 
tage of the Raja’s recent misconduct to declare that, whatever may have been 
the intentions of those who framed the treaty, his right to extend his sove¬ 
reignty into the heart of our dominions cannot now be admitted. To speak 
more plainly, I would declare that his Highness has forfeited whatever right 
he may possess over the jiossessions of those Jagheerdars situated within our 
territory, as a punishment of the breach of friendship and good faith of which 
he has been guilty. It was to this consideration 1 alluded when I observed, 
at the beginning of this paper, that the recent misconduct of the Raja had 
diminished the importance of discussing his present claim. Denying, how¬ 
ever, as I do, his right of sovereignty over such possessions, I should consider 
it unnecessary to have recourse to recent occurrences, in order to avoid the 
difficulty and embarrassment which would be created by an admission of his 
claim; nor can I deny that, since those occurrences, the question has regained 
.somewhat of its importance, in consequence of the demise, without heirs, of 
the Punt Sucheo. 

21. With regard to the question alluded to in the thirteenth and following 
paragra])hs of (j(!V<.inel Lodwick’s letter, that officer should, I think, be in¬ 
formed, that GoiIVument cannot admit the claim of the Raja to succeed to 

the 
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tbe jagheere alluded to, on the vague extract which he makes from a letter of 
Mr. Elpbinstone’s; but that, if he is able to produce the list which, for reasons 
not stated, he supposes to have been made of these jagheers, or any other 
evidence in support of the Raja’s claim of succession. Government will not 
&il to give its b^t attention to the information so transmitted. 

22. The question of the jagheer village of Cowtalee being a distinct and 
isolated one, I shall reserve my sentiments on it for a separate minute. 

23. I must now request the attention of roy colleagues to Colonel Lod- 
wick’s letter of the 20th June 183G, reporting that the Raja of Sattara was 
preparing an embassy for England, to urge on the Home Authorities his 
claims to the rights disputed. This letter was yet under my consideration, 
when, about a fortnight after it reached my hands, I received private intima¬ 
tion of his Highness’s attempts on the fidelity of the Native officers of the 
23d regiment. The minor question of the propriety of a direct communication 
between the Raja and the Home Authorities was absorbed in those of greater, 
though udascertained extent, whicli now arose, afl'ecting all our relations with 
Sattara, and for all that appeared, the very existence of that principality. 
Recurring now, however, to the former question, I am not prepared to state 
that his Highne.ss is not at liberty to make an immediate appeal to .the Au¬ 
thorities in England; but I feel quite confident that, when what has trans¬ 
pired at Sattara has been communicated to those Autliorities, his embas.sy, 
should it reach England, will be rejected. I am not certain whether the 
embassy has actually proceeded, and the Resident at Sattara should be re¬ 
quested to report whether he has any furtlicr information on the subject. In 
the mean time, a copy of his letter of the 20th .Tune should be sent to the 
Government of India. 

24. With reference to the sixth paragraph of this letter, I deem it right to 
record, that when I met the Raja on the hills in May last, the question 
regarding his Highness’s rights over his .lagheerdars was discussed at a private 
interview between us. The Raja contended with some warmth lor the validity 
of his claims, and expressed disappointment at tlic delay which had occurred 
in deciding the question. At that time, although I had not given to the 
subject that careful examination which 1 have since* bestowed on it, 1 had 
sufficiently considered it to be of opinion, that the claims of his Highness 
stood on very questionable ground. I did not feel it necessary, however, nor 
expedient, to declare myself strongly on a question which both parties under¬ 
stood to be still under reference to higher authority. 

25. I must here affirm, however, that I positively informed the Raja, that 
the question had thus been referred home; I also ])romised that the Court 
should again be addressed on the subject, and their early adjudication solicited. 
It is necessary that I should make -this averment, because, from what miscoir- 
ception I know not, the Raja, in his conversation with the Re.sident, detailed 
by the latter in his letter of the 20th June, stated that I had told him that no 
representation of the case had been made to the Court of Directors; and this 
statement Colonel Lodwick himself seems in that letter to adopt. Colonel 
Lodwick, however, has since acknowledged, that the statement was erroneous, 
and his admission, as well as the distinct recollection of the Political Secretary, 
who was present and the principal spokesman on the part of Government, bear 
od'?’tay assertion above made to the contrary. 

26. In mentioning to Colonel Lodwick at the time, that the claim had been 

referred home, I recollect intimating, that it had not been accompanied with 
any discussion of its merits on the part of the Bombay Government. My 
impression and belief were, however, that we had referred home Colonel 
Lodwick’s own letter of 3d July 1835. I afterwards found that, by that 
letter having been accidentally mislaid, it had not been so referred; but 1 also 
found that, in the case already mentioned in this minute,^f Sheikh Kl;ian 
Mahomed, son of Sheikh Mefiran Waeekur, the claim of t^Raja, on which 
tte merits of that case entirely turned, had been distinct|| referred to the 
Honourable Court. Thus my assurance to tlie Raja, of th(|||,esired reference 
having been trade trrv.r- --’ 
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verified ; and I have only to regret that I did not add, which I might truly 
have done, that the referenee had taken place ten mouths previous to our 
interview, and that an answer might very shortly be expected. 

27. With relation to this interview with the Raja, I must advert also to 
another point. Colonel Lodwick, in the letter of the 20th June, states his 
belief, that the Raja then hinted to me his intention of appealing to the 
Honourable Court; adding, that the Raja “ certainly has a full conviction of 
“ his having done so.” In a conversation which lasted, I should think, about 
two hours, and which was principally maintained by the Raja himself, who 
speaks a bad sort of Hindostanee, but with incredible velocity, I cannot 
answer that some obscure hint to the effect mentioued by Colonel Lodwick 
may not have escaped from his Highness, unnoticed; but I can positively say, 
that I have not the slightest recoljection of it, nor has the Political Secretary; 
and I conceive it impossible that so important a commnnication, had it been 
made intelligible, would have been overlooked or forgotten by cither. 

28. With reference to the following extract from Colonel Lodwlck's evi¬ 
dence before the Commission, I would projiose that we sugge.st to the 
Government of India, that the Raja should be re(]uircd to dismiss from his 
service, and expel from his territory, the persons alluded to. A requisition 
fully authorized, I conceive, by theexi.stmg treaty with his Highness. 


29. I attribute the change in Ins Highness’s conduct to his having attached 
himself to two jiersons in particulai, Uuhvunt Row Chitnavees and Abah 
Parusnees, who are generally reported to be corrupt. They are in his full 
confidence, and tliey abuse iJ; and it has Ix'cn long the general opinion at 
Sattara that they w ould be tlu' cause of his ruin. These jjcrsons were, during 
Captain Grant's time, the one suspected, and the other proved guilty of re¬ 
ceiving bribes. Bulwunt Row was pardoned at the strong intercession of his 
Highness, and Abah Parusnees was expelled the Raja’s teriitorv, and did not 
return until 1828-29. I am fuilher decidedly of opinion, that they arc men of 
very bad chanicter, and unfit to act as counsellors to his Jligliness. Further 
inquiry may establish the guilt of these* men, and .se\erer measures maybe 
called for against tlictq, but their di.smission and expulsion should at all 
events be required. 


no. In the last paragraph of their Rejiort, the Commission bear the following 
favourable testimony to the conduct and character of the two Native ofliecrs 
and Havildar of the 23d Regiment Native Infantry, who announced the 
attempts made by the Raja on their loyalty. 

31. “ To conclude, we have the highest satisfaction in stating, that the two 
“ Native officers and the Havildar appear to us to be free from taint of any 
“ kind, and that, with the exception of the laxity of morals apparent in the 
“ conduct of the first Soobadar, in going through the form of binding himself 
“ to the Brahmin bj^ an oath which he had no intention to keep, their conduct 
“ is deserving of the highest praise. Immediately their fidelity was assailed, 
“ they communicated, like loyal and faithful soldiers, with their superiors, 
“ and although, towards the close of the affair, they may be charged with 
“ over-zeal, still at every stage of the proceeding they acted under the autho- 
“ rity and directions of their officers. We feel it therefore to be a most pleasing 

' " duty, to recommend them, but more particularly the Soobadar, Sewgoolam 
'* Sing, to the favourable notice of Government, for such honourable distinc- 
" tion and rewards as their conduct and services may appear to merit.” 

32. 1 quite concur with the Commission in the above remarks, and I think 
it will be good policy on the part of Government to testify, in the mo.<t public 
manner, the good opinion which we entertain of these deserving soldiers. If 

* the Government of India are pleased to approve of the arrangement of placing 
Parghur, and tha two otlier Native forts in the Southern Mahratta country, 
under the charg^i’ Native officers, I think the Soobadars, Sewgoolam Sing 
and Gooljar MissP, might be nominated to two of the commands which will 

i-liiiG V xxrtll i/%vi in ^lin> nm*r\o rvnnn«»n11vr 
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quested to promote the Havildar, should he be reported qualified to hold a sattaRA 
commission. P APER S. 

33. In case, however, the arrangement respecting the forts is not carried Mmute 
into efiect, no other mode occurs to me of rewarding the officers, than 27 Apriu^ 
by appointing them supernumerary Soobadar^Majors, and the Havildar a 
supernumerary Jemidar, with the pay of those grades, and to be absorbed as 
vacancies occur. On this point I request to be favoured with the opinion of 

his Excellency the Comraander-in-Chief. 

34. In either case, I would propose that each of these men should receive 
an honorary dress from my bands on the first convenient opportunity of the 
values following:— 

Soobadar Sewgoolam Sing, one valued at - - 300 Rs. 

-Gooljar Missur ... _ 200 

Havildar Chunder Sing - - - - 100 

35. I may here mention, that having learned from Major Wilson, the officer 
commanding the 23d Regiment, that the Soobadars were in doubt how their 
conduct had been viewed by Government, and that the misrepresentations which 
appeared in the Gazette newspaper had created bad impressions in their minds, 

I caused them to be introduced to me at Parell, and assured them that their 
conduct had afforded Government the highest satisfaction, and that the due 
acknowledgment of it was under consideration. 

36. I think an extract from the Commission’s proceedings, relating to the 
conduct of Captain Hand, of the Grenadiers, in maintaining a correspondence 
with one of the chief officers of the Sattara State, should be sent to his 
Excellency the Comraander-in-Chief, with the request of Government, that 
he will seriously reprimand that officer for his highly irregular and indiscreet 
conduct. Captain Scott, of the 23d Regiment, likewise acted with great 
indiscretion, in writing to his friends at Bombay what had happened at Sattara. 

37. In conclusion, I have only to propose that the Sattara Commission should 
be informed, that Government are, in the highest degree, satisfied with the 

xeal, judgment, ability, and activity, which they evinced in the prosecution of ^ 

the highly important and equally delicate investigation entrusted to their 
charge. I confess that, in my opinion, only two out of the three Commis¬ 
sioners are entitled to so high an acknowledgment; but I do not know that 
we can well make distinctions in our meed of approbation, and for all practical 
purposes the acts of the majority are the act§ of the Commission. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

27th April 1837. 

MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Without Date. 

I cannot concur in Mr. Dunlop’s remark regarding the Meruj Kur. His 
being a sot would, I think, be very likely to render him the dupe of others, 
and by them easily persuaded to engage' in intrigues. 

Though some of the Putwurdbuns are boys, it does not follow that commu¬ 
nications may not have been made to them, or what would be nearly the same 
thing, to those in charge of their affairs. 

Mr. Dunlop’s further report should be awaited. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 


Minute 

by the Governb^! 
(without dkte).^ 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated 5th June IS^7. 

(Subscribed to by the Commander-in-Chie| 


Minute 
D Governor 
une 1837!?^ 




m 



84 


MINUTES OF THE 


1 SATTARA 
PAPERS. 

Minute 

; \lf Mr. J. Farish, 
(wiUiout date). 


MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 
Without Date. 

«*•*»** 


’ Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Jby the Governor, . _ 

18 June 1837. Dated iHwi June 1837. 

1. Copies of my two minutes, regarding the supersession of Colonel Lod- 
wick a.s Resident at Satlara, and the ap])ointmcnt of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans to officiate in that capacity, should be sent to the Government of 
India. 


2. The instructions recently issued to Colonel Ovans should also immedi¬ 
ately be sent to the same authority. 

3. Some explanation is required of life delay which has occurred in insti¬ 
tuting an inquiry into the facts set foith in the letter received from the mother 
of Goviiul Rao Uewau. That delay has, I fear, continued too long; but I 
trust that no public inconvenience is likely to occur. 

4. The Government of India will, on reference to our proceedings, observe 
that the delay alluded to originated in our conviction that this important 
inquiry could not with sal’ety In- ciitiustid to the late Resident, and that, so 
long as w'c were in doubt regarding his intentions to apjdy ior leave on sick 
certificate, which at one ])ciiod was confidently expicted, we naturally felt 
reluctant to wound his feelings by supcTscding liiiii in his office. 

5. Colonel Lodwick’s letter, jiioposing the cx])u1moii of Bulwunt Row 
Chitnavees from Sattara, sliouhl also be .sent to (’alcutta ; with an intimation 
that we do not intend to act on the suggestion at present, among other reasons 
because we are of opinion that, whatever measures are ultimately adopted 
against the Raja, should be eaiiied into cfiect at one and the .same time. 

* » ♦ •* » # 4 (( 

****** * 

7. I at one time thought of requiring from Ur. Milne, as a British subject 
and as a pensioned servant of Governnieiit, to declare the nature of the inter¬ 
course which he may have had with the Raja, and to transmit to us any cor¬ 
respondence which may, either directly or indirectly, have passed between 
them. 

8. On reflection, however, I think, that, as the whole case is in tlie hands of 
higher authority, we ought not to act for ourselves, but to refer the point to 
them. 1 have no doubt he ought to be called to account. 

9. Mr. Dunlop’s reply to our reference, on the subject of the Raja of Satta- 
ra’s proceedings, should also be sent to the Government of India. 

10. Our proceedings, up to this date, should immediately be reported to the 
Secret Committee, in continuation of former reports. 

IB June 1837. (Signed) R. Grant. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
WUhttut Date. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 


: Minute 

-• ibe Governor,« 
(without date). 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 28fA June 1837. 

(Subscribed to by his Excellency the Commander-in- Chief.) '28 June 18Si 

1. I entirely approve of the whole of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s proceedings, 
reported in his letter of the 24th instant. 

2. With reference to the fifth paragraph, there can be no doubt that the Com¬ 
mission winch assembled at Sattara, being of necessity secret, no part of its 
proceedings could, with propriety, be communicated in writing to any one but 
Government. 

3. It appears from the Commission’s proceedings, that the evidence against 
the Raja was fully explained to his Highness; and it is quite clear that his High¬ 
ness understood the natureof the charges preferred against him, by his endeavour¬ 
ing, however unsatisfactorily, to exonerate himself from them. The Commis¬ 
sion further offered to confront the Raja with his accusers, but he declined. 

4. With reference to the Raja’s complaint, that two of the members of the 
Commission left Sattara without visiting him, Mr. Willoughby informs me that 
the invitation to visit his Highness was entirely of a complimentary nature, and 
had no reference whatever to the inquiry into the Raja’s proceedings, which 
had terminated. 

5. I think Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans acted judiciously in postponing the 
inquiry we have ordered respecting the letter received from Girjabhaee. It 
must be obvious that, so long as the belief exists at Sattara that Colonel 
Lodwick’s supersession was adopted to gratify the Raja, no one will venture to 
communicate to his successor information regarding his Highness’s designs 
against Government. As observed by the Acting Resident, it is not to be 
wondered at that such an impression should have been created, because we 
have ample evidence that the Raja anxiously desired to effect Colonel 
Lodwick’s removal. 

6. The public interests, therefore, imperatively require that we should en¬ 
deavour to dispel this illusion; and I am not aware of any measure better 
calculated to produce this result than the one proposed by the Acting Resident, 
namely, Govind Row’s removal from Poona to Ahmednugger. 

7. If my Colleagues concur in the adoption of this measure, I request that 
no time be lost in issuing orders to the Sessions Judge at Poona, to forward 
Govind Row, under a suitable escort, to the custody of the Judge at 
Ahmednugger. 

8. The usual warrant should be addressed to the Judge of Ahmednugger. 

That officer should be instructed to place the prisoner in strict confinement, 
and to prevent his holding any communication with any person be.sides his 
personal attendants, or those in whom the Judge has confidence. Every at¬ 
tention, compatible with the above object, should be paid to the prisoner’s 
comfort and convenience. 

9. The Judge should be further informed, that it is not unlikely the friends of 
Govind Row at Sattara and Poona will endeavour to communicate with him by 
letters, and that he should quietly adopt'measures to intercept any communi¬ 
cations of this kind and forward them to Government. 

10. With reference to the letter which the Raja is desirous that I should 
write to him, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans may be informed that the request is 
tjuite inadmissible. Under no circumstances should I consider mysejf at 
liberty in the terms which he has dictated, and which would be construed to 
imply that Government had acted unjustly towards liis Higiumss. No com- 
munij^ation need, however, be made at present to the Raja oi^he subject. 

Z 11. Lieutenant 
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)?'■ Minute 
Iby the Governor, 
f 8 July 1637. 


’t- Minute 
"^y the Governor, 
4 3 July 1837. 


MINUTES OE THE 

11. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans should also be informed of the removal of 
Govind Row, as he has suggested, and copy of his letter, as well as of this 
minute, should be immediately forwarded for the information of the Govern¬ 
ment of India. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

28th June 1837. J. Keane. 

MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 

Dated ‘dQthJune 1837. 

The only question on which any doubt could be entertained is the removal 
of Govind Row to Ahmednugger. The absolute necessity of putting an end to 
the erroneous expectations of his release, in order to obtain the important 
information«which Gccrjabaec and the parties named by her may be able to 
communicate, fully warrants his being placed under greater personal restraint 
and stricter guard ; and under the injunction, that every attention be paid to 
his comfort and convenienct! compatible with those objects, he will be sub¬ 
jected by the removal to no hardship, of which a person, convicted as he has 
been, can with reason complain. 1 therefore fully concur in that measure, 
and in all the sentiments cx[)ressed in the Right Honourable the Governor’s 
minute. 

30th June 1837. (Signed) J. Parish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 3d Ja/ji 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1. Copy of this letter should be iimnediately sent to the Government of India, 
wdtli an intimation that it is not our intention to adopt any measures to interrupt 
the Raja’s communications witli Dr. Milne and others in Bombay, until we are 
favoured with the instructions already solicited. 

2. At the .same time we may offer an opinion, that this intercourse is a direct 
violation of the fifth article of the Treaty witli the Raja of Sattara, dated 25th 
September 1819. 

3. That article is quite cx])licit, and seems as if framed by design to meet a 
case of this kind. 

“ The Raja, for himself and for his heirs and successors, engages to forbear 
“ from all intercourse yv\t\i ioTGVffi powers, and with all Sirdars, Jaghcerdars, 
“ chiefs and ministers, arid all persons of vdiatevcr description, who are not by the 
“ above articles rendered subject to his Highness’s authority.” 

It is then added : “ This article is a fundamental condition of the present 
“ agreement, and any departure from it on the Raja’s part shall subject him to 
“ the loss of all the advantages he may gain by the said agreement.” 

4. The Raja has openly avowed being in communication with Dr. Milne, 
and perseveres in such communication, notwithstanding Colonel Lodwick has 
w'anied him that such conduct is a violation of the treaty. 

5. I do not, therefore, sec any advantage in this warning being repeated. 

. (Signed) R. Grant. 


3d July 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated 3d July 1837. 
(Subscribed to by the Board.) 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 5th July 1837. 

(Concurred in by the Board.) 

I have already recorded my opinion, that Colonel Lodwick was wrong in 
refusing to forward any representation w'hich his Highness the Raja wished to 
make to the Government. We have, however, rectified his mistake, and the 
rejected document is now before us. 

If I recollect right. Colonel Lodwick stated, that the cause of refusing to 
send the yad of fifteen paragraphs was, because it abounded in misstatements. 

I think, therefore, it is due to that officer to send this paper (in original) for 
any explanations or remarks he may wish to ofi'er; and until his answer is 
received, I shall not myself ofi'er any comment upon it, or upon the Raja’s letters 
which accompanied it, dated 23d May and 28th June last. 

(Signed) R. Gra.vt, 

J. Keanje, 

5th July 1837- J. Fahish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR. 

Dated 5th July 1837. 

(Coricurre<l in by the Board.) 

The information which Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans reports in this letter may 
prove of the highest importance. 

There can be no doubt that the measure suggested, of seizing the persons 
named in the fifth paragraph, nnest be ultimately adopted ; but it would, I 
think, be premature at the present moment. 

Govind Row Dcwaii left Poona this morning for Ahmednugger; and it is 
very desirable the Acting Resident should waitch the eflect of his removal, 
before adopting the decisive measures lie suggests. 

In communicating this opinion, Colonel Ovans may, however, be informed, 
that in the event of his being satisfied that the persons referred to, meditate 
escape from Sattara, it is left to his judgment and di.scretion to secure them ; 
but that Government are of opinion the measure should be delayed as long as 
possible. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Kkank, 

5th July 1837. _ , .7. Fahisii. 


MINtTTE BY THE GOVERNOR, ^ Minute | 

/oy the Govern^ 

Dated lOth July 1837. J“'y 1837,. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

I learn from a private letter addressed by Colonel Ovans to Mr. Willoughby, 
that the mother of Govind Row Dewan voluntarily sought and obtained an in¬ 
terview with Colonel Ovans, the night before the seizure herein mentioned took • 
place. I should, at any rate, have been satisfied that Colonel Ovans liad 
rightly exercised his discretion in determining on those seb^res, even if that 
proposition had not been clear to myself; but the fact of ai^nterview with the 

before 
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I r *0 JuJy 1837. 


before-mentioned lady having been secured, removes every doubt that I might 
have felt, and I think Colonel Ovans’s proceedings should be entirely approved. 
An odicial letter is to come to-morrow announcing the fact of the lady’s visit. ' 

(Signed). R. Grant. 


10th July 1837. 


I'. Minute 
I by the Governor, 
i, 12 July 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated \2thJuly 1837. 
(Subscribed to by the Board.) 


1. Every precaution must be taken to keep this annunciation (which, as far 
as it goes, is satisfactory) quite secret. 

2. The Acting Resident should endeavour to obtain from Girjabaee a 
written statement of all she knows regarding her son’s proceedings and those 
of the Raja. This may be done, either at another interview, or, if she prefers 
it, she can send the statement. 

3. A similar statement should be taken from each of the two persons who 
accompanied the lady, and their information will, no doubt, guide Colonel 
Ovans in making other inquiries. 

4. It is very probable that this lady disavows the letter received by Govern¬ 
ment in her name, from fear of the consequences of discovery of having com¬ 
municated with Government. 

5. Be this as it may. Colonel Ovans will' naturally endeavour to find out 
and examine the writer. 

6. When the Acting Resident is convinced that secrecy is no longer neces¬ 
sary or practicable, he will adopt measures to secure protection to Govind 
Row’s family from the Raja’s vengeance. 

7. Colonel Ovans will ascertain on what grounds the lady and her confi¬ 
dants are able to state that the contents of the letter written in her name are 
true. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 


12th July 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 15tA July 1837. 

(Concurred in by the Board.) 

1. The evidence of Abba Mareek is highly important. 

1st. As confirming the statement of the Soobadars, regarding the meet¬ 
ing between them and Govind Row. 

2d. As confirming the Raja’s guilt. For if his Highness had not 
been implicated, he would not have desired Abba Mareek to keep out of 
the wa,y after Govind Row’s arrest. 

2. In entirely approving Colonel Ovans’s proceedings, it may be suggested 
to him, whether Dinkur Row should not be interrogated on the subject of the 
message he delivered to Abba Mareek, the time for doing so being entirely 
left to his discretion. 

3. I wish this||.-'ittcr, and the report of the conference with the mother of 
(iovind Row, to returned to me; mr, at this stage of Colonel Ovan.s’s inqui¬ 
ries. 


Minute 
the Governor, 
1* July 1837. 
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ries, it is, 1 think, inexpedient to make a report to Calcutta, 
all the Acting Resident’s reports to be returned to me. 

' (Signed) 

15th July 1837. 


In short, I wish 

R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

J. Parish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 2\st July 1837. 

(Concurred in by the Board.) 

I do not think any notice should, for the present, be taken of this comm uni* 
cation, which, I think, betrays the Raja’s uneasiness, arising from conscious¬ 
ness of guilt. 

The Acting Resident should be requested to follow up the inquiries he has 
so ably commenced, and be told that, .while precipitation should be avoided, 
it is desirable that his investigations should be brought to a termination as 
early as practicable. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

21st July 1837. _ J. Parish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Datcd2AthJuly 
(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1. This despatch contains important information, and I see no reason to 
doubt the truth of the history now given by the uncle and mother of Govind 
Row of the petition forwarded to Government in the name of the former. 

2. It is, however, I conceive, of the first importance, that the writer of the 
letter, named Mahdeo Fugree, should be examined, and Colonel Ovans should 
be requested to endeavour to procure his attendance at Sattara for that pur¬ 
pose. 

3. The precautions adopted by the parties were very natural, when we re¬ 
flect that they were entirely in the Raja’s power when the petition was trans¬ 
mitted, and we cannot too often enjoin on the Resident the necessity of his 
now adopting eflScient mdasures for their security and protection. 

4. Orders should be immediately sent to the Judge of Ahmednuggur to 
permit any person deputed by Colonel Ovans to have free access to Govind 
Row; and I think the Acting Resident should be informed that any commu¬ 
nication which Govind Row may think fit to make should be delivered to, and 
witnessed by the Judge. 

6. With reference to Colonel Ovans’s suggestions in his last paragraph, I 
have such confidence in his judgment and discretion, that I am willing to grant 
him full authority to act as he may deem most conducive to the objects of the 
inquiry in progress, and to eliciting the truth. 

6. The statement of the person alluded to in the sixth paragraph should be 
submitted to Government as early as practicable. 

(Signed) R. GsANi. 
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' by the Governor, 
» 85 July 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 25th July 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Colonel Ovana’s proceedings should be approved, and the measures he pro¬ 
poses in the last paragraphs of his letter should be authorized. 

I quite agree with Colonel Ovans that the Bramin Purshotam might disclose 
a good deal more than he has yet stated. He was in daily intercourse with 
Appa Sahib Bhotisla at Nagpore, and there seems little doubt that the details 
of the plot in which the Bhonsla was engaged formed, at least, one subject of 
these conferences. 

There i.s also strong reason to suspect, that there were parties to these de¬ 
signs at Gwalior; but it may be difficult to penetrate the mystery, which, as 
Colonel Ovans observes, involves this p^jrt of the subject. It would, 1 think, 
be juematurc, at present, to make any communication on the matter to the 
Resident at Gwalior, but it will probably be necessary hereafter. 

(Signed) R. Guaxt, 

25th .luly 1837. J- FAur.sir. 


P.S. Mr. Willoughby suggests that this letter and the accompaniments 
might be sent confidentially to the (iovtanor of Agra, in oi’der that they may 
prosecute any of the inquiries arising out of them as they may think fit, and I 
accede to the suggestion ; but that Government should be earnestly requested 
to guard against the ])ossibility of these matters transpiring prematurely. 

(Signed) R. Guant, 

.T. Keane, 

J. Paris 11. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 2(iili July 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1. In reference to paragraph four of this important letter, I request that the 
Secretary with me will have the goodness to repair immediately to the princi¬ 
pal Collector of Poona, and request him immediately to summon and examine 
the Hubshee’s Vakeel on the matters to which Colonel Ovans alludes. 

2. The Magistrate should, 1 think, conduct the examination; but I will 
thank Mr. Willoughby to be present, as, from his perfect acquaintance with 
the whole of this case, he may suggest to Mr. Mills many important 

• questions. 

3. From the depo.sition of the Chitnavecs’s messenger, it appears to be by 
no means certain that the Vakeel is now in Poona. Should he have taken his 
departure for the Hubshce’s country, the Magistrate should use all the means 
in his power to discover and apprehend him, if he is still within our territories; 
but if he has past the frontier, he might address the Hubshee or his Minister 
(aceprding as the usage is), requesting that the Vakeel may be sent to him. 

4. On the other points which this letter suggests for conaderation, I will 
reserve myself ^til 1 learn the result of the examination above directed. 

5. I ought toitdd, that Mr. Willoughby is at full liberty to disclose con¬ 

fidentially 


Minute 

jr the Governor, 
86 July 1837. 



fidcntially to Mr. Mills, all or any matters which he sees to be essential to the 
inquiry which that officer is hereby directed to make. 

6. The Board will, I trust, approve my taking on myself to issue the above 
directions. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

26tb July 1837. J. Farish. 

MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR. 

Dated 27th July 1837. 

(Concurred in by the Board.) 

1. I do not think it expedient to endeavour to apprehend this Vakeel at 
Bombay; but I would request the Chief Secretary to take the trouble of 
ascertaining privately, if possible, whether the individual in question is or not 
now in Bombay. 

2. The prevarication of the deponent Bulwunt Row, awakens suspicions 
that he is m some sort of understanding with the parties interested in defeating 
the inquiries of Government; and I own that, with me, these suspicions in¬ 
volve the deponent’s brother, Succaram Bappoo, the mail contractor, whose 
name has several times been mentioned in the recent correspondence relative 
to the Sattara alfairs. 

3. In reference to the last remark, I cannot help being of opinion, that Go¬ 
vernment ouglit not to confide to any Native, ]ierhaps ought to keep in its own 
hands, that important part of its functions, the conduct of the public post. 
This point may now stand for further consideration. 

4. The result of the Magistrate’s inquiry may now be eommunicated to 
Colonel Ovans, wdiosc proceedings should be entirely apjiroved, and who may 
be authorized to summon Bulwunt Row Chitnavees, and examine him in the 
manner suggested in paragraph five of his letter of 24th instant, and, if he thinks 
it expedient, to detain that individual in custody, pending a reference to Go¬ 
vernment for instructions. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

27th July 1837. J. Farish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated Ath August 1837. 

1. The evidence accompanying this letter is strongly confirmatory of the 
fact of the clandestine interview between the Raja and the two Native officers 
introduced to him by Govind Row, respecting which, however, I have never 
entertained any doubt. 

2. In two of these statements it is stated that Abba Mohiteh observed, 
“ moreover, rolls of papers regarding Nagpore will come out.” 

• 

3. I think Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans should be directed to examine all the 
parties on this point, and to endeavour to ascertain what papers are re¬ 
ferred to. 

4. To save time, the Secretary with me may make this reference. 
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SATTAEA MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

PAPERS. 

Dated \5th August 1837. 

Minute ° 

*T*Ai^**^M 7*^’ (Concurred in by the Board.) 

1. The information forwarded in Colonel Ovans’s letter of the 7th instant i$ 
most important! and highly creditable to that officer, who is entitled to the 
warmest commendations for the zeal and ability which he has displayed in 
obtaining it. 

2. The Raja’s proceedings, which, in the first instance, appeared so pro¬ 
digiously absurd as to be scarcely credible, though they must still be considered 
idle and preposterous enough, have yet become comparatively clear and con¬ 
sistent. The evidence ol)tamcd by the Acting Resident proves that, for years 
previous to the detection of his attempt on the fidelity of our troops he was 
engaged in treasonable communications with the cx-Raja of Nagpore, who, 
he very naturally concluded, would be willing to take part in any design 
against the Government which deprived him of his dominions. 


3. If the case still stood, in point of evidence, where it did when we recom¬ 
mended to the Government of India a moderate and middle course in the 
punishment of the Raja, T should have ventured to defend that advice, not¬ 
withstanding the dissent of the Government in question ; and I firmly believe 
that the Home Authorities, had they been consulted, would have acceded to 
our opinion. Subject to the question, whether any, the least, attempt to se¬ 
duce our Native troops from their loyalty ought not to be considered an un¬ 
pardonable oftenee, our case against the Raja was not, at that time, a very 
strong one. Tlie evidence, though satisfactory to us, was such as might be 
questioned without any obstinate incredulity. The offence, though great, 
might be regarded as the fruit of some casual and momentary aberration, aided, 
perhaps, by some mismanagement on the jiart of the British Government or 
its subjects. 


4. At present the matlt'r exhibits a greatly altered appearance. Such a 
mass of ])roof has been obtained, and thcie is every reason to expect still fur¬ 
ther additions to it, as must, J think, convince the most hardened unbeliever. 
And in what light docs the offender appear? For years, during which he has 
been the petted child of the fhjmpany, the object of their constant indulgence, 
the theme of their ardent applause, and during which he has, in fact, main¬ 
tained a semblance of the utmost cordiality with the British Authorities in 
contact with him, without even the jiretext of a shadow of a grievance, he has 
been cherishing the most hostile feelings, and foi-ming the most treasonous 
projects, against those who raised him from a prison to a throne. 


5. It must be observed, that the communications of his Highness with Joud- 
pore, even admitting the matter of I hem to have been innocent, were in direct 
breach of his engagements. By the .Oth article of his treaty with us he is 
bound to have no connexion or coricsjioudence with any foreign power, chief, 
or person, except through the British Government; and the article concludes 
thus:—“ 'I’his article is a fundamental condition of the present agreement, 
“ and any departure from it on the Raja’s part shall subject him to the loss of 
» “ all the advantages he may gain by the said agreement.” 


f). But there can be no doubt that the objects of this intercourse, carried 
on, be it observed, clandestine^, and for years, were as treasonous as the 
intercourse itself was illicit. The very stipulation just quoted proves this, 
evem were there no evidence of it. No man would systematically nave broken 
so capital a part of the treaty without some object to justify the risk he 
♦ incuri^. 


•7. I would propose that a copy of the Acting Resident’s letter of the 7th 
instant, and its accompaniments, be immediately sent to the Governor of A^, 
with an expression of the strong belief of this Government that, by examining 

the 
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the cx-Raja of Nagpore, and the four persons named in the last para^ph of 
Lieutenant Colonel Ovans’s despatch, further and important information may 
be obtained of the real nature of the designs which the Raja of Sattara has so 
madly meditated; and with an earnest request that such examination be 
instituted and pursued, and its result communicated to us, with all the dispatch 
compatible with the observance of the requisite caution and secrecy. 

8. In communicating the substance of the first paragraph of this minute to 
Colonel Ovans, that officer should be requested to expedite the reports of any 
further information which he may be enabled to furnish. His efforts should 
be particularly exerted to ascertain whether any of the letters which are 
proved to have passed between Sattara and Joudpore arc still in existence, 
and to gain possession of them if that be the case. 

9. I think it very material that Colonel Ovans should obtain as much light 
as possible with regard to the degree of participation of the Raja’s brother, 
Appa Sahib, and his cousin, the Senaputtee, in these improper transactions. 
Jadhou deposes that Appa Sahib was one of those to whom his namesake, 
the ex-Raja of Nagpore, sent presents of shoes; and Yelojec says that the 
same person sent the Senaputtee a letter, but that the Senaputtee, offended 
at net being entitled Sahih, returned no answer. These are but equivocal 
indications, and I think it very desirable to know more. 

10. I would next propose, that the whole of t’oloncl Ovans’s despatches be 
forwarded to the Government of India. The communication should contain 
a short summary of tlie contents of each letter from that ollicer, and of the 
instructions issued on each in return. 

11. Our sentiments on the whole case should be submitted to the Govern¬ 
ment of India, and their instructions be requested. At the same time, I 
would beg to intimate to them our opinion that no final decision should be 
come to until the examinathjns we have requested at Agra shall have been 
had, and their results reported. 

12. 1 am further strongly of opinion, that before the case is conclusively 
disposed of the Raja .should be made acquainted witli the fresh evidence that 
has been elicited against him, and should be allowed the opportunity of 
ofl’eriug defence or explanation. But on this head the instructions of the 
Supreme Government may be particularly solicited. 

13. Highly approving of all Colonel Ovans’s other suggestions, 1 think, in 
correction of that contained in his innth paragraph, that for the present the 
man named Yelojee should be detained in custody, unless already released; 
and this with a view of a minute inquiry as to the letters mentioned in 
paragraph eight of tlie present minute. 

14. I believe I have said in another minute, that our proceedings in this 
case, up to the latest possible date, should be reported to the Honourable 
Court by the packet which the Berenice is to carry to the Red Sea. ' 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

16th August 1837. J. Parish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated ZAth August 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1., I request the Secretary with me will transmit copy of the Chief Secre¬ 
tary’s memorandum to the Acting Resident at Sattara. 

2. I should wish to be informed whether Mr. Wathen has been able to 
a^ertain the name of the Hubshee’s agent, who is stated to have commu¬ 
nicated with the Mangalore insurgents. jwhv. 


SATTARil 

PAPERS. 

Minute 
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Minute 

by the Govemw^ 
5S4 Aug. 1837. | 
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Minute 

by the Governor, 
24 Aug. 1837. 


Minute 

by Government, 
25 Aug. J837. 
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3. I think that part of the information should be sent to the Government 
of Madras, who may, perhaps, be able to obtain evidence regarding the depu¬ 
tation of the agent alluded to. 

(Signed) R. Grakt, 

J. Kzasz, 

24th August, 1837._J. FabisR. 

MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 24tk Augmt 1837. 

(Concurred in by the Board.) 

I do not think we ought to countenance any plan for trepanning this Vakeel 
into our hands. The bc.st way will be to request the Hubshee to deliver him 
up to us, to answer certain accusations of having been guilty of improper 
conduct against tliis Sircar. I propose this in the belief (which I cannot 
doubt to be correct) that the Vakeel is a British subject. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

24th August 1837. __ J. Parish. 


MINUTE BY GOVERNMENT, 

Dated ‘25th August 1837. 

1. The evidence forwarded in this despatch is of a very important nature. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s proceedings may be entirely approved, and that 
officer should be requested to follow up the inquiries he has commenced 
regarding the intrigues which have been carried on between Sattara and Goa, 
and with the Hubshee. 

2. Copy of this despatch and enclosures should be immediately sent to the 
Government of India. 

3. I do not see any leason to doubt the truth of the Statements Nos. 1 and 
2, regarding the manner in which the petition of the mother of Govind Row 
was written ; but it is to lie hoped that the Dewan himself will come forward 
and state all that he knows respecting the Raja’s late proceedings. 

4. ParagiTphs 1, 2, and 4, of Statement No. 3, should be sent to Mr. 
Dunlop. Pai-dgraph 3 of the same should be .sent to Mr. Williams, with 
instructions to both officers to inquire into the facts therein stated, and to 
report the result to Government. 

5. Colonel Orans should ascertain and report more particularly what is 
meant by “ the combination in Arbustan,” alluded to in Statements Nos. 3 
and 4. 

6. With respect to the Goa intrigues, he should endeavour to ascertain 
whether, as stated by Wittul Bo%v Sukheram Parusnees, they ever came to 
the knowledge of Colonel Robertson, the Resident, and if so, what notice was 
taken of them. 

7. The Statement No. 4 is of considerable importance, as proving the 
extensive nature of the Raja’s communications with foreign states. It also 
implicates the Senaputtee iii tire Raja’s designs. 

8; With reference to Statement No. 5, I shall be obliged to the Chief 
Secretary to furnish the Board with any information be may he able to obtain 
regarding the Governor of Goa, called Dominee, the Christian doctor, called 
Irkool, and the .Judge of Goa, called Silva, who is stated to be familiar with 
this affair, and to be at present in Bombay. 1 presume that Dominee must 
t'- ■''•edecessor of Manuel Peies., for debonent observes, “ Pere, a 
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Christian, came from Portugal; in 1834 he became Grovernor.” It should also, 
if possible, be ascertained, whether Dominee . visited Vingorla, and whether 
he there took a passage, and afterwards disembarked in consequence of a 
quarrel with the captain of the ship. 

9. The deponent states, “ The papers and seals (entrusted to Nanna) are 
“with Balkoba at Sawuat Waree, in the house of Ladkoba KakaNeyrookur.” 
In reference to this, the Acting Resident should be directed to send a confi¬ 
dential person to Sawunl Warec, furnished with a letter to the Collector of 
Rutnagheery, in order that a search may be made for the seals and documents. 

10. The Acting Resident should also be directed to search the books of the 
person named Tejeram, in order to verify the money transactions connected 
with the Goa intrigues alleged to have taken place witli his firm. 

11. Of the persons stated to have been privy to these intrigues enumerated 
in the thirteenth paragraph. Nos. 3 and 8 are stated to reside at Poona, and 
Nos. 5 and 6 at Waree. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans will, of course, have 
applied to the Magistrates of Poona and Rutnagheery to endeavour to trace 
out and apprehend these persons. 

12. Another person. No. 2, Raqjee Kotnees, is stated to be residing in 
Bombay. I request Mr. Wathen will ascertain whether such is the case; 
and I think the Advocate-General should be consulted as to the mode in 
which this person can be apprehended and sent to Sattara for examination. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

25th August 1837. J, Parish. 

P.S.—In communicating this despatch the Government of India, the 
measures we have adopted on it should also be communicated. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

J. Parish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, Minute 

by the Governo 

Dated 30/// August 1839. SO Aug. 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1. Ffomthe evidence forwarded with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter of 
the 23d instant, there are strong grounds for, at all events, suspecting that the 
Raja of Sattam entered into communications of a treasonable nature with the 
Hubshee, but it is by no means clear how far the latter chief entered into 
his views. 

2. I think there are ample grounds for detaining Bulwunt Row Chitnavees, 
as suggested by the Acting Resident, and that measure may be accordingly 
sanctioned. 

3. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s proceedings in conducting this branch of his 
inquiries maybe approved, and he maybe directed to obtain further evidence, 
if possible, of the nature of the Raja’s intercourse with the Hubshee, which 
under any circumstances is a breach of his treaty with us. 

4. I do not believe the statement of Bulwunt Row Chitnavees regarding 
the letter found concealed in the doll. It is not likely that the bearer of that 
letter would, of his own accord, have concealed the letter in the manner stated, 
unless his principal had given him directions to do so. The inference there¬ 
fore is, that Bulwunt, fearing that the communications with the Hubshee 
Would be detected, thought it prudent to point out to the Carkoon, Wanibir 
Rao, the answer he should give, if required to explain, so that there might 
hot be any discrepancy between their two stories. 
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SATTAEA 

FAPEES. 

Minute 

by the Governor, 
M Aug. 1837. 


Minute 

by the Governor, 
< 1 Sept, 1837. 


5. The witness Yelojee Mohiteh positively states that the Raja received 
a letter through the Chitnavees from the Hubshee, and that having read it, he 
(the Raja) burnt it -y and asserts, that it related to some treasonable projects. 
The witness Wittul Row Parusnecs also deposes to a treasonable design 
having been entered into with the Hubshee, and that he saw himself parhaths 
(cloths) and a sword sent to the Raja from the Hubshee. He further, states, 
that he heard from the Chitnavees that a “ combination has been arranged 
“ with Arbu.sthan through the Hubshee.” The witness Khassee Severam 
Bundrey corroborates these facts. It is worthy of remark that this witness 
states, that the interview between the Raja and the Hubshee’s agent took 

E lace in the Dcoghur-room, set apart lor idols ; and the Chitnavees admits in 
is examinations that he introduecid- the agent, on one occasion, to the Raja 
in the room in (juestion. “ 1 took him, being my relation, I took him once; 
“ I took him to the Deoghur.” 

6. A copy of the enclosed should be sent to the Government of India. 

R. Grant, 

.T. Keane, 

30th August 1837. J. Fahis; 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated \St September 1837- 
(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Mr. Hutt’.s proceedings may be approved. The eonfes.sion of Govind Row, 
as far as it goes, is important; but he has apparently reserved the di.sclosurcs 
which it is in his power to make until he lias an interview with Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans. 

2. I Jiave no doubt that the Acting Resident possesses advantages beyond 
any other officer for conducting his examination and eliciting the truth ; and, 
ultimately, it may be deemed advisable to send Govind Row to Sattara for 
this purpose. 

3. In some respects, however, I conceive it is desirable that a preliminary 
examination on some t)f the leading points elicited by the inquiries at Sattara 
should be conducted by an olficer t^uitc unconnected with those inquiries. 

4. I would therefore propose that Mr. Hutt should be directed to put the 
following questions to Govind Row, alter having informed him that his only 
chance of being leniently dealt with by tTOvernment is freely to disclose 
every thing he knows respecting the Raja’s ])roccedings. The.se queries are 
framed from memory, as 1 have not the papers to refer to. 

INTERROGATIONS. 

1. You have admitted that you took the two Soobadars to the palace and 
introduced them to the Raja ; state particularly and in detail the object 
of that interview, and the nature of the conversation which took place on 
the occasion between his Highness the Raja and the Native officers. 

2. ' State in what room the interview occurred, and who was present on 
the occasion, and whether the Soobadars were in their usual dress or in 
disguise. 

3. Are you aware of communications having passed between the Raja 
?md Appa Sahib, the ex-Raja of Nagpore; if so, by whom were such 
communications made, and what was their nature and object ? 

4. Are you aware that a sword, concealed in a musical instrument 
(vena), was sent from Sattara to Appa Sahib, and that presents in return 
were sent to the Raja and other persons residing at Sattara ? 

5. Where any letters sent to Ajipa Sahib from Sattara, or did Appa Sahib 
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write any letters to the Raja or to any other person at Sattara; if so, 
what was their purport ? 

6. Are you aware of any intercourse having taken place between the 
Raja and the Hubshee, or Chief of Jungeera; if so, what was' its 
nature and object, and were any presents at any time interchanged 
between the parties ? 

7. Are you aware of certain communications having taken place between 
the Rajh and the Authorities of Goa; if so, by whom were they conducted, 
and what was their nature and object ? 

8. Are you aware of communications having occurred between the Raja 
and certain Chiefs in the Southern Mahratta [country] ; if so, by whose 
agency were they conducted, and what was the nature aud object of such 
communications ? 

9. Can you state whether the Raja has maintained an intercourse with 
any other foreign States or Chiefs besides those above-mentioned ; and if 
so, of what kind ? 

10. Whore you ever eni[)loyed to draft letters, on the Raja’s behalf, 
of a hostile nature towards the British Government ? 

11. Have you any such letters, or the replies to them, in your posses¬ 
sion, or can you slate whether any of them are still in existence ? 

12. Can you state what induced the Raja to meditate hostilities against 
the Briti.sh Government, and who were his principal advisers and 
agents ? 

13. f’an you furnish any further information respecting the extent and 
nature of the Raja's designs against the British Government, or of the 
measures he adopted preliminary to carrying them into effect? 

14. M as the Raja's brother or the Senaputtee privy to these designs? 

5. Mr. Hutt should be infornicd that this communication is of the most 
confidential nature, and that he must take every precaution to preserve secrecy. 
Some of Govind Row's answers lo tlie above fpiestions may suggest others, 
which may also be put to him. This must be left to the Judge’s discretion, 
he being told that( <overiimcntd('sire that the examination should be as search¬ 
ing as possible. Mr. Hutt should be requested to give an English version of 
the result ? 

(Signed) R. Grant, 
Poona, J. Keane, 

1st September 1837. _________________ Fauisu. 


MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 

Dated 4th September 1037. 

It is evidently necessary that the important examination of Govind Row 
should be conducted solely by the examining officer in person, who niust him¬ 
self write down, or require Govind Row to write down, his answers; and 
besides being most confidential, the examination is to be as .searching as pos¬ 
sible. For this purpose, what may be considered a fair knowdedge of Mah¬ 
ratta, .sufficient for the ordinary transaction of busiimss, might not be such as 
to require a satisfactory result IVom this most important, because the first, 
examination of Govind Row, under specific instructions. 

The Acting Sessioir Judge may be fully competent to the execution of this; 
but if the Right Honourable the Governor is not fully satisfied of his bfeing so 
in every respect, 1 would venture to suggest that it is an occasion on which a 
special officer might be deputed to Ahmednuggur, and rather than any risk of 
failure should be incurred, ought to be sent. 

There might be less indelicacy in deputing an officer already in the Political 
line, and Captain Outram, now at Poona, might appear to the Right Honoura¬ 
ble the Governor a suitable agent; but if the measure be thought desirable, no 
difficulty will be found in the deputation of a projjer agent from Poona. 
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■ SATTARA In order, therefore, that no delay may occur, I would suggest, that if bis 
PAPERS. Excellency the Commander-in-Chief approves, the letter be drafted according 
Min.ito by minute dated Poona, 1st September, but sent under flying seal with 

1 Mr. James Parish, this minute to the Secretary with the Right Honourable the Governor, request- 

; 4 Sept. 18S7. ing that, if at^ modification of the course should, in consequence, appear 

J desirable, the Governor will have the goodness to give the necessary orders 

I' direct, through the Secretary in attendance on him. ^ 


4th September 1837. 


(Signed) J. Parish. 


Minute 

by the Governor, 
;; 4 Sept. 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated Ath September 1837. 
(Subscribed to by the Board.) 


An Order in Council, addressed to the Senior Magi.strate of Police, should 
immediately be issued for the apprehension of llaojee Kotenecs; and, on this 
being effected, he .should be conveyed at once to Panwell. 

The boat to convey him thither, with a suitable guard, should be prepared 
beforehand, in order that no delay may be experienced. 

From Panwell the prisoner should be forwartled to Sattara, and delivered 
over to the Acting Resident, letters being previously addicsscd to the Magis¬ 
trates at Tanna and Poona. 

On the seizure of this person a search should be made for papers, the 
Advocate-General being first consulted how far this may be done legally, as 
the house belongs to another person. 

The Chief Secretary will also be pleased to consult the Advocate-General 
as to the terms in which the Order in Council should be drawn up. 

(Signed) II. Grant. 


4th September 1837. 


Minute 

* by the Governor, 
‘■5 Sept 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated 5lh September 1837. 


(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1. 1 think the request should still be made to the llubshee. 
is to be dealt with hereafter will depend on circumstances. 


« 


How the case 


What the Secretary states is only an additional reason for not proceeding 
by deception. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Krane, 

5th September 1837. J. Parish. 


Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

!^y the Governor, , 

i 5 Sept. 1837. Dated 5th September 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Finding from Mr. Willoughby, who examined Govind Row at Sattara, that 
ibis person converses fluently in Hindoostanee, I feel no doubt of Mr. Hutt’s 
perfectly understanding him; but I think he should be directed to take the 
depositions in Mahratta also, having with him a Carkoon sworn to secrecy in 
whom he has full confidence. 
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■I can hear of no European who is qualified for the task Mr. Parish con¬ 
templates. 

Captain Ootram certainly is not so; besides which, he has proceeded to 
Aurungabad. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

5th September 1837. Parish. 


SATTA^tA 

PAl’EtfS. 

Minute 

by the Ciovern* 
5 Sept. 1837 


Minqte 

by Governmen 
7 Sept. 1837. 

1. The Board is much indebted to the Chief Secreta^ for the important 
information contained in his memorandum of the 5th instant. 

2. As I shall return to the Presidency on Saturday, the 9th instant, I shall 
delay offering an opinion on the measures which should be pursued towards 
the Portuguese authorities at Goa and Demaun until I have had an opportu¬ 
nity of conferring with my Colleagues. In fact, I do not conceive that we 
have as yet obtained sufficient evidence to render a communication with them 
expedient. 

3. It appears to me desirable that Mr. Wathen should record the source 
from which the information respecting Raojee Kotenees has been obtained, or at 
all events inform the Board confidentially of the same ; but every precaution 
will, of course, be taken to preserve secrecy. 

4. I think that part of the information relating to Raojee’s mission to the 
Peerur Chief of Soorapoor should be immediately sent to the Resident at 
Hyderabad, with the request of this Government that he will institute an 
inquiry on the subject, in .such manner as he may deem most expedient. 

5. That part relating to his communications witli the late Swamee Sunkur 
Acharya of Snnkcshwur shonhl be sent to Mr. Dunlop, with similar instruc¬ 
tions ; and that gentleman may be informed that recent inquiries have tended 
to impress Government with the belief that treasonable communications have 
taken place between his Highness the Raja of Sattara and some of the 
('hiefs of the Southern Mahratta country, to detect which Government rely on 
his best exertions. Ilis attention should l>e particularly drawn towards the 
J umk hunderkur. 

6. Copy of the whole of Mr. Wathen’s memorandum should be sent to the 
Acting Resident at Sattara for information. The Secretary in attendence on 
me will do this. 

7. The last paragraph should be immediately sent to the Madras Govern¬ 
ment, with reference to the communication suggested in the third paragraph of 
my minute of the 24th ultimo. Copy of our letters should be confidentially 
communicated to Mr. Lewin, the Magistrate in Canara, in order that the in¬ 
quiry may be immediately commenced. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

Poona, J. Keane, 

7th September 1837. _ J. Parish. 


MINUTE BY GOVERNMENT, 
Dated 1th September 1837. 


MINUTE BY MR. J. PARISH, 

( Without Date). 

The proceedings of the Chief Secretary approved, and the papers to be for¬ 
warded to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, as suggested. 
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MINUTE BY THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

( Without Date). 

The Chief Secretary’s proceedings may be highly approved of. 

I conclude Mr. Wathen will be able to inform the Governor of the contents 
of these papers from memory, otherwise, I should say, it might be as well to 
delay dispatching them to Colonel Ovans till to-morrow evening, as the Go¬ 
vernor is expected here to day, and they would reach Sattara quite as soon 
as the prisoner, who went off yesterday. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated llh September 1837. 

(Sub.seribed to by His E.xcclicncy the Commandcr-in-Cluef.) 

1. Mr. Spoonci’ a])poars to have acted with vigour and judgment, and his 
proceeding.s should be entirely approved. 

2. The Authorities at Warree a])pear also to have .acted in a commendable 
manner, and Mr. Spooner should signify to them the approval of Government. 

3. The Mahalkurree of Vingorla, avho first obtained information of the 
assemblage of the body of armed men at Bailee, deserves great credit, and 
Mr. Spooner may be authorized, if he sees no objectiovr, to confer on this 
person a small ])ecuniary reward. 

4. I have no doid>t that Major-General Salter will, on the receiiit of this 
information, have taken measures to reinforce the: post at Vingorla. The 
Superintendent of the Indian Navy should be directed to send a ves.sel for the 
treasure as soon as the .sea.son permits. 

6. Mr. Spooner should be rcr|nested to endeavour to trace out the person 
named Gopal Seedjee Redkur, alluded to in the fifth paragraph of his report, 
and examine him as to the source of his information regarding the Pallce 
gang. 

C. He should keep the five persons .seized in the Warree Slate, and who 
have confe.ssed having been concerned, more or Ie.ss, in the intended attack ou 
Vingorla, in strict custody, when they are forwarded to him by the Warree 
Authorities. 

7. He should be further directed to use his best exertions, both directly 
and through the Warree Authorities, to apprehend all persons known or 
.suspected of belonging to the Pallee gang. More especially his attention 
should be directed towards securing the persons of Bahoo Ghatga, Bawao Sing 
Purdasee, and Balcoba Yotia. If able to ascertain the place of residence of 
these persons, lie should cause a strict search to be made for papers. 

8. Mr. Spooner should be advised, generally, that (iovemraent has reason 
to believe that the meditated attack on Vingorla is connected with other pro¬ 
ceedings of a treasonable nature against us, and that Government attach great 
imj)ortanee to the inquiry entrusted to him. He should be requested to cor¬ 
respond on this subject in the Secret Defiartment, and to adopt any precau¬ 
tion to prevent such information as he may be able to obtain from becoming 
public, employing, with this view, only such persons on whose honesty and 
integrity he can repose full confidence. 

9. He may be requested, generally, to ascertain whether any, and what, 
.connection exists between the Pallee gang and any persons residing in the 
Goa territory. 


’'O. 
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10. I conceive that the depositions of the five , persons seized at Warree 
corroborate, in the most remarkable manner, the truth of the information we 
have lately received from the Acting Resident at Sattara, regarding the 
mission of Nana Vyed to Goa; for, if 1 recollect right, certain seals and docu¬ 
ments, which the son of that person stated his father received from the Raja 
of Sattara, were alleged to be deposited in the house of Bhlcoba Yotia, who is 
named by the deponents as one of the chief persons concerned in raising the 
Pallee gang. 

11. I therefore request the Secretary with me will forward, with as little 
delay as possible, copy of Mr. Spooner’s report aed enclosures to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans for his information, and, at the same time, refjuest him to 
report immediately wliat measures he adopted, grounded on the information 
obtained from Nana Vyed’s son, with the view of apprehending Balcoba Yotia. 

12. The Acting Resident may be further informed, that Mr. Spooner has 
been directed to institute a minute inquiry into the transactions alluded to in 
his report; and that, if he is of opinion his own inquiries will thereby be 
facilitated, he should open a communication witli that gentleman. 


Poona, 

7th September 1837. 


(Signed) R. Ghant. 


Minute 
by the Gorerr 
7 Sept. 1837 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated Wlh September 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Mr. Willoughby has just delivered to me five packets of papers, endorsed, 
in the handwriting of Mr. Wathen, with the words Raojee Kotences; and also, 
in that of Mr. Willoughby, with short notices, signed by that oHieer, of the 
hours on which they were received this day, the 11th of September. These 
are evidently the pa])ers referred to in Mr. Wathen’s inemoraudum of the 8th 
instant. 

The seals of four of these packets arc unbroken. That of the fifth, in¬ 
dorsed “ Raojee Kotences,—Papers, Ac. &c.,” is broken, and is stated by 
Mr. Willoughby to have been in its present state wheti delivered to him. 
This packet 1 have myself sealed with my own seal, without disturbing its 
contents ; the other seals I have not broken. 

I now deliver these five packets personally to Mr. Willoughby, and re¬ 
quest that he wall have the goodness to forward them in their present state to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, together with a copy of the memorandum of Mr. 
Wathen already mentioned, and that he will, at the same time, request 
Colonel Ovans so to keep these jiapers, as to afford a proof of their continued 
custody, with a view to their being identified whenever this may be required. 

Colonel Ovans shoidd further be requested to examine these documents, 
and report on tliem without delay, furnishing Govcirnment with translations 
of such of them as appear to relate to the transactions now under iinjuiry at 
Sattara. ' 

I conclude, as a matter of course, that the principal Collector of Poona, to 
whose custody Raojee has been committed, will be careful to prevent any 
person from communicating with the prisoner until he is delivered over to the 
custody of Colonel Ovans at Sattara. By way of caution, however, Mr. 
Willoughby may as well give Mr. Mills an intimation to that effect. • 

Government are obliged to the Chief Secretary for his successful manage¬ 
ment of the apprehension of this person. Captain Shortt’s exertions in 
executing the service should be approved. 

The whole of these proceedings should be reported to the Government of 
India. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 




11th September 1837 
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SATTARA MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

c FAFI^S. 

i —• Dated I4th September 1838. 

Minute 

. (Concurred in by the Board.} 

I expected, in consequence of what I heard privately, that an excuse would 
be made for not delivering up this person. 

The Chief Secretary’s information brings home the untruth of the excuse tO' 
the Hubshec. 

I think the minute of the 5th of September should be acted upon. The 
Chief Secretary will be good enough to draft a letter from me to the Hubshee, 
requesting him to send the person required to the Collector at Tanna; and 
should the request be conq»]ied with, the Collector will send a respectable, 
officer, on whom he can perfectly depend, to accompany the person to Poona, 
where he will be delivered up to Mr. Mills, who should be instructed to 
forward him, in the company of a confidential officer, to Colonel Ovans, at 
Sattara. 

(Signed) R. Gkant, 

J. Keane, 

14th September 1837. J. Parish. 


( Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

;fby die Governor, 

; Ifi Sept. 1837. Dated IGih September 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

In reference to the Chief Secretary's eiglitli paragraph, 1 would observe 
that I never saw what lie describe.s as the outer covers of the packets in 
question, but Mr. Willoughby told me they were all .scaled and firm. 

No further CAplanation seems necessary. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

15th September 1837. 


) Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

iy the Governor, 

j; 18 Sept. 1837. Dated 1 Sth September 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Orders to be issued accordingly through the Military Department, care 
being taken to order the relief merely as a matter of course, and not so as to 
excite alarm or attention. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

18th September 1837. _ J. Parish. 


# Minute . ^ MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

by tlie Governor 

J 20 Sept. 1837. 20th Scptcmhcr \^Z1. 

-A 

1. The letter from the Government of India of the 7th ultimo undoubtedly 
places this Government in an embarrassing position. 

2. The meaning of the second paragraph does not seem tome quite clear. It 
may mean absolutely that the (governor General in Council doubts whether 
the Raja of Sattara ought not to be permitted to avail himself of the aid of 
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European gentlemen in preparing his defence, or the doubt may be confined SATTABA 
to the single point whether the denial of this privilege to the Raja can be PAPERS, 
rested on the fifth article of the Treaty of Sattara. MhHITte 

3. I am afraid, however, that the paragraph is to be understood in the 
former sense; and whether it is or not, the actual application of Dr. Milne to 
us to be allowed to proceed to Sattara obliges us to determine whether the 
privilege is to be conceded to the Raja or not. I have no hesitation in giving 
my opinion in the negative. 

4. It is certainly, under the circumstances, an embarrassing question to 
decide. The Supreme Government, in the letter to Dr. Milne, of which they 
have favoured us with a copy, inform him that they will receive from him any 
representation on Sattara apTairs, provided it be sent through the channel of 
the Bombay Government. This nuist mean, if it means anytiiing to the pur¬ 
pose, that Dr Milne may transmit such representations as the spokesman or 
advocate of the Raja; and that gentleman may, I think, fairly argue, that 
the permission to do this includes that of access to his client, for the purpose 
of preparing the representation lo be transmitted. Vet, in the fourth para¬ 
graph of the letter to us, it is, 1 think, by plain implication left to tliis Govern¬ 
ment to debar Dr. Milne from any intercourse with tlie Raja. In other words, 
we may debar the advocate from any intercourse with his client. 

5. Although it is neither iny duty nor in my pow'er to reconcile tliese appa¬ 
rently oj)posing permissions, I have no doubt that we ought to act on the per¬ 
mission given to ourselves. As at present advi.sed, nothing short of the most 
decisive and imperative order will induce me to rc<!oiiuncnd it to this Govern¬ 
ment to comply with Dr. Milne's application. It is not in our power, I 
believe, to prevent all coinmnnieation between the Sattara Court and Kuro- 
j>cans in Bombay ; but I will never willingly authorize such communication, 
still less when such Eurojreans and servants are pensioners of our own, and 
least of all where they have already stood forth as furious partizans of the 
ruler of Sattara against the British Government. 

6. I am not called upon, nor perhaps have the right, to di.scuss the general 
qiiestion, whether, in the political disputes between the Government of British 
India and the Chiefs and Princes dependent on them, disputes, often involving 
tlie nicest state questions and the gravest jroiitical et)nsc(piences, it is expe¬ 
dient to encourage such Chiefs and Princes to employ the hired advocacy of 
British subjects living under our Government, and even supported by our pay. 

But, were the liberty allowed me, I would, iu terms of the greatest respect, 
yet of the greatest earnestness, implore the Government of India well to weigh 
the nature and magnitude of the conseciuences involved in such a concession 
before the precedent is established. 

7. Once open the door, and there cannot be a doubt that, of the numerous 
Chiefs and Princes alluded to, there is notone who will not sooner [or later] be 
provided with his British agents, attorneys, and advisers, men drawn from among 
those factious, discontented, mischief-making persons, who arc to be found in 
every large community ; men who will thenceforward be intimately mixed up 
in all the most delicate and important discussions betw'cen the IJritish Govern¬ 
ment and their employers ; men whose interest it will be to foment the dis¬ 
putes on which they feed, and who probably will often be glad to avenge 
real or fancied wrongs of their own under the cloalc of their repre.sentative 
character. Every one of these agents will quickly, and almost instinctively, 
form, what iu the instance of Dr, Milne is formed beforehand, a close con¬ 
nexion with the radical press of the Presidencies ; and in what manner that 
alliance will be brought to bear on the questioji at issue any person may 
easily satisfy himself, who will take the trouble of glancing over the infiam- 
matory philippics respecting Sattara affairs with which the jBomhay Gazette 
has been enlightening its readers during the last few. months. 

8. I admit that, in some degree, we are even now exposed to these e vils. 

The proceedings of Dr. Milne and the Gazette prove that wc are. The jiecu- 
liar position of Dr.. Milne, indeed, facilitated.his interference iPt»tho Sattara 
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case, but I deny not that future Dr. Milnes will never be wanting where they 
are required. The efforts of this gentleman, however, and of his coadjutor, 
the Gazette, mischievous as their tendency has been, have been much embar¬ 
rassed by their imperfect acquaintance with the transactions which they 
attempted to influence, and by the presumed necessity of concealment. When 
that necessity no longer exists, and agitators are set free to take an active part 
in such di.scussions, their power of effective and injurious misrepresentation 
will be proportionably increased ; and to what extent the hazards incident to 
our dominion in India will consequently be multiplied it is beyond my ability 
to calculate. 

9. Without reference, however, to the more general considemtions on which 
I have touched, I cannot conceive that the part which Dr. Milne has already 
acted in the Sattara affairs, at all strengthens his claim to the agency of which 
be is desirous. The libellous cliaracter of his letter to the Government of 
India of the 19th July ought alone, T should think, to be deemed a conclusive 
objection against his being employed in that capacity. Most imperfectly 
acquainted with our acts, and profoundly ignorant ofour motives and intentions, 
he has yet presumed to state to the Government of India, that the “ Dewan of 
“ the llaja was seized and exposed to every indignity, in the hope of extorting 
“ a confession of the traitorous attempt ascribed to him.” His whole state¬ 
ment, indeed, is a tissue of calumnious misrepresentations, given, be it 
observed, not as tlie Raja’s story, but as his own. 

10. With respect to the caution which, in the concluding paragrapli of Mr. 
Secretary Macnaghten’s letter to Dr. Milne, is bestowed on that gentleman, 
I must with deference say, that it appears to luc hardly consistent with the 
permission of agency implicitly conceded to him in the first paragraph , but, 
at all events, the caution comes too late. The writer of the letter to which 
Mr. Macnaghten’s was replying, might possibly not be an agent of the Sattara 
Raja, but his determiucil and devoted jiartizanship transpires in every line. 

11. Before I quit this topic, I cannot but express my surprise and concern 
that the Government of India should have thought lit to answer Dr. iMilue's 
letter without reference to this Government. Its libellous character would 
alone, I should have thought, have suggested this cour.se of procedure, even if 
the Supreme Government did not deem it exjiedient to learn our opinion of 
the applic.ation before they committed themselves to a comjiliance. 

12. (^n the contents of Dr. Milne's letter T will,*in the sequel, offer another 
remark or two, but I now pass to other topics. I entirely subscribe to the 
opinion offered at the conclusion of Mr. Macnaghten’s fourth paragraiih. The 
Raja has already been told to the effect suggested ; but 1 think the inti¬ 
mation should now be repeated in a letter from myself, the opportunity being 
taken of re])lying to a letter which he addressed to me about the time when 
Colonel Ovaus was .sent to Sattara. 

13. 1 think also that (’olonel Ovans should be instructed to prepare a 
complete statement of the case which has been established again.st the-Raja, 
in order that, when his inquiries arc concluded, it may be furnished to his 
Highness for any such explanation or answer as he may choose to oft'er. If the 
Raja denies*the statements, he should be confronted with the witnesses; but, in 
this case, the Acting Resident must adopt the most eft’ective measures for 
their protection. 

14. With reference to the sixth paragraph of the letter from the Government 
of India, they should be informed that we have grounds for believing that the 
inquiries now in progress at Sattara will soon be concluded, but that it is 
impossible for us to state with certainty the exact period of their termination. 
A copy of their letter, with its enclosures, should immediately be sent to the 
Acting Resident, not only that he may become aware of the wish of the 
Government of India, but also that he may submit any remarks which may 
occur to him on Dr, Milne’s representation to that authority. 


^ SATTARA 
PAPER'S. 

■"' Minute 
f'by the Governor, 
*0 Sept. 1837. 
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16. In referring the Government of India to our recent despatches, forwardg^g 
copies of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s various communications, we may state 
our conviction that they will have satisfied the Supreme Government that the 
period which these inquiries have occupied has not been ill-bestowed. 

16. In the first instance, the Raja’s designs appeared almost incredible, from 
the inadequacy of the means which had apparently been resorted to for carry¬ 
ing them into effect. The conspiracy has now, however, been developed, and 
has assumed a systematic, connected, and credible form. It has been traced 
to Joudpore, to Goa, to the Nizam’s country, to the Southern Jagheerdars, 
to the Seedhee Chief of Jinjecrah, and through him to Arbusthan or Arabia; 
for it appears to have been part of the Raja’s plan to obtain through the Hub- 
shec a body of Arabs from the latter country. It is true that some of these 
plots require further elucidation; but I think there can be little doubt that the 
Raja has maintained a traitorous intercourse of some kind, either directly or 
indirectly, with all the places above-mentioned; and when the proper period 
arrives for publicly disclosing the accumulated proofs of his guilt, they will 
now be sufficiently strong to satisfy the most sceptical mind. With respect to 
the Raja's intrigues with Goa, it is to be observed, that we must not judge of 
his conduct by what we ourselves know of the ability, or otherwise, on the 
part of the Government to fulfil the promises on which his Highness relied. 
This part of the ])lot has been most wonderfully corroborated by mere acci¬ 
dent at Rutnagherry; and if his Highness’s ignorance and credulity misled 
him to believe that the Portuguese Authorities could furnish him filty batta¬ 
lions, his having embarked in the insane projects of which he is accused is 
rendered the more probable and worthy of belief. 

IG A. I shall conclude with the few remarks which I have already promised 
on Dr. Milne's letter to the Government of India. In the first place, it 
alludes to a previous letter of the 8th May, and 1 think we should request to 
be furnished with a copy of that cotmnunication. 

17. In the second place, I am told and believe Dr. Milne’s communication 
of the 19th ultimo goes far to identify the writer, by internal evidence, with 
the author of several libtdlous letters which have appeared in the Homhen/ Ga¬ 
zette. 1 am myself a rare reader of newspa|^crs; but I should be much obliged 
if tile Political Secretary would take the trouble to collect some of the notices 
of Sattara affiiirs which have appeared in the paper just mentioned, with a 
view to establish the identity^ of the two libellers. 

18. On Dr. Milne’s account of the mode in which I noticed his application 
to proceed to Sattara, I will offer to the Hoard a supplemental minute. I do 
not believe Dr. Milne’s to lu; an accurate account of what ])asse<l; but the 
chief misrepresentation consists in this, that he states as my de/imtivc answer 
to his application that which was avowedly not sucli, and omits to mention 
that the only auswer, properly so called, which he received, was a distinct and 
unqualified negative. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

20th September 1837._ 


SUPPLEMENTAL MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 20/A Sejitembcr 18.37. 

At a public breakfast at Parell, Mr. Macdonald, the editor of the Bombay 
Gazette, appeared, and after breakfast, coming up to me after I had Spoken 
with several other gentlemen, said that he had been deputed by Dr. Milne, 
who had been prevented from coming himself, to inform me that they (Dr. 
Milne and Mr. Macdonald) were proceeding, 1 think on some speculation nf a 
t-ommercial or Ergricultural kind, into the Southern Mahratta country, and were 
desirous of*being allowed to visit the Raja of Sattara, who had expressed his 
wish to be aided by Dr. Milne in preparing some sort of defence of his con¬ 
duct. 

2 E In 
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Jfn answer, while I spoke civilly of Dr. Milne and his intentions (for I.then 
thought far more favourably of both than I now do), I decidedly declined 
answering the application at the moment, but promised that I would send Dr. 
Milne an answer. 

I also recollect saying that the Sattara discussions, whatever might be their 
nature, being of a political kind, and carried on under the directions of the 
Supreme Government, that Government might object to such a proposition, 
even if we consented ; or something to that effect. 

I have no recollection of having said that advantage might be derived from 
Dr. Milne going to Sattara. My belief is that 1 did not say so without qua¬ 
lification, if I said it at all; but the material point is this ; that whatever I 
said was carefully guarded by the notice already mentioned, that I spoke only 
offhand, and would send an aniswer after consideration. 

Accordingly, a day or two aftei wards, my private Secretary called on Dr. 
Milne, and in my name told him, without reserve or qualification, that he 
would not be yjo'initted to set; the Raja. 

(Signed) R. Guant. 

20th September 1837. 


Minute 

by the Governor, 
20 Sept. 18S7. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 


Dated 20/A Septetaher 1837. 


(Concurred in by the Honourable Board.) 

I conceive, we ought immediately to apjtly to the Goa Government direct 
to give up the persons herein mentioned, naming thorn. 

Mr. Spooiter should be rc(|uested to e.vainino further the men already ap- 
prelunided by the Waive Authorities, as to what power or chiefs was or were 
intended by tbern, when they stated that the Sirilars above the Ghauts in¬ 
tended to ri.se again.st the British Government. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

20th September 1837. 


Minute 

. by the Governor. 
? 22 Sept. 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR. 

Dated 22d Scplonber 1837. 

The proceedings reported in Lieutenant-Colonel Ovaus’s despatch of the 
Gth instant, may, 1 think, be apjtrovcd. 

2. There can be no doubt that sufficient evidence has been elicited against 
Bulwunt Row Chitmveos, to justify our acceding to the .suggestion that he be 
removed to Voona, and there detained a state prisoner till further orders. The 
reasons of e.xpedicncy, also, for this measure, stated in Colonel Ovans’s eighth 
paragraph, are e-vlrernely strong. I cannot, howt;ver, conceal from myself the 
responsibility which must attach to such a proceeding, and have felt a good 
deal of hesitation as to the propriety of arlopting it. 


3. The encouragement w'hich the Govcrurncnt of India have thought proper 
to give to the Milne and Macdonald party, to set up as the advocates of the 
Raja, has alreadj^ produced a most injurious effect on Colonel Ovans’s pro- 
ewdings. The Raja and his friends are in high spirits, and the progress of 
disclosure is proportionally checked ; the difficulties, therefore, of an inquiry, 
which already was difficult enough, are much enhanced. The able and iude- 
fatigfible officer who i.s charged with the conduct of it has coped pretty 
sucee,ssfully with the dark intrigues of a Mahratta Court; but if he is also 
fi to be opposed by the special pleading and bold misrepresentation«of lawyei’s 
and idiilanthropists from Bombay, I fear that he will find himself “ hardly 
matciied.” 


4. I was 



lor' 

4. 1 was, therefore, in the first instance, greatly disposed to advise a fomna! 
suspension of the inquiry till we could prevail on the Supreme Government 

to rectify what, speaking with all deference, I must consider as the mistaken Minute 
step which they have adopted; or, as our alternative in the event of their bytheGoTem 

refusing to retract that step, to terminate the inquiry, and to leave them to 22 Sept. 188*. 

dispose of the case on the evidence already recorded. 

5. On further consideration, however, I have come to the conclusion, that 
such a course would neither be just to ourselves, nor to the Acting Resident, 
nor to the cause committed to us. Pending the reference which we should 
make to the Supreme Government, the partisans of the Raja, animated to 
tenfold hope, and cxcrtk.n by the very circumstance of our apparent dejection 
and discomfiture, would put in I'orce all the means of intrigue and corruption 
to nullify our past exertions. Not only would further disclosures be pre* 
vented, but perhaps even tho.se already made might be retracted, and much 
of what has already been done be thrown away. 

(). f)n these grounds, I cannot hesitate to recommend to the Board what 

may appear a bolder, but what, in fact, is a far safer course of policy. We 

have no cause to believe that any of our past proceedings have been disap¬ 
proved by the Supreme (lovermnent. In their letter of the 7th August, 
on which 1 entered a minute yesterday, I admit that they speak in the 
language of doubt, or even objeetiou, in reference to the length to which the 
inquiry had extended; but at that time they had heard nothing as to its 
nature, or as to the transactions which it has brought to light. Assuming, 
therefore, which we have a right to tlo, that our proceedings hitherto have 
been correct, I conceive that it is oiir duty to go steadily forward. In other 
words, the Chitnaveos should be disposed of as Colonel Ovans recommends. 

7. If the Board agree with me, the Acting Resident should be instructed 
accordingly. The mode of jnoeedure should be conformable to that which 
was jnirsued in the ease, of the Dewan. 

S. The nieasure which Colonel Ovans adopted against Dinkut Rao Mohitcy, 
as reported in his ninth jKiragiaph, inaj' be ajjprovcd ; and those which, in 
the tvvo following paragraphs, he nieditales against Babajec I’uraskur and 
Chintoo Pimt Bhutley should, I think, be sanctioned. 

y. The question as to Balia Sahib Senaputtcc, which Colonel Ovans dis¬ 
cusses in his twelfth and lour following paragraphs, is, in my opinion, far 
more doubtful. He is the near relation of the Raja, and suppo.sing the Raja 
and the Raja's brother sot aside, the proper representative of the family. The 
demand for liiin would probablj' be resisted; and, in that case, by preferring 
it, we should bring on a crisis whicli, at the present moment of all others, 
siiouid if possible be po.stponed. Besides this, from the situation of the Sana- 
puttec, and the probable consequences to him of the inqui.ry, he may be 
considered as one of the principal subjects of it, aud I therefore feel extremely 
doubtful whether ho ought to be examined as a witness. 

10. I propose, thevefjre, to inform Colonel Ovans that, for the reasons 
above-mentioned, we deem it expedient that the imtasures which he proposes 
to adopt regarding the Seiiaputtee should, for the present at least, be 
delayed. 

11. The evidence of Dajeeba .lossce (IS'o. 1) is of considerable importance, 
because, from his situation as Dufturdar, he must have had good opportunity of 
knowing the intrigues, to the e.xistence of which he bears witness. His idea 
of the motives on which the Raja's treacherous and treasonable conduct 
originated exactly agrees with that of the Dewan, as well as with ‘what I 
i!ave heard from various other sources, aud is, 1 doubt not, perfectly correct. 

Captain Grant Duft’, when relating the accession of the Raja, observes that the 
society shewed little gratitude for the favour bestowed on them, and [I] firmly , 
believe that, ftom the very first, the Raja, inflated by the notion of his illus¬ 
trious connection as giving him a riglit to the sceptre of the whole Mahratta 
empire, has thought liimself rather degraded than honoured by being endowed 

' with a limited territory and placed on a vassal throne. 

.^ *12, Colonel 
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12. Colonel Ovans’s Statements 2 and 3, may, I think, be sent to the 
Resident at Hyderabad, though the information contained in them is not very 
distinct. 

13. Copies of this communication from Colonel Ovans, and of our reply to 
it, should be forwarded to the Government of India. I should also be apt 
to propose, that notice of them be added to the summary which we are about 
to send home by the Alalanta ; but this, I fear, is impracticable, her depar¬ 
ture taking place so immediately. 

(Signed) • R. Grant, 

22d September 1837. J. Kkane. 


MINUTE BY MR. .TAMES FARISH, 

Dated Tld Sqitcmbcr 1837. 

1 think the course proposed in the sixth paragraph of this minute the best 
that can be followed, and I entirely concur in the measures proposed by the 
Right Honourable the Governor. 

(Signed) J. Fakish. 

22d Sejjtember 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE COM.MANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

Dated '22d Sejtlembcr 1837. 

I cannot find words sufficiently strong to express my cordial concurrence 
in the sentiments here recorded by the Right Honourable the Governor, and 
my belief that the permission sought by l)r. Milne (whose character is well 
known to us) to conl'er personally with the Raja of Sattara, and to become 
his advocate in making representations to the Supreme Government, if 
acquiesced in, would be attended with the most pernicious effect, not only in 
the instance under consideration, but as an example to other Native Princes, 
it being clear tliat the information would spiead from one Native Court to 
another, and all kinds of constructions would be put upon it. Dr. Milne 
would, as a matter of course, be assisted by the person with whom he has 
formed so close an alliance^ namely, Mr. Macdonald, the Editor of the 
Bombay Gazette, an individual brought u|» as a Writer (so called in his native 
country, Scotland), sigmlying, what in England is termed, Attorney. 

I have myself already received, in a private manner, strong and undoubted 
proof that the answer which has been addressed to Dr. Milne by order of the 
Supreme Government, and which he lost no time in communicating to the 
Raja of Sattara, has had an extraordinary effect in paralyzing the efforts of the 
Acting Resident to carry on the investigation in which he is engaged, and 
which he was probably near bringing to a conclusion. 

Under every view of the case, I think we are bound to refuse our consent 
to Dr. Milne’s having personal intercourse with the Raja of Sattara until our 
sentiments are known to the Supreme Government. 

(Signed) John Keane. 

22d September 1837. 
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MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 

Dated 22d September 1837. 

I trust the light in which the proposed advocacy of Dr. Milne is placed by 
the forcible and clear exposure in the Right Honourable Governor’s minute, 
of its immediate consequences, and of the inevitable prospective tendency of 
such influence, if spread extensively, as it eventually must be, on our political 
connexions,, will induce the Government of India to approve of the refusal to 
permit Dr. Milne to proceed to Sattara. 

I entirely concur in the views and measures proposed in the Governor’s 
minute of the 20th instant. 

(Signed) J. Faiiish. 

22d September 1837. _ 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, Minute 

by the Govemo 

Dated mtk September 1837. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

I think the Chief Secretary should be rccpicsted to communicate confi¬ 
dentially the information ctmtained in this letter to Major Wilson, the otficer 
commanding the 23d Regiment of Native Infantry, and to ijistruct that officer 
to endeavour quietly to ascertain whether any attempts have been made to 
bribe the Native officers to retract their evidence. 

I am of opinion that the Native officers should neither seek nor avoid over¬ 
tures of the kind alluded to by the Acting Resident; but, if made, they will, 

I cannot doubt, after ascertaining the nature of the offers, reveal them to 
Major Wilson, 

One thing is quite certain, the large remittance made from Sattara to Bom¬ 
bay has not been made for any good purpose. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

.1. Fakisu. 

F.S.—The Chief Secretary will be good enough to sec what can be made 
of the Persian fac-simile. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

20th September 1837. J. Farisu. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, Minute 

by the Governor, 

Dated 30<A September 1837. 30 Sept. 1837. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

I request the Secretary with me will forward copy of this letter to Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel Ovans, and request that officer to issue such instructions to Mr. 

Spooner, on the subject of Balcoba Yotia, as he may deem expedient. 

He will also acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Spooner’s letter, and’ direct 
him to act agreeably to the Acting Resident’s instructions. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

30th September 1837. J. Parish. 
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MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH. 


(Concurred in by His Excellency Sir J. Keane.) 


I quite concur in the above. 


(Signed) J. Parish, 
J. Keane. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 2d October 1837. 

riic apprehension of Balcoba Yotia i.s very satisfactory. 

The conduct of Ballasam Chuprassee appears suspicious, and requires 
explanation. 

Cojty of the letter should be sent to the Acting Resident .with the above 
remark. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans should be requested to issue such instructions to 
Mr. Spooner, relative to the disposal of the prisoner, as he may think fit, and 
Mr. Spooner be directed to attend to the .same. 

i\lr. Spooner should also be directed to send to Government Balcoba’s exa¬ 
mination regarding the Bailee gang. 

I request Mr. Willoughby will be good enough to act (Ui this minute. 

(Signed) U. Grant. 

2d October 18.37. 


Minute 

1 by the (jovemor, 
i 2 Oct, 1837. 


1 
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' Minute by MINUTE BY MR. .lAMES PARISH, 

%lr. Juines Parish, 

^ 3 t>ct. 1837. Dated 3d October 1837. 

The Sattara affair appears, I venture to submit, to have now been as com- 
i pletely developed as it is likely to be, and that every day’s delay is now 

giving opportunity to practise on the evidence which Government have ob- 
!: tained ; would it not, therefore, be desirable to instruct Colonel Ovans to 

prepare, with the least delaj’ practicable, a complete report on the whole of 
■j the evidence ; in short, to frame a case,supported by the evidence on which 

the decision of the Government of India may be passed, after learning the 
I defence the Raja may make to the statement of facts which will be submitted 

!. to him. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

3d October 1837. 


Minute 

by the Governor, 
& Oet. 1SS7. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated October 1837. 


(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

1. Colonel Ovans’s letter and enclosures of the 27th ultimo should be imme¬ 
diately transmitted to the Goverament of India : it strongly corroborates the 
views we have already submitted to that authority, regarding the inexpediency 
of permitting Dr. Milne to act as the Raja’s advocate. 

2; In the third paragraph the Acting Resident most completely refutes one 
of Ur. Milne’s assumptions, namely, that Colonel Lodwick was impresssed 
with the conviction of the Raja’s innocence. Much more might be said on 
this subjec.'l; but I shall jmrpo.sely abstain from prolonging a controversy on a 
point whi^h. I regret to state, admits of no doubt. 


3. The 
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3. The explanation regarding the person, named Bhon Seleh, alluded to 
in Dr. Milne’s communication to the Government of India, appears to me to 
be quite satisfectory. This man volunteered to put I^ieutenant Durrack in 
possession of treasonable documents, and the proceedings of that officer, in 
consequence, were, in my opinion, altogether unexceptionable. 

4. The particular attention of the Government of India should be requested 
to tlie sixth and following paragraphs of Colonel Ovans’s letter; they should 
also be especially referred to the documents marked Nos. 2 and 3, accom¬ 
panying the despatch. 

5. It appears that, on the 26th June, Dr. Milne wrote as follows to Juggo- 
nath Sunkerseth, Esq.: “ You will be rejoiced to learn, and I am happy to 
“ inform you, that the orders from Bengal, in regard to the Raja of Sattara’s 
“ concerns, have been most perfect; for not only, as you know, was the Resi- 
“dent ordered to be immediately removed, but the Minister also liberated 

without inquiry, and that the Raja should be requested to state whatever 
“ wishes be had, and all grievances of which he bad to complain. This is 
“ acting like a British Government.” 

0. The letter from wl)ich the above is extracted was immediately sent to 
Sattara. There is not one particle of truth in what it contains; and from this 
specimen of Dr. Milne’s veracity, or at least of his accuracy, the Government 
of India will be able to decide what weight can be given to any representa¬ 
tions received from the same quarter. 

7. The letter from the Raja’s agent in Bombay, named Rungoba, is also, I 
conceive, deserving of the attention of the Authorities at Calcutta. 

(Signed) R. Guant, 

4th October 1837. J. Parish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated Ath October 1837. 

I request the Secretary with me will forward copy of Dr. Milne’s letter and 
enclosures to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, and the originals to Calcutta. 

(Signed) R. Graxt. 

4th October 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated Ath October 1837. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans has already been desired to bring his inquiries to 
a termination with all practicable expedition. I happen to know, also, that he 
is preparing a general report. 

The call, therefore, suggested by Mr. Parish, which is otherwise very 
proper, had better, perhaps, be suspended till the inquiry is actually com¬ 
pleted. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

4th October 1837. J. Parish. 
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Minute 
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Minute 
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4 Oct. 1837. , 
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MINUTES OF THE 


SATTARA MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

PAPJBR8 

Dated 9th October 1837. 

Minute 

**V^cM837°'^' (Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

This memorandum contains some useful information, and I request the 
Chief Secretary .will endeavour to obtain further intelligence regarding Syud 
Meer’s proceedings. 

This account of him should be communicated to the Secret Committee. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 
9th October 1837. J. Parish. 


Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Tty the Governor, 

(without date). Without Date. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

As some of the papers connected with this subject have been sent to the 
Government of India, those that have not yet been sent should also be for¬ 
warded to complete the series. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Fauish. 


Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

r the Governor, 

12 Oct. 1837. Bated I2th October 1837. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Fari.sh.) 

1. 1 believe instructions have already been issued that Moropunt Josee 
should be sent to Sattura. 

2. The documents with this letter appear of great consequence. 

3. I request that literal translations of them may be immediately made and 
returned with this letter. 

4. I will then request the Secretary with me to forward copies to Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel Ovans and the Government of India. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

12th October 1837. J. Parish. 


f Minute 
the Governor, 
i 17 Oct. 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated 11 th October 1837. 


I request Mr. Willoughby will now act on the last paragraph of my minute 
of the 12th instant. 


(Signed) R. Grant. 


17th October 1837. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated V7th October 1837 . 

1. I request the Secretary in attendance will forward copy of this commu¬ 
nication to the Government of India, with reference to the letter from Dr. 
Milne on which it comments. 

2. It should be observed, that Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans has refuted, in a 
most satisfactory manner, the aspersions which Dr. Milne has presumed to cast 
on the 23d Regiment of Native Infantry, one of the finest and best behaved 
corps of the army of this Presidency. 

3. The Government of India will not fail to observe, that the document on 
which Dr. Milne relies, as supporting his charge against the 23d Regiment, 
was merely a notice given to the Sattara Government not to give the regi¬ 
ment credit in the town of Sattara, to avoid disputes, in conformity with a cus¬ 
tom prevailing in all military bazars. 

4. In addition to what is stated in the sixth paragraph regarding the witness 
Kooshra, the Government of India may be referred to the Commission’s pro¬ 
ceedings for information regarding the very peculiar circumstances under 
which this man’s evidence was obtained. He did not come forward volun¬ 
tarily, but having accidentally accompanied his master when he proceeded to 
the Residency, he was recognized by the Soobadars as having been present 
during their interview with the Dewan, and was thus constrained to confess 
the fact. 

.*>. 1 concur in the Acting Resident’s remarks in the seventh and eighth para¬ 
graphs, and must again repeat my conviction that it is highly inexpedient to 
permit a man in Dr. Milne’s situation to interfere in a case of this kind. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

17th October 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated \'7th October 1837. 

I request the Secretary in attendance will send copies of this letter and en¬ 
closures to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, and then forward the original to the 
Government of India. Dr. Milne is very much mistaken if he thinks he can 
shake the case against the Raja by depositions like those submitted in this 
and his former communications. 

* * (Signed) R. Grant. 

17th October 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR. 

Without Date. 

I 

(Subscribed to by Mr. -James Parish.) 

Copy of this letter and enclosure should be sent to the Government of India, 
in|reference to Dr. Milne’s letter of the 12th ultimo, already forwarded to that 
authority. 

(Signed) R. Gbant, 

J. Faeish. 


2G 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 


Minute 

by the Governor, 
19 Oct. 1S37. 


Dated 19th October 1837. 
(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 


^I think the Chief Secretary may spare himself the trouble of trying to make 
out the fac-simile, as I believe it would be thrown away. 

In consequence of the, to me surprising, letter from the Government of 
India, dated the 2d instant, on Sattara aifairs, I think we had better suspend 
sending any further papers connected with those affairs to that Government, 
till we can consider a little the position in which we are placed by the letter 
in question. 

This docs not apply to letters which ought to have been sent before, and 
were omitted by accident. 

(Signed) R. Guant, 

1.9th October 1837. J. Parish. 


■ Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

by the Govemer, 

19 Oct. 1837. Dated mh October 1837. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

A copy of this letter should immediately (and if it posaibly can by this day’s 
post) be sent to the Acting Resident at Sattara for his remarks. The best 
answer would, perhaps, be a digest of, and report on the whole of the evidence 
which Colonel Ovans has taken on the Sattara case; but this must be left to 
his own judgment. 

1 think the above suggested communication for Colonel Ovans had better 
be sent open, through Mr. Willoughby, for that officer’s information on mat¬ 
ters to which he has paid very great attention. It will lose no time by going 
to him, and he may, if he pleases, forward it to Colonel Ovans by express. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

19th October 1837. J. Parish. 


Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

by tlif (lovemor, 

28 Oct. 1837. Dated 28lA October 1837. 

I request the Secretary in attendance will transmit copy of this letter to 
the Government of India. 

i (Signed) R. Grawt. 

28th October 1837. 


Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR. 

by the Onvemor, _ „ 

.30 Oct. 1837. ^ Dated 301/t October 1837. 

1 request the Secretary in attendance will forward copy of Dr. Milne’s 
letter and enclosures to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, and inform that officer 
that, as it relates to, and animadverts on his proceedings at Sattara, it will not 
be forwarded until Government receive such observations and explanations as 
he may have to offer. 

* (Signed) R. Grant. 


30th October 1837. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 30th October 1837. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Farish.) 

1. I have perused, with equal surprise and regret, the letter from tlie 
Government of India dated the 2d instant; for I conceive that, if the course 
suggested in the concluding,paragraph be pursued, the credit of the British 
Government will be seriously impaired. 

2. I think that letter should now be simply acknowledged, and the 
Government of India informed that we deemed it expedient to communicate 
their sentiments to the Acting Resident at Sattara. Copy of our letter to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, and of that officer’s reply of the 23d instant, 
should, at the same time, be submitted for the information of the Governor- 
General of India in Council. 

3. In reference to the latter communication, the Government of India 
should be earnestly intreated to suspend their judgment on the Sattara case, 
until the reports therein alluded to are received, the Acting Resident’s inves¬ 
tigation having, according to his report, been nearly brought to a conclusion. 

4. The Government of India should be further informed, that, in submitting 
these reports, we propose to communicate our sentiments on the case gene¬ 
rally as It now stands, and such observations as occur to us on their letter of 
the 2d instant. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

30th October 1837. J. Farish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 7th November 1837. 

I think copy of this letter should be immediately sent to the Acting Resi¬ 
dent at Sattara, with orders to act, as far as practicable, in conformity with 
the wishes of the Government of India; namely, to bring inquiries already 
commenced to an early conclusion, and to abstain from further inquiries of a 
collateral nature. 

On this letter I reserve to myself the liberty of future remark. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

7th November 1837. J. Parish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated Hth November 1337. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Farish.) 

This letter, and the one from Dr. Milne to which it is a reply, and in my 
mind a most satisfactory one, should be forwarded to the Government of 
India. 

Although we have given a strong opinion against Dr. Milne being pefmittcd 
to interfere in this matter, I think we ought to request tlie attentive consider¬ 
ation of the Government of India to thg just and forcible remarks of the Acting 
Resident on the same subject, and to the misstatements contained in Dr. 
Milne’s communications. • 

(Signed) . R. Grant, 

J. Farish. 
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Minute ' 

by the Governor^ 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Witkout Date. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

Dr. Milne’s letter, and this plain and manly reply from Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans, should row be forwarded to the Government of India. 

Dr. Milne’s various letters should be simply acknowledged. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Parish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 9<A December 1837. 

(Subscribed toby Mr. James Parish.) 

1. The information contained in Mr. Dunlop’s letter of the 29th ultimo, and 
the documents accompanying it, will be found to corroborate, in a very 
remarkable manner, the evidence forwarded with a report received from the 
Acting Resident at Sattara on the intrigues of the Raja of Sattara with the 
Authorities at Goa, which is now under my consideration, and which I shall 
shortly submit to the Board, with such observations as occur to me. 

2. Copy of this communication should be immediately sent to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans for any remarks he may wish to offer; and when that officer’s 
report is forwarded to the Government of India, Mr. Dunlop’s should accom¬ 
pany it. 

3. Mr. Dunlop should be requested to inform Shunkersliw'ur Shuntecn 
Bbartee, that the intrigues of his predecessor have been detected, and that the 
only way in which he can expect to avert the penalties of such conduct is, by 
affording Government every information in his power, and by furnishing us 
with all the documents in his possession, or within his reach, calculated to 
throw light on these proceedings. 

4. In particular, Mr. Dunlop should be informed that Government deem 
it of great importance to obtain easy possession of the “ original Ihylec from 
“ the Raja of Sattara to the address of a Portuguese who is said to have left the 
" country before it was delivered.” It may aid Mr. Dunlop’s inquiries if he 
is informed that the Raja’s correspondence is believed to have been carried on 
with Don Manoel de I^ortugal e Castro, Viceroy of Goa, and that the doctor 
he alludes to as having been one of the agents on the occasion, though called 
Irhool, was one Herculano. 

6. Mr. Dunlop may be further informed that Government expect to derive 
information of importance on this subject from the zeal and intelligence of 
Ram Row Akhbamavees. 

6. I cannot quite excuse Chintamun Row’s conduct, as reported in the 
seventh paragraph, for it is clearly his duty to have communicated to the Political 
Agent the •reports which had reached him regarding Swamce’s proceedings. 
I trust he will now make up for this neglect by aiding Government in deve¬ 
loping the truth. I think considerable light may be thrown on these trans¬ 
actions by our obtaining copies of Chintamun Row’s letter to the Sw'amee 
and lo the Raja, alluded to in the seventh paragraph of Mr. Dunlop’s letter. 
He should be informed accordingly, and the Political Agent ^ould be 
requested to confer with the Chief in person, in preference to resorting to toy 
intermediate agency. 

7. The Political Agent should finally be informed, that Government await 
with sofee anxiety the result of his further inquiries, and, as previously 
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directed, request that he will not avail himself of the conditional leave granted 
to him to visit Bombay until bis inquiries have been fully completed. 

8. The native documents should be sent to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans 
in original (copies being retained here), as he may very probably be able to 
ascertain who wrote them. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

9th December 1837. 


SATTABA 

PAPERS. 


Minute 

by the Governor- 
9 Dec. 18S7. ' 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated 2d February 1838. 


Minute 

by the Governor, 
2 Peb. 1838. 


(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

1. The documents accompanying Mr. Dunlop’s letter of the 15th instant 
strongly corroborate Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s report, respecting the Raja of 
Sattara’s communications with Goa. 


2. I shall hereafter have occasion to offer some observations on this com¬ 
munication, in connexion with the report alluded to; and, in the mean time, 
I have only to propose, that copy of it, and of Mr. Dunlop’s letter of the 6th, 
should be sent to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, and the Native documents in 
original, for any remarks he may have to offer, and in the expectation that the 
N ative documents may be identified by some of the persons at Sattara engaged 
in the.se proceedings. 

3. The orders of the Government of India are, I think, a bar to our insti¬ 
tuting the inquiries which the documents obtained by Mr, Dunlop naturally 
•suggest; but that gentleman's proceedings may be entirely approved, and he 
may be instructed to use every exertion to obtain possession of the other docu¬ 
ments alluded to in his letter, but more especially the alleged treaty between 
Don Manoel and the Raja of Sattara. 

4. I shall hereafter notice the important fact of the formal inquiry at Sattara, 
and the contingent one at Dharwar, each being conducted by officers quite 
independent of each other, producing similar results, implicating the same 
j)ersons, and eliciting .similar facts. Is it therefore possible that concert or 
collusion can exist? and can the most sceptical refuse to believe that the 
Raj|^ of Sattara really did conceive the mad project of forming a treasonable 
alliance with the Goa Government ? But 1 am anticipating a minute which I 
have under preparation on Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s report on the same 
subject. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

2d February 1838. 


MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 
Dated 3r/ February 1838. 


Minute by 
Mr. James Famh,' 
3 Feb. IbSa 


I entirely concur in the course proposed by the Righff Honourable the 
Governor. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

3d February 1838. 


2H 
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Minute 

’ by the Governor 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Without Date. 

(Sub.scribed to by the Board.) 

Copy of this may be sent to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans. 

A diamond ring is particularly alluded to by several of the witnesses in the 
Goa case. I think the depositions should at once be called for, as they may 
throw further light on the subject; and Mr. Dunlop may be informed that, 
although it is admitted the Swaniee was concerned in these intrigues, it is of 
importance to ascertain in what manner, and to what extent, he was so 
implicated. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated IQth March 1838. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Farish.) 

Copy of this letter and the enclosures in original, with a request that they 
may be returned, should be sent to the Acting Resident at Sattara; with a 
further request that he will offer any remarks which may occur to him on the 
documents obtained by Mr. Dunloj), with as little delay as possible. 

I hope very shortly to be able to submit to the Board my sentiments, 
founded on the information obtained by Messrs. Ovans and Dunlop, regarding 
the intrigues at Sattara. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

10th March 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated lOth March 1838. 

(Concurred in by Mr. James Farish.) 

1. Copy of this letter with the enclosures in original may be .sent to Colonel 
Ovans for his remarks, with a request that the latter may be returned. 

2. The two documents purporting to be from Don Manoel, are evidently 
not original. They appear to be Mahratta translations of letters, but written 
in the Portuguese character. 

3. The substance of No. 2, I am informed, is that the Viceroy had received 
the Raja of Sattara’s letter of the 9th, and perceiving that the Maharaj was in 
the enjoyment of good health, the news had given him great pleasure. It is 
dated 25th January 1831. 

4. The substance of the paper No. 3 is, that the Viceroy had received Swamy 
Bharty’s letter sent by Nago Deorao, as well as the verbal message sent by 
him, and the Viceroy promises to write to the Bharty, as occasion may require. 
It is dated 13th August 1833. 

,/1’he Acting Resident at Sattara may probably obtain some information re- 
spciling them from Raojee Kotenees ; but the documents are, at all events, of 
some value, as clearly proving the cxi.stence of an intrigue with Goa some 
years back. 

G. Mr. Dunlop may have the leave applied for, provided he is of opinion 
that ii is not likely, by remaining, he will be able to obtain further documen- 

tary 
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tary evidence in elucidation of the subject of this letter; and he may be 
reminded, that the treaty alleged to have been entered into between the Raja 
of Sattara and the Viceroy of Goa has not yet been obtained. 


10th Mardh 1838. 


(Signed) R. Graitt. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 23d March 1838. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

There can, 1 think, be no doubt that it is our bounden duty to afford full 
and efficient protection to the persons herein alluded to, and the mode sug¬ 
gested by the Acting Resident in his fourth paragraph seems as little objec¬ 
tionable as any that could be adopted. 

1 sec no objection, either, to a moderate sum being allotted as subsistence to 
the witness Abba Parusnees, pending the termination of our proceedings at 
Sattara. 

I hope to be able, in a very few days, to submit my sentiments on the Goa 
case, which is exceedingly strong against the Raja. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

23d March 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Without Date. ^ 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Tiic removal of these persons to Mahowlee is a good arrangement, as it 
would, under existing circumstances, be difficult to afford them efficient 
protection. 

i think copy of this correspondence should be sent to the Governor General, 
to shew the attempts made to injure the witnesses who have come forward 
against the Raja. 

His Lordship may, at the same time, be informed that a considerable portion 
of the remainder of the Sattara case is in the hands of the copyist, and will be 
forwbrdcd without delay. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

, .(Concurred in by Mr. James Farish) 

Mr. Spooner’s proceedings may be approved. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 


Dated 28th March 1838. 
(Subscribed to by the Board.) 


1. I would propose that the prisoners. No. G, 7, and 8, alluded to in Mr. 
Spooner’s report, be committed for trial, for having conspired togetiher, with 
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Minute 
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Minute 

by the Governor, 
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Minute 

by the Governor. 


Minute 

by the Governor, 
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^^ATTARA other persiSfts, to attack the British factory at Virt^rla/"^ft ;fe |ii^ 
P APER R treasure belonging to the Company there in deposit. 

2. Any other British subject known or suspected of having joined in this 
combination, and similarly circumstanced with Nos. 6, 7, and Should, in 

' like manner, be committed for trial. . " 

3. No. 5, although a British subject, was not apprehended in our territory, 
but was seized and made over to us by the Chieftain of Waree. Mr. Spooner, 
referring to Regulation XI. of 1827. Section 4, is of opinion that he is not 
amenable to our Courts, but I cannot agree with him. If the law now looks 
for this person, it will find him within the Bombay territory, and this I con¬ 
ceive to be sufficient. 

4. The above persons should be tried before the Session Judge of Tanna, 
on his approaching circuit, who may be requested to forward the proceedings 
on the trial to Government, and the Magistrate may be directed, in case the 
prisoners (as I think very likely) are acquitted, not to enlarge them without 
substantial security being exacted from tliem. 

6. Thd subjects of the Waree State charged with being concerned in the 
design to attack Vingorla Factory may be detained at Rutnagheery, until we 
are informed of the result of the trial of our own subjects. 

(Signed) R. Guant. 

28th March 1838. 


Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

f:1>y the Governor, 

5 May 1838. Dated 5th May 1838. 

1. I now proceed to lay before my Colleagues my sentiments, in detail, on 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s report of 11th N ovember, with its copious enclo¬ 
sures, and on his supplementary letters, dated as per margin,* in explanation 
and elucidation of that report. 

2. I regret the delay that has occurred in the execution of this duty, but 
cannot impute it to myself as matter of blame. The Political Secretary 
having undertaken to methodize the voluminous evidence adduced, and to 
prepare separate summaries of the several portions of it applicable to all the 
material fimts of the case, I thought it important to await the completion of 
those summaries, or at least of the greater part of them, before I should sub¬ 
mit my sentiments to the Board. That work Mr. Willoughby has, by dint 
of indefatigable exertion, at length achieved, and the summaries, tv^lve in 
number, which 1 can venture to say are not more clear than they are accurate, 
accompany the present minute. 

3. I should do much less than justice, however, to Mr. Willoughby, if I 
represented the preparation of these summaries as the only service which l^e 
has rendered me on this occasion. On every part of the case I have found his 
aid invaluable, not only in pointing to the information immediately relevant, 
but in imparting his own conclusions and opinions. While I am happy, how¬ 
ever, to pay to the Secretary this tribute, I am bound to add, tliat even from 
him I have taken nothing on trust. I have studied the whole case for myself, 
and that which I am about to offer to the Board is my own independent judg¬ 
ment of its merits. 

4. It would, indeed, ill become me in the discharge of the serious duty to 
which I am called, to assert any fact which I had not carefully verified, to 
deliver any opinion which I had not first well weighed and considered. Of 
all the questions, judicial or political, with which my present office has 
brought me in contact, 1 hold the question respecting the guilt or innocence 

of 


* 5th, 6th, IStb, 15th, add 20th February 1688. 
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of the Raja of Sattara to be decidedly the most important. The magnitude of 
the interests which it involves, and the extent, and in some sense complexity, 
of the evidence on which the adjudication of it must hinge, would alone give 
it a consequence greatly above the ordinary level of our proceedings ; but this 
effect is enhanced by the turn which the discussion has taken, and the very 
peculiar position into which it has brought the Bombay Government. 

. 5. I need not say that, in the earlier stages of the present investigation, 
our proceedings had the good fortune to meet with the entire approval of the 
Government of India. All the information, however, which we could tlien 
collect was derived from but a few sources, and was comparatively scanty, 
and the Government of India exprcs.sod a wish for further information. We 
exerted ourselves to meet that wish ; and in entering on a more extended field 
of inquiry, we were acting, as wo conceived, immediately by the directions 
of that Government, and securely counted on their sanction and countenance. 
The various clues to discovery, tlierefore, wliich the first imiiiiry .suggested, 
were followed out with diligence, and a vast mass of new evidence has been 
elicited ; but no great progre.ss Jiad been made in this work, when the Supreme 
Government was pleased to disapprove of the course we wen- pursning, and to 
e-all on us to tcrminale it at the t;arliest possible moment. To close our })ro- 
ceedings abruptly would liave been fatal to the; reputation, not only of this 
Government, but, as 1 conscientiously l)elieve, of the British power in general, 
for wisdom, firmness, and justice. The responsibilitj^, however, of going for¬ 
ward, even to a limited extent, was heavy and painful. It is asionishing liow 
quickly the opinion gained ground at Sattara, that the Bombay Authoritie.s, 
in the active measures in which they still persi.sted, were seriously compro- 
inisiiig their credit witlr the higher Authorities to wliom they were -accountable. 
Animated by tliis belief, tl*e parties, whose interests the inquiry threatened to 
atfcct adver.selv', madci every attempt to thwart or elude it; anti, rich and un¬ 
scrupulous, they laid in no sintdl degree the means of aecomplishing their 
ubject. Tile jiublie press of Bombay mcauwlnlo rung witli necessarily uucon- 
fradieted declarations against our cruel, op[)ressive, and inquisitorial conduct. 
Tt) attacks like these no powers of language that. I possess can adetjuately 
represent my ])rolbimd inditferciice, .so long as 1 both know them to be unjust, 
and feel myself sutiiciently siipiiorted to be enabled to proceed with a firm 
stt;p in that path which the public interests prescribe. But, unliapjiily, tiiese 
invectives, whitrh, in fact, emanated from well known intrigners at Sattara, 
reacted on the impression -at that ]daec, and aggrav-ated the ditficultics of the 
inquiry in which we were engaged. Thus sitnateil onrselve.s, w-e yet felt it 
our iluty to give no cold or vacillating support'to the able and /.calous officer 
immediately charged with those imjuiries. Through good and evil rejiorl %ve 
have j^ersevered ; have taken it on ourselves to protract, to the latest moment, 
that cessation of operations which had been enjoined ; and thoiigb, even yet, 
some lilies of inquiry remain unpursued, have at length acquired a suftieient 
body of facts, to settle, ns 1 believe, the question at issue. 

0. Under these circumstances, however, it cannot be denied, that.thp cha¬ 
racter of the Bombay Government is almost as dcnqily committed on tlic event, 
of the present discussions as that of tlie ruler of Siittara. We owe it to our¬ 
selves to shew, that we have not acted lightly, or harshly, or crecliiloiisly; 
that, from' first to hast, we have had no obji^ct but ihe discovery of truth, and 
have taken no me-asures but such as that object justified ; that there were gootl 
and rational grounds for the .several inquiries instituted, and tliat those inqui¬ 
ries leave uniformly been prosecuted with judgment, with prndeaee, with all 
practicable dispatch, and with the utmost consideration for the feelings and 
interests of individuals, which could be made to consist with a supreme regard 
to the ends of justice. 

7. By what 1 have just observed, 1 must not be understood to say, that 
1 deem it essential to tire, credit of this Government to prove, that the Raja of 
•Sattara is guilty. All that 1 mean is this, tliat, whether he be" guilty or not, 
we must prove that his acts har e not been subjected to -a minuter or severer 
scrutiny than the interests of truth and of the British Government fully war- 
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ranted and positively required. That wc arc .strong at lea.st to this extent, I 
have no liesitation in affirming ; and when this is made out, tlie vindication of 
the Bombay Authorities will, as 1 conceive, be complete, 

8. I cannot, however, stop here. I am bound to say that, in my opinion, 
the criminality of the Baja is but too well proved. 1 thought so, even on the 
evidence reported to us by the Commissioners in 1836; but the copious addi¬ 
tions that have since been made to that evidence, bring home to his Highness 
a greatly aggravated degree of delinquency. It appears that his character 
has been entirely mistaken, both by the local and the Home-Authorities. We 
esteemed him a grateful, attached, and obedient friend, content with the 
limited but res[)ect.able dignity to which he had been elevated, and anxious 
only for the impioverncnt of the com])act and valuable territory placed uiider 
his charge. It now turns out, that he has for years been the secret, but deter¬ 
mined foe of his acknowledged patrons, eagerly desirous of comprising within 
his po.s.sc.s.sion all the extensive dominions once governed by his ancestors, and 
actively engaged in the most frantic projects for realizing the dreams of his' 
guilty ambition. 

y. In advancing to a more particular e.vamination of that part of his trea¬ 
cherous proceedings which is now to be considered, I will only further pre¬ 
mise that, though nearly last in the order of discovery, it was first in that of 
events. In truth, his endeavour to corrupt the fidelity of our Native troops 
was only the out-break of the ])lot, the overt result of a long course of secret 
machinations, of which we aic now to trace the origin and gradual progress. 

10. There is ample reason to believe, and I shall hereafter adduce the evi¬ 
dence for tiie statement, that even from the first moment of his being seated 
on the gzfd/of Sattara, the feelings of the Raja and his family were rather 
those of extreme elation and vanity than of content or thankfulness. There is 
no evidence, however, of his having formed any scheme of the .sort now under 
consideration till about .six years afterwanLs. The first person, as far as 
appears, who sug-ge-sted to him .such a design, was the Swamec of 8unkcsh- 
wur, a sort of sacred chief or ])ricst in the .Soutluu-n .Mahratta country, and a 
person of great wealth, influence, and intrigue. By the instigation of this 
individual, the Raja was led to aim at forming a connexion with the Portu¬ 
guese at Goa, the only foreign European power within his reach, witli the 
ultimate object of enl-argiug his dominions and establishing his independence. 

11. As any communication on the part of the Raja with any foreign jjow'cr 
was in direct violation of the Treaty of the 20th September IHIK, and, even 
without reference to his ulterior designs, subjected him, by the terms of that 
treaty, to a forfeiture of the sovereignty which had been bestowed on him, it 
may be proper here to quote the specific article of the treaty which relates to 
this subject. 

12. “Aktjci.e V.—^Thc Baja, for himself, and for his successors?, engages to 
“ forbqar from all intercourse with foreign powers, and witii all Sirdars, Jagheer- 
“ dars. Chiefs, and Ministers, and all persons of whatever dc.seriptiou, who are not 
“ by the above articles rendered subject to his Highness’s authority. With all 
“ the above persons his Highness, for himself and for his heirs and successors, 

“ engages to have no connexion or correspondence. Any aflairs that may 
“ arise with them relating to his Highness are to be exclusively conducted by 
“ the British Government. If, for the purjjose of forming matrimonial cori- 
“ nexions for his Highness’s family, or for any similar purpose, his Iliglincss 
“ has occasion to communicate w-ith persons not rendered subject to his autho- 
‘‘ rity by this agreement, such communication is to be made entirely through 
“ the Political Agent. 

13. “ This ai'ticle is a fundamental condition of the present agreement, and 
“ any departure from it on the Raja’s part, shall subject him to the loss of 

all the advantages he may gain by the said agreement.” 

1-1. It may conduce to a clear apprehension of the case, if I give a brief 
outline of .the proceedings of the Raja in this matter, before I proceed to 

detail. 
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15. The Swamee already mentioned appears not only to have formed the- Mintit#- 
project of a political intrigue with Goa, but even to have taken some steps **^ 5 ^ 
towards carrying it into execution, so far, at least, as related to the acquire- 

ment of information, before it was imparted to the Raja of Sattara. Some 
time in the early part of the year 1825, or possibly sooner, he deputed two 
emissaries to the Goa district, one of whom saw a medical officer attached to 
the Portuguese ai^iy dr government, who is named in the proceedings, “Irkool” 
or “ Erculan,” but whose real name is Herculano de Nova. It is stated by a 
witness* intimately acquainted with tliesc proceedings from a very early date, 
though not till a few months after the time of the mission Just mentioned, that 
the emissaries reported to the Swamee on their return, that the Goa Autho¬ 
rities were not indisposed to tlie design, but wanted funds; and this led to 
the communication with the Raja of Sattara. 

16. It was arranged that the Swamee should visit the Raja; and the visit 
took place shortly before the Raja set out to attend the Singimst at Nassick, 
a Hindu ceremony of great celebrity, wliicli takes jdacc only every twelfth 
year. The last celebration oecuned only in 1857, and the preceding occa-' 
sion, to which the, irarrative refers, of course in 1825. What passed at the 
conference between the Swamee and the Raja can only he collected from the 
sequel ; except that it abundantly appears that the Swamee recommended, 
as the chief agent lo lie employed in the pro])oscd intrigue, a person named 
Nago Deorao, who seems to have been already known to the Raja, though 
better to the Swamee, and who had, in fact, boon one of the two emissaries 
already deputed by the latter to the Goa country. 


17. Some delay seems to have taken place in acting on the design. The 
diti'erent movements of Nago, for two or three years after the period already 
mpjitioned, are described by persons wlio were then in his service, and it 
docs not apj)ear, whatever may have been the reason, that he again visited Goa 
till after the anival of “ Don Mauoci dc Portugal e Castro,” as Viceroy at that 
place. This personage assunuid the government of Goa on the 11th October 
I<s27, and resigned it in Kebruary 18:{5, tliough he did not hnally quit India 
till March IHilG. Shortly after his accession, but I am unable to fix the exact 
date, Nago, througli tlie medium of one Ruojec Kotcnces, a resident of the 
village of Araba in the Goa territory, and of Erculan or Herculano before 
mentioned, w'as introduced to the new Viceroy's confidential steward, and by 
the joint aid of these three persons he finally obtained admission to the 
presence of the Viceroy himself, and personally explained the object of the 
Raja of Sattara. 


18. I will hereafter observe on the views which may have influenced the 
Portugue.se Authorities in tliis affair, but, in the meantime, the question is, 
as to the jiositive evidence before us ; and judging from that, I. feel no doubt of 
the fact, improbable as it may appear, that" the overtures of Nago were very 
favourably received. Complete confidence, however, was not established be¬ 
tween the parties until about June 1881, when the aforesaid Herculano and 
Raojee Kotenees proceeded to Sattara, held a clandestine interview at night 
with the Raja, and received an honourable reception, and assurances that the 
proposals made by Nago Deorao did in reality emanate from his Highness. 
On this occasion a letter from the Viceroy lo the Raja was delivered and read, 
and handsome presents were given, not only to the Portuguese emissaries, but 
to the Sattara agents. 


ID. About the same time the Raja assigned specific salaries to Nago Deorao 
and the rest of the agents, and the communications between Goa and Sattara 
became constant and frequent. A considerable disbursement of money took 
I>lace, the funds being indirectly received from the Raja, and expended", on 
account of thd intrigues, by a banker of Sattara named Teejeeram. The 
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books of this person have been obtained, and from these it appears, that the 
disbursements were larger in 1835 than at any former period. In the course 
of the intrigue, 'Nago Deorao had various meetings with the Raja of Sattara 
and Don Manoel; the Raja had also various meetings with Raojee Kotenees, 
and with the other agents employed. Correspondence and letters passed be¬ 
tween the Raja and the Governor of Goa. On one occasion a supply of 
money was received direct from the Senaputtee, an officer not only high in tire 
Raja’s confidence, but his near relation. 

20. Don Manoel having ceased to be Governor of Goa, IJbt not having as 
yet taken his departure for Europe, Mahdeo Row Sirkey was deputed by the 
Raja of Sattara to pay the ex-Vicerpy a visit. So far as any particular reason 
is required or can be traced out for the appointment of a new representative 
of the Kaja at this late period, it is pretty plain that his Highness, or his- 
Sattara advisers, had begun to feel some doubt whether the statements of 
Nago were quite to be trusted, and selected a person totally independent of 
Nago’s i)arty, in order to test their truth. But, without reference to this 
explanation, the delegation of a new envoy, to convey to the e.x-Governor the 
parting presents and compliments of the Raja, and that envoy (as it is said), 
a relation of his Highness, could not but be considered a peculiar mark of 
respect. Nago accom})anied the Sirkey on this visit, which took place in 
September or October 1835. Before the end of that year Nago repaired to 
Sattara, where he obtained from the Raja a sum of 8,000 rupees, chiefly with 
a view to defray tlic e.xpenses of sending to Europe with Don Manoel an 
agent on behalf of his Highness. With -1,000 rupees out of this sum in 
hoondee.s, and witli clothes purchased with a part of the remainder, Nago was 
hasting back to Goa, when all the lioondees, and clothes to the value of near 
1,000 ru[)ccs, were carried olf liy rubbers. A delay took |>lace in procuring 
fresh hoondees; and to this circumstauee we may perhaps ascribe it, that the 
design of dispatching an agent with Don Manoel was defeated. Certain it 
is, that Nago never qgain saw the ex-Viceroy, who embarked for Europe, as 
I have said, in March. Goa now ceased to be the scene of the intrigue, which 
soon afterwards suflered a considerable loss by the death of Nago. lie expired 
on the 30th .luly 1S3(>, at W'^arree, whither he had come to take measures for 
the recovery of the clothes of wliicli lie had been plundered. On his death¬ 
bed, Nago delivered o\er certain seals and jiapcrs to his brother-in-law, 
Balcoba Kelkur, and dictated and verified, by adding a character or two in 
his own handwriting, a letter to the Raja of Sattara, recommending to his 
Highness’s protection his family and dejiendcnts. 

21 . The death of Nago, however, did not terminate the intrigue. About 
that very time, the attempts to seduce the officers of the 23d Regiment were 
in a course of progress, and the Raja immediately afterwards especially 
directed Raojee Kotences and another agent to take measures for di.spatching 
Erciilan, or some other person on liis behalf, to Portugal. For the fulfilment 
of this order, Raojee and Narrain repaired, in September 1836, to Bombay, 
and from thence corresponded with Erculan, who was at Damaun. They 
were not aware that, by this tirhe, the plot had been detected at Sattara; 
and the discovery, though partial at first, has since swelled out into the 
voluminous mass of matter to which I am now calling the attention of the 
Board. 

22. The above outline will be found to accord, in material points, with 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovaus’s report of the 11th November last. The evidence 
by w'ljich it is suppf)rted consists of two parts, the first oral, the second 
documentary; on each of which 1 will now observe, at .that length which the 
importance of the case demands. 

23. My remarks on the oral evidence may be conveniently divided into the 

four following heads :-r- . ^ 

,24. Firstly, A list of the persons who, either by their own* confession, or 
by good evidence, are proved to have been either implicated in, or privy to, 
the Goa intrigues; with a brief history of each individual; including in 

...a-/ v.!mateiia^^ 
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material instances the part which they respectively took those intrigues, 
and with regard to such of them as have been examined, the evidence given 
by themselves. On this head I would remark, that I have not entirely con- 
'fined myself to the Acting Resident’s report of the 11th November last, or 
to the evidence connected with it, but have occasionally availed myself of 
information to be found in former reports and proceedings on the Sattara case 
generally. 

25. Secondly,'! will call attention to the evidence by which all the mate¬ 
rial facts and circumstances which compose the case are proved. For this 
purpose I have deemed it proper to avail myself of the twelve summaries 
prepared -by Mr. Willoughby, to which I have already referred. I beg to 
repeat, that my own impressions of the case have been derived from a perusal, 
not of these summaries, but of the original evidence itself. To say the truth, 
I prepared for myself abstracts of the testimony of the most important wit¬ 
nesses ; but Mr. Willoughby’s summaries present a careful, methodized, and 
digested view of all the material facts as they stand in evidence, and will 
furnish by far the best text for the comments which I am about to offer. 
Speaking comparatively of these summaries with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s 
arrangements of the tsvidence, 1 should say that the latter is good in one 
respect, but bad in another. It at once shews the mode and order in which 
the evidence was obtained, and the eonsecpicnt improbability of concert or 
collusion among the witnesses, but it wants condensation ; and repeated 
perusals and much consideration are retjuired before we can prudently pro¬ 
nounce that any particular fact is fully proved. The summaries of Mr. Wil¬ 
loughby seem ]>recisely intended to supply this defect. Each is confined to 
one subject only. They are pi-incipally founded on the evidence marked 
A J. to A 28. of the report of the 11th November, with here and there addi¬ 
tional evidence collected from other sources, which arc indicated. 


26. Thirdly, I will shew that the evidence of most of the witnesses named 
under the first head is entitled to credit, not only from the impossibility of 
concert and collusion among tliem, and the absence of any adequate motive 
for the conspiracy which must have been entered into if it be false, but also 
because in many instances their testimony is contrary to the interests and 
presumable wishes of the witnessing parties. 

27. Fourthly and lastly, I will consider how far the testimonies of the wit¬ 
nesses, both individually and collectively considered, carry with themthe 
appearance of truth and honesty. 


28. The following is a list of persons who, either by their own acknowledg¬ 
ment or by good and sufficient evidence, are proved to have been implicated 
in, or privy to, the intcrcour.se carried on by his Highness the Raja of Sattara 
with the Authorities at. ,Goa. 


1st. Nago Deorao, alias Nana Wand. . 

2 d. Hurry Punt Fatuck, alias Hurry Bullab Fatuck. 
3d. Nana Fatuck. 

4th. Narrain Bhutt Chittey. 

5th. Morapunt .Tosee Kodowley Kur. 

6 thl Balcrishua Ragoonalh, alias Balkoba Kelkur. 
7th. Dajee Balumbhut, alias Dajeeba Waeed. 

8th. Balumbhut Moongeykur. 

9th. Teejeeram Jawhurdoss. 

10 th. Bhugwan Teejeeram. 

11 th. Wassodeo Shastry Agasee. 

12th. Govind Row Dewan. 

13th. Luximon Nagesh Waud, alias Lukhoba Waud. 
14th. Kessow Bucheerow Josee. 

15th. Gopal Jyeram Kolutkur. 

16th. Motapunt Pu^urdhun Waeekur. 

17th. Nilloo Abbajee Bhenkunkur. 

18th. Abbajee Narrain Josee. 
jrv 19th, Snnjeewun Tyling Bhramin. 
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20 th. Au|^e bin Peerajee Ghatgay. 

21 st. Sukhojee bin Limbassee Pursat. 

22d. Wenkappa bin Hillajee Powar. 

23d. Hybuttee bin Jotiajee Yadow. 

24th. Pelloo bin Sooltanjee Patell. 

25th. Khundqjee bin Tookajee Powar. 

26th. His Highness the Raja of Sattara. 

27th. Baja Sahib Senaputtee Bhonsleh. 

28th. Dinkur Row Mohiteh. 

29th. Rowlqjec Naik Khaskur. 

30th. Uon Manoel dc Portugal e Castro, Viceroy of Goa. 

31st. Jrkool, alias Ercnian, alias Herculano. 

32d. Jissajee Ramkrushna, alias Raqjec Kotences. 

33 d. Mugdoom-more, alias Muduinore. 

34 th. Nursew Bhartee Sunker Acharj^a, Swamee of Sunkeshwur. 

35th. Malideo Row Sirkey. 

36th. The twelve persons immed in the petition received by Government 
from (iirjabacc, the motlier of Govind Row Dewan. 

37th. Elqjcc Mohiteh. 

38th. Bhanjee Mahreek, and his two sons, Abba and Appa iMareek. 

39th. Piirsliotum Brahmin. 

40th. Vislinoo Kessoo Uewiistiilcy, maternal uncle of Govind Row 
Dewau. 


29. I will now otter a few remarks on the above list, in elucidation of the 
share wliich each person took in the intrigue, and of the evidence by which 
their participation in it is established. 

30. Nago Deorao, the first jjcrson on the list, was, as 1 have said, the prin¬ 
cipal agent on the part of the Raja of Sattara. Wa.ssoodeo Agasee fNo. I, 
List A.) states, that Aago first came to Poona from Baroda with some horse, 
and that he was in the Sattara risala of hor.se. Dajceba Waud (No. 2, List 
A.) calls him “ Nagoba Nana Waud,” and he is therefore in these proceeding.s 
indiscriminately called “ Nago Waeed” and “ Nana Waeed.” His family 
lived at W"aee, about twenty miles from Sattara, and his .sou (No. 6, List A.) 
states, that his father, was absent eight years “ frequently revisiting Sattara, 

“ and used to go to and fro between Kenanee, Waee, Sunkesliwur, and Goa.” 
Hurry Punt Fatuck (No. 21, List A.) a relation of Nago Deorao’s, states that 
Nago first came to Sattara two or three years after the introduction of the 
British rule into the Deccan, and that about twelve years ago he brought the 
Swaniee of Sunkesliwur, and introduced him to the Raja, and that through 
the Swamee’s inttuence the Raja was persuaded to enter into communica¬ 
tions with Goa. Sungecwnn (No. 7, List A.) who was in the service of Nago 
Deorao’s father and of Nago himstdf for forty-five years, states that the father 
was in the habit of practising as a royal physician at Poona; that Nago for¬ 
merly belonged to a risala of horse at Baroda which was afterwards sent to 
Sattara; that this was the origin of his connection with the Raja, and that he 
was strongly recomniended to the Raja by the Swamee of Sunkeshwur. This 
witness, however, though generally very satisfactory, seems to misplace, by 
about two years, the. reeommendation he refers to, as a close collation of his 
evidence w'ith that of other witne.sses will shew. Hybuttee bin Jotiajee (No. 

13, Li.st A.) another servant, places the commencement of Nago’s intimacy 
with the Raja a few days before the Raja proceeded to the Sinkust at Nas- 
sick, on which occasion his master accompanied the Raja as far as Devor: the 
date, therefore, of this intimacy must, as I have already remarked, be fixed 
about the middle of 1825. Raojee Kotciiees (No. 22, List A.) states, that when 
he first became acquainted with Nago Deorao, he described himself as having 

jibeei} physician to the Peishwa, then a Sirdar of five hundred horse at Ahmed- 
"abail; that his father had possessed great influence with the Peishwa; and 
that he had been a Sirdar of five hundred hor.se under the English, but had 
given up the service. Ramee further describes Nago as having first visited . 
Goa in the character of the Swamce’s emissary; and this’is not a contradic- 

tb'VP'Videuce in general, and is directly confirmed by the testimony 'iC'Sr^i 
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31. All that I think it necessary further to say of Nago, in this place, is. Minute 
that his death, to which I have already adverted, took place at Sawont, 

Warree on the 30th July 1836, and that his character as an agent in the - 

intrigue is thus given by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans: “ He appears to have 
" b^n well suited for the purpose, and his zeal is proved by many of the 
" papers which have fallen into my hands. He was a person of considera- 
** tion in this country, being the son of Deorao Waud, of Waee, who attended 
“ as a physician on Bajee Row, Peishwa, and who was much in repute with 
" the great people at that time about the Court of Poona.” (Report of 11th 
November 1837, paragraph 6.) 

32. The seven following persons on the list were all very active agents in 
.the intrigue under Nago Deorao. I class them together, because by one 
another they are frequently termed the “ mundulee,” or party engaged in the 
affair. One of them, Nana Fatuck, the .son of Hurry Punt Fatuck, died 
several years ago; and another of them, Balninbhut Moongeykur, is supposed 
to have secreted lum.self in the Goa territory. The remaining six have all 
confe.ssed, nrore or less, the share they took in the Raja’.s designs, as I shall 
in the .sequel shew. Tlicir evidence was obtained under such circumstances, 
as altogether to preclude the possibility of their having acted in concert or 
collusion with one another; and, if this be admitted, the guilt of the Raja 
must be held conclusively established. 

33. Hurry Punt Fatuck (.second on the list). This person .states, that 
“ Nago Deorao was his paternal aunt’s son w-hich sufficiently accounts for 
his having been employed in the intrigue. His evidence is No. 21 of Lieute- 
nant-C’olonel Ovaus's List, and is mo.st important. Ilis son accompanied 
Nago to Goa, and was one of the persons who, in .June 1831, brought the 
Portuguese Herculauo to Sattara. After his .son’s death in 1832, in conjunc¬ 
tion with Narrain Bhutt Chittcy and Rowlajec Naik, he appears to have had 
the chief management of the Goa intrigue at Sattara, but he never went him¬ 
self to Goa. He was one of the Raja’s salaried agents, and w'as one of tho.se 
who lodged funds at the banker Teejeeram’s, to meet the heavy expenses of 
the intrigue. He was in diretrt communication w'ith the Raja, had several 
interviews with him, and more especially w'as one of those |wesent at the intro¬ 
duction of Herculano, and shared in the liberal gifts bestowed by the Raja on 
that occasion. He further depo.ses, from personal knowledge, to most of the 
transactions of importance, detailed in Mr. Willoughby’s summariefs of evi¬ 
dence. 

34. Narrain Bhutt Chittey (fourth on the list). The occupation of this 

E erson is thus described by V'isocskwer Bhutt Cliittey, his uncle (No. 5 of 
lieutenant-Colonel Ovams’s list). “ Narrain Bhutt Chittey is my nephew ; he 
“ and I live together ; 1 am a bhickshook (one who lives on alms and’gifts), 

“ and Narrain Bhutt, by managing communications of people,' gains a 
“ livelihood; he used to act as a Vakeel of Vi.ssajee Punt Nana, the Row' 

“ Sahib Dewan and the Mamlutdar Gopalrow,” Govind Row Dewan (No. 

28 of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s list) mentions the remarkable circumstance 
of Narrain Bhutt, all of a sudden appearing a man in affluent circmnstanccs; 
so much so, that the owner of the liou.se in w'hich he lived brought an action 
against him, on the supposition that he had discovered hidden treasure in the 
house. Govind Row, on seeking an explanation from the Bhutt, was an.swered 
thus: “With the Gomantuck Wala (the Goa»Authorities) the Maharaj has 
“ formed some private intercourse, in which business I am concerned, on that 
“ account the Maharaj gives me privately cash for expenses. In this affair 
" Nagoba Waeed has been appointed agent on the part of the Maharaj.” ^ The 
Bbutt’s evidence, as will be anticipated from the above account of him, is very 
important. life went several times to Goa, first in 1829 and again in 1830-31, 
and was one of the agents through whom the funds paid to 'reejeeram were 
received. He was one of the persons who received an -annual salary from the 
{^CRaja, with whom he was frequently in direct communication. 
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actually present at the interview between the Raja and Herculano, but was at 
the time at Sattara, and confirms many of the particulars of that mission. 
His testimony regarding various interviews between the Raja and the parties 
employed by him, as well as respecting the correspondence with Goa, is 
exceedingly clear and conclusive; 

35. Morapunt Josee (fifth of my list.) This was another of the principal 
agents under Nago Deorao. He acknowledges tliat he was in the habit of 
accompanying Nago into the Goa districts. It appears that his uncle, Chin- 
topunt .Tosee, who died some years ago, was one of Nago's associates, which 
accounts for his own connexion with the intrigue. He states that he and 
Balumbhut delivered a letter from the Viceroy of Goa to the Raja, and that 
he himself, on one occasion, received Rupees 2,500 from the Senaputtee on 
account of the Ooa affair, which sum he paid to Teejeeram. He also proves 
the mission of Mahdeo Row Sirkey to Goa, was with Nago Deorao when he 
died, and wTote the letter to the Raja wiiich Nago dictated on his death-bed. 

.36. llalkoba Kelkur (sixth of my list). This is another of the agents who 
received salaries, and was the brother-in-law of Nago Deorao. lie himself 
says, “ Nago Deorao Nana Waud is the husband of my sister.” Accordingly 
he was in Nago’s full confidence, received from him the papers and seals, and 
the letter which he addressed to the Raja on liis death-bed, and took a very 
active part throughout the intrigues at Goa. llis evidence will be found to 
bear on all the most remarkable facts detailed in these proceedings. By his 
own account, he does not appear to have accompanied Nago either on his 
visits to the Raja or to the Viccuoy, but he accompanied Morapunt .losee to 
the Senaputtee, and fully confirms the statement made by that person, 
regarding the receipt and payment to Teejeeram of the sum of 2,500 rupees. 

37. Dajceba Waeed (seventh of my list). Was the son of Nago Dcorao’s 
cousin, Balumbhut, and was Nago’s constant companion for nearly three 
years antecedent to his death at Waree in .fuly 1836. He w'as consequently 
with Nago at Goa, Sattara, Renanee, and Sunkeshwur, and alfords very 
detailed accounts of his proceedings towards the dose of his career. His 
evidence will be found in Nos. 2 and 24 of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s li.st A, 
and also in the accompaniment to the Acting Resident’s letter of the 12th 
August 1837. His evidence partly consists of what he learnt from Nago 
himself, and latterly of what passed under his owm observation. It is worthy 
of remark, that the information which this person afforded at the commence¬ 
ment of the inquiry w'us fully eorroiioratcd afterwards by the other agents 
concerned, wluj bad not then been traced out. He was with Nago at the 
period of his death, and his evidence, in regard to the papers then in the 
possession of tliat person, is most important. 

38. Teejeeram Jawhurdoss, and his son, Bliugwan (No. 9 and 10 of my list), 
are highly important witnesses. They are bankers residing at Sattara, through 
whom the pecuniary transactions connected with the intrigue were conducted, 
of vvliich transactions they have furnished full evidence from their books. The 
manner in which Lieutenant-Colonel Gvans obtained possession of those 
books, and in which the detailed extracts submitted to him were made and 
verified, are described by that officer in his letter to Government of the 
3d instant The accuracy of the extracts cannot be impeached; and it 
seems to me that falsification, on any large scale, was physically impossible. 
The father states, that the names, “ Soopoojee and Doordajee,” in which a 
considerable portion of the account stands, are feigned for Kowiojee Naik, a 
person* in the service of the Raja; that the money he received came from 
Rowlojec, who has no means of his own, and that it is his belief that it 
belonged to the Raja. The Acting Resident reports, that his evidence was 
given with great caution. The son corroborates his father’s evidence, and 
adds) that he was in the habit of bringing money from Rowlojee Naik’s house 
with Narrain Bhutt and Hurry Punt Fatuck. 

39. Wassodeo Shastry Agasee (No. 11 of my list), is an inhabitant of 
Rutoagheery. He states, that he is a kinsman of Hurry Punt Fatuck, to 

is related; that owing to this connection, he lived wif'#^ 
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Nago Deorao at Sunkeshwur, and has known of the Goa affair nine or ten 
years. He is. described by one of the witnesses (No. 17 of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans’s list) as having been a disciple of Ballajee Punt, the father of 
Hurry Punt Fatuck; and he himself states, that he was at Sattara when 
Nago arrived with his horse from Baroda. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans re¬ 
marks, that it was this person who gave him the first detailed account oF 
the Goa affair; and it appears to have been on the information which he 
afforded, that the other parties were traced out. Much of his evidence is 
hearsay; but it contains one fact*of essential importance, namely, that he 
himself copied the^^ffrf of stipulations brought by Nago Deorao from Sattara 
to Sunkeshwur, about ten or twelve years ago, and that this copy was retained 
by the Swamee of Sunkeshwur. 

40. Govind Row Dewan (No. 12 of my list), held a confidential office 
uiider the Raja of Sattara, and is now a state jirisoncr at Ahraednuggur, for 
being deeply implicated in the attempt made to seduce from their allegiance 
•the Soobadars of the 23d Regiment; he was not, therefore, like all the other 
witnesses, examined by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, but by the Judge of 
Ahmednuggur. 1 think it extremely probable that this person has not dis¬ 
closed all he knows; but, nevertheless, he has t;oiToborated several of the 
circumstances detailed by the other witnesses, without the possibility of 
communicating witii them, or acting in concert. 

41. Luximon Nagesh (thirteenth of my list), is the eldest son of Nago 
Deorao. The chi(.4' facts to which he dcpo.ses are, that he received, during 
five or six years, money for the expenses of his family from Teejeeram, by 
order of Hurry Punt and Narrain Bhutt, and that Nago’s papers and seals 
were left with Balkoba Kelkur. 

42. Kes.sow Buehecrow Jo.sec (fourteenth of ray list), is another brother-in- 
law of Nago Deorao, and according to Licutenaiit-Colonel Ovaiis’s report, an 
unwilling wilnt-ss; but he proves some of the most recent joumeyings of 
Nago, the per.son.s who accompanied him, and that himself and Balkoba took 
cloths and hoondiies from Sattara to Araba and AVarree in April 183G. 

43. Gopal .Tyeram Kolutknr (fifteenth of my li.st), is the person who brought 
an action against iVarraiu Bhutt, when he suddenly rose from poverty to 
riches, believing that the Bhutt had discovered treasure.s which had been 
secreted by his ancestors. Ilis evidence i.s not very important; except that 
he states, that Nago, about twelve years ago, left witli his father a packet, 
said to contain papers eonueetval with the Gou affair, and which was after¬ 
wards given to a servant of Nago Deorao, named Ilybuttec bin Jotiajee 
Yadow. It is eurion.s, also, that he still rnaiutaius that Narrain Bhutt Chittcy 
had abstracted hidden treasure from his house. 


44. Morapunt Puntwurdhim Waeckur (sixteenth of my list), says : At 
" Waee, Nago and myself lived near each other, and we used constantly to 
“visit each other’s houses.” This per.soii depo.ses to a meeting between 
Nago and the Swamee in Kalapore, about twelve years ago, which is also 
proved by other evidence. He states further, that Nana went from Sun- 
kesliwur to Sattara with the Swamee, about the period when the intrigue was 
first formed, and that Nago then acquainted him with the plot. 


45, Nilloo Abbajee and Abbajce Narrain (seventeenth and eighteenth of 
my list) clearly prove, that sonic particulars of the Goa intrigues were com¬ 
municated to Colonels Briggs and Robertson. For the nature of their evidence 
I beg to refer to the summary marked AA. 12. 




46. The next seven witne.sses on my list (namely. Nos. 19, 20, 21, 22, 
23, 24, and 25) are a most important class. They were all, at one time or 
another, in the service of Nago Deorao, and give very minute and detailed 
accounts of his joumeyings backwards and forwards, between Sattark and 
Goa. I deem, them so important, that I shall give a short account of each. 
They appear to have been traced out by the zeal and. diligence of the Acting 
Resident on the information of Dajeeba Waeed (seventh of my list), who on 
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W ;«iNufis-ort^' 

f ■ the 20th July last deposed thus: “Out of the servants who were with W hiria 

f ' “ and the attendants who went and came, some are at Waree, some at 

I Minute “ Renavee, and some at Hutnoor under Siinkeshwur.” They were also, with 

i *>y Governor, one exception, named by Nago’s son, as having been in his father’s service, 

t i 1838. g 0 tijat 1,0 doubt can remain on this score. 

^ 47. No. 19 states, that he was for forty-five years Brahmin cook to Nago 

and his father; that he accompanied Nago to Ahmedabad, returned with 
him to Sattara, and continued in his service u]i to the day of his death, and 
I frequently accompanied him in the repealed visits he made between Sattara 

and Goa. As far as I can judge from merely reading evidence, this witness 
V appears to be very intelligent, and gives a very minute account of Nago’s 

“ different journeys, his introduction to the Swamee, and to the Raja of 

Sattara, and states that he accompanied Nago to Goa ten years ago. An 
instance of sliglit inaccuracy in his testimony 1 have already noticed. 

48. No. 20 was, seven years ago (1829-30), for two months eniployed by 
Nana Fatiick, whom he accompanied on his mission to Goa, about the time 
when iCrculan was brought to Sattara. He entered Nago Deorao’s service 
) six years and a half ago, and always went about with liijii during two years 

and a half, until he was di.scharged four years ago, since wdiich he has been a 
i cultivator, lie states, that he saw Erculan at Meerng after he had visited 

Sattara ; that he went with his master to the Governor of Goa, and saw a horse 
which was given by Nago to the governor. 

" 49. No. 21 entered Nago’s service four years ago (1832-33), and served him 

three years ; went with him to Goa, Sattara, and oilier places. 

1 . 50. No. 22 entered as a horse-keeper in Nago's risala, before he came fr(<m 

5 - Baroda (o Sattara, was discharged four years ago (1832-33), and performed 

“ the duties <;f horse-keeper, servant, or any thing else under Nago;” was 
5 ; ■ with his master when the Swamee came to f8attara, ami accompanied 

i. him to Goa and Sattara, backwards and forwards. 'I'his person proves 

f that Nago was in want of employment at the tiim^ when the Goa intrigues 

began. He also proves Nago’s visits to the Raja and the Governor of Goa, 
and Erculan’s mission to Sattara. 

51. No. 23 was entertained by Nago just before the Raja ()f Sattara jiro- 
4 cceded oil a pilgrimage to Nassick, more than twelve years ago, and continued 

in his service; up to the period of his death in July lN3d. This man gives a 
I very dolailecl account of his master’s journeyings beitweeu Goa and Sattara, 

1 and his visits to the Raja and the; Viceroy. 

h 52. No. 24 was Nago’s servant for four or five yeatrs, and was discharged 

f: five years ago (1831-32). On the occasion of Hereulano’s mission, he accom- 

>; panieicl Raojee Kotenees from Goa to Sattara. lie proves tlie visits of Nago to 

,,f the Raja and to the Governor of Geiu. 

I 53. No. 25 V,as entertained by Nago in his service four j’cars ago, and 

accompanied him to Goa, eoiitinued in his service eighteen memths, and was 
discharged two j'ears and a half ago. 11c deposes to his master visiting the 
Viceroy ol’Goa. 

54. Ilis Highne.ss the Raja of Sattara (No. 2G of mylist) is yirovcd, by the 
strongc.st evidence, to have been cognizant of, and privy to, the negotiations 
with the Governor of Goa ; to have advanced, through a servant of his own, 
funds for the e.xpenses of the intrigues, to have held repeated interviews with 
the agents employed ; to have received a special mission from the Governor 
of Gori, and to have sent one to the Governor, when about to quit India for 
Portugal; to have made various presents of value to the parties connected with 
the intrigue, and to have entertained the design of sending an agent to Portugal 
^ iij( furtherance of his treacherous plans. These facts will, how^ever, be more 
.^lly' elucidated, when I come to remark on the summaries of evidence 
auuexed to this minute 

jit. 55. Bala Sahib Senaputtee (No. 27 of my list) is a relation of the Raja of 

Sattara. is high in his eonfideiice, and is Senaputtee, or commander of his - 
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56. Dinkur How Mohiteh (No. 28 of my list) is also an officer of the Sattara 
Government, and high in the Raja’s confidence. He appears implicated in 
about the same degree as the Senaputtee, and is mentioned as concerned in 
the intrigues by the witnesses Nos. 2, 16, 21, *26, and 27, of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans’s list. 

57. Rowlojee Naik Khaskur (No. 29 of my list) is mentioned as having 
taken a very active part in Nago I)(!orao’s proceedings by the witnesses 
Nos. 2, 4, 7, 15, 21, 25, 26, and 27, of the Acting Resident’s list. lie seems 
to have been a kind of intermediate between the Raja and his agents : he 
introduces the latter to the palace, conveys funds to Teejeeram’s bank to defray 
the expenses of Nago Deorao and his associaUis. Teejeeram (No. 9 of my list) 

.states that he “ is a servant t)f the Maharaj Sirkar, a Jemadar in the risala of 
iiorse.” In l)r. Milne's address to the Guvernor of India, dated the 10th 
February la.st, this fact is placed beyond doubt; for it is distinctly said, “ this 
“ man (Rowlojee) is only a Sirdar of Sepoys,” in the Raja’s service. Row¬ 
lojee has been examined by the Acting Resident, an<r denied or pleaded 
ignorance ol' every thing; but, as is justly observed by Lieutenant-t’olonel 
Ovans, his eonduct, when under examination, spi:aks for itself. ( Vide No. 9 
of list A). • 

58. With respect to Don Manoel de Portugal e (Castro, (lovcnior of Goa, 
and No. 30 of my list, I have obtained from the public recorrls the following 
information:— 

69. On the ilth October 1827, Don Manoel announced to the Bombay 
Government that he had a.ssumed eiiargeof the Government of the Portuguese 
States ill India. On tlie Ilth February 1835, he wrote to Lord Clare from 
Viugorla, that in consequence of tJio unlortnnate events wliieli liad taken place 
at Goa since the 14th January of that, year, when his government had ceased, 
and the new Governor ( Sr. Bernardo Peres da Silva) liad commenced his func¬ 
tions, he had been obliged to leave that |ilaee, and had deputed his Aide-de- 
camp, Lientenant-Coloncl Sanohes, to Bombay, to procure a passage for 
himself and his family, and he rcquestetl Lord Clare to afford him every assis¬ 
tance requisite to effect the ari'angemcnl with the utmost possible economy. 

* In a further letter to myself, dated the *20th February 1835, the ex-Governot 
requested this government to cau.se any of tlie Company’s vessels, or any other 
ship on their return to Eurojie, to touch at Vingorla, for the pur[)ose of con¬ 
veying himself and his family to any Port in Portugal ortho Azore Islands, and 
stated, tlial he hoped that her Most Faithful Majesty’s Government would 
defray any expense that might be incurred. 

60. A passage wtvs accordingly engaged for Don Manoel on lioard the 
Ganges, for the sum of 7,000 rupees; and he was informed that that sum 
had been advanced to the commander of the vessel by this Government, under 
an expectation that the amount would be defrayed by the Government of 
Portugal, and the Honourable Court of Directors were advised of our pro¬ 
ceedings, 

61. Don Manoel and his suite embarked accordingly on board the Ganges, 
on the 20th March 1835; but, in con.soquence of a disagreement witli the 
commander, about the end of that month or the beginning of the next, he 
disembarked at Changoucherry,* and on the 8th of April embarked at Quilon, 
on board of the Providence, for Goa, where he resirled until the 18th March 
1836, on which date he finally left India on board tiie Princeza Redl, for 
^ isbon. I request particular attention to these details, because, in the sequel, 

I shall 

* Hi$ diaembarkation at this place is noticed in the Bombay Gazette of the 29tli April 1835. 
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troops. :He appears to have taken a conspicuous part in these intrigues, and to 
have been present at several of the meetings which occurred between the Raja 
and his agents. One of these, indeed, occurred at the Senaputtee’s own 
house. He is particularly mentioned by the witnesses Nos. 2, 15,21, and 26, 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s list. He has not as yet been informed of the 
heavy charges which hang over him. 
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I shall have to shew that they verify, in a very remarkable manner, some of 
the statements made by the witiiesses in the Goa case. 

62. I am informed that Don Manoel and his government were, in reality, 
in the interest of Don Miguel* and his party, although, when the cause of 
Don Pedro succeeded in Portugal, he exhibited outward demonstrations of 
joy; and, since his return from India, he has not only been well received by 
the Queen’s Government, but has been appointed to the office of comptroller 
of her household. His brother, the Marquis of Valencia, is likewise in thp 
Queen’s confidence, and holds an office in her household. In Qaligtiani's 
Messenger, of the 8th .luly 1837, appeared the following notice:— 

“ M. Thomas de Mello has been replaced in his post in the Queen’s house- 
“ hold by M. Manoel dc Portugal, brother of the Marquis of Valencia, who 
“ has iust arrived from India, where he w'as formerly Governor.” (Vide No. 
40. ListE.) 


63. Irkool, alias Erculan, alias Ilercnlano (No. 31 of inylist). This per.son 
appears to have taken, from the first, a very active ))art in the intrigue. He 
was the person who, in conjunction with llaojce Kotenees, first introduced 
Nago Dcorao to the Viceroy of Goa; but the most important transaction in 
which he was engaged was his mission to Sattara, and clandestine interview 
with the Raja, which is clearly established by the summary of evidence 
marked AA. 8. Our information regarding tliis person is, as yet, very 
scanty. It is, however, clear from the deposition of Dajecba Wand 
and Raqjee Kotenees (Nos. 2 and 22 of list A), that he is a medical 
otffeer—the former calks him a “ (Christian Doctorand it appears that it 
was pro])osed to send him to Sattara, under pretenee t)l administering medi¬ 
cines. Prom the evidence of the Kotenees, moreover, it is to be inferred that 
he was in the servicef of the Government of Goa; for, in his account of 
Erculan's interview with the Raja, Raojee states, that when, at tlie close of 
the interview, presents were bestowed, and he himself was offered a gope 
(golden chain) of twcnty-.seven tolas weight, he ex’postnlated, and said, “ I 
“ have not come to take any gold chains. Ercalaii is a Uovcrnvient servant, I 
“ have come in company with liiin. Nago Dcorao promised me suitable 
“ employment, and in consc(|ueuce of his so speaking I have come.” It is 
understood that this person is now resitling at Demaun, and were, it not for 
the peremptory instructions we have received from the Government of India, 
to clo.se the inquiry and not to pursue any collateral branches of it, I should 
be much disposed to attempt to trace hint out, and to endeavour to obtain his 
evidence, which might prove highly imitortant. In deference to the above 
orders, however, I do not think we can take such a course. In a memorandum 
of the 5th September last, Mr, M’^athen gives the Ibllowing account:— 

“ 1-irculan is a native of Goa, and attached to the Portuguese army as a 
“ medical officer; he was a great favourite with the former Viceroy, Don 
“ Manoel, and also of the ex-Viceroy’s mistress, who was a native of 
“ Madeira.” 

64. Raojee Kotenees (No. 32 of my list), has, from the first, taken so active 
and conspicuous a part in the intrigue, that 1 am not surprised to find one of 
the summaries of evidence (marked AA. 37) exclusively occupied with his 

proceedings. 

• In the Bombay Gazette of the 30th May it is said, Uiat he wa» appointed by Don Miguel, 
and that, on the Queen’s accession, he was superseded by Sr. J’ercs. 

f 1 have since been informed that he was the senior medical officer of the 1st European Regiment 
of Goa. On tlic ]6Ui March last, llaojce Kotenees furnished the following further information 
regarding Herculano:—“ Irkool was a servant of the Portuguese Government; he hold the office of 
“ Sonrgeo (surgeon) of tlic regiment. In a letter from my brother Narrain, dated the 20th .Tanuaty 
“ 1838. from Araba, he states, Irkool is still at Demaun. Irkool has a house at Rybunder, and 
practises as a physician. He has been the servant of the Portuguese Government for the lost fifteen 
or twenty years. His fiither, named Messauti, was a celebrated physician, and was employed by 
the Portuguese Government in the hospital. I have seen him. 'Tliey are Ctwistians and Wuttun- 
'* dars of Goa. Irkoolan used to wear a blue coat of woollen cloth, similar to that worn by other 
" officers of the regiment. To one regiment three surgeons are attached, of wbdm he was one. He 
'• used to wear a sword. He is of dark complexion, middling stature, and about forty-five years of 
” age .”—(Vide Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’sJLetter, 19thMarch 1838.) 
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proceedings. Of his personal history we know little. He is a subject of Goa, 
usually resident at the village of Araba, belonging to that government, and 
was one of those with whom the intrigue originated. It having been ascer¬ 
tained that he was in Bombay, without apparently having any suspicion of 
the proofs which had been obtained against him, he was, under the authority 
of Government, apprehended by the Police and sent to Sattara, every care 
being taken to prevent his collusion with the other witnesses. His evidence 
clearly establishes almost all the principal facts of the case, from its com- 
meneement many years ago up to its discovery. He was numbered among the 
agents to whom salaries were assigned, accompanied Erculan to Sattara, and 
was present at the interview which followed with the Raja. He also narrates, 
in detail, several other visits which he jiaid to tlie Raja and to the Viceroy, in 
furtherance of the objects of the intrigue; but, neverthele.ss, a y)eriisai of his 
evidence has impressed me with the conviction that he has not made a full 
and fair disclosure of all he, knows. On his evidence Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans remarks, “ Raojee Kotences is a subject of the Goa Government, conse- 
“ qnently he has siiokcnt out regarding his interviews with the Raja of Sattara; 
“but he has shewn great rcliietanee to iniplicatc the Goa Authorities, from a 
“ fear of the conse((ucnees on his return to that country.”—(Rej)ort of the 
11th November, yraragraph 16.) 

65. Mugdoom-inore, nliax Muilumore. This is not the name of a jierson, 
but of a situation or olliee, and it has been suggested to me that it is a cor¬ 
ruption of the Portuguese designation “ Mordonio-mor,” which means Major- 
domo or steward. He was iminediately attached, whatever his office, to the 
Governor of Goa. 1 have retained the ayi)>lieation of Mudnuiorc in order to 
avoid confusion, beeaiise, in alnio.st all the translations of the evidence sent by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, it appears to signify the name of a person. Rao- 
jec Kotences, however, in hi.s evidence (No. 22 of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s 
list), thus explains who is incunt: “ Tlie name of Miiduniore (or the Ma jor- 
“ domo) is .lavan Cooraee,* a Portuguese by tribe. Mndumore is the name 
“ of a situation, or that of jjri vate (.'arbarry to the Governor. He used to reside 
“ and dine at the Governor’s palace ; he came and returned with the Governor 
“to Portugal.” The situation held by this person, therefore, suHiciently 
acct)imts for the part which he took in these proceedings, and tlie means taken 
by Nago Hcorao and his associates to ingratiate themselves with him, and to 
secure his interest and influence with the Governor, wliiidi may reasonably be 
presumed to have been very considerable. 

66. The four yiersons last ilescribcd are the only yiersons belonging to Goa 
who arc known to have taken an active yiart in the intrigue. Raojee Kotences 
states, that at the meetings between the Governor and Nago Deorao, Erculan 
and some Hindoos acted as inlerprcters ; and the witness (No. 2 of Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel Ovans’s list) mentions “Gopal Row JDessoy ” and “ Suekliarain 
“ Kamut Goakur Doabhaee Chitnavccs” as having been emyiloyed. lie akso 
states, that Nago “ had contracted friendshiy> with the Jutlgo of Goa, named 
“ Silva, who is firmiliar with the niatterbut the name of this y^eiwon does 
not otherwise apyiear throughout these proceedings. 

67. Nursew Bhartee Sunker Acharya, a Swamee of Sunke.shwur(No. 34 of 
iny list). There can be little doubt that it was this per.son who first yiersuaded 
the Raja of Sattara to embark in the dangerous course which he lias pursued. 
He appears to have belonged to that cla.ss of yiersons who must feel acutely 
what they have lost by British ascendancy, and consequently arc inimical to 
our power. He possessed great y>ov»'er and influence in the Southern Mahratta 
country, and we may judge how this would tell on the mind of the Raja* when 
we find two of the witnesses making use of the remarkable ex'y>ression, that 
when the Swamee first visited Sattara more than twelve years ago, on the 
occurrence of the celebrated .latra at Nassick, “ The Sirkar performed, the 
“ worship of the Swamee,” (fide Nos. 2 and 21 of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s 
list.) JV:1^. Dunlop, in one of his reports, states that this Swamee was “an 

“ inveterate 

* 1 am told the real name of this officer was '* Javan Bcetancavi.” 

2M 
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“inveterate intriguer;”* and, according to one of the witnesses (No. 1 of 
Lieutenant-ColonCl Ovans’s list), his intrigues were not confined to his own 
vicinity, but extended to distant parts, as he states that, about eight years 
ago, the Swamee sent an emissary to the ex-Peishwa, to Scindia, and to 
the Guicowar, but that the ex-Peishwa answered evasively, while the two 
other powers distinctly declined to enter into the treasonable designs pro- 
posed.t It is, however, only a waste of time to dwell on the share which 
this person took in the intrigue, for he died on the 14th April 1837. The office 
he held is the principal one of the kind in the country, and is looked up to 
with so much rcsjjcct, that Mr. Elphijistone included him in the first class 
of privileged persons in the Southern Mahratta country; and the possessions 
attached to the office are of considerable value, eliiefly consisting of ten vil¬ 
lages, whose e.stiinated annual revenue is 21,276 ru])ccs. 

68. Mahdeo Row Sirkey (No. 3o of my list.) I am glad to find that Mr. 
Willoughby lias devoted a separate .summary (marked AA. 9), in illustration 
of tlie share which this jiersou took in the intrigue. He is stated, as 1 have 
already said, to have been di.stantly related to the Raja of Sattara; and it is 
clearly proved that, in Septendier 1835, he was deputed to Goa, and liad an 
interview with Don Manoel prior to his departure for Europe, and after he 
had disembarked from the shij) Gauges. He made presents on that occasion, 
and died shortly after his return to Sattara. 

69. The twelve ]»crsons named in Girgabaee’s petition (No. 30 of my list). 
These arc, 

1. Bulwunt Row Chitnavees. 

2. Kasee Punt Bundury. 

3. Dajeeba .lo.see Dul'tcrdnr. 

4. Visow Nana Shewey. 

5. Wittul Row Sukharam, alia.': Aliba Parisnees. 

0. Babajee Purarkui. 

7. Bejaba Piirarkur. 

8. GhiiitapuiVt Bhattey. 

9. Bappoo Kanoo. 

10. Gopal Row Kanecn. 

11. Seuaputty Balia Sahib Bhonsle!i. 

12. Senakiirty Dinkur Row Mohitch. 

70. Of the above. No. 1 is high in tlic confidence of the Raja. He is 
jiroved to have been concerned in these intrigues by the evidence of Nos. 2, 
3, and .5, of the above list, and liy that of Elojee Mohiteh and Babajee Sooba- 
dar. 

71. No. 2 is .stated by Lieutenant-(Colonel Ovans to have been “ for many 
“ years one of the Mundullee, or party about the palace, and in the confi- 
“ dence of the Raja and hi.s advisors.” He has imparted to us tlie knowledge 
which he pos.sesses of the Raja’s proceedings. 

72. No. 3 is reported to be “ a man of the first respectability, was high in 
“ Captain Grant's confidence, and entitled to implicit credit.” His evi¬ 
dence, as ob.served in my Minute of the 22d September last, is of considerable 
importance; because, from bis situation oi' Dufterdar, he must have had good 
opportunity of becoming acquainted with the intrigues to which he bears wit¬ 
ness. He thus describes him.self:—“ I was first employed by Captain Grant 
“ at Sattara, as Survaba. In 1828-29 the Raja appointed me Dufterdar, 
“ which 1 have been conducting up to this day.” 

73. Nos. 4 and 10. Nothing very particular has been elicited against these 
persons, who may therefore be dismissed without remark. 

74. No. 

• Mr. Dunlop, in a letter quoted by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, in the thirty-SMOnd pyagraph of 
his report of die 11th November J8S7, states, “ The late Sunkeshwur Swamee had the character 
“ of being an inveterate intriguer." 

h. Vide Mr.Dunlop’s reports, <hitcd 19th April and 3d and 30th August 1837. 
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74. No. 5 is the brother-m-lavv of No. 1, and conscqucutly his sources 
of information are good : his character, however, is not the be.st, as he was 
convicted of bribery and was dismissed the .service. He appears to have 
taken an active part in the intrigues; more especially in those with the cx- 
Raja of Nagpore. He has now come forward and disclosed what he knows 
on the subject. 

75. No. 6 is the Raja’s private Secretary; his concern in the affair is proved 
by Nos. 2, 3, and 6 of the list, and by the evidence of Abba Mareck and 
Elojee Mohiteb. 

7fi. No. 7 is the Dewan of the Raja’s brother, and has supplied information 
on the subject of the intrigues. 

No. 8 is at the head of the Adawlut at Sattara. 

No. 9 is dead. 

Nos. 11 and 12 are 27 and 28 of my list, and have already been de¬ 
scribed. 
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77. For the history of Girjabaee.’s ])Ctitjou, I beg to refer to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans’s rept)rts, dated 12th 7\ugnst and Gth September la.st. I shall 
only here cpiote the following passage from the 14lh ])aragraph of the last 
despatch, which has reference to Nos. 1, 3. G, 7, 11, and 12 of the above li.st. 
“ They are all conhdential officers of the Raja, and have been so for years, in 
“ the en joyment of large salaries and emoluments, and have eveiy- thing to 
“ lose and notliiug to gain by a change.” 

78. Elojee Mohiteh (No. 37 of my list). This person has made .some impor¬ 
tant disclosures, more especially regarding the missiuii sent to the ex-liaja of 
N'agjiore. He is the brother of Dinkur Row (No. 28 of my list), and the bro¬ 
ther-in-law of Appa Sahib, the ex-llaja of Nagpore. 

79. Bhanjoe Maroek and his two sons (No. 38 of my list). Of the.se, tlie 
son, Abba Mareck, is the most deej)ly ini|)licatcd. lie has confessed, and 
has corroborated in a most remarkable manner, the statement of the two Soo- 
badars of the 23d Regiment, regarding their clandestine interview' with ( Jo- 
vind Row Dewan. 


80. PursliotiuTi, a Brahmin. This person was deputed to Joudporc, and 
has disclosed what he knows regarding that mission. 

81. Vishnoo Kessoo Dewustulcy (No. 40, and the last person in my list,) is 
the maternal uncle of Govind Row Dewan. He was one of the persons who 
advi.sed Girjabaee to present her ]>etition to Government; and in that peti¬ 
tion have originated the imjuirie.s which, among other important results, have 
led to the detection of tlic treasonous intercourse with Goa. 


82. I have now completed the first of my three pro|)osed divisions; and, 
before I proceed to consider and i)oiat out the evidence bearing on the .several 
parts of the case, it may, perha)).s, assist my Colleagues, and the superior 
Authorities by whom these proceedings will be ultimately reecivetl', if I e.x- 
plain briefly the localities where the Goa intrigues were chiefly conducted^ 

1st. Kodawly, where Nago Deorao usually resided w'hen.hc returned 
frora his visits to Goa, is a village about two miles from Sattara. Here 
he used to put up at the house of Morapunt Josee, and from thenoi he 
was in the liabit of visiting Sattara at niglit, for the p( 4 rj)ose of meeting 
the Raja and the agents employed under him. 

2d. The Kurunja-bagh, w'here Herculano halted on the night of his 
arrival at Sattara, is a garden so called, clo.se to Sattara, and belonging to 
the Ram. 

3d. Pallee is a village about fourteen miles south of Sattara, belonging 
to the Raja. 

4th. Renavee is a village about fifty miles south-east of SattaraC and 
belongs to the Raja. Several of the witnesses- state that Nago Deorao 
resided here for the space of a year, whilst the intrigues were in progress. 

Gth. Revensidh is a temple, and its precincts so called, situated t)n a 
hill at a short distance from Renavee. 
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6th. Korgaon is a village about twelve miles south of Sawunt Waree, 
belonging to Goa. 

7th. Pedney is another Pcjrtuguese village, about ten miles south of 
Korgaon. 

8th. Araba, where Raojee Kotenees resided, is about ten miles north of 
Goa, to which it belongs. 

9th. Rybunder and I^anjum arc suburbs of Goa, or more correctly 
speaking, constitute the modern city of that name. The ancient site of 
Goa is I'urther uj) the river, and is nearly deserted by all its former inha¬ 
bitants, except the monks belonging to the convents, 

10th. Suukeshwur, the place which Nago almost invariably visited in 
his journcyings between Sattara and Goa, belongs to the Swamee of that 
name, and was the place of his residence. 

11th. Sawunt Waree, where Nago Deorao died in .luly 1836, belongs 
to a chief so named, and is on the confines of the Goa territories. 

l*2th. Meenij, where Nago Deorao is stated to have met Hercniano a 
few days after liis mission to Sattara, is on the straight road from Sattara 
to Goa, via the Ramghat, which is l.he great entrance into the Dcccan. 
The road by Kolapore leads down the Hiinununt Ghaut, through Sawunt 
W.iree, to Goa. Revendsidh and Sunkeshwur are in the direction of 
Meeruj, which probably induced Nago Deorao and his associates to select 
that route. 

13th. Desh. This term is frequently used by the witnesses, and evi¬ 
dently refers to Sattara, or perhaps to the Deccan. For instance, when 
it is said Nago Deorao returned to the Desh, it is to be understood that 
he |)roceeded in the direction of the Deccan and Sattara. 

83. Having now concluded my observations on the chief persons concerned 
in the Goa intrigue, I have to reiiuest attention to the evidence by which their 
participation in it is established. This important part of the subject is, in a 
great degree, accumplishctl by the summaries already referred to, and my im¬ 
mediate duty will be litth; more than to describe the objects of the .several sum¬ 
maries. In order to avoid confusion w'ith the references in Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans’s rejjort of the 11th November last, 1 have marked these summaries 
AA. 1. to AA. 12. 

84. In the first summary (AA. 1.) is embodied the whole of the oral evi¬ 
dence which has been obtained, to show what was the object and design of 
the Raja of Sattara in establishing and maintaining an intercourse with the 
Government of Goa. The witnesses to this point are; 


1. Hurry Punt Fatuck 

No. 2 of my list. 

2. Raojee Kotenees 

No. 32 

do. 

3. Balkoba Ketkur 

No. 6 

do. 

4. Moro Bullal Josce - 

No. 5 

do. 

5. Narrain Bhutt Chittey 

No. 4 

do. 

6. (iovind Row Dewan 

No. 28 

do. 

7. Wassodeo Shastry 

No. 11 

do. 

8. Dajecba Waud 

No. 7 

do. 

9. Morapunt Putwurdhun 

No. 16 

do. 

10. Purshotum Annunt Gosavee 

No. 39 

do. 

11. AVittul Row Sukharam 

No. 36 

do. 

12. Vishnoo Kessoo Dewustuley 

No. 40 

do. 


85. This subject w'ill be more fully elucidated when I come to remark on 
the documentary evidence ; but if, as 1 decidedly think, credence is due to the 
witnesses in this case generally, there can be no doubt that the object of these 
|)lots was to enter into an oflensive and defensive alliance with Portugal against 
the. British Government, and that, with this design, an agreement was drawn 
up, on the Raja’s part, specifying the conditions under which such alliance 
'.• ould be formed. The principal of these were, that Portugal was to furnish 
.an army for the recovery of the territories which formerly belonged to the 
.^lahfattas; that its expenses were to be defrayed by the Raja; and that, when . 
the^'bject in view bad been accomplished, the Portuguese were to be remu^ 
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aerated in money and territory, and a portion of their army subsidized at sattarA^ 

Sattara. I think it unquestionable that the agents believed that tliose designs I’APBliR. 

were really entertained by their master; but it is not very clear at what time, jMinuie 
and in what manner, the tuhnamah, or agreement, to which they allude, was by the (h)vt>rn4^ 
prepared. That such a document really did exist at an early period of the •'» i«sa. 
intrigue, 1 see no reason to doubt; and that it was taken by Nago Dcorao to 
Goa, and there made use of, seems to me fully proved. There appears to me 
reason, however, for believing that there were various versions of it before it 
took the shape in which it finally appeared. One of the witnesses (No. 11 of 
my li.st'), it will be seen, positively stated, that he himself copied the draft of a 
treaty prepared at Sattara in the Suky year 1749 (A.D. 1827-28); that his 
copy was deposited with the Swamee of Sunkeshwur. The minuteness with 
which this person states from memory fhc different provisions of the instru¬ 
ment c'onveys an impression that he speaks the truth. The treaty, however, 
which he describes differs in several of its ]>ruvisions from that which is now 
before us, and which bearing date on the 14th December 1829, must have 
been framed about two years later, though the general jmrport and leading 
objects of both arc identical. , 

86. From the above details it will be seen that the plans of the Raja were 
sufficiently foolish and exti’avagant. In fact, his best hope of impunity is in 
tlie conviction, which will jirobably be felt by not a few person.^, that no 
rational being could lend his mind to such projects, or ought to be suspected 
of having done so, on any evidence whatsoever. I answer, that wc are not 
bound to piove the reasonableness of the designs in question, but the fact 
of their having been conceived and oherish(‘d; and that, strange as this fact 
may ap|)car, it i.s by no means incredible, or beyond the power of strong and 
I'onsisteiit l<>stimony to establish. 

87. I shall liercaftcr have occasion fully to shew that this prince was, from 
an early period, impressed with the most exaggerated idea of his own claims 
and jirctensious ; that, in jilacc of those gratclul feelings which he might have 
bt'en expected to cherish for the immense benefits conferred on him, he was filli-d 
only with resentment at not having received the yet greater and more valuable 
aihantages to which ho conceived himself entitled; that this sentiment was 
inflamed by tlie notion industriously instilled into him of his having been 
treated with bad faith in the arrangement which jilaeed him on the gadi of 
Sattara; and that, bolstered up by flatterers in these convictions of his conse- 
<|uence and his grievances, he has long been in a state of mind, to which any 
scheme which promised to avenge his wrongs and vindicate hi» dignity would 
lind a ready acce.ss. Even under these impressions, it may seem singular 
enough that he shouhl have indulged the hope of carrying his objects by the 
means on which he appears to have relied; but his extreme ignorance, his 
distempered ambition, and probably also a superstitious reliance on bis des¬ 
tinies, may account for the readiness with which he grasped at a project so 
flattering to his ruling ])assion. 

88. There is also to be noticed one circumstance in abatement of the abso¬ 
lute insanity of his designs, which may not, at first view, attract attention. 

It does not appear to me that he, at any moment from the beginning, con¬ 
templated the accomplishment of his purpose through an alliance with the 
Portuguese single-handed. Even in the draft Treaty of 1827-28, already men¬ 
tioned, it is stipulated that France is to assist in the attempt with fifteen 
battalions. No such article, I admit, is inserted in the Treaty of December 
1829; but it docs not therefore follow that it was not understood among the 
parties to the intrigue that aid was to be derived from some of the great Euro¬ 
pean Powers; and certainly this idea seems to have been often in their 
mouths. I give an instance from the letter of Joseo du Rocha to Nago 
Deorao, merely observing that, whoever the writer may have been, the letter 
•s jiroved to have come out of Nago’s possession. “ Great disturbance prevails 
“ m Europe between three nations, English, French, and Russian, concerning 

. “ tlicir iiiffucnce and interference with the other Cabinets, and hence it' is 

v;. ‘ expected that enmities and war will ensue. It is better, therefore, to have 

2 N “ recQa«4i^-, 
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” recourse to two, to put an end to the third, because the Englishmen i^e 
“ hated and disliked by the other two nations. The Russians are already 
“near Persia; and I would send your worship the Gazette of that place, if 
“ I were not afraid that it would create suspicion.” Much more, to the same 
effect, will be found in paper No. 16 of listE.; but, without dwelling on the 
topic, I shall only add, that the astonishing ignorance which prevails among 
the Natives respecting the political circumstances of Europe renders them an 
easy prey to the most visionary representations of the movements or inten¬ 
tions of the nations in that quarter. 

89. With regard to the Portuguese Authorities of Goa, the utmost that can 
be expected of me is, to shew that their proceedings, extraordinary as it may 
appear, will admit of being accounted for from intelligible motives. That they 
should for one moment have entertained a serious idea of carrying into effect 
the schemes of their native ally, or even of attempting such an object delibe¬ 
rately, it would be monstrous to believe. Very much less than this, however, 
might lead them to give into those schemes ostensibly, and to foment the 
feelings from which they sprang. The Viceroy of Goa having come out by 
the appointment of Don Miguel, and aware of the disfavour with which, at 
one time at least, that Prince was regarded by the British Government and 
people, and not knowing that, amidst the fluctuations of European politics, 
some combination of alliances might not place England in a state of actual 
hostility with his patron, might not think it inexpedient to embrace any self- 
offered opportunity of sowing the seeds of disturbance under the foundations 
of the British power in the East. Hurry Punt Fatuck in his evidence states 
rather a curious communication made to him by Nago, for the veiy purpose of 
explaining the policy of the Goa Government in entering into the intrigue. 
Speaking of Don Miguel, Nago said: “ As there c.\isted hostile feelings 
“ between the British Government and himself from times past, he killed the 
“ British Ambassador, and issued orders to Goa and Dcniaun to the effect ; 
“ Should any of the great inland princes and chiefs make any negotiation, 
“ it should be entertained, and a reference made here. It is of importance to 
“ us to establish an authority over the interior.” I do not think it impossible 
that instructions resembling these should have come out from Portugal, though 
I do not believe that the most daring projector in that country ever really con¬ 
templated the establishment of the Portuguese authority over the possessions 
or dependencies of British India. 

90. When once, however, the secret connexion with Sattara was formed 
motives, other than political, might very possibly maintain, and even .strengthen 
it. Large di.sl)ursemcnts in money and presents were made by the Raja for 
the benefit of his Goa friends, and these solid benefits in hand might induce 
them to listen favourably to promises of future advantage which they knew 
to be utterly visionary. This supposition is, 1 admit, not very honourable 
to the Portuguese party; but, in the discharge of a public duty, I must 
speak without respect of persons. Nor is it necessary to apply the sup¬ 
position to the Viceroy himself. His own motives might be pure, while 
he yielded to the suggestions of attendants whose influence the Sattara 
Government had secured by feeding their cupidity. 

91. On this topic, however, I have to repeat, that I pretend not, nor am 
called on, to divine the real views of the several parties in this extraordi¬ 
nary intrigue. It is enough for me to shew that their conduct, however 
remarkable, is explicable on received principles, and according to the mo¬ 
tives by which human action is known to be but too commonly governed. 


92; I proceed with the summaries of evidence. The second (A A. 2.) 
contains the proofs that salaries were assigned to Nago Deorao and the other 
principal agents employed in the intrigue, and that the amount was paid 
1>y,thc banker, Tcejceram. The lime when these salaries were granted is 
fixed by most of the..witnesses at or about the period when the medical 
officer, Herculano, was sent to Sattara, and his mission is'clearly proved 
to have taken place in June 1891. Discrepancies exist in the statements 
of the witnesses with regard to the amount of the salaries in the aggr® 
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S te, as well as the particular amount assigned to each individual. The 
:t, however, of salaries having been assigned, and of the funds to pay 
them having indirectly proceeded from the Raja, seems to me clearly proved; 
but in what manner they were assigned is not so distinctly established, 
although it may be inferred that the arrangement was concluded by Nago 
Deorao, in personal communication with the Raja. Be this as it may, no 
fewer than four of the persons to whom the salaries were granted have posi¬ 
tively deposed to the fact, namely, Hurry Punt jFatuck, Balkoba Kelkur, 
Narrain Bhutt Chittey, and Morapunt Josee, and their testimony is con¬ 
firmed by that of other witnesses. 

93. In the third summary (AA. 3.), is contained the evidence shewing 
that the expenses of Nago Deorao and his party were defrayed by the Raja 
of Sattara; that a part of the funds for this purpose was fictitiously entered 
in the books of the banker, Teejeeram ; and that, on various occasions, valu¬ 
able presents were made by the Raja, or on his behalf, to Don Manoel, 
the Viceroy of Goa, and to Nago Deorao and his associates. 

94. The evidence on this most essential point is of the most convincing 
nature, and it decisively establishes, as T think, the undermentioned transac¬ 
tions. First, That large sums of money were deposited with the banker, Teejee¬ 
ram, on account of the Goa intrigues; that these sums were principally credited 
to Pandoba Waeed, the third son of Nago Deorao, at that time quite a child, 
and the fictitious names of “Soopajee” and “Doordajee” are intended for 
Rowlojee Naik Khaskur, the Jemadar of horse in the service of the Raja, from 
whom a considerable portion of the sums entered in those names was in fact 
received. 

This is proved by the bankers themselves, by Hurry Punt Fatuck, 
Narrain Bhutt Chittey, and Morapunt Josee, who declare that they them¬ 
selves brought the money from Rowlojee Naik, and by Govind Row 
Dewau. The transactions are also verified, in a remarkable manner, by 
the extracts from the bankers’ books, which, as all will admit, constitute 
evidtmee of the most trustworthy description. They .shew that the total 
amount disbursed was about Rupees 36,000during eight years, the largest 
amount being expanded in the two la.st years 1834-35 and 1835-36, or 
Rupees 8,427,2 and Rupees 11,626 respectively. 

95. Secondly, That the persons by whom the money was deposited were 
in poor and straitened circumstances, which proves that the money 
could not have belonged to themselves, but inust have been obtained 
elsewhere. Of this a remarkable instance, to which I have already adverted, 
is mentioned J)y Govind Row Dewan. He states that all of a sudden Narrain 
Bhutt Chittey became apparently rich, wore fine clothes, and was seen to be 
the associate of the Senaputtee, insomuch that he wms sued in the Adawlut 
by the owner of the house in w’hich he resided, under suspicion of his having 
discovered and possessed himself of treasure concealed by the landlord’s 
ancestors. 

96. Thirdly, That the amount entered in the bankers’ books does not con¬ 
stitute the whole of the Rma’s outlay in forwarding his views at Goa. 

This is stated by Hurry Punt Fatuck and by other witnesses, and is 
prov^ as to various instances (particularly on the occasion of Ilercu- 
lano’s mission) in which the Raja himself, or by his agents, distributed 
money and presents among the persons employed on his behalf, without 
the intervention of any third party. 

97. Fourthly, That in 1828-9 presents of value were made by Nago Deorao, 
on the Raja’s behalf, to the Governor of Goa. 

This is proved by Raojee Kotenees, by Balkoba Kelkur, and by Hurry 
Punt Fatuck, who, although not present, derived his information from 
his son, Nana Fatuck, who accompanied Nago to Goa on the occasion. 
They app,ear to have been made on Nago’s introductory visit to the 
Governor. Raojee Kotenees states that they were worth about Rupees 
1,100; Balkoba Kelkur, about Rupees 2,000. 
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98. Fifthly, Thatj-aboutthe same time, a horse of the value of Rupees 460 
wa.s presented to the Governor. • 

Tills is proved by Raojee Koteneea, Balkoba Kelkur (who states where 
the horse was purchased), and Morapunt Josee, and their evidence is 
corroborated by Aojee and Pattoo, two of Nago’s servants. 

90. Sixthly, That presents were made by Nago to the Moordoino, or steward, 
of the Viceroy, where he was introduced by Herculano. 

This (ihiefly rests on the evidence of Raojee Kotenees; some of the 
servants of Nago likewise deposing to a horse having been presented. 

100. Seventhly, That, in .June 1831, expensive presents were made by the 
Raja him.self, in person, to Hereulano and to Nago and his associates. 

Almost all the witnesses deposed to this highly important fact, namely, 
Tcejcerani, Dajceba Waeed, Hurry Punt Fatuck, Balkoba Kelkur, Raojee 
Kotenees, Morapunt Josee, Wassodeo Shastry, and NarrainBhuttChittey; 
and their evidence is corroborated, in a most remarkable manner, in the 
bankers’ books, the value of the presents given to Hurry Punt Fatuck, 
his son Nana Fatuck, Narrain Bhutt Chittey, and Nago Ileorao, being in 
the books credited to those persons respectively. 

101. Eighthly, That, in December 1832, the sum of Rupees 2,500 was paid 
by the Senaputtee to Balkoba Kelkur and Morapunt Jo.sec, on Nago Deorao’s 
account, to enable him to discharge a debt he had incurred. 

This is proved in the bankers’ books, and by the evidence of tlie two 
persons who received the money, and by that of Narrain Bhutt Chittey, 
who was present when it was paid, and the circumstances attending 
the gift are very minutely and consistently narrated. 

102. Ninthly, That, in 1835, a sum of money was granted by the Raja to 
Raojee Kotenees, to enable him to defray the expenses of his daugliter’s wedding. 

A slight discrepancy exists as to the amount of this gift in tlie state¬ 
ments of the witnesses, it being variously stated at 1,500, 1,700, and 
1,800 rupees. That a largess, however, was bestowed, is dcpo.sed to 
by Raojee Kotenees himself, and by Hurry Punt. Fatuck, Balkoba, and 
Morapunt Josee. 

103. Tenthly, That presents were made to Don Manoel, Governor of Goa, 
in Se))tember 1835, on the occasjon of the mission, on the part of the Raja, of 
a person named Mahdeo Row Sirkey. 

This is deposed to by Raojee Kotenee.s, Balkoba Kelkur, and Narrain 
Bhutt Chittey, w'ho were all more or less concerned in the mission 
alluded to. 

104. Eleventhly, That a diamond ring was given by the Raja for the 
purpose of being presented to Don Manoe! on his departure for Eiiro)ie ; but 
that, on Raojee Kotenees observing, at a personal conference with the Raja, that 
it was not ot sufficient value for such a purpose, the Kotenees was instructed 
to retain it for himself. 

Ihis^ Uansaetion is proved by Teejeeram, Dajceba Waeed, by Hurry 
Punt Fatuck, by Narrain Bhutt Chittey, and lastly, by Raojee Kotenees 
himself. 

105. Twelfthly, That, in 1835-36, Nago Deorao received about Rupees 8,000, 

^ some of the witnesses state, on account of parting presents to be made to 
Don Manoel; or, as others state, to defray the expenses of sending with the 
Governor an agent, on the Raja’s behalf, to Europe. 

• This transaction is deposed to by no fewer than ten witnesses, hainely. 
by the bankers Teejeeram and Bhugwan, by Hurry Punt Fatuck, Raojee 
Kotenees, Balkoba Kelkur, Morapunt Josee, Kesovv Buchecrow, Dajecba 

_ Waeed, and by two ol Nago Deorao’s servants, Sukhojee and Hybuttee. 
Ihe above sum is stated to have been expended in defraying some ol 
Nago s expenses at Sattara, in cloths which he intended to take with 
lo Goa, and in purchasing hoondccs from Teejeeram for Rupees 4,000. 
Whilst on his journey to Goa, one of the bullocks laden with his baggage 
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was plundered, and a part of the cloths and the hoondecs were carried 
off, and duplicates of IJie latter were obtained in January or February 
1836. There is, at first sight, a slight confusion in the statements of the 
witnesses with regard to the person to whom these duplicates were given ; 
this, however, is satisfactorily accounted for, in my mind, by the circum¬ 
stance that both persons named by them were really sent by Naga to 
obtain duplicates. Dajeeba Waeed was sent in the first instance, but 
Teejceram refused them to him; then Balkoba Kelkur was sent on the 
same errand, and to him the duplicates were entrusted; and these 
circumstances are confirmed, in part, by a letter addressed to Nago Deorao 
on the subject by Teejceram. On the whole, I am of opinion that there 
is no part of these proceedings so clearly proved as the receipt by Nago 
of a large sura of money, towards the end of 1835, for the purposes of 
the Goa intrigue, though it is not clearly shewn how the money was 
finally disposed of, or that it ever reached the Governor of Goa, or that it 
was expended in the manner originally intended. The robbery commit¬ 
ted on Nago, however, may perhaps help to account for this circumstance. 

106. Thirteenthly, That, in July 1836, Rupees 960 were paid by the Sena- 
puttee to Raqjee Kotenees and Narrain Bhutt Chittey. 

This rests on the evidence of Raojee Kotenees, corroborated, but not 
until he was cross-examined on the point, by Narrain Bhutt Chittey. 
It is, however, in some degree confirmed by the proved fact (of which 
more hereafter) that the purpose for which it was given, namely, to 
defray the expenses of the parties on a proposed journey to Demaun to 
meet Ilerculano, was really contemplated. 

107. Fourteenthly, That, in addition to the specific instances above noticed. 
])rcsents iu cash and in kind were bestowed by the Raja, the Senaputtce, and 
Dinkur Row, at the different meetings which took place between them and 
the agents employed, and on other occasions of minor importance. 

108. The summary (AA. 4.) contains evidence to shew that certain articles 
were sent as presents from floa, and how they were disposed of. 

I do not attach much importance to this branch of the inquiry; for 
the articles alluded to were few and of inconsiderable value, and it may 
even be doubted whether the chief of them were not articles commis¬ 
sioned by Govind Row Dew'au, although Raojee Kotenees afterwards 
refused to accept payment for them. It is not established that any of 
the articles reached the Raja : for we cannot trust Dajeeba Waeed’s 
unsupported testimony, founded on hearsay, that two of the peacock- 
feather fans were presented to his Highness. 
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109. The summary (AA. 5.) relates to Nago Deorao’s intercourse with the 
Raja of Sattara, and the different interviews and conferences which occurred 
between them. 

From the evidence of some of the other agents employed, and of some 
of the servants of Nago himself, I think it fully proved that an inter¬ 
course existed between that person and the Raja, and that various inter¬ 
views between them took place. It is obvious that Nago, though he 
seems to have been previously known to the Raja, was first recommended 
to his service and confidence by the Swamee of Sunkcsliwur, about the 
time of the celebrated Jatra held at Nassick in 1825. It is not clearly 
elicited what was the nature of the authority vested in Nago; but his 
relation, Dajeeba, says that he became the Vakeel between the Goakur 
and the Maharaj, and agreements were concluded. In particular, one 
of Nago's interviews with the Raja, in April 1835, is fully proved by 
several persons who were present and took part in the conferences. The 
witnesses nearly agree in the object of this meeting, which took place 
apparently in consequence of the news that Don Mauoel was about to 
leave India. Nago had proceeded to meet the Governor, then at*Vin- 
gorla, and on his return to Sattara the interview took place, when he 
delivered a letter which he had obtained from the Governor. . This visit 
is proved by Hurry Punt Fatuck and Raojee Kotenees, who were present, 
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and their testimony is confirmed by Narrain Bhutt Chittey, Dajeeba 
Waeed, and Balkoba Kelkur, who states tifat, on the occasion, he went 
with Nago as far as Teejeeram’s shop. All these witnesses concur gene¬ 
rally in stating who were present at the interview. Hurry Punt Fatuck 
specifies five distinct occasions when Nago visited the Raja in fur¬ 
therance of the Goa intrigues. The servants of Nago, named Sunjeewun, 
Aojee. Venkuppa, Pattoo Hybuttee, and Khundoo, also depose to their 
master’s having visited the Raja on various occasions, and for the most 
part at night; and Govind Row Dewan states that, on one occasion, he 
went as usual to the Raja’s palace at night and was denied admit¬ 
tance, and that, when he was about to retire, he met a party proceed¬ 
ing to visit the Raja, who, he was afterwards informed by Narrain Bhutt 
Chittey, were some of the persons engaged in the Goa affair. This 
branch of my minute will be further illustrated by those which follow. 

no. The summary (A A. 6.) relates to Nago Deorao’s intercourse with (5oa, 
and his various interviews with the Governor Don Manoel. The evidence 
on this head has been derived, first, Irom six of the servants of Nago who 
were in attendance on him during his numerous visits to Goa ; and secondly, 
from Raqjee Kotenees and others of the party who accompanied him. 

111. The servant Sunjeewun deposes to various visits made by Nago to 
Goa, and states that the first occurred ten years ago. Aojee accompanied 
Nago to Araba, and was with him for six months in the Goa district. They 
then returned to Sattara, and again came to Araba. Nago visited Don 
Manoel, and the servant went wdth him, as he tended bis horse. Venkuppa 
states, that after the Swamee had introduced Nago to the Raja of Sattara, 
he proceeded with Nago to Araba and Goa. Nago visited the Raja at Goa, 
remaining a few days at Rybunder. In May or .June 1S33, Nago having 
visited Sunkcshwur came again to Araba; from thence he used to visit Don 
Manoel and Herculano. He afterwards went to Sattara, and again returned 
to Araba. Hybuttee was with Nago at Rybunder, and went with him on 
his first visit to the Governor; he remained below, and Nago atul his party 
went up stairs. He heard of two other occasions of Nago having visited the 
Governor. Pattoo went with Nago to Goa and accompanied him on a visit 
to the Governor. Nago also visited Erculan. This last witness also refers 
to other visits to the Governor, one of which occurred after Erculau’s mission 
to Sattara, when he accompanied him to the door. Nago generally went alone, 
and was met by the Raja, Kotenees, and Erculan. Khundojee accompanied 
him to Korgaon and Araba, from whence, with Balkoba Kelkur and Mora- 
punt .losee, he proceeded to Rybunder. He used to accompany him to the 
Governor’s palace. On one or two occasions Raojee Kotenees was with him ; 
Dajecjha once, and Morapunt Josee likewise. Dajeeba Waeed met Nago 
at Goa in November 1832 and in April 1834. In .Tanuary 1835, he went with 
him to the Governor, whom he frequently visited. Nago also visited the 
Governor when he was residing at Vingorla, after having been .superseded by 
the “ Perea Christian from Portugal,” and obtained a letter from him, which 
he brought to Sattara in April 1835. Kesow Bucheerow was with Nago at 
Araba and Rybunder. Morapunt .Tosee accompanied Nago to Araba and 
Rybunder after Erculan’s mission; Nago with Raojee Kotenees visited Don 
Manoel; some of the party accompanied him, but remained in the room of 
the Major-Domo. Narrain Bhutt Chittey accompanied Nana Fatuck to Araba 
towards the end of 182.9, and lodged with Raojee Kotenees, proceeded to Goa, 
and resided for six weeks with Nago Deorao. Nago used to visit the Gover¬ 
nor at Panjum. In 1833-4 he was deputed to Goa by the Raja of Sattara, 
to ascfirtain how affairs were progressing, and remained there two months, 
when Nago directed him to return and inform the Raja that the business 
would be soon eftected, which he did accordingly, Raojee Kotenees thus 
describes the mode in which Nago’s visits to the Governor were effected. He 
first went to the Moordomo, and delivered to him any letters he had, and 
asked for an audience. The Moordomo the ninforraed the Governor ; and, if 
leave was. granted, conducted Nago into the Governor’s writing-room, when 
the Governor exchanged compliments with the Raja. This witness states, 
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that he accompani^ Nago to the Governor four or five times, face to face. 
On his first visit to Goa, Nago only visited Erculan. On his second, he came 
with Nana Fatuck, and after having been acknowledged by the Swaniee as his 
confidential agent, was conducted to Rybunder, introduced by Erculan to the 
Major-Domo, and a few days after to the Viceroy. Nago said he had come to 
communicate the att’air of the Swamee and of the Raja of Sattara; and the 
Viceroy ordered him to commit what he had to propose in writing. Nago 
afterwards explained that 25,000 Europeans were required, and they should 
be paid for and subsidized. After Erculan’s mission, Nago came and resided 
at Rybunder. The mission of Nana Fatuck to Goa, in company with Nago, 
is confirmed by the evidence of his father. Hurry Punt Fatuck. 

112. The intercourse which took place between Nago Deorao and Don 
Manoel is thus most clearly proved, though our information of what occurred 
at the numerous meetings held between them is scanty and deficient. This, 
however, is not of much moment, because the objects of these meetings are 
fully developed by the papers of Nago that have come into our posse-ssion. 
Raojee Kotenees is the only one of the witnesses who could afford ^ood iufoniia- 
tion of what occurred at these interviews; but I have no doubt, for the reason 
assigned by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, that he has suppressed much of his 
knowledge on the subject. 

113. I will only add, that with regard to the general fact of the visits of 
Nago to Goa, and of his having been in the pay of the Raja of Sattara, the 
evidence of Morapunt .Tosce before Mr. Spooner at Rutnaghcery is wortliy of 
notice. The witness did not, indeed, disclose so much on that occasion as 
he afterwards disclosed, when examined by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans at 
Sattara; but T think it important to mark his evidence in the former case, 
because it adds to the information derived from sources independent of the 
.Sattara inquiry. “ Nago Deorao,” he says, “ is my brother-in-law. Ho 
“ was in the habit of visiting the Goa territories, and acted as the agent of 
“ the Siinker Acharya. In January 1836 1 accompanied him to Araba, via 
“ Rumghut, when a robbery occurred (the particulars of which witness details). 
“ Nago was in affluent circumstances. He got some money from Sattara, 
•' from Teejeeram, through whom, I heard, it Avas remitted by his Highness 
“ the Raja of Sattara: he also got some from the Swamee.” (See Mr. 
Spooner’s Letter to Government, dated the Cth October 1837.) 

114. The summary (AA. 7.) exclu.sively relates to the evidence which has 
been obtained in elucidation of the proceedings of Raojee Kotenees, of the 
village of Araba. Mr. Willoughby has properly devoted a .separate summary 
to this person, not only on account of the conspicuous part which he took in 
the Goa intrigues, but likewise because his proceedings deeply implicate the 
Raja of Sattara. 

115. Raojee Kotenees himself states, that he went with Nago Deorao four 
or five times to visit the Governor of Goa, face to face, and that he had five 
different interviews at night with the Raja, namely : 

1st. When Erculan was introduced, on which occasion a letter was 
delivered to the Raja. Seven persons were present at this interview; 
namely, the Raja, the Senaputtee, Dinkur Row, Rowlojee Naik, Hurry 
Punt Fatuck, Erculan, and himself. 

2d. On another occasion, when Nago Deorao and all the above persons 
were present, except Erculan. 

3d. On a third occasion, when the Raja, Rowlojee Naik, Hurry Punt, 
Dinkur Row, and Narrain Bhutt were present. These two interviesvs 
occurred on his second visit to Sattara. 

4th. In 1836, at the house of Diukur Row, when the Raja, Dinkur 
Row, and Rowlojee Naik were present. 

5th. In the same year, at the Raja’s palace, v/hen the Raja, the Se- 
naputtec, Dinkur Row, Rowlojee Naik, Hurry Punt, and Narraiu Bhutt 
were present. 

The cliief object of the two last intervisw.s was evidently to obtain money, 
^ago Deorao having left Sattara with a large sum, without making arrange- 
. , ment 


sattara 

PAPERS. 

MinuU; 

by tlie Governory 
5 May 18:i8. 



144 OF THE 

mt'nt for payment to Raojee of wliat he considered due |(or his services. He, 
on this occasion, remained at Sattara twenty days, during which he> visited 
the houses of Govind Row Dewaji and the Senaputtee. To the fifth of the 
above interviews he was conducted by Rowlojee Naik, and the Raja inquired 
whether the Governor of Goa had departed, and for Nago and Erculati. 
Raojee Kotenees further explains how he first became acquainted with Nago, 
his being retained to aid him in his project at Goa, on a salary of Rupees 600 
per annum, and Nago’s coming to Goa in company with Nana Fatuck, and 
delivering a letter in a bag to Don Manoel. 

116. The above evidence is strongly supported by that of other witnesses. 
The servant, Pattoo, deposes that he himself accompanied Raojee to Sattara 
when Ercuian proceeded to that place; and SeeKhojee, another servant, 
.states that Raojee was at Sattara in company with Nago. The bankers, 
Teejeerara and Bhugwan, also state that he came to Sattara in July 18S6; 
and Govind Row Dewan, that he came there two or three times, and on one 
occasion dined with him at his house. Balkoba Kelkur confirms the accounfof 
tlie two last meetings with the Raja, and states that he received Rupees 1,600 
for Ins daughter’s marriage, and a diamond ring. Hurry Punt Fatuck deposes 
that Raojee twice visited the Senaputtee, and that he himself was present 
at the third interview with the Raja, on which occasion Raojee informed the 
Raja that “ no answer to the yads had come from Portugal.” He likewise 
alludes to the fourth interview at the house of Dinkur Row. Lastly, Narrain 
Bhutt Chittey deposes to an interview in March 1835, and to one in April, 
when Raojee obtained Rupees 1,500, on which occasion he communicated to 
the Raja some instructions from Don Manoel which had been committed to 
writing. This witness accompanied Raojee from Goa to Sattara in July 
1836, and confirms the fact of the two meetings with the Raja about that 
time, one being held at Dinkur Row’s and the other at the palace, at which 
he himself was present. I do not think that, supported by such evidence, 
the slightest doubt can be entertained of the nature of the communications 
held by Raojee Kotenees with the Raja; and I shall only further obserA'c, 
that the two last meetings between the parties happened about the very time 
when, through other agents, the Raja was engaged in tampering with the 
Native officers of the 23d Regiment. 

117. The summary (A A. 8.) relates to what may be regarded as the most 
important of all the events connected with the Goa intrigue, namely, the 
mission of a Portuguese, named Herculano, from Goa to Sattara in June 1831, 
and his introduction at night to the Raja. 

118. The accounts of this mission most to be relied on are contained in the 
depositions of Hurry Punt Fhtuck and Raojee Kotenees, both of whom were 
actually present at the interview between the Raja and the emissary. The 
first states that the mission originated when his son, Nana Fatuck, went to Goa 
with Nago Deorao. The selection of Herculano for the purpose was very natural, 
because it was this person who first introduced Nago Deorao to the Governor 
of Goa. It was to remove the suspicions respecting the truth of Nago’s pre¬ 
tensions which this person and Raojee entertained, that the mission was under¬ 
taken. Nana Fatuck came to Sattara and communicated these suspicions to 
his father, who communicated them to the Raja, who, without any hesitation, 
appears to have consented to the mission. Herculano and Raojee were accord¬ 
ingly conducted to Sattara, the former putting up in a garden belonging to the 
Raja, called Kurunja, the latter in the house of Hurry Punt. In the same night 
Rowlojee Naik conducted Herculano, Raojee Kotenees, and Hurry Punt 
Fatupk (the deponent) to the palace, where they had an interview with the 
Raja, the Senaputtee and Dinkur Row being present. Herculano delivered 
a letter from the Governor, intimating that, according to invitation, he had 
been deputed, and Raojee Kotenees inquired, “Is Nago Deorao of the Sirkar’s.^” 
to which the Raja replied, “ lie is ours : whatever he may have spoken was 
“ spoken by ourselves, and whatever money he may hav«\ promised was 
“ promised by ourselves. In what time will our business be cftcctcd?” 
Herculano replied, “Within three years.” After this the rest were dismissed 
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with valuable presents.* Nago Deorao was not present at the interview, but 
arrived at Sattara a few days afterwards. 

119. Raojee Kotenccs corroborates the al»ove statement in most particulars. 
He says, that Nago himself proposed the mission to dispel the suspicion above 
alluded to; that'at Herculano’s request he accompanied him to Sattara; 
describes how the different persons concerned travelled and arrived at Sattara. 
ITerculano remained outside the town, but he (Raojee) put up at Hurry l^unt’s 
house. Rowlojee Naik conducted the party to the palace. His account of the 
persons jiresent at the interview, of the conversation which occurred, and of 
their being dismissed with presents, does not materially vary from the pre¬ 
ceding statement. Finally, he stales, that Nago was not himself present, but 
that he met him at Kodawly, and that Nago met Herculano at MeeruJ 
shortly afterwards. 
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120. The testimony of Narrain Bhutt Chittey is next in importance. This 
[tcvson was with .Nana Fatuck and Nag(» Deorao at Goa when the mission was 
proposed. He corroborates the two preceding witnesses in regard to the 
cause of the mission. He accompanied Nana Fatuck to Sattara when he went 
and obtained the Raja’s assent to the mission. Tie states, that when Nana 
h’atuck went to conduct the mis.sion to Sattara, he was informed that Hercu¬ 
lano was not there, but that he would be sent when he returned; which state¬ 
ment, as I shall hereafter shew, is confirmed by the documentary evidence in 
this case. He confirms the statement, that whilst the mission w'as on its way 
to Sattara, the deponent met it at Pallee; and also, that Raojee Kotenecs put 
up at Hurry I’uiit’s, and Herculano at Kurunja. On the night of his arrival, 
Herculano came to Hurry Punt's house, when Rowlojee Naik came and con¬ 
ducted the mission to the palace. He stales, that he did not go himself; bnt 
that Hurry I’unt informed him that Herculano had delivered a letter, and that 
presents had liecn given by the Raja, and among them a gold bangle for him 
(the deponent), the value of which is credited in Teejeerarn’s accounts, under 
date the Iffth .lune J83J. I'inally, he states, that Herculano left Sattara the 
next day, llaojce Kotenees four or five days after, and that Nago Deorao 
arrived at Sattara at the end of June, and put nj) with Hurry Punt. 


121. Balkoba Kclkur corroborates many of the above particulars, and states, 
that he was at Goa when the mission set out in three parties by three different 
roads, he (the dejionent) accompanying Nago. He further states, that Hercu¬ 
lano left Kurunja, where he had put up, in anger, and that he was sent after 
him, and brought him back. He corroborates the fact of the party having met 
at Hurry Punt’s house, and of their being conducted by Rowlojee Naik to 
the palace. He remained behind, but saw the party depart and return. Hurry 
Punt bringing with him some gold chains, which he said had been given him 
by the Raja. This witness, in the first instance, stated that Nago Deorao was 
of the party; but afterwards corrected himself, and said, that Nago did 
not arrive until the day after the interview had taken place. To what cause 
it was owing that Nago, who had set out with this witness from Goa, did not 
reach Sattara at the same time, is not explained. 1 do not, however, think 
the circumstances material. Nago might easily stop for anight at Renavec, 
Kodawly, or elsewhere ; and as the introduction of Erculau to the Raja was 
precipitated by the impatience of the former, the absence of Nago on the 
occasion is not very surprising. 

122. The evidence of Dajeeba Waeed on this point is of little value ; for, as 
he had not, at the time of the mission, joined actively in the plots, he could 
speak only from hearsay. He .states, that the mission originated with the 
liaja, after the t/ac/ of stipulations had been framed, and that the Raja visited 
Herculano previously to the interview at the palace. The same disqualification 
applies to the evidence of Wassodeo Sha.stry, who does not even know, the 
name of Herculano, but states, from hearsay, that a person who was called 
Moosafit cameffrom Goa to Sattara, and put up in the Kurunjabagh. The 
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witnesses, Morapunt Josee and Kasee Punt Bundcray, merely allude to the 
mission ; the latter adding that presents were given. 

123. No fewer than seven of Nago’s servants allude to the mission, and their 
evidence I regard as important; for they can have no object in alluding to the 
event if it had not really occurred. 

Sunjeewun state.s, that he had heard that Irkool Christian, Raojee 
Kotenees, and Nago, had come from Goa to Sattara on the part of the 
Governor. ■ 

Aqjee gives a description of Irkool, and states that, after the meeting 
with the Raja, Nago met him at Meeruj. 

Venkuppa, that Nago brought Irkool to Sattara, although they did not 
come by the same route ; that Irkool remained at Sattara one night, and 
afterwards met Nago at Meeruj. 

Sukhojec, that he heard from his fellow-seia'antsof the coming of Irkool 
to Sattara, and of the meeting at Meeruj. 

Hybuttee gives a description of Irkool, and deposes to the meeting at 
Meeruj. 

I'attoo says, that Irkool came in a dooly with twelve Goa bearers, 
lodged at night in the veranda of Hurry Punt’s house. He and Nago and 
others went out at night, but he does not know where; they returned at 
dawn. Raojee Kotenees came to Sattara on the same occasion; saw Ir¬ 
kool at Hurry Punt’s house with his own eyes. Nago afterwards met 
him at Meeruj. Ueponeut accompanied Raojee Kotenees from Goa. 
Corrects himself, and states that Nago arrived three or four days after 
Irkool. 

Tecjecram, the banker, also deposes to the fact of Herculano’s mission, 
and states that he travelled in a dooly having Christian bearers. 

J24. Such is the nature of the evidence by which the mission of Herculano 
is supported. 1 have been unable, to detect any thing like the appearance of 
concert among the witnesses : they all agree in essential points, although thev 
differ slightly in details. I feel no doubt that even Wa.ssodco Shastry refeis 
to the same mission as tin; other witnesses. He sj)caks, however, from hear¬ 
say merely, and “Moosafit” may have been a term of general application to 
foreigners, or it may be the corruption of the name of some I’ortugucsc in the 
service of the Peishwa or of Bapoo Gokla. With regard to the contradiction 
among the witne.sses in respect to IJconio, as connected with this mi.ssion, it 
may easily, 1 think, be accounted for. The statement of Raojee Kotenees, 
corroborated by those of Hurry Punt Fatuck, and Narrain Bhutt Chittey, 
that Nago was not present but arrived a very few days afterwards, is no doubt 
correct. Balkoba Kelkur himself corrected the mistake, and Dajeeba Waeed 
did not become one of the Mundullee, or party, until long after the mission. 
The mistake is, however, more apparent than real. It was one very likely to 
occur, moreover ; for it is clearly established that Nago left Goa with the mi.s- 
sion, that he was with Raojee on the road when he was on the journey to 
Sattara, that Raojee again met him after the interview at Kodawly, a village 
close to Sattara, and that they again met at Meeruj, Herculano being present. 
It was this, we may suppose, which occa.sioned confusion in the minds of some 
of the witne.sses ; and in such a mass of evidence, extending over a period of 
so many years, it is matter of surprise that contradictions are not more fre¬ 
quently to be detected. 

125. The summary (AA.9.) relates to an event which is almost of equal 
importance as the one just disposed of, namely, the mission to Goa, on the 
part of the Raja, of a person named MahdeoRow Sirkey, and his introduction 
to Don Manoel, in September 1835. This mission is, I think, clearly esta¬ 
blished, thougli I do not think that the witnesses have fairly spoken out 
regarding what occurred at the interview with Don Manoel. It occurred at 
Pahjum, alter the Governor had relanded from the ship in which he had em¬ 
barked at Vingorla. Mahdeo Row Sirkey had just entered in^o the service of 
the Raja, to whom, according to one of the w'itne.s.ses, he was related. He 
rlicd a short time after his mission to Goa. j 

126. Hurrl^r 
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126. Hurry Punt Fatuck Mates, that the Raja directed him to effect the 
introduction, and he proposed to send Narrain Bhutt Chittey on this duty, 
but Narrain fell sick, and could not go. The Sirkey proceeded to Waree, and 
was met by Nago Deorao and Raojee Kotenees. Morapunt Josee was sent for 
the Sirkey, who was taken to Rybunder, and introduced to Don Manoel by 
Nago, Raojee Kotenees, and Erculan. Narrain Bhutt Chittey confirms the 
preceding witness as to the share which he (the Chittey) took in the transac¬ 
tion, and adds, that, after the interview, Nago returned to Sattara, and obtained 
the sum of 8,000 ru|)ces, alluded to in another part of this minute. Raojee 
Kotenees, after alluding to Don Manoel’s embarkation at Vingorla and his sub¬ 
sequent return to Panjum, states, that in September 1835, Nago and nimself 
proceeded to Rybunder, taking with them a gope, a chundurbur, a pair of 
shawls, and other cloths, which had been received from Rowlojee Naik. 
With these he conducted the Sirkey to Rybunder, and introduced him to the 
Major-Domo, as a relation of the Raja, ob.scrviug, “ As you are proceeding to 
“ Portugal, the friendship .should not be forgotten; he has been deputed to 
“ mention this.” The Sirkey was tlien taken upstairs and introduced to Don 
Manoel, who said, that he intended to embark in about two months, and sent 
his best salaams. It is very probable that the Kotenees was present at the in¬ 
terview ; but lie states that he remained in the steward’s room, and learned 
from Nago what had taken place. 

127. Morapunt .Tosce confirms the preceding witnesses, as to the fact of 
his having been sent to Waree to conduct the Sirkey to Rybunder, and the 
subsequent introduction of the Sirkey to Don Manoel at Panjum. The depo¬ 
nent remained in the Major-Domo’s room, the rest with Gopal Row, inter¬ 
preter, going up stairs, the Major-Domo having preceded them. 

128. Baikoba Kclkiir .states, that the Sirkey arrived at Rybunder on the 
2d September 1835, on the part of the Maharaj ; Morapunt.Iosee had been 
sent to call him. In company with Nago Deorao and Jtaojee Kotenees he was 
introduced to Don Manoel, to whom presents were made. 

129. Dajeeba W^aced states, that in April 1835, Nago brought and delivered 
a letter to the Raja from Don Manoel. After the Governor had embarked at 
Vingorla, and had relandcd at Panjum, Nago brought a letter from him to the 
Sirkej% who was taken to Rybunder, and introduced to the Governor, to whom 
presents were given. In October or November 1835, Nago brought a letter 
to the Raja from Don Manoel regarding the Sirkey’s mission, and obtained 
8,000 rupees, “as a parting present from Don Manoel” and for other ex¬ 
penses. 

130. Govind Row Dewan states, tiiat the Sirkey was in the Raja’s service; 
that about three years ago he left Sattara for Waree, when it w'as reported, 
“ He is going to Goa on the part of the Maharaj.” The witness questioned 
Narrain Bhutt Chittey, who informed him that such was the case, and that 
the Sirkey was deputed to inquire whether what Nago and others reported 
were true or false. 

131. From the above detail it will, I think, be admitted that, though some 
slight variations occur in the evidence, it is in general consistent and conclu¬ 
sive, and’ establishes the fact, that, as the representative of the Raja, IMahdeo 
Row Sirkey visited Goa, met Don Manoel, and made some presents to that 
j>er.son. 

132. The next summary (AA. 10.), contains evidence regarding a design, on 
the part of the Raja, to send an agent with Don Manoel to Portugal. 

• 

133. Hurry Punt Fatuck, after having alluded to the mission of Mahdeo 
Row Sirkey, states, that Nago Deorao returned and informed the Raja, that 
the Governor of Goa wished an agent on his Highness’s part to accompany 
him, and that then the business would be effected. On this account 8,000 
rupees were gjven, and it was proposed to send Herculano. 

134. Raojee Kotenees .states, that in his interview with the RajainMarch 183-5, 
he was asked whether Erculan w'ould go. He said that he did not know ; 

but 
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but Nago answered in the affirmative. At another interview the Raja ob¬ 
served, “ Now there is no busines.s at Goa. When the Viceroy goes, Erculan 
“ will go, or some one else should be sent.” The following day "the witness .met 
Nago at Kodawly, and told him to go and arrange quickly for sendixig a 
person. On the occasion of his interview with the Raja at Dinkur Row’s 
house, his Highness again inquired if any one had been, sent; and at bis final 
interview at the palace, the Raja directed that Erculan should be sent with 
any companions of the Viceroy’s who might have remained behind, provided 
he was inclined to go. The witness said, he would inform Erculan, who was 
then ali Demaun ; when Narrain Bhutt observed, that he intended to go to 
Demaun; and the Raja said, “ Go, and send off Erculan.” After this the 
Raja retired, and the Senaputtee then gave 300 rupees to deponent, and 650 
to ^Narrain Bhutt, of which 500 were intended for Erculan, 

135. Narrain Bhutt Chittey .states, that he was infonned by Hurry Punt, 
that the 8,000 rupees were paid to Nago “ to meet the expenses of .sending a 
“ person with Don Manoel to Portugaland confirms the account given by 
Raojec Kotenees of what occurred at the interview wdth the Raja when the sum 
of 050 rupees was bestowed ; adding, that himself and Raojee went to 
Bombay with the intention of proceeding to Demaun and .sending oil’ Erculan, 
but that, on their arrival there, they wTote requesting him to meet them in 
Bombay, and received a reply a.sking them to come to Demaun. 

136. The important circumstance mentioned by the last \yitness is proved 
in the documentary evidence; and I think it pretty clearly c.stablished, that 
at one time the Raja really did entertain the idea of deputing an agent to 
Portugal, though the measure was never carried into effect, among other 
reasons, perhaps, because the attempt on the fidelity of the Soobadars was 
detected. 

137. Summary (AA. 11.) contains evidence to shew, that an epi.stolary 
correspondence was maintained betwetai the Raja ol Sattara and Don iVIanoel, 
Governor of Goa. This important branch of the incjuiry will, of course, be 
more fully elucidated when I come to consider the documentary evidence : 
but it must be obvious, that if it can be proved that letters w’cre interchanged 
betw'een the parties, one link is sup])licd towards proof of the truth and authen¬ 
ticity ol'so many of such letters, purporting to be between the parties, as have 
come into our possession. 

138. With regard to the letters purporting to have been addressed by the 
Raja to Don Manoel, it is proved in evidence that these were not invariably 
submitted ior his llighne.ss’s ai)prova], but that Nago prepared such drafts as 
he thought proper, sealed them, and dclivert:d them as ])roceeding from his 
master. There is not a single instance proved of any letter having actually 
been written at Sattara with the cognizance of the Raja, and we are left to 
conjecture what was the nature of the powers delegated to Nago; were it not, 
therefore, for the abundant evidence obtained of the connection which existed 
between the Raja and Nago, and for the fact, clearly proved, that the Raja 
received letters from Don Manoel alluding to letters wliich the latter had re¬ 
ceived, purporting to proceed from the Raja, I should say that the corres¬ 
pondence of the Raja with Don Manoel woqld be doubtful, and that we might 
infer that the letters written in his name might not have been authorized on 
his part. The evidence on this head may be summed up as follows : 

139. Dajeeba Waeed states, that previously to his becoming connected with 
these intrigues, Don Manoel wrote letters to the Raja, and that afterwards he 
saw two letters from the Governor, sealed in bags, the contents of which were 
unknown to him. These letters used to be accompanied by Mahratta tmnsla- 
tions prepared by “ Sukharam Kasmutt Goakur, the Dhobhasee Chitnavees,” 
put up with the Portuguese versions. Nago brought one of them from Vingorla 
in April 1835, and another in October or Ndvember 1835, regarding the 
mission of the Sirkey. Both were delivered to the Raja; and, on the last 
osieasion. the witness went with Nago as far as the palace. Morapimt Josee 
states, that on one occasion Don Manoel gave a letter to Nago, which Ba- 



lumbhut and himself brougM to Sattara, and delivered to the Raja in the 
presence of several persons^honi he names. It was in Portuguese and 
Mahratta, and was as follows :—“ You sent out of friendship. There is much 
“ pleasure after communicating with the Houzoor (Portugal). The matter 
“ about continuing. a constant friendly intercourse with you will be replied 
“ to, according to the answer which may be received.” He can state the 
contents, because he was near when the Maharaj read the Mahratta version 
of the letter. Hurry Punt Fatuck states, that at the interview between the 
Raja and Erculano, the latter delivered a letter from Don Manoel, intimating 
that Erculano had been sent according to invitation. It was in a bag and 
the Raja read it, one leaf being in J’ortuguese and the other in Mahratta. 
In 1835-6 Nago in his presence delivered to the Raja another letter from the 
Governor, and Nago informed him, that when he came to Sattara to ask how 
the articles of agreement were to be drawn up, he brought a letter. Raojee 
Kotences confirms the statement, that Erculan, on his introduction to the Raja, 
delivered a letter from Don Manoel. 

140. Dajeeba Waeed states, that he does not know of any letter sent by 
the Raja from Sattara to Goa. Nago was appointed his Highness’s agent with 
full powers, and by the Raja’s order-s used to write letters and deliver them. 
In January 1835, Nago made the witness write one to Don Manoel, as if 
from the Raja, regarding the nuptials of Gojra Saheb, the Raja’s daugliter. 
llalkoba Kelkur states, that he heard, that wlicnever any letter was required 
to be written to tlie Governor, Nago wrote and attached the seal to it. Mora- 
punt Josee states, that Nago liiniself wrote any letter or paper to be given to 
Don Manoel, and delivered it with the large and small seals (sicca and moor- 
tub) attached, and that he saw him do this four or five times. Raojee Kote¬ 
nces states, that, on his first introduction to the Governor, Nago delivered a 
letter in a bag, to whicdi he received a re|>ly. He then gives an instance, 
which clearly establishes that Nago prepared a letter himself, under ciroum- 
stances.which did not admit of a reference to the Raja. He had shown to 
Hereulano a letter which M as disapproved of, and in two days he produced 
another, corresponding in tenor with what Hereulano had suggested. 

141. Besides the above, then; is evidence to shew that a packet of a cer¬ 
tain size, which is described, with two seals attached, was deposited with 
the father of the witness, Gopal .Icyram, in 1824-5, and which was deli¬ 
vered to Nago at Sunkeshwur in the following year, by a servant named Ily- 
buttee. Go|)al states, that his father informed him that this related to the plots 
at Goa; and the aljove is all the evidence which has been elicited on the 
subject. As I before observed, this branch of the inquiry will be further 
illustrated by the documentary evidence ; and I shall only observe, that I 
consider it proved, that the Raja received letters from Don Manoel, but that, 
with regard to those addressed to tlic V^ieeroy, these were prepared at the 
discretion of Nago, under such general instructions as he may have received 
from his principal. 

142. The twelfth and best snmmar 5 ' (AA. 12.) contains evidence, shewing 
that the Goa intrigues were partially known to Colonels Briggs and Robert¬ 
son, formerly Residents at Sattara. My colleagues will ob.serve, that this 
fact has been acknowledged in one of the communications recently received 
from Dr. Milne on behalf of the Raja; I will only therefore state my reasons 
for deeming it of much importance. 

143. 1st. It clearly establishes, that, as deposed to by the agents em¬ 
ployed, these intrigues have occupied the Raja for many years. Colonel 
Briggs was appointed Resident at Sattara on the 11th February 1823, and 
resigned in February 1827 ; the intrigues must, therefore, have comm6nced 
before the latter date, which is exactly agreeable to the evidence. Colonel 
Robertson was appointed on the 5th April 1827 to succeed Colonel Briggs, 
and resigned his appointment on the 2d January 1833. 

144. 2dly. I^t enhances the Raja’s guilt in two ways. 

First, because it proves that his insane projects were entertained at a 
time when, outwardly, the utmost cordiality existed between the two 

2 Q Governments, 




SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Minute 

by the Governot 
5 May I83S. 



"'MmuTEf 6^^'Trill 


I6tf 


(iovernments, and consequently, that his|£onduct is not palliated, or 
to be accounted for, by irritation felt in^consequence of the discus* 
sions which afterwards arose respecting his Highness's claims over his 
Jagheerdars. 

Secondly. Because it proves that he persevered in the intrigue in defi¬ 
ance of the friendly, and, I have no doubt, explicit warnings and admoni¬ 
tions of the Resident, some time towards the close of the year 1827.* 
Thirdly. And this 1 conceive to be a most important reason ; it removes 
any suspicion of tlie (loa case having now been got up against the Raja 
by some party at enmity with him, who has beard that his High¬ 
ness lies under .suspicion of trea.sonable plots against the British (io- 
vernincnt, and cagcily .snatched at the op])ortuuity of involving him in 
ruin. 

145. I will only further observe, that I hav^e learned on good authority, 
that the fact of .some improper intercouisc having been maintained by the 
Raja of Sattara with (loa, was known to "Mr. William Siinsoii, who was in 
charge of the Residency during the interval which inletv'cned between the 
resignation of ('oloncl Briggs and the arrival of (Jolonel Robertson, and like¬ 
wise to Dr. Bird, who was tor several years surgeon to the S.ittara Kesnlency. 

146. I now proceed to the third ht-ad into which 1 have divided my re¬ 
marks on the oral evidence, nz. to shew that the testimony of most of the 
witnesses named under the first head is entitled to credit, not only fiom the 
impossibility, in the circumstauccs under winch it was obtained, of concert and 
collusion among them, or fiom the absmee of any ailequnte motive for the 
conspiracy which must have been entend into, d then tcstimou;y is false, but 
likewise because it is, in many instances, directly opjiosi d to the interests 
and natural wishes of the witmssmg parlies. 

147. Any one who weighs well the muncroiis and txtramdinary coinci¬ 
dences which arc to lie found ni the mass of evidence forwaided by l.ieute- 
naiit-tJoIoiicl Ovans. must, in my opinion, be impressed with a jierfeet con¬ 
viction of its general truth. The witnesses aie too luimeious, and composed 
of too many classes of society, to lendiT it jnobable that a coinbniutiun has 
been formed among them, lor the [iiirpose of giving false testimony. On 
essential ]Joint.s all the iiiuterial witnesses agree, although with tlio.se varia¬ 
tions to be expected from ])ersons deposing to the same facts independently 
of one anotlier. Vaiious diseivpancies, ami even coutiadietious, arc likewise 
to be found in tlieir testuiiouj. The chief of tlie.se I have already noticed, 
and they all can either be satisf.ictorily reconciled, or may tairly be attributed 
to the confusion of events and transactions miibraciiig a period of at least 
twelve years. Far iiotn thinking that these variationsshoiibl bo considered as 
aflecting the general eicdihility of the witnesses, I .should have deemed the 
absenee of such variations a clear token of conceit, and therefore open to the 
utmost distrust and suspicion. 

148. On referring liai k to our leeords, it will be .seen, (hat it was not until 
July 18.'{7, that IJeuteuant-f’oloncl Ovaiis, when prosecuting the inquiries 
which he had been directed to institute, coii.scc[ueutly to the receipt by 
Government of the petition of (lirjabaec, obtained the first clue to the 
detection of the intrigue at Goa. Jn a report dated the 12th August 1a.st, 
this able officer observed, “ I have already obtained evidence to shew that 
“ secret communications have been going on with (loa for years back, and 
“ that these were only suspciuled on the death of tli • principal agent about 
“ twelve months back.” In illustration of the nature of this intercourse, the 
Acting Resident submitted the deposition of Hajecba Waced (No. 7 of my 
li.sO, and stated, that all persons implicated in the intrigue had left Sattara. 
with the exception of Rowlojee Naik, and the bankers Tecjeeram and his 
soii'Bhugwan. He added, that every exertion would be made to secure their 
attendance ; but that, as some of them had concealed themselves, and others 
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were at a distance, he feared that some time might elapse before the result of 
his investigation could be reported. 

149. The following extracts from the evidence. List A of the Acting Resi¬ 
dent’s report, will shew how the witnesses were at that period scattered about 
the country. - 

Wassodeo Shastry (No. 11 of my list), who was examined on the 20th 
July 1837, stated, that at that time “ Hurry Punt Fatuck was at Poona, 
“ Narrain Bhutt Chittey at Alundee, Balkoba Kelkur at Sawunt Warree. 
“ Morapunt Josee at Tasgdon near Meeruj, and Dajeeba Waced at 
“ Waee.” 

Dajeeba Waced ( No. 7 of my list), who was first examined on the 
7th August 1837, stated, that at that lime “ Irkool was at Demaun, 
“ Raojee Kotenecs at Bombay in the house of Soonder Bawajee, Hurry 
“ Punt Fatuck at Poona, Teejeerara and his son at Sattara, Morapunt 
“Josee at Waree, Balumbhut Moongeykur at Korgaon in the Goa 
“ district, Balkoba Kelkur at Waree, Murrain Bhutt Chittey at Poona, 
“ and that, of the .servants who were with Nago Deorao, and of the 
“attendants who ased to go about with him, some were at Renavee, 
“ some at Waree, and .some at Hutnoor, under Sunkesliwur.” 
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150. It was on the above information that, by the zeal and diligence of the 
Acting Resident, the })rincipal persons implicated were traced out and appre¬ 
hended, under such cireuinstances as prevented the possibility of a general 
combination among them ; and, even at the risk of seeming tedious, 1 will now 
briefly allude to the circumstances in question, as chiefly gained from the 
witnesses themselves. 


151. The. order’in which the evidence was recorded will be seen on reference 
to list A. of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovuns's report, in which it is arranged accord¬ 
ing to the dates on which the persons were produced before that officer, and 
not according to the subject, or the importance, of the testimony of each 
tvitness. The first deposition vi’as taken on the 20th .luly 1837, the last on 
the loth November following, and it wall be remarked, that the most impor¬ 
tant evidence was obtained towards the termination of the inquiry. ( Vit/e 
Mos. 21, 22, 25, and 20 of the list quoted.) 

152. The principal witncs.ses are Dajeeba Waced, Balkoba Kelkur, Mora¬ 
punt Josee, Narrain Bhutt Chittey, Hurry I’uiit Fatuck, Raojee Kotenecs, and 
the banker Tcejeeram, and his son Bhugwando.ss. 

153. The first was the nephew of Nago Deorao, and was his almost constant 
companion during the last three years of his life, and was wdth him when he 
died. He was brought, for the purpose of being examined, from Waee, a 
town about twenty miles from Sattara, having no knowledge of what was 
going on, or for what purpo.se he was summoned. The Acting Resident had 
not even knowledge of the information which he ultimately afforded. At first 
he was a little alarmed, but said he would tell all if he were supported. lie 
was simply promised protection, and he then drew up a long and minute detail 
of all his uncle’s proceedings. He is reported to be clever and intelligent, 
and has never been under any other restraint than that of holding no com¬ 
munication with the town’s people. 

164. The second was Nago Deorao’s brother-in-law, and it was from him 
that we shall hereafter see that Nago’s papers and seals were obtained. This 
person was brought from the village of Araba, in the Goa territory, by Dajeeba 
Waeed and a Residency Peon named Ballaram, deputed for the purpose by 
the Acting Resident. For an account of his apprehension, I beg to refer to the 
depositions of those persons (Nos. 23 and 24, list A). In his own evidence 
Balkoba says, “DajeebaWaeed and Ballaram Chuprassec came to Malpa after 
“ visiting Waree. My domestic, Appajee, came from Waree, and informed me. 
“Then being terrified, I secreted myself at Chicklee; Dajeeba employed a 
“ mediator, and gave me a pledge, and on this I met him and Ballaram at Araba; 

“ afterwards, bV way of Waree, I came to Sattara.” The Peon states, that he 
proceeded to Waree, and found that Balkoba had gone into the Portuguese 

territory; 
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territory; that he went to Pedney and Araba, but could not find Balkoba: he 
however opened a communication with him, and Imving obtained a pledge of 
protection, as he said he was a guilty man, Balkoba came to Araba, and 
ultimately to Sattara. This account is fully confirmed by Dajeeba Waeed. 

155. Whilst at Waree, the emissaries discovered that the third person of the 
above list was at that place, having been imprisoned by the Waree Govern¬ 
ment. Both Dajeeba and tlic Peon state that they requested that Morapunt 
might be delivered up to them, but the authorities at Waree refused, stating 
that they must' first make a reference to Rutnaghcery. In his own deposition 
Morapunt admits that he was under restraint when the emissaries arrived,*, 
and that he was first sent to Rutnaghcery and then to Sattara. On the lyth ' 
October, Mr. Spooner, the Acting Collector, was instructed to forward Mora¬ 
punt to Sattara, and he was accordingly scut to that place under a guard. 


156. The fourth and fifth persons were the agents in communication with 
the Raja at Sattara, during the period when the intrigues were in progress. 
J^n a report, dated the 11th of September last, the Acting Resident observes 
as follows: “ I have been in conunuiiication with the Magistrate at Poona 
“ with regard to Hurry Punt Fatuck and Narrain Bhutt Cliittey, and every 
“ exertion has been made to discover thenr without .success.” On the 27th 
of tlie same month the Acting Resident reported that, “ through the assist- 
“ ance of Govind Row, and the ])rompt iuea.surcs of tlie Magistrate of Poona, 
“ Hurry Punt Fatuck had been secured at Chinchoor, and was then in custody 
“ at Sattara.” On the 12th October Mr. Mills, the Alagistrate, reported, that 
“ on the receipt of intelligence from the .Tudge of Ahmednugger, that Hurry 
“ Punt Fatuck was concealed in a hou.se at ('hinchoor, he had despatched a 
“ Carcooii and two Peons with orders to search for him, which they did, and 
” found and brought him a prisoner to Poona.” 


157. I have been unable to discover the precise date on which Narrain 
Bhutt Chittey was apprehended, but it must have been towards the very end 
of October last. In his letter of the 27th September, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans stated, that he had hoped that Narrain Bhutt would have been secured 
at the same time as Hurry Punt; but he add.s, “ In consequence of some 
“ alarm, he left his retreat in Poona a few days ago, and has not since been 
“ heard of, and I have reason to believe he took this step after communicating 
“with the authorities here (Sattara).” In his own evidence, Narrain Bhutt 
says:—“In September 1836, myself and Raojee Kotenees left Sattara and 
“ went to Poona, from whence we visited Bombay. I returned to Poona, and 
“ now Mr. Mills has sent me to Sattara.” It was, in fact, through the active 
exertions of Mr. Mills that this person was ultimately secured. 

108. The fifth person on the list, Haojee Kotenees, was however apprehended 
under circumstances which prevented, in a greater degree than in any other 
case, all chance of concert. He himself states, that he went to Bombay in 
October 1836, and lodged in the Waree of Soonder Bawajee. He lived in the 
Briti.sh territory, with the intention of returning to Goa, when a Portuguese 
ship arrived, and tranquillity was re.stored. In May 1837, he came to Alundee 
and met Narrain Bhutt Chittey at Poona. He returned to Bombay, where he 
was apprehended and brought to Sattara. “ We are inhabitants,” he adds, 
“ of the Goa districts, and are not acquainted with the state of affairs over 
“ the Desh (Deccan).” In fact, my colleagues will recollect that this [jcr- 
son was, under the advice of the Advocate-General, apprehended by the 
Superintendent of Police at Bombay,* in virtue of an Order in Council on 
the 7th September last, and that, immediately after his apprehension he was 
forwarded to Sattara, under injunctions to prevent any person from communi¬ 
cating with him until delivered over to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans,t who 
reported his arrival at Sattara on the 18th September. When he was thus 
seized at Bombay, without the slightest suspicion that he had been denounced, 

^ documentary 

♦ ride his report, dated 7th September, 
t Letter to Mr. Mills, dated the 13th September. 
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documentary evidence of some importance, in elucidation of the Goa intrigues, 
came into our possession. 

169. The two last persons on the list were residing at Sattara. Their evi¬ 
dence is of great moment, and being supported by their books, cannot be 
doubted. With respect to them, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, in the sixteenth 
paragraph of his report, observes:—“ From the bankers being inhabitants of 
“ Sattara, and having every thing at stake, their evidence has been given with 
“ great cautionand, I beg to add, that it was given in direct opposition to 
their own interests, residing, as they do, under the authority of a despotic 
prince, and one whom their statements affect so unfavourably. 

160. With regard to the seven servants of Nago Deorao, the same im¬ 
probability of collusion exists, independently of the entire absence of any 
motive, that 1 can discover, to induce them to bear false witness. The ser¬ 
vants, Khundoo, Pattoo, and Ilybuttee, were brought from separate villages 
in the neighbourhood of Sattara. Snnjccwun Brahmin, Kesow Josee, and 
the attendants Aojec and Sukhqjce, were brought from Revensidh, a place 
about forty miles from Sattara, and Wassodeo Shastry was brought from 
Mahgauin, a village three miles fron» Sattara, in the neighbourhood of that 
cit5^ 

1(51. In the sixteenth paragraph of his report, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans re¬ 
marks:—“ The greater part of the witnesses have been brought from a dis- 
“ taiice, without any chance of collusion, and certainly without any object to 
“ induce them to depose falsely; and I think it must be admitted, that the 
“ testimony liornc by them, agreeing as it does in all material points, can 
“only be founded oil truth.” In this opinion I entirely coincide: but, be¬ 
sides this, 1 assert, that the evidence has been obtained under very adverse 
circumstances; for jiower, influence, money, and threats, have all been 
lavishly exerted against our eliciting the truth, in his report of the 6th Sep- 
.tember last, the Acting Resident says :—“ llis (Bulwunt Row Chitnavees), 
“ as well as Govind Row’s salary, is still continued to their respective fami- 
“ lies, and they are held up as examples to any others who may be examined, 
“ w'hilst those who arc suspected of having spoken the truth are threatened 
“ and degraded.” 

162. In a letter, dated the 23d August 1837, the Acting Resident states 
(paragraph five);—•“ Every expedient is still resorted to to di.sgrace and alarm 
“ those who are susjieeted of being in comiuuriicatioii with me, and they dread 
“ the consequences, if this Government have it in their power to deal 
“ with them.” 

163. In u recent despatch, dated 12th IMarch 1838, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans thus forcibly alludes to the eirciimstanecs under which his inquiries 
have been conducted “ I hai e been unwilling to obtrude the difficulties 
“ of all kinds experienced here on the attention of Government, as regards 
“ these witnesses ; but it is incumbent on me to take this opportunity of men- 
" tioning that, in addition to the personal violence now apjirehendcd by these 
“ iJersons, it is also much to be feared, that all the means of subsistence de- 
“ rived by them from this Government, or from any property within this juris- 
“ diction*, will likewise be sequestrated. The pension of 100 rupees per mcn- 
“ sem, enjoyed by Abba Parisnees, has been stopped, as w'ell as all his other 
“emoluments; and although Abba Mareek and Elqjee Mohitch still hold 
“ some small //uis in their native vilhages, it is very likely that these, under 
“ some false pretext, will shortly be seized. On the other hand, the pensions 
“ and emoluments of the persons labouring under the charge of treason to the 
“ British Government are continued to them, and they are encouraged in every 
“ way, and held up as examples for the imitation of the rest.” 

164. I could multiply these proofs, in support of my argument, that the 
probabilities are against the supposition, that the witnesses in this case have 
combined to implicate the Raja in these proceedings. I cannot discover a 
single instance in which they have volunteered their testimony against him; 
and certainly, in the majority of cases, it has been wrung from them by the 
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f force of circumstances entirely beyond their control. In no instance can I 

' find reasonable ground for a suspicion, that the testimony has been alFerded 

f Minute out of any hostile animus towards the Raja; but, on the contrary, if any bias 

by the Governor, existed at all, it was probably in his favour. True, most of the witnesses are 

May 18S8. deeply implicated in his Highness’s treacherous designs, and may justly appre¬ 

hend the consequences, but this feeling would naturally have led them to 
suppress and falsify the truth, rather than make disclosures which equally 
criminate their patron and themselves. 

165. I now proceed, in the fourth and last place, to consider how far the 
testimonies, considered generally, of the witnesses, carry with them, the' 
marks of honesty ; or, which is the same thing, what is the internal evidence 
of the truth of the narrative which is to be elicited from their several statements; 

166. I havealready admitted that many instances of discrepancies, and some 
few of direct contradiction, may be found. No less, I repeat, could be ex¬ 
pected, where a great number of persons were called to relate transactions 
spreading retrospectively over a period of twelve years. But if we keep 
this in mind, and if w'e are further careful to distinguish between the 
instances in which the witnesses speak to facts immediately within their 
own knowledge, or at least to which their observation was fully directed 
at the time of their occurrence, and those where tliey speak from casual, 
and perhaps long subsequent hearsay, we shall be struck only with the 
general harmony and consistency of their evidence; and this impression will 
be strong, iii proportion to the care with whicli the .several examinations are 
studied. 1 do not mean, a jealous and diligent sifting of the evidence 
will not occasionally bring to light discrepancies which might escape the 
notice of the cursory reader; but timt the completer the insfiection. we make, 
the greater, on the whole, will be the iecling of satisfaction created. 

167. In truth, I do not believe that any thing could produce the effect just 
described, but that total impossibility of concerting a story to which I have 
before referred, and the necessity under which the witnesses found themselves* 
of telling the truth in leading points, as their safest course. Comparing the 
body of evidence in that case with tluit produced in almost any legitimate 
question before the courts of justice, when Natives are the witnesses, in respect 
to the general character ol’consistency and credibility which belongs to each, 
the advantage is, beyond all measure or comparison, in favour of the former. 
The reason is, because, in a judicial inquiry regularly instituted, there is oppor¬ 
tunity to concert a story and to drill or suborn witnesses ; and, in operations of 
this kind, the Natives are known to be very ingenious and not very scrupulous: 
and as the same plan is acted on by both parties, the mass of evidence collected 
in a Native cause of importance, generally exhibits great contradictions, and, 
not very rarely, conveys the idea of a f rightful conflict of perjury. In the case 
under consideration, I feel little doubt that the witnesses, or most of them, 
have told their story in a way favourable to themselves rather than otherwise ; 
but I believe that, taken by surprise, ignorant bow much others might or might 
not have disclosed, and convinced from the manner and assurances of' the 
Acting Resident, to whom in this, as in other respects, great credit is due, that 
their best chance was in stating the truth and not attempting to suppress 
leading facts, they have, for the most part, taken that course. On no other 
principle can tlie general, and at the same time unlaboured, coincidence of 
their several narratives be explained. 

168. I have used the expression “ unlaboured coincidence.” The mere 
agreement of different persons deposing to the same transactions might suggest 
the idea of concert, and this in proportion to the minuteness and exactness of 
their several reports, if it did not seem to be natural and undesigned. What it 
is precisely which conveys the idea of an undesigned agreement between two 
or njore statements of the same transactions; what it is that gives to different 
testimonies the air of coincidence without concert, it would not be very easy 
to describe; but a perusal of this evidence has certainly impressed me with 
that idea. Some fact seems to escape one witness, and is left unexplained by 
him, the real bearing, of which does not appear till his evidence is collated 

with 
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with that of others, who state or allude to the same fact, though perhaps in a sattara 

different connexion, and with the addition of other incidents. Circumstances PAPERS, 

are deposed to by one, which carry more or less of improbability tm their very 
face, but which, when dovetailed with other circumstances produced by a by the Govprno. 
different person, who was examined perhaps Jong afterwards, a.ssutne a quite 5 May isss. 
natural appearance. Dates are wanting in one deposition, which may be made 
out from another, and not perhaps even from that other without a good deal 
of collation and inference. Nor must I omit here to mention, as a very mate¬ 
rial circumstance, that in some instances in which a witness has casually 
alluded to some extensive event, and )ierhaps has so timed that event sis at 
first sight to throw a doubt on the trutli of his statement, careful examination 
has verified his correctness. 

169. It is difficult, by detaching insfance.s, .so to exemplify that which I 
have mcntiou€-d, as to do it justice; yet 1 will make the atteraj*!. 

170. I have observed in the fornu'r part of lliis minute, that the deputation 
of Mahdeo Ilow Sirkey to pay the j)arling vi.sit to Don Manocl before his 
departure for Europe, could not hiit be felt as a cuin])limcnt by that pensou ; 
yet still the proct'cding, though not very extraordinary, is one which we 
should hardly have expected. Nago Deorao was the aecretliu-d agent of the 
Raja witli the Viceroy of (loa. In that eharaeler he had been formally 
introduced by tlie Uaja himself, to the Viceroy's agent, llereiilano; and he 
seem.s to have throiighont conducted himself in it with „reat diligence, fidelity, 
and, as far as the ease admitteil of if, success. It is nut very easy, tlu-refore, 
to understand why he should have been superseded on this occasion, and 
especially as he him.self aeeompauied tlu' Sirkey in his visit. Some obscure 
intimation of the reason may seem to lurk in tlu- evidence of Narraiii (’hittey, 
who telLs us, that “the Maharaj said,” introducing the Sirkey to Don 
Manoel, “ let him ascertain about the business.” This is (-onsisteut with the 
supposition, that some di.sfnist of the eorrectiioss of Nago’s reports of his 
interviews with Don Manoel began to be felt, but still it doc-s not directly 
countenance that sujiposition. A clear iiiipbeatioii to tliu same effect may be 
found ill a eireunistanee staled by Da|(‘eba, not in his deposition, but in 
answer to a tjtiestion. Ilavirg reliiined to Sattara from his joint v-isit with 
the Sirkey, Nago di-livercd to the llaja a letter from Don Manoel. lie then 
came and told Dajceha, that both flu- Senapultee and Dinkur Row had, in 
the preceding April, told the Raja that his (Nago’s) honesty was to be .su.s- 
pected, but tliat on his delivering the letter they were all (lieased, and that 
on his .saying that the Sirkey, when he arrived, w'ouid relate the eirciiinstauces 
of the visit, the Maharaj saiil, “ There is no need of the Sirkey; hitherto you 
“ have been our mokhtiar (accredited agent).” \Vbat here comes out, how¬ 
ever, by infereuee and incidentally, is diieetly said by- (iovind Row Dewan, a 
witness exuiiiiiicd at Ahtnedniigger by Mr. Unit, and who, having been kept 
in strict confinement from an early period, could not have coiiiimaiii-ated 
with any of tlu- other witne.sses. He says that, hearing a rumour that Mah¬ 
deo Row Sirkey, who was going to fcteli hi.s family from Waree to Sattara, 
was also charged with a mission to Don Manoel, he qiie.stioned Narrain 
Cliittey on the subject, when the latter answ-ered, “The Sirkey is going for 
“ his private aff'airs. lie has been told by the Maharaj that, under pretence 
“ of tlic Deo going onwards to (Jua, u'hct/ier Ihe inaticrs ithich the Waccil 
“ (Nago) and others vieutioned here be true or J’aise, ascertain tins In/ visiting 
“ the Cl over nor there." 

171. I give another instance. Nago having come from Sattara, after his visit 
with the Sirkey, to pay yet another visit to Don Manocl, was, in con.scquence 
of circumstances not necessary to be here recorded, too late for the ex-Vice¬ 
roy. Nago’s mission being now at an end, it might have been ex[)ected that 
he should return to S-attara. In fact, the Raja expteted him immediately, as 
appears from the testimonies both of llaojee Koteuecs and Narrain Chittey. 

Nago, boweve.r, went to Waree, where he was afterwards taken sick and 
died. Two good witnesses, Dajeeba and Balkoba, assign as the reason of 
his coming to Waree, that Don Manoel was gone, and that nothing more was 

to be 
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' appears to be a good reason for quitting Goa, but not for 

'_**■ his repairing to Waree, unless he had merely ftaken that place in his way 

Minute over the Hitnmuut Ghaut to Sattara, which does not appear to have been the 
b> the CTOveiiior, ciise, for it is plain that he was making some stay there, when he fell ill. 

•> May 18H8. Da.jeeba, who was with him at the time and till his death,* says that he 
became sick “ shortly after ” his arrival at Waree; and as his disorder was 
dropsy, anii he reached Waree early in April, and did not die till the 30th 
of July, there is, at least, no necessity for believing that the disorder arrested 
his journey. I’he true reason for his repairing to Waree, which could not 
even be suspected from the testimony of any other witness, is given by Mora- 
punt Josee. This person had been deputed by Nago to Waree, to recover 
the clothes of which he had been plundered, as already mentioned, during his 
immediately previous journey from Sattara. One of the thieves had con¬ 
fessed the thel't, but the j)roperty was not restored. From Morapunt’s account, 
indeed, it would appear, that one or more persons of interest were concerned 
in the affair; and he says distinctly, tliat the Waree authorities did not make 
a full inquiry: “I will make the inquiries to day or to-morrow; so he 
“ excused himself. Upon my writing this circumstance to Nana (Nago), he, 
“ in consequence, came to Waree in the month of Chytur (April), together 
“ w'ith his mundullec (party). He having met Shriniunt Bappo Sahib, and 
“ upon his telling him to remain quiet for some time, he remained in the house 
“ of the Neroorkur.” 

172. I give a third cxam|)le. Wassodco Shastry Aga.see calls the agent, 
or envoy, whom Don Manotd sent to Sattara, by the name of Moosafit. This 
witness himself says, that he heard of the matter afterwards on a visit to 
Sattara. He is clearly mistaken in naming the person in question Moosafit, 
for thirteen other witnesses call him Irkool or Krculan ; nor is it pos.sihle to 
guess the cause of the mistake. But, as he further adds, this man had origi¬ 
nally been a servant of Bappoo (iokla (meaning, 1 believe, not the well known 
minister of the la.st Peishw’a, hut an acquaintance of the Swamec of Sunkesh- 
wur so named),'!’ the natural inference would be, that the person alluded to 
was .some Hindu or Mussulman; whereas it clearly appears from other wit- 
nc.sses, that he was a “ Christian,” that is, a native Portugue.se. I'his infer¬ 
ence, however, the witness himself obviates, by a fact incidentally, but very 
naturally introduced. He says, that Moosafit, wlicn introduced into the 
palace secretly at niglit, put on “ a Moglacc drc.ss thus clearly shewing 
that lie ordinarily w'orr; the Euroj)ean habit; which, it may" be added, is 
very particularly stated of llerculauo both by Aojec and Hybuttee. 

173. I will mention only one other instance, but to me it seems a very 
remarkable one. On occa.sion of the introduction of Herculano to the Raja 
Nago Deorao was not present. This is distinctly .stated by all tlie most com¬ 
petent witnesses, though two or three, confessedly speaking from hearsay, 
state otherwise. The circumstance, at first sight, is m)t a little puzzling. It 
will he observed, that the very object of this visit was, that Nago might be 
accredited by the Rajo, in person, as his envoy to Goa; and as Nago actually 
set out from Goa at the same lime with Herculano for Sattara, though he came 
by auotlier route, the plain inference is, that it was actually intended that he 
should be present: and one cannot but womler that the introduction should 
not have been delayed till his arrival, w'hich, in point of fact, took place 
immediately afterwards. Some of the witnesses, however, mention circum¬ 
stances which seem to me sufficiently to explain the matter, and which are 
the more observable, because they are not introduced for the purpose of 
explaining it (no question having been put on the subject), but come out in 
the course of the narrative. Balkoba slates,']", that Herculano, displeased on 
his arrival at Sattara to find that no previous arrangemeut had been made for 
lti|n, set out for Waree. Balkoba and Baiumbhut were thereupon dispatched 
to fetch him back, which they did. He was told, “ this very night a meeting 
‘‘between you and the Maharaj will take place.” The meeting took place 

, accordingly. 

• Dajeeba's statement at beginning. 

t Mentioned in Narrain lihutt Siudee's evidence, taken by Mr. Dunlop. ^ Paragraph 9. 
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accordingly. The fact, it should be observed, of Herculano’s having gone off sattarA 
to Warree and having been brought back, though not the reason of it, is stated * PAPER& 
by Raojee Kotenees,* who also describes the confusion of the mundullee on Minute 
finding that he had gone off : Why have, yon sent Erculan away ?” so they by the Govemt 

said verymournfuUy. 5 May 1837. 

174. The impatience of Herculano there, which is farther testified by his 
having left Sattara for Meeruj and Goa the very next morning,-I' and which 
perhaps is not very surprising, considering the awkwardness of his situation 
as a secret emissary irora Goa, and engaged in a treacherous plot against the 
British Government, affords a fair explanation of the interview having taken 
place in Nago’s absence. It would naturally be thought a great object to con¬ 
sult the wishes and feelings of the Portuguese Envoy; and if he, tiie very 
person for whose assurance Nago was to be accredited, was content that Nago 
should be absent on the occasion, no other party had a fair right to object. 

175. I acknowledge that, to me, the absence of Nago from this interview 
seems a strong proof in favour of the truth of the whole story. Had the narra¬ 
tive been concerted by the witnesses, tliey would not have failed to make him 
present and a leading ])arty. It would never have occurred to a fabricator 
to concert the interview, leaving out the very person for whose sake it was 
chiefly held. There could be no ditiiculty in iutrorlucing him on any supposi¬ 
tion ; none, certainly, if he was an imaginary person ; nor any, if he was, as 
they said, a real one ; for all of tlietn declared that he was dead, nor did any 
other part of their story require his presence elsewhere. On the other hand, 
if wc suppose that the alleged fabricators, for some unimaginable reason or 
other, really found it necessary to leave so capital a person out of their story, 
wc may be sure that they would have been at pains to explain the cause of 
his absence, instead of leaving the exj)lanatiou to be gathered, at hap¬ 
hazard, I'rorn incidental circumstances. Here, then, we have an incident 
recorded, which at first view wears, iu some degree, an air of improbability; 
but when the circumstances are fully looked into, the improbability disappears, 
while, at the same time, the fact of that improbable incident forming a part of 
the story does itself become an argument that the story is true. 

17(5. It is not, however, possible, as I luive already observed, to convey, by 
detached extracts, an adc(|uatc conception of the manner and ejfect of a con¬ 
siderable body of evidence on any subject. It is like exhibiting a few features 
of a face, by way of representing the expression of the countenance. I will, 
tlierefore, only observe furtlier on this |K)int, that, even liad it been possible for 
the persons examined to manufacture and arrange a false talc in crimination 
of the Raja, yet there is generally about these narratives an air of nature and 
a circumstantiality joined witli it, of which forgery is hardly capable. So far 
as the different witnesses take distinct and peculiar ground, the facts dwelt on 
by each are precisely what might liavc been expected from the situation or 
circumstances of the individual. The servants of Nago say little of the plot; 
but they arc most particular in describing their master’s movements, from the 
very beginning of their service. Morapunt Josee gratuitously enlarges on 
the death of his uncle Chintapunt .losee, and on the widow of the deceased 
having become a sutte^,*and on the expenses of the funeral and suttee having 
been partly defrayed by the Uaja of Sattara, and on a promise from the Raja 
to defray the balance, as also to pay a debt owing by the widow at the time 
of self-sacrifice, for which the witness had made himself responsible. The 
same witness having been employed by Nago in bringing to justice the persons 
who robbed him, naturally details the circumstances of the robbery, and the 
steps he took in the affair afterwards ; on neither of which subjects any'other 
witness touches. It is curious, that the witness also enlarged on this robbery 
when he was examined before Mr. Spooner at Rutnagheery. Raojee Kotenees 
is copious in stating the ill-usage which Nago had shewn him, in paying him 
so poorly for his services, "and he describes the complaints which he conse¬ 
quently made to the Raja or his officers, and which had the good effect of 

bringing 
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SATPARA bringing him some sums of money ; while, on these points, except as to the 

PAPERS. . fact that certain payments were then made to him by the Raja, all the other 
Minute examinants are perfectly silent. There is also a great air of probability in 

y the Governor, some incidents mentioned by Balkoba and Narrain Bbutt Chittey, indicating 
5 May J838. the petty jealousy with which Nago was regarded by some of the other persons 
concerned. 

177. Before I close this topic, I must prove what I have observed above, 
that some of the witnesses alluded to extrinsic events as having taken place 
at particular times, and that such allusions are found to be correct. 

178. I have elsewhere remarked, that the circumstances of Don Peres 
having arrived at Goa from Portugal with the title of Prefect, and of his 
having afterwards found it necessary, in the disturbed state of Goa, to proceed 
to Bombay, and of Don Manoel’s having at one time embarked at Vingorla for 
Europe, and of his having relandcd in consequence of a dispute with the 
Captain of the vessel, and having for a time resided there, and of his having 
finally re-embarked for Lisbon in March 183(5, arc very accurately mentioned 
or referred to by some of the witnesses. These, however, it may be said, 
being recent and notorious events, there is no great wonder that they should 
have been well known to the persons examined, or that a feigned story, which 
immediately related to Goa and its Government, should have been success¬ 
fully adapted to them. Still 1 cannot but think, that the circumstance 
alluded to aids and confirms the argument for the veracity of the witnesses; 
but, in order to avoid the objection, I have been induced to test the correctness 
of the witnesses, in instances whei e they incidentally mention facts not neces¬ 
sarily connected with their story, and perhaps of a remote date. 

179. The commencement and early part of Nago's connection with Sattara 
are given by several witnesses, but the dates arc only given by reference to 
public events. “ He came to Sattara,,” says Hurry Punt Fatuck, “ about 
“ two or three years after the introduction of the Company’s rule.” The treaty 
of Sattara bears date on the !2'5tli Sc|)temd)eT 1819 ; and this, therefore, would 
bring Nago to Sattara about 1822. His lirst visit to the Goa territory, as I 
have before observed, preceded (and yet it could not long have ))rcceded) the 
coming of the Swamee of Sunkeshwur to Sattara in .lone 1825; for it was in 
consequence of the report made by him after that visit, that the Swamee re¬ 
paired to Sattara, It may be fairly conjectured, therefore, that the date of 
that visit to the Goa territory (for he did ui.t go to Goa itself) was early in 
1825. 

180. On the above fact f found the first instance of coincidence with his¬ 
tory which T am about to mention. Da jccba Waced speaking (and, as he says, 
on the information of Nago himself)of Nago's first visit to Goa, says, that “ he 
“ went on the Kittoor expedition, and fr'>ni Kittoor he went to Goa.” Da- 
jeeba, it will be recollected, was not |)crsonally connected with the Goa 
intrigue till several years after its commencement; and his evidence, most 
valuable where it relates to the transactions in wliich he had himself been 
concerned, is often inaccurate from hearsay. Respecting this very visit to 
Goa, he tells us that Nago had an interview with Don Manoel, which is quite 
incorrect. But Dajeeba, who knew that Nago had ’frequently seen Don 
Manoel at Goa before he was himself connected with Nago, might very easily 
mistake and mis-state the time when the first of those interviews took place ; 
and yet it did not .seem to me likely that, in stating the remarkable circum¬ 
stance of Nago’s having gone on the Kittoor expedition, a circumstance not 
mentioned by any other witne.ss, he could well be mistaken if such was 
really'the fact. Nor i.s the fact in itself unlikely j for Nago, as all the evi¬ 
dence shews, had till then been a sort of soldier of fortune, and was in 
search of employment, which might naturally lead him to a scene where mili¬ 
tary, operations were in progress. The witness, I should observe, gives not 
the least hint of the time when either the Kittoor expedition, or the subsequent 
Goa visit, took place; but the evidence of other witnesses refers the Goa visit 
to the early part of 1825, and, therefore, if Dajeeba spoke the truth, the Kit¬ 
toor expedition must almost of necessity have taken place in 1824, and pro- 
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bably late in that year. To test his accuracy, then, I looked to see how far 
history supported him, and the result is as follows. , An insurrection broke out ‘ J 
at Kittoor on the 23d October 1824, and the fort was seized by the insurgents. Minuu; 

A large force, consisting of several regiments of infantry and cavalry, with by the uoveriio 
horse and foot artillery, marched to suppress it, under the command of A May I8.w. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Deacon, and the fort was recaptured on the 5th Decem¬ 
ber 1824. 

181. The value of the above example consists in this, that the date of Da- 
jeeba’s fact is not given by himself, either directly or by implication. It can 
be made out only by a collation of his testimony with that of other witnesses, 
who do not even mention the fact; and then, when so made out, it is found to 
be agreeable to history. 

182. I give a second instance. Hybuttce, who is very minute as to inci¬ 

dents but gives no dates, tells us, that he was taken into the service of Nago 
at Sattara fifteen days hclore the Raja set out for the Singhust at Nassick, 
which, as has appeared, was in 1825. The witnesss farther says, that at that 
time he had been labouring one year in Sattara. But what had led him to 
labour ? “ /« the same ifear," he says, “ my cattle died ; therefore I laboured 

one year in Sattara.” If the witness then spoke the truth, some sort of 
.scarcity must have occurred in the year 1824 ; and such was remarkably the 
fact. The rains failed in that year, not only in the Deccan but in most parts 
of the country ; and it was only a plentiful fall, so late as October, that 
averted an absolute famine. 

183. A third instance may be the following. It is distinctly in evidence, 
that Nago was engaged by the llaja just before he proceeded to Nassick in 
1825, and that Nago then accompanied his Highne.ss only to Deoor, and thence 
returned to Sattara. There Balkoba Kelkur joined him in August of the same 
year 1825 ; and Balkoba states that, in the following month, the Raja person¬ 
ally commissioned Nago to go to Poona for .some purpose which he does not 
well explain; that Nago returned without being able to ett'ect the object, 
and that “ afterwards he left Sattara and went to Kuweer (hLolapoor), where 
“ the Swamee then was.” Now, as the Nassick .Jatra takes place once 
in twelve years, and as the commencement of the last took place in July 
1837, it was obvious to conclude that the former one commenced in July 
1825. It w'as also natural to suppose that the Raja, who certainly attended 
it, should be at Nassick about the time of its commencing; and as his High¬ 
ness is here stated by a good witness to have been at Sattara in September 
1825, the necessary inference was, that his IJighness must have returned from 
Nassick to Sattara iu or before that month. 

184. Here, however, an apparent difficulty occurs. The servant, llybuttee, 
who was also at that time with Nago, and who, without naming any 
month or year, detailed his master’s movements almost from day to day, dis¬ 
tinctly represents him as having left Sattara for Kolapore, where he met the 
Swamee, about fifteen or sixteen days after the Raja set out for Nassick; and 
he consistently states in the sequel, that when Nago again returned toSattani, 
which was not till some months afterwards, the Raja “ had come from Nassick 
“ z. long time previously ” The whole both says and implies, that Nago left 
Sattara for Kolapore long before the Raja’s return from Nassick, which is 
directly opposite to the inference already drawn from the testimony of the 
other eye-witness, Balkoba. I was at first perplexed with this difficulty, 
but further inquiry solved it completely. The Jatra iu question lasts upwards 
of a twelvemonth, commencing on the 25th July 1825, and did not close till 
the 21st August 1826; and I find that the Raja w'as to set out for it >011 the 
23d October 1825, and tb be absent about two months. He was plainly, 
therefore, at Sattara during all September, which quite reconciles the two 
accounts. 

185. The above is, I think, observable, as an instance of an apparent con¬ 
tradiction between two witnesses, which is entirely removed by settling 
accurately the date of an external fact, to which date neither of them makes 
any allusion. 


186. I •aass 
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186. I pass to a fourth instance, drawn from nearly the same period. Bal' 
APERS. koba, in words already quoted, after referring to what Nana did at Sattara 

Minute in September 1826, says that he “ afterwards ” went to Kolapore to meet the 

by the Governor, Swamee. The vague word, “ afterwards,” leaves it possible to suppose, that 

5 May the journey to Kolapore did not take place till after the lapse of many months, 

or even of years. Tlie witness, however, adds a very material fact. He says 
that, while Nana was at Kolapore, Mr. Baber came there with puttans, that 
is, with a military force ; but he assigns no date to the transaction. But 
Hybuttee evidently speaik.s of the .same journey to Kolapore, for he follows it 
up with the same consecaitive series of events ; and, by watching the time he 
allows for the intervening proceedings, it decidedly appears that Nago was 
in Kolapore early in November aiid during December 1825, and left it about 
the end of the year. To test, then, the accuracy of this account, it is important 
to know whether Mr. Baber, with a military force, arrived in Kolapore be¬ 
tween the early part of Novemirer and the end of December in that year. 
1 have accordingly c.xamined the point, and find that the Raja of Kolapore 
having evinced a refractory spirit, instructions were issued, in October 1825, 
for the march of a military force on that place; that such force marched 
accordingly; that Mr. Baber, being then Political Agent in the Southern 
Mahratta country, went to Kolapore also; that he reported his arrival there 
on the 17th December 1825; and that his last letter thence, handing up a 
treaty he had concluded with the Raja, bears date on the 30th of that month. 

187. Thus the coincidence of these witnesses is indirectly proved, by as¬ 
certaining the date of an event to whicli one of them cursorily alludes, but 
without dating it, and to which the other makes no allusion at all. 

188. A fifth instance. Balkoba. Kelkur, in relating .some of Nago’s pro¬ 
ceedings, says (paragraph se\cn), “ Nana (Nago) sent me to Renavee : after- 
“ wards Nana also came to Renavee in the month of Fagoon (March) tZ/c 
“ eclipse of the full inoou." Tlie witness does not state in what year this 
happened; nor is it possible, from any part of his evidence nneompared with 
that of others, to trace out the year. He proceeds, how'ever, to state, that 
Chintapunt .losec died in the following December, that Nana Fatuck was sent 
from Sattara lor Erculan in the succeeding Chytrec (A[)ril-May), and that 
Erculan came accordingly. Now, Narrain Bhutt Chittey states, that this 
mission of Nana Fatiick's took place in Chytree in the Siikey year 1753 (or 
April-May 1831); nor can there be a doubt about this date, for lirculan 
came to Sattara wdtliin the following month or tvvo, and an accumulation of 
evidence, including that of entries in the bankers’ books, proves that his visit 
to the Raja took place in the year 183!. 

189. It is thus clearly made out, (hat Nago’s arrival at Renavee, of which 
Balkoba speaks above, occurred in March 1830; and therefore, if the witne.ss 
is to be believed, an eclipse of the moon must have happened in the course of 
that month. I turned with some curiosity to the almanack for 1830, and I 
there found that the tmon was totally eclipsed on the {Hh March. The super¬ 
stition with which the Hindoos regard the ecli[)ses, makes it not at all sur- 
pri.sing that a total eclipse should have made a lasting impression on the mind 
of Balkoba; nor could I help thinking that, by “ the eclipse of the full moon,” 
he meant to describe a total eclijise, though the expression would certainly not 
have that meaning in the mouth of one who had the most ordinary acquaint¬ 
ance with the cause of lunar ecli|)ses. 

190. 1 add a sixth and last example. Raojee Kotenees having transiently 
.said in his deposition, that Nago Deorao had, on one occasion, in his posses¬ 
sion a' letter from Don Manoel lor the Governor of Bombay, Lord Clare, he 

,was required, in cross-examination, to state its contents. He answers, 
■“ a ehuktee (letter) got for the Governor Sahib of Bombay, I saw with Nago 
“ Deorao. 1 do not know its contents. Regarding some one's jKtision, thus 
“Nago said. This letter was prior to 1835, according to my recollection.” 
Now, on the records of this Government, I actually find a public letter from 
Don Manoel for Lord Clare, dated the 16th February 1836, soliciting the 
continuance of a Government pension, which had been enjoyed by a chief 
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191. I cannot help adding, without reference to the immediate purpose for 
which I have brought forward this letter, that thp circumstance of its having 
been seen in Nago’s hands, in whatever way caused, proves the existence of 
a remarkable intimacy between that person and the ex-Viceroy of Goa. 

192. In closing these remarks respecting the oral evidence in this case, I 
must observe, that there is one witne.ss to whose testimony it does not apply. 

I allude to Ilowlpjee Naik Khaskur, the only contumacious witness examined. 

I agree with Colonel Ovans, however, as 1 have already said, that the conduct 
of this person, when under examination, only confirms the case ag-aiiist the 
Raja ; but, besides this, some answers escaped him, which confirm a part of 
the general narrative of the witnesses. 

193. I will quote the answers and the questions to w'hich they belong. 

“ Q. Are you, or are you not, accpiainted with Nago Dcorao Waeed ? 

“ A. I am acquainted with him; J knew him at Baroda. 

“ Q. Did you see him at Sattara, or not ? 

“ A. When 1 know nothing, what answer should I give?” 

194. I do not, I think, put any force on this short interlocutory, when I 
quote it as assisting to prove, first, that Nago originally came from Baroda ; 
secondly, that the witness had known him at Sattara; and thirdly, that there 
were good reasons lor his not wishing to disclo.se the fact of that know¬ 
ledge ; all which three points are s<i abunclairtly established by the rest of the 
evidence. 

iSlfi. 1 here close my observations on the oral evidence, which have insensibly 
extended to a much greater length than T expected or desired. The docu¬ 
mentary evidence, which I have next to consider, will, if I do not deceive my¬ 
self, greatly confirm the general purport of those observations. 

196. In considering this portion of the evidence, I see no necessity for de- 
partiisg from the order in which it has been submitted to us by the Acting 
Resident at Sattara. Great light is thrown on the oral evidence by the arranged 
and digested form in which it is exhibited in Mr. Willoughby’s summaries; 
but those who have done me. the honour to peruse carefully the foregoing por¬ 
tion of this minute, must, I should hope, have gained so com|)lete a possession 
of all the leading parts of the present case, that they will perceive, without 
any confusion or dilficulty, my analysis of the documents in the series in which 
they stand ; and it does not seem to me tlcsirablc to transpose them without 
necessity. 

197. There are, however, some few short summaries of evidence which Mr. 

Willoughby has drawn up, with reference not to the nature or contents of the 
documents, but to the authentication of an important division of them, which, 

I think, usefully collect and apportion the evidence on that subject. These 
summaries, marked BB. 1 to BB. 4, are, as well as those already considered, 
annexed to the present minute; and 1 will make the proper use of them when 
I come to that particular division of the documents to which they relate. 

198. The first portion of the documents handed up to us by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans is that compri.scd in the list accompanying hfs report of the 
11th November 1837. It consists of extracts from the account-books*of the 
banker Teejeerara from 1828-29 to 1835-36. My observations on these have, 
for the most part, been anticipated in a preceding part of this minute, t 
will only further observe, that on reference to Mr. Willoughby’s summary, 

A.A 3, it will be seen that the aggregate amount of the banker’s receipts 
through “.Soopoojee and Doordajee,” the f(?igned names of Rowlojee Naik 
Khaskur, is 14,088 rupees, of which the sum of 8,340 rupees is credited 
in 1835-36, On these extracts Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans remarks: “ 'Fhev 


called Chimanajee, to bik widow after his death. This letter is, in fact, one 
of tliose which Mr. Willoughby has circulated, in order to identify Don 
Manoel’s signature; and feeling no doubt that it is the very letter to which 
the Kotenees alludes, notwithstanding his slight inaccuracy respecting -the 
date, I will annex a translation of it to the present minute. 
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“ are of undoubted authenticity, and prove, in a remarkable manner, the dif- 
“ ferent transactions detailed in tiie evidence of the witnesses, the articles 

alluded to therein being entered by name, as well as the date of receipt 
, “ and payment.” For particular instances in which the evidence is veri¬ 
fied by the extracts, and vice versd, I beg to refer to the conclusion of the 
summary of evidence last mentioned. 

199. The second portion (List D. of the report) consists of fourMahratta 
letters, dated fhe 14th .January, 12th, 16th, and 26th February 1837, addressed 
by Herculano, at Demaun, to Raojee Kotenees, Bombay, and bear the writer’s 
signature. These are designated “ Bombay Papers,” from the circumstance 
of their having been found in the possession of Raojee Kotenees when he was 
apprehended in Bombay, in the manner stated in the 158th paragraph of this 
minute. The substance of these letters is as follows. 

200. In No. 1, the writer alludes to another letter, previously forwarded by 
post to the care of Venoba of the custom-house, and requests the Kotenees to 
come and meet him, when “ every thing can be stated but adds that, if he 
has any suspicion about coming to Demaun, they could meet in British terri¬ 
tory, at a village called Kaley Mulva, when he (the writer) "would explain 
something.” 

201. In No. 2, Herculano acknowledges the receipt of a letter from the 
Kotenees, and states that, although he had sent three letters through chan¬ 
nels which are mentioned, no one of them had been answered, lie then 
observes, “ As you could not come, you wrote that you would send a con- 
" fidential person : he also has not yet arrived. With respect to your request, 
" that news of Portugal sliould be written, it ix 7tol so that news will come into 
“ youi' comprehension, those tidings require to he told hy word of mouth.” He 
concludes the letter by stating, that he had intended to set out instantly, but 
that he was sick and “ had no means for expenses,” and that, if the Kdtenecs 
intended to come, he must come quickly, or stmd a good un«l trustworthy per¬ 
son, and write immediately. Thi.s letter is addressed to Venoba, and bears an 
inscription in the Portuguese language. 

202. In No. 3, Herculano expre.sscs surjirisc that the Kotenees had not 
replied to any one of three letters he had written, and states that the confi¬ 
dential person had not arrived. For the last time, therefore, he writes, “ If 
“ you intend to send him, do so immediately on this letter arriving, or I will 
" send a trustworthy man from hence : until then you must continue in Bom- 
" bay. Send an answer immediately by j)ost; according to it the future .steps 
" are to be taken. 7 am wailing to go.” This letter, like the last, is addressed 
to Venoba and bears a Portuguese inscription. 

203. In No. 4, Herculano again refers to several letters which he had 
despatched by post and by Putteemars, and complains of not having received 
a reply, which leaves him in doubt whether the Kotenees is still in Bombay. 
He again alludes to Uaojec’s having written that he would send " a good man” 
of his to Demaun, since which a month and a half had elapsed. Had such a 
man arrived, he (Herculano) intended to have set out in the month of February. 
He therefore requests an immediate answer, and concludes by observing, 
" Were I to mention the news of this place and of Europe, you would not be 
" able to understand it, therefore it is not written: without a personal meeting 
“ it will not be comprehended. Let kindness and friendship remain.” I 
presume that " the month of February” means the month in which he was 
writing. 

204. Raojee Kotenees, on these letters being shewn to him, deposed as fol¬ 
lows :—" The four letters were addressed to me by Erculan, and they signify 
" thus :—The Viceroy took his departure; his man was to follow; with him 
" Erculan should be despatched: thus the Maharaj directed and gave cash 

for’^expenses. Afterwards Narrain Bhutt Chittey and myself went to 
“ Bombay, and we sent letters to Erculan to come from Demaun to Bombay, 
" but he did not come, and wrote to us to meet him at Demaun." 



205. These letters are of importance in several ways. In the first place, 
they undeniably prove that an intimacy existed between the parties; in the 
second, that they were engaged in some design which conld not prudently be 
committed to writing; and, in the third, they corro^rate, by alluding to some 
journey which Herculano proposed to take, the evidence to the fact, that the 
Raja of Sattara intended to send an agent to Portugal, in furtherance of his 
intrigues with Goa. I have elsewhere remarked, that the circumstances under 
which Raojee Kotenees was apprehended, give great weight to his testimony, 
a remark which, ct fortiori, applies to these letters, which were then found in 
his possession. It is quite impossible that he could have been tampered with, 
or that he could have communicated with the other witnesses; and as soon 
as his papers fell into our possession they were sealed up, and forwarded to 
the Acting Resident.* I see no reason whatever to doubt that he has correctly 
explained the meaning of the letters, namely, that they refer to the Goa 
intrigue, and to the design of sending the writer to Europe. 

200. Among the papers found on Raojee Kotenees there is another letter 
(No. 5, List D.) written from Deiuaun by one Jugunath Sabbajec to Sabhajee 
Praboo; and the Kotenees explains, that Sabhajee Praboo was with him 
in Rombay, and that .higunath wrote it, enclosing a letter which Herculano 
had written to Narraiu lihutt Chittcy, and requesting that, if the Chittey 
came to Dcinaun, he (Sabhajee) would accompany him. This indirectly, and 
therefore more Jbrcibly, corroborates the representation of the Kotenees and 
Narrain Bhutt, that Herculano was in communication with the Chittcy as 
well as with Raojee Kotenees, and that he asked him also to visit Demaun : 
a circumstance which docs not apjiear from Ilerculano’s letters actually 
produced. 

207. The third, and most important, ]>ortion of the documentary evidence, 
consists of certain letters and i»apers, given over by Nago Deorao, on his 
death-bed, to his brother-in-law, Balkoba Kelkur. These were brought from 
the Portuguese village of Aruba to Sawunt Warree, and they are therefore 
designated by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans as “ the AVarree Papers,” and a brief 
description will be I'ound in List 12. of his report of the 11th November last. 

208. The authentication of these letters and pajiers is a matter of the utmost 
moment; and it is to this object that the second set of Mr.Willoughby’s sum¬ 
maries is directed. The summaries are intended to show, first, the circum¬ 
stances under which Balkoba Kelkur received charge of Nago Deorao’s papers; 
secondly, the circumstances under which Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans became 
possessed of them ; thirdly, in what mamier certain letters, alleged to have 
been addressed to the Clovcrnor, Don Manocl, again came into Nago Dcorao’s 
possession ; and, fourthly, such information as has been obtained regarding a 
large and small seal (sicca and mortub) used by Nago as the agent of the Kaja, 
and found among the jrapers. I will brielly abstract the evidence on these 
four points, before I offer any remark on the documents themselves. 

209. The first point is elucidated in the summary marked BB; 1; from 
which it will be seen, that it is clearly established by the evidence of three 
persons who were present, namely, Balkoba Kelkur, Dajecba Waeed, and 
Morapunt Josee, that Nago Deorao, when on his death-bed, delivered over his 
papers and seals to the first-named person, being his brother-in-law, with in¬ 
structions to deliver them to the Raja, to whom he at the same time dictated 
and verified a letter, stating that he had done so, and recommending his family 
and his party to his Highness’s protection. The letter referred to is among, 
"the Warree Papers,” and will be remarked on hereafter. The testimony of 
the three witnesses already mentioned is confirmed by that of the sou of 
the deceased, who arrived at Warree on the day after his father’s death, 
and was thus addressed by his uncle, Balkoba : " The papers and letters, the 
" marks and stamps, I will retain in my own keeping; you have nothing to do 
with them.” 

210. For 

• I beg to refer to Mr. Chief Secretary Wathen’s Memorandums of the 8th and ISth, and to my 
Minute of the ISth September 1837. 
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SATTARA 210. For the elucidation of the second point 1 would refer to the summary 
1‘APEns. marked BB. 2; from this it will be seen, that Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans first 

Winute learned of the existence of these papers from Uajeeba Waeed, who, in con- 

y tJie Oovernor, junction with a Residency Peon, named Ballaram, was deputed to Warree to 
,1 May 1838. discover Balkoba, and to obtain the papers from that person ; some difficulty 
was at first experienced, but the attempt’ at length succeeded. The papers 
were obtained from a koonbin residing at Araba, in the Portuguese territory, 
on payment of the sum of 400 rupees; and, on the 6th October last, the 
Acting Resident reported the return of his emissaries, bringing with them 
Balkoba Kelkur and the “ papers and sealsat which time, it is worthy of 
remark, that a considerable portion of the oral evidence contained in list A., 
appended to the Acting Resident’s report of the 11th November, had already 
been recorded. The account given by Dajeeba Waeed and the Peon, of the 
mode in which they accomplislied the object of their mission, is consistent in 
every respect, except tliat the former states the mont^y to have been paid to 
Balkoba Kelkur; the latter, to the woman with whom Balkoba had deposited 
the papers : a discrepancy which seems to me to be immaterial, and which 
would probably have been explained had they been interrogated on the 
point. 

211. In respect to the third point, I beg to refer to the summary marked 
BB. 3, wherein it will be seen that Dajeeba Waeed states, that he accompa¬ 
nied Nago Deorao when he visited the governor and got back the papers, and 
that he saw him come down stairs with the j)apers in his hand ; and this evi¬ 
dence is corroborated by that of Morapunt .Tosee, who slates that Nago informed 
him of the fact. It will hereafter bo seen, that among Nago Deorao’s papers 
is a letter dated the Ibth January 183.'i, written in the name of the Raja to 
Don Mauoel, and reque.sting him to give back the papers. ( Vide No. b of List 
E, and paragrajjhs 237 and 238 of iny minute.) 

212. In the summary marked BB. 4, Mr. Willoughby has collected, and, I 
believe, very faithfully, all the evidence that has been obtained rcsp«'cting the 
seals iKsed by Nago Deorao, and which are now in possession of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans. The fact of these seals having been possessed by Nago Deorao, 
and of their having been used by him in maintaining the intercourse with (loa, 
is clearly established ; but it lias not been proved from whence they were 
obtained, though it may fairly be presumed that the Haja was aware of their 
existence. Lieutenant-tJoionel Ovans has retained these seals in his custody, 
but has annexed impressions of them to his report.* He observes, that they 
are not the same as those generally used by the Raja, and it therefore seems 
very likely that they were made uji, as staled in the deposition of Balkoba 
Kelkur, by Nago himself at I’ednoy, under the orders of the Raja; and the 
dying testimony oi' Nago, directing that they should be returned to the Raja, 
confirms the impression, that his Highness was not ignorant of their being in 
his possession. 

213. In proceeding to remark on the documents themselves, I must first 
refer to the summary of evidence marked AA. 11, and to my observations on 
it, contained in the 137th to the 141st paragraphs of this minute. In that sum¬ 
mary it is shown, that letters were interchanged between the Raja of Sattara 
and Don Manoel, thedovernor of Goa; a circumstance which, as I have there 
remarked, supplies a link in proving the authenticity of the letters which have 
fallen into our hands. 

214. Among the “ Warree Papers” were found nine documents, which are 
marked a, b, c, d, e,f, g. A, i, of list E. of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s report 
of the‘nth November, written in the Portuguese language. The three first 
are letters purporting to be addressed by the Governor to the Raja, and two of 

fj^em are signed “ D. Manoel de Portugal e Castro;” the third is not signed. 
;i'''prhe first of these is dated from Goa, the 22d January 1833, and is in reply to 
one from the Raja of the 27th December 1832. In this Uie Governor ratifies 

every thing that he wrote to the Raja on the 20th August 1832,” and pro¬ 
ceeds 


• FjV/eNo.39, lisiE. 
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ceeds to observe, “ No opportunity having: yet occurred of a ship proceeding to 
“ Lisbon, I have not been able to bring to the notice of his Most Faitliful Ma- 
“ jesty the high and most mighty King of Portugal and Algarves, the wishes ol 
“ your worship, which I hope to do by the first opportunity that may otter, on 
“ the same terms as 1 have already communicated.” He assures the Raja that 
he should be made acquainted with the resolution “ of that august sovereign” 
as soon as it was received. In conclusion, the Governor states, that he will 
bear in mind the recommendation which the Raja had made in favour of “ Her- 
“ culano de Neronha,” and be useful to him whenever opportunity offers, and 
thus show the value which he placed on his worship’s recommendation. 

215. The second letter, or b, is dated from Goa, the 16th May 1834, and 
is in reply to one from the Raja of the J 2th February of that year. After 
expressing his satisfaction at having learned news of the Raja’s good health 
“ from his honoureil Envoy,” the Governor writes, “As regards the contents 
“ of that letter, I have only now to say, that the annual ship from Lisbon 
“ not having arrived this year, probably becau-se, at the proper time of her 
“ leaving for India, the affairs of the (’uurt of Portugal were not in perfect 
“ tranquillity, 1 have been disappointed in the pleasuie which I anticipated, 
“ of communicating the resolution of Jier Most Fnilhiul Majesty, as I had 
“ promised. That resolution must be expected in the ensuing season. I 
“ will immediately apprise you of it; and, I assure you, it will give me great 
“ pleasure, if it be agreeably to your wishes, since I take great interest in the 
“ prosperity of your w'orship and of your states. May God enlighten your 
“ worship with his divine grace.” 

216. The third letter, or c, is dated from Goa, the 23d August 1833, and 
acknowledges one Ironi the Raja of the 9lh .luly of the same year. It desires 
the Raja to rest assured, “ that the luoiuent he (the Governor) received any 
“ resolution on his letter, it should bo comnmnicated to the Raja,” and that 
his woiship might relj fui the Governor's sincere wishes for the jirosperity of 
himself and Ins .states, and on “the Inely interest which the Governor took 
“ in every thing relating to the Raja.” 

217. The two first of these lettens* have e\<-ry appearance of being originals. 
The third seems to bo mi'iely the rough diaft of a letter, cither actually sent 
Ol intended to be so. If they are genuine, their contents, taken in con¬ 
nexion with the custody from which they came, are, without any other 
evidence, sutlicient to establish an intrigue with Goa, and fully confirm the 
fact stated by several ol the w'ituesses, that the proposals of the Raja were 
stated by the Governor to have been lefeircd for the consideration of the 
Court ol Portugal. Their authority is, I think, established by the four fol¬ 
lowing circumstances :—first, by the mode in which they were obtained, and 
which rendiTS it unlikely that they are fabricated; secondly, by the evidence 
of Raojee Kotenees, who is conversant with the Portuguese language* and 
acquainted with the Governor's signature; thirdly, by a comjiarison of the 
signatures attached to the letters a and b, with signatures of Don Manocl’s, 
regarding the genuineness of which there can be no dispute; and fourthly, 
by an exact counterjiart, in Mahratta, having been found of the letter a, 
which is proved to be in the hand-w'riting of a public officer of the Goa go¬ 
vernment. (Vide 227th paragrajih of this minute.) 

218. The evidence of Raojee Kotenees is as follows:—“ I have looked at 
“ the two papers marked a and b. These two papers are written by the 
“ Viceroy Sahib to the Raja of Sattara. On them the signature is by the 
“ hand of the Viceroy, Don Manoel. I am acijuaintcd with the signature; 
“ it is certainly in his own hand; those are original papers. The paper 
“ marked c is a letter to the Raja of Sattara in the name of the Viceroy 
” Sahib. It has no signature, consequently I do not know whether it is the 
“ original or a copy.” The witnesses, Dajeeba Waeed and Balkoba Kelkur, 

prove 

* This IB proved by the note in this language (^, of list E.l addressed to the Kotenees by Dr. Hei - 
culano, and dated the ISlh April 1834 
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SATTAllA prove that the papers in the Portuguese language were in the possession of 
PAPERS. Nago Deorao when he died. . • ‘ 

Mmute 219. In order to establish the third of the above-mentioned proofs, I cir- 

**^*M8v minute seven original letters, which have been indiscrimi- 

' ' nately selected by the Political Secretary from our records, and which were 

addressed by Don Manoel to Sir .lohn Malcolm, Sir Sidney Beckwith, and 
Lord Clare, and respectively bear the signature of the writer. My Colleagues 
will judge if the signatures on these correspond with those on the letters a 
and 6. They'will observe, that the signature of the Viceroy is very peculiar, 
more especially in the formation of the letter P of Portugal; and, in that 
respect, all these seem to me to resemble one another. I am aware that 
courts of law are not very partial to evidence founded on a comparison of 
hand-writing. The fear, I suppose is, lest one forgery .should be made to 
help out another. I sec no room for objection, however, when the document 
which is produced in order to test that in dispute, comes in a shape which 
precludes all doubts of its genuineness. To me, certainly, it appears that, 
if the signatures on a and b are not those of Don Manoel, there never was a 
more inimitable forgery; and I will only observe further, that as the Raja 
is, of course, unacquainted with the Portuguese language, the necessity of 
so elaborate a forgery is not afiparent; for, on the supposition that the Viceroy 
was liot really implicated in the intrigue, hut that Nago and his associates 
falsely assured the ilaja of his concern in it, and J'abricated these letters in 
support of the calumny, any forgery of the autograph of the Governor, how¬ 
ever clumsy, would have served the purpose as well as the most exact coun¬ 
terfeit, since there could scarcely be any person at Sattara able to detect 
the imposition. 

220. 1 have to rejieat in this jilace, that in giving my judgment, how far 
the evidence before us brings home, to this or that individual a participation 
in the intrigue, I only discharge a public duty. But let it twer be recol¬ 
lected, that the guilt or innocence of the Raja is a que.stion quite independent 
of the question, whether Don Manoel was really concerned in the affair. It 
is possible that the name of the Viceroy was abused, and not utterly out of 
possibility that he was even personated.on the occasion; but if the Raja 
believed that he was an intriguer with the Authorities of Goa against the 
British Government, the delimjuency of his Highness remains the same. 

221. Of the remaining Portuguese papers, </is a petition presented to the 
Viceroy, totally unconnected with the Goa intrigues, and which may there¬ 
fore be [>assed over. The paper c contains articles of agreement of the affair. 
This appears to be a rough and imperfect draft, and is unauthenticated. From 
the tenor of this paper, however, supposing it genuine, it is clear that it 
originated with the Goa party, and contains heads of advice to the Raja from 
Don Manoel, which to us, who know the iinjiracticability of the design indi¬ 
cated, must aj)pear ])crfectly jneposterous. 

222. The following ])apcrs are of greater interest. That lettered f is an 
original note, purporting to be addressed to Nago Deorao by one .lao Rocha. 
This is dated the 24th May, without specifying any year. It contains the 
following remarkable passage “ (ire.at disturbance prevails in Europe between 
“ three nations, English, French, and Ru.ssian, concerning their influence 
“ and interference with the other cabinets, and hence it is expected, enmities 
“ and war will arise. It is better, therefore, to have recourse to two, to put 
“ an end of the third, because the Englishmen are hated and disliked by the 
“ other two u.ations. The Russians are already near Persia; and 1 would 
“ send your w'orship the Gazette of that place, if I were not afraid that it 
“ would create suspicion ; but know that it is nece.ssary that the thing should 
“ be treated in Ru-ssia and France with the .sovereigns themselves. The 
f ‘ thing in which I am going to engage is of great importance, and attended 

; “ with danger of life and no interest to myself. However, the ill-will, zeal, 

‘ “ and great rancour I have for the Europeans, emboldens me to disregard 
“ my life, which I am not afraid to lose. This would appeaf to you as a 
f “ Ijoyish trick, but don’t think so.” We have no further account of the 

4" writer 
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writer of this letter. He subscribes himself Nago Deorao’s “ sincere friend 
and servant,” and states, that he wishes to. embark fur Bengal at the end of 
the month. He further says, “ from the calculations which 1 have made and 
“ the accounts from Europe, which are much to the purpose, I am certain 
“ that our affairs will go on well. The opportunity should not be lost, and 
“ haste is necessary.” 

223. The paper g is an original note from llercuiano do Neronha to Tlaojee 
Kotenees, dated Panjum, the 15tli April 1834, respecting which the Kotenees 
has deposed as follows; “ The paper marked g is written to me by Erculan, 

“ under date the 15th April 1834 ; it is the original, true paper. Nago 
“ Deorao gave in my presence a letter of the Sattara Raja in charge of Mu- 
“ doom-more, to deliver to the Viceroy, and told Erculan to give the answer 
“ to me, after which he returned to Pedney. 1 also went away to Araba, 

“ from whence 1 sent a note to Prculan ; and this i.s his reply, namely, that 
“ the answer (to the Raja’s letter) was not prepared, as the fiovernor was 
“ busy, but that I should send a man for it on Friday or Saturday, and after 
“ the Rainnowmee come myself, bringing Nana with me. 1 did not send for 
“ the letter, but Herculano sent the thely (letter in a bag) from the Viceroy 
“ to the Raja, which 1 sent to JNiago Deorao at Korgaon.” This note is of 
great importance, as proving, in my mind, that a genuine correspondence was 
maintained by the Governor and the Raja, and that Don Maiioel wuis jjer- 
.sonally implicated in these intrigues ; for there i.s no evident reason why 
Herculano should practise deception with his friend, the Kf)tenees, however 
much he might have been inclined to impo.se on the other inirtics. It also, I 
think, proves that the letters aliege<l to have been written by the (lovernor 
really proceeded IVom himself; for, on the supposition that these were forged 
by the subordinate agents, it would not have been said, in a confidential 
note from ■one of lhe.se agents to another, that the reason why the answer for 
Sattara w'as not jirepared w as because! the Viceroy was too busy to prepare 
it, being occupied with papers from Macao. 

224. The paper h is in Portuguese, and is apparently a translation of a 
letter in the name of the Raja of Sattara to the Viceroy of (Joa. This is in 
reply to the Governor's letter of the 22d .January 1833, already remarked on 
in the 214th paragraph of my minute, and after thanking him for the att<!n- 
tion he hatl paid to his washes, observes, “ 1 beg to re[)eat to your Excel- 
“ lency, that my most ardent wd.she.s have, on several occasions, jiut me in 
“ mind to consult your Excefl eney about sending the honoured ncreulano 
“ de Neronha to the Court of Portugal, entrusted with the management of 
“ the aflairs communicated to your Excellency, in view to his exposing, in 
“ the pre.sence of his (Catholic Maje.sty, my grievances, which I sutt’er from 
“ the British nation without a cause, and the usurpation of my kingdom, 
“ wdiich has taken place .some few years back, without any principle or 
“ treaty ; on the contrary, against the law's and treaties among the civilized 
“ nations in Fmrope as well as Asia. Without cause nor fundament for the 
“ said extortion which they make of the right of my kingdom, they are in 
“ the continuation of practising robberies and assassinat«)ns among the miscr- 
“ able Asiatic people. This grieves my soul, to sec the .said people deprived 
“ of all their rights, without the means of maintaining themselves and their 
“ families. I have various vague accounts of the ambition of the British 
“ nation. They have been enabled to set the whole of Europe in discord, 
“ and to vitiate all the cabinets, by the distribution of money, w'ithout the 
“ least regard to their character or to the honour of the British, nation. The 
“ king of the said nation lying buried in an abyss, they even forget that such 
“ a king exists, and forming what arc called a company of the .said British 
“ nation, which is nothing more than an aggregate of some politicians of the 
“ said nation, only to ruin the other nations, both European and Asiatic, 
“ they prohibit the negotiation, rights, and gain, of each nation. Thus I 
“ wanted to describe and to talk to your Excellency about that nation! but 
“ the honoured Nago Deorao, who is effectively at the order of your Excel- 
“ lency, will lay the whole in the presence of your Excellency personally.” 
This paper is not authenticated, and I doubt whether, as supposed by Raojee 
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SATTARA Kotenecs, it is in reality a translation of one actually written by the Raja, 

PAPERS. oj jg merely a draft of one prepared by Ilerculano himself or some other 

person ; but, however this may be, the custody whence it comes may warrant 
by the tJovernor, our considering it as illustrative of the views and feelings of the party who 

;> May 1838. carried on the intrigue, and it is only in that light that I point it out to 

attention. 


225. The last document, lettered i, is in the Portuguese language, and is a 
note dated the 25th .July 1835, addressed to Nago Deorao. The writer’s 
signature is illegible, but its contents are: “ Friend and sir, 1 send you my 
“ Batigh Atmaram to speak to you. I beg you will receive him and serve 
“ as a friend, for which 1 shall be much obliged.” In a P. S. the writer re¬ 
quests that his past account may be delivered, either in money, clothes, or 
other articles, and a receipt taken. 

22C. The second portion of the “ Warree Papers” obtained from Balkoba 
Kelkur consists of thirty-eight Mahratta documents, numbered 1 to 38. It 
has already been clearly shewn, that these were in Nago Beorao’s pos.session 
when he died ; and, as may be observed respecting their genuineness indi¬ 
vidually, without reference to the evidence which applies to them generally, 
and which I have already considered, I will %tatc what occurs to me on this 
head, and, at the same time, oft'er such remarks as each document may 
.suggest. 

227. No. I is an exact counterpart, in Mahratta, of the Portuguese letter 
of Don Mauocl to the Raja, commented on in the 214th paragraph of this 
minute. Kaojee Kolences (22 list A.) says, “ this is the original translation 
“ of a thcly (letter in a bag) sent by the Viceroy Sahib to the Raja of Sattara. 
” It is in the hand-writing of SukharaTii Kamut, Doobhasee of the (ioa 
“ government: his signature and mortub are on it.” Dajeeba Waeed (No.24 
list A.) confirms the above, and states, that he is acquainted with the Doo- 
bhasee’s hand-writing. Morapunt .losee (No. 26 list .4.) deposes to the same 
effect; and Hurry Punt Fatuck, as was natural (for he never visited ( Joa), 
states, that he does not recognize the document. In his letter of the 15th 
February last, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans remarks, “ The Mahratta document 
“ itself is clearly an original paper. It is on Portuguese paper, and the body 
“ of the letter is written in the same hand-writing, which is of a very peculiar 
“ kind, as the signature, verifying it as a true translation. The signature 
“ it.self is Shrec Sukharam Narrain Sudaseo. Kamut Werg, Doobhasee of 
“ Shrec Launstan Shree Nugur Shree, (loa, and it is stamped at the end of 
“ the.se words with what is stated to be the seal of the interpreter.” Thus 
authenticated, thi.s document is of the first importance, not only as itself 
authenticating the letter in the Portuguese language {a of li.st E.), but also 
because it confirms the oral evidence, that it was usual that the letters from 
the Governor should be accomprinied by a Mahratta version, not prepared by 
Nago Deorao or any of his a.ssociates, but by a public officer of the*Goa 
government. 

228. No. 2 is merely a copy of No. 1, in the hand-writing of Morapunt 
•losee, who stales, “ that Nana made him take a copy to keep with him.self.” 

229. Nos. 3, 4, and 5, arc stated to be original letters addressed by the 
Raja of Sattara to Don Manuel. Two of them are recognised by Hurry 
Punt Fatuck to be in the hand-writing of his son, Nana Fatuck, and this is 
confirmed by Narrain Bhutt Chittey. Tlie third. No. 5, is acknowledged by 
Morapunt Josee to be in his own hand-writing; but he .states, that it is a copy, 
and that the original was delivered to Don Manoel. In which statement he 
differs‘from llaojce Kotenees, who says that it is an original. Dajeeba Waeed 
deposes, that the.se four letters were among the papers returned to Nago Dco- 
rao by the Governor. (Vide Mr. Willoughby’s Summary, BB. 3). Finally, 
all four are sealed with the sicca and mortub alluded to in the summary 
BB.4. 

230. The letter No. 3 is dated the 20th February 1831, and represents that 
Nago Deorao had formerly been deputed with a letter, and was fully conver¬ 
sant 
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sant with the whole matter; that the Raja’s health was deranged, and that 
the Governor’s/** confidential person, Erculan Noray Son-lao-more, the Doc¬ 
tor,” should therefore be sent to administer remedies. No. 4 is dated the 
20th December 1830, and acknowledges the receipt of a letter from the 
Governor, in which he had stated, “Friendship has already existed between 
“ the two states: for the business every support;will be given from here.” 
The Raja comments on this, and says, that this friendship “ has worn out on 
" both sides, but has been renewed through the Governor’s mediationand 
expresses his confidence, that “ affairs here will be accomplished by the Goa 
“ Government,” and that support and aid will be extended. In conclusion, 
he states that liis affairs would be made known by the Rajushri Nago Deorao. 


231. No. 6 is dated the 18th .lune 1833, and after alluding to a letter for¬ 
merly sent by Erculan dc Noray, who had been “ verbally de.sired to make an 
“ intimation,” but to which no answer had been received, the Raja states, that 
in consequence of this, Nago Deorao and Eshwunt Raofee had been “ charged 
“ with the whole matter and had been despatched to Goa,” and requests the 
Governor “ to hear the matter fully, and to communicate in writing his senti- 
" ments, as to what is to be done about it for the future,” that his (the Raja’s) 
mind might be satisfied and invigorated. Finally, he writes, “ we have 
“ numerous difficulties here. They have spoken some matters, whidi the 
“ above two persons will make known.” 


232. The documents Nos. 6, 7, and 8 are of high importance. They are 
all three identified by Hurry Punt Fatuck, as being in his son, Nana Fatuck’s, 
hand-writing ; and this is confirmed by Narrain Bhutt Chittey. No. 7 is dated 
the 14th December 1829, and is to this effect. “ On your answer to the 
“ communication of this friend being received, the practicability of tlie 
“ exalted project desired by tliis friend, and the success of the objects, are 
“ apparent, which being writlen separately is herewith transmitted. This 
“ being taken into your most prudent consideration, what this friend has at 
“ prc.sent been deprived of may be restored, for this purpose laying it very 
“ cautiously before the padshah (king). To take such pains as may be 
“ necessary to forward its objects you are perfectly wise. Exert yourself 
“ without fail, and for the success of the whole: whatever may be done should 
“ be done with caution. Let your friendship and kindness remain, and may 
“ God preserve you for many years.” No. 8 is evidently the enclosure to No. 
7, and is a tuhnamch, or treaty, of eleven articles, of the same date as the 
letter forwarding it, proposed to be entered into by the Raja of Sattara with 
“ Visliwas Needhee Padshah Don Miguel, of the original State of Portugal,” 
and the following is the substance of the agreement. 


233. Ai't. 1st sets forth, that the English had swallowed up the Raja’s 
dominions, and that, to. aid in recapturing them, the king of Portugal is to 
furnish 30,000 troops, or such number as may. be considered necessary, with 
gunpowder and shot. The Raja to defray their monthly pay, from the date 
of departure until the termination of the project, together with the expense of 
ships, sailors, and gunpowder and shot. 

Art. 2d. After the territories, forts, districts, posts, and tributes held under 
the administration of Muhdhow Row Narrain* are recovered, the Raja agrees 
to retain 12,000 Portuguese troops, and to assign territory of the annual value 
of one crore of rupees for their support, and the honorary treatment of the 
Padshah. 

Art. 3d. Prisoners captured during the war to be dealt with as both parties 
may consent. , 

Art. 4th, Native stores captured to belong to the Raja; European stores to 
be divided between both parties.. 

Art. 5. Of whatever new country may betaken, exclusive of that which 
'vas held by Mahdhow Row Narrain, a third share is to be given to Portugal. 

Art. 6th. The Portuguese ports and country in the possession of tlie English 
to be recaptured and made over to Portugal. 

^Art. 7tb 

* He was born in April 1774, and died in October 1795. 
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SATJARA Art. 7th. Refugees from the, country of one party not to be admitted in the 
PAPERS. country of the other party without consent. 

Art. 8th. After war has commenced, should the English sue for peace, 
y the Governor, nothing is to be done except by mutual consent, and no peace should be con- 
3 May 1838. eluded separately. 

Art. 9th. This tuhnaineh is transmitted to you (Don Miguel), with other 
papers, through Don MaiiocI dc Portugal e Castro, Governor and Capitao- 
general of Goa, in wlioni we have full confidence, in order to relievo our ryots, 
who have been much ruined by the Englisli. 

Art. 10th. 1’lie Raja to prepare and send any native stores which may be 
required to the Governor General. Friendship to continue between the parties 
for ever; and any other stipulations, “ tending to the prosperity of both 
states,” to Ijc proposed by the King of Portugal, and taken into consideration 
by the Raja. 

Art. 11th. No treaty to be concluded or negotiations entered into with any 
European or Native State, except with the sanction of the two States of Portu¬ 
gal and of the Chutraputtee (Raja of Sattara). 

234. Tiic letter No. (5 is nut in its proper place, and should have been No. 8; 
for it must be regarded as a supplemental article of the treaty. It is of the 
same date as 7 and 8, and in it the Raja writes, “ When the intentions of the 
“ tuhnainehs (agreements) .separately sent to you are accomplished, in order 
“ that friendship may continue as long as tin; sun and moon endure, out of 
“ our own grace and of our own free will, we agree to grant you a territory 
“ worth five lacs of rupees per annum.” 

235. These three documents arc sealed with the sicca and mortul,i delivered 
up with Nago Deorao’s pa]rers; and Dajeeba Waeed .states, that they were 
among the papers given back to Nago by Don Manoel at Vingorla. Raojee 
Kotenees states, that No. 8 is the “ original tuhnamch .sent by the. Raja of Sat¬ 
tara to the Viceroy of Goa, to forward to the King of l*ortugaI. On reference to 
the oral evidence (Summary AA. 1) it will have been seen, that almost the first 
step taken by the agents employed in these intrigues was to draw up “ a yad 
of stipulations ” at Sattara, which Nago Deorao took to Goa. I have observed 
in a I'ormer part of this minute, that this yad probably underwent variations ; 
but, in one shape or another, several of the witne.sses depo.se to having .seen 
the document, and one of them to having copied it for the Swamee ol' Sunkesh- 
wur. It is also clearly proved that Nana Fatuck,* in who.se hand-writing No. 8 
is, was sent to Goa in 1829; and this person is proved to have taken a very active 
part in the intrigues at their commencement, and more e.s|)eeially about the 
period of Herculano’s mission to Sattara in June 1831; and, as his father 
states that he died in August 1832, it is clear that the document now pro¬ 
duced mu.st have existed before that time, and ctinnot therefore have been 
recently fabricated to injure the Raja. 

236. On the whole, I am of opinion that these documents arc genuine. The 
designswhich they develope are highly preposterous ; and the Goa authorities, 
w hatever their views or motives in lending any countenance to such a scheme, 
must have knowm that its success, except under a conjunction of cireumstauces 
out of all rational contemplation, was quite impossible. Even the Raja him¬ 
self could only, by a considerable degree of self-delusion, have been blinded 
to the absurdity of his plans; but unless it is to be held that no weight or con¬ 
currence of evidence can possibly establish the fact of his having entertained 
so senseless a project, I see no reason to doubt the fact; and, on the contrary, 
firmly believe that the draft of the treaty of the 14th December 1829, exhibits 
the real mind of liis Highness, and contains the conditions on which he pro- 
po.sed, and eagerly desired to form, an alliance with the King of Portugal. 

237. No. 

* It appears from tlic evidence of Tialkoba Kclkur, that rivalry and jealousy existed between 
Nana F.-ituck and Nago Deorao. This witness, with reference to Herculano's mission, states, " Nana 
“ I'atuck, with the desire of obtaining greatness for himself, said to Nana Waeed, ‘ The Maliaraj's 
“ wish is, that hefore the business is completed, you should not come;’ and he snid to'the Mabaraj, 
“ ‘ Before the business is accomplished, Nana Waeed says he will not come to Sattara.’ Thus he 
“ mentioned on both sides in different ways; but, on my intimating the matter to Nana, he also 
: “ came with them.” 
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237. No. 9 is an original letter from the Raja to the Governor of Goa, dated SATTARA 

the 15th January 1835. It acknowledges a letter from the Governor of the I’apers. ; 
15th May, in which he had written, “ As soon as an answer comes from the Mhiutu ‘ 

“ principal place it will be communicated.” The Rj^ja then observes, “ Here by the Oovemo 
“the enemy has given'the news of the principal place, which has caused SMayJSSS. 
“ apprehensions and many suspicions, and the Vakeel has been written to to 

“ communicate them. You being a perfect friend will do all that is conducive 
“ to my prosperity, but at present all things have assumed a different aspect, and 
''the affair here being very delicate, at some lime may tend to my ruin. Who 
“ are my foes is already known to you, therefore, in order that the intentions 
“of the purpose here jnay not traitspire at all, ukmvkb up all the papkks 
“ which may appertain here to the confidential Vakeels of this Government, Nago 
“ .JJeorao and Eshwimt Row (Raojee Kotenees). It is not your wish that any 
“ misha[) should befal me. Being so convinced, any thing which may give a 
“ trace to the enemy should m>t be done ; therefore, whatever is .secret keep in 
“ your mind, and contribute to my easiness (of mind). A communication of 
“ several paragraphs is addressed to the Vakeels, to which return replies, and 
“ 1 will adopt means accordingly.” In conclusion, the Governor is invited to 
attend the marriage of the Raja’s daughter; and the Raja states “ that he is 
“ anxious for an interview,” and promises to make provision for the Governor’s 
journey. 

« 

238. The above is a very important document. It confirms the statement 
of the witnes.ses. as to the manner in whieh the original letters of the Raja to 
the Governor returned to Nago Deorao. It does, however, more; for it 
explains, as I think, the feelings which led the Raja, or rather Nago, as his 
agent, to .ecUiim tlie letters. 1 call this the immediate act of Nago, because, 
from the evidence of Dajceba, who wrote the letter, it clearly appears that 
Nago directed it to be written, under the general power whieh, as the w'itnoss 
declares, the Maharaj had delegated to him of writing and giving jiapers. 

“ Nago Deorao and Eshwimt Raojee,” the witness adds, “ having <lrawn out 
“ a rough draft at Rybunder, gave it to’me, according to which I wrote it.” 

Allowing, however, for the reserve which disgui.ses all Asiatic correspondence, 
the letter seems to me to express very discoverably, the alarm which the 
agents in the intrigue must liave experienced at the revolution wliich had just 
taken place in Goa, consequent, as it was, on one in Portugal. The bad new.s 
alluded to was plainly the superse.ssion of Don Manoel by Bernardo l*ercz de 
Silva, who as.sumcd charge on the 14th January 1835, only the day before the 
letter bears date. Don Manoel was now only the di.scarded servant of a dis¬ 
carded master. The treaty of 1829, which w^as in terms drawTi up between 
the Raja and Don Miguel, became worthless, even supjjosing it executed by 
the latter. The letter might well say that “all things had assumed a diffe¬ 
rent aspect;” for at that moment, the parties must have thought all their 
schemes hopeless, and their past labours abortive. Under such circumstances, 
it seems natural enough that they should be anxious to got back the substan¬ 
tial proofs of their guilt, which the cx- Viccroy possessed, and which, though 
powerless to serve, might, in case of accident, be effectual to betray him. By 
what consideration, either occurring to themselves or suggested to them by 
the other party concerned, they were subsequently led to prolong the con¬ 
nexion with the ex-Viceroy, it is impossible to say decisively. Perhaps a 
remarkable paper (No. 16 of List E.), which will hereafter be noticed, may be 
considered as throwing some light on the subject. Certain it is, that the 
intrigue was, after all, continued, or perhaps we may rather say, resumed ; 
for any efforts that might still be made by Don Manoel to serve them must have 
reference to a very different state of things, and their plans M'ould liav« to be 
modified accordingly. 

239. If it should be said, that it seems very strange that Don Manoel, or 
whoever acted for him, should have consented to give back the Raja’s papers, 
without exacting the restoration of his own in return, I observe, as before, 
that our business is not to account for actions, but to prove them. I do not, 
however, think the circumstance so strange as it may at first sight appear. 

Goa was at that time a scene of trouble. The ex-Viceroy was at Viugorla, 
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anxiously watching for the means of an immediate departure lor Europe. To 
obtain the return of his own letters from the Raja would have been a work of 
time: it could be effected only by a special mission to Sattara, two hundred 
miles distant. In this position, it is very suppoaeable that he should have 
yielded to the importunity of Nago, who is proved to have made the application 
in person, without insisting on a condition to which he might probably attach 
very little importance; for it is to be observed, that there was no equality 
between the situations of the two parties. To the ex-Viceroy detection might 
be inconvenient; to the Raja it was ruin irremediable. For that very reason, 
indeed, his Highness was sure to keep the letters pretty safely. Nor, after 
all, is it proved, that every paper without exception was given back. It is 
possible enough, that the ex-Viceroy might retain one or more, as a protection 
to himself in an extreme case. I give this, not as actual explanation of facts 
which 1 have no means of explaining, but merely to shew,that there is no such 
inherent improbability in the statement, as should make us hesitate to receive 
it when attested by competent evidence, 

240. Nos. 10 and 11 are two letters dated the 26th July 1836, dictated by 
NagoDeorao, four days before his death, from Warree; the first to the Raja of 
Sattara; the second addressed jointly to Hurry Punt Fatuck, Raojee Kotenees, 
and Narrain Bhutt Chittey. in his letter to the Raja, after alluding to com¬ 
munications sent by Raojee Koteness and Narrain Bhutt, and to Wvo “ humble 
“ supplications and a horse formerly sent,” the writer states, that his sickness 
had increased, and that being overcome by disease, and convinced that he 
would never sec the Raja’s feet again, he had written a supplication, and 
having intimated all to lialcrishna Ragoonath and Moro Bullal Josee, he had 
sent them to the presence. After this preamble, Nago prefers the five fol¬ 
lowing requests: 

1st. That the offerings and perpetual lamp of the Deo of Shree Reven- 
sidh may constantly continue. 

2d. That a debt due from him to the shop at Revensidh may be paid. 

3d. That his children, who are young and ignorant, may be provided 
for,‘and protected, as the Raja may think proper. 

4th. That the pledge to liquidate the debt due by the late Chintorara 
be fulfilled. 

.5th. That a provision be made for Dajeeba Waecd, who has been with 
me for two or three years, has much exerted himself, and has been of 
infinite service during my sickness. 

Having made the above reque.sts, he concludes thus: " The master has hitherto 
“ provided for me in every way, and will do so hereafter; therefore, taking this 
“ supplication into consideration, the master is powerful to make a provision. 
“ The paptrs and Hamps have been delivered into the charge of JBalcrishna Ragoo- 
“ noth. By the virtuous actions of the muster the affair will be accomplished ; 
" but myself, being unfortunate, I am bereft of the feet. Never mind, Shree 
“ Sidraj will bless the master with constant prosperity.” 

241. In his letter to his three coadjutors, Nago Deorao informs them, that 
since their departure, his distemper daily increasing, and his constitution 
getting very weak, being overcome with disease and despairing of recovery, 
he had written a, humble supplication, which they were to present and get 
the whole of the arrangements made. Nago then observes : “ He will comply, 

of which I am assured. Balumbhutjce, Balkoba Tatia, Dajeeba Waeed, 
“ and^Morapunt Dajee, will communicate all the matter. In short, remeni* 
“ bering how you and myself have hitherto behaved, take care of all the 
“ mundullee, and see them all conduct themselves with one unanimous concern, 
“ and the affair, through the grace of Shree Sidh, should be accomplished by 
“ the exertions of all. The Deo being favourable will crown it with success; 
“ to accomplish his own affair, it depends on Shree Deo. My desire was, 
“ that the affair might succeed, and all, with pleasing consideration, might 
“ be ready in the service of the Deo. Persevering in it, you should, by the 
“ command of the Shree, accomplish it: he will have favour. Do not desert 
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“ Dajceba Waeed ; and it rests with you all to fulfil tlio pledge given by mo 
“ to Many Babjcc Wittul. Let your kind regard remain.’’ 

242. Licutenanl-Colonel Ovans very naturally calls our particular attention 
to these ducunienls, which, if their aullieuticity be established, arc, I conceive, 
of themselves, quite sufficient to prove whose agent Nago Dcorao really was 
in the tloa affair. On the point of their authenticity, few who leatl the 
accoi'iit of the death-lied scene, as given by eye-witnesses, which the pajiers 
contain, and which will be found faithfully extracted in the summary of 
evidence 13B. I, will entertain any duuiit. Tliat summary, however, tioes not 
contain the direct evidence to the hund-writiiig and identity of the letters, 
which therefore 1 ilecio it proper to extract entiic. Morapnut .losee says, 
“ Thc.se two letters (Nos. 10 and 1 I) an- in niy hand-writing. Nana (Nago) 
“.made mo write them at the time of his death. Both letters are completed 
“by Nana himself with his own hand.” B.ilkoba Kelkiir says, “T have 
“ looked at the paper No. 10 : it is the same letter which Nana, at the time of 
“ his d(>ath, left with me to giv<- to the .Maharaj.” Dajceba Waeed says, 
“ These two pajiers (Nos. 10 and II) are in the hand-wriling of Morapunt 
“ .losee, and Sidhraj, near Shri, and I kUnupuhah, at the eml. thes(> words arc 
“ in the hand-w'riting ol' Nago Deorao. Tlie.si' are the .same pajiers which 
“ were written at the time of his death !” Itaoji'c Kotences say s, “ I'he payicrs 
“ Nos. 10 and 11 are in Morapiinl .lose(‘’s hand-writing. No. 10 seems begun 
“ and completed in the hand-writing of Nago Deorao, and No. 11 is completed 
“ hj him. r now see them for the iir.st lime.” Hurry Vimt l''atuek says, 
“ The papers 10 and 11 aie written by iMorapiint .To.see, and near Shri, and at 
“ the end luue been completed by Nana \\ need. 1 did not see either of 
“tlic.se letters before.” Lastly, IS'iirrain BhutI Cluttey says, “’I’he paper 
“ No. JO IS written to the Maharaj hy Nago Deorao, in the hand-writing of 
“ Moiajniiit .Jos«>(. It ajipears to ha\e beem begun near Rhri, and to have 
“ het II completed at the (uid by Nana himself. No. 11 is also written by 
“ Alorapunt, and begun and finished b\ Nana Waeeil in liis own hand- 

‘ ivrifiiii 


24:1. Independently of this mass of evidence in support of the aiitheiitieity 
of thi'se doeiiinents, the eonlcnts of the letters are just such as might have 
been e\peeted. Mdiat more natural than the supplication of tlie dying man 
iu favour of the shriiu“ of llt'vensidh, whieli he is pio^cfl to liave constantly 
visited dining llu‘ progrt'ss of the iiitiigue ; and for the payment of a debt 
which he had contriieted in that servin' ( M'liat moie natural tliau his jieti- 
tions in behalf ol his children, and o( the ne]>lie\v, who during the last two or 
three yeans of his lile had been his constant eonqianioii, and liis eoadjntor in 
the service of the jicrsoii addressed? What more natural, than that he should 
request his master to redeem a jdedge which hi' had made to Cliiiitorain 
(Chiutapunt), the uncle of Morapunt Josee, who may Ix' said to have died in 
the cause which Ixith had embraced. The letters ynove, also, the zeal of 
Nago ill the e'ause, and his eonfidenee of ultimate sueeess, and are entitled to 
that credit due to documents originating from a person wiio touched the closing 
mumeiit of life, and who, imder a solemn consciousness of his situation, was 
c,xpressing his last washes in eontidential emnmuiuon with his intimate friends. 
A eoiuhinalion of the mo.st extraordinary eireuinstniices has jilaeid these 
letters in our possc.ssion ; but nothing could be farther from the intention of 
the writer, than that they should fall under anv eyes but those of the ])er.sous 
addressed, and especially of his master and yiatrou. 

244. Tliose letters are, in auotlier view, curious, as mdircetly I'onfirniing 
facts elicited from the general body of the evidence. It is to be olxserved, 
that the three persons jointly addres,scd by Nago in the second letter, together 
with the four [lersons then at his bedside, and to whom lie refers for a fuller 
communication of his sentiments, exactly eouslituted all that then .survived 
of the munduUve, of whom he had long bci-n the 'dekiiowledged head. It was 
not likely tliat he should comprise in his address Mahdeo Row Sirkey, who 
had ouly very recently been admitted into the affair, who is proved to have 
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SATTARA no friendly feelings towards Nago,* and who was admitted rather as a 

PAPERS. check on him than an assistant. His making no mention of that person, 

— therefore, is not inconsistent with the general tenor of the narration, while 

‘ hy the Governor specific mention of the other seven, and his earnest exhortation to the 
& May 1888. ’ three addressed, to “ take care of all the mundullee and see them all conduct 
“ themselves with one unanimous consent,” adding, “ and the affair, through 
“ the grace of Shri Sidh, should be accomplished by the exertions of all,” 
indirectly confirms the account given by several other witnesses, as to who 
were the principal associates of Nago in the active management of the intrigue. 
At the commencement of the letter, also, he makes a distinction between 
1 Hurry Punt and the other two persons addressed, which is observable. The 

other two, separately from Hurry Punt, are told that, “ since this evait," the 
distemper daily increased. The evidence, as might lie expected, shews that 
both Ilaojee Kotenees and Narraiu Bhutt Chittcy had recently been with 
Nago in the Goa country, and the latter had even seen him at Warrcc where 
j he died, whereas Hurry Punt is known never to have stirred from Sattara. 

245. I have another observation to offer on these letters, which I think not 
immaterial. Both of them, but cspcciallyNo.il, bespeak a confidence in 
the ultimate success of the intrigue, founded on religious feelings, which is 
very remarkable. He declares that the Shri Deo will crown it with success; 
that the Deo will “ accomplish his own affair that the party should all be 
“ ready in the service of the Deo.” These expressions may indicate the Icad- 
t ing motive of this indefatigable agent. It was a])parently not ambition, oi 

avarice, or simple fidelity to an engagement; it was a persuasion that he 
was labouring in a sacred and meritorious enterprizc, and one under the 
iimncdiale protection of the divinity, in honour of whom it had been under¬ 
taken. That he should have entertained this belief i.s ciuilc consistent with 
the known fact, that the undertaking had originally bcc'ii suggested to him 
by the Swaniec of Sunkeshwur, a person deeply interested in the support of 
the Hindu religion ; while it, at the same time, may explain both the ardour 
and the confidence of the agent, in the jircsi'rvation of a jiurpose which, on 
all rational jirinciplcs, he must have felt to be desperate. It is, indeed, 
impossible to witne.ss the satisfaction which Nago, on his death-bed, evinces 
at the recollection of his own exertions in carrying on this perfidious intrigue, 
and the calm, but sanguine hope, which he exprcs.scs of its ultimate success 
through the favour of Shri Deo, without sincerely wishing that so much zeal 
and energy had been devoted to a better faith and a worthier cause. 

240. The letters Nos. 12 and 13, dated the 15<// jMohurriim (2Gth .lune'' 
and \.sl f 15th April), but no year mentioned, purport to lie originals 

from the Baja to Don Alaiiocl. The first announces the arrival of Henuilano, 
who came in charge of a letter, and states, that he had been informed of the 
state of health, for which remedies should be devised. Nago Doorao, it is 
added, and Bshwunt Bam Krushna (Ilaojee) will be desjiatched. They will 
e.xplain all, and medicines .should be appointed; they will explain the rest. 
The second acknowledges the receijit of a letter from the Governor, stating 
that Krculan had gone on public duty, and that he should be sent as .soon as 
he returned, and congratulates Don Manocl on having received some new 
^ title, the news of which had afforded the writer indescribable pleasure. It 

concludes by observing, that Nago Deorao, who was always near the Go¬ 
vernor, would comraiuiicate with him. 

247. These letters are sealed like the rest, and are stated by Dajeeba 
Waecd to have been among those returned by the Governor to Nago Deorao. 
They are proved to be in the hand-writing of Nana Fatuck by the evidence 
of Hurry Punt Fatuck, Narrain Bhutt Chittey, and Morapunt .loscc, con¬ 
sequently they must have been written before August 1832, when he died; 
and as licrculano’s rai.ssiou undoubtedly occurred in June 1831, the correct 
' dates arc probably the 15th of April and 2Gth Junef of that year. No. 12 

' must, I think, be taken figuratively, not m reality referring to the health ot 

\ the 

■' * Evutcncc on tlie paper No, 35. 

t The meeting, ii will be recollected, occurred on or about the 19th June 1831. 
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the Raja himself but to that of his state. On the former supposition, no SATTAB.4 
reason appears why the agents at Goa should enter into explanations with the PAPERS. 

Governor on the subject: at the same time, it* is probable enough that an Minute 

allusion was intended to the professional character of Hcrculano. It will be by Hictjovernoif 
recollected, that in the letter inviting that person to Sattara (see above, •'* ' 

{ taragroph 230) it was expressly said, that he was to administer remedies to 
tis Highness. This would, perhaps, have l)cen made the pretext for his 
visit, had he been detected at the time. The letter No. 13, which was the 
earlier written of the two, corroborates the oral evidence of Narrain Bhutt 
Chittey and Raojee Kotences, both of whom state, that when Nana Fatuck 
proceeded to Goa to conduct Hcrculano to Sattara, he was told that Hcrcu- 
iano was absent, and should be sent when he returned. The allusion to the 
Governor’s new title is also founded in fact; for I am informed, that when 
he first arrived in India he was only Governor and Captain-General, but that, 
jn 1831, he was by the government of Don Miguel appointed Viceroy of Goa 
and its dependencies. 

248. No. 14 is a paper without date, containing apparently requisitions 
from the Governor of Goa to the Raja of Sattara. It is proved by Hurry 
Punt Fatuck and Narrain Bhutt Chittey to be in Nana Fatuck's hand-writing, 
and Raojee Kotences states, that he saw it in Nago Deorao’s possession. It 
is a curious ducunient, calling for information under nineteen heads, exactly 
of that nature which the Governor might be supposed anxious to receive, 
previously to his embarking his country in hostilities on behalf of the Raja. 

It must not, therefore, be inferred, that he entertained any such design. The 
document, from its nature, does not admit of abbreviation, but one of the 
lequisitions is too remarkable to be passed over iii silence. The fifteenth 
requisition is as follows: “In what way was the present treaty with the Ma- 
“ hanij concluded; what is the nature of the arrangement respecting him ; 

“ what is the extent of his sovereignty; v'hat trin the Jirst promkc viaik; 

“ who possessi's the sovereignty over the rest of the Prudhans, and how do 
“they eondiict theinselves' After carefully a.secrtaining, this .should be 
“ written.” The intenogatoiy I have underlined clearly proves, that, in the 
intercourse with Goa, complaint must liave been made of a breach of faith 
on our part, when our existing treaty with the Raja was framed; and it is 
\ery imjiortaiit to obsen’e, that this infamous and unfounded charge against 
Biitish honour is to be traced in documents which we have received from the 
advocate of the Raja, Dr. Milne, the late President of tlie Bombay Medical 
Board. 

249. No. 1.0 is also a remarkable document. It is headed in Portugue.se 
and Mahratta, “ Instructions and these are said to have been verbally coni- 
nmiiicated to the Raja’s agents, and afterwards committed to writing by 
Dajeeba Waecd according to their dictation. It coiLsists of nine heads. 

1st. The Raja is recommended to turn his attention to the promotion 
of commerce. 

2d. To cause ton persons in each village to be instriistcd “ in cannon¬ 
ading and military discipline,” annually to inspect them, and- to treat 
them with honour and distinction. 

3d. To maintain a friendly intercourse with the ruler of Goa, throiigli 
whom troops and stores may be landed ; for, it is added, “ this is the onh/ 

*'• door in this country Jbr your people to Europe.'^ The Governor a.ssigns 
reasons why he could not introduce the Raja to his successor, namely, 

“ He is not of my rank, being a native of this country, standing in the 
“ favour of the Elder Master (Don Pedro).” ' 

4th. To keep always in view the jireservatioii of unanimity among all 
Sawustances and Sirdars (kings and chiefs), as far as the Sikhs. '' ’ 

“ have intimated,” he says, “ to the principal station, that you 
“ Master of all the Hindoos.” 

5th. To translate and read twice a-day “histories of Bonajiartc, and 
“ other valiant and intelligent kings and chiefs who distinguished them¬ 
selves 
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“ Selves, and who, by their courage, overcame their enemies .and con- 
“ temporary states, and,gained the highest glory.” 

(Jth. To establish a school like one at (loa. 

’ 7fh. “ Your Sena]nittee, and the high Sirdars below him, .should be 

“ taught our di.scipline, and the books which exist regarding the managing 
“ of an army, after converting them into the Hindoo language. The 
“ books of yenr enemy can, if required, be procured : those and ours 
“ arc of a similar description.” 

8th. The Tiaja is advised to take into his service, some Portuguese 
soldiers of artillery and infantry, about to return home on furlough. It 
is added, however, “ but your enemy will take offence at this ; for, even 
“ i( a few remain in your country, they will be found by them to l>e for- 
‘‘ niidahle, therefore the matter is communicated to the Vakeel.” 

iUi). To befriend Raojee Kotenecs; “for when,” says the writer, “I 
“ de))art from my own country, it will be obligatory on him to retire to a 
“ remote place, as I cannot introduce him to the new Governor. 1., 
“ intend soon, according to your wishes, to return to this country.” 

250. I'he evidence in support of this document is as follows. Dajccba 
Maced says, “This is my hand-writing. The matter which Uon Maiiocl 
“ mentioned to Nana and Raojee. Kotenee.s to commujiieate to the JMaharaj, 
“ they both made me take down in writing.” Raojee Kotenees says, “ the 
“ intimations which were to be made to the Tlaja of Sattara from the Vjeeroy 
“ Sahib, these were eomiiiitteil to ix ijtul by Nana AYaced : this is that nad.” 
In his cross-examination, Raojee further say.s, “ Nago wentto Vingorla to tin.' 
“ Viceroy and conversed with him. 1 did not go there; but Nago inforined 
“ me, v/i/t/.v of their convcr.sation were caused to be written by Dajeeba W aeed, 

either at Araba or Rybundur. These w'cre afterw'ards explained to the 
“ Raja, first by Nagol>eorao, and .secondly by myself.” Hurry Runt I'uluek 
says, “ Formerly, Raojee Kotenees said to me, Don Manoel, by way of 
“ instruction, has made and given for the Maharaj, lint I did not see tile 

“ yr/r/there. I see it now, and it is of the same nature as Raojee Kotenees 
“ mentioned, and the Kotenecs explained it to the iVialiaraj in my presence.” 
Alorapunt .losce says, “ The matter writti n in them (15 and Ki) was exjilained 
“ by Raojee Kotenees to the Maharaj, in my prt:seMce, in A.!). 18;{5-,‘{tJ.” I 
think, therefore, that there can be little <loubt that this paper is really Ibmided 
on .some verbal communication which took place between the Raja's agents 
and the Governor of Goa, when the latter was making his jireparations to 
return to luiropi. 

251. No. IG is another paper of thesanie dc.seription as No. 15. It consists 
ol' seven paragraphs, and is headed, “ Substance of the Instructions received 
“ from the Head Nation.” 

The 1st jiaragrapli states, that the “.limior Master (Don Miguel) has 
“ prepared troops for the .success of your (of cour.se, the Raja’s) affair; 
“ but, through some contrivance of the English (who are styled your 
“ ait'my,) had been embroiled with bis elder brother, and ai'ter much 
“ tighting had retired to a remote state. He is aceompafiicd by tlie highe.st 
“ Sirdars of tlie state. Doug de ( 'adawal is deeply interested in the 
“ caiKse of your object, and my brother Marijiic.s dc Wallis (Valencia).” 

Paragraph 2 states that, in consequence of an intimation from Don 
Miguel, who was deeply interested in the success of the purpose, the 
R ii.ssians and Austrians, according to the previous plan, were prepared to 
invade India. “ But the road to visit your country runs through the 
‘‘ territories of .Sham and Rome.* Settle by what way they should 
“ come, and what Sinlar of yours will receive them ; and, as soon as 
“ the armies reach your Sirdar within your boundary line, the expenses 
. “ should be provided for.” 

3d. (in substance.) In reference to the present agreement, .stating, 

“ Come 


* i<Xti means Syria; ^ the Turkish empire. 
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“ Come by sea; Goa being now in the possession of the elder brother, SAlTARA 
“ tlicre is no landing there. Name .some otlier port." PAPERS. 

4th. “ 1 have explained to the Vakeel, that the expenses of coming by AliluTtc 
“ sea would be very considerable.” bj- ilu- (Jovemor 

Gth. “ Troops are ready to come by land or by sea, as you may appoint, * 

“.but I am directed to bring with me a good and rcspev^tal)le Vakeel. 

“ Send one, and when he arrives, the snringani (army; .shall be sent. 

“ lie .should be provided with statements of the stores, &c. required. If 
“ I were here, a Vakeel would not be required." 
fith. Repeats his requisition for a Vakeel. 

7th.* Alludes to his being at a foreign station, “ to which the Vakeel 
is to be sent.” Exhorts the Raja to jjcrsevere stcdfastly in his designs. 

The j)apcr concludes thus :—“ Thus, in several jiaragraphs, and by word 
“ of mouth, 1 have made a communication to the Vakeel, being substance 
“ of the instructions received from the head station, which shmdd be 
“ immediately taken into consideration by you, and immediately 
“ disjratch the Vakeel together with another person. Besides this, 

“ something tending to the prosperity t>f the sanmstlian (state) has been 
“ eommunicatt:d.” 

2ry2. I’lie authenticify of this document rests on nearly tlu^ same t'vidence 
as that of N o. I o. Daji'cba M aei‘d states, that lie committed it to writing at 
llie dilatation oi Nana \Vaec*d and Rao.jee Kotenecs. The latter states, that 
the i#slnietions were issued by Don Manoel; and Morapunt .Josee, what is 
ii\e. next material eircmuslance of all, that they^ were explainetl by llie Ko- 
ti'iiees to the Maharaj in his presence- The contiaits, in my o[)inion, jirove, 
tliat they must have proceeded from some one wi;ll informed of events in 
Po!tiig:il, and wliieh, we an; aware, led to the supersession of Don IManoe.l 
ill the "overnment oi Goa l.iy Biaaiardo I'eres da Siha; and with regard to 
the object of tin* ])aper, supposing it to represent truly a commuuieation 
intended by* the ex-\'ieeroy for tin.; Raja, it may be considered as an inge¬ 
nious a.itempt to explain tlie delay which ie.ul already taken jilae.c in the 
fnlliiiiK;nt oi the hopes elK;rished by his Highness, wliile, at tin; same time, 
it lays good groiiml I'or explaining a fnrtlier delay of the sann: kind to an 
indeliniie extent. 

li.’it;. Nos. !7, Is, It), “(), 21, 22, 22, and 24, niav he classed together. 

They are. the private and eoniidential letters of tin; agents engaged in tin; 
mtiigiK's, a.ddressed to Nago Deorao, and are admitleil. in each ease, by* tin: 
jiersuiis who vvroti’ them to be genuine and original. They aiford undoubted 
i. videini.' of the mode in which tiiu Baja (;onimunieated with Nago, and eor- 
rol)ora!e, in many pavtimdars, the luineipul transactions deposed to by llie 
w itnes.*-es. '^^I'hree ol’them, 17, 20, and 21, dated resjiectively tin; .ilh October 
IS;{1. 2d Di'eember ISo.'i, and 4tli >.!areh ls:j(), were wiitten by limry Emit 
Fatuek, 'flu- tirst of tlu-se may be soon dismissed. It is unimportant, e.xeept 
as proving tin; connexion of the partiiis with tin- hanker, 'I'ee.ieerain. It is 
in the hand-writing ol' a person named Bhiea jei- Abba.jee Ram, “ w lio ' is a 

servant of tlie iVlahara.j, an inhaiiitaut of Sattara, em|doyed on tin- duties 

of Shekilar in the. Knrnd I’etla, and a friend of mine (llnrry Pant I'atuek’s) 

“ and of Narrain Blmtt Cliittey.” 

2.7-1. -The second of Hurry Eiinl’s letter.s is imp* rtant in tao resjiects: 
first, in proving the mission of Maluleo Bow Sirkey to (»oa, and secondly, 
in allinling to Soopojei-, the feigm-d name of Bowlojee N’aik, who conveyed 
funds from the Baja to the banker Ti-eji'eram. Huny' Pimt aeknowledge.s 
tills letl(-r to be in Ids liaiul-writing, | and thus I'.xjdains its nn-aning; Mali- 
“ dei.i Row Sirkey was introduced to Don Maiioel hy N'ago Deorao, on 
“ ■ac-i;(!iint of the plot with Goa. Afterwarils it was arnsuged, that the \\ aeed 
“ and the Sirkev siionid conn: together to Sattara. d’iie Waeeil, lumever, 

“ came first, and h-.-.ving met the IHaharaj went away, 'flic Sirkey followed, 

“ and 

‘ / v./i; ('vitU-ix'.i.-of Ilvi-.-i-y t’liiit l-'i!t.uc-k, coiiiirmed l>y N'a;-raii> Rliuu Chitloy ami TiH-jooraiu. 

! 'I’liis is eonfiniK-il liy liajcclia VVacc;!, ilorapimt Jost-i-, Nan-aiii LSluill Cliilti-y, aiul ii-c-joLiam. 
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“ and I and he having met, a conversation passed, and with Soopojee, that 
“ is with Rowlojee Naik, a conversation took place regarding the Rs. 8,000 
“ which the Maharaj had ordered to be given to Nago Dcorao to send a man 
•' with Don Manoel.” 

255. The third letter is also of importance, as placing beyond doubt the 

loss of the hoondees for Rupees 4,000, alluded to in the 105th paragfi'aph of 
this minute, and of duplicates being furnished to Balkoba Kelkur. This is 
also acknowledged by Ilurry Punt to have been written* by himself, and is 
thus explained : “ As the hoondees were stolen, Dajeeba Waeed was sent to 
“ Sattara by Nana Waeed, but as tlie money had not been received at Tee- 
“ jeeram’s, 'Teejceram said he would give it when the money came* from Row- 
“ lojee Naik. Afterwards the Waeed sent Balkoba to say that the aftair would 
“ be suce(?.ssful; on which Teejeeram gave hoondees for Rupees 3,500, which 
“ amount came from Rowlojee Naik, and is credited in the account of Tce- 
“ jceraiii.” This letter proves the zeal and earnestness with which the 
writer laboured in the cause he had espoused. “ You have now urgently 
“ written,” he observes, “ for the hoondees, and Balkoba Tatia has mentioned 
“ the whole matter, that the affair would be ruined if the money does not 
“ come, therefore the Baee has forwarded hoondees for 3,50.0 rupees. E.xpend 
“ the money in such manner as the affair of the master can be successful ; 
" if a thousand or five hundred more be required it matters not. If nothing 
“ of this be done, a charge of ingratitude will be attached : no room will be 
“left to shew the face in; and what calamity may befal cannot bdlcon- 
“ ceived. Therefore, keeping the feet of the master in view, all, with unani- 
“ nious effort, do that by which his affair may be effected. Here we have 
“ many enemies. In fine, pay attention to the business, and none should 
“ mind his own livelihood. Perfectly settling the matter, Rowlojee'Dada and 
“ yourself should come soon. Shew this letter to Rowlojee.” In further 
elucidation of the above remittance, 1 beg to refer to Sukhoba VV^ieed’s 
account with Teejeeram for Sumvut 1892 (1835-3G), where will be found the 
following entries. On the credit side, “ Kartek vud 30th (20th November 
“ 1835), cash through the hands of Bhavo from Doordcc, Rupees 4,000.” 
“ Pau.sh sood 5th (24th December 1835), cash through the hands of Bhug- 
“ wundo.ss from Soopajee, Rupees 1,990.” “ Paush vud 14th (17th January 

“ 1836), cash from Doordee through Bhugwundoss, Rupees 1,000.” “ Adek 
“ sood 5th (19th ,lune 1836), through the hands of Doordajee, Rupees 500.” 
And on the debit side, “ h'algoon vud 7th (9th March 1836), through the 
“ hands of Balkoba Kelkur, two hoondees on Bombay on Vishnoodoss Bhug- 
“ wundoss. Rupees 4,000, and exchange thereon. Rupees 240.” ( Vide No. 1 

of list C. of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s report of the lltli November 1837.) 

256. Three of these letters (Nos'18, 19, and 22) are from Narrain Bhutt 
Chittey to Nago Deorao; the two first being dated the 5th October and 3d 
December 1834, the last without date. They are all acknowledged by the 
writer, who exj)iains No. 18 to be the paper “ which he causes to be written 
“ to Nana Waeed, in the hand-writing of Bhicajee Abbajee Ram. It means— 
“ Do not draw the notes publicly. A publicity obtains. The colt is sent. 
“ Write a letter and give it to Don Manoel, to attend the nuptials of Gojra 
“ Sahibf here. To the mootih (chief) the mattec has been made known. As 
“ Rowlojee Naik communicated the iMaharaj’s order, so I wrote in the Ict- 
“ ter.” No. 19, Nana .says in his letter, is in the handwriting of Bhicajee 
Abbajee Ram, and alludes to a pair of shawls and turban of the value of 
170 rupees, presented by the Maharaj to Nago Deorao as a wedding present. 
He states, that the nuptials were performed on the 2d Pood, and describes 
the bridegroom. No. 22 is also in Narraiu’s handwriting, in reply to a note 
from Nago, requesting .some kinkub for boys. The two lines at the bottom 
are written by Teejeeram. The banker confirms this; and in regard to Bhica¬ 
jee Abbajee Ram, states, “ He lives in Sattara: he is a friend of Narrain Bhutt 
“ and of Hurry Punt. Narrain Bhutt, the Ram, and myself went to Goa. As 

“ the 

* Confirnicd by Dajeeba Waeed, Morapunt Josce, Narrain Bhutt Chittey, and Teejeeram. 

j- The Raja of Satlara’s daughter. 
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“ the Chittey’s handwriting is not good, he may have made the Ram write the 
“ letters. The Ram is a servant of the Maharaj Sirkar, employed as shekdar 
“ in the Kurud Petta.” I’he above explains the nature of these letters, and I 
shall only draw attention to the following extract from No. 19, as one of the 
many proofs of the Raja of Sattara being personally concerned in those in¬ 
trigues. “ The contents of the letter of the 19th are understood, but they are 
“ not such as he may believe them. You and Raojee are about to come. You 
“ should not come over the Ghaut for the present, so it has been clearly said. 

“ Bring Raojee, so it was said, and he must arrive on the 25th December 
“ 1834. The Swaree is to proceed on the 31st December into the districts for 
“ the jumabundy, therefore Raojee should come quickly.” 

257. The two remaining letters of the series (23 and 24) are acknowledged 
by the banker, Tcejeeram, to be in his handwriting, and to have been ad¬ 
dressed by him to Nago Deorao.* '^I'his person thus explains the meaning of 
No. 23: “ To take hoondees Nago Deorao sent Dajecba Waeed.” On this 1 
^wrote an answer thus: “ The affair below the Ghaut (/. c. Goa) cannot at 
“ present be affected. So to the head {ineaning the Maharaj) it is ktiovni, in conse- 
“ (juence of which the Maharaj gave directims to Rajushreelihaee {ineaning Hurri/ 

“ Flint Bhaoo) which he has written to you. Therefore the hoondees arc not 
“ sent, and both you and Raojee should come very soon. If the business 
“ (nicaning the affair connected with Goa) can be done, and if you arc so 
“ convinced, send an intimation to the Bhaoo, then the Bhaoo taking the 
“ nioiffcy will come to you.” In the letter 24, the banker states that he has 
.sent hoondees for Rupees 4,000 by Balkoba Kelkur. 

25S. No. 25 is an exact copy of the letter No. 4, dated the 20th December 
18,30 addressed by the Raja of Sattara to Don Manoel, and already exjdained 
in the 22f)th and 230th paragraphs of this minute. This co[)y is proved by 
Ilurry Punt fatuckj to be in Nana Patuck’s hand-writing, consequently it 
must have been inexistence previous to the month of August 1832, when Nana 
Fatuck tiied. 

250. No. 20 purports to be the copy of a letter addressed by Don Manoel to 
the Raja of Sattara, dated from Goa the 20th August 18,32. This acknow¬ 
ledges the receipt of two letters from the Raja, dated the 25th June It^Sl and 
lOlli March 1.832, and states that Nago Deorao and Eshwunt Raojee, “com- 
“ ing personally in tlic lluzoor,” had given ])lcasant accounts of the Raja’s 
licahh and happiness. The Governor then observes: “ To be of service to 
“ th(5 Sahib Raja is my pure desire, and therefore, by the first opportunity, I 
“ will communicate the intentions of the Raja to the Iluzoor of the Padsliah 
“ (King) ; and in order that the King may be of great service to the Raja, and 

tiiat the greatest assistance may be rendered, I will commnuicatc without 
“ delay w'hatever answer may come trom thence.” Morapunt Josee admits 
this paper to be in his handwriting, and states it to be “ Copy of the transla- 
“ tion of a letter to the Maharaj from Don Manoel and Ilurry Punt I’atuck, 

Dajeeba Waeed, and Narrain Bhutt Chittey, all agree that it was written by 
the Josee. 

200. No. 27 is copy of a letter from Juwan (loorvee Pertius Bituo Coor to 
Bulwunt Row Rajey, Senaputtee of Sattara, dated from Panjum the Oth Fe¬ 
bruary 1833. This is in reply to one from the Senaputtee ol'the 27th Decem¬ 
ber 1832. The writer apologizes for not having written before the particulars in 
con.sequcnce of want of leisure, from being always engaged in the service of his 
master, the Viceroy Capitao-General; but states that he had frequently desired 
Nago Deorao to write on his part what was neeessary. The writer is, of course, 
the Mugdoom-more Murdomo, or Major Domo, alluded to in the depositions 
of the witnesses in this case. He then observes, “ As in your letter regret 
“ has appeared, I avail myself of some short leisure to write that the Viceroy 
” Sahib, being sensible of the sincere friendship of the Maharaj, rememliers 
“ him every moment, and 1 also make representations when necessary; but . 

“ as 

* Confirmed by Dajccba Waeed, Morapunt Josee, Narrain Itimtt CUittey, and Ilurry Punt 
Fatuck. i' Confirmed by Narrain Bhutt Chittey. 
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“ as the success of your plan depends on the exertions of the other senior mas- 
“ ter', even if any delay occurs, the time becoming favourable a proof of it will 
“ be forthcoming. In the last few days a ship from Portugal has arrived, and 
“ Nago Deorab has been informed of the news she has brought, and will 
“ explain it. Another ship, also, will come and will bring pleasant tidings, 
“ for which I am waiting. Nago Deorao and Eshwunt Raojee have obtained 
“ the Viceroy’s perfect liivour, and have enjoyed his fullest confidence. Ex- 
“ erting themselves for the business, they have retained a remembrance of the 
“ .same : there appears no other such indefatigable and trustworthy persons. 
“ And I also, have been exerting myself along with them in support of the 
“ object, as desired. Good will be done to Erculan de Noray. I am ready 
“ here for your’s and the Maharaj’s service." 

201. In support of the authenticity of this paper, Raojee Kotenees says, 
“It is a copy of a letter sent by Mugdoom-niore to the Senaputtee. Its ori- 
“ ginal was sent by Nago Deorao to the Senaputtee: that original I .saw, of 
“ which this is a copy.” Dajeeba Waeed and Morapunt Josee state, that it 
is in the handwriting of Ram Rhaoo Wareed, the son of an elder brother of 
Nago Deorao’s, with whom he used to live, and who is now stated by Mora- 
piint .fosee to be practising as a physician in the Goa territories. 

2()2. No. 28 is an e.xact copy of the letter No. 5, dated the 18th .lune 1833, 
from the Raja of Sattara to Don Manocl, already alluded to in the 22yth to the 
231st paragraphs of this minute. Morapunt Josee admits that this copy is in 
his own handwriting, and his evidence is confirmed by Hurry Punt J'atuck, 
Dajeeba Waeed, and Narrain Bhutt Chittcy. 

2G3. No. 2J) is a copy of a letter in the name of the Raja of Sattara, dated 
the l8th June 1833, to Sour .lao Erculan de Noray. In this tho Raja writes, 
“ Placing great conlidcaice in the Portuguese State, in the firmness of its 
“ steady pledge, and in its great courage with that confidence, and that the 
“ friendship with your State may iuereasc and continue, and that the purposes 
“ of this Government may be accoiriplishcd, you (lilrculan) are commanded 
“• that articles of agreement wore formerly sent. Their replies, intimating some 
“ delay, came, on irhieh, on sending a letter, yon were brought here, and all the 
“ matters here irerc intimated to you in person, and a letter for the Suiruslhan was 
“ gioen. Its character being the best, confiding in this, there is great eiicou- 
“ ragement. But as the matter was communicated to you, aftiu’ iiitimatiiig it 
“ to the Viceroy you should have sent a reply ; but till now no letter from you 
“ has come, and some doubt has therefore biicn entertained in the miml, and 
“ you should e.V|)biin vvliether you have not communicated the matter. There- 
'• fore Nago Deorao and Jilshwunt Raojee are defiarted from (his Government. 
“ and when they meet you they will conimuiiicatc the matter here with which 
“ they are charged, anti return an answer, and such answer as may have been 
“ given (do you) write and send.” 

2(i4. This letter is of importance, as strengthening the proofs already 
noticed regarding TTcrculano’s mission to Sattara, and the fact, that articles 
ol' agreement were fraiiicd. Mora|mnt Josee admits that it is in his hand¬ 
writing, and Hurry Pont Fatuck, Dajeeba W'aeed, and Narrain Bhutt Chittcy 
aflirin the same fact. 

2fi5. No 30 is cojiy of a letter from the Senaputtee of Sattara to Juwua 
(ioorvee, the Viceroy's Major Domo, and it is dated the 12th February 183-1. 
It is in reply to one of the 13th August, and states, that the khawnnd 
(master) and liimsclf arc greatly sensible of the great aid which the Major 
Domo liad ofi't;rtid in the affair, and that their whole reliance is on him. 
“ Nago Deorao,” he says, “ on this subject has already been establishing con- 
“ lidence, and tlic whole of the matter here has been mentioned to Narrain 
“ Bhutt (ihitti?y ; con.sider and answer it. Refresh the heart by frer^ueut letters 
*• containing ihenews there.” 

2(;(i. Respectin.g this pa|Kr, Raojee Kotenees states, that he had seen tlie 
original; and Dajeeba W’aecd and .Morapunt Josee, that it is in the hand¬ 
writing 
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writing of Ram Bhaoo Waeed, the person alluded to in the 261st paragraph 
of this minute. 

267. No. 31 is the rough draft of a letter, in the name of the Raja, to the 
Governor of Goa, without any date. This acknowledges a letter, and that 
Nago Deorao and Raojee Kotenees had intimated, that the Governor “ was 
“ about to proceed to the station,” and that both Vakeels had been dispatched 
with emergency, to inform the Governor of the matter, but that they had 
returned on hearing of his departure. His return having been heard of, the 
Vakeels are again deputed, to whom the Governor should communicate why 
he had remained, how,long, and when he would leave; the rest of the matter 
the Vakeels would communicate. Morapunt Josee admits, that this draft is in 
his handwriting; which is confirmed by Hurry Punt Fatuck, Dajeeba Waeed, 
and Narrain Bhutt Chittey, 

268. No. 32 is a copy of a letter from Don Manoel to the Raja of Sattara, 
dated the 16th February 183.5, from Vingorla. This states, that the friendly 
letter of the Maharaj and the verbal intimations had been received. “ Our 
“ Vakeel, Nago Deorao,” he proceeds, “has been charged with a separate 
“ letter containing matters about the affair, and is entrusted with matters 
“ useful to the affair. Nago Deorao has carried on the affair most excellently, 
“ and has faithfully conducted himself for its success. This friend is ready 
“ for the van(]uishment of your enemies, and to forward such ends as may be 
“ in his powej. Answer this letter, and dispatch the Vakeels immediately.” 

2(if). llaojee Kotenees states, that it is the copy of a letter sent by the 
Viceroy from Vingorla, which Nago Deorao delivered to the llaja: so Nago 
informed him. Dajeeba Waeed acknowledges that it is in his handwriting, 
and that it is a copy of the translation which accompanied the letter written 
from Vingorla by Don Manoel to the Maharaj ; and Morapunt Josee confirms 
this statement. 

270. No. 33 is a copy of the translation of another letter from the Governor to 
the Raja, dated 2d June. It acknowledges one from the Raja of the 15tli 
April,* and informs the Raja that, in September, the writer will proceed to 
Portugal in a ship of war under repair at Goa. “ Then,” continues the writer, 
“ with our mistress, the most powerful and faithful Queen of I’ortugal and 
“ Algarvcs, undertaking with great pleasure the service relating to every one 
“ of your purposes, I am ready to do that service, and will give proof how 
“ greatly 1 am interested in the cause of your affair. Be a.ssurcd of this.” 
Morapunt Josee a<lmits that this is in his handwriting, and Hurry Punt 
Fatuck, Dajeeba Waeed, and Narrain Bhutt Chittey affirm the same fact. 

271. No. 34 is the rough draft of a letter from the Raja to the Governor, 
without date, but acknowledging one of the 13th August, informing the Raja 
that, as .soon as an answer came from Europe, it should be communicated, 
and that he was interested in this cause, that both states might be prosperous. 
In reply the Raja ob.serves, that no .secret plot had been concerted with Por¬ 
tugal through former Governors of Goa; but a communication had been 
formed with him, Don Manoel, because he was of the high royal fanrily, deep 
in council, firm in trust, courageous, and one willing to sacrifice life for the 
benefit of the Padshah. He alludes to “ports and places” lost by former 
Governors of Goa, to recover which, and also new states, endeavours have 
been commenced. “ Placing perfect reliance on you,” he adds, “the secret 
“ project was made, and from this affair the good of both states will result ; 
“ the ports lost will be regained, and new states obtained. Keeping this 
“ seriously in the heart, you have been making exertions in every way, and 
“ your zeal was manifested in the letter. The affair will be accomplished. 
“ By the former letters and papers you will have understood the benefits to 
“ be derived, and our Carbarccs, having made one or two secret projects with 
“the English state, rz/icr ju/er/g/wg their faiths they effected a total destruction, 

“ at 

_ * lie also deposes, tli.il Nago delivered the Tyly and Mahratta version to the Raja, and accompa¬ 
nied Nago to Sattara when he did so. 
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“ at last ruined the dowlut (state).” He concludes by stating, that Narraip 
Wassodeo (that it is to say, Narram Bhutt Chittey) had been deputed to Nago 
Deorao to intimate some matters at Sattara. 

272. It will be seen in Narrain Bhutt Chittey’s evidence, that he has de¬ 
posed to the fact of his having been deputed by the Raja to Goa, for the pur¬ 
pose ef ascertaining how matters were proceeding. Morapunt Josee admits 
that the above draft is in his handwriting; and this statement is corroborated 
by Hurry Punt Fatuck, Hajeeba Waeed, and Narrain Bhutt Chittey. 

273. No. 35 is translation of a letter from Narrain Bhutt Chittey to Balkoba 
Tatia, dated the 9th September 1836, from Sattara. This is a confidential 
letter written by the Chittey after Nago’s death. In it he says, "Affairs here 
" have been extremely mismanaged ; this cannot be stated in a letter: at 
" present the affair has, in fact, miscarried.” Narrain Bhutt admits this to be 
an original, in his own handwriting, and that the above signifies, ‘‘ Nago 
" Deorao is dead : now cash for expenses cannot he had. Thus the Maharaj 
" said ; therefore it was written again. You should eome and remain at Waee. 
“ Bliaoo and Teejeeram have gone to Poona. I also am to go on the 1st of the 
" month ; on my return a plan will be formed.” This means, Nago Deorao is 
dead ; if you come here publicity will obtain, therefore stop at Waee for the 
present. Again, " the manner of Nana’s behaviour at Waree has been wholly 
" communicated here to the master by the person of that place, who is here.” 
This signifies, Mahdeo Row Sirkey complains to the Maharaj ®f Nana, that 
he made great expenses, and that he maintained a great many men. Brahmin 
attendants, horses, &c. Balkoba Kelkiir admits, that he received this letter 
at Waree, and that it is in the Chittey’s handwriting ; and this fact is deposed 
to by fonr other witnesses, namely. Hurry Punt Fatuck, Raojee Ivotcnees, 
Dajeeba Waeed, and Morajjiint .losee. I will only further observe, that the 
instruction to Balkoba, not to come to Sattara, was very natural; for, at the 
time when it was issued, the Raja’s attempt to seduce the Soobadars of the 
23d Regiment of Native Infantry had been detected, and was under investi¬ 
gation. 

274. No. 36 is a rough draft of a letter from the Scuaputtee to the Go¬ 
vernor’s Major Domo, without date. After complaining that no letters had 
been received, the Scuaputtee writes : “ My master, the Maharaj, having 
“ heard much of the firmness and wisdom of your master, the Viceroy, and 
“ having been fully satisfied, by referring to the ancient dufters (records) of 
“ this state, that your state is adorned with the two (pialities of trust and 
" courage, he has wholly placed his relianec on your master ; but under him 
" there is no person .so trustworthy, so respectable, and active as yourself, 
" therefore the course of the affair is entirely in your haud.s, and day and 
“ night the heart is directed towards you. Frequently supplicate your 
“ master: following up tlic affair letters should come. As .soon as inielli- 
“ gcnce comes from the head station, let it be intimated here; and, to remind 
“ you of this, Nago Deorao and Eshwunt Raojee have been kept near you : 
" protect them in every respect.” The letter concludes with a strong recom¬ 
mendation in favour of llerculano, and by .saying, “ My master is cordially 
" resolved, that the whole of the dowlut (state) is yours; therefore, managing 
" as you may think proper, effect an arrangement. When the affair is acc^in- 
" plished, the prosperity of both states will be the result.” 

275. Morapunt .Tosee admits that this draft is in his handwriting, which is 
confirmed by Hurry Punt I'^atnck, Dajeeba Waeed, Narrain Bhutt Chittey, 
and Raojee Kotences. The latter depo.scs, “ No. 36 is the foul draft of a 
" letter given to Mngdoom-morc from the Scuaputtee: there is also my 
" writing in it. The original pai)er went to Mugdoom-more.” 

276. No. .37 is the rough draft of a letter in the name of the Raja to the 
Governor of Goa, without date, and acknowledges the receipt of an an.swer 
to two letters formerly sent to the Governor, the one by Hercnlano, the other 
by Nago Deorao and Raojee Kotences. Tt is then observed, " Yon have 
'• written, and the Vakeel has intimated, that you have assured him your 

_ " desire 
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“ desire for the affair is great, and that you will make a communication as sati'aka 

“ soon as the first opportunity offers, but that an answer is to come from the VAi’EBS. 

“ chief station of the empire; as to this, although here, the whole of my 
“mind is directed towards that j^int, and when the favourable news is bythcGovcmc 
“ reeeived the heart will be greatly gladdened. The news of the head station 5 May IS38. 
“ should be frequently communicated by letter, and then I shall be revived. 

“ Any matter not fit to be written in a letter should be communicated through the 
“ Vakeel. This friend placing his whole confidence in you, the preparation 
“ of the suringam (forces) for the affair is in progress. Availing yourself of 
“ the favourable time, you will doubtless trace the course of the project. Of 
“ this, I am assured ; and to remind you of this, both the Vakeels, my confi- 
“ dants, have been placed under ybur command : protect them till the affair 
“ is completed. The accounts here are written to them.” The letter con¬ 
cludes by a strong recommendation in favour of Herculano, and by stating, 

" If any thing be required from hence at any time, send the Vakeel immedi- 
“ ately. Whatever suringam may be required will be provided.” 

277. This draft is also admitted by Morapunt .Tosee to be in his hand¬ 
writing, and this is confirmed by Hurry Punt Fatuck, Dajeeba Waecd, and 
Narrain Bhutt Chittey. Raojee Kotenees states, that, “ It is the foul draft of 
“ a letter to the Viceroy from the Raja, in which there are words in his hand- 
“ writing.” 

278. No. 38, the last of the documents, is in Nago Dcorao’s handwriting, 
and is headed, “ Shree Sidraj.” Memorandum of requisitions to be made. 

They are as follow ;— 

1st. For the papers. 

2d. By drawing up other papers. 

3d. How should letters be delivered to the General ? 

4th. For tlic project, agreements to be concluded with other quarters. 

5th. Letter of Appa Sahib—arrangement. 

Gth. What letter is to be given to the Maharaj ? 

7th. What time will intervene before going? 

8th. St)me things for the Maharaj. 

Oth. Five letters remaining. 

279. Tliis is evidently a memorandum of notes by Nago Dcorao, on points 
eonuected with the Goa intrigues which he desired to remember. Its 
authenticity is proved by Hurry Punt Fatuck, Raojee Kotenees, Dajeeba 
Waeed, Morapunt .losee, and Narrain Bhutt Chittey; all of whom depose, 
that the meinr)randuin is in Nago Deorao’s handwriting. 

280. 1 have now gone through the whole of the evidence accompanying 
Lieutenant-General Ovans’s able report of the 11th of November last. It may 
be thoiight that 1 have been unnecessarily proli.x, but the great importance of 
this case, and my desire to have the transactions belonging to it in a clear 
and corrected form, fully justify, 1 think, the course I have pursued ; and I 
would fain hope, that what I I'lavc here otl'ered will diminish the labours of 
those, by whom the question of the Raja’s guilt or innocence must ultimately 
be determined. 

281. To those who have accompanied me thus far, I would beg to suggest, 
that as a short precis of the whole, of this case, they should now peruse, or re¬ 
peruse the rc])ort of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans just mentioned. It contains a 
clear and concise summary ; and if, on some points of very trifling moment, 
my views of the case may be slight modifications of those which the Acting 
Resident has exhibited, the difference is too minute to be worth regarding, 
whilst, in all material respects, I am happy that a careful and independent 
considcratiou of the evidence has led me to the same conclusions w-ith those of 
that able officer. It will be found, I must add, that I.icutenant-Colonel Ovans 
weighed wdth.eare the difficulties wdneh the ease exhibits, and his solution of 
them appears to me just and satisfactory. To these difficulties 1 also adVerted 
as they occurred; and, on the whole, 1 must record my firm conviction, that 

the 
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the guilt of the Raja of Sattara, judging on the ground of the evidence com¬ 
mented on in the minute, is fully substantiated. 

282. It is necessary, however, to bear in mind, that the preceding pages are 
’ far from exhausting the case. My Colleagues are aware, that the overwhelm¬ 
ing mass of evidence has been corroborated by proofs obtained at Dharwar and 
Rutnagheery. In my minute of the 2d February last, I observed as follows: 
—“ I shall hereafter notice the important fact of the formal inquiry at Sat- 
“ tara, and the contingent one at Dharwar, each being conducted by officers 
“ quite independent of each other, producing similar results, implicating the 
“ same persons, and eliciting similar facts. Is it, therefore, possible, that con- 
“ cert or collusion can exist; and can the most sceptical refuse to believe, 
“ that the Raja of Sattara really did conceive the mad project of forming a 
“ treasonable alliance with the Goa Government ?” To a small part of the 
Rutnagheery proofs I have cursorily alluded in the foregoing pages, but there 
is a great extent of substantive ground yet to be travelled over. Being, how¬ 
ever, unwilling to detain these documents from circulation, and ultimate trans¬ 
mission to the Government of India, I will submit my remarks on the de¬ 
spatches of Messrs. Dunlop and Spooner in a separate minute, merely here 
observing, in the language of an eminent jurist, that “ When the proofs are 
“ independent of each other, the probability of the fact increases in pro])ortion 
“ to their number." 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

5th May 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 15t/i May 1838. 

1. I beg to circulate a portion of my minute on the Sattara case, together 
with the proceedings on which it is formed; except Mr. Willoughby’s sum- 
marie.s, which arc in the hands of the copyist for transmission to England. 

2. The summaries, when the copies are completed, will be immediately 
circulated. 

3. I request the immediate and attentive consideration of my Colleagues to 
this important case, which should have the preference over all other proceed¬ 
ings until it is finally disposed of. 

4. I feel myself, however, in an embarrassing dilemma at the present mo¬ 
ment. We are pledged to send home the case by the packet which is to be 
sent on the 21st; and having already given that pledge once without redeem¬ 
ing it, a second failure is out of the que.stion. To call, however, on my Col¬ 
leagues for their opinions in the interim, would be to make a demand on 
them in the highest degree unreasonable, even were a compliance with it 
physically possible. This is peculiarly true as to Mr. Anderson, who is ne¬ 
cessarily unacquainted with the former proceedings. I sec no escape from this 
dilemma, but by a course which puts me in a position extremely unpleasant to 
me; yet it is one from which, I feel, I ought not to shrink under the circum¬ 
stances. I would therefore propose, that these proceedings be sent with my 
minute; the Secret Committee being informed, that the collective opinion of 
Government will be sent hereafter. 

5. Until my Colleagues have recorded their opinions, the transmission of 
the preceedings to the Governor General should be postponed; but it is, I 
need scarcely say, of great importance, that no unnecessary delay should 
occur in putting his Lordship in possession of these documents. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 


15th May 1838. 
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MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH. 


I shall be ready to afford the earliest undivided attention to this important 
subject. 


(Signed) J. Parish. 


MINUTE BY MR G. W. ANDERSON, 

Dated IStA May 1838. 

I am quite prepared to give to the subject the utmost attention; but, with 
this, 1 know that I should only form hasty and unsatisfactory opinions, were 
1 at leave to make up my mind in the short interval that will elapse before 
the dejiartiire of the steamer. I am, therefore, most thankful for the course 
the Right Honourable the Governor has proposed for adoption. 

(Signed) G. W. Andkrs 

15th May 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated IStA ATay 1838. 

1. In continuation of my minute of the 5th instant, I shall now submit and 
remark on the evidence which has been obtained by Mr. Dunlop in the 
Southern Mahratta country, and by Mr. Spooner at Rutnagheery, in confirm¬ 
ation of that obtained at Sattara, regarding the intrigues of the Raja of 
Sattara with the Governor of Goa. 

2. The Acting Resident at Sattara, in a letter dated the 27th .Tuly 1837, 
reported, that he had been informed, “ that a Kolapoor Akbarnavccs, byname 
” Ramapa, now at Dhanvar, was some years ago scut to Goa by Mr. Nisbet, 
“ to in(]uire into certain intrigues then carrying on between that place and 
“ Sattara, and that it was supposed he succeeded in obtaining the information 
“ required.” lie therefore suggested, that the Political Agent in the Southern 
Mahratta country should be directed to ])roeure front this person a statei^nt 
of all that he knew of the transaction in question. 

3. On the same occasion, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans stated that he had 
been given to understand, that some jiapers regarding the Goa intrigue had 
fallen into the possession of Chintamon Rao Sangleekur, and that these 
might be obtained on ap])lication to Annapa Shapoorkur, the Carbarry of 
Chintamon Rao. The papers were said to have been obtained by the late 
Swamce of Sunkeshwur from Nago Deorao, and to have been given by the 
Swamee to Chintamon Rao. 

4. On the 3d August the Acting Resident was called on to state, whether, 
in his opinion, Mr. Dunlop should communicate ojicnly or secretly with the 
above persons, and whether he had any reason to suppose that *1110 Raja of 
Sattara had held intercourse with Chintamon Rao. Lieu tenant-Colonel Oyaus, 
on the 5th, replied to this reference in the negative, stating, that it was’sup¬ 
posed that the papers had been made over to Chintamon Rao by the Swamee, 
“ to give him a hold over his Highness.” In consequence of this communica¬ 
tion, Mr. Dunlop was, on the 16th of the same month, directed to ejideavour 
to obtain the documents alluded to. 

5. It is by this clue that the corroborative evidence has been obtained at 
Dharwar. On the 29th November last Mr. Dunlop, in entire ignorance of 
the information which had been elicited at Sattara, and uninformed even 
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lea 

of the names of the principal agents employed in these intrigues, re¬ 
ported that he had obtained possession of four papers, through the 
agency of Chintamon Rao’s Dewan, from the present Swamee of Sunk- 
eshwur, Jhunker Bhartee, and that hopes had been held out to him of 
procuring an original thylee from the Sattara Raja to the address of a 
Portuguese, who is said to have left the country before it was delivered, but, 
from the confused way in which European names are pronounced or written 
by natives, Mr. Dunlop said he could not discover who might be indicated; 
and the correspondence through the late Swamee, and the Sattara Rqja's 
agent, Nago Deorao, was with a Doctor of an equally unintelligible name. 

6. The first of these papers is an original letter from Nago Deorao to the 
late Swamee of Sunkeshwur, merely excusing himself for having, “in conse- 
“ quence of an emergent occurrence,” proceeded direct to Sattara, and 
promising to visit Sunkeshwur on'his return, “ to make known all that had 
“ passed, and proceed onwards.” Its authenticity is proved by Hurry Punt 
Fatuck and Balkoba Kelkur,* who both state it to be in the handwriting 
of Nana Fatuck, but begun and ended by Nago Deorao himself. The first 
of these witnesses says, “ I have examined this letter: it appears to have been 
“ written by Nago Deorao to the Sri Sunkeshwur Swamee, and it is in the 
“ handwriting of my son, Nana Fatuck. It is dated in Vysaick (May) and 
“ in Sukey 1754 (A.D. 1832). On the date of the letter Nago Deorao came 
“ to my house at Sattara, and from thence, as my son was sick, he took him 
“ to Revensidh for medical treatment. On the 13th Shrawun Sood (9th 
“ August) in the same year, my son died at Revensidh. The word ‘ Sidra; ’ 
“ near Shri, and the words ‘ Hey Vidnyapunah ’ at the end, are in the hand- 
“ writing of Nago Deorao.” The second witness states, that he and 
Morapunt Josee accompanied Nago Deorao to Sattara ip May 1832, and 
that he returned with him and Nana Fatuck to Revensidh. “ This letter 
“ is written by Nago Deorao to the Swamee : the handwriting is that of 
“ Nana Fatuck, and the words Sidraj near Shri and Hey Vidnyapunah, are 
“ written by Nana ‘B'^aecd.” 

7, The second paper is supposed by Mr. Dunlop to contain the heads of the 
propositions which Nago Deorao was empowered to make to the Portuguese 
Government. It is only a copy, and “therefore cannot be looked upon as of 
“ any force as proof, though it bears the appearance of age, and conies from 
“ .so respectable a source, that it affords grounds for suspicion in the connexion 
“ in which it stands.” Mr. Dunlop was not of course aware, when he made 
the above remark, that the preparation of a paper, very nearly resembling in 
its contents the one obtained by him, had been distinctly deposed to by one of 
thetwitnesses at Sattara, who actually made a copy of it for the Swamee. 
{Vide summary of evidence AA. 1, annexed to my minute of the 5th May 
1838.) 

8. The paper obtained by Mr. Dunlop is not the identical copy which Was- 
sodeo Shastry prepared, and this may account for its containing an additional 
article. His evidence is as follows: “ 1 have examined the copy of iixe yad\ 
“ it is not in my handwriting nor do I know who wrote it. The article in this 
“ yad, ‘ when the enemies are defeated and our authority is established, those 
“ ‘ who are at Brumhwurt (Bethore) and Benares should be brought and deli- 
“ ‘ vered up to us,’ was not in the yad which I have alluded to in my former 
“ deposition, as having made a copy of it with my own hand at Sunkeshwur. 
“ The rest of the articles are similart to those in the one which I copied.” 
"When I first perused the evidence of Wassodeo Shastry, his account of this 
agreement seemed wild and extravagant in the extreme; but, nevertheless, 
we now find its general accuracy confirmed in a most remarkable manner, 
from a source altogether independent of Sattara, and of the evidence obtained 
at that place. 

9, The paper No. 3, Mr. Dunlop states to be an original letter “ from a 
Shenuscc native of Goaand Raojee Kotenees admits, that he wrote it to the 

late 

• Vide their evidence, 1 and % of Lieutenant-Col. Ovans's report, 19th December 1827. 

f Compare his evidence with the paper obtained by Mr. Dunlop. 
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late Swamee of Sunkeshwur, and that it is in his handwriting. He explains SATTAKA 

that it was sent, about two or three years ago, by Nago Deorao and Balum- 

bhut, and that it signifies as follows: “ The Viceroy Sahib is about to proceed Minute 

“ to Europe, and a certain person who is to accompany him is made ready : by tlie Governo; 

“ his expenses should be provided for. Hitherto pains have been taken for 

“ this affair, the accomplishment of which is at hand, and the Doctor has 

“ written a separate letter by which all will be understood.” He adds, that 

the letter related to the treasonable communications of the Raja of Sattara 

with Goa, alluded to in his former deposition. 

10. The fourth paper is represented by Mr. Dunlop to be “ an original letter 
“ from the Doctor,” and there can be no doubt that it is the identical letter 
alluded to in No. 3.—Raqjee Kotenees deposes, that “ it is in the name of 
“ Erculan the Doctor,” and signifies, “ agreeably to the wishes expressed by the 
“ Mobil (friend, i.e. the Swamee), by his own mouth, pains have hitherto 
“ been taken and a way opened, according to your desire. Now every thing 
“ to follow should be done by you.” The letter relates to the treasonable 
communications of the Raja of Sattara with the Portuguese wala, and its 
import is ; “ The man who is to be seiirt with the Viceroy should go soon, or 
“ else the business will miscarry.” In reference to the allusion to the fact of 
verbal communications having passed between Erculan and the Swamee, the 
Kotenees states, that thc’Doctor informed him that they met twice, once at 
Shapoor, and once after his mission to Sattara. By the term Gruhusl in the 
following passage, “ A letter even has not come, the Gruhust has asked once 
“ or twice,” is meant, Mudomore, the Viceroy’s Major Domo ; and the pas¬ 
sage, “ As your Swamee was to proceed into this country, permission was ob- 
“ tained; ’ refers to a visit intended by the Swamee to Goa, for which the 
permission of the Viceroy was obtained. 

11. In forwarding these papers, Mr. Dunlop reported, that he had ques¬ 
tioned the Akhbarnavecs alluded to in Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter of 
the 27th .luly, and that, from the intelligence he formerly obtained, there 
seemed to be little doubt that Nago Deorao was em|)loyed by the Raja in Goa, 
and that Sunkeshwur was an intermediate point from which information could 
be communicated with less suspicion, from the sanctity of the Swamce’s office 
and character, at the same time that he was himself engaged in these in¬ 
trigues. 

12. With regard to Chintamon Rao, Mr. Dunlop says, that this chief admits, 
that he obtained intelligence of something being in agitation at Sunkeshwur, 
though not in a sufficiently authentic sha])c to communicate with Govern¬ 
ment, and therefore that he merely wrote to the Swamee, cautioning him to 
abstain from all concern in such transactions ; .but he denies having ever pos¬ 
sessed any original papers, though he made use of the information he had 
obtained “ to endeavour to frighten the Raja into his view's respecting the 
“ quarrel between the Brahmins and Prubhoos, by pretending to know much 
“ more than he really did.” This explanation certainly does not strike me as 
being very satisfactory ; and, from what Lieutenant-Colonel Ovaus states in 
the Gth paragraph of his letter of the 19th December last, the conduct of 
Chintamon Rao seems not a little suspicious. He appears to know more than 
he is willing to disclose; for Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans has learned from a 
person named Bhasker Mahcatta, that the chief some years ago showed him 
the papers at Sanglee, and mentioned that they had been obtained from Nago 
Deorao and the deceased Swamee of Sunkeshwur, and this fact was communi¬ 
cated to Mr. Dunlop on the 25th of last September. 

13. On the 12th December, Mr. Dunlop was directed to endeavour to get 
possession of the “ original thylec ” alluded to in the 5th paragraph of this 
minute; but as we have heard nothing further from this officer on the subject, 
his attention has recently again been drawn to it. He was at the same time 
informed, and I believe for the first time, that the correspondence of the Raja 
of Sattara was believed to have been carried on^with Don Manoel, the Gover¬ 
nor of Goa, and that “ the Doctor,” to whom he had alluded in his letter of 

.-nTf^X tllR 
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the 29th November, as one of the agents employed, was named Trkool or 
Ilcrculano. 

14. On the 6th January Mr. Dunlop reported, that he had just obtained, 
’ through the agency of Ram Row Akhbarnavees, from the dependents of the 

deceased Swaniee, .some papers connected with the late intrigues, and that he 
had taken tlie deposition of the person named Narrain Bhutt Sidhe, detailing 
the mission.s on whicli he had been employed. The Political Agent further 
stated, that one of the facts mentioned by this witness (namely, that he had 
seen certain seals of the Peishwa in the Swamec’s possession) had been con- 
6rmed, by these seals having been brought to him, witliout the knowledge of 
the deponent, by the Carbarees of the Swamee, in whose treasury they were 
found at the time of his deatli. 

15. These seals are of silver gilt, and arc supposed to have been made by 
the Swamee by order of the Peishwa. The inscription on the large seal is in 
the name of the pre.seut Raja of Sattara, with that of the adopted son of the 
ex-Peishwa Bajee Row added to it; which, as observed by Mr. Dunlop, 
“ marks the feelings and intentions of the parly.” The small seal is merely 
“ inscribed Lekhun Seerna.” 

16. The deposition of Narrain Bhutt Sidhe was sent to us in a subsequent 
letter; but in that of the 6th January Mr. Dunlap ob.serve.s, the principal 
paper mentioned by Narrain Bhutt and others is an original treaty between 
the Portuguese (lovernor of (loa, called by my informant Don Manoel Sahib, 
and the Raja of Sattara. signed hi/ the former and seated u'ilh his seal in iraj-. At 
Sattara abundant evidence has been obtained to prove that the Raja of 
Sattara himself entered into a treaty, and a paper, purporting to shew the 
nature of that treaty, was found among Nago lieorao’s papers. I need not, 
therefore, point out how strongly the independent evidence of the Dharwar 
witness corroborates that of Sattara on this vital j)oint; but it goes much 
farther, for it tends to prove that the treaty was actually ratified by both 
parties, by the Raja on the one hand, and by the Governor on the other. 

17. On the 151 li January, Mr. Dunlop submitted to Government the under¬ 
mentioned documents, 

Ist. The deposition of Narrain Bhutt Sidhe. 

2d. Four original papers obtained from the dependents of the late 
Swamee of Sunkcsliwnr. 

3d. The joint dcjiosition of three Carbarees, much in the confidence 
of the late Swamee, by name Seroram Bhutt Ladkur, Babajee Ilimmunt 
Row, and Rainapa Jamdar, the persons who brought the seals referred to 
in a preceding ])aragraph. 

T will offer a few remarks on each of the above-mentioned documents, in 
the order in which they stand.’ 

18. Narrain Bhutt Sidhe is an inhabitant of Arosee, in the Sawunt 
Warree territory. After deposing to certain transactions between the late 
Swamee of Simkeshwur and the chief of Soorapoor, which 1 shall hereafter 
notice, this witness .says', “ An agreement was made between the Raja of 
“ Sattara and Don Manoel, Raja of (joa, to which the latter affixed his sig- 
“ nature and seal stamped in sealing-wax. The original agreement was in 
“ the Jamdarkhana of the Muth at Sunkeshwur, where I have seen it. Baba- 
“ jee Hiinmiint Row, Ramapa, and Bapoo Potedar, know that it is there now. 

“ The said agreement was made through Nago Deorao Vaidya Waeckur, in 
“ the service of the Raja of Sattara, and Raojee Kotenees, an inhabitant of 
“ Araba in the Goa territory. Afterwards Mahdeo Row Sirkey, on the 
“ part of the Raja of Sattara, went fronr Sattara by way of Sawunt Warree 
“ to Goa, and spoke to Don Manoel personally on the subject, and then 
“ departed. The said Sirkey came to the Swamee at Kolapoor, and then 
“ went to Sattara. The following persons used to go to the Goakur on the 
■“ part of the Raja of Sattara and the Sunkeshwur Swamee : 

” 1st. Nago Deorao Vaidya Waeekur. 

“ 2d. Raojee Kotenees Arabeekur. 

“ 3d. Mahdeo Row Sirkey, who went once and had an interview.^ 
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“ The following persons were employed on messages to Goa: SATTAKA 

“ 1st. Babajee Punt Joglekur, inhabitant of Sunkeshwu r. PA PER S. 

“ 2d. Balumbhut Moongeykur, of Korgaon, in the Goa district. Mimte 

“ 3d. Wassodeo Punt, Thakoor, of Poona. by the Governor 

“4th. Narrain Bhutt Cbittey, of Sattara. is May 1838. 

“ 5th. Teejeeram, Sowcar, of do. 

“ 6th. Bhow Sing, of Paree in the territory of Sattara. 

“7th. Dajeeba Waeed, of Waee in do. of do. 

“ 8th. Balkoba, of do. in do. of do. 

“ 9th. Bapoo Gerkhya, of Hutnoor, belonging to the Swamee. 


“ 10th. Morapunt, Putwurdhun, inhabitant of a village one coss from 
“ Sattara. 

“ 11th. Ram Bhow, of Waee. 

“ The dependents of the Goakur employed in these intrigues were; 

“ 1st. Cyprian Bardeskur, of Mahupsee in the Gpa territory, who has 
“ a banking establishment at Sunkeshwur. 

“ 2d. A Portuguese, whose name I do not remember, came to the 
“ Swamee and put up with Cyprian, and presented a ring to the 
“ Swamee, who gave in return a gold chain, diamond ring, and fifty 
“ Punalee rupees. 1 was an eye-witness of this.” 

19. Tlic remainder of the deposition of this witness relates to the intrigues 
of the late Swamee with Baroda and other places, and with Bajee Rao, the 
ex-Peishwa, and refers to the intended attack of the Treasury at Vingorla, 
which was brought to our notice in August last by Mr. Spooner, Acting Col¬ 
lector at Rutnagheery, and of which I shall have occasion to remark in the 
sequel of this minute. Hurry Punt Fatuck is also named by him as one of 
the persons engaged in the Goa intrigues. It appears farther, finm the evi¬ 
dence both of this witness and of the three Carbarees next to be noticed, that 
Atmaram Bhutt Noolkur, an inhabitant of Sawunt Warree. was actively 
employed by the Swamee in his intrigues at Baroda and elsewhere. This is 
plainly the Atmaram Bhutt mentioned in the Sattara evidence as one of the 
original emissaries on the part of the Swamee to Goa. Very little is said of 
him in that evidence ; but what there appears derives indirect confirmation 
from the Dharwar depositions. The person referred to is now stated to be 
dead. 

20. The four original letters alluded to by Mr. Dunlop do not relate to the 
Sattara and Goa intrigue, but to communications regarding a loan to be ad¬ 
vanced to the Soorapoor chief, which will be noticed in their proper place. 

21. The joint deposition of the three Carbarees of the late Swamee first 
alludes to the four jiapers already remarked on in the 5th and 6th following 
paragra])hs of this minute, and acknowledges that they were found in the 
Swamee’s jamdarkana or treasury. It next alludes to the seals referred to in 
the 14th and 15tli paragraphs of this minute, and concludes with a description 
of various papers apparently connected with the intrigues of the Swamee at 
Baroda; but it does irot appear to have occurred to Air. Dunlop to examine 
the Carbarees as to their knowledge of those carried on between Sattara, 
Sunkeshwur, and Goa, which is, I think, to be regretted, as, from the situation 
filled by these persons, they cannot but be Avell informed on the subject. 

22. In reference to the above documents Air. Dunlop observes, that the 
treaty between the Portuguese, Don Manocl, and the Sattara Raja, had not 
been brought to him, neither had the other papers mentioned by Narrain 
Bhutt as having been in the late Swamee’s possession, and that he had not 
much hope of procuring any except the first, “ the existence of which, at one 
“ time, he adds, is not denied, though it cannot now be proved inter whose 
“ hands it fell.” On the receipt of this letter, we felt ourselves debarred, by 
the instructions of the Government of India, from pursuing the collateral 
inquiries which it naturally suggested. We directed Mr. Dunlop, hovvever, 
to use every exertion to obtain possession of the other documents alluded to 
by Narrain Bhutt Sid he, but more especially the treaty alleged to have been 
entered into by the Raja of Sattara and the Governor of Goa. 

3C 23. On 
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SATTARA 23. On thefJtli February, Mr. Dunlop’s letters of the 6th and 15th January 
'PAPERS. were referred to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, and on the 13th they were reported 
on by the latter officer. Several of the documents obtained at Dharwar were 
by the Governor, identified at Sattara, and the Acting Resident justly remarks, that the evidence 
15 May 1838. of Narrain Bhutt Sidhe and of the three Carbarees corroborates, in a very 
remarkable manner, that which had been previously obtained at Sattara, and 
that, although the Dharwar deponents had no knowledge of the information 
procured at Sattara, they had deposed to the existence of certain papers at 
Sunkeshwur, and other particulars connected with these intrigues, lie then 
refers to the eonfirmation at Dharwar of the fact stated by the Sattara wit¬ 
nesses, of a treaty having been concluded, through the agency of Nago Deo- 
rao and Raqjcc Kotenees, between the Raja and Don Manoel, as well as in 
respect to the mission of Mahdeo Row Sirkey to Goa. The intimacy between 
the late Swamee of Sunkeshwur and Narrain Bhutt Sidhe is proved by the 
evidence of Mora[)unt Josee and Narrain Bhutt Chittey, traiisinitted by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans with his report. 

24. On the 29th January, Mr. Dunlop forwarded copies of two letters ad¬ 
dressed by the Swamee to Chintamun Kao, the chief of Sanglee, purporting 
to be in reply to verbal communications to the former from the latter. These 
letters evidently could not afford the intelligence of which Chintamun Rao 
admits that he made use to alarm the Raja, for they in no degree implicate 
that person. It is too probable, therefore, that this favoured chief has not 
been perfectly candid in his communications ; and my suspicions of his fair¬ 
ness are strengthened by the information conveyed in Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans’s letter of the 21st February. Still I do not think the letters delivered 
up by him altogether unimportant. They clearly shew that something im¬ 
proper was in progress, and that the Swamee was implicated with ‘‘ low per- 
" sons in secret plans and state affairs.” lie states, however, that he had 
“ told the person who had spoke to him, that he would have nothing to do 
“ with the business a proicssiou to which his conduct does not ajjpear to 
have been conformable. 

2.5. On the IGth February, Mr. Dunlop submitted various papers which he 
had (jbtained, relating to “ the intrigues between the Raja of Sattara and the 
“ Sooraj)oor chiefbut as these are not connected with the Goa case, except 
so far as they indicate that the Raja’s designs embraced a wide and extended 
.sphere, I shall f)ass them over, and proceed to notice Mr. Dunlop's subsequent 
letter of the 19th of the same month, which exclusively refers to the Goa 
intrigues. 

26. With this despatch Mr. Dunlop submitted the following documents, 
procured by Ram Row Akhbarnavecs, through the influence of the present 
Swamee of Sunkeshwur:— 

1st. A letter, alleged to be original, from the Raja of Sattara to Don 
Manoel. 

2d. A letter from Don Manoel to the Raja of Sattara. 

3d. A letter from Don Manoel to the late Swamee of Sunkeshwur. 

Mr. Dunlop rejjorted, that these papers were stated to have been obtained 
from the hou.se of Raojee Kotenees, a native of Goa, at whose house Nago 
Deorao had principally resided, and that they had been procured by a person 
named Babajce Punt Joglckur. 

27. In my minute of the lOth March last I observed, that the letters 2 and 
3 were evidently not originals, and that they appeared to be Mahratta transla¬ 
tions of letters written in the Portuguese character. The first is dated the 
25th January 1831, and purports to be in reply to one from the Raja of the 
9th. It merely expresses the Governor’s satisfaction at hearing that the Raja 
was well. The second is dated the 13th August 1833, and acknowledges the 
receipt of a letter from the Swamee, sent by Nago Deorao, and a verbal com¬ 
munication made by the same person, and promises to write to the Swamee as 
occasion may require. Both documents bear the appearance of having been 
written long since. 


28. On 
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28.. On the 22d February, Mr. Dunlop submitted the deposition of the 
person who obtained these documents, the substance of which is as follows :— 
“ I went into the Goa Prant, to the villages of Pedney, Korgaon, and Mal- 
‘ pey, and, on instituting inquiries, learnt that there were some papers in the 
“ possession of Raojec Kotenees, who resides at Araba near Goa. I learned 
" this through Bahim Bhutt Moongeykur and Sable Purub Dcssoy of Pedney, 
“ but that they could not be obtained without money. On this I wrote to 
“ Ram Row Akhbarnavees and the Carbarees of the Swamce. The latter 
“ joined me, and after receiving assurances, Balumbhut gave up the papers. 
“ The reason of these three papers being in one place is, that Nago Deorao 
“ Vyed, a Mookhtyar agent, on the part of the Raja of Sattara, and Erculan, 
“ Doctor, a resident at Goa, between these two the confidential person was 
“ Raojee Kotenees, in whose house Nago Deorao resided, through whom the 
“ papers belonging to both parties were obtained there; this state intrigue 
“ being carried on secretly, therefore they, with a view tliat it should not be 
“ divulged, used to lodge them there in one place. On the part of the Sat- 
“ tara MaharaJ, Nago Deorao Vyed Waeekur, and Irkool, Doctor, a resi- 
“ dent of Panjee at Goa, on the part of Don Manoel Sahib, between these tlie 
“ emissary in the affair was Raojee Kotenees. These three have carried on 
“ this state intrigue for thirteen or fourteen years, from which period Nago 
“ Deorao and Raojee Kotenees used to frequent Sattara and Sunkeshwur 
“ from Goa; I have therefore an acquaintance with this affair. I know the 
“ parties. On one occasion J went, on the part of the Swamee, to Goa, to 
“ call Nago Deorao. Raojee Kotenees’ house is at Araba, from whence the 
“ original letters were obtained from his brother, through Balumbhut and the 
“ Dessoy.”* 

29. The above deposition, and the documents to which it chiefly refers, 
were reported on by Lieuteuaiit-Colonel Ovans, in his letter of the 19th 
March. Neither the handwriting, nor the seals of the Mahratta letter in the 
name of the Raja of Sattara to the Governor of Goa, are identified by any 
of the Sattara witnesses, all of whom state it not to have been written by 
any one of the mundullce, or party, of Nago Deorao. It is, however, remark¬ 
able. that its contents corres[)ond with the letter from the Raja of Sattara to 
the Viceroy, No. 4 of List E. accompanying Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s report 
of the 11th November, though the dates’vary, the one being dated the 21 st 
December, the other the 2Gtli November IS.'JO. 

30. With regard to the two letters written in the Portuguese character, 
Raojee Kotenees denies that they were in his house when he left it, and states, 
that they dt> not bear Don Manoel's signature, and that it was not cu.stomary 
at Goa to write .Mahratta letters in the. Portugue.se character; nevertheless, 
the letter of the I3th August 1833 corresponds with the one from the Viceroy 
to the Raja, marked C. of List E. of the report of the 11th November, though 
this is dated the 23d August 1833. 

31. It skeins to me, that there is some mystery connected with these docu¬ 
ments to be cleared up. I am rather disposed to think that they were not 
obtained from the house of Raojee Kotenees, for no object exists which 
should induce the latter to disown them. It is not impossible that they were 
found among the Swamee’s papers, and that they may have been the drafts 
from which the genuine letters, with which they correspond, were written. 
Being quite unauthenticated, however, they cannot be used to impeach any 
person; yet, obtained as they have been by a party unconnected with the 
Sattara inquiry, they seem to add materially to the evidence obtained, regard¬ 
ing the general fact of the cxi.stence of the Goa intrigues, atfd the length of 
time during which they have been in progress, while, at the same time, the 
testimony of the person who has produced them, with respect to the principal 
parties employed in conducting tho.se intrigues, and as to their visiting Sat¬ 
tara and Sunkeshwur, is entirely corroborative of the information previously 
acquired. 

32. On 

• Fide this man’s deposition taken at Dharwar, 19th February 1838. 
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32. On the 10th March last, Mr. Dunlop requested instructions regarding 
the disposal of a diamond ring, produced by the present Swamee of Sunkesh- 
wur “ as having been presented to his predecessor by a Portuguese named 
“ Christovao, who repaired to Sunkeshwur to negotiate respecting the intrigues 
“ between that place and Goa, about two years agoand reported, that he 
had taken several depositions, verifying the handwriting of the agent, Chris¬ 
tovao, and identifying the ring, but that, as they could answer no purpose, 
except to establish the participation of the late Swamee, which was not de¬ 
nied, he had not deemed it necessary to forward them. In reply, he was re¬ 
quested to transmit these documents, and was informed, that although the 
Swamee is admitted to have been concerned in these intrigues, yet Govern¬ 
ment deemed it advisable to ascertain in what manner, and to what extent, 
he was implicated. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans has reported,* that he is unable 
to obtain any information at Sattara regarding the Portuguese named Chris¬ 
tovao; but among the agents mentioned by Narrain Bhutt Sidhe is a Portu¬ 
guese, whose name he does not remember, of whom he says, that he came to 
the Swamee, and received from him with other presents a diamond ring.— 
(F/V/c paragraph 18 of this minute.) 

33. 1 beg here to sus; jest, that Mr. Dunlop be called on to submit, with as 
little delay as possible- 

34. First. The statement of Ram Row Akhbarnavees of the result of his mis¬ 

sion to Goa, under the orders of Mr. Nesbit, and whether this person, as stated 
in Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter to Mr. Dunlop of 25th September last, 
made at the time a report to Mr. Nesbit which was forwarded to Colonel 
Robertson. , 

35. Second. Whether he has been able to obtain “ the original thy Ice from 
“ the Raja of Sattara, to the address of a Portuguese who had left the country 
“ before it w'as delivered,” alluded to in the 2d paragraph of his letter of the 
29th November last, as being in the possession of the present Swamee. 

36. Third. If such thylee has not been given up, to take all the evidence 
obtainable regarding its existence and contents. 

• ^ 

37. Fourth. To examine the Swamee’s threeCarbarees respecting the treaty 
between the Raja and Don Manoel. With reference to this, Mr. Dunlop may 
be informed, that as Narrain Bhutt Sidhe distinctly declares, that this 
treaty, with several other papers, was deposited in the late Swamee’s treasury, 
the present Swamee is bound to produce it; and that, should it appear to 
him that this person is guilty of double-dealing in the matter. Government 
authorize the adoption of the measure suggested by him in his letter of (ith 
January last, namely, the temporary sequestration of the Swamee’s villages 
until the documents arc produced. 

38. Fifth. A copy of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter of 19th of December 
]a.st should be sent to Mr. Dunlop, and the suspicions entertained by Govern¬ 
ment regarding Chintamun Rao communicated, in order that he may insti¬ 
tute further inquiries on the subject of the papers alleged to havb been deli¬ 
vered over to that chief. 

39. Instituting these further inquiries is contrary to the orders of the Govern¬ 
ment of India, but they are confined to our Presidency; and I am satisfied 
that, with the information before us, we are fully justihed in so far deviating 
from our instructions. 

40. Although unconnected with the Goa intrigue, I will now briefly allude 
to the documents referred to in the 19th and.24th paragraphs of this minute, 
as having been obtained from the agents of the late Swamee, and relating to 
communications between certain persons at Sattara and the Bcerur chief of 
Soorapoor, who is dependant on his Highness the Nizam. 

41. It will be in the recollection of the Board, on the 5th September last 
Mr. Chief Secretary Wathen reported, that he had been informed that Raojee 

Kotenecs 


• Vide his letter, 11th April. 
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Kotenees had been deputed by the Raja of Sattara to the chief of Soorapoor SMTARA 
in the Nizam’s country, to endeavour to persuade him to assist in his pvojected PAPERS, 

attempt to expel the British frpm India, and that the Raja, in order to raise MhHue 
funds to enable the Beerur chief to commence his movements, sent Raojee bytheGoTem 
Kotenees to the late Swamee of Sunkeshwur, in order to obtain from him an 1* ^"y 
advance of money for the chief, and that he was believed to have succeeded 
in obtaining Rupees 20,000 or upwards. This information was transmitted to 
the Resident at Hyderabad on the IGth September, in order that he might 
institute inquiries on the subject; and on the 10th October Lieutenant- 
Colonel Stewart replied to our reference, and stated that Captain Lee, who 
was then at Soorapoor, “ did not believe Raojee Kotenees was ever at Soora- 
“ poor, and felt convinced that the Raja of that place would have seized him, 

“or any other person, who had come to Soorapoor on any mission of the 
“ nature indicated, it being at this moment most particularly the interest 
“ of the Soorapoor Zemindar to conciliate the British Authorities.” 

42. Notwithstanding this opinion, the original correspondence, which 1ms 
now been obtained at Dharwar, clearly and satisfactorily proves, that cora- 
inuiiications of a suspicious nature passed, about two years ago, between the 
chief of Beerur, on the one hand, and the late Swamee of Sunkeshwur and 
Madheo Row Sirkey, on the other. 

*43. The Raja of Sattara not being even named in any of these documents, 
it would be most unjust, without further inquiry, to include them among the 
proofs onwdiieh any conclusion unfavourable to the character of that Prince is 
made to rest. On the other hand, the positive orders of the Government of 
India preclude us from urging that further inquiry, which would probably, in 
one way or other, resolve our doubts on the subject. In this situation, I see no 
course ojien to me but, under the distinct warning which 1 have already given, 
to state the contents of the documents, with about the same degree of fulness 
whichl have used in abstracting the rest. Forming part of the evidence handed 
up to us in this case, warranting, as they do, suspicions against the Raja, 

1 could not pass over that circumstance in silence; and having stated it, I 
am bound to exhibit enough of them, to enable the Board to judge for thein- 
sehes how far my description of them is sustained. 

44. Four of these documents were forwarded by Mr. Dunlop in his letter of 
the 1.5th .January last. The first is an original letter from Mahdeo Row Sirkey to 
Nursing Bhartce, dated from Sattara the IGth Rubce-ool-awul, and its eli'eet 
is as follows: “ The Soorapoor Raja requires two lacs and a half of rupees. 

“ AVhen I spoke to you before on this subject, you told me that if the busi- 
“ ness could be accomplished, it would be well and for my advantage. I 
“ therefore came to Sattara, and have got ready from a sowcar as much as 
“ one lac and a half, and I told Narrain Bhutt Sidhe to speak to you about 
“ the remaining lac, and he wrote you would be able to make it up. Having 
“ got one lac and a half ready with Vishnoodass and Teejccram, I wrote to 
“ you and the Soorapoorkur, and received answers by Narrain Bhutt and 
“ Lukshmun .Jemadar. I have considered these, and send a yad on the j>art 
“of the Sowcar, and another regarding private arrangements; according to 
“ which an agreement being made, when an answer to the yads and letter is 
“ received, the money and my moktyar will be forwarded. The yads and letter 
“ should be sent by Agasee to Soorapoor.” 

45. The second is an original letter from the Swamee to Mahdeo Row Sir- 

kay, dated Shuk 1758, Adbik! or intercalary month, therefore the Englisli 
date is .June-July 1836. This alludes to communications having previously 
passed between them, regarding the Soorapoor chief being in want of mouey, 
and that, in consequence, Lukshmun Sing, on the part of the chief of Soora¬ 
poor, and Narrain Bhutt Sidhe, had been sent to him (the Sirkey) with a letter, 
and had returned with a memorandum of fourteen articles regarding the accom¬ 
plishment of the business. The Swamee then observes, “ Some of these articles 
“ are hard, nevertheless it will be done more or less. When I hear that you 
“ will certainly accomplish the money affair, 1 shall be able to write to iiim 
“ (the chief).” _ ^ . 
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46. The third letter is from the Swamee to Narrain Bhutt Sidhe and Luksh- 
mun Sipg Jemadar, and says, “ My orders are as follows:—^You state there 
" will be no obstacle on the part of the Sirkey in the money affair, provided 
“ the memorandum of fourteen articles is agreed to by the Soorapoorkur. An 
“ increase of 2,000 rupees to the Nemnook is stipulated for. If I am to men- 
“ tion this, the chief confidence must be in a letter from the Sirkey. Obtain 
*• this. Afterwards, having written to the chief and received his answer, I 

shall be able to bring them together.” The fourth letter does not relate to 
this affair, but to some intrigues earned on by the Swamee at Baroda. 

47. The remaining documents, twelve in number, were forwarded to Govern¬ 

ment by Mr. Dunlop, in his letter of 16th February last. These were, for the 
most part, obtained from Janardhun Mahadew Agasee, whom Mr, Dunlop 
reports to have been “ an old favourite of the ex-Pcishwa, and to have been 
“ actively employed.” The first is an original letter from the Soorapoor chief 
to tlic Swamee, and has a large square seal w'ith an Arabic inscription attached 
tm it. This is w'ritten very obscurely ; but the writer applies for aid to extri¬ 
cate him from his pecuniary difficulties, and states that he has sent Timrnassa 
Shastry and Janoba Bhow to communicate verbally on the subject. It further 
acknowledges the receipt of an encouraging letter by Lukshraun Sing, calls 
on the Swamee to perform what he had promised, and observes, that the mes¬ 
sage regarding future plans is judicious. • 

48. The second is from Madheo How Sirkey to Timinassa Shastry, and is 
dated Vysack vud the fourth. This acknowledges a letter of Vysack sood the 
7th, and states that he had received a letter from the Soorapoor <jhief, and 
that a yad had been determined on according to what they had agreed at 
Kuveer (Kolapore), whicli he sends. The writer then tells the Sirkey to 
come with Narrain Bhutt Sidhe, bringing the when the business will be 
settled. He adds, after meeting, “ ivc shall settle about the })rivatc affair ” 

49. The third and fourth papers arc «ot connected with the Soorapoor 
afl'air. The fifth is a memorandum of an agreement of nine articles, to be 
made for Mahdeo Row Sirkey; from which it would appear, that the Sirkey 
was to enter the service of the chief on certain conditions. There is nothing 
improper indicated in tliesc. On the contrary, one of them is, that the loan 
advanced by the Sowcars is to be guaranteed “ by the British officer at 
” Poona which proves, that so much, at least, of the transaction was to be 
made public. 

50. The sixth paper is a’letter from the Sirkey to the chief of Soorapoor, 
informing him that Agasee and liukshmun had been deputed with Viyad on the 
part of the Sowcar, and one regarding private concerns, and that, on the 
receipt of his reply, the bankers with the money, and an agent on his part, 
should be sent. 

51. The seventh paper is from the Sirkey to Janardhun Punt Bhow Agasee, 
informing him that two lacs and a half of rupees were to be paid to the Soora¬ 
poor Sirkar, according to a yad sent separately; in conformity with which, he 
says, “ bring it into an agreement, and do the business.” The eighth is a 
letter from the same "to the same, on the same subject, and acknowledges a 
letter sent by Narrain Bhutt Sirkey. The contents of this are similar to those 
of No. 6, and both are of the same date, or the 16th Rubee-ool-awul. 

52. The ninth paper is an original letter from the Swamee to the chief of 
Soorapoor, stating tljat, on his agreeing to the yad sent, it would be trans¬ 
mitted to Sattara, and from thence the money with a Carcoon would be for¬ 
warded. 

53. The tenth is a letter from the Swamee to Rajmania Venkut Rao Iriinul, 
treasurer, informing him that he has forwarded the yad agreed upon by 
.lanardhun Agasee and Lukshmun Sing, and requesting him to communicate 
its contents to the chief (Bulwunt Bhyree), and that, if he agreed, his reply 
would be sent to Sattara, and the Carcoon returned from thence with.the 
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money. The eleventh is a letter from the Swamee to Bussapa Dessoy, Car- 
barry of the Soorapoor chief, similar in contents to No. 10. 

54. The twelfth and last paper is a letter to the late Swamee from the wife Minute 

of the Soorapoorkur, acknowledging one from the Swamee, and stating, 

“ Bheem Rao Carcoon is sent on some business,'to conclude which and send 
“ him back, thou our senior art great. Regarding various Government affairs of 
“ importance at .this place, the Sreemunt has written. We have sent Luksli- 
“ mun Sing to state further subjects to be communicated. For the advance 
“ we have agreed to instalments with Vadamoortee Sastree.” 

55. There is, I repeat, nothing in the above correspondence directly impli¬ 
cating the Raja of Sattara, and it contains no proof that anything more was 
contemplated than an advance of money to relieve the Soorapoor chief from 
his necessities; except the strong presumption,* that the money must have 
been raised under the influence of the Raja, the negotiation being conducted 
by his relation the Sirkey, who, with the banker from whom the greater por¬ 
tion of the loan was to be oljtained, were active agents in the Goa intrigue. 

Allusions, moreover, are contained in some of the letters to “ private arrange¬ 
ments,” which to me appear very likely*to be quite distinct from that regard¬ 
ing the. loan, and the engagement for his own benefit between the Sirkey and 
the chief of Soorapoor. I may refer in particular to the letter from the Sir- 
key to Timmassa Shastry, which says, “ after meeting tee shall settle about the 
private affair.'^ It is also clear, that we have not the whole of the conditions 
on which the Sirkey agreed to obtain the loan. These consisted of fourteen 
articles, but the paper obtained by Mr. Dunlop contains only nine. 

5t>. The banker, Teejeeram, admitsf that he was applied to by the Sirkey 
to lend money to the Soorapoorkur about two years since, and produces a note, 
promising to advance Rupees 25,000, which fixes the date of the transaction, 
this being dated 4th May and 28th .Tune 1830. The thne, therefore, of the 
negotiations, is pregnant with suspicion; for in the following month the 
attempt on tlie fidelity of our Native officers was made and detected. Some 
of the Swamee’s letters are identified by Morapunt Josce and Narrain Bhutt 
Chittey. Finally, Narrain Bhutt Sidhe distinctly states, that the correspon¬ 
dence is connected with the intrigues carried on with the chief of Soorapoor, 
though Mr. Dunlop does not appear to have examined him regarding the nature 
of the intrigues to which he refers. 

57. On the whole, I am disposed to conjecture that the chief of Soorapoor 
having become involved in pecuniary difficulty, an attempt was made at Sat¬ 
tara to obtain a loan for him; and as this could scarcely be obtained without 
the assistance of the Raja, who was not likely to lend such assistance with¬ 
out looking for some return, and as the Raja is proved to have been at this 
very time engaged in ho.stile measures against us in other quarters, there is, 
in my o])iniun, probable ground for the information received from Mr. Wathen 
before these papers came into our possession, namely, that it was a part of 
the plans of the Raja to induce the Soorapoor chief to become a party to these 
hostile measures. It is with reluctance that I leave the matter in' its present 
state, but the instructions of the Governor General preclude any further refe¬ 
rence ou the subject to the Resident at Hyderabad. 

58. The three papers unconnected with the negotiation with Soorapoor arc 
not altogether unworthy of notice. No. 3 is an original letter from Uunnunt 
Govind, the principal Carbarry of the late Swamee^of Sunkcshwur, to Rama- 
jee Punt, Carcoon of Maunsing Row Patu'nkur, wllo, I am informed, was in 
Oqtober 1824 expelled by a British force from the hill-fort of Powaghur in 
Guzerat, and whom consequently we may conclude to be inimical to our in¬ 
terests. The letter intimates, that Janardun Bhow Agasee had been resid¬ 
ing at Sunkcshwur for five or seven months, and intended, “ on account of 

“ some 

* On this point I beg to refer to Mr. Dunlop’s letter of the 16th February, aud Lieutenant- 
Colonel Orans's of the 19th March 1838. * 

t f'tde his deposition, dated 16tlt February. 
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PAPERS, aid of Ramjee in effecting this business. No. 4 is merely the direction of the 

Mi^tc above letter. 

meaning of the remaining paper would be quite unintelligible with- 
^ ‘ out the aid of Narrain Bhutt Sidhe, who states, that it is an answer written 

by the Swamee to a letter from Atmaran Bhutt Noolkur, the person to whom 
1 have particularly alluded in the 19th paragraph of this minute, with a 
feigned allusion to Shree Wittoba Arowbekur, and that he knows that this 
relates to the Baroda affair, some account of which, and of the agency through 
which it was carried on, will be found in the third paragraph of his deposi¬ 
tion. Among the papers said to have been left by the Swamee, a treaty with 
the GuicoWar is specified, but Mr. Dunlop has not yet been able to obtain 
possession of it; and I merely allude to the subject as one at present involved 
in obscurity, but nevertheless indicating the existence of some deep-laid and 
extensive schemes of mischief on the part of the Swamee and those connected 
with them ; among whom we have, I fear, ample proof that the Raja of Sat- 
tara was a principal. 

GO. After the above digression, whiah, for the reason already stated, I could 
not well avoid, 1 will now resume the Goa case, and proceed with my remarks 
on the evidence obtained by Mr. Spooner at Rutnagheery, in confirmation of 
what has been elicited at Sattara by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, the two in¬ 
quiries being, as in the case of Dharwar, con4ucted quite inctependently of 
each other. 

G1. On the 31st of August 1837, Mr. Spooner reported that he had received 
information, that a body of men, in number about two hundred, had assem¬ 
bled at the village of I’allee in the Warree territory, four miles from Vingorla, 
with the intention of attacking the factory at that place, and carrying off four 
lacs of rupees which were kept in deposit there during the monsoon. 

612. At the same time, a letter was received by the chief of Warree and by 
the British Vakeel stationed there, from a person named Gopall Sndjec Red- 
kur, mentioning several persons by name as concerned in the affair; and on 
this information the chief of Warree secured five of them, and having ex¬ 
amined them, forwardc;d their depositions to Mr. Spooner. 

03. 1 will now submit extracts from the evidence of these individuais; pre¬ 
mising that, though I condense the originals for the sake of brevity, I am not 
aware of omitting or altering a material word. These extracts will show, 
that the design on the Vingorla factory was formed by some of the associates 
of the late Nago Deorao, and at the same time illustrate the nature of that 
person's proceedings; and it is here worthy of remark, that it was obtained, 
not by any British functionary, but by the Native authorities at Warree, with¬ 
out having held any previous communication with Rutnagheery. 

64. Hurbhut Ben Ramchundcr Hubbeen states: “ A person named Nana 
“ Waeed came from^ Sattara and informed me, that the Sirdars above the 
•“ Ghauts had entered into a conspirany to take possession of all the country 
“ at present in the possession of the British, and that he had come to.collect 
“ men from the Warree country; that he had already engaged men from the 
“ Goa territory, and that he expected a supply of money from the Ghauts, 
“ on the receipt of which he should commence to take by force the forts of 
” Malwan, Raree, and Vingorla. Nanna Waeed died; and about a month ago 
“ three of his associates, n^med Bapoo Ghatgay, Bawoo Sing Purdesee, and 
“ Balk'Oba, informed me that they had assembled two hundred men at Pallee, 
“ and requested me to collect more men and they would pay for them. • I 
“ asked for what purpose, and they said, they intended to take the forts^.of 
“ Raree, Vingorla, and Malwan. I agreed, and enlisted about 4en men.” 

65. When examined by Mr. Spooner on the 28th September last, this wit¬ 
ness deposes as follows; “ Nana Waeed, alias Nago Deorao, is an inhabi- 
“ taut of Warree in the Sattara country, and was for many years in the ser- 
“ vice of Sunder Acharya Swamee. About nine years ago he left the Swa- 
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“ mee’s service, and went to reside in the Goa territory. In February 1836 SATTARA 
“ he came to Sawunt Warree, accompanied by his two nephews, Dajeeba PAPERS. 

" Waeed and llambhow Waeed, and Balkoba Kclkur. Here he died of Mhillte 
“ dropsy in 1836; after which *his associates dispersed, some to Goa and bytheGovemc 
“ others to Warree in the Sattara territory. Five days after his death his son 1® May 1838. 
“ came to Warree, and having performed the funeral ceremonies returned to 
“ Waee. Nana Waeed spent about five rupees daily in feeding Brahmins and 
“ religious ceremonies. This was not obtained at Warree, but, according to 
“ rumour, it was sent from time to time from Sattara. Bapoo Ghatgay and 
“ Bawoo Sing Purdsee were in Nana Waeed’s service as troopers. These 
“ two and Balkoba Ktilkur told some persons at Warree, that the chief of 
“ Nagpore, Scindia, and other Sirdars, intended to wage war with the British 
“ and to take possession of their country; and I heard that Nana Waeed 
“ was deputed to this part pf the country (Warree) by the Raja of Sattara. 

“ In November 1836, Balkoba Kelkur, Bapoo Ghatgay, Bawoo Sing Purdc- 
“ sec, and Ramchunderbhut, a personal servant of Nana Waeed, came to 
“ Warree, where also was Morapiint Josec. In August 1837 they commenced 
“ collecting about one hundred men, intending to collect others from the Goa 
“ territory, for the purpose of attacking the country in the vicinity of Raree 
“ and Vingorla. The Raja of Sattara and chief of Meeritch were connected 
“ with this affair, and some men w’cre to have been sent to them. I was re- 
“ quested to enlist men, and received ten rupees from Bapoo Ghatgay, which 
“ 1 distributed among four men whose services I engaged. It was settled 
“ that we should assemble at Pallce, and Balkoba Kelkur had gone into the 
“ Goa territory. The men witli Bapoo Ghatgay met at Pallee on or about the 
“ fJtli August. Bhaoo Sing was expected with some men from Pedney in the 
“ Goa territory, but the plot having been discovered we dispersed, and Ba- 
“ poo Ghatgay went to Araba.” 

66. On being cross-examined, the witness further states to this effect: 

“ Balkoba Tatia, Bapoo Ghatgay, and Bhaoo Sing and Purdesec, told him 

t “ two or three times, tliat all the Sirdars above the Ghauts had entered into a 
“ combination to take possession of the country belonging to the British. This 
“ was after Nana Waeed’s death : I heard nothing of this during his lifetime. 

“ They did not mention the names of the Sirdars, but that the Raja of Sattara, 

“ chief of Meerich, and the Sirdars had entered ipto the combination. On the 
“ 7th August Bapoo Ghatgay and Ramchunder Bhutt came to Warree, and 
“ informed me that they had already assembled men at Pedney in the Goa terri- 
“ tory, and asked me where the men were whom I had promised to assemble. 

“ I informed him that two of the men I had enlisted had been seized by the 
“ chief of Warree, and one had returned home; on which he became angry, 

“ and wished me to refund the ten rupees. 1 agreed to collect men about 
“ the middle of July, and Pallee was the place of rendezvous. From the 
“ conversation of Balkoba Tatia and Bapoo Ghatgay, I inferred that the com- 
“ bir\atiun had been going on for two years. Bapoo Ghatgay said that he re- 
“ sided at Poona. Ramchunder Bhutt said, that one hundred and fifty men 
“ were assembled at Pallee: from another person I learnt that fifty men were 
“ assembled, and that one hundred were expected from the Goa territory. 

“ Gopall Sudjee Reakur and Bud Device of Pallee were concerned in this 
“ afiair.” 

67. Rambhut Ben Ludasew Bhut Abhiankur, inhabitant of a village of tfie 
Malwan Talooka, “ and lately in the service of Nana Waeed,” in his deposition 
before the authorities at Warree, states as follows: “ I went with Bapoo 
“ Ghatgay and fifteen others to Pallee, where abouf two hundred and fifty 
‘‘men with arms jiad assembled. Gopall Sudjee Reakur informed me, they 
“ intended to attack the* detachment stationed at Vingorla; on which *1 be- 
“ came alarmed and left them.” 

68. In his examinationbefofc Mr. Spooner*^ he states: “ I live in the.Com- 
“ pany’s territories, and am a bikhshook, or one who lives on alms. About 

“ eighteen 

Vide Mr. Spooner’s letter, 15th October 1837. 
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" eighteen months ago I went to Warree, to the house of Nago Deorao, alias 
" Nana Waeed, of Warree, in the Sattara country. A relation of mine, by 
“ name Bickoba Sidia, from the .Goa territo^, who for two or three j'ears was 
“ a personal servant of Nago Deoaro’s, askea me also to enter his service I 
“ consented, and remained with Nago lour or five months until his death. At 
“ that time his two nephews llambhow and Dajeeba Waecd, Morapunt Josee, 
“ and Balkoba Tatia, were with him ; Bapoo Ghatgay was also an attendant 
on Nana Waeed.” After alluding to Nago’s circumstances, the witness 
says: “ He was in the habit of sending some of his servants to Sattara every 
“ one or two months. He died of dropsy in August 1836, and his son came 
“ to Warree and performed the funeral ceremonies. After his death, Balkoba 
“ Kclkur, Rambhow Waecd, Bapoo Ghatgay, Bhow Sing and others, remained 
“ at Warree. I did not get my pay; and Balkoba Tatia being in embar- 
“ rassed circumstances, pawned Nana Waeed’s silver articles, and 1 returned 
“ home. In August 1837 Balkoba sent a person to persuade me to re-enter 
“ his serr'icc, and I did so. Balkoba commenced to collect 1,000 or 1,200 
“ men, on pretence of taking them to Sattara to be employed there, but he 
“ did not succeed. He then formed a plan for collecting some men at 
“ Pallee, to plunder the treasure in deposit at Vingorla, in concert with 
“ Bapoo Ghatgay, Bhow Sing Purdesce, Hnrbhnt Hubbcea, Hhondba Kotc- 
“ nees, Gopall Sudjee Reakur (a Sepoy of Dadeebliye’s), and two or three 
“ men from Pedney in the Goa territory. One or two Bhutts from Pailcc, 
“ and Balnoba Soobadar, were also concerned. I returned to my village on 
“ the 6th of August, and Gopall Sudjee gave me a letter to Bapoo Ghaonkur, 

“ requesting him to collect ten men. The following day I went with Bajioo 
“ and ten men towards Pallee ; but as Gopall Sudjee did not meet us. 
“according to promise, when half way, we returned. On the 8th .August 
“ Hurbhut and Dhondba Kotcuces scut some men from W^arree to Pallee, and 
“ I accomyianicd. I saw there about two hundred men, and Gopall Sudjee 
“ and Bapoo Ghatgay said others were in the village, and that they intended 
“ to attack Vingorla about nine that night; but the attack was deferred, on 
“ account of some men not liaving arrived from Pedney. 1 became alarmed* 
“ and wished to return, but was jnevented. On the loth 1 returned to 
“Warree: llaimo Ghatgay and the others remained at Pallee. Oiithclltli 
“ Dhondba Kotenees sent for me, ami told me not to mention to any one the 
“ meeting of the hand at Pallee. 1 took an oath of secrecy, but communi- 
“ cated the whole to Morapunt Lclleh, prime mini.ster at AVarree. Balkoba 
“ and Bapoo Ghatgay reside above the Ghauts. Nana Waeed came to 
“ Wanee to collect men and take them to Sattara : he and his friends were 
“ always talking of collecting men, therefore 1 know this. It was his inteu- 
“ tion to obtain funds IVoin Sattara, but wljcther he did so or not 1 do not 
“ know.” 


69. Watoo Abbajec, in his deposition at Warree, states: “ I was asked by 
“ Hurblmt Hubbcea to enter the service of Bapoo Ghatgay and Tatia Vycd 
“ (Balkoba Kelkur), to take possession of Vingorla, and was informed, that 
“ the Portuguese authorities at Goa had been in readiness to aflbrd tlicin 
“ every assistance. I attempted to dissuade them from their purf)ose; but 
“ Hurbhut told me, Gopall Sudjee, Bapoo Ghatgay, and Tatia Vycd, had 
“ then gone to Pedney and Araba, in the Goa territory, to procure a large 
“ body of men, and requested rne to follow him to Pallee, but I declined.” 

70. Before Mr. Spooner this person deposes: “ I am now and have for 
“ many years been, in the service of Dadeebhyec. On the 6th Augu,st 1837 
“ I met Hurbhut llubbeea, who informed me that Balkoba Kelkur and Bafioo 
“ Ghatgay were assembling four or five hundred men; that Gopall Sudjee was 
“ conperned ; that they had gone to Pedney, and tl»t if I wanted service I 
“ should go and meet them there, and that they would give me money. I 
“ asked, to what place the men were to be sent; and he informed me, .some 
“ men were to be collected 1‘roin Warree, and iliat four or five hundred men 
“ (Feringees), armed with muskets, were to be assembled at Pallee, from 

' whence the whole body of men were to proceed to Vingorla, and that Witoo 
‘ Gunajee of Pedney was employed to bring the men from Pedney. 1 asked, 

“ for 
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“ tor what purpose they were to go to Vingorla, and he referred me to Balkoba 
“ Kelkur, Bapoo Ghatgay, and Gopall Sudjee Reakur. I declined to go to 
“ Pedney, and went and told Dadee-bhaees’minister, Dhondba Kotenees, what 
“ I had heard, as Pallee belonged to her. On the following evening I met 
" Hurbhut at the house of Visram Furjund, and he again asked mo to enter 
“ the service of Balkoba, but I refused. After this I was cast into prison. 
“ Hurbhut informed me, that Bapoo Ghatgay and Balkoba came from the 
“ Sattara country; they had resided at Warree about two years. Nana 
“ Waeed came to Warree about two years ago, and died there about eigliteen 
“ months since.” 

71. Rain Sabajee, Pundit, inhabitant of Khas, in the Sawunt Warree terri¬ 
tory, deposes at Warree: “ Bhaoo Sing Purdcsee, with his servant Ramjec 
“ Ghatwal and a Brahmin, came to Khas, and asked me to enter the service of 
“ his master, who was at Pallee. I accordingly, with two others, went to 
“ Pallee, and met Bapoo Ghatgay and Gopall Sudjee, who informed me that 
“ in conjunction with Hurbhut Hubbeea and Wattoo Abbajee, they were 
“ procuring armed men to take the forts of Vingorla, Malwan, and Raree, 
“ and that others were expected to join. I agreed to join, provided Dad^c- 
“ bhyee’s servants came and remained two nights at Pallee. After which the 
“ party absconded, on Bapoo Ghatgay receiving intelligence that the British 
“ authorities were making inquiries regarding us.” 

72. Before Mr. Spooner this man deposes: “About the 2d August 1837, 
“ Bhaoo Sing Purdcsee came to my vjllage to enlist men. I was asked to 
“ join; I agreed to do so for pay. Bhaoo Sing said, his master, Bapoo 
“ Ghatgay, would settle this at Pallee, with reference to my ability to serve 
“ as a SeiJoy. I went to Pallee about the 9th August with Bapoo Pundit 
“ and Dokloo Christian, and six men ofcTorees in the Goa territoiy. Gopall 
“ Sud jee came there and said Bapoo Ghatgay had gone to Warree, aiul that 
“ he would in the mean time supply us with food. Bapoo Ghatgay arrived 
“ the next day, and promised an advance of five rupees to each man. He 
“ said that Dadcebhyee intended to adopt a son, and that this wms the cause 
“ of till! assemblage ; but Gopall Sudjee said it was made for the purpose of 
“ taking the forts of Malwan, Raree, Vingorla, and the surrounding country^ 
“ for which purpose five or seven hundred men had been collected. I was 
“ convinced that a gang was being formed, and therefore told Gopall Sudjee 
“ I would remain if Dadcebhyce’s people came ; and vvas about to return, 
“ when Gopall and Bapoo learnt that the British Government were in pursuit 
“ of them, and ran away. . Nana Waced resided at Warree, and Bapoo 
“ Ghatgay and Bhow Sing Purdcsee were with him. Only six men came IVom 
“ the Goa territory, but Gopall Sudjee .said that a man had been sent to 
“ bring some men from that territory, and Bapoo Ghatgay said that the money 
“ was to come from Pedney, Araba, and Vingorla.” 

73. Visram Furjund deposes before the chief of Warree ; “ Hurbhut Ilub- 
“ beca asked me to entertain five or six persons, promising two months’ jjay in 
“ advance. Bapoo Ghatgay and Bhaoo Sing informed me they were going to 
“ Pedney and Araba, and on their return would bring money to paj' us. On 
“ their return they gave me one rupee, aud Hurbhut said they inteiulcd to take 
“ the forts of Vingorla and Raree, on the arrival of five or six hundred per- 
“ sons who were expected af Pallee.” 

74. Before Mr. Spooner he deposes: “ About the 6th August 1837 Hurbhut 
“ Hubbeea informed me, that one of the servants of the late Nana Waeed hud 
“ come from Meerich for the purpose of enlisting men', and asked me to enter 
“ his service. I jigreed, and asked what pay I should receive. He said that 
“ Nana Waeed’s servant would give, in the finst instance, an advance*of five 
“ rupees. He lent me one rupee, and a few days after 1 accompanied him to 
“ the house of Kesow Naique Petrie, and met Bapoo Ghatgay, Gopall Sudjee, 
“ Bhawoo Rana, Chandoo Hanekur, and a Brahmin, w'ho were.in coiiversqtion. 
“ About the 6th August Hurbhut desired me to hold myself in readiness to 
“ go where they wished, and said money was expected for our expenses from 
“ Vingorla. Two or three days afterwards Hurbhut told me of the arrival of 

“ the 
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*' the’servant of Nana Waeed, and directed me to go to Pallee, when I should 
“ receive money. On the same day Wattoo Abbajce and myself were seized 
“by the chief of Warree. Nana Waeed lived at Warree about two years. 
“ Hurbhut told me it was intended to bring about two hundred men from 
“ the Pedney Turuf, and that Gopall Sudjee and Bapoo Ghatgay were to 
“ bring them.” 

75. On the 11th November Mr. Spooner reported the apprehension, and 
transmitted the depositions of eight other persons, accused of having joined 
the Pallee gang. These depositions contain little that is material. 

76. Bapoo bin Essoo Gowankur. The only material fact stated by this per¬ 
son is, that one of the five persons whose evidence is above alluded to, Ram- 

i^liunder Bhutt, came to his house about the 29th July 1837, and asked him 
to enter the service of a Sirdar, who had come from Colapore to Warree to 
collect men, and that he agreed. 

77. Mukund bin Seudjee. This person states, that Gopall Sudjee informed 
him that two hundred men were coming from Pedney in the Goa territory, 
and that they had been collected by Atmaram Purub Dessoy of that place, 
and that, when they arrived, it was intended to attack llaree, and perform 
other exploits, Gopall Sudjee gave him some rice, and he heard from an 
old woman who cooked it, that about fifty men had already assembled at 
Pallee.. Gopall endeavoured to induce witness to join, but he refused. 

78. Auto Ramjee Hongra, tobaccj)-farmer of Pallee, states, that Gopall 
Sudjee naked him to join a party who were to assemble to attack the fort of 
Tiracol in the Goa territory, but that he refused. 

79. Bisso bin Pando Pundit acknowledges that he actually joined the gang, 
and that Gopall Sudjee gave him food. Dhacta Christian was of the party. 

80. Bhickwo bin Wettoba states, that he was twice asked by ITurbhut 
Hubbeca to enlist, but he refused to do so. 

81? Dhondo Sudashew Kotness. This person is the prime minister of 
JJadcebhyee, a relation of the chief of Warree, to whom the village of Pallee 
belongs. lie denies all connexion with the plot; but states, that he ex¬ 
amined Wittoo Abbajce, and learned from him that the gang under Tatia 
Waeed and Bapoo Ghatgay intended to attack Vingorla, and carry off the 
treasure. 

82. Bud Dewree bin Nil Dewree admits, that he was at Pallee, and jnir- 
chased some rice from Gopall Sudjee, but denies having been in any way 
connected with the gang which assembled at that village. 

83. Babna Turznnd admits he was at Pallee, and met Gopall Sudjee, but 
declares he did not join the gang. 

84. On the 15th November Mr. Spooner reported, that two more persons 
had been seized, and forwarded their depositions. 

85. Bhow bin Baborow Kana states, that he met Hurbhut ITubbcca with 
three other persons, who the former said were Bapoo Ghatgay, Bhaoo Sing, 
and Bapjee. Bhut. Hurbhut, the witness says, “ asked me to collect two 
“ hundred men. I said I would settle this when we met at Warree. Some 
“ days after I again met Hurbhut, and asked him where and in what manner 
“ the men were to be employed, and what pay they would receive. He 
“ asked me to take an oath of secrecy, which after some demur I did ; and 
“he then informed me, a plot had been formed to attack the forts of Raree, 

“ Vingorla, and Malwan. About this time Balkoba Tatia and Gopall Sudjee 
“ camp in, and Hurbhut informed me, the former was Nana Waeed’s brother- 
“ in-law, and that Nana’s nephew, Rambhow, had collected two hundred 
“ men at Araba, and tliat it was intended to assemble at Pallee. I declined 
“ to have any thing to do with the affair.” 

86. Satoo Ramjee ’admits, that he went to Pallee, and agreed to enter 
Hurbhut’s service, but pretends that he was ignorant of the nature of the 
service to be performed. 
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87. The only additional evidence obtained, regarding the design on the 
treasure at Vingorla, will be found in the deposition of Narrain Bhutt Sidhe, 
already mentioned in the sixteenth and three following paragraphs of this 
minute. This man says: “ A plot was laid to attack and jduiidcr the trea- 
“ sure sent from Dharwar, at Vingorla, the principal person concerned in 
“ which, on the part of the Swamee, was Balajee Punt Joglekur. Besides 
“ him, Bapoo Hatgee (Ghatgay), Bhow Sing, Ram Bhow Waeed, Morapunt 
“ Putwurdhun, and the brother of Atmaram Bhut, and others went. The 
“ people who took the treasure to Vingorla were on their guard, and the plan 

• “ did not succeed. After laying this plot the Swamee died. His object was, 
“ after seizing the treasure, to raise an insurrection in the Rutnagheery 
“ Collectorate.” 

88. I have been thus particular in detailing the above evidence, because 1 
conceive the design on the treasure in deposit at Vingorla to have emanated, 
however incidentally, from the intrigues of Nago Deorao at Goa. llurbhutt 
Hubbeea, one of the chief persons engaged in forming the Pallee gang, states, 
that Nana Waeed and his associates informed him, that the chief of Nagpore, 
Scindia, and other Sirdars above the Ghauts, had leagued together to take 
po.ssession of all the territory possessed by the British, and tlic projected 
capture of the forts of Rarec, Malwan, and Vingt)rla, is dLstinctly alluded to 
by almost all the persons concerned in the Pallee affair. W ho, however, 
were the chief agents concerned in the design on the Vingorla treasury ? 
Almost all of them were, more or less, connected with the late Nago Deorao, 
Balkoba Kclkur, his brother-in-law'. Ram Bhow W’^aecd, his nephew, Bapoo 
Ghatgay and Bhaoo Sing Purdesee, troopers in his service, and Uarachunder 
Bhutt, one of his menial servants, performed the most active ])art in getting 
uj) the blind; and we can now understand the observation of Balkoba Kelkur, 
when he (old Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s emissaries “ that he was a criminal,” 
alluding no doubt to the conspicuous part which he had taken in the pro¬ 
ceedings at Pallee. From whence also were the gangs to be collected ? 
From the Goa territories, the scene of Nago Dcorao’s long-standing intrigues; 
and it is clearly i)rovcd, that Balkoba and other persons implicated in the 
design went to IVdney, to bring the persons collected in that territory to the 
scene of action. The prisoner, Wattoo, states, that he was informed “ that 
“ the Portuguese authorities at (loa were ready to afford every assistance,” 
and that four or fWe hundred Feringees, or Portuguese, armed with muskets, 
were to be assembled at Pallee; and another of the prisoners mentions, that 
a Christian, named Dakloo or Dhacta, and six men from a Goa village, 
actually came to Pallee. Another ^states, that Atmaram Punt, J)essoy of 
Pedney, was also concerned in the affair. It will also be observed, that 
accortling to the statement of Morapunt .Tosco, Bapoo Ghatgay, undoubtedly 
one of the conspirators, served Atmaram Punt for some time in the capacity 
of horsekeeper. Great light is thrown on the whole subject by the evidence 
already mentioned of Narrain Bhutt Sidhe, which was obtained at Dharwar, 
and its therefore distinct from the inquiry at Rutnagheery. 

89. I cannot help adverting to another circumstance connected with the 
case. Mr. Spooner applied to the Government of Goa to seize some of the 
persons concerned who had escaped into the Goa territory, and .the following 
extract from the report of the major commanding the province of Perim is not 
unimportant. “ Bahunbaee Tatta went to Warree many days ago. Bhow 
“ Sing Purdesee, Bapoo Ghatgay, and Gopall Sudjec, to the Ghauts. ’J'hei/ 

“ arc the subjects of the Raja of fiattara; and it is said that they, being informed 
“ they were accused of being the princi[)al leaders in the case now under in- 
” vestigation, regarding the robbery of the Vingorla treasury, escaped te the 
“ Ghauts.” ( I'ide Mr. Spooner’s letters, dated 2Cth and 29th September 1887.) 

90. I am anxious, however, to state clearly, in wdiat sense and to what 
extent, I connect this abortive plot at Pallee with the proceedings of the fate 
Nago Deorao and his associates. I have not the remotest suspicion that any 
of the present authorities at Goa countenanced the Pallee plot; nor is there 
the slightest evidence, nor do I consider it probable, that it obtained any 
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countenance from Sattara. I conceive, however, that the mundullee of Nago, 
or at least the dregs of them, having long been accustomed to ideas of insur* 
rection against the British Government, and indeed having gained their liveli* 
hood by being employed in schemes of that nature, and now deprived of the 
leader who had directed their proceedings, and moreover being distressed for 
the common means of living, were irresistibly tempted, by an occasion which 
promised them abundant wealth, to convert their long cherished schemes of 
ambition into a miserable plan of outrage and plunder. It is not the first time 
that men who have begun by plotting rebellion have ended with becoming _ 
common robbers. Still these transactions are worthy of attention, as illus- ’ 
trating the character of the persons engaged in them, and the nature of those 
intrigues of which they were the immature fruits; but the chief value which I 
attach to the evidence connected with them, is, because of the corroboration 
which it gives to the information obtained at Sattara, of the history of Nago 
Deorao, of the patronage under, which he acted, of the objects which he had 
in view, and of his operations in furtherance of his purpose. 

91. My Colleagues will not fail to observe, that the evidence of Ilurbhut 
llubbcea and Ramchunder Bhut confirms, in several respects, that previously 
obtained at Sattara, respecting Nago Deorao and his proceedings generally. 

1 particularly refer to the circumstances under which he died, and the persons 
who were ])resent with him at the time, his obtaining funds at Sattara and 
constantly maintaining a communication with that place, and his being 
employed by the Raja. 

92. I beg also to refer to the evidence submitted by Mr. Spooner, in a letter 
of the 2d November connected with these proct^edings, of two persons, named 
Ram Naik Petrec and .Juggunauth Lu.ximan Neerookur, with whom Nago re¬ 
sided for sometime during his last stay at Warree. These are evidently, what 
Mr. Spooner considers them, unwilling witnesses; but they confirm several 
circumstances in the history of Nago, and more especially his intercourse 
whilst at Warree with Sattara, his being said to have received some money 
from above the Ghauts, his connexion with Raojec Kotences, and the fact that 
Narrain Bhutt Chittey came to him while at Warree, and after remaining five 
or six days, proceeded to “ Pedney and Araba.” Nor can 1 help noticing, 
that the second witness quite confirms a fact which I thought myself justified 
in asserting on the authority of the oral evidence obtained ^it Sattara, namely, 
that Nago, on his last visit to Warree, was not obliged, in the first instance, by 
illness to remain at that place, but had afterwards bjpen seized with the fatal 
malady. The Neerookur says clearly, that after remaining at Warree twenty or 
twenty-five days, Nago went to a ternplfi at Walowlee in the Warree territory, 
whence he returned to Warree after a stay of fifteen days, and that it w’as 
during his residence at Walowlee that he became afflicted with the dropsy', of 
which he afterwards died. 

93. In his letter of the 11th November last, Mr. Spooner thus abstracts the 
information furnished by the witnesses he had examined regarding Nagc(»Deo- 
rao. The coincidence between this and the information before obtained at 
Sattara will be obvious. Nago Deorao, alias Nana Waeed, took up his resi¬ 
dence in the Goa territory some years ago. In April 18.36, he came to Warree, 
where he died about .luly of the same year. Whilst at Warree he and his 
associates were well provided with money, which they received Irom the Raja 
of Sattara, and from Raojec Kotences of Araba in the Goa territory. After 
his death no further supply of money was received from Sattara, and his asso¬ 
ciates, Balkoba Kelkur, Ram Bhow Waeed, Bapoo Ghatgay, and Bhow Sing 
Purdesee, were in distressed circumstances, and were obliged to part with 
some of their horses and hou.schold goods. These persons, however, remained 
at Warree until August 1837, when they were obliged to abscond, in conse¬ 
quence of their being concerned as leaders of the Pallee Aunt/. We have 
recently ordered all British subjects concerned in the meditated attack on 
Vingorla to be committed for trial, and it is by no metins unlikely that some¬ 
thing more will be elicited, to shew the connection which, I conjecture, 
e.xisted between that design and the intrigues o£ Nago Deorao. 


94. There 
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94. fl'here is stilly however, one other important transaction of the Sattara 
intrigues to be noticed, as having been to some extent confirmed by informa¬ 
tion obtained at Rutnagheery; namely, the mission of Mahdeo Row Sirkey 
to meet the Governor of Goa about'the time of his resigning the Government 
of that place.* This is contained in the report of the Government Vakeel 
at Sawunt Warree, dated 13th December, and forwarded to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans by Mr. Spooner on the 22d December last. In this it is 
stated, that the Sirkey went to Sattara for employment in August or Sep¬ 
tember 1834, and returned in January 1835, and remained at Warree for nine 
months. In August or September 1835 he went to Goa, for the purpose of 
performing ablution in the sacred stream Gomanchui, and returned in eight 
or ten days to Warree; and after two or two months and a half he again 
went to Sattara, and about fifteen months after his arrival he died at that 
place. As remarked by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans in his letter of the 20th of 
January last, the above report made, be it observed, by a person who had no 
knowledge of the object of the reference he was answering, exactly corres¬ 
ponds with some of the particulars of the mission of the Sirkey to Goa, and his 
subsequent return to Warree and Sattara, as deposed to by the witnesses 
examined at the latter place. 

95. On the whole, I entirely agree with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, when 
• he observes, in the 36th paragraph of his report of the 11th November, that 

the evidence obtained at Rutnagheery should not be passed over in silence, 
“ inasmuch as that evidence was obtained in a distant fart of the country, and 
“ without any previous knowledge of the proceedings here (at Sattara), yet still 
“ confirming them in a remarkable manner.” This remark furnishes my reason, 
and I trust my justification, for the attention which, in the present minute, I 
have bestowed on the Rutnagheery evidence, and for the still greater promi¬ 
nence which 1 have given to that obtained at Dharwar. 

(Signed) 11. Grant. 

15th May 1838. 


MINUTE BY MR. JAMES FARISIT, 

, Dated Vilh May 1838. 

1. The difficult situation in which this Government has been placed in this 
inquiry, by the approbation which our course of proceeding at first obtained 
from the Government of India, and the subsequent indication of a change of 
sentiment, and of dissatisfaction that the inquiry was not brought to a speedy 
termination, rendered it of paramount importance to indicate the uniform 
course which has been pursued in the business by this Government. 

2. To do this, the clearest exposition of the result of the investigation was 
necessary, and the exposition now given, not more expanded than the occa¬ 
sion calls for, is amply sufficient. The Acting Resident’s able report, with the 
evidence arranged as he had taken it, and Mr. Willoughby’s convincing sum¬ 
maries of the evidence, as bearing on each point in the case, are valuable; 
but the remarkably complete and connected nature of the evidence, oral and 
documentary, and the singularly striking corroboration of facts elicited from 
one kind of evidence by that which is supplied from another, evidently free 
from all concert or collusion, the whole so ably and lucidly unfolded and ar¬ 
ranged in the Right Honourable the Governor’s minute of the 5th Mdy, car¬ 
ries perfect conviction to my mind of the truth of the main circumstances 
developed by the overwhelming mass of connected, consi.stent, and ,unques- 
tionablc testimony produced; of a nature, also, apparently incapable of being 
controverted. 

3. The 
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3. The main point established is the guilt of the Raja of Sattara of flag¬ 
rant violation of Article V. of the treaty with him, in having continued for a 
long period to maintain treasonable communication witli the Governor of Goa, 
for objects hostile to the British rule. 

4. I need not here enumerate the other points established. I have dili¬ 
gently and carefully gone over the condensed evidence, verifying important 
facts in many instances, and I have felt that my conviction was carried along 
with the Right Honourable the Governor in the deductions drawn by him in 
his minute. 


5. I beg here to record, that on a careful comparison of the signatures on 
the documents A. and B., adverted to in paragraph 219 of that minute, they 
appear to me to correspond with the signature of Don Manoel, subscribed to 
the letters, undoubtedly genuine, addressed by him to the Governor of 
Bombay. 

6. Extravagant as the Raja’s projects have been, the reference to the for¬ 
mer greatness and power of the Portuguese in India* shews how much of 
this has arisen from his ignorance of the altered condition of tliat kingdom in 
Europe. The question under investigation, as has been justly observed, is 
not, however, the reasonableness of his designs, but tlic fact of their having 
been conceived and cherished; and this I consider to have been fully esta-. 
blished by the portion of evidence already examined. 


17th May 1838. 


(Signed) J. Fauisii. 


Minute 

by the Governor, 
18 May 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated \Hth May 1838. 


J. Tn circulating my second minute on the Sattara case, I regret to inform my 
Colleagues, that it is quite impossible to complete the scries I have to submit 
before the 21st instant, the day fixed for the despatch of the Beretiicc. 

2. It is, therefore, with extreme reluctance that I am compeiieu lo deviate 
from my first intentions, and to jjropose that our present report to the Secret 
(’ommittee shall be exclusively confined to the proceedings connected with the 
intrigues at Goa, which are commented on in a complete form in my minutes 
of the 5th and 15th instant. 

3. It is desirable, however, that the Secret Committee should be apprised 
generally of what further proceedings are to follow, in order that they may not 
pass a final decision on the proceedings now to be transmitted. 

4. I have now under preparation a minute, comprising my remarks on the 
Raja of Sattara’s intercourse with Moodhojee Bhonsleh, the cx-Raja of Nag- 
pore. This is in a considerable state of forwardness; and I have no hesitation 
in saying that, by the evidence before me, that intercourse is fully proved, and 
that it was treasonable towards the British Government. 

5. 1 have also to submit a statement, or confession, made by Appa Sahib, 
the Raja’s brother, in which he acknowledges his having (though, as he alleges, 
under the influence of fear) participated in one flagrant act of treason com¬ 
mitted by the Raja. 

G. I shall, after disposing of these cases, submit a final minute, in which I 
shall —* 

1st. Recapitulate, as briefly as possible, the various intrigues which I 
conceive proved against the Raja. 

, 2d. Point 


* ride No. 34 of list E. 
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2d. Point out, and this I can do most satisfactorily, the real key to the 
Raja’s conduct. 

3d. Submit my opinion as to how this important case should be finally 
disposed of. 

7. I need not assure my Colleagues, that no exertion will be wanting on my 
part to bring my labours to a close, and I propose that a sailing vessel shall 
be dispatched from hence to the Red Sea as soon as our proceedings are com¬ 
pleted. Although I deeply regret this unavoidable delay, still it will be 
attended with one great advantage: the opinions of my Colleagues will accom¬ 
pany our final despatch. 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Minute 

by the Governoi 
18 May 18.88. 


18th May 1838. 


(Signed) R. Gkant. 


MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, Minute by 

Mr. James Faria! 

Bated 1 Qlli May 1 838. 18 May 1838. 

1. This complete review of the Dharwar and Rutaaghecry evidence adds 
many points of remarkable corroboration to the clear and incontrovertible 
chain of proofs afforded in the documents and testimony summed up in the 
Right Hoii. the Governor’s first minute, and opens out further and more overt 
acts of hostility on the part of the Raja. 

2. I quite concur in the further inquiries suggested in the 33d and other 
paragraphs. The Government of India could never, knowing the facts, direct 
otherwi.se than that every really important branch of this inquiry should be 
traced out. 

3. Upon the 37th paragraph it occurs to me to suggest, that if Mr. Dunlop 
should obtain information in which he could place complete confidence, of the 
place where cither the thylee or treaty are, he should be authorized, if he judges 
it the best course, to seize them by either civil or military power. By the last, 
how’ever, only in an extreme case. 

4. The circumstances are such as, I submit, must be held to supersede all 
privileges of a Sirdar. 

5. The reference to Scindia’s being connected with these proceedings, in 
connection with so many other parts of the plan, all of which are established 
as far as the inquiry has gone, give remarkable weight and importance to this 
implication. 

6. In regard to Nago Waeed’s proceedings for raising levies to attack Vin- 
gorla, Malwan, &c., and advancing bounty to men engaged; may not this 
account for the disposal of part of 8,000 rupees advanced under the plea of 
bearing the expenses of an agent to accompany Don Manoel ? 

7. Under the information derived from this inquiry, the large body of fol¬ 
lowers which the Raja of Colapore has been permitted to take with him on hi* 
pilgrimage should be closely watched, and there is additional ground for ob¬ 
jecting to his augmenting their numbers. Indeed, on the first suspicion of any 
sinister object, Mr. Dunlop should be prepared to require him to disbanil all 
but his personal retinue and safeguard. 

(Signed) J. Fahisii. 

19th May 1838. 
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MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON. 

Dated 2\st May 1838. 

I. I have given that attention to the evidence, both oral and documentary, 
here presented, which the great importance of the subject demands. I have 
perused with equal attention the elaborate minute of the Right Hon. the 
Governor, and I can come to no other conclusion than that it is established 
against the Raja, that he has, for a series of years, carried on and been con¬ 
cerned in a treasonable correspondence with the late Governor of Goa; trea¬ 
sonable, in having for its object the ultimate subversion of the British autho- 
thority, and treasonable, as being in direct infringement of the treaty of alliance, 
and to the peculiar obligation under which the Raja lies to the British 
Government. 


2. I do not propose, at the present moment, to take a minute view of the 
evidence, and to show, in detail, how it brings out the case (that is, in fact, 
done, in a manner, perhaps, to leave nothing to be done, by the Right Hon. 
the Governor); but I shall have an opportunity of doing this, if it seems 
necessary, when the whole case of these fatal proceedings on the part of the 
Raja are before the Bojrd. 

3. For the present I will briefly say, that I think it conclusively established 
that Nago Dcorao was the agent of the Raja; that it was through him the 
trejisonable negotiations were carricid on; that the Raja authorized, and made 
himself responsible for, these negotiations; that he was cognizant of their 
wild and hostile nature; and that he advanced money to this and other agents 
employed. 

4. The secret and hasty visit to Sattara of the Portuguc.se Doctor Hercu- 
.lano; the evidence gained from the books of the banker Teejeeram, made 
stronger to my mind by the denials of Rowlojee Naik; the confirmation of 
Herculano’s connection with the agency, found on the seizure of his papers in 
the person of Raojee Kotenees at Bombay ; the papers found after tlie death 
of Nago Deorao as having belonged to him, and in particular the paper con¬ 
taining his dying re(iuests to the Raja; the irregular mode in which the wliole 
evidence has been obtained, being the evidence of persons found and brought 
from different and distant parts of the country, together with the kind of key 
to great part of it given by thcDcwan Govind Row, shewing the utter impossi¬ 
bility of collu.sion ; are some of the chief points, independent of the evidence 
in the several depo.sitions, that carry conviction to iiiy mind of the story being 
a true story, and though singularly improbable, there are circumstances which 
it is evident in the character, the feelings, and even the position of the Raja, 
which will account for it. These circumstances will, of course, be fully de¬ 
veloped by the Board at the conclusion of its view of the.se proceedings. For 
the present 1 will only observe, that nothing in the character of the Raja 
appears to me more remarkable, as coining out of this case now before the 
Board, than the long and successful deception he has practised to those oflicers 
who have been accredited tg his court, and who have generally terminated their 
official connections w'ith it with praise of his virtues and conduct as a prince, 
and their persuasion of his faithfulness and sense of obligation to the British 
Government. 

5th. 1 record, that I have compared the signature of Don Manoel, the late 
Governor of Goa, to the letters a and b, found among the papers of Nago 
Deorao, with the signature of Don Manoel to the letters he has sent to this 
Government, and I think the signatures to be the signatures of one and the same 
person. 

(Signed) («. W. Andeusov. 

:Ms.t May 1838. 
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MINUTE BY MR. G.W. ANDERSON. 


Dated 22r/ May 1838. 

The evidence of Narrain Bhutt Sidhc obtained at Dharwar, and under 
circumstances of ignorance as to what had been deposed to by the witnesses 
at Sattara, is certainly a very remarkable confirmation of the evidence given 
by those witnesses. 

In other respects, the evidence obtained, either by Mr. Dunlop at Dharwar 
or Mr. Spooner at Ilutnagheery, though in some respects corroborative, does 
not materially implicate the Raja of Sattara. It affords room for suspicion 
and for inference, but it is not direct to that Prince. It shews intrigue, 
mystery, and a kind of rumour or persuasion that there was a plot going on 
hostile to the British Government, in which it was considered, as a thing 
almoi)j|^ of notoriety, that the llaja was concerned. If this were all against 
his Highness, of course the subject would scarcely occupy the attention of the 
Board for a moment. 

1 concur in the further proceedings to be called for from Mr. Dunlop ; and 
1 think, with Mr. Parish, that a more effectual means than the temporary 
sequestration of the Swatnee's villages should be adopted, to gain the impor¬ 
tant papers stated to be in his treasury. If Mr. Dunlop has information that 
he can n;ly upon, of the papers being really of the character he supposes, and 
that the papers are to be obtained, 1 think he shoulfi be authorized to obtain 
llicm by force," if they cannot be otherwise obtained. If Mr. Dunlop deter¬ 
mines upon tins course, he should proceed either himself to tlie place, or 
depute one of his assistants to conduct the proceeding. 

The witness Narrain Bhutt, vvith the persons he refers to as cognizant of the 
papers being in the treasury, should be culled upon to attend at tlie time. 

I abstain from minutely commenting upon the evidence, as it might be 
thought unnecessarily lending to swell out these already voluminous proceed¬ 
ings; whatever is jirominent in the evidence, at the same time, has in fact 
been brought out by the Right Honourable the Governor. 

I do not know what is the course the Right Honourable the Governor 
yiroposes should be finally pursued; but I think that, if a final decision or 
final report is made to the Honourdble Court, that it will be just that the 
Raja should have an ojiportunity of affording an explanation of what is con¬ 
sidered to be established against his Highness. 

For this end, I think, the various facts found, shewing the Raja to have 
lieen implicated in intrigues and conspiracies, having for their end the subver- 
•sion of the British authority,- should be succinctly stated to his Highness, and 
tliat his liighnciBs should be informed that Government is -very willing to 
receive any explanatory refutation of these facts which his Highness may be 
jilca-sed to afford. 

After this, 1 think, the proceedings will be ripe for the report of the BoartI 
and the decision of the Honourable Court. 


22d Mav 1838. 


(Signed) G. W. Anm 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 24fA May 1838. 

1. In pursuance of the intention expressed in my minute of the 18th instant, 
1 have now to ofl'er some remarks on the intercourse which is alleged to have 
taken place between the Raja of Sattara with Moodhojee Bhonsleh, commonly 
ealled Apjia Sahib, the ex-Raja of Nagpore, who has for some years past been 
residing as a stale prisoner at .Toudpore. 

2. The first mention of tfiis intercourse will be found in the evidence re¬ 
corded bv the Sattara Commission, on the tenth day of their proceedings. 

For 
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For reasons then mentioned, the name of the informant is not disclosed by 
the Commissioners; but, as there is now no longer any cause for conceal¬ 
ment, 1 may mention that the person alluded to is Ballajee Punt Nuttoo. It 
is well known, that this individual was Native agent to Mr. Elphinstone 
during the transactions which ended in the downfall of the Peishwa. Captain 
(Jrant Duff pays a merited tribute to his ‘.‘vigilance, vigour, fidelity, and 
“ firmness, at that trying periodand observes, that he “ proved himself 
“ well entitled to the munificent reward which was conferred upon him.” 
Ballajee Punt Nattoo was at one time in the favour, if not in the confidence, 
of the Sattara Raja, although now hated and vilified by that I’rince and his 
associates. No man can be better qualified to cope with the crooked politics 
of a Mahratta Durbar; and being already in affluence, it docs not appear that 
he has any motive for the part which he has taken in the recent inquiries at 
Sattara, other than that which he professes, his fidelity to the power to 
whom he owes his fortunes. 

.3. Before the Commission he deposed as follows; “ Within the last twelve 
“ months it has come to my knowledge, that his Highness has entered into 
“ communications with Moodhojee Bhonsleh, the ex-Raja of Nagpore, now at 
“ Joudpore; with Hyderabad, with Oodepore, and, 1 have heard, with Nag- 
“ pore. He likewise communicated frequently with Goa. His object appears 
“ to be to enlarge his dominions, to expel the English, a.nd to raise disturb- 
“ ances. .The Raja’s own brother, Appa Sahib, informed me yesterday, that 
“ three days ago his Hfghiicss burnt a letter which he had received from 
“ Moodhojee Bhonsleh. This letter, and another to Balia Sahib Senaputty, 
“ were brought by Sewannud Shastry, who was twice deputed to Joudpore 
“ under different pretexts.” The Commissioners observe on this deponent: 
“ We do not place implicit confidence on this information, because it was 
“ obtained from the Raja’s brother, who, although ostensibly on friendly 
“ terms, is believed to be at enmity with him.” But they suggest that, with 
a view to further inquiry, it might be communicated to the political authority 
at Ajmere. 

4. The intimations conveyed in the preceding extracts of evidence, have 
been followed out by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovahs, with the address and activity 
which he has shewn throughout the inquiry; and the result has been, the 
collecting a mass of information, which, though not equal, cither in magyitude 
or importance, to that respecting the Goa intrigue, is yet sufficient, in both 
respects, to fix the most serious criminality on the Raja of Sattara. 1 will 
give, in the sequel, the substance of the evidence alluded to ; but 1 think it 
necessary, in the first place, to exhibit a short and clear view of its purport 
and efl'ect. It may be ranged under three heads ; the first two relating to 
the oral, and the third to the documentary evidence: and the description of 
the two former will, in fact, amount to a brief history of the whole intrigue. 

5. The first division of the oral evidence relates to communications carried 
on by the Raja of Sattara with the Bhonsleh, or ex-Raja of Nagpore, through 
the medium of Elojec Mohitch, or rather of messengers passing between 
Elojee Mohiteh and the ex-Raja. 

G. Elojee Mohiteh is the brother of Dinkur Rqw Mohiteh, an officer high 
in the service, favour, and confidence of the Sattara Raja. Elojec Mohiteh 
is also the brother-in-law of the Bhonsleh, the latter having married his sister, 
and is proved to have been in correspondence with that i>erson for several 
years past. It would seem that this correspondence has not been purely com¬ 
plimentary, but has related to some family disputes among the Mohitehs 
respecting property, and that, at the request of Elojee, the Bhonsleh has 
interfceded on Jiis behalf, both with his brother Dinkur Row, his mother, and 
also with the Raja of Sattara. 

7. Thus far, there is no ground for casting any particular blame or sus¬ 
picion on the Raja; excepting that the great reliance which Elojee seems 
to have placed on the mediation of the Bhonsleh w.ith his Highness, is hardly 
explicable, considering that the Bhonsleh had no particular connection with 
the Rajaj and was a state prisoner for life, except on the supposition that there 

were 
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were peculiar circumstances, which gave that mediation a weight beyond 
what it would naturally have carried. That there were such circumstances, 
and what they were, appears from the evidence. The Raja availed himself of 
the interchange of messages between Elojee and the Bhonslch, to call 
on the Idtter to embark in the schemes of hostility against the British 
power in which his Highness was engaged. In what way this was to be done 
is^ot explained. It is to be recollected, however, that the Bhonsleh was, 
ana is, in the custody of a Native prince, whose own fidelity has not always 
been very secure. Escape might not be beyond his reach, if a fit bait could 
be found to reconcile him to the risks of the attempt; and supposing the 
Mahrattas engaged in a general conflict for the recovery of their former power, 
it cannot be doubted that the re-ai)pcarance of the Bhonsleh on the scene 
where he and his ancestors had formerly borne sway, would tend to aid their 
cause and to embarrass their opponents. 

8. I will now state, in their order and with their dates, as nearly as can be 
ascertained, the several instances in which communications passed between 
the Raja and ex-R.aja, through the channel of messengers sent from and to 
Elojee Mohiteh, and also such intimations as the evidence supplies of the 
nature of these communications. 

9. About January 18:i2 Elojee, Dinkur Row, and their mother, having 
received certain letters from the Bhonsleh by the hands of one Seoram, and 
tliese letters having been shewn to the Raja, his Highness desirefl Elojee to 
send his own servant with Seoram on his return to .Toudporc, in onler to 
ascertain whether the Bhonsleh had really written these letters. Elojee 
accordingly, at this time, sent his servant, Kodarce Maina, together with 
Seoram. There is no evidence that Kedarec carried, on this occasion, any 
message fiom the Raja to the ex-ruler of Nagjwre. 

10. About .Tamiary 1833 Kedarec returned, and with him a servant of the 
ex-Raja’s, called Bhudoo or Biiudia, who brought from-the ex-Raja letters 
for the Raja, for the Senaputtee, for Dinkur Row Mohiteh, for Elojee 
Mohiteh, and for their mother, respectively. The.se letters, however, of which 
more will be .said hereafter, contained nothing treasonable. In that which 
was addressed to the Senaputtee, the complimentary title of “ Sahib ” having 
been omitted, the Senaputtee did not choose to return an answer. 

11. About August 1833, Bhudia left Sattara on his return to .Toudporc, and 
wi’.s accompanied by Wittoo Rateykur, a servant of Elojee, On tiiis occa¬ 
sion the Raja, as Elojee states, personally sent by Bhudia a message to the 
ex-Raja, desiring him to make preparations to join him in a war against the 
English. 

12. About August 1834, Wittoo Pateykur returned to Sattara, accompa¬ 
nied by a domestic of the ex-Raja’s, entitled by the witnesses the Borneykur. 
This pcr.son delivered to the Raja a sealed letter from his master, touching 
the shares of the property in dispute between the Mohitehs. In it was en¬ 
closed a small note, in the handwriting of the e.x-Raja himself, which is 
said by Elojee to have dissuaded the Raja from going to war. 

13. About November 1835, Elojee again dispatched to Joudpore the two 
domestics, Wittoo and Kodarce, accompanied by a Carcoon named Krushna 
Rao Digumber. The latter was charged with a verbal message from the Raja 
to the Bhonsleh, stating that, until the appointed time, two years, or two years 
and a half, still remained, and desiring the Bhonsleh to collect troops, which 
would also be done on the part of the Raja. Wittoo and Kedaree remained 
at Joudpore three or four months, and were admitted to the presence of the 
Bhonsleh. The Carcoon appears to have taken .service with fliat person, for 
he remained with him after the two others departed. 

14. In July-August 1836, Wittoo and Kedaree returned to Sattara, bring¬ 
ing w'ith them a mcs.senger from the ex-Raja named Bhikoo. They brought 
letters also; and, among others, one for the Raja. , Elojee says, that all the 
three messengers were introduced into the Raja’s presence; but Wittoo and 
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Kedarce both say, that Bhikoo was not of the party. The letters were de¬ 
livered ; and Elojee says, that the letter for the Raja contained, as in the 
former instance, a note in the handwriting of the ex-Raja, in which he again 
warned the Raja against the warlike schemes to which he was surrendering 
himself, and stated, that he himself liad meditated schemes of the same nature, 
and had communicated with many chiefs and rajas, but found none that would 
support him. 

15. Kedarce says, lliat the ex-Raja had given him a verbal message to de¬ 
liver to the Raja, and that he delivered it accordingly. Tliis message, as he 
states its purport, was exactly to the same effect as the note of which Elo¬ 
jee speaks. Elojee also very distinctly states, that Kedaree delivered such 
a message; but there is some little confusion in his account of it; for he would 
seem to refer this fact of the verbal message to the first return of Kedaree from 
.Toudpore, which was about .lanuary 1833, and he .says that, in Kedaree’s se¬ 
cond return, no-verbal message was delivered. It is however singular, that 
the message he puts into Kedaree’s mouth evidently could not have been de¬ 
livered on the first occasion, but only on the second. It purports to be an 
answer to the message which the Raja sent “ by Bhudia.” Now, the first 
visit which Bhudia f)aid to Sattara was in company with Kedaree, when the 
latter was returning the first time from .loudpore. It was after this, as four 
witnesses tell us, that Bhudia went from Sattara to Joiidpore ; and, of course, 
whatever message he took to the Bhonsleh, no answer could have been sent to 
it by the mouth of Kedaree, until the return of the-latter from his second visit 
to that place. 

1(5. At the same time with the letters Bhikoo brought, as pre.scnts from 
the ex-Raja, four pairs of Ilindoostanee shoes for the three Mohiteh brothers 
and their nephew ; also two buttces, or turbans, of a half-breadth'•woven, for 
the latter; and two jiairs of shoes for the family of the Mareeks, of whom 
something will be said presently. It is stated by A])pajee Jhadow, a servant 
of Ellojee, that presents of shoes were also brouglit for the Raja and his 
brother. 

17. It was about a month after, the arrival of Wittoo, Kedaree, and Bhikoo, 
at Sattara, that Goviiid Row Uewan was seized and conveyed to Poona. In 
consec|uencc of the alarm occasioned by this event, Elojee burned all the 
letters in his possession which he had received from the Bhonsleh, and also 
cutting the shoes and turbans in pieces, threw the fragments at night into 
a well. He states, that he did this by desire of the Raja, whd said to him, 
'• 1 will make your mother give your property to you, but destroy all the 

letters.” 

18. Under the influenee of the .same alarm, Bhikoo was concealed for eight 
days in the village of Gaway near Sattara, and was afterwards, by desire, as 
Elojee says, of the Raja, sent away to Joudpore, having first been presented 
with a turban and twenty rupees. Appajee Jhadow states, that on the same 
occasion Dinkur Row Mohiteh, in his |)resencc, swore the two domestics, Wit¬ 
too and Kedaree, on the waters of the Krushna and Bellbhunder, that they 
would be silent respecting the matter of Joudpore. 

19. Such were the communications of the Raja with the ex-Raja, through 
the medium of Elojee Mohiteh. I now come to a second division of the 
oral evidence relating to similar communications through a different channel. 

20. Some time in 1834, the Raja is stated to have expressed to Abba 
Sahib Rajey Mareek, a wish to know, through some independent channel, 
whether the statements made by Elojee or his servants, as to the communi- 
catioiTs held v^th .Toudpore, were true or otherwise. Abba Sahib Mareek 
is the eldest son of Bhanjee Mareek of Sattara. The Brahmin Antajee, ex¬ 
amined by the Sattara Commission, I think, .spoke of him as related to the 
Raja. I do not see this stated in the evidence before us ; but it abundantly 
appears that he was high in the confidence of his Highness. This person, it 
will be recollected, was proved by others, and admitted by himself, to have 
been present at one of the interviews between Govind Row Dewan and the 
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Soobadars of the 23d regiment. On receiving this intimation from the Raja, 
Abba Mareek sent his own- servant Wittoo Rajamia (a distinct person, it is to 
be observed, from tlie Wittoo before mentioned) to Joudporc, to ascertain 
from the ex-Raja personally the fact required. This Wittoo states, that he 
saw the ex-Raja, received from him satisfactory assurances as to the truth of 
Elojee, besides some money to defray his expenses, and returned to Sattara 
in. March 1835, accompanied by Hurry, a person in the service of the 
Bhonsleh. 

21. The Mareek on this occasion introduced Hurry to the Raja in an 
upper chamber of the palace, late in the evening. Hurry then delivered a 
letter from his master, which is said to have been only complimentary, and 
which, after having been opened and read, was, at the Raja’s desire, Iturned 
in the flame of the candle. It being intended that Hurry should return to 
Joudpore immediately, the Raja charged him with a verbal message to the 
Bhonsleh. It was to this cflect: “ The Roos (Russians) are coming by way 
“ of Roum (Constantinople), and if Ap|>a Sahib (the Bhonsleh) lias any inter- 
“ est with the Romewalla (the Turks) let him exert it. to procure from the 
“ Romewalla a free passage; for which purpose he may also mention our 
" name.” 

22. The departure of Hurry having been delayed for two or three months 
by illness, he was, on the eve of it, again introduced to the Raja, who re¬ 
peated his message for the Bhonsleh nearly in the same words as before ; ad¬ 
ding, as Hurry was in the act of quitting the apartment, “ Tell Madhowjee 
“ not to write me any letter.” Next day Hurry received from the Raja, 
through Dinkur Row, one hundred rupees for his expenses. 

23. Hurry, was accompanied back from .loudpore by two persons on the 
part of Abba Mareek, Purshotum a Carcoon, and Hybuttee a slave, and also 
liy Babajce Myhput, a friend of Purshotum. The Mareek gave them 
funds for the journey, and mounted Hurry and Purshotum on tuttoos. On 
this occasion tliey carried with them, for the Bhonsleh, a sword concealed in a 
musical instrument, called a becua. This sword, it seems, had I’ormcrly been 
in the armoury of (’hundrapoor, which belonged to the Rajas of Nagpore, and 
having been taken thence by jiillagc in the war, was bought by Abba Ma- 
reck, or rather by his father, Bhanjec Mareek. The Bhonsleh having heard of 
this sword through some of lilojee's ])eople was desirous of possessing it; 
and Abba Mareek, having first consulted the Raja, who said that it should 
be .sent to the Bhonsleh, sent it accordingly. 

24. ‘ Another, and a very singular circumstance connected with this mission 
should be stated. Govind Row Hewan privately desired the Carcoon Pursho¬ 
tum, on his departure, to ])rocure from the Bhonsleh an advance of twenty or 
twenty-five lacs of rupees, stating, that it was to enable the Goa troops to cap¬ 
ture Nagpore and replace the Bhoifsleh on his lost gadee. 

25. 'I’he evidence taken by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans does not say whether 
or not the message thus sent by the Dewan was sent by him on his own part, or 
as the mouth-piece of his master, the Raja of Sattara; but, from the evidence 
taken by Mr. Mutt at Ahinednugger, it would appear that, whoever delivered 
the message, the Raja was its real author. Nothing, in fact, is more evident, 
as 1 shall hereafter more fully remark, than that such a message, if it went, 
proceeded from his Highness. 

2(5. Purshotum and his party reached Joudi)ore, paid a visit to the c.v-Raja, 
and afterwards .sent him the sw'ord. They afterwards took up their quarters 
within the precincts of a temple on the verge of which the ex-Raja resided, 
remained there three months, during which they visited freeivently and were 
fed at his expense. Purshotum was daily admitted to secret conferences 
with the ex-Raja ; but what passed at tho.se he has not particularly disclosed. 
He states, how'ever, the answer given by the Bhonsleh to the'messages of the 
Sattara Raja and Govind Row Dewan. To the former he replied, that the 
Romewalla and Rooswalla (Turks and Russian.s) were now friends; to the 
latter, that he had no means of raising two lacs of rupees, but he would try 
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if he could effect it by the aid of tlie Raja of Joudporc. Whether this was 
spoken sincerely or evasively I do not know, but should be apt to suspect the 
latter. “ I will dismiss you to-day; I will do so to-morrow:” so, observes 
Purshotum, he was in the habit of saying. 

27. They at length quitted Joudporc in .Tnne-July, with the exception 
of Hurry, who remained with the cx-Raja. Purshotum and his two compa¬ 
nions having received from the Rhonsleh presents of turbans and clothes, also 
eighty or a hundred rupees for their expenses, and a marc, proceeded to the 
encampment of Scindia at Gwalior. The Agra Government, who have caused 
some inquiries to be made at Joudporc, state that the mare was a present to 
the Raja of Sattara. It is remarkable, that out of five witnesses examined 
by Colonel Ovans, who mention the animal as having been given by the 
Blion-sleh, not one states for whom the gift was intended. .My conjecture 
would be, tliat this was left in a sort of obscurity, tlie present being, perhaps, 
nominally m:ide to the Raja, but the purpose being that his Highness should 
iraiKsfer it to the per.son who had presented the ex-llaja with the sword. 

28. Purshotum and his party were accompanied to Seindia’s camp by two’ 
persons in the service of the ex- Raja, and were eliarged witli letters to difierent 
persons in the camp. 'I'he incidents of the Journey are stated by the |Jarty 
with considerable mimitevtess, but they do not explain the object or contents 
of the letters to the Court, with which they were charged. For any thing that 
they state, these were only complimentary addresses, or related to attempts 
making by the ex-Raja to obtain from the Supreme Government some re¬ 
laxation of the terms of his captivity ; but 1 cannot help agreciug with 
Colonel Ovans, that this part of the case is, as yet, involved in a good deal t)f 
mystery. 

25). At Gwalior exaggerated or distorted rumours readied them of the seizure 
of Govind Row. It would appear that they luuUu'stood the Raja himself to 
have been placed in custody; but afterwards, in their way from the camp, or 
even before they left it, as one witness states, tliey learned who wiis the |)erson 
really apprehended. It is .said that, alarmed at tliis intelligenee, they returned 
to Sattara in the disgui.se of Ryrajees, and tliat Purshotum eoneealed hiurself 
in the village of Savay, and the Rralmiin went to his own village of Nimey^. 
The parties themselves say nothing about their having been disguised or of 
their having ever tried to conceal themselves; but they admit that the Rralmiin 
went to jNuney, and Purshotum to Savay, where the latter states that he liad 
some rent to collect on the part of Abba MareeU. 

30. The above is the substance of what the evidence, tells us of the commu¬ 
nications with the Rhonsleh through Abba Mareek ; and all that I shall further 
remark in this place is, that the visit of Purshotum to Joudporc fell In with 
that of Wittoo Kedaree and Khrishnarao, when deputed by Elojee Mohiteh, 
to the same ydaec. The jiarty of Purshotum arrived there a few days later 
than the other, and departed some weeks earlier. At this point, therefore, 
the two lines of communication coincide; and as the general lact of these two 
visits having taken place, and of both yiarlies having remained some two or 
three months at Joudporc, is attested by three out of the four iiersons who 
compo.sed the party of Purshotum, and by two out of the three who consti¬ 
tuted that of Wittoo and Kedaree, who have been examined, besides the two 
principals, Abba Mareck and Elojee, who speak from the information of 
their servants, and besides also other witnesses, who speak to circumstances 
connected with one or other of the two missions, that fact stands on a basis of 
evidence not to be shaken. 

31. The third, or documentary, division of the evidence relating to this case 
is of no great extent, nor, except collaterally, of remarkable importance. It 
consists of four letters from the ex-Raja of Nagpore to the Ra ja and other 
persons at Sattara, my remarks on which I will for the present defer. I now 
proceed to abstract the evidence in the ca.se, a.s nearly as pos.sible in the order 
in which it was taken by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans ; and, after the narrative 

which 
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which I have given, I should hope that the abstract will be followed without 
any confusion or difficulty. 

32. In consequence of the statement of Ballajce Punt Natoo, as stated in 
the 3d paragraph of this minute, and of other information conveyed to Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Ovans, it was thought proper to suggest to the Agra Govern¬ 
ment the expediency of making some inquiries at Joudpore. Witli this view 
they were, on the 19th December 183G, furnished witli the information first 
above-mentioned; and on the 5th .January 1837, they were advised that a 
Carcoon, named Purshotum, who had come to Sattara from Moodhojee Hlion- 
sleh, had ruturned with a sword which had formerly belonged to the ex-Raja, 
and which liad been in the possession of Bhanjee Mareek since the war of 
Nagporc. They were also informed that another Carcoon, named Raojee, 
supjrosed to have been deputed by the Raja of Sattara, was believed to be 
then at Nagpore with Moodhojee Bhonsleh. 

33. On the receipt of the above communications inquiries w'^crc instituted 
by the Government of Agra, and the result was communicated to us in Mr. 
Officiating Secretary Scott’s letter of the 8th April 1837. It enclosed a state¬ 
ment, dated tlie 27th February 1837, from the news-writer stationed at .Jo.ud- 
porc to this elfcct, that Raojee’s proper name wasDewan Kishen Rao, a 
“ higlily respectable man, who had come from Sattara about a year before, 
“ and resided in the fort as the agent and vakeel of Appa Sahib (the Bhonsleh); 
“ that in the month of Assar last Purshotum had arrived from Sattara with 
“ a sword, some pieces of clotli, and some letters, said to have been given by 
“ the Raja of that place, with whom he had had an interview through the 
“ interest of Appa Sahil)’s brother-in-law ; that his expenses had been ])aid by 
“ Ap|)a Sahib, who had charged liiin likewise witli a bay marc to the Raja. 
“ II' (as is justlj' observed by Mr. Scott) it can be ascertained that the marc 
“ alluded to has been sent, and that Appa Sahib has a brother-in-law in Sat- 
“ tara, the information may not be incorrect.” We have already seen that 
Elojee Mohitch is related, as above, to the ex-Raja, and that Purshotum 
was ehargeti with a mare sent as a present from the iihonsleh. The informa- 

^tion, tlu refore, elicited at .Joudpore corroborates that obtained from BalJajee 
*Puiit Natoo; and were it not for the positive injunctions imposed on us by 
the Government of India, 1 should be much disposed to transmit the additional 
evidence since obtaineil at Sattara, to the Government of Agra, in order that 
further inquiries might be instituted at .Joudpore. 

34. On the 13th .Tune 1837 Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans was instructed to 
endeavour to trace out Purshotum, and to ascertain if the sword, clothes, and 
letters had been sent to Joudpore, and whether a mure had been sent, in 
return, to the Raja of Sattara. In reply, on the 3d July, the Acting Resident 
stated it to be rt'iiorted, -that, about eighteen months before, a Purdcsee, 
whose name was then unknown, had come to Sattara from .Joudpore on the 
part of Ajipa Sahib, and that he brought a letter to the Raja; that he 
remained at Sattara four months, residing with the Marccks, and was then 
sent back with Purshotum and two servants in charge of a sword, which had 
belonged to the ex-Raja of Nagpore, and which was concealed in a htciui, or 
musical instrument. These persons, it was said, had proceeded to .Joudpore, 
and haying delivered the sword went to Scindia’s camp, and there hearing of 
the seizure of Govind Row Dewan, returned in disguise as Gosayncs with a 
mare and tattoo. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans therefore recommended that 
Bhanjee Mareek, his two sons, Abba Mareek, and Appa Mareek Purshotum, 
and tile two servants who went with him to .Joudpore, should be seized ; but, 
before he could receive our answer, he rejiorted that, having learned that l*ur- 
shotum was about to leave Sattara, he had, in anticipation of our sanction, 
secured all the persons named, except one of the servants. 

35. On the 22d July their examinations were forwarded, and from the plan¬ 
ner in which their evidence was obtained, not as a free-will oflering to the 
cause of truth but from the force of circumstances beyond their control, 
coupled with the fact, that if any bias existed, it would lean towards the 
Raja, with whom the leading parties were connected, and who had the amplest 
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means of influencing them all, I conceive this testimony to he entitled to great 
credit. 

3(5. Krustnajee Chintamon Agasee states: “ A Purdesee, who had come to 
“ Sattara from Joudpore with Purshotum Punt, a Carcoon of the Mareeks, 

Pabajee Mhyepunt Brahmin, and a Sepoy, were sent by Abba Mareek to 
“ Joudpore ; they went under the pretext of visiting Piirshotum’s brother at 
“ Baroda. This was in December, or January 1835-36. In November or 
“ December 1836 they returned disguised as Byragees, and Purshotum rc- 
“ mained concealed two or three months at Savay. A sword was taken, for 
‘ ‘ the purpose of being given to Appa Sahib.” 

37. Babjee Mypunt Row states: “ Purshotum asked me lo go wiin nim to 
“ Baroda, and 1 agreed: IJybuttee Sew, and a Purdesee named Ilurree, who 
“ had come from .ioudpore, went with us. Purshotum had a Acewa. On our 
“ arrival Hurry Purdesee went to Appa Sahib, and Purshotum daily visited 
“ him, and I went occasionally, but was not present during the conferences 
“ and secret consultations between Purshotum and A])pa Sahib. Two or 
“ three days after our arrival a sword was taken out and sent to Appa Sahib. 

“ The C’arbarees of Appa Sahib arc Amrut Row and Kri.shna Row. From 
“ Joudpore we went to Scindia’s camp, and Appa Sahib gave us one hundred 
“ rupees and a mare. On our return we were robbed, and the papers and 
“ packets which Appa Sahib gave us were lost.” The witness gives a par¬ 
ticular account of the cx-Raja’s appearance. lie further says, “ When we 
“ were at Joudpore, Kri.shna Rao Raojee, Kedaree Mameca, and M'itioo 
“ Pateykur, belonging to Elojee Mohitch, were at that place, having'arrived 
“ before us. We heard of Govind Row’s sei/.ure while we were in tlje Gwalior 
“ camp.” 

38. llybuttee Palkur, the Sepoy, states : “ I have been a slave for twentj^ 

“ years in the Mareek family. About twenty-one months ago Hurry 
“ Purde.see arrived at Sattara from .Toudpore on the part of A])pa Sahib, and 
“ when he returned I was directed to accompany Purshotum and Babjee. 

“ Wc had a /icena containing a sword, which was given to Appa Sahib on our«‘ 
“ arrival. AV'e remained four months, Ajjpa Sahib providing for our expenses.' 
“ On dismissing us he gave pugrees and shelas and money. Hurry remained 
“ at Joudpore, and always lives with Appa Sahib. We proeeedtsl to Gwalior, 

“ taking a mare which Appa Sahib had given. On the way back we were 
“ jobbed. We had no letteisor jjajjcrs. Purshotum, when at Joudpore, used 

constantly to visit Appa Sahib, f.saw the three persons of Elojee Mohileh, 

“ alluded to by the last witness, while at Joud[)ore.” 

3!). Abba Mareek states : “About two years ago Hurry came fiom Joud- 
“ pore and resided with my family : he said he Came from Ajjpa Sahib. / 

“ iiitroduvcd him to the Jtaja of Sattara, and Hurry said that Appa Sahib was 
“ well, and that negotiations were going on at Calcutta, and that an ariange- 
“ ment would soon be effected. Hurry, falling sick, remained two or three 
“ months, and when about to return he was again introduced to the Raja, 

“ who scut a message, saying, ‘ You (Appa Sahib lihomleh) and we arc ei/ual/p 
“ ‘ afi/icted or oppressed: our attention is towards yon, and your attention should he 
“ ‘ towards ns.’ Hurry saw a swoid, which I had got fioin the plunder of the 
“ armoury of Chundrapoor during the war : he .said it belonged to Appa 
“ Sahib, and it would please him if I sent it. It was scut concealed in a 
“ heena. Purshotum Carcoon and Hybuttee accompanied Hurry to Joudpore, 

“ and returned in a year. Purshotum infoiined me that he had a message 
“ from Appa Sahib lo the Raja, and that he had given him money for his 
“ expenses and a mare. The mcs.sage related to Appa Sahib’s negotiations 
“ at Calcutta, and he communicated it to the Raja. When Hurry first met 
“ the Raja, he informed him Appa Sahib’s attention was directed towards 
“ him. On the sccojul occasion the Raja gave IJ^rry one hundred rujjees 
“ for exfjenses, and said, ‘ Deliver our message to Appa Sahib ; our attention 
“ ‘ has already been Ujwards him, his should be towards us. In two or three 
“ ‘years every thirty- will he as desired, lly the mouth of FAojee Alohileh's 

“ ‘ people, 
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“ * people, who come to him, all matters arc made known to him.* Dinkur Row 
“ and deponent were present when the Raja thus spoke.” 

40. “ For nine years,” the witness said, “ communications with Appa Sahib 
" have been goiii" on through Elojee’s people, and the. Raja directed me to 
“ send a man to ascertain whether they really went. On this 1 sent my man, 
“ Wittoo Begania, to .loudpore, who met Appa Sahib, and came back to 
“ Sattara, accompanied by Hurry. From Wittoo 1 learned tliat Elojec’s 
“ people tlid proceed to .loudpore. Hurry In'onght a. letter from Appa Sahib to 
"the AlaharaJ, which was delivered in my presence by Hurry. Dinkur Row was 
“ present, and the Raja read it. Its contents were, ‘ By direeting our attention 
“ ‘day and night towards the master’s feet we subsist: when the feet will be 
“ ‘ seen, that day will be auspicious.’ Neither the Raja’s name, nor that of 
“ A])pa Sahib were written in the letter, but it was written ‘ in the service.’” 
With respect to the second, the witness says: “ Appa Sahib had learned of 
“ the' sword being in my possession. / consulted the Alaharaj, who said it 
“ should he sent. 'I’he beena was made in the (Tovernment Store Khana by a 
“ carpenter named Kevulrara, under the orders of Govind Row Dewan. Pur- 
“ shotum. on his return, said that Kedaree and Wittoo, Elojee’s people, were 
“ at .loudpore. 1 introduced Purshotum before his departure to (fovind Row, 
“ who told him to tell Appa Sahib, that twenty or twenty-five lacs of rupees 
“ would he of use in the Goa plot, and the business would be successful. Appa 
“ Sahib sent word, in reply, that he had not so much money; and that, if he had. 
“ he hinmetf would have made an effort.'* 

41. The witness further says: “The Maharaj said to Hurry, ‘The Roos 
“ ‘ (Hiissian.s) will come by w'ay of Roum, therefore, if there be an acquaint- 
“ ‘ ance between Ap[)a Sahib and the Roincwalla, he should send to the latter 
“ ‘ to permit the Ruoswalla to pass with troops; and, for that purpose, mention 
“ ‘ also onr name to the Komewalla.’ I heard this, being near. Appa Sahib, 
“ when told of this, replied, ‘ An alliance has been formed between the Roos- 
“ ‘ walla and Roincwalla: they arc now' on terms of friendship, therefore the 
“‘Maharaj may do just as he likes.’ Purshotum told me thus, and I in- 

I “ formed tlie Maharaj. Hurry w'as first introduced to the Raja at nine 
*“ o'clock at night; and Dinkur Row was pre.sent. The letter Hurry brought 
“ was burned before us by the Raja’s orders. Towards the cud of the 
“ meeting the Sena puttee and a Brahmin came in. The second interview 
“ also oecurred at night, ami the day after Dinkur Row gave me one hundred 
“ rupees for Hurry’s expenses. The Raja told Hurry to request Appa 
“ Sahib not to write any letters to him. Dinkur Row was present at the 
“ second interview.” 

42. Purshotum Anunt Gosavee states:—“ Tn the beginning of 1835-36, 
“ Appa Sahib (Marcck) informed me, that Govind Row intended to send me 
“ to .loudpore. Afterwards Govind Row' told me to go and tell Appa Sahib 
“ (Bhonsleh) to send twentj'-five or thirty lacs to Sattara, so that a nego- 
“ tiation might be made for the arrangement of his raj, and that, if he sent 
“ the money, he should depute some one in his confidence. Govind Row 
“ cautioned me not to mention this message to any one. 1 set out with 
‘‘ Hurry, a servant of the Bhonsleh, Hybuttee and Babjee Despandy. (iovind 
“ Row said to me, ‘ I am going to give a beena, in which there is a sword, 
“ ‘ take it with you.’ Next day, as I heard, he sent the beena to the Mah- 
” reeks. Abba Marcek also said, there was a sw'ord in the beena. Aftcr- 
“ wards we w'cnt to Joudpore, and sent the beena to Appa Sahib. The- 
” second or third day after our arrival, I delivered Govind Row’s mc.ssage to 
” Appa Sahib, who said he had not the money, but that after he was re- 
” established some means might be found out. Wc remained at Joudpore 
” three months, Appa Sahib supplying provi.sions: w'c daily visited hinu” 
Deponent then describes Appa Sahib’s Carbarees, and wlunc he resided. He 
says:—“ We left for Scindia’s camj) with letters from Appa Sahib, but the 
” ficrsons to whom they \fere addressed would not receive them. On our way 
” i>ack to Sattara we were plundered. When wc reached Sattara in Novem- 
” her or December 1836, Govind Row was a jn isoner in cantonments.” 
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43. The witness further says When Govind Row gave me the message 
“ about the twenty-five lacs, he informed me the money was required to 
“ obtain the troops of the Gomantucwala, to take Nagpore, and re-establish 

> “ him on his raj. Appa Sahib said, he had neither the money nor credit; but 
“ a few days after said, he would make an attempt to obtain it from Maun 

Sing of Joudpore, to which I objected. Kedaree and Wittoo arrived at 
“ Joudpore eight days before we did. I saw them there: a Carkoon of 
“ Elojee’s, named Krushna Rao Digumber, was also at Joudpore. Hurry 
“ informed me that the MaharaJ had sent a message to Appa Sahib, to the 
“ effect that the Rooswalla were trying to come here with troops, but that the 
" Romewalla refused them a passage through their dominions, and therefore 
“ that, if he (Appa Sahib) had any combination with the Romewalla, he must 
“ manage to obtain a passage for the Rooswala, whose forces would then come 
“ and the business would be accomplished. Hurry delivered this message, 

“ but not in my presence ; Appa Sahib, however, alluded to it, and observed, 

" that the Raja of Sattara might have got his information from some Parsees, 

“ of Bombay, but that the Rooswalla and Romewalla had formed an alliance 
“ and were on friendly terms, and that whatever the Maharaj might have to 
“ do he might do. 1 informed Abba Mareek to this effect on iny return to 
" Sattara. Appa Sahib (Bhonsleh) gave two letters; one to Govind Row, 

“ merely complimentary, the other to Abba Mareek, jocular, and alluding 
“ to their former acquaintance at Nagpore. Of both these we w'crc robbed 
“ on the journey.” 

44. Wittoo, son of Sukhojee Bogania, in substance states :—“ About three 
“years ago, in Bhadrapud (August-September) my muster Abba Sahib 
“ Mareek, said to me, ‘ Go to Joudpore, and ask Appa Sahib Bhoiislch, whe- 
“ ‘ ther or not people from Elojee Mohiteh come to him, and tell him you 
“ ‘ have been directed to ascertain this, and return.’ I set off, reached Joud- 
“ pore after the Dcwallec. As I had no letter, 1 couhl not have an interview 
“ with Appa Sahib for fifteen days. Afterwards, I delivered the message to 
“ him. He answered, ‘ Elojee’s people always come.’ He gave me six 
“ rupees for expenses, and sent back with me his man Hurry, giving him ^ 
“ nine rupees and a letter. I had inquired beforehand of Appa Sahib’s people, 

“ and heard that Elojee’s people were in the habit of coming and going. 

“ Afterwards Hurry and I set off, and arrived at Sattara by the end of 
“ Fatgoon (Fcbruary-March) before the Parwa (new year's day of Shalwasi) 

“ two and a quarter years ago. I communicated what I had heard to my 
“ master. Appa Sahib gave me two spangled turbans for my master’s use.” 
Deponent describes the Bhonsleh's aj)peanmce, dress, and residence; and 
states, that a Brahmin, named Amrut Rao, was his Dewan. 

45. The above evidence relates to the communications that form the .second 
head of the historic sketch with which I prefaced the abstract, and, I conceive, 
completely establishes the facts which I there stated. This evidence was, for 
the most part, obtained by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, before the evidence 
relating to the .series of communications by means of Elojee, which com¬ 
menced earlier in the order of time. It will, indeed, have been observed, that 
the communications through Abba sprung out of a wish which the Raja 
entertained, to know whether those through Elojee were truly represented 
to him. The practice of employing, in cases of moment and secrecy, one.set 
of agents to te.st the fidelity of another, is, as I shall hereafter more fully 
•remark, quite familiar to the policy of the Native rulers of India. I will now 
proceed to the evidence ol’ the communications through Elojee, merely 
obserying further, with respect to the whole ca.se, that if we had the means 
of knowing the various communications that have passed between the ex- 
Raja of Nagpore and the Government of India, I think it not improbable that 
a good deal of light would be thrown on some parts of the present case which 
are now obscure, and that the general truth of the case, as it stands in evi¬ 
dence, would thereby be confirmed. 

4(). The following is the sc ' stance of the evidence of Appajee Jhadovv, the 
first witness who speaks ol liu, intercourse carried on through the medium of 
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Elojee Mohitch. “ He has been in Elojee’s service for five years. About 
“ five years since a Jassood, named Seoram, came to Sattara from Appa Sahib 
" Bhonsleh. He was first taken by Elojee to the Senaputtee’s house, and 
“ from thence to the Raja’s palace, where a private conference was held. 
“ Two months after this a domestic, named Kedaree, in Elojee’s service, 
“ was sent with Seoram to Joudpore. This was about four years since. He 
“ returned with a slave boy of Appa Sahib’s, named Bhundoo, who met the 
“ Raja of Sattara, and was sent back to Joudpore with Wittoo Pateykur, 
“ another servant of Elojee. Wittoo was sent back by Appa Sahib with 
*• a person called Borneykur (this was about two years ago) and Wittoo was 
“ introduced to the Maharaj. About a year since, a Brahmin, together with 
“ Wittoo and Kedaree, were sent to Joudpore with letters from the Maharaj. 
“ Wittoo and Kedaree returned from Krishna, bringing ten or eleven pair of 
“ shoes, two of which were for the Raja and his brother and the rest for the 
“ Mohiteh family. They returned one month before Govind Row was seized. 
“ Afterwards Krishna was concealed for two months in the house of Dhondoo 
“ Katway, at Govi'ay. I also heard from servants, that the shoes and some 
“ letters vxre then burned. Dinkur How swore Wittoo and Kedaree on the waters 
“ of the Krishna and theRel Rhundar, not to mention any where the circinnstances 
“ regarding Joudpore. This oath was taken in my presence, after Govind Itow 
“ Dewan had been removed to Poona." 

47. The above witness, it will be observed, gives to the person who accom¬ 
panied W’ittoo and Kedaree from Joudpore to Sattara the last time, the name 
of Krishna. lie describes the man so particularly, that he must have felt 
certain about the individual; but Wittoo, Kedaree, Abba Marcek, and last, 
but not least, Dhondee Katoo, the person in whose house that individual was 
concealed, call him Bhikoo. It also appears, that he was concealed only six 
or eight days, instead of two months, as Appajee states. These discrepancies, 
however, do not seem to me material; -and the difference of names may, per¬ 
haps, amount to nothing, it being common with the natives to bear several 
names. 

48. On the above information from Abbajee, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans 

sent persons to bring direct to him the servants Kedaree and Wittoo Patey¬ 
kur, hut found that they were not forthcoming. He was then obliged to 
apply to the Raja, and after a delay of sever^ days they were produced. 
Here, therefore, the opportunity of tampering with the witnesses was afibrded, 
if to any one, to the Raja and his party. • 

49. Wittoo Pateykur states: “ I have for seven or eight years served 
” Elojee Mohiteh as a khidmutgar. About four years ago, Kedaree Mania 
“ and 1 jvere sent to deliver a letter to Appa Sahib Bhonsleh, who gave a letter 
“ in return, which we delivered to Elojee at Sattara. About eighteen 
” months since (that is from August 1837) we were again sent to Joudpore, 
“ to deliver a letter from Elojee to Appa Sahib. Raojee Digumber 
" accompanied us ; and seven or eight days- after our arrival, Abba Mareck’s 
" Carcoon Purshotum, with Huba, a servant, and Babjee Brahmin,, arrived at 
“Joudpore, and gave a beena to Appa Sahib. When we returned, Appa 
" Sahib sent Bhikoo Hurkaru with us to Sattara. A month after this, Govind 
“ Roto was seized, when Rhikoo was concealed tor eight days in the house of 
“ Dhondee Kateea, and then sent away to Joudpot\ . 

50. “ Whgn we*first went to Joudpore, E!ojec sent messages to Appa 
“ Sahib regarding family matters. When we r» turned after our second visit, 
"Elojee, Kedaree, and myself, went to the r alace and met the Maharaj, 
“ anti the letter was delivered to him by El jce. The Raja asked after 
“ Appa Sahib, and opened and read the letter. O i each of our visits to Joud- 
" pore, Appa Sahib gave us two packets.’’ 

51. THis witness at firfet stated, that on the occasiofl of his return from 
Joudpore the first time, he did not go to the palace; but, on being further 
asked he admitted that he had said this falsely, and that he had then visited 
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the Maharaj and seen the Bhonsleh’s letter delivered. In conclusion, he re¬ 
capitulated in substance as follows;— 

1st. “ Seoram came from Joudpore, and Kedaree Mania accompanied him 

back thither.” 

2d. “ Kedaree returned to Sattara, and Bhudoo came with him from Joud- 
“ pore.” 

3d. “ Bhudoo went back. I accompanied him, delivered Elojee's letter 
“ to Appa Sahib, and remained at Joudpore two months.” 

4th. “ 1 returned to Sattara, and Appa Sahib sent the Borneykur with me. 
“ I went to the palace with Elojce, and gave him the packets from Appa 
“ Sahib, and he gave them to the Maharaj.” 

5th. “ Kedaree, the Carcoon, Raojee, and I, wen^ to Joudpore.” 

Gth. “ Kedaree returned to Sattara with Bhikoo.” 

52. Kedaree Manieea. “ I have been khidmutgar to Elojee Mohiteh 
“ for seven years. About five years since, I and Wittoo Pateykur were sent 
“ to Joudpore with a letter to Appa Sahib, which we delivered. After a 
“ month Appa Sahib gave a reply, and we returned to Sattara, vi& Baroda, 
“ Broach, and Poona, and gave the letter to Elojee. On a second occasion, 
“ Elojee .sent me and Wittoo with a letter to Appa Sahib, and in company 
“ with Raojee Carcoon we went to Joudpore and delivered it. After our arrival 
“ there, Abba Marcek’s Carcoon, Purshotum, with Babjee Brahmiu and 
“ Huba, servant, and a llurkaru of Appa Sahib, came to Joudpore from 
“ Sattara. They remained four months, when Appa Sahib sent his own hur- 
“ karu with Purshotum, and they went to Scindia's camp. A month after 
“ this Appa Sahib dismissed us, and gave us some shoes, two turbans, and a 
” letter, which were given to Elojee. Bhikoo Avas sent with us. A month 
“ alter our return Govind Row was seized, on which Bhikoo was concealed 
“ eight days in the house of Dhondee Katia, of Govey, andtheai sent back to Joud~ 
“ ]ioi'e. 
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53. “ When wo. first went to Joudpore, Elojee sent a message about a 
“ family dispute, and Appa Sahib sent one in reply, telling him to be easy, 
“ as he had written to the Maharaj. On the second occasion, in reply to a 
“ similar message, Appa Sahib sent word that he had written to the Maharaj, 
“ and that by speaking to the Sahib, he him.self would soon come to Sattara, 
“ and having had an interview with the Maharaj, would afterwards proceed to 
‘ ‘ agpore.” 

• 54. On a subsequent examination, the witness says: “ At the time of leaving 
“ .)oud])ore after the first visit, Appa Sahib told us to inform the Maharaj that 
“ ‘ he understood the message sent by Bhundia, but the Maharaj should not 
“ ‘ act so : it must be some one who has stirred the Maharaj up, but ht .should 
“ ‘ listen 1o this. For fifteen or sixteen years I have had experience in the mat- 
“ ‘ ter, by going amongst Rajas and Rajwaras (princes and chiefs), therefore this 
“ ‘ should not be done. The Maharaj is master, my humble advice is thus. 
“ ‘ After this, if the Sirkar does it, it will be the Sirkar’s will. I have also 
‘ commenced a negotiation with Calcutta for my own arrangement, which 
“ ‘ will be effected about the Dussera or Dewalec, and I shall reside wherever 
“ ‘ the Sahibs consent; but 1 will come to Sattara, and visit the Maharaj’s 
“ ‘ feet.’ This message I delivered to the Maharaj : Elojee was present, 
“ but no fourth person.” 

55. “ On our returning from the second visit to Joudpore, the letter of Appa 
“ Sahib was delivered to th Maharaj in my presence.” At first the deponent 
denied this, at the instigation, as he says, of Elojee, who once or twice 
directed that the Maharaj’s name should not be mentioned, or that any letter 
had been given to the Maharaj ; therefore he made a false statement. In con¬ 
clusion, the witness recapitulates, with little variation, the various journcyings 
of the agents to and J’ro.between Joudpore and Sattara, as detailed bjf the last 
witness Wittoo ; adding, tha*^ they delivered a message to the Maharaj, after 
their second return from Joudpore, very similar to the one above-mentioned. 

56. Dhoondee 
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66. Dhoondee Kattia, a camelman for six years in Elojee’s service, states: 
—“ I have heard of Kedaree and Wittoo being sent to Joudpore, and their 
“ returning with Bhikoo Hurkaru. A month after this Goviud Row was 
“ seized, when Bhikoo was concealed in my house at Goway for eight days, and 
“ the7i sent back to Joudpore. When Abba Mareek was seized, Elojee sent 
“off Wittoo and Kedaree for Nagpore, but they returned to Goway and I 
“ brought them to the Sahib.” 

67. At this stage of the inquiry Elojee Mohiteh was himself summoned, 
and the importance of this witness leads me to give a pretty full abstract of 
his evidence. 

58. “ Six years ago,** the witness says, “Appa Sahib (the Bhonsleh) sent 
“ me by Bhudea a letter about our respective welfare, and also desiring some 
“ betel-nuts and cardamoms to be sent to him. I wrote an answer regarding 
“ my welfare, and after keeping Bhudea a month or two, I sent him back 
“ with a seer of cardamoms. Afterwards, a dispute arising in my house 
“ between the brothers, I sent Kedaree Mania and Wittoo Pateykur to Appa 
“ Sahib, now about four years ago^ with a letter, in wdiich I begged him to 
“ intercede with the Maharaj in my favour. Appa Sahib sent two letters in 
“ teply ; one to the Raja, which I delivered, and one to myself: he also 
“ wrote to my mother and to.Dinkur Row. Afterwards, my niotlier leaguing 
“ with Dinkur Row against me, removed to the Raja’s palace with the family 
“ gold, jewels, and clothes; therefore, in the beginning of 1836, I again sent 
“ Wittoo and Kedaree to Joudpore with letters to Appa Sahib. 1’hey returned 
“ with replies, and a domestic of Appa Sahib, named Bhikoo. They brought 
“ a letter to me, enclosing one to the Maharaj, which I delivered to him, 
“ Dinkur Row alone being present in a private place. This was in August 
“ 1836. The letter stated, that I ought to obtain my property, referred to 
“ negotiations in progress at Calcutta regarding Appa Sahib’s own affairs, 
“ and observed, that the Governor General was coming to Ajmere, that he 
” (A[)[)a Sahib) would soon return to his native jdace, and that afterwards he 
“ would have an interview with the Maharaj by suitable means. 

59. “ Afterwards Goviud Row was seized, in August or September 18.38. 
“ An alarm prevailed ; and the Maharaj told me to destroy all letters 7'eceivcd 

fron/ Joudpore, fro)n first to last, a7id so)ne shoes and tu/'ba)is received f7-o/n 
“ Appa Sahib of Bhikoo. 7'he lelte7's wc/'e btamed, a7id 1 eat the shoes in pieces 
“ and threv' them into the well of Nai’/'ai/i Jioiv. The Maharaj promised to 
“make in y mother give up the property, and observed, ^ Do you entirely 
“ ‘ destroy all the letters.’ Bhikoo, after Govind Row’s seizure, was con- 
“ coaled six days in the house of Dhundec Katia, by directions, and was then 
“ told to return to Joudpore. 

(50. “ Lately, when Abba Mareek was seized, I sent, by the Maliaraj's 
“ directions, Wittoo and Kedaree to JVagpore, with a letter to my son ante- 
“ dated fifteen days. They set out, but were attacked with fever and brought 
“ back a few days since. I went to the Maharaj privately and said, ‘ Let 
“ ‘Appa Sahib’s letter, which I delivered, be given back, then I will go and 
” ^ say to the Sahib it has not been delivered.’ The Raja replied^ that it was 
“ not at hand. Three days after I sent a message, to the same effect, to 
“ Dinkur Row, and received for answer ‘ Yo.i are all day telling stories like 
“ ‘ a woman, and asking for the letter. What is this? the letter has not 
“ ‘ remained with us.’ Dinkur Row said the Raja was angry.” 

Gl. On a subsequent day the witness depos js:—“ Bhudea was sent here 
“ by Appa Sahib to inquire about the death "f my younger brother. The 
“ Maharaj directed me to bring the ITurkaru, a d I therefore introduced him. 
“ The Maharaj asked after Moodhojec, and Rh< dea informed him that nego- 
“ tiations were going on at Calcutta, and that, v/hen completed, Appa Sahib 
“ would proceed to Nagpore. The Maharaj again directed me to. bring 
“ Bhudea to him when he was to depart for Joudpore. After two months I 
“ took Bhudea to the Raja, who directed him to deliver the following message 
“ to Appa Sahib. ‘ Thence armies are to come here : when they come, you 

“ ‘ (Appa 
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62. “ Afterwards, when Wittoo and Kedaree went together to Joudpore, 
“ the Raja was not informed. Bhikoo came back with them, bringing the shoes 
“ and turbans, and a letter for the Maharaj. After the seizure of Govind 
“ Row, the Raja desired me to tear up all the letters and papers that he had 
“ ever received from the Bhonsleh; which was done accordingly. Again, on 
“ the day after the apprehension of Abba Mareek, the Raja desired me to 
“ send Wittoo and Kedaree to my son at Nagpore. When Wittoo and Ke- 
“ daree went to Joudpore, Krustna Raojee, who is related to a Carcoon of 
“ mine, happened to be going to Benares. I said to him, ‘ In a few days I am 
“ ‘ going to send two domestics to Joudpore: do you also go to Joudpore, 
“ ‘ and get Appa Sahib to write in my favour, on the family dispute, to the 
“ ‘ Maharaj, and send the letter here by those domestics, and then go on to 
“ ‘ Benares.’ This he promised to do, and set off. The two domestics set out 
“ fifteen days after, but they fell in with him on the road, and all went to 
“ Joudpore together.” 

63. On a still subsequent day, the witness being told that his statement as 
to the departure of Krustna Raojee for Joudpore, did not agree with that of 
his domestics, deposed as follows: “ When Wittoo and Kedaree went, the 
“ Maharaj said, ‘ Within two years and a half, or three years, an army will 
“ ‘ be assembled here : the Bhonsleh also, collecting troops, should come here. 
" ‘ Send this message by your Carcoon, who is going to Joudpore.’ I gave 
“ this message to Raojee Carcoon, and sent him and the domestics together, 
“ and wrote a letter, in which I referred Appa Sahib to the Carcoon for a ver- 
“ bal communication. Wittoo and Kedaree, on returning from Joudpore, 
“ brought back a*letter, in which was enclosed a note to the Raja in Appa 
“ Sahib’s own handwriting, as follows : ‘ The message sent by the Maharaj has 

reached me. As to this, the Maharaj should not do this thing. I have wan- 
“ ‘ dered into many countries amongst princes and chiefs, but no one has afforded 
“ ‘ me a shelter, and I have tried many such risings. After this, you are master: 

‘ your servant has written for the purpose of giving a hint. My negotiation is 
“ ‘ directed towards the Lord Sahib (Governor General): I also will soon come 
to meet the Raja. Afterwards, whatever place may be pointed out, there I 
“ ‘ shall remain.’ 1 went with Kedaree and Wittoo to the Maharaj, and de- 
“ livered this packet, which he read: the note was then burned. After which 
“ Dinkur Row was sent for; and the Maharaj taking him by the hand went 
“ into the Mahal.” The deponent adds : “ 1 did not at first state all these 
“ particulars, and gave a false account of the departure of Raojee Carcoon, 

“ because the Maharaj had said to me, ‘ Our name in any respect should not 
“ ‘ be mentioned.’ But what I now state is true.” 

• 

64. On the last day of his examination, the witness being called on to state 
fully the times and circumstances of these several missions, speaks distinctly : 
Lst. To Scoram’s arrival at Sattara about eight years ago. 2d. To his 
coming a second time, about six and a half years since, with letters to Din¬ 
kur Row, his mother, and himself, which were shewn to the Raja. 3d. To 
Kedarce’s accompanying Seoram on his return to .Joudpore,on a suggestion from 
the Raja, to the effect stated in paragraph 9 of this minute. 4th. To Kedaree 
returning to Sattara with Blmdea, bringing with him five lettens, the same that 
are referred to in the 10th paragraph of this minute. 6th. To Bhudea's,re¬ 
turn 


“ * (Appa Sahib Bhonsleh) should come with them. At the time of coming, 
“ ‘collecting some troops come here.’ This message was delivered at night, 
“ between five and six years ago. When Wittoo and Kedaree returned from 
“ Joudpore four years ago, Appa Sahib sent a message by the latter to the 
“ Raja, as follows:—‘The Maharaj sent a message by Bbudea, but the 
“ ‘ Maharaj should not give occasion for making such a war: it must be some 
“ ‘ one who may thus have stimulated the Maharaj. I have had experience 
“ ‘for fifteen or sixteen years in these schemes, and have gone to Rajas and 
“ ‘ Rajwarras, but no one has given me any assurance; so tell him. But he 
“ .‘ is a master; as it may suit his will so he may do.’ Kedaree at night 
“ delivered this message to the Raja in my presence, as also the letter in my 
“ favour, which the Raja read and then burned. • 
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turn to Joudpore with Wittoo, charged with a message to the following effect 
from the Raja to Appa Sahib : “ Our army is to come from thence; with 
“ tjiem, having collected trqops, do you come with them. We have com- 
“ mcnced an effort from hence: you should make preparations there and 
“ make war with the English, we will assemble troops here.” 0th. To Wit- 
too’s returning with the Borneykur, a domestic of Appa Sahib’s, with a 
sealed letter for the Maharaj, enclosing a note, in Appa Sahib’s handwriting, 
of the nature above described. 7th. To the Borneykur returning alone to 
Joudpore. 8th. To the mission of Kedaree, Wittoo, and the Carcoon Krustna 
Row, with a message by the latter from the Maharaj to Appa Sahib, as fol¬ 
lows : “ For how many days setting thus is the time to be spent? Half of 
" our life is nearly gone! How many days more have we to live ? Let us 
“ die acquiring fame. Whilst exerting ourselves, if we die, we go to heaven ; 
“ but to sit idle is not good. A message was sent to you once or twice, but 
“ still nothing appears on your part. Now, until our appointed time, two years 
“ or two years and a half remain. Now even collect troops and come here : 
“ our armies are also to assemble from hence, therefore you also should come 
“ at that juncture/’ 9th and lastly. To Wittoo and Kedaree returning to Sat- 
tara in July 1830 with Bhikoo, bringing a letter to the Raja from Appa Sahib, 
in his owi^ handwriting, dissuading the Raja from his designs; and to the 
Raja’s instructions on Govind Row’s seizure, that Bliikoo slmuld be sent away 
immediately. 

Go. Such, in a condensed form, is the evidence of Elojee Mohiteh and his 
servants. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans observes, respecting it, in his letter of 
the 7th August 1837 : “ The difficulty that has been experienced in extract- 
“ ing the truth, will be evident from the several dates of these examinations; 
“ but I have every reason to believe that the final answers, as recorded in 
“ those depositions^ contain a true account of these secret eomniunications.” 

GO. In accordance with die above remark, I wish particularly to mention, 
that the force and effect of the evidence of Elojee, and of the two servants 
M'ittoo Pateykur and Kedaree, respectively, wall not be ])ropeily appreciated, 
unless we bear in mind that these persons, during the t%vo or three days [)rc- 
ceding the earliest of their examinations, had ample opportunity to concert a 
story ; that, after the examination commenced, they had no means (»f commu¬ 
nicating together or of knowing what had been deposed to by each other; that 
when a material contradiction appeared, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans stated to 
the witness under examination, that the correctness of his account was doubted, 
and desired him to recollect himself, but without endeavouring to Imd him, 
and far less to gain any particular answer by urgency or intimidation. This 
appears from the questions which arc recorded, and from the assurance of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans that these witnesses, in their different examinations, 
were simply requested to state the truth, and that no inducement was held 
out to them ; except that if they did so, they had nothing to fear. The high 
character of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans is a sufficient guarantee, that this 
statement exactly conveys the spirit in which the examination was con¬ 
ducted. 

6‘7. This being premised, I beg to refer to the examinations, as shewing 
that the witness Elojee, and his two servants already mentioned, dkl, to 
some extent, concert a story, with the view of giving to facts which were per¬ 
haps too notorious to be denied, or which they might conceive to be already 
known to the Acting Resident through other channels, as unsuspicious an air 
as possible. All three begin their evidence with the same untruth, namely, 
that there were but two missions sent to Appa Sahib by Elojee, and that 
Wittoo and Kedaree were the messengers sent on both occasions. It is quite 
evident, that Elojee was desirous of having it believed that tlicse merely 
were the only messengers he had ever formally sent, and his reason for so 
desiring is plain. He wished to make it appear that the communications that 
liad pa.ssed, through his means, with Appa Sahib, purely turned on some 
family disputes, and that the Bhonsleh had written to the Raja only on the 
same subject. It was, in each case, only by repeated examinations and slow 
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G8. It will be seen that, in each instance, the messenger sent, whether from 
Sattara or Joudpore, was accompanied back by a messenger deputed from the 
other side. The adoption of this mode of proceeding seems'to me to mark, 
that secrets of some importance w'ere passing to and fro; but I notice the cir¬ 
cumstance only with reference to the concurrence of the testimonies of the 
several witnesses. 

G9. Perhaps it may be asked, in what way, if the master and his servants 
had concocted a story and were desirous of suppressing the real events of the 
ease, I account for the rather remarkable fact that each of them, before he is 
cross-examined at all, discloses one very suspicious circumstance, namely, 
that on the apprehension of Goyind Row, Bhikoo, who had come as a mes¬ 
senger from Joudpore, was carefully concealed for six or eight day§, and then 
sent privately away ? Was this, it may be said, a part of the story agreed on ? 
And, if so, does it not prove that they were resolved to bring suspicion on the 
Raja, and tliat their unwillingness to criminate him was only affected? 

70. It is not possible, nor do I think it necessary, to solve every particular 
difficulty which this case, like jnost cases depending on mnlti|>lied testimony, 
may present. All that can be fairly required is, to shew that the difficujty is 
explicable, and therefore ought not to be made a ground for disbelief. Why 
the witnesses chose to volunteer the statement of Bliikoo’!? concealment, I can 
only conjecture; but there is a circumstance which so naturally accounts for 
their conduct, that I cannot help pointing it out. * Bhikoo, it will be observed, 
was concealed in the house of Dhondee Katia, at Goway, a village in the 
neighbourhood of Sattara. Now Dhondee Katia had, as far as appears, no 
connection whatever with these intrigues, except from his having so harboured 
Bhikoo; yet he had been examined by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans throe or 
four days before the other three witnesses. In truth, he was examined to the 
very point of the concealment of Bhikoo, and disclosed both the fact and the 
cause of it; and though he might not choose to make this publicly known, 
yet as he was not kept in confinement, the circumstance of his having been 
examined must have been notorious, and the matter of it easily be guessed by 
Elojee and the other two servants. I can therefore very well believe, that they 
resolved, on the princi|)le of making a virtue of necessity, to disclose what 
they knew to have been disclosed already. 

71. In like manner, when Elojee made the statement that, on the appre¬ 
hension of Govind Row, the Raja directed him to burn the letters and presents 
wliich had been received from Joudpore, 1 do not think that this necessarily 
proves either his candour or his willingness to inculpate the Raja. Elojee 
would scarcely be ignorant that Appajee, who was a dismissed servant of his 
own, and who knew of that business, had already been examined by Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel Ovans. Hopeless, therefore, of the suppression of the fact, he 
might think that his best plan was to state it, and might persuade himself, 
that the alarm which it plainly proved to have been caused in the Raja’s mind 
by the seizure of Govind Row, would not be set down to the score of a guilty 
consciousness. 

72. In the fourth paragraph of Mr. Secretajy Macnaghten’s letter, dated 
the 2d October last, it is observed, " The evidence relative to the alleged 
“ intercourse of the Raja of Sattara with the cx-Raja of Nagporc is, in the 
“ opinion of his Lordship in Council, in the highest degree suspicious. The 
“ alleged communication between Elojee Bapoo and the cx-Raja is admitted 
“ to have originated in some domestic concern. The evidence of that indi- 
“ vidual and his servant are full of discrepancies; and it was only after 

“ repeated 


degrees, that Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans eftcited the dates of the several mis¬ 
sions and the names of the messengers; and when it is observed, that in each 
case, the apparently concerted , story having been abandoned, if the witnesfes, 
who had no mutual intercourse since they were first put under examination, 
give with trivial differences tlie same general statement of the several missions 
and messengers, and that-this statement agrees with the original statement of 
Appajeo, 1 cannot but look at the coincidence as very remarkable. 
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** repeated cross-examinations that' they were induced to implicate the Raja 
“ of Sattara as having any knowledge of the communication. It is remarkable 
“ that Elojee is represented as having been the person through whose means 
“ the intercourse between the Raja of Sattara and the ex-Raja of Nagpore 
“ was first set on foot; and yet the two witnesses, Abba Mareek and his 
“ servant Wittoo deposed, that the latter was sent to Joudpore to ask whether 
“ Elojee Bapoo sent people there.” 

73. I cannot but think, that when the Governor General is aware of tlie 
whole of the evidence in this case, he will alter the view of it intimated in the 
above-qnoted passage. With regard to the mode of examination pursued, I 
would, with deference, refer to the words which I have cited from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans in the sixty-sixth paragraph of this minute. The cross- 
examinations of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans were of the mildest kind. Even 
had they been of rougher chf^racter, however, I conceive that this would not 
necessarily be objectionable in the ca.se of unwilling witnesses, and those, too. 
Native witnesses ; and that the testimony of such witnesses should not be set 
aside, merely because it is obtained with difficulty, or is full of discrepancies, 
but, on the contrary, may be very valuable, in spite of those circumstances. 

74. I have already admitted it-to be probable, that Elojee and his servants, 
Wittoo and Kedarec, concerted their story. How far this circumstance de- 
.stroys their credibility may perhaps appear from the comments which I have 
ventured to offer on it. 1 certainlj'^ should, from a mere perusal of their 
evidence, come to the same conclusion with that drawn by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans, who had the advantage of examining them personally; and whose sense 
and penetration none can doubt; namely, that they were reluctant to disclose 
what they knew, so far as they had concerted their evidence, therefore it was 
with a view not to.criminate but to» benefit the Raja; but having, in fact, 
concerted it, the truth could not possibly be elicited from them except by 
dint of repeated cross-examinations. Induced, at length, by the skill of their 
examiner, to make a fuller di.scovery than they had intended ; and adopting 
this course by degrees, the inevitable consequence was, that they repeatedly 
contradicted, not oifly each other but themselves. In the sequel, however, as 
I have before remarked, the coincidence of their statements is even remark¬ 
able,though such statements materially differ from those with which they set out. 

7.'3. I think it highly probable, that the intercourse between Elojee and 
the Bhonsleh originated in the family connexion which subsisted between 
them. But this does not, in the least, invalidate the suppo.sition, that the 
Raja of Sattara availed himself of tfiat intercourse,-to enter into communica¬ 
tions with the Bhonsleh of a very different kind. On the contrary, if we 
believe, what I consider as clearly proved in the Goa and Dharwar cases, 
that the Raja was eagerly looking round for allies and associates, in his wild 
designs of independence, nothing could be more natural than that he should 
take advantage of the opening which the correspondence between his con¬ 
fidential friends, the Mohitehs, and the Bhonsleh, afforded him, to endeavour 
to engage the latter in those designs. I would even go further and say, that 
the facility of qpmmunicating with the Bhonsleh through the cha,nnel of the 
Mohitehs, might lead the Raja into such a communication, which otherwise, 
as being with a dethroned and captive prince, he would perhaps not have 
taken the trouble to originate. 

76. It is with reluctance that I enter so far into the reasonings on the 
probabilities of the case; but, where arguments of that nature, are used on 
one side, it is not unfitting to shew that similar arguments may be opposed to 
them. In this view, I cannot help repeating an observation which was made 
in the seventh paragraph of this minute, and which tends to shew, that the 
private and the political negotiations between the Bhonsleh, on the one hand, 
and the Sattara party on the other, were not only consistent, but that the 
private negotiation is made more intelligible, by the supposition of the political 
intrigue having been blended with it, than if considered simply by itself. The 
private correspondence originated in family disputes about property among the 
member^ of the Mohiteh family ; and it is distinctly stated, that the Raja of 
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Sattara, the patron of the family, sided openly with Dinkur Row against 
Elojee. On one occasion, the Raja even permits the mother of the family^ 
bringing with her all the family gold and jewels, to take up her residence in 
, his own palace, with the view of depriving Elojee of what he asserted to 
be his rights. Under these circumstances, Elojee sent special messengers, 
in repeated instances, to Joudpore, to pray the intercession of the Bhonsleh, 
not merely with his mother and brother, but with the Raja of Suttara; and 
not only does Elojee attach the greatest weight to such intercession, but 
the intercession itself, if the witnesses are to be believed, is made in terms 
almost of authority. Considering the Bhonsleh merely as a prisoner for life in a 
foreign territory, at the distance of many hundred miles from Sattara, and as 
totally unconnected with the Sattara Raja, what could authorize him to inter¬ 
fere with a decision pronounced by the Raja, in a question between his High¬ 
ness’s own dependents ? The manners and feelings of Hindoos are, in many 
respects, so ])eculiar, and so little to be estimated by European standards, 
that I will not speak positively on the subject but it certainly would appear 
to me less surprising, that the Bhonsleh sliould have influence with the Raja, 
if the fact was that the Raja calculated, however absurdly, on deriving great 
aid from him, in the accomplishment of the ambitious projects which, with 
ccjual or greater absurdity, his Highness entertained. 

77. In the letter of Mr. Macnaghten, before alluded to, it is pointed out as 
remarkable, that the intercourse between the Sattara Raja and the Bhonsleh 
should have, been at first set on foot through Elojee, and yet that Wittoo 
Rogana should have been sent to Joudpore, to ask whether Elojee sent 
people to that place. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans observes on this remark, 
that the practice of espionage (or, as I should rather call it, of espionage on 
espionage) is habitual to the Sattara dqrbar. “It cannot, for instance, be 
“ doubted,” he says, “ that llungoba is employed by the Raja in Bombay ; 
“ yet 1 know that others have been sent as spies over him, and with orders to 
“ report direct on his proceedings. In the Goa case, too, it will be seen that 
“ this practice was followed with regard tri Nago Dcorao, though there was no 
“ doubt of his being there on the part of the Raja.” I cannot help adding a 
circumstance singularly confirmatory of the above remark. A correspondence 
has been handed up to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, as having past between the 
Raja and Dr. Milne, and is now before me, in which Ur. Milne, the admitted 
agent of the Raja, strongly protests against the practice of his Highness, in 
employing other agents independent of him, the Doctor. 

78. The practice to which Lieutenanf-Colonel Ovans alludes is, I believe, 
familiar to the diplomacy of India ; and, were there time for the search, I 
have no doubt that specific instances could easily be found. In fact, it is the 
natural fruit of a refined system of espionage. Employing secret emissaries 
in works of deceit and treachery, the Asiatic politician naturally comes to 
dread the perfection of his own tools, and attempts to guard himself against 
their infidelity by causing them to check each other. It is well knowji, that 
the Emperor Aurungzebe was habitually suspicious of the agents who conducted 
his perfidious intrigues, even where they were his own sons; ^nd my belief is, 
that every one of them was subjected to secret supervision : but unable, in the 
haste of the present moment, to consult authorities, 1 only state this as highly 
probable. The practice, however, is not confined to Asia. The “spied spy ”* •• 
I believe to be a sufiiciently common character in Eurojie, though, from the very 

nature 

* The policy here described certainly seems to have been practised in Paris at the time alluded to, 
if ive may trust the works ofJl.de Bourrieime and Fouche. “The Consul,” says the latter, “daily 

•• received four bulletins of separate police establishments, derived (fora different quarters, and which 
“ lie was enabled to compare together, without mentioning the reports of his privately-accredited 
‘• correspondents.” The reason why Honaparte formed what he called his “ Secret Police,” which 
was different from the police managed by Fouchd, is given byM.de Bourrienne. “ Bonaparte had 
“ the weakness at once to fear Fouche and to think him necessary.” Fouche, however, himselfprac- 
tised the same device. He says, “ that, in order to know alt Bonaparte’s proceedings, he bought 
“ the private intelligence of Bonaparte’s Secretary for 25,000 francs a month, and that of Josephine 
“ herself for 1,000 francs a day; ‘ and I was enabled,' he adds, ‘ reciprocally to control the infer- 
“ mation of the Secretary by that of Josephine, and that of the latter by the Secretary.’ ” 
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nature of his trade, he may seldom incur detection. It was said, I think, in 
Paris, when under Consular Government, that while the head of the police 
was the Consul’s spy on every body else, the head of the gens d’armes was the 
Consul's spy on the head of the police. This may, or \nay not be the case ; 
but its having been said, proves that there is nothing in the idea to shock 
belief. 

79. Before I proceed to consider the documentary proofs in this case, 1 

must advert to the evidence of Govind Row Dewan, as well as to that of Din- 
kur Row Mohiteh.* These could not well be included in the foregoing ab¬ 
stract, as they were not taken consecutively with the rest of the oral evidence; 
besides which, Govind Row was not ^amined by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans 
at all, but by Mr. llutt, the magistrate of Ahmednugger. ^ 

80. Govind Row Dewan, on the 11th September 1837, deposes: “ I know 
“ nothing of any communication between the Raja and Appa Sahib, the ex- 
“ Raja of Nagpore, except what Mahadeek (Abba Mareek), with whom I 
“ am very intimate, told me. He said, three or four or five years ago, I re- 
“ collect not which and had nearly forgotten the fact, that he had had a con- 
“ versation with the Raja, and was about to send a messenger with a letter 
“ to Appa Sahib, in order to establish a friendly underatanding between him 
“ and his Highness. He said, the Ra ja had enjoined him not to be led by his 
“ friendship for me to acquaint me with it. Mahadeek was formerly a ser- 
“ vant of Appa Sahib. 1 afterwards heard that an answer had come from 
“ Appa Sahib, who wanted a sword which Mahadeek had brought away when 
“ he left his service. Mahadeek^told me the matter was not; to be mentioned 
“ to the Raja, lest he should take a fancy to the sword. The sword was to be 
“ put into a beam, but this was only for security. The letter sent with it was 
“ prepared by the joint coun.sel of the Raja, Dinkur Row, and Mahadeek. 
“ It contained, as far as I heard, only friendly expressions, and some answer 
“ to Appa’s remark on his hope of soon returning to Nagpore. Purshotum 
“ Punt Carcoon was the beftrer of the sword. He had not returned to Sattara 
“ when I was imprisoned. I know not if he was charged with a message; 
“ but it is not likely, a.s he was not a person of any consequence.” On the 
11th October the witness stated what had passed between Abba Mareek and 
himself respecting the sword sent to Joudpore : “ We agreed that it should be 
“ sent in a beam. I directed Kevulram, a carpenter in the store, to make a 
“ beam, and it was made in the course of three or four days.” 

81. In answer to a question, whether Purshotum had, previously to his 
departure for .loudpore, an interview with Govind Row, and what passed, and 
who was present, and what message Govind Row gave to Purshotum ibr the 
cx-Kaja, Govind Row, on the 21.st November last, stated as follows : “ Be- 
" fore Purshotum set out Abba Mareek said to me, * The Maharaj has desired 
“ ‘ me to intimate to the Bhonsleb, that he has a communication Irom the Go- 
“ ‘ mantuwalla (the Goa authorities), that when money is paid for their ex- 
“ ‘ peuses their troops will come; that he (the Raja) cannot provide the 
“ ‘ money ; that the Bhonslch should provide it, and the troops will come, by 
“ ‘ whose co-operation his coming to Nagpore will be effected.’ Having said 
“ so, the Maharaj introduced me (the Mareek) to Raojee Kotenees of Goa, 
“ and Narrain Bhutt Chittey. The Mareek further told me, that when the 
“ Carcoon, Purshotum, went to Joudpore, the message was sent. Narrain 
“ Bhiitt also told me, that as the Joudpore communication was through the 
“ medium of the Mareek, he (Narrain) had been introduced to him, and he 

was told of the Goa affair.” 

82. In order to show the bearing of the above evidence on that of Abba 
Mareek, Purshotum, and the two servants who accompanied the latter to Joud¬ 
pore, it must be observed that Govind Row Dewan was removed irom Poona 
to Ahmednuggerj in the strictest custody, on the 5th of July 1837 ; that, at 

that 

* For tile evidence of Govind Row, see Nos. 1 to 8 of Appendix to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s 
letter of the 24th November 1837; for that of Dinkur Row, see -No. 1 of Appendix B. to the same 
letter. 
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that time, not one of the above-mentioned four persons had been examined by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, the earliest examination of any of them' having 
taken place on the 9th of July; and that, from the close watch kept over the 
Dewan at Ahmednugfer, it was, as 1 believe, quite impossible that he should 
have had the slightest information as to what those other four witnesses had, 
or had not, deposed. In comparing his evidence with theirs, this circum¬ 
stance should be kept in view. 

83. This being premised, I own that, to me, the coincidence between the 
statement of Govind Row, on the one hand, and those of Abba Mareek and 
Purshotum, on the otiier, seems very remarkable. There is, 1 grant, some 
discrepancy, as there is also between tBc statements of the Mareek an(k the 
Purshotum; but the discrepancy, in each case, may be accounted for, and, at 
the most, is not greater than may shew the want of concert. 1 allude par¬ 
ticularly to the message sent to the Bhonsleh about providing twenty or twenty- 
five lacs of rupees for the expense of the troops promised by the Goa autho¬ 
rities ; an incident which 1 regard as one of the most important in the pre¬ 
sent case. 

8^. Abba Mareek never mentions the name of Govind Row till his third 
examination, though he had before proposed to state in detail the particulars 
respecting the sword which was sent to the Bhonsleh, a matter with which 
Govind Row was much connected. In his third examination, however, he 
distinctly states, that before the departure of I*urshotum, he (the deponent) 
conducted t|jat person to the Dewan Khana, to introduce him to the Dewan; 
that every one else was ordered out of thq room; and that he then heard 
Govind Row charge Purshotum to deliver to the Bhonsleh the message about 
the twenty or twenty-five lacs, and also say to him, “ Take that *cr«« and 
“ deliver it to Appa Sahib, there is a sword in it.” The statement of Pur¬ 
shotum is exactly the same; with this difterence, that he represents Appa 
Mareek as sitting at a distance, though within the room ; and adds, that he 
(Purslfotum) did not afterwards speak of the meSSage to the Mareek, because 
Govind Row had enjoined him to secrecy.- lam nut sure that this amounts 
to more than an apparent discrepancy; but, at all events, it is not one ol auy 
moment. 

85. Govind Row Dewan, who, w'C must always recollect, was an unwilling 
witness, began, as the above abstraet may shew, with stating, that he knew 
not that Purshotum had bean charged with any message to the Bhonsleh, but 
it was not likely, as he was not a person of any consequence. This was a 
preposterous argument. Purshotum is a Brahmin Carcoon, an order of persons 
very commonly employed by Natives of' distinction in the most confidential 
services. On the last occasion of his being examined, however, Govind Itow 
plainly states, that Purshotum had been charged with the important message 
already mentioned, and that he had also been admitted into the secrets of the 
Goa intrigue. 

86. Here, however, occurs the discrepancy to which I have alluded. Instead 
of stating that he had himself charged the Carcoon with that message, he says 
that this was done by.Abba Mareek, and that he was so informed by the 
Mareek subsequently. To me, this discrepancy, which may easily be* 
accounted for, from a desire on the part of the witne.ss to screen himself as 
far as possible, does not seem at all to detract from the confirmation which 
his statement gives to the fact of such a message, as that in question having 
been sent to the Bhonsleh. 1 do not see how the Dewan could possibly 
know that the Mareek and Purshotum had deposed to that fact. If it be 
said that he conjectured it from knowing of their having been examined, this 
is at once to admit that the fact was true. If, on the other hand, it be con¬ 
tended that the parties had concerted their story beforehand, I answer, first, 
that there is no evidence of any such concert; secondly, that, from the situa¬ 
tions 6f the several deponents, and from the course of their examination, there 
is the strongest presumption that they were all unwilling witnesses ; thirdly, 
that, if the story had been concerted, the Mareek and the Dewan would each 
have brought it out on his first examination, instead of then stating, as each 

did 
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did, what was quite inconsistent with it, and waiting, as both did, to be exa¬ 
mined the third or fourth time before it was elicited ; fourthly and Ijistly, that 
the very discrepancy alluded, to proves the want of concert in the strongest 
manner, the Mareek and the Dewan each hfiving tried to throw on the other 
the responsibility of having commissioned Purshotum to the effect stated, 
which is exactly what they would be tempted to do, when both were parties 
or privy to an act which neither could deny, but which each was very reluctant 
to acknowledge. 
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87. I will only observe farther on this point, that Govind Row makes an 
addition to what the other witnesses had stated, which was not necessary. 
He says, that the message was sent by desire of the Alaharaj. I note the 
statement as being positive; but even without reference to any such state¬ 
ment, none can doubt that a message of the nature alleged, if it went at all, 
could proceed only from the Raja. No one else could have called on the 
Bhonsleh to exert his credit for the provision of so large a sum as twenty lacs 
of rupees, or for such an object as the support of a foreign army in the Deccan. 
The importance, therefore, of this part of the case, in relation to the Raja of 
Sattara, will at once be appreciated. 


88. I ^uit the evidence of Govind Row Dewan, and shall close my refe¬ 
rences to the oral evidence with a very short note of that of Dinkur Row 
Mohiteh, tlie brother of Elojee and the favourite of the Raja. Dinkur Row 
admits, that two years ago his brother Elojee Bapoo Mohiteh informed him, 
that he had sent two of his servants, named Kedaree and Wittoo, tp Joudporc, 
to the cx-Raja of Nagpore ; but denies all knowledge of any messenger hav¬ 
ing come to Sattara from the ex-Raja, and meeting with the Raja of Sattara 
and obtaining money, as deposed to by Abba Mareek. He admits, that 
Elojee and Abba Mareek were in constant intercourse with the Raja, and 
that secret consultations occurred between them day and night; and names, 
as present at these conferences, himself, the Senaputtee, Balia Sahib Chit- 
navees, Govind Row Dewan, Babajee Purarkur, Chintapunt Bhattey, Elojee 
Mohiteh, and Abba Mareek, most, if not all, of whose names are included 
among tliose mentioned in the petition of Girjibace,, the mother of the 
Dew'an. 


89. T have referred to the evidenee of Dinkur Row, not because I think it 
very material, but because it completes the oral evidence on the subject, «t*id 
because it confirms, as far as it goes, what I have already collected from the 
statements of the other witnesses. I now' proceed to the documentary evi¬ 
dence, which consists of five letters, purporting to be sent by the Bhonsleh. Of 
these only lour are addressed to any of the parties named in the foregcung 
paragraphs. The fifth letter is curious, only as contributing to identify the 
others. With respect to the four first, they are not all, as far as I can under¬ 
stand them, of a treasonous import; but they conclusively show the close 
intercourse which the Raja and his associates carried on with the ex-Raja of 
Nagpore, and by remarkably confirming the statements of some of the wit¬ 
nesses in minute points they accredit their testimony in general. 

90. Translations of three out of the four letters were transmitted to Govern¬ 
ment by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans with his letter of the 24th November last, 
and the fourth with a letter of the 20th December. The first of these (No, 2 
of list B.) is the most interesting; and supposing it genuine, of which I will speak 
presently, is altogether a singular document. It is rather a long letter, and pur¬ 
ports to be from Moodhqjee Bhonsleh, the ex-Raja of Nagpore, to the Raja of 
Sattara. It is full of the most lavish professions of obedience and fidelity to the 
Raja, and, in indignant and even violent terms, disclaims all connection with 
Bajee Row, the ex-Peishwa. The expressions of homage and loyalty to the 
Raja are precisely what might be expected from a Mahratta Chief towards 
one who has ever been regarded as the undoubted bead of the Mahratta empire, 
and the representative of its illustrious founder. Colonel Briggs, speaking of 
the situation of the Raja of Sattara during the reign of Bajee Row, says;* 

“ Thoflgh 

* See Liculenant'Colonc) Ovans’i letter of 6ih March 1838, paragraph 7.* 
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.tiimue ” lowest ebb of his humiliation.” Much more may we 

l>y t.ho'(io»ernor. Suppose that the Bhonsieli, himself a prisoner, would omit none of those cus- 
'2* May IRSS. tomary observances, in addressing the same person while in a state of dignity 
and comparative independence. 

91. This letter is dated in December, but the year is not specified. It con¬ 
tains no reference to the ambitious projects of the Uaja, but on the contrary, 
blends with an allusion to Bajee Row and to “the courtezan of Scindia,” 
which lhavo not the means of explaining, an exhortation to the Raja to main¬ 
tain a clo.se intercourse with the English. It refers, to the high descent and 
fidelity of the writer. It refers also to a “ humble supplication” previously 
sent by him in charge of one Raghopunt Dant, Carcoon of Samul Ginjawul, 
testifies great anxiety as to the fate of thatodocument, and requests an answer. 
It mentions “ an exalted promise made by the master (the Raja), when Pur- 
“ wiitroGoqjur went into the service.” “ The courtezan of Scindia,” it says, 
“ is zealously making a rcpre.sentation on the part of Bajee Row, therefore 
“ the master should keep a close intercourse with the English; for an infidel 

like Bajee Row is Bajee Row himself. As the religious merit of t^e master 
“ is powerful, the courtezan of Scindia will have nu success.” 

T)2. Of the other two letters (Nos. 3 and 4, list B.), one is addres.sed to 
Elojee Mohiteh, and says; “ By the verbal intimation of the man who came 
“ from you in charge of letters the whole of the contents of the letters were 
“ comprehended. It was written, ‘ send Budhes thereupon he has been sent 
“ to you. The whole of the affair here will be known by his verbal comran- 
“ nication.” The third letter is almost exactly to the same purport, and is 
addressed to Gunga Bhageerthee, the mother of the Mohiteh brothers. 

93. The Acting Resident reports, that these three letters are originals, and 
that he believes them to have been- obtained from the hou.se of Diukur Row 
Mohiteh. The .seal and signature on each of them have been decidedly re¬ 
cognized by Elojee, Abba Marcck, and Purshotum the Carewn, as being 
those of the Bhonslch; Elojee adding, that certain respectful words at- the 
end of the letter to the Raja were usual with the Bhonsleh in addre.ssing his 
Highness, and are in his own handwriting; and further, that the paper was 
of th^t country. The seal is stated by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans to be of a 
very peculiar kind, so as neither to be mistaken by any person who had once 
seen it, nor imitated. The characters of the inscription, which are wonder¬ 
fully minute and clear, arc said to be cut on a diamond which the ex-Raja is 
saici to be in the habit of wearing. 

94. The original of the fourth letter was produced to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans under a pledge of redelivering, which of cour.se he fulfilled, a copy 
having fir.st been taken which was compared with the original in his presence, 
and which is authenticated by the copyist and two other witnesses. A trans¬ 
lation of this letter accompanies Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter of the 20th 
December. It is addressed by the Bhonsleh to the Senaputtee, who is called 
Rajushri Ballajee Raja Bhonsleh Senaputtee Gosovee. It says: “ Your letter 

which came on charge of Raghopunt Duttokeel Nisbut Ginjawul, has been 
“ received. I also sent two or three letters, which will have been received, 
“ but no answer even to one letter has come. This has caused great surprise. 
“ 1 have myself placed my reliance on you, that you are near the feet of the 
“ Shreemunt Maharaj Swamee, as if I myself were present. Now Bhudoo 
“ is di.spatched from hence; by his verbal communication the whole of the 
“ matter will be known.” Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans states, that the seal and 
mortub on this letter exactly correspond with those on the letter to the Raja, 
and that he entertains no doubt of its genuineness. His Janguage al.so implies 
(paragraph 5) that this, like the former letters, has been authenticated by 
Elojee ; who, however, was not permitted to see any part of the letters except 
the seal and signature, for the purpose of such authentication. 1 may add, 
that the second, third, and fourth letters bear date on the same day, but 
without naming any year. 


95. It 
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95. It will be recollected that Elojee, on the last day of his examination,* SATTARA 

which was on the 5th August 1837, stated, that when Bhudoo returned from PAPERS. 

Joudpore with Kedaree, he brought with him five letters from the Bhonsleh; Mkiute 
one to the Raja, one to the Senaputtee, one to Dinkur Row, one to Maee by the Governorc 
(the mother of the Mohitehs), and one to Elojee himself. Elojee then 

added, the contents of the letter to the Maharaj were thus: “ I am your 
“ servant, let a kind countenance be on me; from ancient times I am your 
“ servant.” The letters to the Senaputtee contained complimentary expres¬ 
sions. As the Senaputtee was not styled Sahib he gave no ansvfrer. Now it 
is very singular,.that three out of the four letters produced as above-mentioned 
mention Bhudoo as their bearer, while one of them exactly corresponds with 
the description given by Elojee of the letter to the Senaputtee, which he 
mentions ; for, though it is very complimentary, it omits to style the Senaputtee 
Sahib, as will be seen from the address given above ; and it implies that the 
Senaputtee had returned no reply to two or three former letters, which we 
may reasonably suppose to have been addressed with the same omission. I 
am not at all, therefore, surprised to learn from Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, 
that we have here four out of the very five letters brought by Bhudoo; for 
this, even the internal evidence of the letters goes far to establish ; and when 
wc take .into our account a further circumstance stated by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans, namely, that the letters were not obtained by him through Elojee, nor 
had even been seen by that person, except sufficiently to recognize the seal 
and signature on them, I cannot but regard these letters as affording a very 
.striking confirmation of the leading incidents of the narrative which has been 
elicited from the mouths o| Elojee and his servants. 

96. Of the genuineness, indeed, of these letters, there is a negative proof 
which seems to me of great force. Had they been forged out of enmity to the 
Raja, they would have contained direct allusion to his treasonous designs ; or, 
even if we suppose the fabricator to have framed them on a more cautious 
plan, at all events they would have afforded much more’numerous and direct, 
or elaborately indirect, supports to the facts stated by the witnesses, than can 
now be extracted from them. No reasonable doubt can therefore be felt as 
to their genuineness ; and it follows, that the confirmation which they actually 
furnish to the case made out by the oral evidence, though limited, is unim¬ 
peachable. 

97. Strongly, however, as the genuineness of these documents seems thus 
established, the indefatigable officer who has produced them would not rest 
while any further proof could be obtained; and the result is, that he has found, 
and laid before Gtivernment, some additional evidence of considerable value. 

It will be observed, that the first of the four letters in question speaks o^an 
emissary between the parties, by the name of Raghopunt Dant, Carcoon of 
Ramul Giujawul; and, in the fourth letter, the same penson evidently is called 
Saghopunt Dant Sakul Nisbut Giujawul. On the 3d March last Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans reported, that having accidentally learnt that this person had 
come to a village near Sattara, he had sent for and examined him. He proved 
an unwilling witness ; but admitted that on one occasion he brought a packet 
of letters from .loudpore to Sattara ; and that, on another, he was present when 
a packet from Sattara was delivered by a person named Purushram to Moodhojee 
Bhonsleh, at Joudpore. He denies all other knowledge about these letters; 
but very untruly, in the opinion of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, who consider* 
him us deeply implicated in the intrigues under consideration. 

98. What, however, is of great importance to the present inquiry, among 
this person’s papers was found an original letter addre.ssed by the Bhonsleh to 
a servant of his, named Poonjajee Sindeh. The contents of this letter are 
altogether unimportant, but the seals attached to it correspond exactly with 
those on the four letters before ascribed ; all of which, moreover, are admitted 
by this unwilling witness, Raghopunt, to bear the genuine seals of the ex- 
Raja. The witness .satisfactorily explains how the letter to Poonjajee came 

into 


See paragraphs 10 and 64 of this minute. 
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into bis possession although addressed to a third person. ** Poonjajee Sindeh 
“ went to Poorumpooree Gosavee, who lives at Benares, taking me with him, 
“ in order to ask something for his expenses. He gave this note to me. It 
“ was shewn to the Gosavee, who gave 200 rupees to Poonjajee for expenses. 
“ The note has remained with me. It is dated the*19th March 1836.” 


99. From Raghopunt’s description of himself, it appears that he is a reli¬ 
gious character, in the habit of resorting to the diflPerent places of pilgrimage 
in India. He was in the Deccan during the war with the Peishwa, and 
accompanied Appa Sahib, brother of the Peishwa, to Benares. In 1828-29 
he was sent to Sattara to collect pilgrims for Gya : he was introduced to the 
Raja, and bestowed on him prusad, or a blessing. Through the influence of 
Hurreeba Nana Mohiteh, he obtained from the Raja a deed, conferring on his 
master the office of oopadya, or priest. He was acquainted with the Sena- 
puttee of Sattara, who gave him a marc and horses. He went to .Toudpore in 
*1831-32, with one Purushram, whom he had met at Mutra. Purushram said 
he had brought letters from Sattara for Moodhajee Bawa. Amroota, a Brah¬ 
min, who was with the Bhonsleh, took deponent and Purushram to him, and 
Purushram gave the letter in deponent’s presence. The same Amroota gave 
Purushram a sealed letter. They went to Oodeypoor together, from whence 
Purushram returned to Joudpore, giving into deponent's cliarge letters to 
deliver at Sattara to Hurreeba Nana Mohiteh. He delivered the packet in 
1831-32, or 1832-33. It was six fingers broad, round, and two fingers high. 
When Nana had read the letters he severely chid deponent, and said, “ Here 
“ the rules of Grant Sahib are in force, notwithi^anding this, why have you 
“ brought this letter?” Deponent replied, that Amroota and Bajee Punt had 
given it at Joudpore. When at Sattara he obtained a loan of 280 rupees 
from Chintapunt Bhattey. He met a Carcoon of Abba Mareek’s at Joudpora, 
named Purshotum, or Pursoo. Such is the substance of this man's testimony. 
It is clear that no concert or collusion could have existed between him and 
the other witnesses who have deposed to the intercourse w’ith Jomlpore ; and 
further, that, from his former life and history, he was p very likely character 
to be engaged in intrigues of this kind. The nature of the contents of the 
packet which he brought from Joudpore may also be inferred ; for, iC the 
communication had only related to the private affairs of the Mohiteh family, 
no reason can be imagined why Hurreeba Nana should have scolded him, and 
have alluded “ to the rules of Grant Sahib by which must, 1 conclude, have 

been intended the prohibition against intercourse with foreign states. 


100. After the length to which these remarks have extended, I will sum 
thgm up in a few words. 

101. Even on the most superficial view of this case, it seems to me e.sta- 
blishcd, by a weight of evidence not to be resisted, that for years together, a 
close and secret correspondence, both by letters and messengers reciprocally 
deputed, has been carrying on between the Raja of Sattara and Moodhojee 
Bhonsleh, residing as a prisoner at Joudpore, the messengers sometimes re¬ 
siding for weeks, or even months, at the place to which they were deputed, 
and, occasionally at least, having their expenses paid by the party receiving 
the message. The fact, too, of some sort of correspondence by letters, is esta¬ 
blished by evidence, independently of that which proves the correspondence 
'carried on through messengers. That such intercourse, even supposing it to 
have related to indifferent objects, was a violation of the treaty of Sattara, 
which, on pain of forfeiture of his country, prohibits the Raja from having any 
connexion or corres[)ondence with any foreign power, chief, or prince, except 
through the British Government, there can be no manner of doubt. The 
question will then arise, for what purpose did his Highness subject himself to 
so great a hazard ? The Raja of Sattara was the favoured child of the British 
power. If any reason connected with caste, family, religion, or any other 
bon'd of union between the Hindoos, made him desirous of communicating with 
theex-Raja of Nagporc, he had only to state his wish, and the considerations 
on which it was founded, to the Resident; and, so long as a correspondence 
was open and innocent, *1 am not aware that any objection would have been 

made. 
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made. The-natural inference is, that the communications between the Raja sattaka 

and ex-Raja were such as would not bear the light, and even that tliey in- PAPERS, 

volved some designs treacherous to the British Government. I repeat on this Mhiiu ■ 
point what I ventured to observe in my minute of the 15th August 1837, by the Governor, 
“ No man would systematically have broken so capital a part of the treaty, 5 Moy lass. ’ 
“ without some object to justify the risk he incurred.” 

102. But this conclusion is greatly strengthened by the proved conduct of 
the Raja on the apprehension of his minister, Govind Row Dewan. It is 
clearly in evidence, that instantly after that event took place, a number of letters 
received from the ex-Raja were burned, his presents were destroyed, and a 
messenger of his, actually in Sattara, was concealed for six days and then 
sent away privately. It is true, that the immediate agent in these measures 
was Elojee Mohiteh ; but no reason appears why such step should be resorted 
to, if the letters, presents, or messenger, belonged only to a private corres¬ 
pondence between Elojet^ and his near connexion the ex-Raja. No treaty 
forbade Elojee from corresponding at first hand with any chief or ex-chief 
related to his family. Nor could the seizure of the Dewan, a public character, 
inspire Elojee with any alarm in reference to the discovery of such family 
correspondence. The conclusion then scarcely to be resisted is, that a higher 
person than Elojee must have been concerned in these proceedings; and when 
to this strong presumption w? add the positive testimony of Elojee, that the 
Raja commanded him to burn the letters, to destroy the presents, and to send 
away the messenger, 1 cannot but think the fact perfectly established. 

103. The validity of these eonclusions can, in my opinion, be contested 
only on the supposition that the whole of the evidence i% false, and has been 
concerted among the witnesses: a supposition to which I have repeatedly 
adverted in the preceding pages, and which seems to me untenable. I see no 
evidence of concert, to such an extent as the supposition embraces. I think 
that to such an extent it was scarcely possible ; a» far as I can sec traces of 
concert at all, it was in favour of the Raja, not against him ; and the clear 
marks of unwillingness in all the principal witnesses are, to my mind, destruc¬ 
tive of the idea of a general concert on the other side. 

104. Having, then, the general conclusion thus made out, of a prohibited 
and a highly improper, if not an actually treasonous intercourse, held by the 
Raja with the ex-Raja, we arc ne.vt led to take notice of such positive evi¬ 
dence as the case presents, with regard to the precise nature of that inter¬ 
course. Elojee states, that in two several instances, and by two .several mes¬ 
sengers, the Raja sent exhortations to the ex-Raja to join him in schemes for 
the subversion of the British power, and the answer to one of these messages, 
which answer implies the message itself, was brought by Kedaree, and by him 
personally delivered to the Raja ; thus adding his testimony to that of Elojee, 
for the fact of that message having been sent. Again, Abba Marcek says, 
that he heard the Raja deliver to Hurry a message for the ex-Raja, in which 
that person was desired to aid, if he could, the march of a Russian force to 
invade British India. Then Purshotum, who accompanied Hurry to .loud- 
pore, says, that he was on the road told by Hurry that he was charged with 
such a message for the ex-Raja, and when he arrived at .loudpore the ex-Raja 
told him that such a message had been delivered to him by Hurry, and 
charged him* (Purshotum) with the answer for the Raja. Lastly, Abba 
Mareek and Purshotum both state, that Govind Row charged Purshotum with 
a message to the ex-Raja, requesting him to provide twenty or twenty-five 
lacs of rupees, for defraying the expenses of an army which the Goa autho¬ 
rities were to send against the English; while Govind Row, who does not 
admit his having charged Purshotum with such a message, says that Abba 
Mareek had himself done so, and this, as he (Mareek) declared to him, by 
order of the Raja. Besides which, the message is one which could proceed 
from •the Raja alonel I here pass over the message which Elojee states 
himself to have sent by the Raja’s order to Krushna Row; not because I 
disbelieve the statement, but only because it stands on the testimony of a 
single witness. 


105. I do 
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105. I do not say that every part of the evifjence for these three overt acts 
of treasonous communication is of that technically exact sort vrhich the judi¬ 
cial procedure of our own country requires, or that it might not have been 
well to seek further elucidation of the actual nature of the intrigues in ques¬ 
tion. But the actual proof of those three acts having taken place is, in my 
opinion, morally conclusive; and, coupled with the clear indications of con¬ 
scious criminality which mark the whole of the proved intercourse bet\reen 
the Raja and the Bhonsleh, fixes his Highness with a criminal infraction of 
the non-intercourse clause in the treaty of Sattara, and subjects him to the 
penalties by which that clause is guarded. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

24th May 1838. 


, Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

by the Governor, 

26 May 1&38. 26<A Mat) 1838. 

1. In continuation of my remarks on the Sattara ca.se, I now again addre.ss 
the Board. I have already commented on so* much of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans’s report of the 24th November and its enclosures as relates to the 
intrigue with .loudpore, and I had meant, on this occasion, to call the attention 
of my Colleagues to the rest of the report and of those documents. I am 
unwilling, however, to overlook the present discussion. The remaining docu¬ 
ments referred to hre, for the most part, not very conclusive, nor, as the 
evidence now stands, of much importance; I will, therefore, pass them over, 
with the exception of three, which, I think, should not be left unnoticed. 

2. The two first of these are the documents entered by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans as Nos. 6 and 7 of list C., being respectively the answers of Govind 
Row Dewan to certain questions projiosed to him through the .lodge of 
Ahinednugger, and the farther examination of Kooshea, the servant of the 
Dewan. 

3. The Dewan fully confirms the evidence taken by the Sattara Commis¬ 
sion, with regard to the attempts made on the fidelity of the two Native 
officers of the 23d Regiment. Govind Row states, that when he conducted 
the officers to the palace, he was accompanied by his servant Kooshea; 
who also admits that this was the case. Govind Row further names the 
Sepoy, who, after the interview of the officers with the Raja, was sent to con¬ 
duct them out of the town. The Soobadars themselves, it will be recollected, 
deposed to the fact of their having been so conducted ; but the name of the 
Sepoy did not then transpire. 

4. The servant Kooshea also now confirms the fact of Abba Mareek’s 
having entered the room, during the interview between the Soobadars and the 
Dewan at the house of the latter. It will be remembered, how difiicult it 
was, in the first instance, to discover the name of a Purdesee, whom the 
Soobadars described as having so entered, and as having spoken of the cx-Raja 
of Nagpore. 

5. Additional and important light, therefore, is now thrown on that very 
material part of the Sattara case, which may be considered as the consumma¬ 
tion of the Raja’s guilt, namely, the attempted seduction of the Native 
officers. With this exception, however, and with the exception also of so 
much of the statements of Govind Row Dewan as relates to the ,loud[fore 
intrigue, on which 1 have particularly commented in a previous minute, the 
additional evidence of the Dewan seemed tome important; and 1 am inclined 
to agree with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, that he was not very deeply admitted 
in these intrigues. 

6. 1 now come to the most important paper which 1 have on this occasion 
to notice. It is that en^r^d by the Acting Resident as No. 1 of List D. This 

document 
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document bears date on the 6th October 1837, and is alleged to have been 
sent to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans by Appa Sahib, the brother of the Raja; 
nor does Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans seem to have any doubt of its authen¬ 
ticity. 

7. The paper is vaguely written; but it contains one statement, criminatory 
both of the alleged writer and the Raja, which deserves attention. In refer¬ 
ence* to the two agents whom it is understood that the Raja was about to 
depute to England, the writer says : “The Raja gave copies of the treaty and 
“ other papers to Syud Meer and Ibrahim, and instructed them thus; ‘ llepre- 
“ ‘ sent first to the Court of Directors in England. There, should it not be 
“ ‘ effected according to our desires, represent to the King’s durbar. There, 

“ ‘ if it should be decided that we have full powers in our own country, and 
“ ‘ that the Bombay Council should have no' sovereignty over us, it is good; 

“ ‘if not, communicate with the Rooswalla (Russians) and adopt means for their 
“ * army to come demon here.' Having said so, and having prepared a foul draft 
“ of a yad of stipulations to be passed to the Rooswalla, my brother put his 
“ .sign-manual on it, and made me put mine. Had I not put it, he would that 
“ moment have taken my life. 'Out of this fear I put it; and I became fully 
“ persuaded that moment, that by such acts the Raja would not continue.” 

8. The alleged writer takes* credit to himself for having communicated to 
the Sattara Commission the fact, that a letter to the above effect had been 
written by the Raja; and on reference to the 10th paragraph of the Report 
of the Commissioners, it will be seen that such a communication is referred to 
as having been made to them on the authority of the Raja’s brother, although 
the Commissioners, writing at a period when the intrigue had been very par¬ 
tially detected, are disposed to treat the information with incredulity. 

9. I.ieutcnant-Colonel Ovans states, that this singular document was 
brought to him by a confidential agent named Eshwunt Row Foujdar, with 
the declared object of having it transmitted to Government, and that, at the 
time of delivering it, the agent made verbal representations to the same effect 

^ with the contents. The Acting Resident likewise states, that Appa Sahib 
'• does not appear to have been otherwise concerned in the wild designs of the 
Raja, than in the instance to which he thus pleads guilty. 

10. In weighing the claims of this statement to our belief, it is impossible 
not to observe that there are two circumstances which, taken by themselves, 
materially detract from its credit. First, tlic writer acknowledges that 
enmity has long existed between himself and the Raja. “ Day by day,” he 
says, “ the enmity of my brother has been increasing, for he suspects me of 
“ being iir combination wiA the British Government.” Secondly, he antici¬ 
pates the possibility of the Raja’s dethronement, and avowedly aims at suc¬ 
ceeding him. • “If my brother,” he observ'es, “has done any thing wrong, 

“ that it may be forgiven out of mercy, and that the raj be continued firm, is 
“ my only wish. Perhaps, in order not to continue my brother on the raj, 

“ if an arrangement be contemplated, I am. an heir, and I am not concerned 
“ in any improper acts: if my brother has done any, therefore, the British 
“ Government will place me on the throne. I have tliis confidence.” 

11. With such powerful inducements to lead him to the crimination of the 
Raja, the statements of Appa Sahib (for 1 do not doubt that he is the author 
of the document), must be received with considerable reserve. In truth, among 
the numerous witnesses w'hose testimonies stand recorded against the Raja, 
Appa Sahib is the only one who speaks clearly on the side of his own interest. 
In the case of the rest, if any has existed, the presumption from their position 
and circumstances is, that it was a bias in favour of his Highness! The 
brother, actuated by the double motive of ill-usage to resent, and of a throne 
to gain, cannot be considered an impartial witness, 

12. Having stated fairly the considerations which thus tend to discredit the* 
statement of the Prince, it is my duty to point out, with equal candour, the 
circumstances that tell in its favour. Let it be observed, then, that the Prince 
freely criminates himself as well as his brother. True, he extenuaes the act 
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which he confesses; but he must have felt that his confession, even thus qua* 
lified, could not but place him in a situation of very serious hazard. The pre¬ 
sumption. therefore, would seem to be, that some letter of the sort described 
by him was in existence when he wrote, and that it was out of his own power ; 
and, if so, we can hardly suppose that he would commit himself on a false 
allegation of its having been signed by the Raja, which allegation the produc¬ 
tion of the instrument would instantly confute. 

13. If, on the other hand, we suppose that the Raja is here falsely accused, 
then we must hold, either that no instrument of the sort existed, and that Appa 
Sahib’s statement is wholly false, or else that the instrument existed, but, 
together with the Ilaja’s signature, had been forged by the person who refers 
to it. But, on either of these suppositions, why should Appa Sahib accuse 
himself of treason, as well as the llaja ? If he forged the instrument and the 
Raja’s signature to it, why should he gratuitously add his own? If there 
existed no such instrument, and the whole story is a fiction, why should it be 
part of the fiction, that he himself partook in the crime imputed ? He would 
rather have pretended that the Raja had earnestly solicited him to join in the 
treason, but that he had nobly resisted the solicitation. 

14. The more natural supposition, therefore, I repeat, seems to me to be, 
that such an instrument was actually in existence, and that Appa Sahib was 
fearful of its being produced ; and, jf this be the case, then it is difficult to 
believe that he would have committed himself on so bold an averment as that 
the Raja had signed it, unless such averment was true. 

15. On balancing these opposing considerations, I incline to think that there 
is more to be said for the truth than the falsehood of Appa Sahib’s statement. 
But I should not pronounce this opinion decisively, without farther inquiry, 
which, however, 1 am not disposed to recommend. On the contrary, though 
I have thought that the circumstance of our receiving such a statement, from 
such a quarter, was too remarkablo not to be brought forward markedly to the 
notice of the Board, yet it seems to me that there are many objections to our 
giving to the statement a prominent place in the question respecting the Baja’s 
guilt or innocence. I do not say that such a step may not eventually be neces¬ 
sary; and, unless necessary, I cannot regard it as advisable. It is un.seemly 
that the brother of the Raja should occupy a principal station among his accu¬ 
sers ; and the admission of him in that character, under a declared expecta¬ 
tion, on his part, of succeeding to the gadi, which he expects the Raja to 
vacate, might, in the sequel of this extraordinary case, occasion us much 
embarrassment. 

16. With the.se observations I shall for the preseSht dismiss the subject. 

(Signed) .R. Grant. 

2Gth May 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 31rf May 1838. 

1. I proposed concluding the scries of minutes which I have now submitted 
to the Board on the Sattara case with a few remarks ; first, in recapitulation 
of the various intrigues which I conceive to have been proved against the 
Raja of Sattara: secondly, in illustration of the motives and feelings which 
appear to me to have influenced his Highness’s conduct;'or, in other words, 
I shall endeavour to point out the real key of these extraordinary proceedings; 
and thirdly and lastly, I shall submit my opinion as to the final disposal o( 
the case. 

2. On the first of these points I solicit attention to a report from Lieutc- 
nant-Coloirel Ovans, dated 30th November last, containing a summary review 

of 
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4. But the state of things soon altered. The arrest and removal of Govind 
Row Dewan led to important results. His mother, actuated partly by affec¬ 
tion for her son and partly by resentment on finding that he was abandoned by 
the Raja, almost without an effort to save him, and that he was likely to 
become the scapegoat for the transgressions of others far more criminal than 
himself, forwarded by post to this Government a petition,f representing that 
her son was not the only guilty person, denouncing by name the principal 
persons through whom the intrigues of tlie Raja had been conducted, and 
alluding, though in terms rather vague and obscure, to the object and nature 
of those intrigues. In the language of the Government of India,J this docu¬ 
ment displayed “ an air of earnestness and of truth” highly favourable to the 
veracity of its author; and, under the instructions of that authority, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans, who had intermediately succeeded Colonel Lodwick as Resi¬ 
dent at Sattara, was ilirected to inquire into its authenticity, and to ascertain 
the truth or falsehood of the allegations which it contained. 

5. The result has been, that a scries of strange and impracticable, but at 
the same time of seriously formed and systematically conducted machinations 
against the British Government, has been brought home to the Raja, by such 
a mass of separate and independent testimonies as, in my judgment, neither 
his stanchest friends and supporters, nor the most sceptical or charitable 
observer, will be able to withstand. The authenticity of the petition was first 
established. Govind Row Dewan next confessed, and confirmed in almost 
every particular the evidence which had been originally elicited by the Com¬ 
mission, with relation to the attempted seduction of our Native officers. Abba 
Mareek also, one of the persons named in the petition, was then apprehended, 
and confessed that he had been present during one of the interviews between 
the Dewan and the Native officers, a fact which had been elicited by the 
Commissioners, although his name did not then transpire. Thus was com¬ 
pleted the evidence of that deeply criminal act, the detection of which gave 
birth to the present inquiry. Still, however, it stood as a solitary act, and 
some explanation was required of the motives and gradations by which the 
Raja had been led on to such extreme delinquency. 

G. The explanation was soon supplied. The long continued and extensive 
intrigues of the Raja with the authorities at Goa were fully dev moped. These 
were carried on clandestinely for a scries of years, during a period of professed 
amity and confidence, and when no apparent cause of collision or animosity 
had arisen between the two Governments. Their object was, undoubtedly, to 

obtain 

* Vide tlieir report, dated 5tU November 183G. Dated 13th December 1836. 

t Vide Mr. Secretary Muenaghten's letter to tliis Government, dated 23d May 1837. 


3. This important and protracted inquiry originated in the receipt of intelli¬ 
gence, in July 1836, from Colonel Lodwick, then Resident at Sattara, of 
attempts having been made, on the part of the Raja and Govind Row Dewan, 
his minister, to seduce from their allegiance two Native officers and a Ilavildar 
of the 23d Regiment of Native Infantry, then in cantonment at Sattara. A 
Special Commission was immediately assembled for the investigation of this 
serious accusation, which, after a patient and laborious inquiry, unanimously 
came to the conclusion,* that the charge, as far as it went, was fully proved; 
and in this opinion, after much and anxious deliberation, we entirely concurred. 
In the first instance, however, the crime of the Raja seemed inexplicable and 
almost unworthy of belief; for, although the Commissioners obtained some 
slight glimmerings of his having, contrary to treaty, maintained an interdburse 
with foreign states, still these were too faint for conviction ; and the attempt 
to tamper with our troops, viewed as an isolated act, appeared so monstrously 
wild and extravagant, as to induce this Goverivnent to think that, unless some 
more distinct and intelligible act of impropriety could be brought home to the 
Raja, it would not be expedient to adopt extreme measures against his High¬ 
ness. 
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obtain the aid of troops from Europe, for the purpose of expelling the English 
from India, and of re-establishing on its ancient scale of grandeur the Mah- 
ratta empire. I have already commented at such length on the Goa case, that 
I will here be content with merely alluding to the combination and multitude 
of evidence by which it has been established; evidence consecutively and 
independently acquired from different sources, and exhibiting a degree and de¬ 
scription of coincidence and consistency, which the circumstances of the .case 
made it impossible to ascribe to concert and collusion, and which, in fact, 
concert and collusion would be incapable of producing. 

7. Next in order, and in intimate connexion with the proceedings at Goa, 
must be taken the intercourse of the Raja with Moodhojee Bhonsleh, the 
ex-Raja of Nagporc, who has for some years past been residing at Joudpore. 
The existence and the guilty nature of this intercourse have, I conceive, been 
provrtl, by a combination of evidence, certainly not equal in strength and force 
to that obtained in the Goa case, yet sufficient to justify the conclusions I 
have drawn. On this case, too, I have separately ottered, and will not now' 
recapitulate my comments. There is, however, one remark which properly 
belongs to the present summary, and which BHhink material; it is this, that 
whatever is wanting of completeness in the Joudpore case, is fully supplied by 
that of Goa. The vague hopes and prospects which the Raja held out to the 
Bhonsleh, of an anti-Briti-sh war within two or three years, at once became 
intelligible, though not rational, when we hear of his negotiations with Don 
Manoel.* Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans has justly observed that the Goa in¬ 
trigue is the key to all the rest. 

8. Last, I would mention, that the statement, or if it may bo so called, the 
confession of the Raja’s brother, I have elsewhere stated candidly my sen¬ 
timents on this document, in which 1 sec great marks of truth, but which I 
do not think it desirable to press against the Raja. 

9. 1 have myself no doubt, that notwithstanding so much has been elicited 
in elucidation of the Raja’s intrigues, through the indefatigable exertions of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, much still remains concealed and undetected. In 
the evidence collected by this able officer, traces may be discovered leading to 
the conclusion, that the trea.sonable communications of his Highness extended 
to Baroda and to Gwalior, to Soorapoor in the Nizam’s dominions, to Ihum- 
khundy-f- belonging to one of the Putwurdhun family in the Southern Mahratta 
country, and lastly, to the country belonging to the llubshce, situated in 
the immediate vicinity of Bombay. Although I concur generally with the 
Acting Resident in his opinion, that grounds exist for believing “ that at- 
“ tempts were making to form combinations with the chiefs of the above- 
“ mentioned places, which may have been interrupted in consequence of the 
“ seizure of Govind Row Dewan, and the inquiry subsequently instituted at 
“ Sattara;” and that, taking all this into consideration in connexion with 
what has been actually substantiated in the other cases, the existence of these 
supposed communications becomes very probable; still I am free to admit, 
that they have not been absolutely proved, and consequently should not, as 
the case now stands, enter into that body of charges on which the Raja of 
Sattara is to be acquitted or condemned. 

10. The delinquency brought home to the Raja consists, first, of the Goa 
intrigue, and next, that of Joudpore ; but neither even of these, nor both 
together, can be considered as constituting his deepest ott’ence. Ilis great 
crime is that which w-as at once the efl'ect, and in some degree the •consum¬ 
mation of these intrigues : the attempt to seduce our troops from their fidelity. 
I’hat act now stands fully explained, and appears equally without disguise 
and without eAuse. Even when I looked on it as virtually an act of mad¬ 
ness, 

• I take this opportunity of observing, fliat the name of Don Manoel, which some of the wit¬ 
nesses give to this person, is a corruption of his Portuguese appellation, which would be Dorn Ma¬ 
noel ; the Portuguese writing the prefix l)om, and not Dan, like the Spaniards. 

t I beg to refer to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s report of the 27th July 1837, and to the 18sh and 
19th paragraphs of his report of the 24th November last, and to the evidence therein quoted. Vide 
paragraphs 32 and 33 of his rep ’rt of the 30th November. 
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ness, an anomaly rather than a crime, I felt no small degree of misgiving, in 
proposing to visit it with a mild punishment. At present, all my reserves are 
removed ;• and I feel clear that this adoption of one of the worst and wickedest 
of the olfeuces which cost Bajee Row his throne and his liberty, by him whom 
the favour of the British Government exalted on the ruin of that Prince, must 

irresistibly consign him to the same fate. 

• 

11. I deem it, however, of some importance in several views, to endeavour 
to explain the true origin of the infatuated conduct of the Raja. Opinions 
were, and I believe still are, strong and high in his favour, both in this 
country and at home. He was believed to be a most remarkable, and an 
equally interesting, example of a Native Prince attached to British interests 
by the ties of gratitude for favours conferred and confidence in friendship ex¬ 
pected ; or, in the language of the treaty under which he reigns, hq was 
regarded as a striking instance of the beneficial effects resulting from the 
establishment of a Prince, “ who was to hold his territory in subordinate co- 
“ operation with the British Government, and who was to be guided in ^ill 
“ matters by the British Agent accredited to his Court.” None more cordially 
cherished these impressions than myself, and none can more deeply lament 
that a delusion so pleasing has been so completely dispelled. 

12. The real key to the Raja’s conduct did not escape the penetration of the 
Sattara Commission. In the eighth paragraph of their report the Commis¬ 
sioners observe : “ We also learn from the best authority, that at the time the 
“ present Raja was established on the Sattara throne, both himself and his 
“ family entertained the most extravagant ideas of their own consequence, 
“and that their expectations were proportionate, so that, for' a time, the 
“ bounty they experienced was not duly appreciated. (Grant Duff’s History, 
“ vol. 3, paragraph 483). Perhaps, in this passage, a key to his Highness’s 
“ conduct may be found. Time may have weakened the gratitude which he 
“ may once have felt towards the British Government, for having restored him 
“ to liberty and a throne; and, forgetful of what he was and of the source 
“ from which he derived all that he now possesses, he may have been led, by 
“ family pride and a weakened intellect, to think of the much more extensive 
“ kingdom which belonged to his ancestors, and having once nourished the 
“ dangerous thought, he may have been gradually led by the designing men 
“ who now surround him, to entertain false hopes, and with this object may 
“ have commenced by assailing the fidelity of our troops.” 

13. This opinion of the Commissioners has been partially confirmed by our 
subsequent inquiries; but it is only partially. Wliatever may have been the 
gratitude of the Raja in the first instance, yet if, even amidst the glow and 
excitement o/his first elevation, it was-not powerf^ul enough to appreciate the 
favour which he had experienced, it could hardly be expected to do so after¬ 
wards. It could not be expedted to become more ardent and lively in propor¬ 
tion as that glow and excitement had subsided, and when he began to feel 
the restraints and privations inseparable frona a limited and dependant throne. 
In truth, however, it seems in the highest degree doubtful, whether the grateful 
sentiments imputed to his Highness ever had any existence at all, ‘ 

14. Let ns attend to the evidence on thf subject. Even from the mouths 
of the witne.s8es who have been examined as •to the different points in the 
inquiry, a good deal may be learned in regard to the animus of the Raja 
towards the British allies. 

15. Dajeeba, Dufturdar, one of the persons named in Girjibaee’s petition, 
and filling a situation of trust and importance under the Sattara Government, 
States : “ The report heard of is, that the Maharaj was to have the whole raj 
“ (dominions) : instead of which, giving a limited raj, the treaty was con- 
“ eluded. In consequenc&of this there is a dissatisfaction in his mind. Bul- 
“ wunt Row Chitnavees iftntioned this to me in conversation.” 

16. Govind Row Dewan, a witness of undoubted authority, in his reply to 
the twelfth interrogatory put to him by the Judge of Ahmednugger, states: 
“ I can conceive no other reason for his Highness having meditated bostili- 
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“ ties against the British Government, than a desire to regain the extensive 
“ sovereignty enjoyed by Sevajee,- accounts of whose feats and dominion the 
'' Chitnavees Bulwunt Row was constantly recounting to him, renArking at 
“ the same time, that he ought still to be in the enjoyment of them. I suspect 
“ him and the Senaputtee to be the principal advisers ; yet his Highness does 
“ not allow himself to be often guided by others.” 

17. Hesey Sewram Bandery, another witness, states: “ Between the CJom- 
“pany’s Government and the Maharaj Sircar friendship existed. During the 
“ last five or six years a contrary course has begun to appear on the part of the 
“ Maharaj. Upon making an inquiry as to the cause of this, it appeared that 
“ the Raja and the Chitnavees, and other mundullee, having entertained a 
“ wish that the raj (dominions) -should be extended, they opened a communi- 
“ cation with foreign parts. The Chitnavees prepared a bukkur, or a memoir, 
“for the purpose of negotiating with the British Government: on this the 
“ seal of the Maharaj Sircar is attached and my name ; Ramchunder Shastry’s 
“ apd Babajee Ramchundcr’s is attached as witnesses. In consequence of 
“ that bukkur I was fully convinced that what I used to hear was true.” 

18. We have, however, a far more unexceptionable witness than either of 
the above on this part of the case. Dr. Milne, the professed and accredited 
advocate of the Raja, has himself afforded the most decisive testimony in 
regard to the inward workings of his Highness’s mind, from the day on which 
he was released from confinement on the field of battle by the army under 
General Smith, and from the period when he was seated on his throne by Mr. 
Elphinstone. This is contained in two letters, dated the 15th .January and 
10th February last, addressed by Dr. Milne to Mr. Secretary Macnaghten, and 
to which, as well as to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s comments on them con¬ 
tained in his letters of the 1st Febrirary, and IGth March last, I now solicit 
the earnest attention of the Board. 

ly. With the address from Dr. Milne of the 15th January is forwarded 
what is designated an “ Historical Sketch,” composed by Bulwunt Row Chit¬ 
navees, the whole scope and tendency of which is to shew', that the British 
Government committed a flagrant breach of faith towards the Raja in the 
arrangements adopted on the overthrow of the Peishwa and the conquest of 
the Deccan. The whole of this remarkable document is well worthy the con¬ 
sideration of those by whom this case must ultimately be decided ; but 1 shall 
content myself with noting those parts only, which more particularly bear on 
the point immediately at issue. 

20. In this sketch it is made to appear, that, previously to the Peishwa’s 
downfall a secret understanding existed between the Raja and Mr. Elphin¬ 
stone, that the former should be restored to the whole of the dominions pos¬ 
sessed by his ancestors, when the Raja was released from confinement by 
General Smith’s army. Th-at gallant officer, at his first interview with his 
Highness, is made to .say: “ The whole of the empire will follow the Maharaj ; 
“ now there is no apprehension or doubt. The throne is with the Maharaj.” 
The defeat of the Peishwa’s army is attributed to the Raja’s having come over 
to us, and his Highness is stated to have ordered a salute to be fired in honour 
of our victorious army. Ilis coming over to us is represented to have been the 
effect of a preconcerted arraagement with Mr. Elphinstone under a secret 
engagement that his Highness should obtain the empire. A Mr. Billamore is 
rt^presented to have said: “ This vast empire is the possession of the Maharaj:” 
and by this means we are told that the Raja began to receive nuzzerana* from 
every village according to former rule. The raising of the Raja’s standard 
under-a salute is referred to, and at an interview which afterwards followed, 
General Smith is made to declare, “ His Highness the Maharaj will administer 
“ his empire, and we will expel Bajee Row from his residence in the country. 
“ Hjs Highness is the owner of the empire. His I||jghness will go to Sattara, 
“ sit on the throne, and administer the Government. His Highness will have 
“ no apprehension of Bajee Row any more, and Bajee Row will not be per- 

“ mitted 

* This is the usual recognition in India of sovereign power. 
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22. The Raja’s expectations are, however, more vividly expressed in the 
following communication imputed to Captain Grant Duff, the officer who was 
our first Resident after the establishment of the Sattara Government. “ He 
“.(Captain Grant) stated, it is in the mind of Mr. Elphinstonc, after the con- 
“ quest of the forts of Kilfa and Kummulgur, to place the following countries 
“ under the Raja’s authority; that is, from the mountain Syadry to this side 
“ of the River Neera, towards the bank of the River Bheema, and thence 
“ towards the junction of the rivers of Kristna and Bheema. We have written 
“ to the Marquis of Hastings, the Governor General of India ; besides this, 
“ we w'ill act conformably to our promise. If we were to give all the forts 
“ into your possession there would be risk, as the dispute is not yet settled ; 
“ therefore we will maintain the defence of all the forts and raise the neshan 
“ (standard) of his Highness the Maharaj.” To this his Highness is stated to 
have replied, “ You speak now beyond former agreement, so that, with its 
“ recollection, write to the Governor General of India^ and also tell Mr. Russell 
“ to speak thus.” 

23. In several passages of the “ Sketch,” the Raja is represented to have 
been made use of in conquering the Peishwa’s possessions, and more especially 
in the capture of the fort of Wassota, in which his family were imprisoned. 
In regard to an addre.ss which, from the context, appears to refer to the pro¬ 
clamation under which the Ra ja was established on the throne, his Highness 
is represented to have objected to one article, setting forth “ that he had been 
“ liberated from his confinement imposed by the Peishwa, and had been 
“ crownedand to have remarked, that he had been crowned for a long time, 
and that it was not true that he was to be reinstated on the throne, but that he 
himself had joined the cause of the English ; and he concluded by remarking 
“ What is this that you now state, contrary to the terms of our friendship?” 

24. In the above passages the germs of the ambition which possesses thi.s 
unhappy Prince seem unfolded to our view. The sentiment appears to have 
increased with years, and ultimat^y to have betrayed him into the insane pro¬ 
jects which at length, stand unmasked. 1 beg here to quote and to adopt the 
following opinions and remarks of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, in his despatch 
of the 1st of February last. This “ Historical Sketch” is an important docu¬ 
ment, and fully bears out what is stated by the difterent witnesses, as to the 
idea entertained by the Raja and instill^ into his Highness’s mind by the 
Chitnavees, as to a more ample sovereignty. The plain meaning of this memoir 
appears to be, that a secret intrigue was carried on with the British Govern¬ 
ment, by means of the Chitnavees, both before and after our rupture with the 
Peishwa, having for its object the placing the whole of the empire in tlie 
hands of the Raja ; that, on the faith of this, his Highness deserted the Peishwa 
and joined our camp; and that our engagements were afterwards violated, 
and only a limited sovereignty conferred upon him. That such an idea had 
taken possession of the Raja’s mind from the beginning is pretty clear : it is 
alluded to by Captain Gi;gnt in the passage of his history quoted by the Com¬ 
mission. Difficulties also were started, even at the formation of the treaty, as 
alluded to by Captain Grant in his letter to Mr. Elphinstone, under date the 
30th September 1819; and Colonel Briggs, in a report to Government, dated 
the 1st January 1827, refers to this ambitious feeling as likely to be the Raja's 


“ mitted to enter the kin^om* nor will the empire be ever ceded to any other 
“ than his Highness the Maharaj.” 

21, At his first interview with Mr. Elphinstone, the Raja is said to have 
observed, in reply to some complimentary expressions, “ The stipulations 

were executed through the hand of the Chitnavees, and he has a confiden- 
“ tial promise from you, which I hope you will abide by according to law, I 
“ have my confidence in you, and on this account I have left every one and 
“ every thing, and become confederated with you: now you should keep your 
“ promise.” Mr. Elphinstone’s alleged reply is vaguely given; but he is said 
to have remarked, that “ a proclamation had been preparedwhich proclama¬ 
tion was, on a subsequent occasion, read to the Raja by Ballajee Punt 
Natoo. 
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ruin, in these remarkable and prophetic words : “ He is, however, tenacious 
“ of his prerogative, and wilt every day more and more resent our control. He 
“ has been lately flattered by those around him into an erroneous estimate of 
“ his own importance, and he has already evinced a strong inclination to ex- 
“ tend his connections beyond the limits prescribed by treaty. It will be for- 
“ tunate, perhaps, for his Highness, if events afibrd this Government an early 
“ opportunity to give him timely warning of the danger he is incurring, *or I 
“ should be very apprehensive that he may succeed in involving himself in 
“ secret communications with those who may, at some future period, provoke 
“ the resentment of Government, when it is likely a development of a system of 
“ intrigues with his Highness may take place, which wilt altogether shake our con- 
"Jidence and may lead to his ultimate ruin." 

25. The memoir is declared to have been “ executed by the command of’ 
his Highness,” and we have therefore, as Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans justly 
observes, an open avowal, that from the first his Highness was discontented 
with the limited country conferred upon him, and that disappointed ambition, 
inflamed by the insidious and dangerous counsels of his advisers, particularly 
Buiwunt Row Chitnavees, has led liim to forget all that he owed to the British 
Government. “ It ought not also to be forgotten,” the Acting Resident adds, 
“ that this charge of broken faith against the British Government, and the 
“ restoration of the sovereignty of the countries ruled by the former Peishwa, 
“ constitutes the basis of the transactions with the Goa authorities.” 

26. Buiwunt Row Chitnavees gives the following account of the Histo¬ 
rical Sketch: “ The bukkur (memoir) written has been sealed and witnessed 
" as deposed to, by Kascy Seoram. The Maharaj related the circumstances 
“ which occurred before and after he came into the camp of the British Go- 
“ vernment. He caused a rough draft to be made that was copied out fair, 
“ and the Maharaj had it sealed and witnessed, and our ca.se stands thus : to 
“ speak this to the Sahib it was made. It is with the Maharaj.”—(F/V/ehis 
examination, enclosure No. 4 of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s report to Govern¬ 
ment of the 6th September 1837.) 

27. In his letter to Mr. Macuaghten of the 10th February, Dr. Milne pro¬ 
ceeds yet farther. He presumes to reflect on the conduct of the British Au¬ 
thorities in India, at the period of our first interference in the affairs of the 
Poona state, for having aided in restoring the authority of the late Peishwa, 
which, he says, “ led them to commit unknowingly a great act of injustice to 
“ the supreme head of the Mahratta empire, by acknowledging the inde- 
“ pendcnce of the Peishwa, but who, in fact, was only the minister of the Raja 
“ of Sattara, whose authority he never before presumed to question, until he 
“ conceived the idea of independence from being supported by the British.” 
This strenuous advocate then refers to the Historical Sketch, to which I have 
already alluded, for the desire of Mr. Elphinstone “ to afford every repara- 
“ tiou ” for the injury which the Raja hacf* sustained, I have no words to 
express my astonishment at the utter disregard (for it scarcely could be ig¬ 
norance) which this allegation bespeaks of some of the most notorious facts in 
Indian history. The merest tyro cannot require to be informed, that long 
antecedently to our connexion with the Poona state, the Peishwas had become 
de. facto, if not dejure, the chief lords of the Government, retaining in close 
custody, as political puppets, the descendants of Sevajee, and that it was 
precisely from this condition that the present Raja of Sattara was released, 
after the defeat of the Peishwa on the field of Ashtee. For some very able 
comments on Dr. Milne’s gratuitous assumptions, I beg to refer to the sixth, 
seventh, eighth, and ninth paragraphs of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter of 
the 6th‘ March. 

28. The enclosure to Dr. Milne’s letter, however, is deserving of a.brief 
remark. This he designates as “ an important state document,” and it is 
styled, “ a detailed account of the sovereignty of tlie Government of Sattara, 

“ and of the comments of the ruling power since the time of his Highness the 
“ late Sevajee Maharaj Chutraputtee, extracted and selected, for the satis- 
“ laction of the British Government, under the authority of the present Raja 

of 
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1st. An account of former plots against the Raja. Mi^tc 

2d. The confinement of his people. bytheGovemc 

3d. The concessions now required to be made to him. 31 May 1838 


4th. The authority formerly possessed by his Higlmess and by his ancestors. 

5th. The pledge made by Mr. Elphinstone to restiye to his Highness the 
Government of his ancestors. 

29. It is with the two last of these points that I have principally to deal. 
In regard to the first it may be observed, that the fact of false accusations 
having at various times been jircferred against the Raja, cannot affect the 
merits of the pre.sent case, ^'bcy inculcate caution and discretion in the 
consideration of questions of tliis nature, and the necessity of sifting and well 
weighing the evidence by which they are supported. It is however remark¬ 
able, that among the alleged instances of fal.se accusation adduced by the 
Raja, his intrigues with tlie Goa authorities are included, and these have now 
been incontestably established. 

30. With regard to the second point* it may be observed, that no unne¬ 
cessary severity has been exercised in the cases referred to, and tliat every 
indulgence has been shewn to the persons in question, compatible with their 
safe custody, and with due security against their being tamjjered with. I 
have elsewhere alluded to the great difficulties under which these inquiries 
have been prosecuted, and which must continue in full force so long as the 
authority of the Raja remains, and his ample resources can be applied to the 
purposes of corruption. In the 24th paragraph of his report of the 30th 
November, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans observes : “ It must, I think, be evi- 
“ dent, that an inquiry carried on, as this has. been, in a foreign country, 
“ against the Sovereign of that country himself, vested in his own person with 
“ despotic powers, as.also with unbounded means at his di.sposaI, and un- 
“ fettered by law or in any other manner in the exercise of his authority, 
“ must have very formidable obstacles to contend against, and full allowances 
“ must be made in weighing any evidence obtained under such circum- 
“ stances.” 

31. In regard to the third point, I shall only refer to the sixteenth para¬ 
graph of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s report of the (ith of March last, for a 
list of the demands which the Raja does not hesitate to make on the British 
Government. Most of these would be inadrais.siblc at anytime; but at a 
period when, by repeated, even treasonous breaches of treaty on the part of 
his Highness, the alliance between the two states must be regarded as vir¬ 
tually dissolved, they .seem truly preposterous, 1 can, however, very well 
understand the tactics of his Highness's advocates, in thus endeavouring to 
assume the position of an injured and complaining party. 

32. In elucidation of the fourth and fifth points, I beg to make .some quo¬ 
tations from the document itself. It commences with an assertion which 
every one must know to be false, namely, that, in consequence of a treaty 
with the Raja, the English Government were enabled to obtain a complete 
victory. It is matter of history, that the Raja was proclaimed on the lith 
February 1818, hud that no treaty was concluded with him until September 
1819. Next succeeds a series of documents, the first being dated as far back 
as the 4th April 1775, apparently to prove, what no one disputes, that former 
Peishwas exercised the powers they had usurped in the name and authority 
of the representative of Sevajee. The Raja then states (for it must be liorue 
in mind that the document purports to proceed from himself), that alter the 
British Government bad formed an alliance with Bajec Row, an agent was 
deputed to the Governor General at Delhi, to solicit that the management of 
the country might be made over to the Raja, and was informed that tlie re¬ 
quest could not be acceded to until the existing trc'jgy had been violated, when 

his 

* On this head the SOth and 21st paragra|>hs of the Acting Resident's letter of the 6th March 
last may be referred to. 
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31 May 1838. sented to have been satisfied “ of the supreme power of his Highness over the 
“ chieftain, as the Peishwa pretended to be independent of his Higliness,” 
and to have proiiii.sed that, in case the Peishwa violated the treaty or levied 
war, “ then his Highness the Maharaj should be confident of his word, which 
“ he had just pledged, for the restoration of his Government,” requesting that 
this promise iniglit not transpire. In conclusion, the Raja states, that the 
Peishwa, after his defeat at Kirkee and retreat from Poona, requested his (the 
Raja’s) sanction to commence hostilities against the English, “ but that, in 
“ consequence of Mr. Eiphinstone’s pledge, the Raja rejected all these over- 
“ turcs, as well as others of a similar nature which he received from the Raja 
“ of Nagporc.” The anachronism in this statement is suflicient evidence of 
its falsity. 

I do not deem it requsite to notice the calumnious attack on the cha¬ 
racter and proceedings of this Government, and on those of its officers, con¬ 
tained in I)r. Milne’s addresses to Mr. Macnaghten of the 15th of .January 
and 10th of February, or Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s remarks in refutation of 
them. I shall hereafter have an opportunity of commenting on tl>e unjusti¬ 
fiable proceedings of this gentleman, wlien I submit to the Hoard his corres¬ 
pondence with the Raja, which has lately been obtained by the Acting Resi¬ 
dent. 1 think it right, however, to call attention to the character assigned to 
Bulwimt Row Chitnavees, the author of the Historical Sketch, in the 14th, 
15th, and 16th paragraphs of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter of,the 1st of 
February, and to the 17th and 18th paragraphs of the same letter, for a refu¬ 
tation of the attack made by the ex-President of the Medical Board on the 
character of Ballajee Punt Natoo. 

34. Neither do I conceive it necessary to offer any reply to the accusation 
of breach of faith contained in the bukkur, or Historical Sketch, and repeated 
in the important state document prejjared by the Raja against the British 
Government generally, and against Mr. Elphinstonc in particular, otherwise 
1 should refer to the statenient of Ballajee Punt Natoo, himself an actor in 
many of the important events and transactions that preceded and followed the 
downfall of the Peishwa in 1817-18, which forms an accompaniment to Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel Ovans’s letter of the 1st February.* We are, indeed, much 
indebted to Dr. Milne, for having thus unintentionally aided the cause of truth 
in this instance, and for having thrown .so much additional light on a ca.se 
which, at first, was so mysterious and inexplicable. The chief use of the 
documents he has furnished (and, in this point of view, they are invaluable), 
is, that they completely di.sclose what were the real feelings of the Raja 
towards the British Government, at the very period when we imagined that 
we were conferring upon him the most important benefits. Having now ascer¬ 
tained, beyond a doubt, that discontent and dissatisfaction then predominated 
in the minrl of his Highness, we can easily conceive how this feeling has gra¬ 
dually ripened into the most rancorous hostility, and under the conspiring 
influence of extravagant, if not superstitious impressions of. his own dignity 
and destinies, has led him, step by step, into the unhappy predicament in 
which he is now placed. 

35. I now proceed to the third and last head into which I have divided this 
minute, or to .submit ray opinion respecting the manner in which the Sattara 
case should be finally dispo.sed of. 

36. In the first instance, I beg to refer to my minute dated the .30th January 
1837, as containing my sentiments regarding how the case should have been 
then "disposed of, on the ^evidence which had been elicited by the Sattara 

commission, 

* The 8th, 9tli, lOtli, llth, 12th. 1.3th, and 14lli paragraphs of his letter of the 0th March con¬ 
tain some \ory sensible remarks on the actual condition of the Raja when in the hands of the Peishwa, 
and at the period of his re-establishment on the Sattara throne by the British Government. 
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commission, and which was almost exclusively confined to the attempt of the 
Raja on the fidelity of the Native officers of the 23d regiment of Native 
infantry. The sentiments met with the unanimous concurrence of the Board 
as it was then composed. 

37. I am happy that I took the view contained in that document, because 
it ednveys abundant proof, if any be required, that this Government possesses 
no w’ish for territorial aggrandizement, nor feels any inclination to deal harshly 
with the Raja. On the contrary, I conceive that, if any objection can be 
urged against the measures there proposed, it must refer to their leniency, 
rather thatj to their .severity. We certainly thought tliat some penalties should 
be imposed on the Raja for the offence of which we conceived him guilty, but 
wc desired to temper justice with mercy, which was perhaps carried to an 
extreme. 

38. In the 43d paragraph of that minute, however, I expressed myself 
doubtful of finding my views supported by the Government of India. That 
doubt was in tlie sequel verified, in a letter from Mr. Secretary Macnaghten, 
dated 22d May 1837. The sentiments of the Government of India were thus 
expressed :—“ The Governor General in Council cannot agree with the Bom- 
“ bay Government, that it is expedient to adopt a middle cour.se in this case. 
“ I’he Report of the Commissioners convicts the Raja of an attempt to corrupt 
“ the fidelity of our troops, and of plotting the subversion of our rule, and if 
“ he is guilty, he is guilty of an offence with which there should be no cojn- 
“ jnomise; nor can his Lordship in Council admit the principle, that in a 
“ case like the present, the British Government should, from fear of imputations 
“ on the purity of its motives, refrain from the plain course of resuming terri- 
“ tories and power, when those who have been entrusted wdth them are using 
“ them for its destruction. In such a case, his Lordship in Council is of opi- 
“ nion that the treason should recoil upon those who contrived it, and should 
“ be made, at the .same time, a source of additional strength to the British 
“ Government.” The Government of India then proceeded to state, that their 
first inipres.sion was, in the event of the Raja’s being finally pronounced guilty, 
and on the supposition that his nearest connexion and the greater part of his 
Court were innocent and unconscious of his supposed designs, to set him aside, 
and put his brother, or other best qualified member of his family, in his stead, 
taking care to reduce his military force, and to provide for the support of a 
body of horse under British officers from the Sattara resources. As, however, 
the papers which wc had intermediately forwarded had shaken their confi¬ 
dence in the supposed innocence of the Raja’s brother, and of others who had 
exercised an influence in the Sattara Government, if on inquiry it should 
a[)pear that the whole of the Raja’s family were implicated in treasonable 
designs, then his Lordship in Council informed us, that he would not hesitate 
to jccommend that they be altogether set aside, and the territories annexed 
to the British territory. 

39. I have no doubt that, by many, the views propounded in Mr. Mac- 
naghten’s letter ofthe22d May last, will be considered sound and statesman¬ 
like, even on the supposition that the case stood exactly in the position which 
it occupied when I wrote my minute of the 30th .lanuary 1837. Possibly I 
was too indulgent, too anxious to .spare the guilty, too fearful of misconstruc¬ 
tion. No offence can be more unpardonable in a Native ally, than that of 
attempting to seduce our troops; for, if once we arc di.sarmcd, our empire 
is gone. 

40. In the minute quoted, however, I expressly reserved myself for another 
sort of case than that which I was then considering, anil, indeed, for the case 
which has actually arisen. In the 3d paragraj)h I observed: “ In delivering 
“ my sentiments, therefore, on the present subject, 1 must beg that they may 
“ be considered dependant on the result of our recent reference to the Govern- 
“ ment of Agra ; for, if it shall hereafter be established that the Raja has held 
“ W'ith the ex-Raja of Nagpore communications of a hostile and treacherous 
“ nature against the British Government, a case for exemplary punishment 
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41 . In my minute, again, of the 15th August 1837, adverting to the final 
disposal of the case, I observed as follows : “ If the case still stood, in point 
“ of evidence, where it did when we recommended to the Government of 
“ India a moderate and middle course in the punishment of the Raja, I should 
" have ventured to defend that advice, notwithstanding the dissent of the 
“ Government of India ; and I firmly believe, that the Home Authorities, had 
“ they been consulted, would have acceded to our opinion, subject to the 
** question, whether any, the least, attempt to seduce our Native troops from 
“ their loyalty ought not to be considered an unpardonable offence. Our case 
“ against the Raja was not at that time a very strong one. The evidence, 
“ though satisfactory to us, was such as might be questioned without any 
“ obstinate incredulity. The offence, though great, might be regarded as the 
“ fruit of some casual and momentary aberration, aided perhaps by some mis- 
“ management on the part of the British Government or its agents. At 
“ present, the matter exhibits a greatly altered appearance. Such a mass of 
“ proof has been obtained, and there is every reason to expect still further 
“ additions to it, as must, I think, convince the most hardened unbeliever. 
“ And in what light does the offender appear ? For years, during which he 
” has been the petted child of the Company, the object of their constant 
“ indulgence, the theme of their ardent applause, and during which he has, in 
“ fact, maintained a semblance of the utmost cordiality with the British 
“ Authorities in contact with him, without even the pretext of a grievance, he 
“ has been cherishing the most treasonous projects against those who raised 
“ him from a prison to a throne.” 

42. When, however, I recorded these remarks, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s 
reports, commencing with that dated the 11th November last, had not reached 
us; and 1 need scarcely say, how greatly my opinions have been strengthened 
and confirmed, by the mass of additional proofs against the Raja which accom¬ 
panied these reports. Every ingredient in the ca.se which, in .lanuary 1837, 
induced me to advi.se a middle course, has now disappeared or become neu¬ 
tralized. The attempted .seduction of our troops, that ofience “ with which 

there .should be no compromise,” appears in its most aggravated form ; and 
1 very decidedly, though with great pain, subscribe to the opinion of the 
Government of India, that “ the treason should revert upon those who con- 
“ trived it, and should be made, at the same time, a source of additional 
“ .strength to the British Government.” 

43. 1 am aware that the Government of India have since expressed altered 
views of the case, and have thought that we were pressing our inquiries to a 
length tedious, profitless, and fraught with inconvenience. On this point I 
will not dwell. I believe that we may have injured the case, though with the 
best intentions, by presenting to that Govtirnment the evidence exactly as it 
reached our own hands (1 mean in a piecemeal and disjointed state), and I 
feel no doubt that, when his Lordship in Council shall have studied the entire 
case with all the additional evidence now attached to it, and in the digested 
form to w'hich it has been reduced, he will agree with us, that it is one to 
which the jmnciples above cited from the letter of the 22d May 1837, princi¬ 
ples which I do not understand him to have abandoned for a moment, precisely 
and emphatically apply. 

44. There is, however, one gloss attempted to be put on the Raja’s conduct, 

by persons who nevertheless admit the facts proved against him, or many of 
them, which this may be the best place to notice. They allege that, what¬ 
ever his Highness may have done, he never had any serious intention of 
breaking with his British friends. Having few objects to interest or amuse 
liini, he got up a sort of intrigue with Goa, which he did not regard as leading 
to any real results, but which served to divert some of his leisure hours, and 
gave iiim consequence in the eyes of his attendants. • ftS,'.- 

45. This explanation may, perhaps, satisfy those who are content with a 
superficial view of the case. I will not take the trouble to .study the facts in 

evidence. 
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evidence, bnt I see no traces of it in the papers. A number of persons were 
employed in the missions which, during a period of ten years, the Raja deputed 
to Goa and other places; but not one of these seems to have suspected that 
he was a mere puppet, set in motion for the diversion of his master. Nearly 
forty witnesses, I think, have been examined, most of whom were more or 
less concerned in the missions alluded to; but all these, whether they confess 
or deny their connection with the intrigue, treat it as a proceeding of the most 
setious kind. The Raja himself, and his advocate. Dr. Milne, never for a 
moment intimate that we arc mistaking jest for earnest, and magnifying an 
amusement into a crime. They assert the charge to be a foul calumny, 

engendered bjr revenge and malice, and sustained by falsehood and perjury. 

• 

4(5. What marks of seriousness, short of actual rebellion, could an intrigue 
exhibit, which are not to be found in the proceedings under consideration 1 
Was it for the conduct of a dull and expensive joke that the Svvamee of Sunk- 
eshwur recommended Nago Dcorao to the service of his friend, the Raja? 
Was it in the character of actors in a foolish farce that the whole of the mun- 
dullcc were salaried by the Raja, at high rates, for several years together? 
Was it in the ])roniotion of a court-amusement that his Highness spent 30,000 
rupees, which are entered in the bankers’ books as expended on the Goa 
affair, most part of the sum being credited under a false name ? When Don 
Manocl deputed his agent Ilerculano to Sattara, was it merely for the pur¬ 
pose of pleasing his Highness with a dramatic representation ? When Nago 
Dcorao, on his death-bed, exhorted the mundullee to be zealous and active, 
and jjiedicted, in that case, the success of their cause, was this dying scene 
a part of the interlude, or w'as it in reward for his services as a jester, that 
he solemnly implored the Raja to befriend his children and relations ? Above 
all, was it a part of the divertiseraent, when the Raja received into his palace, 
at night, and in disguise, two officers of the British army, and made his ac¬ 
knowledgments to them for their intended perfidy to their colours, and en¬ 
joined them, on a certain concerted signal from his- Highness, to throw off 
their allegiance and join him in open rebellion ? This, it will at least be 
allowed, was carrying the jest somewhat far. To play at treason is a danger¬ 
ous sport; and I am much inclined to believe, that a state which consents 
to laiigii at such jests as these, will quickly be in a situation to justify the 
utmost derision of its enemies. 

47. The argument which I have, as I trust, answered, is based on the idea, 
that tlic plots of the Raja were too contemptible to be treated otherwise than 
with ridicule. There is another, which makes a somewhat difterent use of 
the same materials. We are told that the Raja, at the worst, is an enemy too 
insignificant to be punished; that the very schemes which this case discloses 
prove him incapable of giving us real trouble, and that we should, therefore, 
seize the occasion of treating him with a magnanimity which can involve us 
in no danger. I must, w’ith all deference, dissent from every proposition 
which this reason includes or implies. The argument is, that his Highness is 
powerless to injure us, and therefore should be forgiven for the attem|>t. I 
beg leave to deny both the truth of the premises and the justness of the con¬ 
clusion. 

48. 1 deny, in the first place, the justness of the conclusion, even supposing 
the premises admissible. The object of punishment, I need not say, is not to 
inflict expiatory pain on the offender, but to deter others from committing a 
like offence. That end, however, will be totally sacrificed, if the malignant 
enmity with which the Ruler of Sattara has, for a long course of years, been 
plotting our destruction-, is passed over with a slight reprimand, merely be¬ 
cause his power to do harm is not commensurate with his will. Situated as 
we are in India, wc can scarcely look for a hearty and disinterested friendship 
from those Native allies and tributaries whom our Government at once pro¬ 
tects, restricts, and overshades. From none of them, indeed, had we,so clear 
a right to expect it as from the Sattara Raja, and the value of such an expec¬ 
tation is now fully c.vposcd. Our best hope is in the feelings of prudence 
and self-interest which the position and circumstances of those princes must 
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dictate to them; but these supports we throw away, if we read to them such 
an inverted lesson as would be aflbrded by our forgiveness of the Sattara Raja, 
after the criminal conduct of which he has been convicted. Any one of them, 
henceforth, who is instigated by fancied wrongs, or ambitious passion, to con¬ 
spire against us, will surely yield to the temptation, a.ssuring himself that 
his machinations, if dexterous and able, will be rewarded by success, and if 
weak and abortive, will be passed over with impunity. 

49. But I deny, farther, the truth of the premises from which this conse¬ 
quence is deduced. Daily we hear asserted the precariousness, at the best, 
of our Indian empire. It is represented as a government of the sword ; an 
edifice built on a shifting sand ; a fort constructed on the bed of a mine. If 
there be any meaning at all in such representations, they must imply that, 
under contingencies which can neither be foreseen nor averted, our government 
in this country may be subjected to the most imminent hazards, by causes in 
themselves quite trivial and in.significant. The removal of a few grains of dust 
may cause the building to colla]>.se ; the fall of a single spark may blow the 
fortress into the air. We should be acting a highly weak and absurd part, if 
a sense of our insecurity were to induce us to listen with eager avidity to every 
tale of alarm which malice or jealousy may fabricate ; but where plots, how¬ 
ever impracticable, are actually proved to have been formed, we are not at 
liberty to neglect them, either in the view of defence or of example. Let it 
be recollected, that our safety entirely depends, tinder Providence, on our own 
caution, firmness, and promptitude. 

50. The Raja of Sattara is feeble as a statesman, and his talents for 
intrigue may be contemptible ; yet a conjecture is po.ssible, in which his power 
to injure us would be great. Let us suppose, for example, that one t)f his 
criminal speculations were realized, and that an army of continental Kiiropcans 
were on our northern frontier. It might, in that case, make the most serious 
difference, whether the compact territory of Sattara, occupying as it does the 
heart of the Deccan, and traversed by .some of the principal lines of communi¬ 
cation between different portions of our territories, was in our own hands, or 
in those of a secret but determined enemy. I pause not to consider for what 
good purpo.se such an arrangement of things is to be maintained, or to what 
extent the object originally aimed at by the creation of this subordinate power, 
which was that of conciliating the Mahratta race, is likely to be an.swered, when 
the very instrument of conciliation is our bitter foe ; but I may be allowed to 
ask, whether, as rulers of India, our means are so great, our expenses so light, 
and our task so easy, that we can afibrd gratuitously to add to our difficulties, 
by entrusting a considerable portion of the resources, on which we ought to 
be able to rely, to the keeping of conl'essed traitors, and to comfort ourselves 
with the reflection that their treachery is neutralized by their imbecility ? 

51. I have considered, on general rather than on particular grounds, what 
should be the final disposal of this case, supposing always that the guilt of the 
Raja is thought to be established. For the considerations that more particu¬ 
larly attach to it as an individual case, I beg to refer to the Reports of Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel Ovans. I would specially mention his report of 30th November 
1837, paragraphs 48-59; his report of the Gth March la.st, paragraphs 15-19; 
and finally, his report of the 17th January last, containing a condensed sum¬ 
mary of the evidence against the Raja, prepared expressly for the purpose of 
being submitted to his Highness when he shall be put on his defence. Time 
presses so much, that 1 am not able either to abridge or to comment on the 
remarks of the Acting Resident. Perhaps this is fortunate, as I might not do 
justice to his views, distinguished as they are by the same sound sense and 
judgment, and also by the same honesty and firmness of purpose, which have 
throughout characterized his proceedings in the arduous and trying situation 
in which he has been placed. 

52. I.perfectly agree with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans when he argues, that 
this is not a case that ean be disposed of by admonition or reprimand, or by 
attempting to attach, or re-attach, the Raja to the British connection by mea¬ 
sures of lenity and forgiveness. His Highness, it will be observed, exhibits 
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no symptoms of contrition. At one time it was believed that he meditated a 
confession of his fault; but from this, perhaps his most sensible course, he is 
said to have been directed by his Bombay advisers. Whatever may be the 
couijisels that sway him, he has assumed the position, not of repentant guilt, 
but of traduced and oppressed innocence. He loudly demands redress for 
the suspicions and humiliations that he has undergone, and vengeance against 
the accusers who have caused his wrongs. Not only so, but he has seized, as 
I before observed, this occasion, to marshal in array what he alleges to have 
been the grievances originally sustained by him at our hands, and he calls for 
reparation and indemnity. Under these circumstances, what ground does the 
case present on which an amicable adjustment can be made ? To talk of 
showing him mercy will, on his principle, be to add gross insult to grievous 
injury. He will .say, “ I have done nothing to call for lenity. I am unjustly 
“ {iccuscd, and even pronounced guilty, of crimes which never entered rny 
“ imagination ; make compensation to me for this unheard-of persecution. I 
“ want redress, not pardon. Declare me innocent by proclamation. Confess 
“ that I have been cruelly Avronged. ('ede me territory; cede me my just 
“ claims over the Jagheerdars. Deliver up to me my false and base accusers, 
“ that I may deal with them according to their deserts." Such would, un¬ 
doubtedly, be the language of liis Highness; and T own that, if we lay our- 
.sclvesopeii to it, I see not how it can possibly be answered. There is but one 
cour.se that we can consistently pursue, if we deny him to be innocent; it is, 
to deal with him as a criminal. 

53. It will be asked, however, whether he is to be condemned Avithout the 
opportunity of defending himself. The llaja has not been told of the evidence 
taken by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, and undoubtedly has a right to be heard 
in his own vindication. I have never meant otherAvi.se, although I do not think 
that he will vindicate himself successfully. In my minute of the 15th August 
18rJ7, “ I am I'arther strongly of opinion, that before the case is conclusively 
“ disposed of, the Raja should be made acquainted with the fresh evidence 
“ Avhich has been elicited against him, and should be allowed the oj>|)ortunity 
“ of offering defence or explanation.” I repeat that opinion; not meaning 
that there should be merely the form or farce of a trial, to be closed by a ready¬ 
made judgment, but tliat the defence should be fairly heard and impartially 
weighed. So far as this Government should be culled to decide on that de¬ 
fence, it would be my honest endeavour to discharge my mind of all my pre¬ 
vious opinions on the subject, and to judge the case as if I heard it for the first 
time. But if it be thought that the Bombay Government is too strongly pre¬ 
possessed Avith the guilt of the Raja to be placed in the chair of judgment over 
his Highness, let the GoA'ernment of India conslitute, in any manner Avhich 
they think fittest, an impartial and competent judicature for the oecasion. 

•54. What sort of trial it should be, is a question which may divide opinion. 
Some may think that it should be modelled on the practice of an ordinary 
court of criminal justice, sitting }»erhaps AA-ith open doors, and with the advan¬ 
tage to both the accused and accusers of being attended, if they please, by 
professional advisers or advocates. In such a case, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans 
might very well fill the post of a prosecutor; and I doubt not that the Raja 
would be supported by English counsel and attornies'from Bombay. Before 
such a course, however, is adopted, I trust that it Avill be avcII considered. 
States are bound to act justly in dealing with their allies or tributaries; but 
there are a thousand cases in which it may be impossible for them to adopt 
their course to the ordinary forms of judicial procedure. I must, therefore, 
regard a precedent as highly inconvenient, if not highly dangerous, which 
Would establish the rule, that the British Government cannot depose any 
prince not taken Jiagi'antc hello, except through the medium of a formal trial. 

If we are to go so far, indeed, I know not Avhy we should not go farther. 
The Raja might ask that half the Commissioners should be subjects of 
Sattara or of some other Native country: he might claim a riglvt of challenge: 
he might insist on being tried by his peers. There is no end to the demands 
and difficulties that might arise. 
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55. It would be more agreeable to ordinary practice, and would at the 
same time satisfy the ends of justice, if the Raja were supplied, in writing, 
with the nature of the facts brought forward in evidence against him, aad 
were called to meet them with any defensive or explanatory statement which 
he might think fit to offer. In the letter of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovansof'the 
17th January last, to which I have already alluded, there is a summary of the 
evidence to be submitted to the Raja, as constituting the charges against him; 
whether such evidence should be communicated to his Highness in full, 'or in 
an abridged or abstracterl form, may be a question for consideration. Mr. 
Anderson, as I collect from his minute of the 22d Instant, would hold the 
latter plan to be sufficient, and his authority on such a point is high ; but the 
determination must rest with the Government of India. 

5G. There is, however, a very material observation to be offered in this 
place. Whatever be the mode of trial or inquiry we adopt, yet if the Raja is 
to lla^’e the opportunity of offering evidence (and I conceive that he ought), it 
is essential that he be placed in the same situation with any other accused 
person, and enjoy the same advantages, but no more. Pending the trial or 
other proceeding, therefore, his functions of sovereignty should be suspended. 
His ample wealth and despotic power furnish him with almost unlimited 
means of procuring favourable cviden.ee by corruption, and of deterring by 
violence or intimiclation all evidence of another character; and of these 
means, if left in his hands, he is likely to avail himself without scruple. 
Such a perversion of justice it is essential to prevent; and this may, I con¬ 
ceive, be done in the manner 1 have proposed. Let the accused be allowed 
the widest latitude and the utmost facility of defence; but let him be dis¬ 
armed, for the time, of the ability to defeat justice, by introducing falsehood 
and excluding truth. 

57. On the supposition, that the effect of these proceedings will be to 
vacate the gadi of Sattara, it will be for consideration, whether any 
and what successor shall be appointed. This question I have; considered 
anxiously, and with a sincere desire to advise, if I could do so con.scientiously, 
that we should not utterly extinguish the state of Sattara, a creation of our 
own, a monument of British moderation and forbearance, and, at the same 
time, the last relic of the House of Sevajec. I regret, however, to declare my 
conviction, that we have no alternative. If a successor to the Raja is to be 
appointed, it must of course be his brother, Appa Sahib. His cousin, the 
Senaputtee, is clearly out of the question, being deeply mixed up with the 
treasons which have disqualified the present posses.sor. With regard to the 
brother, I believe with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, that he has had very little 
concern with those treasons. That he put his name to one treasonous paper, 
we know from his own statement; but it is a general, and I think a just rule, 
that a party making a voluntary confession should have the benefit of the 
extenuating circumstances he brings forward; and, under the operation of 
this rule, we must hold that A[)pa Sahib was induced to sign the paper in 
question by the fear that the Raja would take his life. Notwithstanding this 
circumstance, I am not disposed to recommend him for the throne which his 
brother has forfeited. The treaty does not bind us to it, for it was personal 
with the present Raja and its advantages have been lost. The very events 
which have caused this discussion .shew the extreme inconveniences bound up 
in the existence of such a state as Sattara: a state obtruded into the heart 
of our dominions, intercepting some of the most important of our internal com¬ 
munications, and likely to be ever a hot-bed of faction and mischief. I have 
the less difficulty in pressing this view of the .subject, because, though Appa 
Sahib may be free from grave offence, yet I am not aware of anything in his 
character or services, which .should induce us to make any material sacrifice 
in his favour. 

58. If the Raja be set a.side, I conceive that a suitable provision, in the shape 
of a pecuniary’pension, will be settled on him, on condition of his residing, 
under British surveillance, in some remote part of India. In like manner we 
might grant to Appa Sahib a pension, independent of that of his brother, and 

perhaps 




perhaps oii a more liberal scale, with liberty to reside separately, if so inclined; 
and this arrangement would, I cannot but think, be duly appreciated. 

’ 59. In deposing the Raja and annexing the Saltara territories to our own, it 
w'ould be necessary to issue a proclamation, fully setting forth the ]ierfidious 
and treasonable conduct of which that Prince has been guilty, and referring to 
that article of the treaty under which, in consequence of his proceedings,* his 
realm has been forfeited. Now that we are apprized of the extent and inag- 
nitu’de of the plots in which he has been engaged against his benefactors; I 
have no fear that the act of his deposal will be condemned, or that the ])ublic; 
sympathies will rally in his favour. Long as his intrigues have remained un¬ 
detected by the British Government, I am convinced, both from the evidence 
in this case and from other accounts, that the knowledge of them is very widely 
diffused; and, by the sensible portion of the community, he will be regarded 
as the victim, not of our power or tyranny, but of his own blind, insensate, 
and ungrateful ambition. 

CO. Tlu! sul)ordinate agents, Dinkm- Row Mohiteh, Bulwunt Row, Ciiit- 
mivees Babajee Purarkur, Chintai)unt Bliattcy, and Uowlqjce Naik Khasknr, 
should. I think, be put on their defence, and be confronted with their accu¬ 
sers. TIjeir final disposal may be tleferred ; ))ut, even thus early. J cihmot 
init cxjiress my ho])e that it will not be marked by extreme wr verity. 

(il. VVlietiu r any, and what communication should be'made to the Govern- 
menl of Poirugal, it is not for me to say. The deternhniiljuu of tlial cjuestion 
Iraiisceuds ta cu the. province of the high authorities to whom the Cirn eniinents 
of Hriti.sli inrlia arc responsible. I do not, however, I hope, venture on abso¬ 
lutely fui biddcn gromul. when I expre.ss my earnest wisii that means couh! 
he fomul to jirocure to (he Gomjiany the cession generally of the Portuguese 
pussessiuiis in India. 'I’o Povtng'd these territories are absolutely \alueless, 
exeopi as the shattmed and fading memorials of past glory ; to us they are 
most inconvenient neiglibouis, by breaking the continuity of our dominions, 
and Isy fiimishing, in very supj)use.able cases, rallying points for the discon¬ 
tents and disaffection of «nir own subjects. The tTOvernor of Goa, in one of Ids 
{•oninuinicutions with tlie Raja of Sattara, observes, that the port of (ioa is the 
only door now open, by which his ilighnc.ss may gain European allic s against 
Mu Hritisli ])o\ver; and certainly it is our ol>vious policy to seize the earliest 
opportunity of barring n{) this most inconvenient mid possibly misehievons 
inlet. 

02. I now close iny st'ries of minutes on the Sattara case, with the mi- 
icigned concern at the length to wiiitdi they have imlividindly and collecrtively 
exteiuie.d ; w ith the highest admiration ol’ the talent, assiduity, and ability, 
wiiicli llic Acliug Resident of Sattara ha.s evinced, in detecting and ex|)osiiia 
tlie li'e'aclieroiis and treasonable intrigues to which they relate ; willi the sin- 
i ciest sense of my obligations to the I’olitieal Secretary, for his masterly as.ds- 
tance in digesting and metliodizing the voluminous evidence in which these 
intrigues are embodied ; with the decjie.st gratitude to my civil Colleagues, lii; 
the kind and liberal .support with which they have favoured me, in tlieir com- 
nu nts on these highly important facts of the ease Avhich have as. yet iallcn 
under their observation; and with my earnest hope, that the manner in wliie!' 

1 have performed a duty, equally irksome, painful, and invidious, will, not- 
witiistanding the many imperfections which, 1 doubt not, may be delected in 
it, obtain for me, in some measure, the approbation of the exalted Authorities 
'vhoin I serve. 

(Signed) R. Guant, 

31st May 1838. 
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MINUTE BY MR. .TAMES PARISH, 

Dated 31 st May 1838. 

The .strong impressions which I had before derived from the evidence bb- 
taiii.c4 by Colonel Ovans and Mr. Hutt, has been confirmed by the additional 
te.stimony now submitted, and from the clear and connected view traced out 
by the Right Honourable the Governor in this minute,* of the bearing of the 
most consistent parts of the evidence, in several cases quite independent, and 
almost beyond the possibility of concert, upon one set of facts, I have no doubt 
whatever of intercourse in infraction of the treaty having taken place between 
his Highness the Raja of Sattara and the ex-Raja of Nag^porc, and that com¬ 
munications were made by the Raja of Sattara to Moodhojee Bhonsleh, com¬ 
monly called Appa Sahib, of a treasonable character, having for their object 
to engage Jiim to join in schemes for the subversion of the British empire in 
India. 

(Signed) J. Fauish. 

31st May 1838. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

Dated 1st June 1838. 

I have only to record on these papers, that in my opinion, it is established 
by the testimony gathered from different quarters, that a communication ex¬ 
isted between the Raja of Sattara and the ex-Raja of Nagyiore, and that in this 
communication the Raja of Sattara had views and objects hostile to the British 
Government, affording another instance, and in a different direction, of long¬ 
standing treasonable designs on the part of that Prince. Another proof of his 
singular ingratitude and as singular folly. 

(Signed) G. W. Andekson. 

1st June 1838. 


MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 

Dated Ath June 1838. 

1. In the minutes of 26th and 31st of May, in which the Right Honourable 
the Governor submits the views which he has taken of the remaining parts of 
the Sattara case,, I generally concur. It is not necessary to rest much, as 
again.st the Raja, on the document to which Appa Sahib states that he was 
compelled to affix his signature. The fact of Appa’s admission, that he did 
sign it, however it may mitigate the character of the act as an offence against 
our Government, is of too equivocal a nature, to render it at all safe, should 
the Government of India eventually take the decided course which they have 
already intimated to us, to admit of the transfer of the means of carrying on 
similar plots into his hands. 

2. In regard to the Raja himself, the fact of breach of treaty, and for¬ 
feiture of all that was secured him by that treaty, is made out, so that any 
plausible defence appears scarcely possible. The very vindication set np by 
Jus advocate is an aggravation of the treacherous plots thus brought home to him, 
and avows sentiments of the basest ingratitude, which till lately he has always 
evinced by professions the most friendly. Nor has Ire been without warning; 
although, probably, aware that but little of his wild communications with the 
Goa authorities was known to Colonel Robertson, the warnings of that officer, 

spoken 


* 29th May. 



^poken of ifi some of the proceedings under the term forgiveness^ seem hot 
V» the least to have arrested or retarded the prosecution of those very designs. 

13. In their character, these schemes of ambition, though woven of weak 
miSiiterials ajid with little skill, are yet calculated, if not treated in an exera- 
pljiry manner, to do extensive mischief to our rule. As the representative of 
the head of the Mahratta Confederacy, the name of the Raja of Sattara in 
any times of disturbance may prove to have a weight, of which wo perceive 
notbiug in times of peace. The plots which he has been carrying on are 
doubtless known, in some branches at least, as intimately by the heads of the 
Mahratta States as by ourselves: they also know that wc have discovered 
treasonable acts, having for their direct object the subversion of our (iovern- 
ment. They may give us credit for having discovered some of which we are 
as yet ignorant; but all India knows that he has been detected in the attempt 
to seduce our troops, and our not having taken public notice of it is attributed 
to any conjecture the most improbable, rather than entertaining doubts of 
the fact. On what we may now do, they will reckon as the measure of our 
future policy. The course we adopt will doubtless have a very salutary, or 
a very |.)ernicious effect, upon our relation with one of them, the Guicowar. 
If passed by with comparative impunity, he may be tempted to go on from 
hate to hostility, or to commit acts which may place us in a similar position 
with regard to him. If treated with only that rigour which the letter and the 
spirit of the treaty provide, he may be arrested by whatever motives, and 
turned into a course which maybe the preservation of his throne, and the 
restoration of j)olitico-vimicable terms, such at least as may re-establish those 
mutual good offices in our adjoitiing possessions of Guzerat, which have for 
some years been suspended, but which are essential to the maintenance of 
our supremacy there, and to the well-being and peace of the country. 

4. As regards the particular measure proposed, of making the Raja ac¬ 
quainted with the charges proved against him, and giving him the opportunity 
of defence, although, in the peculiar position of the case, it seems to me hardly 
necessarj% yet as exhibiting to the Native powers the equitable course we 
desire to adopt, as shewing him every lenient consideration, and awarding to 
him the fullest possible measure of justice, I do not hesitate to assent cordially 
to it; but with this it will be indispensably necessary, that for the protection 
of those who have given their evidence, and to prevent tampering with wit¬ 
nesses and intimidating them, as Colonel Ovans has pointed out, he be 
suspended from all power as Raja while making his defence. The political 
effect of this course is also most iiupoftaut. 

5. This part of the procedure must, however, await the orders of the Go¬ 
vernment of India. Witli the clear and connected views of the various parts 
of the evidence supporting the charges which are given in the able minutes 
which our President has with such indefatigable labour prepared, that autho¬ 
rity will have little difficulty iu giving their instructions. 

6. Perhaps it will be necessary, in the letter transmitting these last minutes 
on the Raja’s conduct, to specify particularly the points iu which instructions 
are required; and if they proceed to the measure of removing his Ilighucss, 
either pending his defence or permanently, they should be conveyed with 
strict secrecy ; and perhaps it would be important that the intimatiou should 
be sent direct, and by express, from the Governor General to the acting Resi¬ 
dent, since the facility of giving effect to such orders would mainly depend 
upon the promptitiule of the measures taken. 

7. In the close of these proceedings, it is justly due to Colonel Ovans to 
record my sense of the eminent talent, deep penetration, and indefatigable 
industry, with which lie has conducted the important, ditficult, and anxious 
investigation committed to him, in which lie has amply fulfilled the high ex- 
pcciations entertained, when, at a critical juncture, he was selected for the 
difficult task he has thus far prosecuted. 

(Signed) J. FabIsh. 

4th June 1838. 
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MINUTE BY Mil. G. W. ANDERSON, 

Dated 7th June 1838. 

1. Upon the paper of Appa Sahib, the brother of the Raja, my opinion is, 
that it should not be brougfht in to tell at all events against the Raja, otherwise 
than as corroborative proof of the facts it sets forth. Of these facts direct 
proof is wanting; therefore coming, as it does, with a taint in the application 
of the succession to the raj, I think no consideration should be given to it. 

2. The chief point that now remains for consideration is, the course to be 
adopted towards the Raja, in the extraordinary circumstances that have been 
brought to light, .showing his Highness to have been engaged, for a series of 
years, in designs hostile to the Britisli authority and in breach of the treaty, 
in virtue of which he now has his dominions. 

3. On this question, I tJiink, there is no middle course. Either all must 
be forgiven, or the territories be held forfeited and annexed to the British 
sovereignty. 

4. In my opinion, the latter cour.se is the one to be ado[)ted. 

.'j. It is apparent, that the Raja, from the first, entertained ideas dift'erent 
from those on which we placed him on the throne, and has tlioiight he ought 
to be reinstated in all the powers and posse.ssion.s of the house of Sevajee, as 
head of the Mahratta confederacy. 

(i. The idea to an ambitious mind is natural. It becomes alone criminal to 
us, when it takes shape, and actual designs arc formed, and plans pqt in jirac- 
tice, to acquire those posscssioms at our cost and destruction. 

7. That such were the views of his ITiglmcss there can be no question. It 
is true that the plans and designs of his Highness were mostly oi' a futile and 
im])otcnt character; but to this there is one fatal e.xception, the endeavour to 
seduce the Native oflicers from their allegiance, proved on the case itself, and 
proved in the facts and the character of the proceedings in the other plots in 
which the Raja has been found to be engaged. 

8. In this there was no weakness. The end strikes at the very root of our 
power, and is so decidedly fatal, that where it occurs, I cannot think there 
should be any compromise. It is to .sow treason to us, to our sovereignty, 
so destructive, that wdiere proved, there, T cannot but think, the onus .should 
fall. 

b. It is hence that 1 think the course should not bo one of forgiveness : 
there is no part of the Raja s character that calls for it. We found him a pri¬ 
soner, a mock sovereign ; we liberate, and vest him with a real sovereignty. 
A prisoner in the Hill Fort of Sattara, he sues for a pardon at its foot. We 
give him a kingdom ; and in place of gratitude for the singular munificence, 
we find him endeavouring to use the. authority we so vest him with to the 
subversion of our Govcniment. 

10. He practises a long course of deception; and in no part does he show 
deceit and faithlessness worse, than in the false colour he now attempts to 
place upon the proceedings and negotiations of Mr. Elphinstone, his peculiar 
benefactor, and who watched the progress of his Highness’s government anti 
administration whilst he remained in the country, with a never-failing anxiety 
and interest. Perhaps, too, the worst part of Dr. Milne’s advocacy is, in 
not disabusing his Highness’s mind of these errors, and plainly showing them, 
as he must have known them to be, a tissue of falsehood. 

‘>11. It js not with such a character as this that forgiveness is called for, or 
that hope can be entertained that good would come of it; nor does it appear 
otherwise desirable. 
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\12. It is not dcsiiable in policy, as an example to other slates to whoni \vc 
ar^iu a similar relation. It is wi.se, I think, to shew, that with treason of a 
certain colour, as this, wc have no compromisie. 

13. The acquisition of the country will be the acquisition of so much 
strength : and there does not appear any reason why, if forfeited, we should 
hesitate to take it: to resume what we had gratuitously given, if such resump¬ 
tion, on a certain contingency, was the condition of the bond, and that con¬ 
tingency having occurred. 

14. To continue this territory, if forfeited, in other hands than our own, to 
set up another sovereign, is not demanded by the .same policy which, at 
the time we made the grant to the Raja, was deemed cogent and wise. 

15. It would be otherwise bad in this respect; that to set up another 
party, there is danger of causing other plots, of making conspiracies the .sys¬ 
tem by whidh the downfall of governments is to be attained, and this effect 
might spread, and have operation in other states than the one now in question. 
I should view the case as a forfeiture to the paramount state, not a question 
of .succc.ssiou, when, by cause of alliance or descent, a person could claim a.s 
in an inheritance. 

16. If this succession does not exist of right, I see in this instance no rea¬ 
son why it should bo conceded to either of the claimants who, it may be 
thought, have claim by relationship : that is, Appa Sahib, the Raja’s brother, 
who advances the claim; or the Senaputtee, Bala Sahib, who was part in the 
ihtrigues. 

17. 1 have directed my attention solely, in the above observations, to the 
consideration of the course that should be finally adopted, in the event of its 
being determined that the Raja has forfeited his dominions, and that tliey are 
again at our dispo.sal. 

18. There is one other point in the last minute of the Right Honourable 
the Governor, on which I would beg to offer my opinion, whether, and how, 
the Raja shall be called upon for explanation in defence. 

19. In a former minute I recorded, tliat I thought the Raja ought to be 
calk'd upon for explanation upon the facts found against him. In doing this, 
1 .sJiould have preferred a statement of the simple facts rather than the de¬ 
tailed evidence on which they are founded. It would have remained to have 
been seen, if the explanations afforded by the Raja required that any further 
informatioii shouUl be placed before his Highness. 

20. I do not object, however, to the whole evidence, as indicated in the 
memorandum accompanying the Acting Resident’s letter of the 17tli January 
last, being at once laid before the Raja. At the worst, it can only lead to a 
lengthy, and perhaps confused di.scu.s.sion. In no degree have I any idea that 
the evidence can be shaken, or events shown to bij otherwi.se than as, from 
so many collateral circumstances, they have been found and considered esta¬ 
blished. 

21. I should not, however, consider it a wise course to depose the Raja whilst 
any inquiry was going on, be that inquiry of whatever nature it may. 

22. It would be a .shock to the feelings of the people, whether high or low, 
•to find a sovereign so treated. They would scarcely (I should say, certainly 

not,) respect our motives. The degradation to the Prince would be thought 
of, not our sense of justice, and the conr.se would rather be attributed to our 
weakness than our strength. 1 do not think it either necessary. The same 
end can be gained without it; and the influence or power of the Raja to injure 
could, for such a purpose, be prevented, by our guarantee and assurance of 
protection. 

(Signed) G. W. Andehson. 
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254 MINUTES OF THE 

MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated ^th June 

1. I am much obliged to my Colleagues for the care and attention which 
they have bestowed on this important case. It has been to me a source of great 
satisfaction, to find that, on all essential points, we are agreed ; and it encou¬ 
rages me to indulge in the confident expectation, that our proceedings, in the 
painful and invidious task which we have been called to perform, will receive 
the approbation of the high Authorities by whom they will now have to be 
reviewed. 

2. With reference to the 6th paragraph of Mr. Parish’s minute, it will, I 
think, be sufficient to*request the Governor General to favour us with full 
and explicit orders to guide our future proceedings. In regard to the most 
essential point, namely, whether the Raja should be put on his defence, his 
Lordship may be requested to prescribe to us the mode in which such a pro¬ 
ceeding shall be conducted. 

3. T think, also, that his instructions should be addressed to this Govern¬ 
ment, and not direct to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans; for, possibly, it may be 
necessary for us to accompany them with .supplemental directions. For the 
preservation of secrecy, which Mr. Parish justly thinks very important, the 
Secretary wall have the goodness to retain the instructions in his ow^ 
custody. 

4. 1 observe, that Mr. Anderson is adverse to the deposal of the Raja whilst 
defending himself. I am quite willing to leave this point to tlie determination 
of tlie Governor General, to w'hora it more jiroperly appertains; butl am still, 

1 confess, impressed with the idea of the extreme difficulty, if not impractica¬ 
bility, of bringing this matter jo a fair and just i.ssue, if hi.s Highness is to make 
his defence while in possession of all those vast means of corrui)ting and falsi¬ 
fying the case which we know to be at his command, and which he is likely 
to employ with so little scruple. The persuasion, also, lias now become gene¬ 
ral among his subjects, that he is certain, or nearly so, of accjuiltal, thougii that 
consummation may be delayed by the intrigues of the Bombay (ioveruinent. 
The moral effect of this persuasion, aided by his free use of the means above- 
mentioned,' is sure to give him a large body of wntnc.s.scs ready to swear ex¬ 
actly as he may choose to dictate. As a counteractive to these mischiefs, Lieu- 
tcmmt-Colonel Ovans, who so well understands the case, has again and again 
declared, that a .suspension ad interim of the Raja (for, after all, it is only a 
sKspensiuti, not a deposal) is an absolutely essential measure. Now, if any 
step short of his suspension can gain the object, let it by all means be adopted; 
but, as far as 1 see, there is none other, which will both afford efficient pro- 
tec'tion to true witnesses, and secure us against an inundation of false 
evidence. 

5. The Governor General may, however, decide, that it will be sufficient to 
furnish a written statement to the Raja, embodying the facts of the case with¬ 
out calling witnesses; in which case, the suspension of the Raja may, at all 
events, be deferred until he has replied. 1 think, however, that our instruct 
tions should provide for a very probable contingency. It is possible that the 
Raja may demand to be confronted with the witnesses against him, or may' 
insist on a formal trial, and to be attended by English couirsel. 

6. In all other respects I concur with the remarks of ray Colleagues, and 
have only to pro|K)se that the whole case be now submitted, as early as i)os- 
#]e, to the Governor General. 

f ' (Signed) R. Grant.' 

Sth June 1838. 
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MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

Dated 9th June 1838. 

1 cannot think that the suspension of the Raja during any inquiry an essen¬ 
tial measure. I should be concerned to see the degradation of the deposition 
of that Prince, unless as a final measure imposed in justice and for our own 
safety. ,I concur in all else of the present minute of tlie Right Honourable the 
Governor in Council; 

(Signed) G. W. Andbuson. 

9th June 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated lAth August 1838. 

1. I now submit to the Board the despatches, dated as per margin,*^ from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, forwarding extracts from an intercepted corros- 
pondenct'- witii the Raja of Sattara. These were circulated by our late 
lamented l*re.sidcnt on the 11th .lime last, and were afterwards returned to 
him, in order that he might remark on them, but which his subscipient illness 
and death prevented. 

2. I would propose tliat the Acting Resident’s letters and the correspond¬ 
ence be Jorwarded by an early opportunity to the Governor General t)f India, 
and to the Honourable the Secret Committee; and 1 need not suggest that 
every ])recaution be adopted to ensure secrecy. 

3. It will be observed, that this correspondence is carried on m the 
Mahratta language, by a Csircoon named Rnngoba, who is designated, both 
by himself and l)r. Miims the Vakeel or agtmt of the Raja of Sattara. From 
internal evidence, however, it is already proved, that the correspondence 
originates from Dr. Milne, and, conse^quently, that he must be considered 
res[)onsible for it. 

4. In the 4th paragraph of his letter of the Toth February last, Lieutenant- 
(kilonel Ovans notices the recent assumption by' the Raja of titles not recog¬ 
nized by the treaty of 1819. This is not only remarkable in itsell, but also 
from the circumstance that the title assumed, namely, “ Hindoo Pud Padshah," 
(King of the Hindoos), is inserted in the copy of the treaty alleged to have 
been entered into with the Viceroy of Goa. ( Fh/e No. 8 List E. of accom- 
]>auiments to the Acting Resident’s rei)ort of the 11th November 1837.) Dr. 
Milne in this correspondence fosters the Raja’s ambition. Rnngoba, in one 
of his letters dated the 28th December 1837,'|‘ writes thus: “ Upon this the 
“ Sahib said, the Maharaj is not at all like tlie Jagheerdars, he stands in equal 
“ rank with the English Government, according to English rules, f write 
“ with pendant consideration ; do not you fear.” In another letter, of the 
1st January 1838, Rungoba writes : “ Thcy'^ say that the British Government 
“ gave the raj to the Maharaj : whence was it brought, ami who.se was it when 
“ given ? This also will be taken into consideration by his Lordship. So ho 
“(Dr. Milne) said.” In a letter of the 29th January:]; the agent writes: 
“ In the Gazette of the 2(lth, the Sahib has inserted a publication, in which 
“ ‘ the Guicowar is a servant, and the Maharaj Sircar the master.’ This and 
“ other matters are published at length, of which a translation in Ilindooee is 
“ sent, and I will .send hereafter the English to the Hu/.oor.” On the" 1st 
February^ Rungoba writes: “Ten letters have gone to the Governor General. 
“ Now the eleventh letter is under preparation alluding to the documents 

“ possessed 

* IStli February, IVtli Alarcli, 2.5th April, 31st May, and lath and Kith August 1838. 

+ No. 8 of the series submitted with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letler of the 15th Februr.rv. 
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“ possi.«(se(l by IJam Rajec Alaliaraj and tlic .liinior Sli.ihoo ATaliaraj, after t! 

“ Jalc Shirajeo MahantJ Cliuttriiinittee a-id Sbalioo Maliaraj ClnUtru|mtt/ 
(rom the Peisliwa and otlu'r.s connecled atv/// l/tp (u!tiiiiti/>trntmi of 
“ Empire, xhetrhm the < itiut of the mm iris; nil/, ami tlcgrtc of reverence enjoi/ul 
“ hi/the Maharnj Sircar and slater that ibis docuiiiont, when eonijtlctcd, 
■Will l)e sent to the (hn’oriior General, the Court of Directors, and the Dritish 
Parliament. On the 5lh hVbruary*' liewiilcsr “ An extract inserted in the 
“ (lazelte of the 2d instant, from the IjiMion (lazetti'. tof>ether s\itli the 
“ answei of the Itomhai/ (iaultc, statni” that the title ‘ Sattar.ikur Alah.MaJ 
“ ‘Sircar’ aj>|)eaTed to lie his>h. and q-iviiif* admonition to the Governor Saliib, 
“ beina tr.nislatetl from En»hsh into llindooee. is sent in the service. In sliort, 
“ someone of the Enro])ean fiunds who lias gone has. in order tliat the Hiitish 
“ Parliament and the Court of Directors may know, that by raising a ftil.se 
“ charae of treason ojijin'ssion luis been used, wvittc n this in an obseme maniu r. 
“ I Mill also send the ongin.il (iiricfte to-morrow. Now, the Sahih hav/np 
“ directed me to Miid the tramlation, J have sent it." On the 2 1st ot I'Vbuiar^ ,f 
llangoba lorwaids the document alluded to in his previous letter ol the I si, 
and thus deseribc's it: “The .substance of ihis i/ad is, that tin mnixipnln 
''over the flimloo Em/jire teas held until the end of the admioi\tia/ioii o/ lluju. 
“ Jioip Jiapoonailt; that subsequentU, eonmnmus.tions took place with the 
“ British (Toverument; that, according to ' a])pointmcnt. the llaja, out oj 
“ his own ]ileasure, came and joined the camji; that, alb r this, writings. 
“ oominuuieations, the treaty.&c. were made.” On tlie 2dApiil[ thr Aaen! 
writes as follows: “ Mr. John Milne asked me (o-dav thus: ‘ In Fnelish, tin 
“ ‘ Alahaiaj is styled. Highness; how do you enlith him in M.dii.itta ' T 
“ ‘answered, Shreemunt Muharaj Rajushii Chuttrujadlee Ilimloo'Pud Pad 
“ ‘ shah Sircar. I’hus to .style" him has been the custom fram lurim'i tinu s 
“ ‘ and as the English Padshah is, so is the ’Maharaj tin Kiiie of the Hindoos. 
“ ‘ However, thc' Conipanj’s Government sljle the ]Mah.(ra.| bliriai Highness, 
“ ‘ and style Scindia, the Gnieowar, Holkar, Naepoorknr, . In - Iligliiuss , 
“ ‘then, whether in the English language there is or time is not ain rule, 
“ ‘cannot be made out.’ Afterwanls the Saliib s.ud: ‘ f'list how the Kam- 
“ ‘j.ins committc'd an oversight cannot be conemc'd." I U‘})!ied : ‘'I’he 
“ ‘ dejiendcnts have been made .lagheerdai’s. and the pinilegis and tiths 
“ ‘which they cnijoyed up to the end ol the j'car (Suba) bun conti- 

“ ‘ nued to them. Such an article has also been wiitlin. and the priM- 
“ ‘ leges and uspect due to the Maliaraj Sircar, and that In trim tin Sm- 
“ ‘ reipn if all, c,'(. vw not thought of hi/Air. Ed[ihin\loni Ib tin n said 
“ ‘ The article, as regard.! the new Jaghcerdars, is tlien < xplieitly wtilU-n, so I 
“ ‘ think and now the Padshah is styled King and Majesty, and is also spoken 
“ ‘ of as Iloyal llighnes.s.’ So he said afterwaiils : ‘ At present 1 write UojaJ 
“ ‘ Highness, -ind win n convenient make it a rule to w'rite according to ]>ast 
“ ‘ usage.’ I u'olit'd : ‘ • style him Hindoo Pud Padshah Sir< ar, and in English. 
“ ‘Majesty, and write so in the signature; and in the book in which I take 
“ ‘ I eeeipt.s tor Inkhotan (packets) sent to the post, 1 w-rite according to tlu 
“ ‘ above and get the stamp put on it.’ The Sahib said, ‘It’s right.’ I rejiort 
“ the eouversation which lias taken place.” 1 deem these evtracts of inipor- 
4anee. hccau^c they prove the liighly objectionable modes resorted to by Dr. 
Milne to niaintain his influence over the Raja's mind. 


6. The correspondence contains ample proofs of the extent and nature fi 
till' Raja’s intrigues at Bombay, and shows that ho has numerous ageul.s in ins 
('iiqiloy' besides Dr. Milne. Against this he has strongly protested, niid has 
insisted, and apparently with some degree of success, that reliance should he 
jilac^d on him akme. This bears .strongly on thc alleged iutcTeoursc ol thc 
RiifRwwith Joudpore, and will perhaps tend to dispel the doubts which were 
at I'ntertained by the Governor General of India on this jiart of the ease, 
m CQnsecjuenco of two distinct agc-iieies bi'iiig employed in carrying on that 

intercourse. 

* Mo an of the same scries. 

t No. a ol the senes ucuompan.> iiig Liieutcnant-Colonel Ovans’s letter of the 17th Afarch. 

' No.lSor m • f.' ..--.r"-’--. Ov'loire" of the 25tli A >ril. 
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Intercourse. I shall therefore select such portions of the correspondence as 
riore particularly relate to this subject. 

^6. On the 17th December,* Rungoba, in Dr. Milne's name, writes as 
follows : “ Mecr and others, who are to go, are to be furnished with money 
“ and are to be sent. The Maharaj has no confidence in you (Rungoba), then 
“ M'hy do you for nothing persist ? I answered, ‘ As to their being about to 
“ ‘ go, this is nothing new.’ He said, ‘ Now a sum of 18,000 is said to liave 
“ ‘ been expended, but these people were previously in Bombay and are not 
“ ‘ known there. They went, and by holding out a prospect, they did any 
“ ‘ thing they liked for the sake of money. This circiinistance beeaine. 
“ ‘ known to the Council, and know'ing that nothing can be done by means of 
“ ‘ these people, and that no European gentleman was concerned in this, 
“ ‘ .storms of various kinds have been raised. The same people are enjoying 
“‘there the confidence. You know nothing of this; but do you v'rilc from 
‘ your.ieff and make it knotm. Jf there be many advucaten a mishap will he the 
“ ‘ conse'fucncc. If any one was required to be .sent separately, the Maharaj 
“ ‘ should have sent some one of his servants of respectability.' These people 
“ ‘ went and reliance was ])Iaced in them : how this mistake happened is not 
“‘known. Now Aleer Ibrahim the Dulvee, the Vakeel of (lokla, a certain 
“ ‘ Mussulman doctor, and others, are exerting themselves here with the 
“ ‘ Kaendars of the Council. Here every one is trying to do mischief. I 
“ ‘ would have inquired of these people before, but .seeing that the Maharaj 
“ ‘ would not consider it agreeable, 1 have forborne; but the same melhod is 
“ ‘ kept up still and money is wasted. Such is the po]>ular report.’ ” The 
agent, in conclu.sion, excuses himself from writing on this subject. In a post¬ 
script to a letter dated the ‘i4th Dccember,t tlie agent alludes to another 
agent, navied Wittul Punt, as having been em])loycd by the Raja, and states, 
that Or. Milne ha<l informed him, “ a Sahib attached to Forbes & Co., and 
“ a Carcoon Parsee, were to be .sent from Poona to Sattara.” Against this 
tlie iloctor is re[)rcsentcd to remonstrate in very strong terms. On the 6th of 
.Taiuiarv'}; the Raja is advised to recall a moktyarnaniet (]>ower of attorney) 
which iiad been granted by him to “ Meer.” This is repeated on the lltii';§ 
and in lids letter allusion is made to recovering the sum of 10,000 rupees, 
which had been paid to IMeer. On the 1-lth .fanuaryij Rungoba writes that, 
“ Dr. Milne asked whether there were any other advocates in Jiombay ? On 
“ wldeli I answered, that Mdttul Punt, tin; Dulvee, Meer, and Ibrahim, were 
“ the advoeati's. On this he said, ‘ A certain Rajaram, Hurry Goyjeer, under 
“ ‘ the false colour of tlie names of the Sowears of Bombay, the Bottlcwala, 
“ ‘ and others, is trying to make a eommunieation to the Governor, wideh 
“ ‘being sanctioned, the Maharaj has given some money and jewels in charge 
“ ‘ of him. M by do you deny any knowledge of this ? Now the Governor 
‘is perversely o])posed, and it is ditiicult for your communications lobe 
“ ‘ listened to. If any money be given some trace will be discovered. I am 
“ ‘ an I'lurojH'un and wrote the letters, guided by my knowledge of both sides. 
“ ‘ and an order came I'rom the Governor General, ami the letters went through 
‘ the Council to Calcutta, and of the reec'ijits 1 caused translations to be 
“ ‘ matle immediately, and 1 made you send them to the Mahamj ; but no 
“ ‘ eonfidenee is placed. Two jiersons are sent to variou.s places as advocates. 

‘1'hey arc devoid of sense, and it is not so tliat they are acting with pru- 
" ‘ deuce, and they bear malice. That low jieojile do .so you yourself .say, and 
‘ how do you do this ?. A.y to thin, by reason of other persons niaking a pre- 
‘ scntalion, mischief only will he the conse(nience,va\i\ then it will become necessary 
“ ‘for me and you to die by /io-hting a duel with pistols. I will imt countenance 
‘a false affair; then, excepting death, there will be no alternative. For the 
“ ‘ sake of the Maharaj I have fallen out with the Governor and othei Sahib 
“ ‘ Loks, and I have originated enmity, and now 1 hear thcpc are advocates at 
‘ various places. Their representations are of a different kind, how then can 
“ ‘there be a coincidence? The karburees of the Maharaj have maintained 

“ ‘ separate 

* No. 5 of the series with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter of the 15t1i February. 

+ No. 8 of the same scries. % No. 10 ditto.' 
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" ‘ separate representations, by reason of which tlie Sookung business will 
“ ‘ miscarry, 1 (Dr. Milne) distinctly mention this to day, and it is requsitc 
“ ‘for you to write thus much, that the Maharaj may find out what is true, 

, “ ‘ and put matters umkr one direction, or he. may withdraw from me and con- 
“ ‘ tinuc in any other quarter that may be proper." He got angry with me and 
“ said, ‘You do not write as directed.’” In conclusion, a man named Dada 
is sent to communicate with the Ugja on the subject. On the 22d January* 
Rungoba writes a letter of remonstrance against a person named Hummut 
Rao Govondjee being associated with himself and Dr. Milne. On the 6th 
Marchf Rungoba, reports, that he had been introduced to Major Raillec (the 
officer in charge of the 24th regimeiil of Native Infantry now in Bombay), who 
is represented to have observed “ What can be done through my hands in a 
“ Govenimeut aftair? but do you show me the papers, then I will point 
out some good course.” Rungoba’s letter of the 12th MarchJ contains 
allusions to the diftereiit Agents employed by the Raja, In another letter of 
the same date,§ he strongly urges the Raja against other advocates?; in one 
of the irithll he writes, in Dr. Milne’s name, “Many Agents are productive 
“ of mischief.” In a letter of the 14th March‘l[ various persons are mentioned 
byname, as interesting themselves in the Raja's cause; among whom are 
Curset jee .Tamsef jee and Nakhoda Rogey. On the 16th of the same montli** 
he again conveys a remonstrance from Dr. Milne on the. Raja’s policy, 
who observes: “ The Kamgars for nothing have sent diflerent agents, 
“ and they are to make use of the nann? of the Maharaj, and whether 
“ these advocates are honest or dishonest cannot be known. This should be 
“first provided against. This is my most earnest request to the Maharaj.” 
On the 18th March,j '|' Rungoba details the particulars of an interview between 
Dr. Milne and oiie of the advocates, and conveys the following message to the 
Raja: “ As to what is this he is doing, get a letter hi my oivn name front the Ala- 
“ haraj Sirkar within eight or ten days from this day, to the effect that none of the 
“ party arc to remain here, and that the confusion has been done away with.” The 
agent excuses himself for writing so much on the subject, and observes : 
“ There being in Bombay twenty-nine Vakeels as advocates, a petition setting forth 
“ charges against each of them has been written, and a note addressed to me, 
“ begging that this petition may be delivered to the Maharaj Sirkar. Such a 
“ machination is going on here. Aft(;r making a copy of that petition I will 
“ transmit it.” On the 20th March, RungobaJ.}; gives the following account 
of how this remarkable document came into his possession : “On the 17th 
“ instant some Hindoos sent a petition addressed to the Maharaj Sirkar and a 
“ note to my address. That packet was delivered at my lodgings in the even- 
“ itig at the time of lighting the lamps, when 1 was ab.sent. I opened il, and 
“ found it to contain the course.of proceeding pursued by tvVenty-liine Vakeels, 
“ and it was deceitfully sent.” He states, he cannot discover the author, for¬ 
wards the petition and note, and observes : “ These people of Bombay cannot 
“ be controlled. Whosoever likes, writes whatever matter he pleases, and 
“ sending it to the Durpunwalcy^§ gets it published.” I beg to refer my Col¬ 
leagues to the anonymous ])etition, which ])rofesses to proceed from “ the 
“ Hindoo tribe now residing in the different prants of Bombay.” 1 think it 
highly probable that it was a ruse of Dr. Milne’s party, to give weight to their 
remonstrances against the employment of so many Vakeels. Each Vakeel’s, 
character is described in terms of abuse, excepting Dr. Milne himself, who is 
stated to be “ An old man and very steady, and one who will bring to its end 
“ any thing that he may conceive. Such a person he appears to be. None of 
“ the European officers in Bombay are on good terms with him.” The petition¬ 
ers remark, as Dr. Milne had done before: “ If there be one Vakeel there will 
“ be np interruption to business.” But the most disgraceful part of the ruse 
, Vesorted 

* No. 14 of the series with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter'of tlie 15th February, 
f No. 12 of the series with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans's letter of 17th March. 

No. 15 of the same series. * 

§ No. 1 of the series witli Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans's letter of 25th April, 
il No. 2 of the same scries. No. 4 ditto. 

•* No 5 ditto. ff No. 6 ditto. It No. 7 ditto. 

5 ^ Editor of a native newspaper published in Bombay. 
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resorted to, is that where the destruction of the Hindoo religion is alluded to; 
" Formerly a turbulence prevailed, but we did not witness it ourselves; now, 
“ however, by seeing the Vakeels, we suppose that it must have taken place 
“ in this very way, or that the time of the deslncction of the Hindoo religion is 

at'hand. Jieing fullif impressed with this, ice think that this thing is very ill 
“ done; therefore, let the Maharqj have kindness on the Hindoos, and if he has 
“ any wish that our religion should he preserved, that his kingdom should continue 
" firm, and that tlie false accusation raised should be removed, lie should recall 
” all the Vakeels to him, and keep one at Bombay on this business from among 
“ them, who may be intelligent, knowing, smart, steady, and ready at answering. 
“ This should be done in the first instance, otherwise some serious mischief will 
“ be done by all these Vakeels. We write this under ati oath.” In a letter of the 
24th Marclf,* Bungoba alludes to Nana Sunkersett, one of our Native J usticcs of 
the Peace, in such terms as shew that the Raja had directed his agency to bft 
made use of; but this is declined by the Doctor. The Raja also appears to have 
written: “Now we have placed the whole reliance solely on the Doctor Sahib.” 
On which he observes: “ 1, a physician, after examining the distemper of the 
“ Maharaj, and prescribing medical remedies, and changing the nature of the 
“medicine, have now contracted the whole of the distemper myself, and doses 
“continue to be. administered : do not have any fear.” 1 might greatly 
multiply the extracts bearing on this point, but merely refiTring to Nos. 17, 
20, and 22, of the series of letters accompanying Lieutenant-Colonel Oyaus’s 
letter of the 31st May, I shall conclude this part of my minute, by a brief 
allusion to the negotiations for entertaining on the Raja’s behalf a Barrister of 
the Supreme Court. 1’his sufijeet is first alluded to in a letter from Rungoba, 
dated the 22d February,f at which time his name had not transpired, shewing 
that communications with him were carried on independently of Dr. Milne. 
On the 14lh March'|. he is alluded to as being “sick with his leg hurt;” which 
proves that Mr. Howard is the Barrister referred to; and it will be in the 
Board’s recollection, that this gentleman applied to Government for permission 
to visit Govind Row Dewan at Ahmednuggur, which was refused, the family 
of that person afterwards declaring thdt his interference was without their 
knowledge. From Itungoba’s letter of the 4th April§ it appears, that Dr. 
Milne viewed this proceeding with jealousy ; for therein the Raja is repre¬ 
sented to have written : “ As to this, do not you hci’caftcr adopt such a course 
“ of speaking so inconsiderately. Jf any one is coming into our party, it is not 
" necessary to put him off inadvertently. Whatever thing may, in the opinion 
“ of both the Sahibs, be thought favourable to our party, and to our advan- 
“ tage* should be done accordingly. Whether he should be believed, or you, 
“ cannot be perceived.” He then details his efforts to effect a meeting be¬ 
tween Dr. Milne and the barrister (Howt Sahib), which the former dt'clined ; 
observing, “ if the Maharaja’s complaint were to be made to the King’s Court, 
“ three law barristers would be reciuired. • 1 do not require in this affair any 
“ Eurojiean or Native to ;issist me.” On the 20th May,)) Rungoba forwards 
a memorandum, containing particulars of the nature of tliQ negotiations made 
with Mr. Howard; to which, as well as to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovaus’s remarks 
thereon in the twelfth paragraph of his letter of the 31st May, I requi;st 
attention. The Raja’s object appears to have been to get his caose into the 
Supreme Court; that, in consequence of Dr. Milne's disapiirobalion, the 
project was for a time suspended, but that ultinrately engagements of some 
kind were entered into, 3,000 rupees per mensem, and a reward at the end of 
the business, being assigned to Mr. Howard in remuneration for his services. 

7. Independently of his Bombay agents the Raja has numerous agents, and 
carries on an extensive correspondence witli England ; and T shall now pro¬ 
ceed t(^ select extracts beating on this point. On the 12th December^ 
Rungoba writes : “ A certain great man iS about to proceed to Europe : I 
“ have explained to him the papers, and how the difi’ercnce arose, and ahso 
“ how a suspicion subsequently originated. All this I made him understand 

•“ by 

• No. 9 of the series of 2.5tli April. + No. 2 of the scries of 17th March. 

^ No. 4 of tlic scries of 25th April, § No. 19 ditto. 
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by verbal coiiimunicatiou and by papens. He i.s familiar with the affair of 
“ the Sirkar from the first. He and Milne Sahib are of one place and friends. 
“ He i.s well aged. He has'tendered his salaams.” On the 28th December* 
he writes : “ The great man and friend is to go to England. In order that he 
“ may fully understand the case, the whole of the depositions and other pafiers 
“ sent to Calcutta by Mr. Milne are given to him for perusal. The Sahib is 
“ arranging to give him copies of such of the papers as he thinks irnpor- 
“ t-ant.” On the 14th Januaryf Dr. Milne, when strongly objecting to the 
employment of many advocates, is represented to observe as follows : “ I sent 
“ an Furopoan to England, not minding the inconvenience arising from my own 
“ business, and without ex|)cnding any money of yours for the present; for in 
“ the same way as the Governor has entertained a perverse opposition, I have 
“ fostered it.” I think it very probable that Mr. M'Doiiald, fornterly editor 
oT the /fow/irny is the agent here alluded to. On the 21st January;}; 

allusion is made to a letter from the Rajah, “ transmitted by Rungoba, through 
“ a friend of his, to the British I’arliament,” the receipt of which had been 
•acknowledged. On this Rungoba observes: “ 1 have agreed with the friend, 
•‘ that after our letter reaches its destination, and when we have received 
“an answer. 1 will take him to the Uoozoor (Sattara) and make a ()Ctition, 
“ and tliat the Sirkar iviH out of ^race plcu.se him in a manner .suitable to 
•‘ hi.s churaeter and becoming the high name of the Sirkar. Such a pledge 
“ I have given him. Here no expense was incurred for transmi.s.sion, 
“even though the affair was a difficult one: the charge which may be 
“ incurred there only for deliv'e:ring it will come in writing. After the letter 
“ being delivered to the British I’arliament an answer will come. Now he 
“ has acknowledged its receipt.” On the 2Gth .lanuary§ Rungoba writes fully 
about the communications with Englaml, and reports that Dr. Milne had said : 

“ Robertson Sahib and other Sahib I.oks, servants of Government, are afraid to 
“ write letters, 1 have cxpresslj' sent another good man to England, of which 
“ you are aware. This affair is great, and will take some; time, more or less 
" this noise has extended as far as C-alcutta and England :” and promises to 
go himself tc) England if neces.sary. ^’he same lettc-r alludes to the reeei])t of 
one from England “ from Mes.sr.s. Sanderson and (^u., copy and translation of 
“ which is sent to the Raja." It a])]>ear,s that this was in ri'ply to one sent di¬ 
rect by Rungoba before he became a.ssociafed wdth J)r. Milne. On the 28th 
February |j Rungoba informs the Raja, that Colonel Robertson, formerly Resi¬ 
dent at Sattara. “ thinking it not right to sit here, looking at the adversi; lime 
“ hanging over him, and knowing that, unless he went back to England and 
“ exerted himself it would not be well.” had ]>roc('edod to England on sick 
certificate. On the 13th March*[ the agent writes: “Mode of transmission 
•‘ to I'lngland. Colonel Robert.son being a Government servant, no answer to 
“ letters to him ctmie ; therefore an European good advocate, commanding in- 
“ fhience, was written to, to be Vakeel, and having communicated to him the 
“ jirobablc extent of monthly allowance, and having appointed him as Vakeel 
“ to make a representation to the Court of Directors, letters of the Sahib went 
“ to him, and are constantly going.” lie further states: “ As soon as 
“ information was known from Calcutta, iHegh Sahib, ** another advocate 
“ was sent, in order to rejiresent to the Court of Directors, and if circum- 
“ stances required, to the King's Government, the Parliament-. Three 
“ other friends wlio went were made fully informed, and entrusted 
“ with papers to deliver to Robertson Sahib. Two arc advocates of truth: 

“ one has already given an acknowledgment by a publication.” Colonel 
Lodwick is likewise alluded to, as interesting hini.self in the Raja’s 
•' cause., in order to shake off the blame on him.” On the 15th 
March.-j t allusion is made to Mr. Ironside having proceeded to England, and 
as being likely to be of service. He saw the papers here, and th^ papers 
“ since prep-ared he was desired to sec there with Robertson Sahib.” From 

this 

* No. 8 of the series with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter of the 15tli February. 
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this letter it also appears, that the Raja had written about Dr. Milne himself SATTAR/ 

^proceeding to England.* Ctn the 24th March, J^e alludes to a letter to be PA PER S, 

addressed to Lord Clare, and observes, “ At Calcutta and England, good Minute 

“ pleasures are adopted. The advocates have reached : now, no fear can be by theGoverc 

“entertained.” On the •25th March t he announced the arrival of a steamer 24Aug.l83E 
from England, and that by her Dr. Milne had received a letter from Colonel 
Ballantine, dated the 24th January, stating that he had represented the Raja’s 
circumstances to Sir James Carnac, and alluding to his own case and the aid" 
afforded to him by Dr. Milne, whom he described to Sir James as “agentlc- 
“ man of experience, rigidly just and of good principles. He will not inter- 
“ ferc: in any false affair as he writes there, the case of the Raja of Sattara is 
“ foiridedjn truth, and bis manners are also good.” A letter from England 
to Dhactyee is referred to in confirmation of the above. On the 50th March ;j; 

Runi-oba reports, .that letters had on that date been sent to Colonels Robertson 
and lx)dwick. On the 2d April,§ Rungoba reports, in detail, what letters 
had teen forwarded to England on the 1st of .luly 1837, “ to the House of 
“ Parl’ament,” by an intimate friend of his, to a mercantile correspondent, 

“ without spe.nding any money,” and that their receipt had been ‘dcknow- 
lodged. lie forwards, at the same time, copy in Englisli, and a translation 
of a letter received from Messrs. Sanders and Co., stating, an account of 
charges would be sent, which must be paid when an answer is rcc:eived from 
the ]*arliament. On thefith April H the agent transmits, by order of Dr. Milne, 
translation of a letter received “ from an Euro|)ean friend of the Doctor 
Sahib.” To which 1 beg particularly to refer, as containing jjroof of the 
discreditable devices jiractised by Dr. Milne to maintain his infiuenee over the 
Raja of Sattara. The letter states, that the Governor “ is recalled to Eng¬ 
land ” for the following reasons: 1st, for not attending to an order from Eng¬ 
land and Calcutta, to establish a bank in Bombay ; 2d, I’or treating the Raja 
of Sattara with dishonour and disrespect; 3d, for disobeying the orders of the 
Court of Directors, to compel the Guicowar to pay the demands of Dhackjee 
*Dadajce; 4th, lor subjecting Colonel jpallantine to difficulty and distress; 

5th, in consequence of various complaints from the Governor General that 
* the Governor of Bombay w'ill not obey orders. In a letter of the 20tli A])ril^| 

Rungoba stales, that Jjr. Milne had sent privately to the Governor General 
copy of a letter which ho had received irom Mr. Elphiristone, copy of which 
he forwards to the Raja. On the 25th April ** he again alludes to thiseommii- 
nicatiou ; and, by Dr. Milne’s desire, instructs the Raja to send letters to Mr. 

Elpliinstone and land Clare. On the 30th April I't be refers to a letter written 
by Dr. Milne to Mr. Elphinstoiie. On the 2d .May,;j::|' he refers to various paper.s 
sent to the Court of Directors by the .steamer, and alludes to himself pro¬ 
ceeding to England. On the 14{h May,§§ he forwards translation of a letter 
received bj' Dr. Milne from his friend in England, find states that the doctor 
has most particularly desired that it may be kept secret. Rungoba’s letters of 
the 18th and 20th May |||| likewise contain certain allusions to communications 
received from England. In conclusion, I beg to refer to Lieutenant Colonel 
Ovans’s remarks in the third and fourth paragraphs of his letter of the 31st 
May, in which he states, he has reason to believe “ that the translations 
“ of these English letters .sent to the Raja are made in such a manner, as 
“ be.st to suit the purposes of these Bombay agents, 'without much attention 
“ either to truth or accuracy.” 

8. This correspondence further proves, that Dr. Milne has, throughout his 
agetury, iu'jtructed the Raja what communications he should make to Govern¬ 
ment ; w’iich is not unimportant. On thy 9th December,5ii[ Rungoba, in Dr. 

Milne’s name, requests the Raja to send copies of petitions from the Ijcirs or 
wives in the houses of Rajushri Dinkur Row Mohitch, Babajee Purarkur, 

Rowlajee 
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Rowlajee Naick, andGovind llaojee. This reqiysition is repeated on the 15th 
and 18th December;* and still more recently on the 24th ;t “ Tliaf zubanee% 
“ or urzees (depositions or petitions) should come. A supplication was written 
“ before, two or three tiroes ; but now the Sahib has said, ‘ write and send 
“ ‘ about the above matter, and write a supplication to the Maharaj Sirkar, 
“ ‘ that now, by papers and by any circumstances more or less, I should be 
“ ‘ immediately assisted. If dispatch is not used at the proper time there is 
‘ helplessness.’ ” In a letter of the 28th December, J Rungoba alludes to a letter 
from the Raja forwarding .some zubanees, which he took to Dr. Milne, “ who 
“ was much delighted.” It furtber.appears, that copies, in English and Mah- 
ratta, of all Dr. Milne’s letters to the Governor General are sent to the Raja; 
and the following extracts will shew what is the object of this precaution. On 
the 12th December,^ Rungoba writes: “Mr. John Milne Rahadoor for- 
“ warded, through the Governor in Council, letters to his Lordship the Governor 
“ General, of which copies in English, and translations in Mahratta, six in 
" nuiuhcr, as well as the letter written before to Major Felix, private secrc- 
“ tary, have been already transmitted to the Iloozoor. Now ifadu in T‘aigli.sh, 
“ being co])ics caused by Milne Sahib to be made from the above-mentioned 
“ letters, and attested Inj his oicu hand-writing, have been given to rue i'or trans- 
“ mission, in order that the Iloozoor may be acquainted with them, as dncu- 
“ nients to guide in speaking, which 1 also send on the service.” On the loth 
i)eeend)er,ll he instructs the Raja how to answer any in(|uiry which the 
Resident might make respecting Dr. Milne’s letters, observing, “ the annmu- 
“ nication here, and that to the lloozuor shou/d coincide ■, let no mistake he coni- 
“ milted. To this the Khawnnd (master) sl)ould ])ay the grcate.st attention. 
“ The Sahib has directed me to write on this subjiiet.’’ J’lu? injunction is re¬ 
peated on the 17th December; and on the 2Sth^ the agent writer ; “ If tlu 
“ Resident asks, then an answ'cr should be given, in a manner///(/t the proceed- 
“ ing here and there mail agree. He (Dr. MUne) has however desired me to 
“ vmite a hint On the 1st January** the Raja is instructed not to write any 
letter direct to Government, for that Dr. Milne’s letters are written “ in tlu 
“ name of the Maharaj Chuttruputtee Sirkar.” From the eonte.xt it api>ears, 
that the Raja had j)rei>arcd some letter for transmission. In a letter of tin- 
24tli February,tt Rungoba gives the Raja instructions how to act, in case, as 
was reported, a Committee was sent to Sattara by the Government of India; 
but on this subject full and detailed instructions are contained in his subse¬ 
quent letter of the 26th February,I'j; which is deserving of particular attention, 
as a very curious communication. On the tlth March,4§ the agent acknow¬ 
ledges the rcceijjt of the zubanec of C.’hand Sepoy, and states it is good. On 
the 1,5th March, ||j( Dr. Milne calls for certain documents. “ Regarding this 
(he is said to observe) “ a petition from his brother, and zubanees as evidence-. 
“ are. required.” The .same letter contains additional instructions to the Raja, 
in the event of a Committee being appointed. On the 24th Aprilf^ a rough 
dr.aft of a letter to the Court of Directors, prepared by Dr. Milne, is forwarded 
to the Raja, with instructions to transmit it in the usual form through the Re¬ 
sident, and to .send a duplicate and triplicate to Dr. Milne, that he may send 
them direct to England, Thc.se in.structions are repeated on the 25th ;*** and 
the Raja is informed, “ The rough drai't in English was prepared by the Sahib 
“ with his own hand, of which a translation made in Mahratta is transmitted. ’ 
The agent, at the same time, sends a draft of his own. On the 2d of May,111 
the appointment of a Committee is again referred to, and a mcmorandum:j;1;;| oi 
instructicjiis is forwarded. On the 4th May,§^§ the Raja is called on to send a 
list of persons confined by Government, in a letter to be sent to the Court ol 
Directors. On the 6th May,l|l|i| the agent states, important papers had been 

sent 
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sent to the Raja, and requires a receipt; and again calls on him to send the 
letter to the Court of Directors, that it may be dispatched by the steamer, as 
well as letters to Mr. Elphinstone and Lord Clare. On the 20tli May,* Dr. 
Milne is stated to have said, “ Our advocates have arrived in England, t here- 
“ fore send now for a letter of the Sirkar to the Court of Directors, and one 
“.should be transmitted to the Re.sident, taking the copies.; go.” These 
extmcts are sufficient to establish, that the communications purporting to be 
made by the Raja himself are, in many cases, not his, but Dr. Milne's own 
composition. 

9. The most important circumstance,* however, brought to light by this 
correspondence is, the shameful «se (or rather, I should say, abusej uf the 
liberty of the [jrcss, which Dr. Milne has re-sortcd to in advocating the Raja's 
cause. It proves him to be the author of the gross libels wdiich have at 
dift'ereut times been published in the Jiomhaif 6 V/:t. 7 (fe against tliis Government, 
in allusion to the Sattara case ; and tlic.se have invarialily been transmitted, 
l)y Dr. Milne’s orders, to tlie Raja, as a proof of the power at his command to 
vilily the Governnicnt of which he is the pensioned servant. Dr. 31i!nc s con¬ 
nexion with the (it/zeUe press is matter of notorictv, and .Mr. Macdonald, 
recently the Editor of that jiaper; is believed to have proceeded to England as 
the. Raja’s advocate. (.)ii the 29th January |' Riingoba writes: “ In the 
“ (idzcllc of the 2 ()th the Sahib has inserted a publication, in whicli, ‘ the 
“ ‘ Guicowar is a scirvant and the .Maharoj Sirkar tlie master.’ This and 
“ other matters are published at length, ol' which a translation is sent in 
“ ilindoocic, and f will hereafter .send the English to the TToo/oor.” On turn¬ 
ing to hie of that datt;, I find that Dr. Milne's object was to revive tin- Raja of 
Sattara s pretcn,sion.s to be regarded as the Guicowar’s *' former sovereign,” 
and to advocate his acknowledged claims to superiority over the whole 
Mahratta emiiire, whicli, I need not observe, ceased with the downfall of the 
Reishwa. On the 6 th Ecbruarv.|. Ruiigoba forward.s an extract from the 
Gazelle of the 2 d from the Lmulou Gazette, together with the answer of the 
Itaaihai/ Gazelle, stating that the title “ Sattaraknr Mahara.j Sirkar” ap])cared 
to he high, and giving admonition to the Governor, “ explaining that it had 
“ been written by some one of the Euroiiean friends, in order that the Rritisli 
“ Parliament and the Court of Directors may know, tliat by raising a liilse 
“ charge of treason, ojipressiun has been used, and so forth.” He stales# that 
this is sent by Dr. .Milne's direction. It refers to a squib alleged to be taken 
from a Scotch paper, but in all probability concocted in Bombay, staling that 
Sir R. Grant was to be raised to the jieeragc, under tlie title of “ Earl of 
Sattara.” Allusion is also made to the eH'usions of the Gazelle in Rungoba's 
letters of the 18th and 24tli March.^ (.)n the Gth JlarchU Rungoba reports : 

“ This day the Gazelle was jiublislied, that an .order from tlic Governor 
“ General has come to Bombay. Of this a translation in llindooee and the 
“ original Gazelle arc sent to the Hoozoor, by which it will be known.” The 
notice referred to appeared in the Gazelle of lli^-. .5th March, and reflects most 
sevtrely on the measures of this Government at Sattara, ehai;aeteri/.ing them 
as “ most oppressive and injurious, and highly detrimental to our credit with 
“ the Natives, and productive of inconveirienee and annoyance to one oi’ the 
“ be.st affected Princes of India to the British Government." On the 26t|j 
Marchll the agent forwards “ translation of the matter published on the 24th 
“instant in the Gazelle and Courier, venA the English papers:” and on tlie 
2Gtli** he writes: “ In the publication of the Gazette and the Courier of the 
“ day before yesterday, the matter regarding the removal of the Governor 
“ Sahib, and .so forth, is written, which may most probably haye been 
“ received.”. On the 12 th Mayft Rungoba writes: “ In the Gazette of the 
“ 11 th in.stant it i.s stated, that puttans of women have been prepared, and that 
“ tlie Court of Directors having passed a decision in favour of the Maharaj 

“ Sirkar 
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“ Sirkar, have declared the Maijaraj innocent, and so forth. After translat- 
“ ing it, I will send it to-morrow.” 

10. I request the Political Secretary will have the goodness to collect the 
notices above alluded to, in order that they may accompany the correspohd- 
ence. It is for the Governor General and the Home Authorities to determine, 
whether one of 'its pensioned servants should, with impunity, resort clandes¬ 
tinely to the press, to bring the Governments of the country into disrepute. I 
cqpccive that, if such endeavours are to pass unnoticed, the most injurious 
consequences .will result. I am aware that, under the existing laws, this 
Government is powerless; but this naturally suggests, whether some law 
ought not to be ])asscd to provide against suph a monstrous abuse of the liberty 
of the press. Dr. Milne receives a pension of £700. per year, and tlie Court 
may, perhaps, take into consideration, how far his most unjustifiable pro¬ 
ceedings ought to affect this; or, at all events, whether it is not expedient to 
stop its payment in this country, and declare that henceforward it shall only 
be payable to himself in person at Leadenhall Street. 

11. The correspondence teems with abuse of the Bombay Government and 

its officers. In illu-stration of this I shall give a few extracts. On the 2Gtli 
.January* Itungoba represents Dr. Milne to state : “ His Lordship pays great 
“ attention to my letters, and after making iinpiirics, writes to the (iovernor, 
“requiring him to .send immediately the proof, as to upon what grounds he 
“ hax raised this storni, and as to what arc the documents. In the same way 
“ as the Maharaj will not suffer himself to be stigmatized ht/ false accusations 
“ raised, so the Governor is j/laced in the same situation. Out oi two parties, one 
“ must consider himself as worsted ; how can that be done .soon? Now, after 
“ some time, the Governor will w’lite that they cannot be proved.'.' On the 
30th .January,'I' the Government is charged with instigating false clainis and 
accusations against the llaj», and Dr. Milne is rej)resented to reply to .some 
questions from the Raja thus: “ About this the Maharaj should have no fear. 
“ Let them (the Government) write what they like, bi/ dressing it u]i, 1 will 
“ afterwaKls call on them to account for this.” On the 21st February;}; he 
writes, that the Governor General had written a letter of censure to this 
Government; and on the 22d§ as follows: “ From Bombay, out of spite to 
“ the Raja, and in order to take charge of every thing, such written conmiunica- 
“ tiflns out of perverseness are made. Upon this, the persons conqwsing the 
“ Committee there (Bengal Council) have drawn an inference, that the 
“ English Authorities at Bombay write from malice, and that there is no docu- 
“ ment.” I beg also particul.arly to refer to Rungoba’s letter of the 2()th 
February,II but more especially to the seventh paragraph; likewise to 
the falsehoods and abuse contained in the agent’s letter of the 2d 
March,*1 and to the allusion made to the case of the village of Rawloj, 
in his letter of the 3d of the same month.** In another letter of the 
12th March'!j- Rungoba writes: “Just then an 'order came from Calcutta 
“ ‘ to that eftect: ‘ Oppression has been used and enmity raised against 

“ ‘ the Raja by listening to false speakers: this appears from yotir written 
“ ‘ communications. You declare the Raja’s case to be untrue, by using 
“ ‘ any pretext that you should persecute him (the Raja) is not right. Be it 
“ ‘ so. We have sent your letters and those of his to England, and will 
“ ‘ send thosa which may come. You should preserve your own cha- 
“ ‘ racter. ,This has happened, and has been done very ill.’ ” In another 
letter of the same date {;• Rungoba mentions the receipt of a letter from a Euro¬ 
pean friend of Dr. Milne at Calcutta, stating that the Governor General was 
greatly displeased with the Govern8r of Bombay, “ for having acted contrary 
“ to rules, and shown dishonour; that the Governor had been •actuated by 
“ enmity, and had done a thing liable to censure.” On the 13th March,§§ Dr. 
Milne is stated “ to have made the Hindoos come off' upperhand.” On the 
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25th March •the Governor General is reported to have written: “ But Sir 
“ Robert Grant,, without understanding it, and influenced In/ stubbornness, is de- 
” grading both the Governments; therefore, the letters which came from the 
“ Raja, as well as those sent by the Governor, are transmitted. The Court 
“ of Directors having seen them, immediately dismissed him, and having 
" appointed another Ciovernor, an order has gone to the Governor General." 
In a letter of the 25th March, f the Governor General is represented to 
praise Dr. Milne, informing this Government tliat he was a “ pensioned and 
“ old servant of the Company’s Government, of e.xpcrience, mature age, aYid 
“ ol higii character." (!)n the 30th March,;{; Rungoba writes in Dr. Alilnc s 
name: " As the order from Calcutta was not attended to, his Lordship was 
“ displeased, and wroa? a complaint to England that they would not oIk y 
the orders.” .1 have in a previous part of this minute alluded to the aspersions 
cast on this (.Tovernmont in llungoba .s letter and enclosure of the. Oth Ajiril.^ 
On the 2()th May|| Rungoba writes as i'ollows : “The Mookt (the Governor) 
“ is in deep consideration; the eausi! is, the Bengal Government liuve 
“ written, ‘The conimunieations hitherto written by you regarding the Maha- 
“ ‘ raj ajipear to us to have been written out of spite; and as regards the sus¬ 
picion, on looking for any faidt on his part, nothing apfiears to us. .Such 
“ ‘ lieing the ease, what you have done, is a very improper thing flone.' in 
“ eoiisc.(|ucnee ol this his body is inflamed, and he is in eonsidcnition, by 
“ w riting to iMiglund, by some act or other, the blame on him should be re¬ 
moved. leaving the Council and taking pains he was writing. But anv 
“ eoinimmication to be .sent to any distant country could not bo sent without 

the eoneurrenee o( th(> Members of tkiuncil, therefore Anderson Sahili, Boyd 
“ Sahib, and Reid Sahib, .seeing the contents of the report, and finding that 
“ the whole of the jn’oecediiig was out of malice, a conversation between them 
“ and the Mookhpassed thus.” I'or further particulars 1 beg to refer to the let¬ 
ters oi the gentleman above named, being represented as advising the Governor 
t() throw' the blame on the Resident, to which eti'ect a report was prepared and 
dispatched. 

12. .Another circumstance worthy of remark in this corresjiondence, is Dr. 
Milne s interference with matters altogctiicr unconnected with the Sattara 
case. On this point I shall c:ontcnt myself with a general reference to Xos. 
2, 4, and G of the series accompanying Lieutenant-Colonel Clvans's letter of 
the ITth -March, and to No. 5 of that .sent with his letter of the 25th April. 

13. There is one letter of the series accompanying Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans s letter of the 17th March, ■which deserves to be jiarticularlv noticed. 
It is dated the 12th of that month,and the Acting Resident reports that it 
was superscribed, “ this lukotah should be opened and read by the Khawund 
“ Sirkar hiimself; no ouecl.se .should be allowed to open it." The allusion ton 
communication made by Ballajec Punt Natoo needs no other remark, than that 
it js a pure fiction of the writer. The dd paragraph is of importance inasmuch 
as it ])roves that Dr. Milne demanded that 50,000 rupees should be remitted 
to him by the Raja, and consequently, that his object in so conipletely iden¬ 
tifying him.self with this case is not quite so disinterested as he would wish 
us to believe. The Raja, it a])pears, had alluded to a report that he was to 
be confined in the fort; and on this being communicated by Rungolva, Dr. 
Milne is represented to have observed : “ Do not have any appridicnsion. A 
“ ship also will arrive in the courst; of fifteen or twenty days. If-stich a thing 
“ take place, for expcn.ses 50,000 rupees will be requircil, regarding whicli 
“ means should be adopted as soon as this letter reaches.” The agent proceeds 
to remark; “ In short, the money should be taken from the Treasury, under 
” the plea that it has been sent to the Advocate in England. If the business 
“ here be accomplished, the money will remain in deposit with Milne Sahib. 

“ As regards this, I will send Rajushri Dada Prulhad in the course of two or 
“ three days. There is no cash. liCt no such doubt be entertained : the time is of 

“ a difficult 
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" a difficult nature. If that happen, whose wealth is it ? This should be fully 
“ seen.” On the 20th May* Rungoba again alludes to thjs requisition for 
money, and states: “ The money should come and remain here. For the 
“ purpose of dispatching me, an amount of money, from 30 to 50,000 rupees, 
“ should come and remain with me, which will be expended only in the case 
“ of my going. This plan being resolved on with the concurrence of the 
“ Sahib and the friend, I have written it.” 


'14. * * 

* » 

* * 

15. * * 

* « 

»• * 

* * 


» • » 

* * » 

* * * 

« ♦ * 

♦ * * 

* . * ■* 

♦ * # 

* ♦ * 


16. In the foregoing review of the Acting Resident’s reports, I have to ac¬ 
knowledge the indefatigable exertions of Mr. Willoughby. They tend forcibly 
to shew the importance of bringing to a clo.se the question now before the 
Government of India regarding the Raja of Sattara, and the great evil that 
re.sults from the intrigues now being carried on, which, at the pre.scnt moment, 
should be put an end to, by an early and effectual decision on the proceedings 
and opinions of this Government now before his Lordship. 

17. Nothing that will leave the seeds of the present disaffective power to 
spring up should remain. The affairs of Sattara may now be completely set 
at rest, by decisive measures, the effect of which will be extensively observed 
and felt; but if not so disposed of now, it may be more difficult to deal with 
them hereafter, should circumstances favour his Highness’s assuming a more 
openly avowed position of hostility; the will to assume which is not wanting, 
and every inducement to do it has been fostered and promoted by our own 
servants in the character of his agents, by communicating with him, and through 
the instrumentality of an unprincipled and licentious press. 

18. I have noticed this with regard to Dr. Milne in the 10th paragraph, and 
we should particularly bring forward in the letter transmitting these proceed¬ 
ings to the Governor General for instructions, the course to be pursued towards 
that gentleman. 


19. * * 

♦ » 

» • 

• « 


« • » 

» * * 

» * * 

m * * 


20. It 
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20. It is desirable that the information now before the Board should be sent 
by the steamer to the Honourable Court; and, to admit of this, the papers 
should reach the Politi cal Secretary as soon as possible, that there may be time 
to have copies of them made. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

24th August 1838. 
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MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 
Dated 25th August 1838. 


Minute by M 
G. W. Aiwicrte 
25 Aug. 1836 


1. The Raja of Sattara in his difficulties, certainly brought upon himself by 
the various intrigues in which he has engaged, catches at straws and re.sts 
upon delusions. I am not surprised at this, nor do I think what appears in 
this correspondence of much importance as respects himself, except as taking 
the title of “ King of the Hindoos but I think quite the contrary in respect 
to Dr. Milne; he knows the truth, yet the whole character of his advice to the 
Raja is deception, and fatal to his bc.st interests. Dr. Milne well knows the 
principles of our Government, and that it is impossible that it can ever have 
so abused those principles of justice, as to render valid the miserable acts and 
inlfigues into which he has entered, and with which he deludes the Raja. 


2. * 


* 



* 

* 

♦ 


♦ 

3. * 


* 

♦ 


* 

25th August 1838. 

♦ 

* • 

(Signed) 

* 

G. W. Andeksox 



MINUTE 

BY MR. J. A. DUNLOP, 

Without Date. 

Minute I)y 
Mr. .1- A. Diinl 
\Villn;ut tlnlc 

1. 

* ¥ 

* * * 

* * 



• 

2. Dr. Milne's conduct is so bad, that some means should be taken to 
mark the displeasure of Government, both as a warning to others in his situ¬ 
ation, and to the Natives under our protection, who might be misled, and I 
may say, plundered, as the Sattara Raja has been. 

(Signed) J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated 25th August 1838. 


Minute 

by the Governor. 
25 Aug. 18381 


(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1. Copy of this letter and enclosures should be sent to the Secret 
Committee and the Governor General, with the -correspondence alluded to 
in my minute of the 24th instant. 


2. The 
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.Minute 

ly tl>c Governor, 
27 Aug. 1838. 


Minute 
by the Governor, 
31 Aug. 1838. 


2. The facts herein reported are of considerable importance. It is beyond 
doubt, that Dr. Milne has lately passed a receipt for 24,000 rupees received 
from the Raja of Sattara. The pretext is, that the agent Rungoba is about to 
proceed to England. 

3. I beg to refer to the thirteenth paragraph of my minute of yesterday on 
this part of Dr. Milne’s proceedings. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

G. W. Anderson, 

25th August 183S. •!. A. Dem.op. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 21 th August 1838. 

(Subscribed to by tlic Board.) 

1. Copy of thisletter should be sent to the Governor General, with reference 
to our letter of the 3d July. 

2. The documents accompanying it are of some importance, as clcaring^up 
the only doubt which formerly remained regarding Girjibaee’s petition. 

3. The writer is now discovered, and he has identified the original petition, 
which is in Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s possession. The prccautioES to secure 
secrecy, for fear of the consequences on discovery, are remarkable. 

4. Rungoba’s letter of the 18th June shews that he had another meeting 
with Mr. Baber, who had promised to write to his friend at Goa, to ascertain 
what was newly pas.sing there. 

5. Copy of this communication .should be sent to the Secret Committee. 

(Signed) Jame-s Farisii. 

27th August 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated ‘S\st August 1838. 

(Concurred in by the Board.) 

On receipt of this letter, I informed M. . , I could not answer 

his application in my individual capacity. 

This correspondence should be .sent to the Governor General, because the 
Raja of Sattara, by treaty, is bound not to communicate with persons of this 
description. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

31st August 1838. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

• Dated 5th September 1838. 

(Concurred in by the Board.) 

• 

It is worthy of remark, that M.-’s first request was to be per¬ 

mitted to aecept emplo'yttient from the Raja: he now asks permission to 
settle in the Sattara territory, to carry on some speculation he has in view. 

I think, without assigning any reasons, M.-should be informed, 

that Government eannot grant him permission to proceed to reside within the 
Sattara territory. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

5th September 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 5lh September 1838. 

(Concurred in by the Board.) 

Copy of this letter should, if possible, be sent by the ile/rwicc to the Secret 
Committee, in continuation of our former despatch on the same subject, and 
likewise to the Governor General of India. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

G. W. Anpersox, 

6th September 1838. J. A. Dr.vi.op. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

[Dated 25th September 1838. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1. The letter from the Raja of Sattara should be translated, and eopy of it 
sent to Lieutenant-tkilonel Ovans for his remarks. 

2. It should also be forwarded to the Governor General, with an intimatifm 
that it will not be noticed by this Government, until we arc favoured with liis 
Lordship’s instructions on our several late communications on the afikirs of 
Sattara. 

3. We should request the Governor General’s particular attention to the 
sixth paragraph of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans's letter, and to the documents 
therein alluded to, proving that the Raja’s agents in Bombay have not 
scrupled to communicate to the Baja events of a political nature, which are 
at present a cause of much an.\ietv and embarrassment to the British Govern¬ 
ment. 

4. Is it, I may ask, to be tolerated, that persons, not only British subjects 
hut servants of the British Government, shall transmit information ol « poli¬ 
tical and secret nature, connected with military operations, to a foreign state 
hnowii to be ill-dispo.sed towards usY 'I’iiis Government eannot, of course, 
apply a remedy ; but it is our duty to represent in the strongest terms the 
gross indecency and inquopriety of .such communications. 

5. It will be seen, that Rungoba, in his letter -of the 7th ultimo (No. 9;, 
communicates in Dr. Milne’s name, that disputes exist ’uctween us and Persia, 
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atMl Aral)ia, anti llussia; tliat wc have couclutled a treaty with Runjeet Sing; 
that wc are threatened with hostilities by the Chief of Nepaul, who has col- 
iceled an army of twenty or twenty-five thousand men ; and lastly, that the 
Raja of Burmah is preparing to war against us. He then adds, that he had 
visited Mr. i3aber, who had confirmed the intelligence to the above effect 
received from Dr. Milne. Tn a postscript, he communicates information 
regarding the movement of troops and reinforcements expected from England; 
describes Shikar|)oor; and states, “The NcpalM’alahas issued proclamations, 
“ iiiviting all Hindoos, whoever they may be, to co-operate and to enter 
“ liis service." Tn Dr. Milne’s name ITungoba enjoins secrecy. “ The 
“ Sahib said, these matters, which I have directed you to write and report to 
“ the iMaharaj Sircar, should not be publicly communicated to any one 
“ tliore.’’ In a loiter of the fitli instant (No. 12), the agent gives information 
regarding pa.ssiug event.s in Afighanistan, and observes: “ The Roos, Room, 
‘‘ and other people, are warlike soldiers and sturdy. In the event of war 
*• breaking out it will be difficult; but the Rritish Government is formidable. 
“ Aftertliis, good successor ill success in this rests in the j)Ower of God, 
“ Thus hath the Sahib said." In a letter of the 1 Ith September he reports, 
that it has been discovered that the states of Rajpootana were in treasonable 
comtminication with Russia, and had written, “We all are one; with your 
'• eti-operation we will e.xpel the English from this country.’’ In allusion 
to the Raja’s own case the Agent observes,. and 1 think significantly, “ But 
“ lher(! is no documentary ju'oof.'’ In No. 14 he reports, that the Russians 
and Persians have united against us, and that Dost Mahomed, Wuzeer of 
Room Sham in Turkistan, had joined them with a great number of troops; 
and in No. 15, that orders have been received from the Governor General to 
send thirteen regiments from Bombay, and twenty from .Madras, against the 
it tissians. 


0. The three last letters of the series testify that Lieutcnant-f’olonel Ovans 
acted with his u.sual judgment, in snggo.sting that my letter, announcing the 
dentil of the late Governor, should not be delivered, and the manner in which 
his Agent intended to misconstrue that communication. 

7. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans's pre.sent letter should, if possible, be sent to 
llie Secret Committee by t.he October packet. 

2.jth September 183S. (Signed) .). Faki-su. 


.Minutf MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

/ the (iovernor, 

3 Oct. 1838. Datcd^dOctohcr 1838. 

1. This correspondence sufliciently proves the falsity of the representations 

made by Ni. --, ol‘ the objects which he had in view, in requesting 

])ermission to visit Sattara. and shews the necessity which exi.sted for our 
declining to allow him to do so. 

2. It should be forwarded to the Governor General, with our opinion, that 
t he public interests must suffer if some decisive measures are not soon adopted 
to put an end to these intrigues, by bringing the case of the Raja of Saltara 
to a final termination. 

3. The Acting Resident at Sattara may be informed to the above effect, 
tiiul the Secret Committee be informed, impossible, by the steamer about to 
leave. 


3d October 1838. 


(Signed) J. Fauisii. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 3</ October 1838. 

The fommunication which M.-- has made to the Political Sccrc- 

tary«shcws strikingly the lengths to which the parties who arc engaged in the 
Sattara intrigues are disposed to proceed. Whatever may liave been M. — 
-’.s object in the communication, whether the substance of this commu¬ 
nication be true or fictitious, he should, if the law provide the means, be 
checked and punished for such proceedings. If the communication he true, • 
and mean, as implied, that this person has been applied to by the agent of 
an Indian state for his aid in raising military levies, the communication is 
treasonable, in a British subject, if he withhold from Government the neces¬ 
sary information to enable them to adopt measures of counteraction. 

Before, however, adopting any nusasure, it would be best to refer to the 
Acting Advocate-General for his opinion, as to whether the circumstances 
reported by the Political Secretary amount to an oU’ence against the law's, 
and if so, of what distinct character, and what proceedings may be adopted 
against M.-. 

A co|)y of tlie metnoranilum, and of the reference to tlu'- Acting Advocate- 
General, should be sent to the Honourable the Secret Committee by the steam- 
packet, from which they will perceive the position in which Government is, 
through its highest officers, liable to be placed in the present slate of the law, 
w'ithout, as w e apprehend, the means of asserting its just position. But the 
result of the reference will hereafter be reported. 

(Signed) .1. Pah ISM. 

3d October 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated Sith October 1838. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1. All the material points in this corresjiondence are noticed by the Acting 
Resident, in his letter forw’arding it, to which the Governor General’s atten¬ 
tion should be drawn, but more especially to the 8th and five following para¬ 
graphs. 

2. There is, however, one misrepresentation in Dr. Milne’s letter which 
l.icutenant-Colonel Ovans could not expose. He observes: “Out of folly 
“ of his own, he went on a visit to Mr.Willoughby in the Secretariat, wdicn, 
“ whilst they w’ere mutually conferring, a violent quarrel took place which 
“ cannot be fully written. On hearing of that quarrel, I, though spirited, 
“ became wonderstruck. How could 1 write and report this.” And again : 
“ Such a Sahib entered into a controversy with Mr.Willoughby. To go into 
“ the Government-House without permission, and subject oneself to an act 
“ with disrespect to the Council, is a thing very ill done.” 

3. Dr. Milne evidently alludes to M.-. It is needless to state, 

that nothing of the kind which he reports to have occurred at the interview 
between this person and the Political Secretary took place. On the cbntrary, 

in one of his letters, M.-acknowledges the “ urbanity ” with 

which he w'as received. 

* ♦ * * * 

5, WHb 


SATTARA 

PARERS. 

Minute 
by the Govern 
3 Oct. 1838. 


Minute 

by the Governc 
5 Oct. 1838. 
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MINUTES OF THE 


S ATTARA 
PAPERS. 

Minute 

jr the Governor, 
5 Oct. 1838. 


Minute 

f the Governor, 
13 Oct. 1838. 


5. With reference to the allusion to a person named Nursoo Venktash, in 
the third paragraph of Rungoba-s letter of the 19th ultimo, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans should be requested. to report who this person is, with any further 
information regarding his proceedings he may be able to obtain. 

G. Paragraph seven of the Acting Resident’s letter should, I think, be sent to 
Mr. Bell, with a request that he will report what precautions are in force to 
prevent the Chitnavecs from communicating with improper persons. 

7. As there will not be time to send this in regular form to the Secret 
Committee,. I request the Political Secretary will send copy of this communi¬ 
cation and of my minute, at the same time explaining and apologizing for the 
irregularity. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

G. W. Anderson, 

3th October 1838. J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 13<A October 1838. 

1. I have perused with the most unfeigned satisfaction the minute of the 
Right Honourable the Governor General of India, dated the 23d ultimo, 
recording his opinions on the case of the Raja of Sattara, which are, in fact, 
exactly similar to those which the Government had previously reconded. 

2. I need not explain, that my satisfaction docs not arise from the fact that 
his Lordship has pronounced the Raja guilty of the three principal charges 
preferred against him : it arises from the circumstance, that all the obloquy 
and reproach which has been cast on this Government, and more especially 
on our late respected and lamented head, by the Raja and his supporters, are 
removed. We have now the satisfaction of learning, that there is no disagree¬ 
ment between his Lordship and ourselves respecting. the Raja’s guilt; and in 
this uniformity of opinion rests the comjilele justification of the measures 
adopted by this Government, in the painful, difficult, and responsible position 
in which it has been placed. 

3. With reference to the 10th paragraph of the Governor General’s minute, 
I cannot refrain from observing, that 1 am not aware that this Government has 
ever stated an o])inion, “ that magnanimity in pardoning an offence of a weak 
“ ally is not, in different cases which may be readily contemplated, to be at 
“ all viewed as a suitable and expedient policyon the contrary, I am quite 
jjrepared to admit, that cases of this kind have happened, and may again do 
so, where the parties may evince repentance, and arc likely duly to appre¬ 
ciate the clemency extended to them. All the remarks which 1 have made 
bearing on this question (and I think 1 may say the same of those which 
proceeded from the late Governor and my colleague Mr. Andenson) had jiccu- 
iiar reference to the individual case of the Raja of Sattara; and 1 am glad 
to find that the Governor General is of opinion that, in this case, “ niea- 
“ sines of leniency and conciliation would be perfectly inapjilicable.” 

4. 1 now beg to propose, that copy of the Governor General’s minute be 
forwarded to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, with a request that he will pre- 
j)arc and submit for our approval, with as little delay as possible, a state¬ 
ment of the description adverted to in the 12th paragraph. 

.3. To aid this able officer in the preparation of this statement, I would 
further suggc.st, that the Acting llesident be furnished with the summaries 
■)f evidence framed by the Political Secretary, and extracts from the minutes 
of Government commenting on them. 


6. The 
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f €. The only instruction which I deem necessary to issue to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans is, that he should confine himself to the three principal 
charges against the Rhja, and omit all doubtlul points, and such as he con¬ 
ceives cannot be supported by sufficient evidence, 

7. I should think a month or six weeks will be a sufficient period for 
the*Raja to complete his answer. On this point, however, the Acting Resi¬ 
dent’s opinion may be called for. 

8, lu submitting the statement, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans should report 
what measures he deems necessary for the full and efficient protection of 
the witnesses, and for preserving inviolate the guarantees which have been 
cxtcnAd to them. 

y. With reference to the 15th paragra])h of the minute, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans may be directed, as soon as he has prepared the statement with 
which he thinks the Raja should be furnished, to prepare a separate report 
on Dr. Milne’s conne.xion with this affair. 1 niay, however, observe, that 
our recent communications to the (iovernor General of India regarding this 
individual will have aflbrded his Lordship fuller information than he before 
pos.sc sscd, resjjeeting the highly ol)jcctionable character ol’ his proceedings as 
the Raja's advocate. 

10. 1 am juueh gratified to observe that the Governor General has noticed, 
in terms of high commendation, the eminent merits which Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans has displayed in the prosecution ami report of these inquiries; and, 
1 think, c\tracts from our letters bearing on this point should be commu- 
nscatcil to this officer. 

11. 1 think, also, it is essential to the public iutcrests, with the view to 
support ami strengthen Licntenant-Colonel Ovans’s authority in the arduous 
and difficult situation in which he will for some time to come be placed, 
that we should no longer delay confirming him in the office of Resident at 
Sattaru, for which he has proved himself so eminently qualified. By doing 
sr>, we shall afidrd the best proof in our power of his conduct having merited 
ami obtained our approbation: and, on these grounds, 1 have inucli pleasure 
ir, proposing his confirmation accordingly. 

(Signed) J. Faiu-sii. 

13th October 1838. 


MINUTE BY MR.G.W. ANDERSON, 

Without date, 

I entirely concur in the whole of this minute of the Ilonpumble the 
Governor. 


(Signed) G.W*. Anueuson. 


MINUTE BY‘MR. J. A. DUNLOP, 
Without date. 


S.4TTAR 

•Mioutc 
by tho Govri 
13 Oct. 18S 


Minute by Mji- 
G. W. Aiuicrsw, 
v.'itlKua 


Minute by v 
Mr. J. A. Dunl^ 
■without (lat&.f 


I entirely concur also. 


(Signed) J. A. Duniop. 



^ATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Minute by 
jCommander-ii 
Cliief, 

15 Oct. 1838. 


Minute 
the Governor, 
’ithout dale. 


Minute 

I tile Governor, 
;y Oct. 1838. 




MINUTE BY THE COMMANDER-l^-CHIEF, 

Dated \5th October 1838. 

To the observations of the Honourable the Governor I cordially agree. ' 

(Signed) J. K$ak£. 

15th October 1838. • 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Without Date. 

(Concurred in by Mr. Anderson.) 

In a matter of this nature I do not think Mr. Bell should so long have de¬ 
layed reporting to Government. 

These papers may be communicated to the Resident at Sattara, and the 
Political Agent in the Southern Mahratta country, in order that they may 
keep a strict watch over the proceedings of the suspected persons who reside 
within their range. 

The question noticed in the last paragraph is set at rest, by the objections 
taken to the measure in the subsequent despatch from the Agent of the I6th 
instant. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

G. W. Anderson. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 19lh October 1838. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Copy of this letter, and of the previous correspondence, may be sent to the 
Governor General, with a request that he will inform us, whether the proofs 
obtained by the Commissioner at Bittoor against these suspected persons are 
sufficient to justify the adoption of any measures against them ; whether, for 
instance, they ought to be apprehended and a search made for the papers ? 

Copy may be sent to the Re.sident at Sattara. 

The Acting Political Agent at Belgaum may be directed narrowly to watch 
their movements and proceedings. 

The names of the persons are : 

Venkut Row, 

Abba Abheynugkur, 

The Bruncharee, 

Damodhur Shaskee. 

If, by the employment.of confidential agents, Mr. Simson can discover their 
real objects and the measures they are pursuing, he should do so and report 
to Government. » 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

G. W. Ander.son, 

19th October 1838. J. A. Dunlop. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 29th October 1838. 

(Subscribed lo by the Board.) 

Copy of this communication, and of its enclosures, should now be forwarded 
to the Governor General and to the Secret Committee. It throws consider¬ 
able light as to the mode in which Dr. Milne conducts his pernicious agency; 
'and I J^ink we might ask his Lordship, whether this should any longer be 
toleraUp, and whether, with reference to those and other previous instances. 
Dr. Milne should not be peremptorily forbidden henceforward from holding 
any intercourse, direct or indirect, with the Raja, or any person connected 
with him ? In this case, perhaps, also, it will be desirable to acquaint the 
Raja of the prohibition. 


SATTAI^ 

PAPER^ 

by thoGonai 
S9 0ct.lS$ 


29th October 1838. 


(Signed) J. Fabish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, Minute ; 

• by the Govern; 

Dated Zlst October 1838. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 1 

Copy of this letter may be sent to the Resident at Sattara and the Acting I 

Political Agent in the Southern Mahratta country, and the latter officer may I 

be instructed to act agreeably to the orders contained in the 2d paragraph of 
the Government letter of the 31st October last. 


31st October 1838. 


(Signed) J. Fabish, 

G. W. Andek.so.v, 
J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, Minute p 

by the GoverirJ 

Without Date. witiiout dam 

Copy of this correspondence should be sent to the Governor General for 
instructions, with our opinion, that the affair is exceedingly suspicious, and 
that the Raja of Sattara holding direct communication with an adherent of 
Bajee Row’s is a breach of his treaty with the British Government. 

(Signed) J. Fabish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Without date. 

I am doubtful whether any advantage would arise from making a communi 
cation, of the nature indicated, at the present moment. < 

I would therefore propose, that copy of this letter should be sent to Lieu 
tenant-Colonel Ovans, and his opinion requested on the subject. 

(Signed) 


Minute 

by the Govern^ 
without r 


J. Fa.B1SM. 



SATTAttA 

??»APE8«. 

' ' ■ 'Minute 
il>y the Goreraor, 
; *2 Noy. 1838, 


kfinutc by Mr. 
i, \V. Anderson, 
without date. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 22d November 

l.Inhig letter of the 15tli instant, Ejeutenant-Cplonel Ovans, with great force, 
argues against the expediency of furnishing the Raja of Sattara with the state¬ 
ment ordered by the Governor General of India, and advocates the adoption, 
at once, of 'some final measures, with the view of bringing the case to a final 
and satisfactory conclusion. 

2. I freely confess, I concur in the Resident’s opinion. I do not seSViow we 
can, by any possibility, protect the witnesses, or prevent the Raja from tamper¬ 
ing with them, or from having recourse to force, intimidation, and bribery, 
to induce them to retract their evidence, if the statement is furnished to him, 
and at the same time he is permitted to retain sovereign powers. 

3. Although, therefore, I regret the delay wliich must be occasioned by 
another reference, 1 would propose that the question of our future mode ol‘pro¬ 
cedure should be submitted for his Lordship’s re-consideration. 

4. 1 am, myself, in favour of the temporary suspension of the Raja’s authority; 
but tills point must be determined by bis Lordship, At all events, 1 am of 
opinion a commission should be at once appointed, with full and explicit in- 
.struclions for the conduct of the inquiry ; and when they have as.seiii1)led, 
the statement prepared by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans should be communicated 
to the Raja, etfcctual measures having beeir previously adopted for protecting 
the witnesses. 

5. This course, indeed, if at once adopted, will bring the question to tiic 
earliest termination attainable. It may be abortive, unle.ss the witnesses are 
effectually protected ; and the only effectual means for their protection ap¬ 
pears to me to be, that which is adopted in every judicial inquiry into charges 
affecting the conduct of a functionary in pow'er, the suspension of that power, 
and the reason is of two-fold force w’hen this power is that of a sovereign, 

6. As supporting this view of the case, the Re.sident’s separate despatch of 
the 15th instant, forwarding communications from Rungoba, should be for¬ 
warded to the Governor General. These, I think, prove that the Raja lia.s al¬ 
ready determined not to answer the statement, but to call for the depo.sitious 
on which it is founded ; which, it must be obvious, ought not to be granted 
until the period of his final defence. 

7. Some doubts occur to me regarding the place at which the inquiry should 
be instituted. In some respects, I should consider it desirable that it should 
not be held at Sattara, and Ahmednugger, for instance, might be named. 
But this is a subject which will doubtless engage the Governor General’s con¬ 
sideration. 

8. Copy of the Resident’s letters should, if possible, be sent to the Secret 
Committee by the December steamer. 

(Signed) J. Faujsii. 

22d November 1838. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

Without date, 

T concur in thinking that the letter Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans has addressed 
to Ciovernment, in submitting a statement prepared to be delivered to the 
^llaja, should be sent to the Govemor.General, before acting upon the instruc- 
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tions we have received in respect to the proceedings to be adopted towards his 
Highness. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans urges much argument and many reasons 
of great weight, which I cannot but think the Governor General would desire 
to have submitted to his judgment, on an occasion, and in a matter of such 
great importance. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 


MINUTE BY MR. J. A. DUNLOP, 

Without date. 

1 concur in the proposed reference to the Governor General, under the 
difficulties represented by Colonel Ovans, which seem to be insuperable, if 
the communication is now made to the Sattara Raja. 

(Signed) J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE BOARD, 

Dated 30t/i November 1838. 

Copy of this letter and enclosure should be sent to the‘Governor General, 
whose orders may be asked, whether this mission is to be permitted to proceed 
to England ? 

Copy also may be sent to the Secret Committee. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

" G. W. Anderson, 

30th November 1838. J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated the Wth January 1839. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Copy of this letter may be sent to the Governor General of India. It is 
very probable that this is a fresh intrigue entered into, with the view of aiding 
in the Raja’s defence. It will say the documents that have come into our pos¬ 
session are forged, and instance the papers herein alluded to as proof. This 
is, however, mere conjecture on my part. 

(Signed) .1. Parish,. 

G. W. Anderson, 

J . A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated ‘2,5th January 1839.. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

I have some doubts of the expediency of making this communication to 
Dr. Milne, since it will lead to his calling for the intercepted correspondence, 
of which it would be bighlv undesirable he should at the present time be., 
aware. 


S.4TTAK.'i 

PAPERS. 

Minute by M 
G. W. Anuersu 
witiiout (late 


Minute by 
Mr. J. A. Dunk 
without date. 


Minute 
by the Uoard, 
SO Nor. 1S3S. 


Minute 

by the Uovemo- 
U Jan. 1839. 


Minute 

by the Governor 
25 .Ian. 1939. ^ 


4B 


I beg. 



pSattaha 
' PAPEIIS. 

Jt ___ 

v’ Mioute 

y the Governor, 
25 Jan. 1839. 


Minute 
iby the Board, 
'SO Jan. 1839. 


Minute 

^ the Governor, 
4 Feb. 1839. 


Minute 

y tlic Governor, 
12 Feb. 1839. 


mi ^^MNUTES^ OMHJBl 

I beg, however, that this may be considered in Council; and, in the mean 
time, my Colleagues will have had the opportunity to consider the question. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

G. W. Anderson, 

25th January 1839. J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE BOARD. 

Doled 30th January 

Dr. Milne may be informed that, under the instructions of the Q|vcrnor 
General, and as a pensioner of the Honourable . Company, he is to refrain from 
holding any communication, direct or indirect, with the Raja of Sattara or 
with his agents. 

(Signed) ,1. Parish, 

G. W. Anderson, 

30th January 1839. J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated ith February 1839. 

(Subscribed to fay the Board.) 

As thero seems reason to expect, that the circumstances now brought to 
notice will be attempted to be made use of, to refute the authenticity of the 
documents which have been obtained under circumstances which leave no 
doubt of their being authentic, the Resident should eontiime to obtain such 
information as may, when the affair comes under final inquiry, tend to the 
establishment of substantial justice. 

(Signed) J. Faiu-sh, 

G. W. Anderson, 

4th February 1839. J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated \2th February 1839. 

I do not know that we can withhold the port-clearance. 

The autliorities at such parts as the ship is expected to touch at may be 

informed, that M.-has been, while in Bombay, considered to be 

a person to whom permission to go into the interior should not be granted, in 
order that they may prevent his landing and remaining at any of the subor¬ 
dinate stations of the Honourable Company’s territories. 

In regard to the Natives, it would he proper for the senior Magistrate of 
Police to ascertain that they know exactly on what terms they are going to 
a distant country, and whether they go with their own free will and having 
means of support. 

If tlieyi^tate that they are going under the orders of the Raja of Sattara, 
l^y might be detained pending inquiry of the Raja, who cannot be permitted 
|ij||iudestjn!cly to send Native agents to England. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 


12th February 1839. 





MINUTE Bi" MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

, Without date. 

With M. . , I conceive, we have notliing to say; but with the 

Natives, if agents of the Raja of Sattara, I think we have a great deal; and, 
as I have said in a former minute of this day, I think we should interfere to 
stop them. ... 

If the Raja applies to send such an embassy, we may refer the application 
to the Honourable Court, and await the Honourable Court’s orders. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 


MINUTE BY MR. DUNLOP, 

Without date. 

I agree with the Honourable the Governor, that M, -=— should 

be watclied, and that we have no authority forcibly to prevent Natives going, 
if they wish, to Europe. 

(Signed) J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated Vlth February 1839. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. J. A, Duniop.) 

I am not aware that Hindoos can be prevented embarking in a French ship 
as passengers for Europe. 

The Raja of Sattara can send no deputation except through the authorized 
chanuc!, and no such deputation has been authorized. 

The grouu(i.s on whi<di these persons are supposed to be proceeding to 
Europe from tlie Kaja of Sattara .should be reported, and their names .stated. 

Tht! Resident to be informed, with a request that he will report, if any 
circiiin.stance, confirming this .statement of their being deputed by the Raja, 
comes to his knowledge. 

The Governor (jeneral and Secret Committee to be informed. 

(Signed) J. FAnusn. 

12th February 1839. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

Without Date. 

As a deputation from the Raja proceeding w'ithout the consent of this 
government, I should think these persons could be stojjped. 

(Signed) G. W. Andeb3.on. 


sattara! 

PAPERS. 

Minute by Mi 
G. W. Anrler«» 
without date. 


Minute 

by Mr. Dunlop 
without date. 


Minute 

by the Governo 
12 Feb. 1S39. 


Minute by Mr' 
G.W. Anderso' 
witliout date,': 
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SATTAKA 

PAPKRS. 

Minute by 
J. A. Dunlop, 
mthoiit date. 


Minute 

'ithe Governor, 
IS Feb. 1839. 


iiiinute by Mr. 

!. W. Anderson, 
ili’itbout date. 


Miinitc 

^ the Governor, 
ilHthout date. 


Minute 
the Governor, 
|7 Feb. 1839. 



MINUTE BY MR. J. A. DUNLOP, 

Without Date. 

The intention of certain persons to proceed to Europe on the part of the 
Sattara Raja was reported to me; but 1 did not think we could stop tljem, 
nor am I aware on what grounds it could be done. 

(Signed) J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated ]3tA February 1839. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

The reference to the senior Magistrate of Police should be made regarding 
these Natives, and the Advocate-General may be consulted, as to whether we 
can detain them on any information we possess, as deputed by the Raja of 
Sattara. 

M. . —.— is quite at liberty to go to Europe or to quit India, but 

not to laud and remain at subordinate stations; and after intimation as 
proposed by me, the authorities at .such stations will act on their own 
responsibility. 

(Signed) .1. Parish. 

13th February 1839. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 


Without Date. 


Does not the treaty forbid such a measure without our consent ? It is to 
this I refer, not the general question. 


(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Without Date. 

Tlic Advocate-General may be referred to the treaty. 

(Signed) J. FARisHfC 

MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

■* Dated 11 th February 1839. 

i*- (Subscribed to by Mr..I. A. Dunlop.) 

If these persons are allowed to go, ought they not to be required to make a 
^deposit, to provide against the Company being .subject to any expense on their 
account t 

Tlic 
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Tlie Acting Advocate-General has not yet re£)licd to the reference made to 
liim about these persons. 

They cannot, 1 conceive, be jircventcd going. The four first sliould be re¬ 
quired to lodge the usual deposit in the treasury for their servants, and the 
port-clcarance should be granted. 

The senior Magistrate should hand up the statement of each individual, 
which, it is presumed, he took in writing. 

(Signed) J. Farisu, 

17th February 1831). J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 


Without Date. 

Under this report, I do not think that these persons can be prevented 
taking their departure. 


(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated V%th February 18.39. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. J. A. Dunlop.) 

The suggestions in this letter more accord w'itli my view of the course that 
should I)e adopted, and they should be immediately acted on. The examina¬ 
tion of the parties, and the giving them information of their position, should 
be conducted by the Acting Persian Secretary, who should report this result, 
with copy of his proceedings, for the information of Government. 

(Signed) J. Fauish, 

18th February 1839. J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON. 

Dated }8th February 1839. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. .1. A. Dunlop.) 

The parties declare, that they arc not agents of the Raja, and if the Raja 
disowns them too, they will find themselves in a very false position in Eng¬ 
land, if really going there on the Raja's ])art: and this should be told them, 
as s»)on as the Resident reports the result of his communication to the Raja 
on the subject. But, in this ease, if they ]>crsist, 1 imagine these people must 
be allowed to proceed : certainly, if repudiated by the Raja. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson, 

18th February 1839. .1. A. Dunlop. 


S\TrAlJ.( 

I'.VI'KIIS 

Minute 
by the (lOvcr: 
17 Fob. [8£ 


Minute by W 
(i. \V, AiidcTt 
witboiit dat 


Minute 

by tho (ioverr 
18 Feb. 1835 


Minute by M; 
O. W. A.iideisr 
18 Feb. 183S 
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Minute 

by the Governor, 
22 Feb. 1839. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 22t/ February 1839. 

1. Colonel Ovans’s letter of the 18th instant, and the re.sult of the ex^imi- 
nations taken by Mr. Boyd, leave no doubt regarding the nature and objects 
of the mission about to proceed to England on the part of the Raja of 
Sattara. 

2. I am doubtful whether we possess the power of preventing this mission 
proceeding; I am therefore for non-intcrfcrcnce, and allowing them to pro¬ 
ceed after having made the usual deposit in the (Jovernment Treasury. I think 
this deposit should be made for the persons in the situation of servants pro¬ 
ceeding to Europe, as mentioned in my former minute. 

3. The senior Magistrate of Police should recpiire this deposit, and the 
owner of the Gcm-gc Cttvicr be iniormed, that Governme nt will not intcTl'ere 
authoritatively to prevent the parties alluded to by him to. embark on board 
his ship, on the est.abli.shcd deposit for Native servants being made, 

4. Mr. Boyd should inform the ])rincipal persons, that Government are 
satisfied that, proceeding as they do without the sanction of this Government, 
they will find tlicmselves mistaken in the expectation, that they will be recog¬ 
nised in any ])ublic capacity by her .Majesty’s Government or the Honourable 
(JoLirt of Directors. 


5. The Advocate-General may also be informed of this decision, in ease he 
has any objection to offer to it. 

(). Copies of all the ])apers connected with the subject siiould i>c sent to 
the Secret Committee, with our carnesf recommendalson, that the mi.ssion nmy 
not, on its arrival in England, be recogni.sed, either by th(.t Court or l>y her 
Majesty’s (.iovernment. Their instructions may also be solicittal, whether 
such ini.ssion should be allowed, or not, to proceed to England. 

7. The Secret Committee will determine whether this proceeding is in con¬ 
formity with the Raja’s agreement witli < iovernment. 

8. For particulars regarding M.-, we may refer to our despatch 

dated the-, regarding that person. 

(j_ * # * * * 

« « « # * 


10 . 


# 


# 


• # # 


« 


* 


« 


* 




11 . 


♦ • 


• * • 


» » » 


* 


12. Copies of all these proceedings should be .sent to the Governor General 
of India, who will observe in them, I hope, the increased necessity which 
exists for bringing the case of the Raja of Sattara to a final termination, with 
as littlcvlelay as po.s.sible, and which the recent letter of the Secret Committee, 
copy of which has been sent to his Lordship, appears to anticipate. 

(Signed) James Parish. 


22d February 1839. 
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SATTARA 
PAl'KHS. 

Minute by M: 
G. \V. AndcTBC 
without date 

**•«•** 

I think it would have been better to have made a direct reference to tlie 
Raja, to ask if he was setiding these [)ersons to England. It is, perhaps, loo 
late now, as it must be decided at once, if these persons are to go or not. I 
still think, if proceeding as agents for the Raja, that permission of this (lo- 
vernment should have been apjjlied for and obtained ; but if it is determined 
to allow them to proceed, 1 do not object, and subscribe to the rest of the 
minute of the Honourable the Governor. 


MINUTE BY MR. G.W. ANDERSON, 
Without date. 

» » ' * * * 


(Signed) G. W. Anoeu.s 


Minute by 
Mr. J. A. I)unl( 
22 Feb. 1839. 

Viewing this us a mission to England, T doubt our ]>n\vcr to jnevent i's 
going; and though the circumstance of the parties having taken their passages 
in a ship bound to Erance might make a ditl'ercnce in this respect, 1 am still, 
on the whole, for non-intwrerencc. 

* 

^ S- Y * *• 


MINUTE BY MR. J. A. DUNLOP, 
Dated'l'2d Fchmart) 1839. 


22d February 1830. 


(Signed) J. A. Don 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, Minute 

by llip Governo 

Dated 2'2d February 1839. 22 Feb. 1839. 

I find a reference has been made, through the Resident, to the Raja, as to 
whether the mission is accredited by him; but we need not wait for the 
reply. 

***** 

* * * * * 

* * * • * * 

I have omitted in ray minute to notice a circumstance pointed out by Colo¬ 
nel Ovans, viz. the identity of the parties forming llio present mission with 
those reported by. him in November last as about to be sent; a coincidence 
which remarkably verifies the intercepted correspondence whicli he has, frtun 
time to time, submitted to Government. 


22d February 1839. 


(Signed) James Fahisu. 
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Minute by Mr. 
3. W. Anderson, 
28 Feb. 1839. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON. 
T)ated 22d February 1398. 
(Subscribed to by Mr. J. A. Dunlop.) 

* * » ■* 


* * * * * 


22d February 1839. 


(Signed) G. W. Anderson, 
J. A. DvNLdp. 


Minute by . MINUTE BY MR. J. A. DUNLOP, 

r. J. A. Dunlop, 

without date. Without date. 

•* * ■* ■* * 

* * * *■ * 

(Signed) J. A. Dunlop. 


Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

y tlie Governor, 

22 Feb. 1839. Dated 22d February 1839. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

»■ * * 

* * * ♦ 


22d February 1839. 


(Signed) J.Fauish. 


Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

• the Governor, 

March 18.39. Dated l,t< March 1839. 

(Sub.scribed to by tlte Board.) 
•»**** 

•p p * * * 


1st March 1839. 


(Signed) J. Fa RISK. 


Minute MINUTE BY THE BOARD, 

y the lioard, 

vitliout (lute. Without Date. 

Mr. Elliot should have made the communication directed verbally, and not 
in writing. 

No special intimations are neces.sary to be given to the Collector of Cus¬ 
toms. ' 

.... Tliis letter may be recorded without further correspondence. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 
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MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

Without Ttaie. 

I do not think this has been at all well managed, but it is over. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated l.v< March 1839. 

(’oi)y to be sent to the Governor General, who will partieularly notice, tliat 
tlie danger in which Aj)pa Sahib, and those who have given evidence, are 
placed, is oc(;asioned by the iiifonrialion sent home, having been communicated 
to his Highness by his corresyumdents here, derived iVom yiartics with whom 
they arc in communication in England. 

His Lordship's instnudions should be retyuested, as to the cour.se we .should 
follow, in ease, of Ay)pa Sahib, the Haja’s brother, thrtiwing himself on the 
Resident’s y)rotection, or the Raja molesting any of the other witnesses. 

The Resident, in the mean time, to be directed to ado|>t the most efficient 
means in his j)ower to atford the y)roteclion required, should this contingency 
arise ; but to do his best to ward it oH'. 

My own imynession is, that the only real effective course for the j)rotcction 
of A|)y>a Sahib and the others would be, on the Raja's committing any oy)en 
• act of a glaring nature, or such as to endanger the lives of those; who have 
falkai under his Highness's anger for the yrart they have had in these transac¬ 
tions, would be immediately to y)lacre his Highness under restraint, deyniving 
him of all authoritv, and to y)laee the administration of the affairs of his state 
in the hands of the Residenl, y)ending the decision of the Governor (Jeneral or 
the Homnirabhi Court, to w'hom the Government of India have referred. 

This may, if my Colleagues <‘oncur, be suggested to his Lordshiyr. 

(Signed) .Ia.mes Fahish. 

1st March 1839. 


MINUTE BY rilE GOVERNOR, 
J)tiicd 2(/J/arch 1839. 




* 



* 



* 



* 

2d March 1839. 



(Signed) J. Fauisd 


SATTAI 

1‘APliH 

Minute by 
G. W. And« 
without (k 


Minute 
by tlic Govci 
1 March IS 


iViiuitc. 
by the Goverr 
2 March 182 




SATTAIIA 

PArEUS. 

Minute by Mr. 
3. W. Anderson, 
2 March 1839. 


Minute 

>y the (Governor, 
2 March 1839. 


Minute by Mr. 
3. W. Anderson, 
without (late. 


Minute 
by the Hoard, 
without (late. 


Minute 

iy the (lovernor, 
» March 1839. 
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MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 
Dated 2d March 1839. 

* * -^ ■* * 


* * -* * * 


2(1 March 1839. 


(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR. 

Dated 2d March 1839. 

Mr. Elliot committed a great mi.st;ike. On the receipt of our letter, he 
ought to have communicated the orders of Government to the parties con¬ 
cerned, and he should now lose no time in doing so. 

(Signed) James Farisii. 

2d March 1839. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

Wilhvul dale. 

Docs it not appear from the last intercepted correspondence, that the parties 
themselves had the intention to withdraw from the pas,sage ? 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 


MINUTE BY THE BOARD. 

Without date. 

To be sent to the Governor General and to the Secret Committee, in con¬ 
tinuation of the correspondence. 

(Signed) James Farish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 4th Alarch 1839. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

I concur with tlie Resident in opinion, that it i.s notcNpedient, at the present 
moment, to have any thing t® say with the persons therein alluded to. 

It is by no means unlikely that some intrigue is at the bottom of this 
petition, and our be.st plan there/bre is, to have nothing to do with the 
petition(jr. 

Copy may be sent to the Governor General and Secret Committee, in con¬ 
tinuation ol' former proceedings. 

(Signed) J. Fari.sii, 

G. W. Anderson, 

4th March 1839. J. A. Dunlop. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Doled Wth March 1839. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

The Senior Magistrate of Police may be directed to refer these persons to 
Government; and it would have evinced greater discretion, had he done so 
of his own accord in the first instance. 

If these persons address us, we should refuse to recognise them as the 
Raja’s agents. 

(Signed) J. Farisii. 

11th March 1839. 


MINUTE BY AIR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

Without date. 

(Sub.scribcd to by Mr. J. A. Dunlop.) 

1 entirely concur in^hc views of the Honourable the Governor, on the 
contingency of his Highness the Itaja committing any act of violence or 
of opjnossion, against any one of the witnesses who have given evidence in 
the investigation that has been lately held on his ]irocecdings. 

(Signed) G. W. Andkiison, 

.1. A. DuNr.or. 

MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated lAlh ^larch 1839. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Co[)y to be sent to ti>c Governor General and the Secret Committee. In 
Vase matters come to an extremity, I tliink we are bound to in.sist, that the 
personal property of the Raja’s brother shall not be interfered with ; but the 
instructions recently solicited from the Governor General will, I trust, enable 
us to act more ettectually for his protcc.tion. 

• (Signed) J. Faktsh, 

G. W. Anokhson, 

14tli Alarch 1839. .1. A. Duni.oi*. 


MINUTE BY THE BOARD, 

Dated mh March 1839. 

Proceedings approved, and our further information on this subject to be 
coimmmicated to the Secret Committee. 

The Governor General of India to be informed of the intended departure of 
the mission in the ReHanec. 

(Signed) James Parish. 

18th March 1839. 


MINUTE BY THE BOARD, 

Dated 19//f Alarch K839. 

T am not aware that the dc]iarturc of these persons can be prevented. They 
hav<^ already been inl'ormed that they will not be acknowledged in any public 
character by her Majesty's Gov’crnmcnt or llic Court of Directors. 

This should be reported to the Governor General, and the Secret Comniittee 
and the Resident. 

(Sigrred) J. Fauisu. 

19th Alarch 1839. , 


PAPERS 

Slinute 
by the (Jovert 
11 March 18t 


Minute by M 
G. W. Aiidurst 
without date 


Minute 

by tlin Governc 
11 March laS 


Mitrntc 
by tho Board. 
ISMaicIi 183£ 


Minnie 
bv till.' Board, 
•lO'Marcli 1839. 
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f Minute 
\ by the Roard. 

I SO March 1839. 

i 

i 


MINUTE BY THE BOARD, 

Dated 20th March 1839. 

The Governor General may be requested to favour us with his instructions, 
whether a communication should not be made to his Highness on the subject 
of his sending this mission clandestinely to England. 


1 


20th March 1839. 


(Signed) J. Parish. 


1 . 

i Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

jby the Governor, 

1 87. March 1839. Dated 27th Marth 

I 

i (Concurred in by Mr. G. W. Anderson.) 

i The Resident may be referred to our recent ord^irs, which seem to meet 

j this event. lie should, of course, afford all the protection in his power to the 

I llaja’s brother. 

I Copy may be sent to the Governor General, and his early instructions 

I solicited. 

1 27th March 1839. (Signed) J. Parish. 

1 

i 

j: Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

rty the Governor, 

■SO March 1839. Dated 30/// 3Iarch 1839. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. G. W. Anderson.) 


Copy to be sent to the Governor General, in continuation of the former 
correspondence. The Resident’s advice regarding Seebundy was very 
inoper. 

’I'he Governor General’s orders should bo solicited, as to what arrange¬ 
ments should be made for the support (>f the Raja’s brother. He has, hitherto, 
received an allowance of 0,000 rupees per mensem, which should, I think, be 
continued by the Raja. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

30th March 1839. G. W. Anderson. 


> Minute 
:by the Governor, 

' 19 June Ib39. 

The differences between the Raja of Sattara and the British Government 
have been so fully investigated, and the facts connected with them so fully 
brought to notice by my predecessor in office and my present Colleagues, that 
I :>'■ is quite unnecessary now to enter into any minute review of them. I think 

it has been clearly established, that the Raja has for years carried on an ir¬ 
regular and unwarranted intercourse with the Portuguese authorities at Goa; 
that he has intrigued with Appa Saliib, the cx-Raja of Nagpore; and that he 
has countenanced and supported attempts to seduce from their allegiance cer- 
t -in Native soldiers in the service of the British Government. 

The first and second of these only are clear breaches of the treaty by which 
the Raja of Sattara is bound ; for he is restrained from any intercourse with 
reign powers, and with all persons whatever who arc not by^ the treaty sub- 
clod to his Highnes.s’^ authority. The third is an cqu'ally clear violation 
' I the duty which states professing relations of amity owe to each other. 

‘ No 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated lO/A June 1839. 
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» 

No doubt existing as to the facts, or to the disposition which they indicate, 
the question arises, how are we to deal with the case I There are apparently 
but three inodes of meeting it:— 

1st. By subjecting the Raja to a formal trial, and after inquiry made and 
sentence passed, visiting him with appropriate punishment. 

2dly. By proceeding in the mode by which national wrongs are ordinarily 
redressed, by at once commencing hostile operations, taking possession of the 
Raja's territories, and acting as circumstances may justify under the right of 
conquest. 

3(lly. By addressing to the Raja such remonstrance as may appear expe¬ 
dient, and passing over his past offences, in the hope that the exercise of cle¬ 
mency may give rise to better feelings. 

The difficulties in the way of the course first referred to appear to me very 
great. There is no ordinary tribunal to which the R£qa could be made ame¬ 
nable, and a special one must be wganized, for the purpose of investigating 
the charges against him if they are to be investigated. 

A commission has been proposed, and the expediency has been suggested, 
of selecting its members from the other Prc.sidcncics, excluding altogether 
persons serving under this Government. I think tlxat, proceeding to subject 
the Raja to trial by a commission would bo a course very much open to sus¬ 
picion and misrepresentation, however that commission might be constituted. 
1 know that, from the civil and military services of India, there would be no 
difficulty whatever in selecting Commissioners who would perform their duty 
without regard to any thing but justice; but I need not add, that in the conduct 
of states, as of individuals, it is most important not only to avoid wrong, but 
to make this avoidance apparent, and to place the character of the state for 
integrity and good faith beyond the possibility of question. 

i''or this reason, I should desire, if practicable, to avoid the trial of an issue, 
in which the British (iovernment is a party, before a tribuns^ which must, of 
necessity, be composed of its own servants. 

Indeed, the competency of such a tribunal might, with some plausibility, 
be questioned; because, by assuming the power of subjecting the Raja to 
a legal tiial, we should seem to determine that he was a subject of the Bri¬ 
tish Government, whereas wc have always acknowledged him as a sovereign 
Prince, bound only by the terms of the treaty existing between us. I observe, 
indeed, that in a very able and careful minute recorded by one of my Col¬ 
leagues, the conduct of the Raja, in intriguing with the Government of Goa 
and with Appa Sahib, is termed treasonous. 1 am not disposed to cuter into 
a disciKssion upon the point; but it is certain, that the crime of treason can be 
lierpctrated only where the relation of sovereign and subject exists. 

It would seem also, that if the Raja could be charged with treason on ac¬ 
count of the acts which gave rise to the first and second charges, he is guilty 
of the same offence under the third. The attempt of a subject to seduce the 
soldiers of his sovereign from their duty is undoubtedly treasonable, and it is 
onl y the absence of the requisite relation which changes the character of the 
offence. This point would, T fear, be taken up by all who have any feelmg of 
hostility to the British Government. We should be accused of degrading a 
soveieign from his acknowledged rank, of offering violence to Ins feelings and 
dignity, and of assuming a right of superiority to w'hich wc have no just claim. 
It is not necessary to ask, whether these charges would be well or ill founded: 
it is sufficient that they would be made; and without ncccshity, the British 
Government ought not, in my judgment, to incur them. 

Such a commission as has been recommended would appear incx])edient, 
unless we were quite certain of the result; for if the inquiry should termi¬ 
nate in acquittal, we should lose something in point of character, while the* 
Raja would be little benefited. A prince su.spcndcd fiom his sovereignty and 
put upon his trial, even though acquitted, would be irreparably injured in the 
c.stimation of his subjects. He would command little respect from them, 
when they saw with how little consideration he was treated by his ally. 

But it may fairly be assumed, that there can be no doubt as to the subject 
of inquiry, and upon this mound it is unnecessary. No information, beyotJo* 
that which wc possess, is likely to be gained. The commission would only 

. 4 E tend 
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PAPERS. quite long enough already, and would, in this point of view, be a source of 

mischief. 

»the Governor, If unfriendly steps were inevitable, I should much prefer the second course 

19 Jane 1839. of proceeding to which I have referred. I should prefer taking the remedy 
provided in the treaty in case of the Raja’s breach of his engagements, and 
resuming the territories committed to his care. But this is an extreme mea¬ 
sure, and should not be resorted to without an absolute necessity. Such ne¬ 
cessity I do not conceive to exist. 

The Raja of Sattara cannot be regarded as a very formidable foe to the 
British empire, and those with whom he has been connected are as little for¬ 
midable as himself. No results have followed the intrigues which have been 
carried on, except the transfer of money to agents and adventurers, by whom 
the intrigues have, witliout doubt, been fomented ; by whom they have, per¬ 
haps, been originated for their own purposes. Without intending to offer any 
apology for the conduct of the Raja, it is but just to observe, that he ap¬ 
pears to have been regarded by that numerous class of men who are con¬ 
tinually watching for an opportunity to enrich themselves at the expense of 
others, as one whose position offered a very favourable opportunity for their 
experiments. He has manifested great weakness and no inconsiderable por¬ 
tion of ingratitude; but it would not accord with the magnanimity of the 
British Government to visit those offences on a prince, situated as is the Raja, 
with too great severity. He is altogether at our mercy, and the execution of 
an order to dispossess him of his territories w'ould scarcely be a more difficult 
work than to sign such an order. He is the representative of a house dis- 
ting\iished in the history of India, and associated in the minds of the people 
witl) much of interest. We have nothing to fear, and we can afford to act 
with generosity. 

Under these circumstances, I must admit that, with the highest respect as 
well for the motives as for the arguments of those who have taken a diflerent 
view, I decidedly prefer the milder course of proceeding, of the three which 
I have pointed out as before us. 

I propose, therefore, either that the Resident be instructed to assure the 
Raja of the desire of the British Government to maintain the relations of 
friendship with him, to point out the necessity of restraining his servants from 
entering into any measures which may subject his Highness to the imputation 
of disregarding his engagements, and from retaining in his Highness’s name, or 
otherw'isc, the political services of any persons beyond the limits of his 
dominion; or that 1 should, in person, communicate with the Raja; which 
latter, I am inclined to think, would be a preferable course. His Highness 
possibly might be more readily induced to give attention to the demands we 
are bound to make on him (and which I propose that we separately take into 
consideration) when directly preferred by the head of this Government, 
rather than by the agency of the Resident or any other subordinate authority. 
In the event of the Board concurring with me in the line of policy I 
recommend, and in the probable advantage which may accrue from my 
visiting the Raja, 1 shall be prepared to proceed to Sattara, upon receiving 
the sanction of the Governor General to the policy I have suggested. 

In the meantime I need scarcely say, that our intentions with respect to 
the Raja should not be suftered to divulge until the intimation of them is 
made by myself, and that we should do all in our power to discourage the 
agitation which has been kept up in the name of the Raja. 


19th June 1839. 


(Signed) J. R. Caunac. 
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MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 

Dated \Qth June 1839. 

In the earlier proceedings I have already recorded my pinion on the 
cotfrse which should be preserved towards the Raja of Sattara. The 
Ilonourable the Secret Committee having, however, expressly referred the 
decision of this perplexing case to our present Governor, who I presume to be 
in possession of the sentiments of the home authorities upon it, and'Sir James 
Carnac having proposed to the Board the extremely lenient course explained 
in his minute of this date, which has just been read, I consider it my duty to 
accede to that course; and feeling most desirous that the questions pending 
with regard to his Highness should be brought as early as possible to a close, 
and himself placed in a position which may give security for his acting up to 
the full spirit of the treaty with him for the future, I have only to assure the 
Honourable the Governor, that it is my cordial wish and intention to support 
the measure he has submitted ; and in the further prosecution of the details 
to endeavour, as far as may be in my power, to aid in rendering the same 
effectual. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

19th June 1839. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

Dated \Qth June 1839. 

I have only, under the like circumstances, to record the assurance of 
my desire cordially to support, and effectually to aid the Honourable the 
Governor, in carrying through the policy he has declared he thinks ought to 
be pursued towards the Raja of Sattara. 

Satisfied of the treachery of the Raja, I from the first thought that no 
middle course could be taken, but that he must either be deposed or entirely 
forgiven. The latter course being determined upon, it seems only necessary, 
in carrying it through with all faith, to warn the Raja for the future, to lay 
down some principles iti the spirit of requiring a more strict adherence to the 
treaty, and effectually to protect those through whose information the Raja’s 
intrigues were brought to light. 

It appears to me, that all this, and whatever else is immediately called for, 
is effectually guarded by the different measures which tlie Honourable the 
Governor has proposed, and to which, it does not occur to me at the present 
moment, that any thing is required to be added, to carry through safely the 
policy that has been resolved upon. 

(Signed) G. W. Anurksox. 

19th June 1839. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

. Dated 20th June 1839. 

1. In continuation of my minute of yesterday’s date, I now beg to submit 
to the Board my views regarding the mode in which 1 think our intentions ’ 
towards the Raja of Sattara should be carried into effect. 

2. It will not be consistent with our proposed amnesty for the past, to make 
any demand which can justly be regarded as a punishment; and, und.er this 
impression, I at once abandon the measure which appears to have been thought 
of by the Government of the late Sir Robert Grant, of requiring the Rajsi to 
maintain a contingent of horse for the service of the Britisli Government. 

3. Our 
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3. Our demands should be limited as much as possible, and should be con¬ 
fined only to those which will again place tlie Raja in the precise situation 
intended by the treaty of September 1819, and will ensure the most efficient 
protection to all persons who have been obnoxious to him, in consequence of 
the part they have taken in recent proceedings. 

4. Before proceeding to Sattara, I shall cause a letter to be prepared to the 
Raja’s address, embodying the sentiments which Government entertain of his 
conduct, and the requisitions which we deem it essential to make, in order to 
ensure his future adherence to his engagements, and to promote peace and 
concord bbtween the two Governments. The latter may ultimately be embo¬ 
died in a formal engagement to be required from the Raja. 

5. The following is wliat 1 conceive should be the substance of my address 
to his Highness the Raja. 


1st. That, after a careful and attentive perusal and consideration of the 
evidence, it is ray painful duty to inform him, that I entertain no doubt 
whatever that his irregular and unwarrantable communications with the 
Goa authorities during a series of years, his intrigues with Appa Sahib 
the ex-Raja of Nagpore, and the countenance and support which he gave 
to the attempt to seduce from their allegiance certain Native officers in 
the service of the British Government, have been fully proved. 

2d. That these proceedings indicate timt his Highness, unmindful of 
the great benefits which he has derived from the Honourable Company, 
has entertained ho.stile designs towards their Government, at a time when 
he was openly professing to be on the most intimate terms of friendship 
and alliance. 

3d. That by these acts he has most justly incurred the penalty pre¬ 
scribed in his treaty with Government, namely, the forfeiture of all the 
rights and possesions which that conferred upon him. 

4th. That, nevertheless, the British Government has resolved to over¬ 
look his past misconduct, and to grant an amnesty on the following con¬ 
ditions :— 

1st. That his Highness sliall promise carefully and scrupulously 
to adhere to the 5th article of his treaty witli Government, dated the 
25th September 1819, and explicitly understand, that any future 
infraction thereof will be followed by the penalty annexed to that 
article, namely, “ the loss of all the advantages ” secured to him by 
the treaty. 

N.B.—The article itself may be embodied in the agreement to be 
taken from the Raja. 

2d. That his Highness shall moreover engage to act in conformity 
with all the other provisions of the said treaty, but more especially 
the second article, whereby he is bound to “ be guided in ail matters 
“ by the advice of the British Agent at his Highness’s Court, and to 
“ hold his territory in subordinate co-operation with the British 
“ Govern men t.” 

3d. That the seventh article of the treaty be strictly attended to, 
and that his Highness engage to refer all matters in dispute between 
him and the .lagheerdars, therein named, to the British Government, 
and to submit to their decision. 

4th. That, if possible, a reconciliation should be effected between 
his Highness and his brother, Apjta Sahib; but that, should this be 
found impracticable, that the latter shall be at liberty to reside 
wherever he jileases, under the protection of the British Government, 
with the same allowance for his support as he has heretofore received 
from the Sattara Government. 

N.B.—The attempt at reconciliation may be made on the Gover¬ 
nor’s arrival at Sattara. 

5th. That all persons now in confinement on account of the Sat¬ 
tara intrigues be forthwith released; but that the undermentioned 

persons 
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persons shall henceforward be excluded from the Raja's counsels, 
and be prohibited from residing within the Sattara territory, with¬ 
out the sanction of the British Government. 

N.B.—^The Resident should at once bo required to submit the 
names of the jjersons who he thinks should be comprehended in this 
article, being informed it is the desire of Government that the number 
should be limited, as much as possible, and that individuals of minor 
consideration should be excluded. 

Gth. That the Raja shall engage not to injure or molest, in any 
way, the persons or families of tbo.se who have taken part in the 
proceedings against him, and shall promise to continue to them all 
property, rights, privileges, and allowances, which they enjoyed in 
July 1836. The names of the persons comprehended in this article 
are as follows. They are to be considered under the special gua¬ 
rantee of the British Governmenl. 

N.B.—The Resident can alone frame this list, restricting it as 
much as possible, and stating in detail the reasons why each person's 
name is inserted. 

6. T believe the above to contain all the stipulations which, on the principles 
we are rc.solvcd to pursue, arc c.s4fentially necc.ssary ; but 1 shall be happy to 
con,sid<‘r any others which my Colleagues may desire to propose. 

7th. I find that there are various subjects of dhseussiun on minor points 
between the two Gu\erninents, the conshlcration of winch has been postponed 
pending the final disposal of the Raja’s case ; such, for instance, as the transit 
duty (lucstiou, the admission of the (^Jomjiany’s rupee into the Raja’s terri¬ 
tories, and .some claims affecting individuals. 

8. It appears to me, howe\er, mexpedieut to mix up these questions in the 
jiresent discussion. When I jirocccd to Satlara I can take these proceedings 
with me, and I .shall probably be able to adjust these minor maltens, either in 
direct coimnunieations with the Raja or through the Resident. 

9. In conclusion, I deem it necessary to refer to a jiossible, though I hope 
not probable, issue to the atteiupt we are about to make, to re-establish our 
relations at Sattara on a friendly footing. The Raja, either from misappre- 
ciating our motives, or from relying on the influence which he may fancy he 
has cstabli.shed, by means of the numerous agents he has employed, both in 
England and in India, may refuse to accept our proffered clemency, boldly 
assert his innocence, and challenge inquiry. I am not prepared, at this mo¬ 
ment, to state the precise course which .should be followed under such a con¬ 
tingency ; but, in order to avoid the delay of another reference to the Governor 
General of India, I think the ])ossibility of its oecurience should be pointed 
out, and his Lordship’s sentiments solicited, as to the course we should then 
pursue. 

10. lu carrying into effect these measure.s, I shall do all in my power to 
convince his Highness of the serious errors into which he has been betrayed, 
in friendly and considerate language; but, on the other hand, I.shall be firm 
in my endeavours to convince his Highness, that nothing can induce Govern¬ 
ment to recede from the very lenient term.s on which wc arc willing to cast 
an oblivion over the past. 

1J. In my former minute 1 referred to the necessity of secrecy, as pcrha[>s 
essential to the success of our plans ; and, to ensure this, I would now pro¬ 
pose, that these proceedings may not be formally recorded, until the Governor ^ 
General has replied to the reference to be made to him. 

(Signed) J. R. Carnac. 

20th June 1839. 
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MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 
Dated 2\st June 1839. 


I have nothing to add to the measures here proposed, in which I concur. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 


21st June 1839. 


Minute by Mr. MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

. W. Anderson, 

81 June 1839. Dated 2lAt June 1839. 

I quite concur in these measures consequent upon the line of policy deter¬ 
mined upon. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 

21st June 1839. 


Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

y Uie Governor, 

^ June 1839. Dated 22d June 18.39. 


Since I recorded my opinion of the course which I would recommend to 
be pursued with the Raja of Sattara, wc have received the despatch from the 
Secretary of Government with the Governor General, transmitting for our 
information copies of the minutes of the Council of India, who unanimously 
consider that the guilt of the Raja justly subjects him to the penalty of depo¬ 
sition. 

The perusal of these opinions have not made any change in the sentiments 
I entertain of the expediency, on the grounds I have stated in my minute of 
the 19th instant, of extending to the Raja the clemency of Government, under 
the conditions set forth in my further minute.of the 20th instant. 

The guilt of the Raja ol' Sattara, in the three instances brought against him, 
has been proved by uncjucstionable evidence; but when we consider the 
extravagance of his intrigues, the utter impotency of those with whom he 
conspired, and his own political insignificance, it would be more becoming 
the character of the British Government to overlook his past misconduct, 
than to proceed to the extremity of his deposition, and the annexation of his 
territories to our dominions. I am not of opinion, that the downfal of the 
Raja would meet with no public sympathy. Neither his dependant position, 
his limited resources, nor his personal character, would l>e considered by the 
I)eop]e as rendering him in any degree formidable to us, and we should rather 
be exj)osed to the imputation of being ready, on any pretext, to aggrandize 
ourselves by adding to our territory, than that the extinction of the Sattara 
principality was deemed an act essential to our political security. 

It will now rest with the Governor General in Council to determine on the 
steps which are to be taken in this long pending and perplexing case. 

(Signed) J. R. Caenac. 

22dJune 1839. 


[Minute by Mr. %|NUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH AND MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

i. Farishand Mr. 

b. w. Anderson, , Dated 22d June 1839. 

K22 Juoq,18.i9, 

^ The result of the reference to the Governor General should be awaited. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

22d June 1839. : G. W. Anderson. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 2Ath, July 1839. 

(Concurred in by the Board.) 

1. In reply to his letter, I think. Captain Cogan should be informed, that 
Government consider it very undesirable that he should proceed on a visit to 
the Raja of Sattara, and recommends that he abstain from all intercourse and 
communication with his Highness or any of his agents. 

2. Government is now, as it has always been, ready to receive any repre¬ 
sentation which his Highness may desire to make through the usual channel, 
the British Resident stationed at Sattara. 

3. In reference to the postscript of Captain Cogan’s letter, the letter should 
be returned. It is not necessary for us to open this letter. 

4. The first and third paragraphs of this minute should be communicated 
to Captain Cogan. 

(Signed) J. R. Cahnac. 

24th July 1839. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 4/A September 1839. 

1. I now proceed to lay before the Board my proceedings during my recent 
visit to Sattara, premising with a brief review of the iheasurcs adopted in con¬ 
nection with the case of the Raja subsequent to the 1st June last, the date on 
which 1 assumed charge of the Government of this Presidency. 

2. Tliis case has been now under discussion for more than three years, and, 
under instructions from the Home Authorities, a final decision w'as delayed 
until my arrival in this country. It therefore immediately engaged my most 
earnest attention, and, from ,the first, 1 resolved to make a determined eflort 
to rescue the Raja from the dangerous position in which he had placed him¬ 
self, not only because I am impressed with the conviction, that we should 
gain in reputation by extending mercy and forgiveness to him, but also 
because, on principle, I cordially concur with the many excellent men who 
are of opinion, that it is good policy to uphold and maintain the Native states 
of India by ail means. 

3. Por an exposition of my views on this case, I must refer to my minute 
dated tire 19th June. In this I felt no hesitation, after a most studied exami¬ 
nation of the whole evidence, in recording, that the Raja’s guilt has been 
established on the three principal charges advanced against .him. I shall 
only here add, that a subsequent reconsideration of the evidence, the peculiar 
circumstances under which it was obtained, the impossibility of concert among 
the witnesses, an inspection of the original documents which have come into 
our possession, and my own observations since my arrival in the Dcccan, have 
left not a shadow of doubt in my mind respecting the accuracy of my first con¬ 
victions at Bombay. 

4. Following this admission, I discussed in the same minute three different* 
modes in which, it occurred to me, the case might be disposed of, namely : 
1st, by placing the Raja on his trial; 2d, by summarily deposing him for 
his violations of the treaty, and annexing his territories to our own; 3d, by 
granting an amnesty for the past under certain conditions. I also recorded 
my objections to the two first of these courses, and my reasons for urging the 
adoption of the last, intimating my readiness to proceed in person to Sattafa," 
and to endeavour to carry it into cfiect. 
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12. To proceed. The letter from the Deputy Secretary in attendance on 
the (Jovemor General, dated the 11th July, conveyed to this («ovcrnnient 
the Governor General’s sanction to the amnesty proposed to be extended to 
the Raja; to the conditions under which I suggested it should be granted; 
an(i to my proceeding in person to Sattara, for the purpose of carrying my 
views into effect, and again to j^lace our relations with the Raja on a friendly 
foottng. On this occasion it was observed: “ His Lordslvip feels it unnc> 
“ ces-sary to enter into any review of this ease. He has already avowed 
“ hi.s opinion, that whether led by malignity or folly, or a weak subservn-ney 
“ to bad advisers, the Raja has committed acts which might justly foii'cit for 
“ him all the favour of the British Government, and justify a sentence of 
“ severe retribution. He secs all the embarrassments which might arise out 
“ of a formal trial; he feels the strong objections which would be urged in 
“ <|uartcrs of the highest authority against a summary act of extreine severity, 
“and he is compelled to acknowledge the expediency of the milder course 
“ proposed, and would indulge the hope, that the exercise of clemency may 
“ give rise, if not to better feelings, at least to more guarded conduct.’’ IJis 
Lnrdshii) w'lis also pleased to eoucur with me in opinion, that the amnesty 
slieuld not be acconijianicd by any demands of a penal nature ; but observed, 
that “ wannnga might be made for tlie future, princiiiles laid down for the 
“ mote strict observance of the treaty, and, above all things, t iVectvial protec- 
“ tion should be secured to those who, in the course of llu' late im)uiry, may, 
“ by having atlimlccl information, he assumed to have given otleiue to the 
“ Haja. \\ itb this expicssum of his views, bis Lordship cordially .issents to 
“ the projiositions laid down by the (ioveinor of Bombay m lus miiuui of 
“ June 2('th, and adopted by his Colleagues.” 

l:<. 1 J( St no iiine, after the receipt of thislettei, in juoei'eding to l*oona, 
w'here I ainvtd on the 2.‘)t!i .Inly. J now deemed it expedient to si ml for 
the Resident, not only that 1 might have an opportunity of explaining to him 
poisonally the course of procedure 1 inteiidt'd to follow on my arrival at 
Sattara, but likevvise to obtain from him the latest information of the actual 
state ot affairs at that place. 

11. TaeHtenant-<A)loncl Ovans accordingly visited me at Dapooiee on the 
1 Ith, and remained with me until the Iffth ultimo, on which date he returned 
to Sattara, with directions to coiimmnieate to the Raja, in writing, my inleii- 
liou to proceed in a few days to the same place, for llie jmrposc ol arranging 
matters of great importance to his iliglmcss's future interests, and that I hoped 
he would receive me in the same spirit of cordiality and friendship whu h 1 
felt towards hint personally. 

10. I .shall not anticipate the narrative of my proceedings, by iletailiug 
the arrangements which were flnalJy determined cm in comm uni cat ion with 
the Rcsklcul. T have elsewhere* recorded the very higli sense i entertain 
of the cordial co-operation and the valuable information which I received 
from this able and intelligent officer, who entered into my views w’ith perfect 
honesty and sincerity, and throughout exerted himself to the utmost to render 
them successful. 

IG, It has been usual when fonner Governors have visited Sattara, that they 
should be received with great pomp and state by the Raja. Our friendly 
relations with the Rafa having been for the last three years virtually .sus¬ 
pended, the ob.servance of these forms appeared to me to be inconsistent, until 
our relations were again placed ou an amicable footing. Being anxious, how¬ 
ever, to avoid any thing that would irritate, I directed the Resident to apprise 
tlie Raja, tliat as it was my intention to travel dak exprc‘.ss from Poona to 
Sattara, and that as the time of my arrival would, in consequence, bo uncer¬ 
tain, it was my desire that the usual official ceremonies might be dispensed 
with ou the occasion of my visit, which was accordingly done. 

17. I reached Sattara on the 22d ultimo, and was accompanied by the 
Honourable Mr. Anderson, the Political and Military Secretaries to Govern¬ 
ment* 

* Letter to Colonel Orans, dated 30th August 1839. 
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the Ri^ja; to the conditions under wlilich4 suggested it should be granted; bytheGovcn.::;. 

and to my proceeding in person to Sattara^'W the purpose of carrying my * Sept. J8S».,, 

views into effect, and again to ^lace our relatioini' vrith the B.aja on a friendly 
footing. On this, occa^n it was observed; “ His Lordship feels it unne- 
“ ces&ry to entetf mtd^’((ny review of this case. He has already avowed 
*‘ his opinion, thaf whether «d by malighity 6r folly, or a weak subserviency 
“ to bad advisetOj 'the'ilai^a has committed acts which'i^ght justly foifeit for 
“ him all the favouf the British Government, and justify a sentence of 
“ severe retributiotf. He secs all the embarrassments whicli might arise out 

of a formal trial j’^ho 'feels the strong objections which would be urged in 
“ quartets of the highest authority against a summary act of extreme severity, 

“ and he is compiled to acknowledge the expediency of the milder course 
“ proposed, and would indulge the hope, that the exercise of clemency may 
“ give rise, if not to better feelings, at least to more guarded conduct.*’ Ilis 
Loidship was also pieced to concur with me in opiniqn, that the amnesty 
should not be accompanied by any demands of a penal nature; but observed, 
that “ warnings might be made for the future, principles laid down for the 
“ more strict observance of tlie treaty, and, above all things, effectual protcc- 
“ tion should be secured to those who, in the course of the late inquiry, may, 

“ by having aiforded information, be assumed to have given offence to the 
“ Uaja. AV ith this expression of his views, his Lordship cordially assents to 
“ the propositions laid down by the Governor of Bombay iii his minute of 
“ June 20th, and adopted by bis Colleagues.” 

1.3. I I< St no time, after the receipt of this letter, in proceeding to Poona, 
where 1 airmd on the 2Uth .July. I now deemed it exjiedient to send foi 
the Resident, not only that 1 might have an opportunity of explaining to him 
liersoiially the course of procedure 1 intended to follow on my arrival at 
Sdttara, but likewise to obtain from him the latest information of the actual 
state of affairs at that place. 

14. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans accordingly visited me at Dapoorec on the 
11th, and remained with me until the 15th ultimo, on which date he returned 
to Sattara, with directions to communicate to the Raja, in writing, my inten¬ 
tion to proceed in a few days to the same place, for the purpose of arranging 
matters of great importance to his Highness's future interests, and that I hoped 
he would receive me in the same spirit of cordiality and friendship which I 
felt towards him personally. 

15. I shall not anticipate the narrative of my proceedings, by detailing 
the arrangements which were finally determined on in communication with 
the Resident. 1 have elsewhere* recorded the very high sense 1 entertain 
of the cordial co-operation and the valuable information which 1 received 
from this able and intelligent ofiicor, who entered into my views with perfect 
honesty and sincerity, and throughout exerted himself to the utmost to render 
them successful. 

16. It has been usual when former Governors have idsitcd Sattara, that they 
should be received with great pomp and state by the Raja. Our friendly 
relations with the Raja having been for the last three years virtually sus¬ 
pended, the observance of tiiese foirms appeared to me to be inconsistent, until 
our relations were again .placed on an amicable footing. Being anxious, how¬ 
ever, to avoid any thing that would irritate, I directed the Resident to apprise 
the Raja, that as it was my intention to travel dak express from Poona to 
Sattara, and that as the time of my arrival would, in consequence, be‘uncer¬ 
tain, it was my desire that the usual official ceremonies might be dispensed 
with on the occasion of my visit, which‘was accordingly done. 

17. I reached Sattara on the 22d ultimo, and was accompanied by the 
Honourable Mr. Anderson, the Political and Military Secretanes to Gov<ern; 

tbenti 

* Letter to Colonel Onms, dated 30th Atigust 1839. 
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mi nt, the officers composing my personal staflf, and a small escort of Native 
infantry and irregular cavalry. It has been to me a source of the highest 
satisfaction to liave had the benefit and advantage of Mr. Anderson’s counsels 
and experience, not only when communicating, in the first instance, with the 
Resident, but likewise during all the painful discussions which afterwards 
ensued at Sattara; and it is a relief to my mind to know, that every step I 
have taken has met with his general acquiescence. My esteemed Colleague 
having been obliged to pi’oeeed to the Deccan on account of his health, 
cheerfully rendered me this assistance, and at considerable personal inconve¬ 
nience accoiiipunied me to Sattara; and I here gladly record the grateful sense 
I entertain of the valuable and extensive aid which he has afforded to me, and 
I trust that, on his return to the Presidency, he will do me the favour to record 
his impressions, derived from his own personal observation of these proceed¬ 
ings generally. 

18. During my residence at Sattara I had three personal interviews with 
the Raja at the Residency; and, during the same period, the Resident, by 
my desire, visited the Raja four times at his Palace. Notes of all these con¬ 
ferences were recorded at the time; and, in order that my superiors may have 
full information of all that occurred on each occasion, I shall record these 
notes consecutively, and ofter such observations as may seem necessary in 
elucidation of what occurred. 

Resident's first iniervmo with the Raja, 23</ A ugust. 

Tliis was simply to invite his Highness to a personal conference, and to 
inform him that, in my discussions with his Highness, 1 proposed communi¬ 
cating with liiin direct, and altogether to e.xclucle Native agency.' For the 
Resident’s report of this interview I beg to refer to Appendix A. 1, to this 
minute. 


Raja's Jirst interview with the Governor, 23d Ajugust, 

The Raja came to the Residency accompanied by a small retinue. The 
interview was strictly private. No one was present on the part of his High¬ 
ness ; for, by his own request, the only person who came with hint was 
ordered to leave. Mr. Andei-son, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, and Mr. Wil¬ 
loughby, were present throughout this conference. 

1 commenced by informing the Raja, that I had anxiously .and carefully 
considered the whole of the proceedings in his case, and had, in common with 
all other authorities to whom they had been submitted, become fully satisfied 
that, misled by evil counsellors and low and interested advisers, he had, on 
three occasions, manifested hostile intentions towards the British Government. 
I reminded his Highness of the peculiar circumstances under which he was 
rescued from captivity, and invested by the British Government with the 
sovereignty over his present dominions: that this was a pure act of generosity 
on the part of the English Government, not founded in any right of possession, 
since, owing to the unprovoked hostilities of the Peishwa, the whole of the 
Deccan bad become ours by conquest, but simply from a feeling of conside¬ 
ration :uid compassion to himself and family, as the representatives of a fallen 
but once powerful dynasty: that his Highness must be aware that, by the 
ciiadiict he had pursued, he had forfeited all the advantages which he had 
derived I'rom the Treaty of 1819^ and in virtue of which he became the head 
of the Sattara state: that, notwithstanding, the British Government were 
'viliing, on certain conditions, to bury the past in oblivion, and that, at consi- 
dcrabi^i (jcrsonal inconvenience, I had come in person to Sattara, to endeavour 
to rescue himself and family from impending ruin. T informed the Raja lliat I 
yv'as his sincere friend, and anxiously desired to efi'ect such an arrangement as 
would’ restore friendly relations between the two states. Finally, I recalled 
f o his recollection the warning long ago given to him by his friend, Mr. Eljdiin 
sioiu;, against ]»lacinghi.s trust and confidoice in Vakeels and low and intri¬ 
guing vigents, and earnestly urged liim to discard from his coiinscds the nume¬ 
rous ugCJicies he had established, and entreated him not to throw away tliis 





the only opportunity which could be afforded to him, for becoming reconciled SATTAKA 
to the British Government; for that, he might rest assured, however much PAPESS. 
his agents might endeavour to persuade him to the contrary, that I bad come - 

invested with full powers to decide finally on all pending questions, and that by the <}(>ver“ 
the terms which 1 should offer to him had already been submitted to, and * Sept. 
apDTOved of by, the Governor General of India, and that the Home Authorities 
htSl placed the .settlement of all these questions in my hands, consequently he 
might fully depend upon my having been vested with full powers. 

During this address, which 1 delivered firmly but in conciliatory language, 
the Raja evinced a considerable degree of impatience, and frequently inter¬ 
rupted me by abrupt declarations that he had committed no brea‘ch of alliance. 

When 1 had concluded, be stated, that he regarded me as his friend and well- 
wisher ; asserted, that the accusations against him originated in the intrigues 
of his enemies; that as long as the British Government entertained the idea * 
that he had cherished hostile designs he could agree to nothing, but this idea 
bt;ing removed, he would agree to any thing I proposed ; that he would con¬ 
sent to any thing, except to abandon his religion or to acknowledge that he 
had been our enemy; that he would receive my conditions, reply to them, and 
vindicate his conduct generally. Finally he observed, that if I had not 
leisure to attend to him personally, he could communicate what he had to say 
through the Resident. 

In reply to thi.s, I repeated my former observations, and said that I had 
come not to prolong, but to terminate these discussions, which had now occu¬ 
pied a space of three years, and which had ended in satisfying the highest 
Authorities, that his Highness had repeatedly violated the terms of the treaty 
he ha<l entered into with the British Government; that, had 1 come to Sattara 
to inflict the penalty incurred by these violations of the Treaty of 1819, further 
inquiry niight perhaps have been considered expedient, but that as I had come 
to overlook, and not to punish, this was quite unnecessary. The case, more¬ 
over, against his Highness having been established by a chain of evidence, both 
oral and documentary, which ftom the manner and circumstances under which 
it was obtained could not, in ray opinion, by any possibility be materially 
shaken by any other evidence, and all that I should require from his High¬ 
ness was, that henceforward he would act strictly and in good faith according 
to treaty with the British Government, and assent to two or three otlier 
conditions rendered necessary by the detection of his misconduct. These ob¬ 
servations were at intervals supported by Mr. Anderson, who informed the 
Raja, that the evidence produced against liim was so strong and convincing, 
that the highest Authorities in India had, without exception, concurred in 
thinking, that the penalty prescribed in the fifth article of the Treaty .should 
be enforced against him, and that he strongly advised hi.s Highness to attend 
to the Iriendly suggestions of the Governor, who had come to Sattara to give 
him a second time the raj which he had justly forfeited. 

It was with deep mortification and regret that I remarked that these obser¬ 
vations produced no eft’ect whatever on his Highness, In order, therefore, that 
lie might at once become fully apprised of all the conditions of the projKised 
amnesty, I deemed it advisable to put into his hands a Mahratta nieinoraudura, 
in which they had been embodied. Having perused this, and apparently witlr 
great earne.stucss, the Raja returned the memorandum, and at once said he 
would not agree to my conditions, asking me to mention what violations of the 
Treaty he had been guilty of. He was then informed, that three important 
violations of the Treaty had been proved against him:— 

1st. Of the fifth article, in having, during a series of years, held im¬ 
proper coinuiu ideations with the Goa authorities. 

2d. Of the same article, in having held a clandestine intercourse with 
Appa Sahil), the cx-Raja of Nagpore. 

:.ld. Of having tanqiered with the Native officers of the 23d Regiment 
of Native Infantry. 

The only ob.scrvation made by his Highness reflated to the second of these 
eiiaigo.s, and was very remurkuble. My conviction being, that the Raja felt 
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at the moment conscious of his guilt, I had stated, that some of Appa Sahib’s 
original letters had fallen into the hands of the British Government, and 
inquired whether he could deny the fact of those letters having been sent to 
him. He did not deny, as would have been natural on the supposition of 
innocence, but evaded a direct answer by ob.serving, that “ The circumstance 
“ of receiving letters did not constitute guilt on the part of him who receivpd 
“ them. A letter from a person docs not establish guilt against the party to 
“ whom it is addressed. Where are my answers ? There is Mr. Anderson : 
“ he may receive a letter; but this would be no proof that lie answered it, or 
“ that he committed any fault in receiving it.” 

1 clo.sed this conference by informing the Raja, that the Resident would 
wait on him the following day, with a correct written statement of the condi¬ 
tions on which friendly relations between the two .states could alone be 
restored, and that his Highness would be required to sign these, as a supple¬ 
ment of the Treaty of 1819. The Raja assented to receive the Resident; and 
when he was about to take leave, 1 again earnestly exhorted him seriou.sjy to 
reflect on the consequences of his rejecting the very moderate terms oflered for 
his acceptance, to discard the crowd of interested agents now in lii.s confidence, 
and warned him that, if he rejected my terms, he could only blame himself for 
whatever rnighl: be the result. On stepping into his carriage, the Raja made 
a kind of apology for the discussion he had occasioned ; but turning ioward.s 
the Residmit, and looking at the paper of conditions which he had returiu d to 
the Resident, he observed: “ Ke// Kaghii.z oopur tomnko izar /loira/grc 
which was interpreted to signify a tlireat, that ho (the Ro-sident) would lie in¬ 
jured on account of that paper. 

A very considerable change occurred in tlu* Raja s manner and denu ariour 
towards the end of this interview. When we first met he was elieerful, and 
embraced me and all the gentlemen present with afiparent cordiality. As the 
debate progressed, however, and more particularly towards llie elosc, he be¬ 
came sullen and gloomy, and spoke but little, amt it seemed that be had, lor 
the time, entirely lost command over his feelings. From the result of this, 
my first interview, I almost despaired of accomplishing the object of my visit 
to Pattara. 


Jlcsidenl's second interview with the Rnja, 24th August. 

Colonel Ovans this day visited the Raja, to deliver the paper of conditions 
signed by myself. 1 instructed him to entreat his Highness carefully to con¬ 
sider these, terms and the inevitable consequences of his rejecting tficm, and 
to inform him that 1 required that he should either accept or refu-^e them in 
my presence, without unneccs.sary delay. If, as my information led me to 
exjjecl, the Raja declined, and expres.sod a desire to come at once to the resi¬ 
dency and intimate his decision, I instructed the Resident not to oppose hi.s 
wishes ; but that, if he expressed any desire to delay his final answer, with 
the object of affording him time for further reflection, 1 re(|ucsted Colonel 
Ovaiis to suggest, that our next interview should be deferred until Monday the 
26th. The Resident was also directed, at the termination of his interview, 
distinctly to inform the Raja, that the terras oflered were final ; and, as a 
friend and well-wisher both of himself and family, again earnestly to entreat 
his Highness to reflect on the consequences of his rejecting them, namely, that 
thereby the alliance between the two Governments would be dissolved. For 
particulars of what occurred at this interview, I beg to refer to the Resident’s 
notes, marked A. No. 2, appended to this minute. 


Raja’s second interview with the Governor, 2Alh August. 

At this conference the same gentlemen were present as at the first. After 
a few preliminary remarks, I observed, that I was exceedingly sorry to un¬ 
derstand, that the Raja still persevered in his resolution not to accept the 
proffered amnesty on the lenient terms proposed; and again informed him, 
that these terms were final, and that the consequences of rejecting them would 
bf fatal to his interests. His Highness’s reply was much to the same purport 
as tint made to the Resident, and was an unqualified refusal. Witli reference 

to 
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to the first condition, he said he never would sign it; adding, that he had 
positively declined to sign the original treaty from which it was taken, three 
separate times. With regard to the secon4 condition, he stated, he had no 
objection tp offer ; and, in respect to the third, the Chitiiavecs wa.s nothing, 
to him ; but, in regard to the fourth and last condition, although he had no 
intention to injure the persons alluded to, be never would sign the guarantee 
on their behalf. 

I again exhorted his Highnes.s t6 change his resolution, and asked him what 
confidence could bo placed in his future intentions, when he absolutely refused 
to re-enter into an article of the treaty by \frh\c\\ he was alreadtf hound, ux in his 
professions of a determination not to injure the witnesses again.st him, when 
he declined to disavow in writing an intentiq|)i of this kind. " I w'as su|)ported 
in my argument by Mr. Anderson, who entreated his IIighne.ss to take warning 
by the fate of the ex-Peishvva liajee Row, which had passed under his own 
observation. To this remark the Raja observed, that Ins road, and that fol¬ 
lowed by Bajee Row, were different. On which Mr. Anderson replied, that 
the two roads, though different, might come to the same end, and that similar 
consequences w'ould result in both instances. 

The Raja’s further remarks were of a very desultory nature. In allusion 
to his agents, he said he never consulted any one, but acted entirely for 
himself. He said, that he was aware the British Government was jinst, and 
had no desire to obtain possession of the territory which it had originally be¬ 
stowed on him, but that he was willing to resign it into their hands. He 
admitted, that he had incurred considerable expenses, a detailed account of 
which was in his possession. He said, he was innocent of wdiat he was 
accused, and that he had proved the Soobarjars to befalse.by Colonel Lodwick’s 
own adnyssiou. Finally, the conference ended on the understanding, that 
the Raja had definitively rejected the an)nesty on the teriiis offered. 


Resident's third interview with the Raja, 25<// August. 

Late last night the Raja sent a message to the "Resident, requesting that he 
would meet him early the following morning. My hopes were raised, that 
this indicated that his Highness had changed his mind; but having, in the 
interim, resolved on the course which I should pursue in the event of the.se 
hopes being disappointed, ,l authorized Colonel Ovans distinctly to apprize 
the Raja, that in the event of continued refusal on his part of my terms, I 
was determined to depose and remove him from Sattara, and proclaim his 
brother as his successor. I beg to refer to the Resident’s notes of this inter¬ 
view, A. No. 3, appended to this minute, from which it will be seen, that no 
change having taken place in the Raja’s intentions, a communication to the 
cflect I had ordered w-as made to him, but failed to produce any efl’ect. 


Raja's third and last interview with the Governor, 2iUh August. 

My hopes were again excited, by receiving a message from the Raja, sigui- 
Iving his desire to visit me at the Residency, to which 1 irnmediatelv assented. 
He came about an hour sd’tcrwards, and after a few complimentary ob.seiva- 
tions, he requested a private inter\ icwv, to which I agrt'cd. Accompanied only 
by Mr. Aiulerson, we retired 1o a private room ; and after a sbr>rt time, at the 
Raja's request, the Resident was soon after desired to join in the conference 
which ensued. His Highness then said, that the object of his visit was to 
give me certain papers which he held in his hand. 1 asked him what was 
the nature of their contents, and whether he would not pei’sonally explain 
thorn to me. He replied, that this was not uceessary, but that he wished me 
to look at them, and judge for myself. After a lew nroie observations to the * 
•same effect, the Raja invited me to visit him at liis rcrt/vv///to wdiich I 
replied, that 1 should be nmst hu)>py to accept Iris invitation, and to restore 
<!il the fttrmer relations of amity and friendship, provided lie would Ibllow my 
advice, and accept and sign the amnesty terickred to him. I added an ex¬ 
pression of my hope, that I might still have the opportunity of visiting him at 
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the Dussera festival in the month of October, by his compliance w4h my 
wishes on the present occasion. I urged the necessity of compliance^ by every 
argument that occurred to me. I pointed out, that the conditions proposed 
were of the most moderate description; that I had ventured to depart from 
the stern orders of tlie f^vernmeiit of India, with the view of preserving him; 
and that, unless he signea the conditions, no confidence could be reposed iVE>on 
him for the future. In conclusion, 1 asked his Highness to state what parti¬ 
cular part of the terms he objected to ; and, from the tenor of his reply, it 
appeared quite evident that he was resolved to sign no new agreement wliat- 
ever. It was pointed out to him, that the principal article was merely a 
repetition verbatim of the second article of the existing treaty; but he replied, 
he wanted no new treaty whatever, as subscribing to it would subject him to 
similar demands hereafter. He was told, that such would not be the case, 
provided he acted up to the terms of the alliance with the British 
Government; and I again informed him, that it was my anxious desire 
to re-establish friendly relations with him. In alluding to the Vakeels or 
agents employed in Bombay and England, the Raja said he had not spent 
much money; but spontaneously made two admissions, namely, thiit he 
had expended about 05,000 rupees on a ship* provided bj' Dr. Milne 
to keep open his communications with England, which ship was now employed 
in the China trade ; but he gravely assured me, sending her to China was 
with no hostile intent. He likewise said, that he had lately sent 2,500 rupees 
to his agents at Poona for Captain Cogan ;t 2,000 rupees for expenses, and 
500 rupees for the rent of a house. This afforded me anotlier opportunity of 
pointing out to the Raja the useless e.xpeiise t)l’ his employing agents ; but 
he replied, tliey were merely employed to rc‘prc.sent. His case. His Highness, 
after this, repeated his desire, that the British Government should itself as¬ 
sume the entire charge of his country, for that he did not wish to retain it, 
if the condition of holding it was his signing ray terms. I inquired of him 
whether lie fully comprehended the arrangement V contemplattrd in the event 
of his persisting in refusing; and he replied, that he did .so, as the Resident 
, had informed him yesterday^, that 1 proposed placing his brotlier on the 
throne, and to remove him from Sattara to Benares, or elsewhere : but that 
this course of proceeding would be oppressive, and contrary to all the customs 
and usages of India, though he did not desire the raj. After some further 
remarks, as to the neces.sity of the Raja following the course pointed out to 
him, the conference, which occupied about two hours, terminated at the 
Raja’s reijuest, and he returned home. 


ItcsidenCs fourth and last intcrv'um-with the Raja, 27tk Augitst. 

Being now, to my deep mortification and regret, quite satisfied, that any 
furthcr attempt, on my part, to induce the Raja to swerve from the resolutions 
he had taken would be abortive, I reluctantly prepared to return to Roona. 
I determined, however, to give his Highness another opportunity ; and the 
evening before my departure I directed the Resident to wait on him for his 
answer, stating, that I was going away the next morning, and to assure the 
Raja, that I had looked over the papers which he had left with me the 
preceding day, that they did not for the most part seem to bear on the questions 
at issue betwixt us, and had not produced any change in my intentions. 
The result of this interview was, a declaration, on the part of the Raja, that 
he intended to adhere to his finst resolutions, as is recorded in the Resident’s 
notes marked A. No. 4, appended to this minute. 

19. 1 accordingly left Sattara on tJic 28th August, and reached Poona on 
the day following. I particularly instructed the Resident to forward to nie 
any communications which the Raja might make, being still desirous to keep 

the 

• N.B. The ship here alluded to is called the City of Poona, and was rccendy advertised for freight 
to China by the firm of Pollcxfen, Milne, and Co. It seemed to me that the Raja's last remark was 
in allusion to the present dislurbauecs in China. 

i Vidi' Colonel Ovans’s letter of tlic 8tli and 31st August, forwarding the intercepted correspon¬ 
dence, Appeudices F. to tliis minute. 
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the door open for accommodatioti up to the last moment; and I intended, in 
the event of my receiving overtures of concession from the Raja, before the 
last arrangements could be made for carrying my final designs into effect, still 
to have saved him. 

20. I shall now proceed, fn-st, to state and remark on the conditions pro¬ 
posal to, and deliberately rejected by, the Raja. Secondly, the arrange¬ 
ments which, under niy authority, have in consequence of that refusal been 
adopted at Sattara. Thirdly, 1 shall endeavour to trace the causi.s wliicli 
appear to me to have primarily occasioned my failure in the acconqdi.shmcnt 
of the objects of my visit to Sattara. Fourthly, the further measures that 
are called for to complete those now in progr« 7 ss. 1 must be as brief as pos¬ 
sible, consistently with clearness; for it is highly e.ssential that a full report 
of my proceedings should be transmitted to the Home Authorities by the 
overland mail, which is to leave Bombay on the 12th of this month. 


21. The information required under the first head will be best afforded by 
the following translation of the Mahratta memorandum, which the Raja was 
required to sign. 

“ Information having been received by the British Government, that your 
“ Higlmcss, misled by evil advisers, had, in breach of the treaty which placed 
“ youon the throne, entered into communications hostile to the British Goveru- 
“ inent, au inquiry into these accusations was considered indispensable. This 
“ inquiry has satisfied the British Government, that your Highness has exposed 
“ yourself to the sacrifice of its alliance and protection. Nevertheless, moved 
“ by considerations of clemency towards your Higlmess and your family, the 
“ British (iovernmeut lias resolved entirely to overlook what has past, on the 
“ following conditions, namely: 

“ First, that your Highness now binds yoursell', strictly and in good faith, 
“ to act up literally to all the articles of the treaty of the 25th September 1819; 
“ and esptieially to the second article of that treaty, which is as follows : ‘ The 
“ ‘ Raja, for himself and for his heirs and, successors, engages to hold the 
“ ‘ territory in .subordinate co-operation with the British Government, and to 
“ ‘ be guided in all matters by the advice of the British Agent at his High- 
“ ‘ nes.s's Court.' 

“ Second, that your Highness binds yourself to pay your brother, Appa 
“ Sahib Maharaj, whatever allowances he has heretofore received, and to put 
“ him in possession of all his private property; and, should any dispute arise 
“ on this subject, tlie same is to be referred to the Resident for adjustment. 
“ Appa Sahil.> Maliaraj is also to be permitted to reside at any place he himself 
“ may choose, under the protection of the British Government. 

“Third, that Bulwunt Row Chitnavees be dismissed from your Highness's 
“ counsels, and not permitted to reside within your Highness’s territory without 
“ the sanction of the British Government. 

“ Fourth, the persons whose names are inserted in a separate list, having 
“ been guaranteed by the British Government in person, property, and allow- 
“ ances of every description, as the same stood m July 1836, this guarantee 
“ is to be binding on your Highness, and all complaints against them are to be 
“ referred to the Resident. Should it appear necessary hereafter to the British 
“ Government to add the names of any other persons to tins list, the same 
“ guarantee is to be extended to them, and it is to be acted upon in good faith 
“ by your Highness, in any manner that may be pointed out by the British 
“ Government. All complaints against these persons are also to be referred 
“ to the British Resident for his adjustment. 

“ The above are the terms to be agreed to by your Highness, and these cou- 
“ ditions are to be considered as supplemental to the treaty of the 25th Sep- 
“ tember 1819, and to be signed and sealed as such by your Highness, that 
“ there can be no modification in these terms, as your Highness’s sincere \VeU- 
" wisher, the British Government offers them, in the confidence that your^ 
“ Highness’s ])enetration will recognize their moderation, and the expedi- 
“ ency of a prompt acquicseuce. It is confidently expected, also, that tin 
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“ clemency of the British Government in preserving your state (raj) will 
“ be duly appreciated "by your Highness, as it cannot fail to fee by the geiie* 
“ ral voice of this cnuntry, and induce your Highnessi for the future, scru- 
“ pulously to maintain the relations of friendship and mutual confidence, by 
"acting up to the provisions and principles of the treaty.” 

'22. In the sixth paragraph of this minute, T have observed, that the b^ms 
offered in the above document are more moderate than those proposed in my 
minute of the 20tJi June last; and this will be clearly manifest on a reference 
to that paper. In order not to provoke discussion, I omitted to spc'.cify the 
three specific instances in which the Uaja has violated the treaty, and sub¬ 
stituted the mild preamble to the conditions above given for whatl proposed 
in the fiftii paragraph of my original minute; I altogether omitted specific 
mention of the first and third of the original conditions, and made a very 
important conccs.sion to the Raja’s feelings, by including under t!ic concluding 
clause of the fifth, only one person. On this point I beg to refer t.f) Colonel 
Ovans’s rcjTOrt, dated the 29th June last, marked B., as an appendix to this 
minute. I .soon understood from the Resident, that the greatest obstacle to 
an amicable ad justment Avitb the Raja would be, my insisting on the Sena- 
puttee being henceforward excluded from liis counsels; and, notwithstanding 
that this person has taken a very conspicuous part in these intrigues against 
the British Government, I resolved to yield this point, in the faint hope of 
thetefay making an impression on the Raja. What, then, in fact, was the 
substance of the terms ofliered ? By the first, the Raja was simply required to 
engage to act according to an article of the Treaty of 1819, by which, of 
course, he is already bound. By the second, he was required to continue 
the allowances heretofore granted to his brother; astipulation evidently ne¬ 
cessary, not only with reference to the peculiar circumstances which com¬ 
pelled Appa Sahib to throw himself on our protection and to take up his resi¬ 
dence in the British cantonment, but also becau.se the demand is in confor¬ 
mity with the spirit of the treaty of 1819, the preamble to which expressly 
states, that the Raja was then invested “ with a sovereignty for the mainte- 
" nance of his family in comfort and dignity.” By the third, he was merely 
required to remove from his counsels the man who has undoubtedly been the 
chief cause of his downfall, whose character is so fully e.xposed in Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel Ovans’s report, dated the 16th February 1838, when reporting 
on the btikur, or historical sketch, which this man compiled, and which first 
revealed the clue to the whole of the Raja’s infatuated conduct. The man 
who has constantly pandered to the Raja’s ambitious views, by instilling into 
his mind that he is entitled by hereditary right to the wliole of his ancestor 
Sevajee’s dominions, and that instead of being, as we are accustomed to ima¬ 
gine, largely indebted to the British Government for bestowing on him as 
a free gift one of the faire.st and most fertile portions of the Deccan, he has 
been most shamefully wronged, and Mr. Elphmstouc’s pledged faith to him 
at the time of his .seeking the protection of the British Government violated, 
by our having retained any portion of the territory conquered from the 
Peishwa. 1 need not add, that the removal of this person from the Raja’s 
confidence was alike called for, in support of the dignity of the British Go¬ 
vernment, and from a regard to the real interests of the Raja and his well¬ 
being for the future. By the fourth and last condition, he is simply bound 
not to injure, either in person or property, those who had come forward, 
either voluntarily or by constraint, and proved his guilt: a stipulation vvhich 
we could never have abandoned, except at a sacrifice of principle altogether 
destructive of our reputation. I am however convinced, that it was the first 
of my conditions which was the ino.st unpalatable to his Highness and the 
chief bar to his a.ssent, for, 16 it hi.s objections apjjcared to be chiefly directed 
at our several interviews ; for he asserted, that he refused to sign the original 
treaty, from which it is taken, three diftcrent times; and significantly re¬ 
marked to the Resident, that assenting to it would - reduce him to the con¬ 
dition of a niamlutdar (manager or farmeryof a district. What, may I svSk, 

* wa.s this, but a formal renunciation, on the Raja’s part, of a most important 
condition of the existing treaty; and how is it ]>ossible for us to maintain friendly 

. relations 
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relations with a prince who so much mistakes his real position, and thinks so 
lightly of the obligations which he has contracted, and under which he holds 

bis territories ? 

« 

23. By the Raja’s advocates, botli in this country and in England, and 
pef'japs by others who will not have an opportunity of becoming acquainted 
with the merits of this case, it may be remarked, that the moderately exjircssed 
preamble to tlic conditions, and my refusing to re-open the question of tlie 
Raja’s innocence or guilt, was fatal to the amicable adjustment of the 
ditferences between the two states, which I so ardently desired, and which T 
as strenuously endeavoured to effect. No middle course, however, presented 
itself. We must either have acted summarily on,our convictions, or we must 
have placed the Raja formally on his trial, and, of necessity, as preliminary 
theret(j, have suspended him from the exercise of sovereign powers ; or, in 
other words, have temporarily deposed him. His trial by a commission was, 
in fact, proposed the late Sir Robert Grant, and was at one time sanctioned 
by the Governor General of India. Sir Robert Grant, however, was fully 
sensible of the difficulties which the adoption of this liieasurc would create, 
and has justly observed: * “Before such a course, however, is adopted, I 
“ trust it will be considered, states are bound to act justly in dealing with 
“ their allies or tributaries; but there are a thousand cases in which it may 
“ be imj)ossib]e for them to adapt their course to the ordinary forms of 
“ procedure. I must, therefore, regard a precedent as highly inconvenient, 
“ if not highly dangerous, that would establish the rule, that the British 
“ Government emmot dejxtse any prince not taken flagrante bello, except 
“ through the medium of a formal trial. If we are to go so far, indeed, 1 
“ know r*>t why we should not go fai'thcr. The Raja might ask that half 
“ the commissioners should be subjects of Sattara, or some other Native 
“ country: he might claim a right of challenge: he might insist on being 
“ tried by his peers. There is no end to the demands and difficulties that 
“ n\ight arise.” The Governor General of India, moreover, when proposing 
a commission, showed that he was equally alive to the difficulties of this 
mode of procedure. “ Yet by what process,”j- observes his Lordship, “ and 
“ with what impression upon the public mind, is the guilty state to be tried, 
“ condemned, and punished “? When a great Government, like that of the 
“ British in India, directs its vengeance, however just, agairust a helpless 
“ dependant ncighlwur, and when it cannot avoid the appearance of being 
“ prosecutor and judge in its own cause, we must not be surprised if its 
“ motives and actions are widely misconstrued; and how can a suspected 
“ prince be fairly tried in his own dominions, if left in the possession of 
“ sovereign power"? Yet can he be brought to trial without, at least, the 
“ plausible imputation of prejudice and injustice, after the open ignominy 
“of a deposition, however avowedly provisional and temporary'!;” When 
Licntenant-Coloncl Ovans’s report, dated the loth November 1838, jiointing 
out strong objections against the mode of procedure suggested by the 
Governor General, and urging cither, first, that a commission should at 
once be assembled, or secondly, that the Raja’s authority, should be 
suspended pending further proceedings, was submitted to Lord Auckland, 
his Lordship candidly admitted, J that “ the reasons urged by the Resident, 

“ and concurred in by the Governor in Council, were sufficient to satisfy him, 

“ that it would not be right to persevere in the course vvhich he had previoush^ 

“ recommended, and to present to the Raja a written statement of the charges 
“ and proofs against him, calling upon him for an answer.” On the .same 
Occasion the Governor Genera! thus alluded to the difficulties of placing tlkc 
Raja on his trial: “ The course which has been next recommended af? open 
“ to the Government is, the suspension of the Raja from the functions of 
“ sovereignty, and the uppoiutmeat of a commission to sit in judgment upon 
“ him. The suspension ol‘ a person so placed as is the Raja of Sattara, 

“ against whom a strong prima facie case has been established, and w^osc 

“ conducu 

* Minute dated the 31st May 1818, paragraph .54. 

f Minute dated the 23d September 1838, paragraph 4. 

^ Minute of the 29th December 1838. 
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“ conduct appears from every report to be unscrupulously vindictive, 
“ seems, in the event of a new trial bciiiif decided upon, to be essential 
“ to the protection of the witnesses, and to the fairness of proceeding 
“ on the part of the accusation; yet the measure would wear a hahsh 
“ appearance, and be argued as a predetermination to convict. N'^t- 
“ withstanding these objections, it ap|)ears to be essential, as a prelimkiary 
“ to any proceeding bearing the character of a final trial. The tribunal 
“ for trial might, perhaps, be best constituted by the appointment of three 
“ of the most impartial and experienced members of the st^rvice, whom 
“ it would probably be exjiedient to take from Madras and Bengal ; but I 
“ confess that, looking to the manifest inconveniences of such a mode of trial, 
“ to the measures of importance, and the subjects of interest and oxcilement 
“ by vvhich the government is already occupied, and especially )o the pos- 
“ sibility that no part of this course would be approved by the Hoiniurable 
“ Court, I cannot bring myself to recommend its immediate adofition.” Ilis 
Lordship, therefore, although by no means insensible to the inconveniences of 
delay, finally resolved not to act, but determined to await instructions from 
the Home Authorities on the case generally, the mode of trial, if a trial should 
be Judged proper, and respecting the poliey to be observed in the event of 
the Itaja being found guilty. The Home Authorities, as iar back as the 
13th June 1838, expressed an opinion decidedly adverse to any fuiiher pro¬ 
tracted investigation. In my minute of the Ihth June last, 1 have staled the 
difficulties and objections which would be encountered, in subjecting the 
Ilaja to a trial bcl'ore a commission composed of our own servants ; that the 
measure would be open to suspicion and misrepresentation ; that we should 
avoid running even the risk of our character for integiity and good faith being 
questioned; that the competency of such a tribunal to try a sovereign prince 
would doubtless be questioned; and that “ we should be accused of degrading 
“ a sovereign from his acknowledged rank, of offering violence to his feelings 
“ and dignity, and of assuming a right of superiority to which we have no 
“ just claim.” In fact, I know of no mode by which one state can arraign for 
trial the sovereign of another state; and I could not forget that, even in the 
ease of the atrocious murder of Mr, Fraser at Delhi, the proceedings of the 
authorities in this country were questioned, on the grounds that the chief 
party implicated was not amenable to our laws, but was an independent cliicf. 
The bagis of the policy, therefore, which I submitted lor the sanction of the 
Governor General of India was, that the inquiry shoidd not be re-opened, 
that the idea of a Commission should be abandoned, and that we should 
content ourselves with recording the conviction of the British Government of 
the Kaja’s guilt, and impose'on him thh lenient terms 1 have already noticed; 
and this course was cordially approved and sanctioned in Mr. Secretary Mad- 
dock’s letter of the 12th July. I may, however, here observe that, in as far 
as relates to the first, and what all must consider the most serious charge, the 
liaja attended that Commission which assembled at Sattara in October 1836, 
the evidence against him was read and explained to him, the option was given 
to him of being confronted with his accusers, but he declined, and his 
evidence and a written defence will l>e found recorded on the Commissioirs 
proceedings. I here also deem it proper to refer briefly to the paper which 
he g-ave to me at our last interview, headed, “ Substance of the case of his 
“ Ilighncfss,” and to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s report thereoji of the 2d 
instant. Appendix C. to this minute. This will give some idea of what tlie 
nature of his Highness’s defence would have been had the whole question at 
issue been re-opened. There is nothing in this “ case,” as regards circum¬ 
stances connected with the charges against the Raja, which have not been 
already before Government, and which have not been fully and satisfactorily 
explained. The paper called “ the case,” is no defence of the real charges 
i^ainst the Raja: it is vague and evasive, and an endeavour rather to show 
that Jie is injured, and to make demands quite inconsistent even with the 
original treaty under which ho was put in possession of his territories. I do 
liot perceive that any advantage could have resulted from my proceeding in 
person to Sattara, unless I had been vested with full powers, and was re- 
solvcil to put an end to the further discussion by finally deciding the case ; and 

I am 
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I am persuaded that, liad I adopted any other course (that is, had I consented SATTARA 
to re-opcn it) 1 should have involved the Government in a labyrinth of diffi- PAPERS, 

culties, and the case would have been as far removed from final settlement as aitote 

when it first originated; and that, to quote the words of the Honourable by the Govemv. 
Ctturt’s desjratch of the 13th .lune 1838, “ it would rot only be a waste of 4&pt. 1889. 
“ time, but seriously detrimental to the character of our fiovennnent, to carry. 

“ on any further inquiry into the matters.” No doubt exists of the Kaja’s 
guilt; and 1 rely with confidence on the strength and weight of the evidence 
on which all the authorities who have considered it have pronounced judgment 
against his' Highness: all of them most reluctantly, and .some of them, 
including my.sclf, against their prc-conceived opinions. T need not here 
recapitulate tlie nature of this evidence, or tlie peculiar and fortuitous manner 
in which it was obtained. It is only necessary to refer to the exposition of it 
contained in the late Sir Robert Grant’s minutes noted in the margin,* and to 
the sumtnarie.s appended to tho.se minutes; to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s 
report dated the 15th November 1838, containing a snnimary of the evidence 
on each of the charges; and lastly? to the Hononrable Mr. Robertson’s minute 
dated the 8th March last, and to the fact recorded in the Honourable CJolonel 
Morison’s minute dated the 25th April last, that it had recently been disco¬ 
vered that the Raja has an emissary at the disafiected C’ourt of Nepal. I will 
only add one extract from Sir Robert Grant’s minute dated the 5lh May 1838, 
and state, in conclusion of my remarks on this subject, that 1 am convinced 
that the evidence is irresistibly conclusive, and that it was obtained under such 
a combination of circumstances, and through so many different and indepen¬ 
dent channels, as to render it altogether impossible that it could have been 
fabricated in concert and collusion by the several witnesses, or that the Raja, 
as his partisans assert, has fallen a victim to a Brahminical conspiracy. 

Paragraph 146. “ 1 now proceed to the third head into which I have divided 
“ my remarks on the oral evidence, namely, to shew that the testimony of 
” most of the witnesses named under the first head is entitled to credit, not 
“ only from the impossibility, in the circumstances under which it was ob- 
“ tained, of concert and collusion among them, or from the absence of any 
“ adeciuate motive for the conspiracy which niu.st have been entered into if 
“ their testimony is false, but likewise because it is, in many instances, con- 
“ traiy to the interests and natural wishes of the witnessing parties.” 

Paragraph 147. “Any one who weighs well the numerous and extraordinary 
“ coincidences which are to be found in the mass of evidence forwarded by 
“ Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans must, in iny opinion, be impressed with a perfect 
“ conviction of its general truth. The witnesses are too numerous, and com- 
“ posed of too many classes of society, to render it probable that a combina- 
“ tion has been formed among them, for the purpose of giving false te.slimouy. 

“ On essential points all the witnesses agree, although with those variations 
“ to be expected from persons deposing to the same facts inde])endently of 
“one anotlicr. Various discrepancies, and even contradictions, are to be (bund 
“ in their testimony. The chief of these I have already noticed, and they can 
“ all be cither satisfactorily reconciled, or may fairly be attriliuted to the 
“ confusion of events and transactions embracing a period of at lea.st twelve 
“ years. Far from thinking these variations should be considered as aH'ecting 
“ the general credibility of the witnesses, I should have deemed the absence of 
“ such variations a clear token of concert, and therefore open to the utmost 
“ distrinst and suspicion.” 

To those who desire to pursue this subject farther, I must refer to the para- ^ 
graphs of the same minute which succeed tlic extract above given, wherein 
the late Governor clearly establishes the position he had taken. 

24. I shall now proceed, in the second place, to e.xplain the arrangements 
i have adoj^td, in consequence of the Raja rejecting the amnesty oh the 
conditions proposed. The first at this crisis for me to consider was, whether 
1 was vested with full authority to act as I judged most expedient, or whethef 

it 


* 5th, 15th, 24th, 28tli, and Slot May 1838. 
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it was necessary to refer again to the Governor General of India for instruc¬ 
tions on this point. Fortunately I could entertain no doubt. The very case 
which had actually arisen had been imagined, and his Lordship’s instructions 
applied for and received. In my minute of the 20t.h June, 1 alluded to the 
possibility of the result of my visit to Sattara as follows : “In conclusioi} I 
“ deem it necessary to refer to a possible, though, I hope not probable, ifcsue 
“ to the attempt we are about to make, to re-establish our relations at Sattara 
“ on a friendly footing. The Kaja, either from mis-appreciating our motives, 
“ or from relying on the influence which he may fancy he has established, by 
“ means of the numerous agents he has employed botli in England and India, 
“ may refuse to accej)! our proffered clemency, boldly assert his innocence, 
“ and challenge inquiry. 1 am not prepared, at this moment, to state the 
“ precise course which should be followed under such a contingency; but, in 
“ order to avoid the delay of another reference to the Governor General of 
“ India, I think the possibility of its occurrence should be pointed out, and 
“ his Lordship’s sentiments solicited, as to the course we should then pursue.” 
The reference was accordingly made, and answered* in the follow'ing clear 
and explicit terms: “ His Lordship can hardly think it possible that, to a 
“ frank tender of oblivion of past transactions, and of a return to cordial and 
“ amicable relations and to a strict observance of all the stipulations of the 
“ treaty, the Raja will re]>ly by a tone of ofl’ensive defiance,, or by a rejection 
“ of the just and moderate terms proposed, or that he should endeavour to 
“ rc-open the late inquiry, and to continue the imscenily discussion m which 
“he had been so long, by himself and by his agents,' engaged. Yet it is 
“ possible that those who have reaped gains by the bad advice with which 
“ they have misled him, may see advantage to themselves in the course, and 
“ may prevail upon him to adopt it. In such ca.se, liis Lordshi|> would 
“ willingly rely upon the judgment and discretion of tlie Governor of Bombay, 
“ and is prepared to support any .strong decision upon which he may deter- 
“ mine, wdiether that decision may be for the de])osition of tlic present Raja, 
“ for the substitution of his brother in the raj, or for any modified course of 
“ curtailing his political and military power." 

25. Under this full authority I determined to act; more especially as I could 
not be insensible to the injurious effects which would hav<^ been produced in the 
country generally, by my having proceeded in person to Sattara to settle an 
afi'air which had been under discussion more than three years, and- returning, 
leaving matters exactly as I found them. Such a result of my visit, univer¬ 
sally known in the Deccan to have been undertaken with the most friendly 
intentions towards the Raja, could not fail, at least, to cxpo.se us to the impu¬ 
tation of political timidity, and this at a crisis wdien we are so fully aware that 
emissaries are traversing the empire from powerful states, to foment dis.saffec- 
tion among our dependant allies. To have wavered in a decided line of action, 
or to have procrastinated a decision, and thus continued the unseemly discus¬ 
sions which have so long existed at Sattara, appeared to me no less derogatory 
to our supremacy and national character than dangerous to the peace of India. 
It then became a subject of my most anxious consideration, what course, under 
all the circumstances of the case, it would be most expedient to imrsue; and 
three suggested themselves. First, deposing the Raja, making a liberal [iro- 
vision for himself and family, and annexing his territories to our own. 
Secondly, a middle course, or curtailing his political and military authority, 
by resuming a portion only of his territory. Thirdly, deposing the Raja, but 
maintaining the integrity of the Sattara state, according to the treaty of 1819, 
in the iierson of some other member of his family. 1 shall now proceed to 
state w'hy 1 finally resolved to adopt the last of these courses, in preference to 
either of the two first. 

26. I am prepared to ex|)ect that, by some, the first of the above courses 
w'ill b,c advocated. I am aw'arc that the policy adopted in 1818, of conferring 
an imiepeudent sovereignly on the rejircsentative ofSevajee, has been deemed 

,brj^some unwise and erroneous.; and the result will, with some degree o; 

plausibility, 

'' * Mr. Deputy Secretary Torrens’s letter to Mr. Willoughby, dated the 12th .luly 1839. 
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plausibility, be referred to, as conclusive of the soundness of the opinion by SATTARA 
those who maintain it. 1 am not cither prepared to contend that tire same PAPERS, 

strong and urgent reasons which induced that eminent and distinguished man, 

Mr. Elphinstone, to establish the Sattara state, exist in such full force at the by the Goverri- 
present moment for our continuing it,, now that it has been justiy forfeitedl, by ^S^t. 1839, 
th*e flagrant and repeated violations of tlie treaty on the part of the Raja we 
arsf about to depose. Still, as I have observed in a former part of this minute, 

I aJh a strong and earnest advocate for upholding the Native states of India ; 
and there are peculiar circumstances connected with the Sattara family, their 
former renown, the extent of their power, the popularity still attaching to 
their name, and similar associations, which have strongly disposed me to act 
in conformity to the almve principle, and to endeavour to preserve this state 
within the limits prescribed in the Treaty of 1819. In short, although I 
apprehend that, by a pressure of circumstances entirely beyond our control, 
the whole of the Native states of India are perhaps destined ultimately to 
fall within the vortex of onr rule, I am of opinion that onr cflbrts should 
be constantly and vigilantly directed towards the procrastination of that event. 

There is also another cousidcnition which has greatly influenced my decision. 

While we inflict a just puni.sliment on the guilty we should spare the innocent, 
and so act, that our motives may appear pure, and entirely free from the sus¬ 
picion of self-interest. I do not think that our proceedings would be viewed 
by the community as free from this taint, W'erc. the Raja’s deposal accompa¬ 
nied by the resumption of his territories, and annexing these to our own 
empire. By continuing to maintaiui the state, we at once put to silence the 
clamour which would he raised by the Raja’s party, if we pursued the policy 
against which I am contending. They would say, we pronounced him guilty, 
with a view to our own advantage and aggrandizement; and this idea would 
probaldy he ado|ited by many an honest and independent man, who would 
consider the temptation to which, we have been exposed too great to be 
resisted, and to have rendered us incompetent judges of the Raja’s conduct. 

This, 1 need not remark, however unjust and erroneous, could not lail to pro¬ 
duce the most injurious reflections on our reputation. Finally, 1 have been 
supported in the view I have taken of this case, by the consideration that if it 
is deemed erroneous by the superior Authorities who will have to judge of it, 
the course of events will, in all human probability, afford a fair opportunity, 
in a few years, of rectifying what may be deemed ^erroneous. Neither the 
Raja about to be deposed, nor his brother who is to be substituted in his 
place, have any children, and, at their advanced period of life, it is tiot very 
likely that they will hereafter have any, and I know of no other party who can 
claim the succession by hereditary right. It follows, therefore, that on the 
demise of the new Raja, the Sattara state would lapse to the British Govern¬ 
ment ; unless, indeed, it shall be then judged expedient to allow this line of 
princes to l?e continued by tlie Hindoo custom of adoption; a question which 
should be left entirely open for consideration, when the event on which it 
depends shall actually occur. In regard to pursuing a middle course, 1 will 
only observe, that it would have been inore congenial to the feelings of pity 
and compassion I entertain towards the Raja, to have adopted it; hut, on 
public grounds, 1 was constrained to waive all personal feelings, and ac;t as I 
thought best for the public interests. His conversation with me, and his past 
conduct, have satisfied me that he is a man whom no treaty can bind, and that 
he is firmly resolved not to re-enter into and. fulfil the stipulations of the 
treaty under which he was enthroned. We migiit certainly have curtailed his 
power, and have reduced his military strength, by resuming a portion of liis 
dominions; but this would only hfive augmented his animo.sity towards us, 
and have rendered him still more dissatisfied and discontented, and still more 
prone to continue his extravagant intrigues against us; while, at the samd’" 
time, the resumption of a portion of his territory would have entailed on us 
nearly the same degree of odium, and have rendered our motives subject to 

misconception, nearly to the same extent as if we had resumed the whole. 

• 

27i Having, therefore, determined to adopt the last of the three courses I 
am (li.scussing, it became necessary to determine in, whose favour, and under 

4 K ■ what 
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what conditions, the lapsed sovereignty over the Sattara state should be con¬ 
ferred. With regard to the person, as I have before incidentally remarked, 
there was no choice; for, in fact, there was only one person on whom the 
investiture could be confeiTcd, namely, the llaja’s brother. Of him but little 
is known, for he has never been prominently brought forward. From private 
sources 1 have been given to understand that formerly he was of dissolute 
habits; but this report requires confirmation. The Resident entertaina 
favourable opinion of him, as far as his observation extends; and assured'me 
that, after a diligent searcli of his records and other sources of information, he 
had not discovered any thing that in any degree impeached his character. 
Whilst at Sattara I had one complimentary visit from him, and my impressions 
from this interview were certainly in his favour. To his credit, he abstained 
from making the slightest allusion to passing events; and I may here add, that 
during the whole period of my remaining at Sattara, 1 did not discover the 
remotest indication of any intrigues being at work against the Raja, or of the 
desire of any party to effect his ruin, with the view of favouring his brother ; 
and I think that, had anything of this kind been in o])eration, 1 could not have 
failed to detect it. 

28. I must now refer to the annexed copy of the instructions wliich I com* 
muniealed to the Resident on my return to Poona, ,\ppcndix I). to this minute- 
liefon; leaving Sattara, I had, of course, fully explained my views to Colonel 
Ovans, not only in regard to the measures to be adopted, but also as to tlie 
mode in which I desired that he should carry them into execution. In tiie 
ninth ]>aragraph of this letter will be folind the conditions under which tlie 
new Raja is to be recognized. These are simple and few in number, and 
secure no advantages whatever to the British Clovernment, which we are not 
already entitled to by treaty. 

The lirst binds the Raja to confortn to all the provisions of tin? Treaty of 
1815), not modified l>y the [jrcsent engagement. 

The second defines the boundaries of the Sattara state, to be exactly those 
specified in the schedule of the aforesaid Treaty ; with an express declara¬ 
tion, that the Raja possesses 7io title or claim, present or jnospcctive, to any 
territory situated Ircyond the prescribed boundaries. 

The third transfers the management and control of the Sattara .lagheerdars 
to the British Government, with a reservation in favour of the Raja, of the 
services of the contingents of horse, and all pecuniary payments, on the scale 
fixed hy Captain Grant. 

The fourth stipulates for the payment to the late Raja, out of the Sattara 
revenues, such annual allowance as may be considered proper by the British 
Government, for the future maintenance of himself and family. 

25). It, of course, engaged my consideration, in my communications with 
the Resident, xvhether it was probable that the late Raja would resist ; and, in 
such case, w'hat were the means of resistance at his eommand. 1. ascertained 
that, for the size and extent of his territory, the Raja has been accustomed to 
maintain a much larger force than is necessary for the internal defence of his 
territories; that his cavalry and artillery are respectable, but his infantry 
ill-discipliued and inefficient. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans is, however, deci¬ 
dedly of opinion, that direct and forcible resistance on the Raja’s part is uot 
to be apprehended, and expressed his readiness to carry into eff’ect-what I 
proposed with tlie aid of the troops ordinarily stationed at Sattara. He be¬ 
lieves that the Raja is deficient in personal courage, and that, when wc 
declare our intention to set up his brother, most of his troops will desert him : 
and this, I may state, formed an additional argument in favour of that mca- 
> sure, as likely to preveut collision and bloodshed. 

30. In cases like the present, however, it is always incumbent to err on the 
safe side; and, on my return to Poona, I caused orders to be issued for the 
immediate march to Sattara of the under-mentioned reinforcement. Light 
conjpany of her IVlajesty’s 41st regiment, five companies of Native infantry, 
and Jj5b Poona irregular horse. 

‘Tliese troops left Jkiona the mbvning of the 31st, the senior oHiccr i)i com¬ 
mand 



mand having been instructed, on his arrival at Sattara, to place himself under 
the Resident’s orders. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovaus has moreover been cau¬ 
tioned. not to incur any risk, but, in the event of his observing any appearance 
of a determined resistance on the Raja’s part, to apply for such additional 
tr 9 ops as he may deem requisite to overcome all opposition. 

31 . I now submit attention to the draft of the Proclamation (Appendix D. 
No.*»l), under which the Raja will be deposed and his brother proclaimed as 
his successor. Tn the preamble to this document, I considered it advisable to 
recall to the recollection of the community in general the peculiar circum¬ 
stances under which the Sattara state was established, as set forth in the Ho¬ 
nourable Mr. Elphinstone’s Proclamation of the 11th February 1818. Having 
done this, the substance of the second and fifth articles of our Treaty witli 
the Raja dated the 25th of September 1819 are recited, in order that the 
nature of his compact with the Rritish Government may be fully uudcr.stood. 
The Raja’s violations of liis engagements are then stated in general terms, as 
well as the conditions on which the British Government had resolved to over¬ 
look the past. Finally, the Raja’s rejection of these conditions is annoiinced, 
and the consequent intention of the British Government to enforce against him 
the penalty provided by the fifth article of the Treaty, and to proclaim his 
brother as bis succe.s.sor. It appears to me indispensible. to make this Procla¬ 
mation, that our motives should not be misunderstood or misrepresented in 
this country. 

32. My instructioiis to the Resident enjoin, that every effort should be made 
to obviate collision; but should such unhappily occur, that every jne- 
caution should be taken to prevent injury to the well-disposed, and guard 
against irregularities on the part of our troojrs. They likewise enjoin, that 
every atVnition be paid to the personal comfort and convenience of the Raja 
and ids faiidly, and seenre to him his private jiropcrty, and a suitable main¬ 
tenance for bis liiture support. The question of his future disposal is left for 
corisideratiuu hereafter. I have every confidence in Lieiitenant-Colonel Ovans's 
judgment and di.scretion, that he will .secure that these instructions are scru¬ 
pulously attended to. 

33. I now proceed to endeavour to trace the causes which I believe to have, 
principally occasioned the failure in the accomplishment of my visit tt) Sat¬ 
tara. The.se arc, f conceive, two-fold. First, the Raja’s character, and the 
fallacious and erroneous im])ressions which have been for some time past 
instilled into ids mind. Secondly, the confidence he I’eposes in the numerous 
agencies he has established in this country and at home. 

34. 1 have observed, that the Raja has appeared to me to be a prince whom 
no treaty can bind, alid that he is firmly resolved never again to engage to ac;t 
up to the stipulations\of the Treaty of 1819. If this opinion is correct, this 
feeling was, of itself, m insuperable bar to an amicable adjustment of existing 
differences; for it must be obvious, that any departure from the spirit of this 
treaty was inadinis.sible. From the day we .seated the Raja on Ids throne, 
we have discovered that he was a disappointed and dis.satisfied prince, inflated 
■With wild and extravagant notions of Ids own importance, ambitiou.s to extend ‘ 
his dominions, and constantly occujded in the most absurd and ridiculous 
intrigues, with the .view of effecting his purpose. The late Sir Robert Grant, 
in his minute of the 5th May 1838, paragraph 87, alludes to the Raja’s con¬ 
duct as follows:— 

“ I shall hereafter have occasion fully to shew, that this prince was, from 
“ an early.period, impre.sscd with the most exaggerated idea of his own claims 
“and pretensions; that, in place of those grateful feelings which he mighty, 
“ have been expected to cherish for the immense benefits conferred on him, 

. “ he was filled only with resentment, at not liaving received the yet greater 
“and more valuable advantages to which he conceived himself entitled ; that 
“ thi.s sentiment was inflamed by the notions iudnstriously instilled into him, of 
“ his having been treated with bud faith in the arrangements which placed him 
“ on the gadi of Sattara; and tliat, bolstered u|:Jj)y flatterers in the.se conviction*; 
“ of his consequence and his grievances, he has long been ifS^a state of niind, to 

“ which 
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SATTARA “which any scheme which promised to avenge his wrongs and vindicate his 

papers. u (jignity, would find a ready access. Even under these impressions, it may 

Minute “ seem singular enough that he should have indulged the hope of carrying 

y die Governor, “his objects by the means on which he appears to have relied; but his 

Sept. I8S9. “ extreme ignorance, his distempered ambition, and probably also a siip^r- 

“ stitious reliance on his destinies, may account for the readiness with which 
“ he grasped at a project so flattering to his ruling passion.” 

35. This subject is further discussed at great length, and with much cTear- 
. ness and ability, by Sir Robert (irant in his final minute on the Sattara case, 
dated the 31:st May 1838; in the eleventh and following paragrapjis of which 
he endeavours, and with great success, to explain the motives by which the 
Raja’s conduct had been directed, and which, when it was first detected, 
seemed too absurd to be credited. The whole of this document is deserving 
of attentive consideration by those who are desirous of obtaining a clear com¬ 
prehension of this most extraordinary case. The Commissioners who were 
sent to Sattara in October 1836 remarked* as follows: “ We also learn on the 
“ best authority, that at the time the present Raja was established on the 
“ Sattara throne, both hi:n.self and family entertained ^ the most extravagant 
“ idea of their own con.sequeiice, and that their expectations were proportionate, 
“ so that, for a time, the bounty they experienced was not duly appreciated.” 
J’erhups in this paper a key to his Highness’s conduct may be found. Time 
may have weakened the gratitude which he may once have felt towards the 
British Government, for having restored him to liberty and a throne, and for¬ 
getful of what he wa.s, and of the source from whence he derived all that he 
now posse.sses, he may have been led, by family pride and a weakened intel¬ 
lect, to think of the much more extensive kingdom which belonged to his 
ancestors; ’ and having once nourished the dangerous thought, he may have 
been gradually led by the designing men who now surround him, to ..entertain 
false hopes, and, with this object, may have commenced by assailing the fidelity 
of our. troops. I may here observe, that the stipulations contained in the fifth 
article of the Treaty of 1819 are sufficient to prove, that the framers of that 
treaty were not unaware, even at that early period, of the bent of the Raja’s 
mind. They seem to have foreseen the dangers into which ho has actually 
fallen, and endeavoured, but in vain, to j)rotect him from them, by strictly pro¬ 
hibiting all direct intercourse on his part, with all foreign states and princes, 
of whatever description. I could adduce proof upon proof of the Raja’s 
anilntion, and of the fact of his restlessness of intrigue being not unknown 
many years ago to the Residents stationed at his court, which is conclusive 
against the supposition, that the charges that have been under inrpiiry during 
ti)e last three years are the fruit of an intrigue of the day against him. One 
more, however, will suffice. In a letter, dated the 1st February 1838, Colonel 
Ovans observes : “ Colonel Briggs, in his report to Government dated the 1st 
“January 1827, refers to this ambitious feeling as likely to be the Raja’s 
“ ruin, in these remarkable and prophetic words, ‘ He is, however, tenacious 
, “ ‘ 4>f his prerogative, and will every day more and more resist our control. 
“ ‘ He has lately been flattered by those around him into an erroneous estimate 
“ ‘ of his own importance, and he has already evinced strong inclinations to 
' “‘extend his connexions beyond the limits prescribed by treaty. It will be- 
“ ‘ fortunate, perhaps, for his Highness, if events afford this Government an 
“ ‘ early opi)ortunity to give him timely warning of the danger he is incurring, 
“ ‘ or I should be very apprehensive that he may succeed in involving himself 
“ ‘ in secret communications with those who may, at some future period, 
“ ‘ provoke the resentment of Government, when it is likely a development of 
‘ ‘ a system of intrigue with his Highness may take place, which »will alto- 
‘ ‘ gether shake our confidence, and may lead to his ultimate ruin.’ ” 


36. I may, in cone! usion of this part of my minute, allude to the “ Historical 
Retell ” forwarded to the Governor General of India by Dr. Milne, the Raja’s 
mvocahi, and to the late Sir Robert Grant’s comments on this document. 
This ■upfbld.s to our view the Raja’s infatuated claims and pretensions, in pro¬ 
secution 

* Paragraph 8, Cttiimissjoners’ r^ort. t Grant DuiPfi History, vol. iii. p. 483. 
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sccution of which he has of late permitted hunscif to be addressed bv his SATTA^ 
agents in Bombay l^y the ambitious title of “ Ilmdu Pud-Padshah,” or Kiug PAPERS., 

of the Hindoos. There can be no doubt of this fact; for tlie title is affixed to Minute ' 
one of the many communications which have been made to the Governor by the Govern- 
General of India, and is commented on by his Lordship in the Deputy-Secre- 4 Sept. 1889. 
tany’s letter of the 15th June last, as follows : “ The Governor in Council will 
“ mvt fail to observe the stylo assumed by the liaja of Sattara, Hindori Pud- 
“Padshah Sircar. In arrogating to himself the right to a title almost im- 
“ perial, and wholly unacknowledged by this Government, or, as far as is at 
“ present known, any principal native power, the Raja has given very evident 
“ proof, if not of his own overbearing spirit, at least of a strong dispo.sitiou 
“ on the part of those who are about him to excite and flatter his vanity.” 

37. In regard to the second cause of failure in effecting the object of my 
vi.sit to Sattara, we are not left to conjecture. I annex to this minute 
CAppendices E. and F.) two letter.^ received from Colonel Ovans, dated as 
per margin,* forwarding some intercepted correspondence of the Raja’.s agents, 
a short lime |)reviou.sly to my arrival at Sattara, and during the very period 
of my endeavours to induce the Raja to accept an amnesty on the lenient terms 
profiosed. 

dS. Ji i.s almo.st incredible the number of agents employed by the Raja, 
lie has .sent two .separate missions to England, on whose influence and exer¬ 
tions h(s confidently depends to obtain a rcver.sal of whatever proceedings are 
adojitcd against him Ijy the Authorities in India. From the day of my arrival 
in this country, I have been continually beset by his agents in Bombay and 
at Poona, and their efforts have been unceasing, to induce me to consent to 
direct e.ivmnunieations with tliem independently of the. local .Anthoritv. I, 
of conise, defeated this object, and liave purpo.sely abstained from re-sorting 
to Native agency of any kind. 

.39. There are, however, some English gentlemen who have warmly entered 
into the Raja’s cause, without, of course, being aware of the real merits of 
his case, and without possessing any other knowledge of the subject-matter 
of dispute between the two states, than what the Baja and his agents have 
seen fit to disclo.se. I deem it onlj’- necessary to refer the Board to the intor- 
ceplod correspondence furnished in Colonel Ov'ans's letters dated the 8tli and 
31st Augnsl, to which 1 would invite its particular attention. I have no dojibt 
in my own mind of the authenticity of the correspondence: in fact, some of 
the circumstances alluded to passed under my own observation. 

30. It will ahso be seen from the correspondence, that the pre.ss has been 
re.sorted to with the same object. On one occasion, an article which aiipcarcd 
in the Tunes is translated and forwarded ; and the editor of the Durjiuu news¬ 
paper has mixed him.self up in thc.se intrigues, for on the 24th Augu.st, two 
days after my arrival at Sattara, one of the correspondents writes as follows :t 
“ Ball Shastree (the editor) has desired me to submit an humble representa- 
“ tioii, that the Sircar should pay attention to the sub.stauee of what be has 
“ published in the Diirpim of the 23d instant, containing distant allusions. 

“ This matter will be known from the lJurpun.” 

41; In a letter dated the .Itli September 1838, the Bombay Government 
brought to the notice of the Secret Committee, how much, in the course of 
these discussions, the liberty of the press had been abused ; and, in reporting 
these proceedings, I desire that a particular reference may be made to that • 
eoinmunicatioh; for I am strongly impressed with the conviction, that one/" 
of two results must ensue; either that the authority of the Govenmlents of 
this country will be entirely undermined, or that, in a few years, there will 
not be a single Native state left in India. This opinion has been before re¬ 
corded by one of our most distinguished Indian functionaries, the late Sir 
•lohn Malcolm, who, in allusion to another state under the control of this 

Government, 

* 8th and 3Ut August 1839. t No. 29 of the series. 

4 L 




'i ^TTARA 
j: PAPERS. 

Minute 

'ity the Governor, 
I 4 Sept. 1S39. 

'.I 


'"■■■ MiNufis, 

Government, has thus pointed out the dangers likely to arise from an imperium 
iw iwpmo being established in this country. 

“ I must, in concluding this short record of Baroda affairs, state, that the 
“ evils attending thern, both as affecting Syajee and the Government, h^ve 
“been greatly aggravated, by corrupt agents instilling into his mind false 
“ hopes of his receiving support from her Majesty’s Courts of Law at Bomjiliy, 
“ and afterwards from one of his principal agents at Calcutta. Proofs will be 
" found of these facts in the record, and th^ are worthy of the serious 
“ attention of the Authorities in England. They may not be capable of 
“ complete remedy, but that should be applied as far as practicable; for there 
“ exists not, amid the difficulties which must ever attend the administration 
“ of the empire, one more likely to generate corruption and intrigue, or which 
“ is more calculated to hurry princes and chiefs to their ruin, than that im- 
“ pression which low and interested men create and maintain, of their being 
“ able to appeal in political matters beyond the local Government under 
“ whom they are placed.”* ^ 

42. I now proceed to suggest the further measures which are required con¬ 
sequent to the deposal of the Raja. The first of tliese relates to the place of 
his future residence. This is a question which must be left for the deci.sion 
of the Governor General of India. I am myself of opinion, that it is expedient 
that the Raja .should be removed from the territories dependent »)n this Presi¬ 
dency, and I think that some suitable place, either at Benares or within the 
Madras Presidency, should be selected for his future residence, as he will, 
in either of these situations, be less able to carry on the intrigues in which 
himself and partizans may be expected to engage after his removal. 


43, The next point for consideration is, the amount of stipend to he allowed 
for the future maintenance of himself and family. This should be liberal; 
but tlie precise amount must be left for th'e Governor General’s consideration. 
The revenues of the Sattara state have of late years averaged about fourteen 
lacs per annum. I would propose that, out of these, an a.ssignmeiit of from 
one lac to one lac and twenty-five thousand rupees, be made to the Raja, , 
wliich .sum will amply provide for liis comfort, and that of his family and " 
personal dependents. 


44. 1 shall forward a copy of this minute and enclosures to the Governor 
General of India with as little delay as possible, and I request that another 
copy may be sent to the Government of India, with all practicable disj)atch. 


45. 1 shall also send copy of the Proclamation under whicli the Raja will 
be deposed to the undermentioned officers, to enable them, if necessary, to 
explain the grounds of the measures adopted, at the Courts to which tliey arc 
respectively accredited 

1 St. Political Commissioner for Guzerat. 

2d. Resident in Cutch. 

3d, Political Agent in the Southern Mahratta Country. 

4th. Agent for Sirdars in the Deccan. 

5tl». Resident at Indore. 

6th. Resident at Gwalior. 

7th, Resident at Nepal. 

8th. Governor General’s agent in Rajpootana. 

9th. Resident at Hyderabad. 

10th. Resident at Nagpore. 

11th. Government of Madras. 


^ 46. I have caused two copies of the whole of these proceedings to be 

transcribed here, for transmission to iSngland by the next overland mail; but 
there will not be time to prepare a letter in detail to accompany them, which, 
under the circumstances, the Secret Committee will doubtless excuse. 

47f In a former part of this minute, 1 have expressed my opinion of the 
A advantage which I have derived from The able assistance and co-operation of 
’ .i' the 


* Malcolm's GOTcrnment of India, Appendix A., p. 
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the Honourable Mr. Anderson. His lonj? expericnoo as a judicial servant, 
hit- former employment in the JDeccan and Southern Mahratta country as a 

t >oliticul officer, and his previous personal acquaintance with the Raja, rendered .. 

us couns(‘I of particular value. It is a source of higli satisfa(>tion to me, that by the fiovcri. 
his opinions arc in perfect accoidance with the line of policy 1 finally deter- 4Sept. 1B39, 
mhred to pursue. 

48. T have also recorded my sense of the services of the Resident, (’olouel 
Ovans; and it now only remains for me to discharge a further gratifying 
act of public duty, in also recording my acknowledgments to Mr. Willoughby, 
the I’olitical Secretary in attendance. His iuforuiatiou and intimate know- 
lcdgt‘ of all former proceedings proved of great advantage in niy considera¬ 
tion of the Raja’s case, and I cannot loo highly commend his nnwearied in¬ 
dustry and promptitude in the execution of my instnictions. In particular, 
it IS due to this excellent public oflicer to state, that he has evinced an ear¬ 
nest desire tlirovghout iny lugotiations, that they should sneeeefI to my ori¬ 
ginal intention and wishes, under llio general authority vested in me by the 
(loveinor (leneral of India. 

40. T lake upon myself the entire responsibility of the policy wliich has 
betn ndopti'd, and, strong in the rectitude of my intentions, I submit these 
proceedings to the consideration of luy superiors, and of lliose Jiigh authori¬ 
ties whom 1 liuvf' the honour to serve. 

(Signed) J. 11. (’arn ic. 

DajK)oree,-4tl] September 1839. 
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('opic's of the d('S])atch to be sent to the Secret Committee bv the steamer 
on till' 12th; a eop_\ also to be despatched to the (iovernor General, with 
the origin.i! tie<il\, toi his Lordship’s ritilieation. It requires no observation 
f-veept as u gards the second and thud articles, wiiich, it sliouJrl be lirietly 
t” pi lined, liave been called for by ’the unreasonable pretensions set up by 
the llapi, tmd the disputes regarding the .laglu'crdars, einimeratcd in the third 
aitiele. The (Jovernor (joueral will obseive, that the pecuniary payments 
and eontingcnls borne oil the scale lixed I’ormerly we shall expressly reserve 
to the Raja. 

Colonel Oians to be informed of my higli ajijirubation of t!iecour.sC of hi; 
proceedings, in the e\(culionof thedilicate and important duty committed 
to his hands, iu which he >ias eminently displayed firmness, judgment, aiid 
discYetion, which entitle him to the warmest expression of the thunks of 
(loi'cmmcnt. It has been most satisfactory to me, that the seizure of the 
itaja has not been attended by any disturliance or bloodshed, and that Colonel 
Ovans has treated him with every indulgence and consideration consistent 
with his situation. As regards the Senaputtee, the Resident has acted vMscly 
111 requiring him to aceomiiany the cx-Raja to his present tesidenee; though 
It is not my intention that he should be hereafter regarded as a prisoner, 
but that, fts soon as circumstances admit, he shall be allowed to go where he 
pleases. 

Colonel Ovans should be requested to communicate to the officers and thrv/ 
troops under his command, the thanks of (lovcrnmeiit for their soldicr-likc 
and steady conduct in the service on which they were employed. 


7th Beptember 1839. 


(Signed) J. R. Carsjic. 
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MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 

Dated Septembc)' 1839. 

1 . I have considered with great attention and the deepest interest 'the 
Honourable the Governors minute of his proceedings at Sattara. The fcarly 
dispatch of the steamer has not permitted ray having access to the documents 
forming the Appcndi.v, but the events and circumstances are so fully explained 
and detailed in the minute, as to render this of less importance. I therefore 
proceed, at once, distinctly, but briefly, to record my opinion, and can here¬ 
after add any thing further, should I find it necessary. 

2 . My entire conviction of the Raja’s guilt in the instances charged against 

him is on record. Subsequent events have only tended to confirm it: but the 
very act of his refusing the conditions of oblivion and reconciliation, conditions 
which even spared him the mortification of expre.ssly acknowledging <milt, 
particularly the first, as connected with his remark tliat it would ^plact^ hini 
in a subordinate situation, is a virtual declaration, that he did not Jiolci hitu- 
self bound by the treaty of 1819 ; and even setting aside his former infractions 
of tlie. treaty, shews that no dependence, could have been placed on him at 
any future period. His warmest advocates nui.st be unable now .seriously to 
maintain the position, that the Government of British India could, witli any 
regard to its honour and influence, or to its position as pariiiuount, have per¬ 
mitted him to remain at the head of that state over wliich it had placed him 
in subordinate co-operation, after distinctly and deliberately renouncing that 
subordination. ’ " o • 

3. I therefore entirely, and on the firmest convictiun of its nece.s.sitv 
approve and concur in the measure of the Raja's depo.sition. 

4 I cordially acquiesce, also, in the soundne.ss of thi' principle and of the 
reasons, on which this course was preferred tf. tliat of contimiing t!ic liaja, 
with diminished power, at Sattara. 

G. My former views rvcrc, f must acknowdedge, in lavour of the British 
Govermnent resuming that territory which it had conferred on the ieprt;scn- 
tative of the founder of the Mahratta empire, from a conviction that it was 
intrinsically right, to resume what had,been voluntarily granted, wheti the 
conditions of the grant were flagrantly violated, and the power conferred in 
clemency abused by the Raja, with hosstile feeling, to work the injury of .his 
benefactors. I also considered that it was expedient to do so, ratlitu- than 
transfer the government to any of his family, in order to obviate the intrigues 
of restless ambition, which will always prompt a member of the house of 
Sevajee to take advantage of circumstances aftbrding the most distant prospect 
of elevation. i e 


C. These w;erc my views of the course we .should follow; but I am fre'e to 
confe.ss, that when I consider the strong grounds on which Sir James Carnac 
has proceeded, in placing the Raja’s brother over this justly-forfeited state,'' 
and all the circum.stanccs which have arisen, that measure docs now appear to 
me to have advantages over any other course which could have been pursued. 
Its real inconvpiiences may. I trust, after past experience, be guarded 
against, and \vhile it should silence those who might oppose and misrepresent 
our motives, it will exhibit a practical alid salutary lesson to the Native 
princes dependent on us, who have but too ready an ear to evil advisers 
unfriendly to us, and furnish another instance of the moderation and clemency 
^of our rule. The moral effect of this, at a time when our arms have so sig¬ 
nally prospered in the direction to which all eyes are turned, will not, 1 
trust, be witliout im])ortant advantages. 

7. I will add no more, but record my cordial concurrence in the whole 
course which has been ably followed out by the Honourable the Governor. 


9th September 1839. 


(Signed) JAtuEs Fakisii. 
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MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

, Dated lOth September 1839. 

'Being in the Deccan for change of air, the Honourable tlje Governor cx- 
pre.^ed a desire that 1 should accompany him in his visit to Sattara. To this, 
in the spirit of the aid I had promised, I immediately assented, and 1 have 
thus had the advantage of being present at the several conferences held with 
the Raja, and of being made acquainted, step by step, with the policy and 
measures the Honourable the Governor deemed it expedient to pursue with 
this prince. 

It is not my intention to again enter into the question of the Raja’s guilt. 
On that question I have already recorded my decided opinion; and I think 
there cannot be error in the conclusion come to, when w’c find every authority 
in India who has recorded an opinion on the case has arrived at the same con¬ 
viction, and declared they consider the Raja to have foifeited his throne. 

I j)urpose, then, here only to olfer my sentiments upon the occurrences and 
the measures pursued by the Honourable the Governor, on the occasion of his 
visit to Sattara, and its result. 

1 consider that it Avould have been imjjossibl^', notwithstanding the intention 
to [)ass over and forgive the hostile designs and plots to our injury in which 
tl'.e Raja had engaged, not to have referred to our conviction of these de¬ 
signs, in requiring from him those stipulations which, from the circumstances, 
became essential in continuing to him his throne. It would, however, have 
been difiicult to liave referred to these designs in a manner or in language less 
offensive; and I am equally satisfied, that the stipulations to wliich he was 
naiuircc! Jo accede will be viewed at ail hands, under the penalties he was 
deemed to have incurred, as the least that could have been demanded. The 
stipulations required nothing for ourselves, but safety for others aud future 
salefy for himself. ** 

Tiiesc conditions, however, the Raja, with an unvarying determination, de- 
dined to sign. He seemed rather to require that it should be proclaimed that 
injury had been done to him, that others should be punished, and instead (jf 
assenting to a .second acknowledgment of the treaty, he wished rather to show 
that the treaty, with its second article, was a thing he had more than once 
resisted, and was at last forced upon him. 

It is here that, being present at the conferences and at every conversation, 

I desire to record, that nothing could exceed the kindness arid the earnestness 
with which the Honourable the Governor addressed the Raja, to urge him to 
the only means by which his raj could be preserved to him. Every just argu¬ 
ment was used, every explanation given, in the spirit of truth, and a sincere 
anxiety to save him from the loss of his principality; but all was vain. He 
would accede to nothing of the nature of the propositions tendered to him, 
however plainly, though ever witli a remarkable consideration, the conse¬ 
quences of his refusal were placed before him. 

These consequences I should have almost doubted his Highness to have 
understood, had he not, seeing something of this doubt, expressly stated that 
he did understand them, and repeated in substance what had been commu¬ 
nicated. 

It is certain that the most earnest endeavour was made by the Honourable 
the Governor, to warn the Raja of the precipice upon which he‘stood, and to 
bring to his mind the conviction, that the loss of his raj, when conferred on 
his successor, would be a measure that could not be undone. 

But it w'as all without eiiect. He seemed, and seems, to place his .depen-*' 
dence upon something else; in fact, on that agency which, however unde- 
signedly, has worked his ruin: for to my mind it is conclusive, that had it 
uot been for that most mistaken agency, the Raja, with all his faults, would 
have been saved. 

1 abstain from entering into any detail of the occurrences on the visit to 
Sattara, since the Honourable the Governor, in his minute, has so circunJ- 
fc;tanti‘diiy and so clearly narrated those occurrences, and so fully explained 
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bow, having determined on the policy to be pursued; he gave instructions for 
the measures necessary to carry it through. 

To the accuracy aud to the faithfulness with which the several conversa¬ 
tions and events are narrated, I here also record myself as bearing the fullest 
testimony. 

In respect to the policy of placing the Raja’s brother on the throne, defer- 
mined upon by the Honourable the Governor, I admit that my general ^ews 
arc very different. I freely admit, however, that there were circumstances 
here, that this was an occasion on which the sentiments I entertained could 
hardly be adopted. 

There itad been no open hostility, there was no conquest; and though I 
consider forfeiture, as expressly contemplated in the treaty, to-be complete, 
yet it was an instance where I consider it was essential, to shew the country 
that, in the measures it was determined to adopt, we had no view whatever to 
our own advantage; that no one step was taken in view or desire for acqui¬ 
sition. 

The desire, the sincere desire, was to save the Raja. No mode, no word, 
seemed so effectual to this, as to shew, in placing a successor on the throne, as 
well the integrity of our views, as that the measure was final, and therefore 
that he might see, by his fatal determination, the irretrievable ruin he was 
bringing upon himself. 

Upon the question of immediately proclaiming the brother as Raja, if that 
was to be the ultimate policy, I had no doubt. 

The Governor General had declared, that he would support such« decision 
if resolved upon. The Honourable the Governor considered it the policy that 
ought to be pursued: a further reference to his Excellency was therefore 
unnecessary, while the effect of immediate action would be great throughout 
the countrj’. 

The visit of the Honourable the Governor to Sattara was well known : it 
was desirable to^show its result. It was, unhappily, not that result he so 
earnestly desired; but being determined, its effect by delay would have been 
weakened, and the great advantage, as a warning to other states, of showing 
that where so high an authority intervenes aud acts, that he acts with full 
power, would have been lost. 

In the whole measures pursued by the Honourable the Governor on this 
occasion, I have now, therefore, only to record ray perfect concirrrcnce. I 
can conceive no other course that he could have adopted, no other thing 
done, than that which was done. 

The reluctance of the Honourable the Governor to find, as the result be¬ 
came inevitable, that he would have to adopt it, the pain it gave him was most 
manifest, and my perfect impression, whilst even in the room with the Raja, 
was, that if he would allow himself to be saved, that the Honourable the 
Governor would effect it. But the Raja had other advisers, and hence the 
fatal ruin that has fallen upon him. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 

10th September 1839. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated September 1839- 
(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

This report is in all respects highly satisfactory. 

The abolition of the inhuman rite of suttee in the Sattara territory, where it 
has been hitherto so prevalent, will be hailed with satisfaction by every friend 
of humanity. . . 

The measure has, no doubt, been resolved on by the Raja, from the know¬ 
ledge which he possesses of the abhorrence with which this rite is held by the 
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British Government. It is, however, his spontaneous act, and reflects the 
highest credit on him. 

1 trust that the example may soon be followed by other Native chiefs under 
this Presidency. 

'Tlie abolition of transit duties is likewise very satisfactory, and is in accord¬ 
ance with an article of our treaty with the Sattara state. 

I'lic introduction of the Company’s currency is also a satisfactory proof 
of the Raja’s desire to co-operate in the views of the British Government. 

A transfer, regarding transit duties and our currency, sliould be made to 
the Revenue Dej)artment, and such subsidiary measures adopted from thence, 
as to give full and immediate cflect to the Raja’s resolutions. 

The Resident at hattara should be replied to, to the above cflect. 

Copy of this letter should be sent to the Governor General of India and to 
the Secret Committee. 

(Signed) .1. R. C^rnac. 

27th September 1839- 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated I.?/ October 18.39. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1. Colonel Ovans’s despatch and enclosures of the 2Sth ultimo contain 
important information in elucidation of the ex-Raja of Sattara’s proceedings, 
and these,documents .should be forwarded, for the information of the Secret 
Committee, by the steamer which leaves on the 7th instant. 

2. Tlie delicacy observed by the Resident towards the cx-Raja’s ladies is 
highly commendable. 

:i. The first sot of enclosures refers to the oiiginal letters addressed by Dr. 
Milne and other gentlemen to the Raja,—a list of these forms accompa¬ 
niment No. I, and a selection of them No. 2, to the Resident’s desj)atch. 

4. From the extract from Dr. Milne’s letter dated the 27th October 183(5, 
at the very time the Sattara Commission was investigating the charge against 
the ex-Raja of having tampered with our troops, we learn how early that 
gentleman endeavoured to persuade the Raja to trust to the exertions of an 
independent agency in England. He therein proposes, as a suitable agent in 
every respect, Mr. Macdonald, the Editor of the liomhat/ Gazette and Bombay 
Kraminer, and informs the Raja that, “ by tlie terms of the present charter, 
“ the Government cannot ])revent” his agency being resorted to. The extract 
from Dr. Milne’s memorandum of the 2d April 1837 is important, because 
it proves that this gentleman, of his own accord, espoused the ex-Raja’s cause, 
and was not induced to do so at the Raja’s request. 

5. The extract from Dr. Milne’s letter, dated the 4th April 1838, shows 
to what length he proceeded in his interference j for ho therein informs the 
ex-Raja, that two or three additional articles must be added to the treaty. 

(5. The extract from the letter of the I9th August explains the infatuated 
conduct of the .ex-Raja in rejecting the amnesty oflercd to him. It is of 
further importance, because, in proposing another mission to England, and 
requiring funds to support it. Dr. Milne admits, that the funds formerly sent 
“ had all been absorbed in building tlie ship originally intended, in 1837, to 
“ send him ami your Highness’s other people who were to accompany him to 
“ England.” 'I’liis ship is the City of Poona, at present trading under British 
colours. The two receipts of Pollexfen, Milne, and Co., for 24,U()0 and 
1,000 rupees, are also of con.sequeuce. 

7. Colom l Robertson’s letter of the 14th March l-s58 corroborates tl.c 
Goa charge agaiust the ex-Uaja, for it proves that his intercourse'with the 
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SATTAll \ authorities at that place was detected in 185^7 by that officer, though the extent 
PAPERS. to which this intrigue was carried, as proved by Nago Ucorao's papers, and 
Minute other .sources, was of course unknown to himr As I have bcfoic ob- 

ijy tlie Governor, served, this fact proves that this charge could not have been fabricated sub- 
1 Oct. 183J>. sequent to tiie detection of tlie Raja’s attempt to seduce our Sepoys. 

8. Perhaps, however, the most important portion of these documents is 

M.-*s correspondence with the ex-Raja. On this point I beg to quote 

the sixth and seventh paragraphs of the Resident’s letter. 

“ The letters from M.-also prove, how determined the Raja 

“ was to free himself from all control of the authorities in this country. The 

“accompaniment to M.-’s letter of the 4th November 183.8 

“appears to be very important. It is stated to be the ‘Case of his Royal 

‘ Highness the King of Sattara, as related by himself;’ and it is very remark- 
“ able, tliat the same claims and pretensions arc put forward in this document, 
“ and the same grievances complained ofi as in the statements found amongst 
“ the fioa papei.s. 

•' It would appe.ir also by the Mahratta version of the ])assj)oit to M, 

“-that the rank of Colonel of Cavalry, which he had solicited from 

“ the ex-Raja, and by whicii he designates himself, had in le.ility been eon- 
“ ferred on him, and arrangements were certainly made, and yi.OdO rupees 
“ actually sent to Bombay for this mission, the whole expenses of vilnch were 
“ estiniateil at l,21<,(i50 rupees.” 

9. 1 beg particular reference may be made to the papei maiked No. l.t, 
dc.signated “ Case of bis Royal Highness the King of .Salf.ii.i .is lel.Ued In 
“ himself,” because herein we have, from another independent soiuee, a ke}' 
to the ex-Raja’s infatuated proceedings, iiameh, tliat liom tlie tiiM lie was 
dissatisfied, tliat he consulered he had been diqied by bis best fiiend, the Hon. 
Mr. Klpliinstone, and was lienee piodisposcd, from the fiist, to eniei into tlie 
wild and cxtiaiugaiit plots proved against him. 

10 . Enclosure No. .i is a list of Mahratta oiiginal letters liom tlie Raja’s 
agents in Bombay. A considerable portion of this correspotuionee long ago 
fell into the bands of tlic Resident, and has been forwarded to the Sectet Com- 
mittcc. The oiiginal being now in our possession is .sati-^factoiy ; ami it will 
suffice to refer the Secret Committee to our former dc.spatclics on the .subject. 

11 . The only portion of these now translated relates chiefly to f’aptam 
Cogan. From tins it would appear that this officer has accepted the office of 
agent in England to the ex-Raja on a fixed salary. In his letter of the i2d 
September, llungoha reports, that a salary of 1,500 rupees per mensem h.ad 
been offered to him, but that 2,000 rupees appears to be the wish. In tlic 
same Ictler, Capt.iin Cogan is reported to have asked for an advance of twelve 
months’ pay, and to have observed, " the pension which I enjoy will be stopped; 
therefore, undertaking your service, it is requisite to make a repiesciitation 
there distinctly and openly.” 

12 . Of the evils which will result to the Native chiefs of India from the 
interference of irresponsible agents, I have no doubt they have been exem- 
plilied in the instance of the Raja of Sattara; and unless .some means can be 
dciised by the Home Authorities, by which the Native chiefs will be protected, 
similar results may be expected in other cases. It is not necessaiy to dwell, 
in this place, on the degree and extent of mischief which must intei medialely 
occur, by tlie Native princes of India being led to believe, through irrespon.siblc 
European agency, that they can independently resoi t through such means to a 
Superior authority in England. By a passage in one of Dr. Milne’s letters to 
the Raja of Sattara, wc find he tells him that, by the terms of the })icscut 
charter, the (iovernment cannot prevent his agency being resorted to. If such 
an interpretation of the late Cliartcr Act is borne out, its correction in that 
respect appears to be desirable, for the sake of tlie Native princes, as well as 
f'qr the authority of the Government of this country, to which its great 
interests, its peace and prosperity, have immediately been committed. 


l.S. 'J'he 
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13. The Honourable the Secret Committee’s attention should be requested 
to accompaniment No. 8 of Colonel Ovans’s letter, being a detailed statement, 
as far as has yet been traced, of the sums of money squandered by the ex-Raja 
on bis agents, amounting in the aggregate to upwards of three lacs ami sixty- by tlio Govern 
thnee thousand rupees. , lOct.1839 

'14. Their particular attention should also be drawn to the document re¬ 
ferred to in the 13th paragraph of Colonel Ovans’s letter, which corrobo¬ 
rates some of the facts connected with the Goa case. First, the fact of the 
Swamee of Sunkeshwur having visited the ex-Raja at Sattara ; and secondly, 
that of Nago Deorao being the agent employed in the affairs in which the 
Swamee and the ex-llaja were engaged. 1 am not, for the reason assigned by 
the Resident, surprised that no further evidence has been obtained; lor what¬ 
ever may have existed within the ex-Raja’s control has doubtless long ago 
been destroyed. 

1.5. The envelope of the letter to the ex-Raja, forwarded by Colonel Oyans, 
is proof of his having allowed his agents to address him by the imperial title 
of King of the Hindoos, which is, of course, quite unrecognised, and must be 
received as proof of the ex-Raja’s arrogance and ambition. 

lO. Copy of this minute, and of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter, slionld be 
sent to the Governor General of India. 

(Signed) ,J. R. C.timAc, 

J. Farisii, 

1 st October 1839. G. \V. Andekson. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Baled 2d November 1839. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

The person herein alluded to voluntarily came to me at Dapooree, and 
staled, lie was willing to afford information regarding the proceedings of the 
ex-llajii of Sattara. 

2 . 1 did not enter into detail with him, but requested him to proceed to 
Sattara, and state what he had to say before the Resident, cautioning him, at 
the same time, to speak nothing but the truth, though 1 am not aware that he 
has any motive for doing otherwise. 

3. The information he has given in Ins present deposition is of importance, 
because it corroborates what has from the first been suspected, that the ex- 
Raja’s intrigues were not confined simply to this country, but embraced com¬ 
munications with powers beyond India. 

4. I am satisfied, however, that we have not yet discovered the full extent 
of these intrigues. The discoveries recently made at Kurnool may lead to 
further important discoveries, and I will only now remark, that every accession 
of evidence we obtain is of consequence, because it tends to shew that this 
infatuated prince had grounds, though unknown to us, for supposing that he 
was only one of a numerous and powerful confederacy secretly formed 
against us. 

5. Copy of this letter to be sent with the above remarks to the Secret Com¬ 
mittee and Governor General of India. 

(Signed) J. R. Cabnac, 

• J. Fartsb, 

2d November 1839. G. W. Andbksob. 


4N 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 1 Ith November 1831). 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Wiien we hear from the Governor General respecting the late IJaja’s jrt o- 
perty.wc may be able to carry into eflect Mr. Anderson’s sugt’cslion. 


11th November 1833. 


(Signed) J. R. Caiinvc. 


Minute 
the Governor, 
2 Nov, 1839. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated 121 h Novemb.r 1839. 


(Subscribed to by the Lk>ard.'i 

I . Tlie evidence accompanying this report is very important, and (iivtliei 
corroborates the object of the ex-Raja of Sattara, in maintaining intercourse, 
contrary to his treaty with tlie British Government, witli foreign states. 

Q. Tl'hc jterson who lias afforded this information visited me at Dapooiee, 
in company with the Moonshce IVnssee Oolla, and I directed him to commu- 
nicaie what he had to say to the Resident. This he has done, and I.icntc- 
nant-Colonel Ovans has been able to verily his statements by the cudence of 
other persons on tlie spot cognizant of the mission lo Hyderabad. " 

8 . I'lic mission of the cazee, Knramut Oolla Khiin, on befialf ol the cx- 
Raja of Sattara, and Inrnished with funds and an escort by that misguided 
prince, is fully established; and it fuither appears that its object was political, 
and to form acoiineetion between the states inimical to the British Government. 

J. . I have examined the book in which the inlbimant inscribed a copy of 
the letter addressed to the Raja by the cazec (accompaniment No. 2 of the 
Resident s I eport), and have been unable to detect any ajipearancc of fraud 
or deceit. T’hc writing appears to be of old date. 

5. The communication with the Nujooiuee, or astrologer, and tlie ques¬ 
tions put lo him by the cx-Raja, respecting the increase of Ins own doiiiitiions 
and the tlowmfal of English rule, arc stiongly illustrative of the sjiiiil with 
which he has so long been actuated agaiiisl his benefactors. 

f). The same may be observed in regard lo his communications with the 
Sliahzadah of Delhi, who.se visit to this Presidency in 1881-32 is on record, 
and ma) he referred to. It is also known that he proceeded lo Hyderabad. 

7 . i rerpiesl the Secretary in attendance will forward copy of this despatch 
to tin' Resident at Hyderabad, with a request that he will favour Government 
w'ltli any information he may be able lo obtain regarding the cazec, Knramut 
t)oila, and if he sees no objection, cause his family records to be searched, 
for any correspondence which may have jiassed between him and the cx-Tlaja 
of’ Sattara. 

8 . The Resident maybe furthei requested to state, vvliether the invcstiga- 
tinn into the conduct of Mooharik-ootl-Dowlah has elicited any Information, in 
ebicidalioii of the iiKiignes which tlie cx-Itaja is supposed to liavc carried 
on with Ilydciab.id, or as regards intiigues by any chiefs. 

J). C’opy of tbi» letter maj also be .si'iit to the Madras Govcrnmenl, with a 
rei uc'^t that w’e nut) lie informed, wlietber the discoveries recently made .at 
istynocVi liavc, in any waj, tended lo confirm the stalciuenl of the Nelloie 
eiojt'.i'iies, that a roiif’cdeiacy had been formed a<>ailist tlie British Goieni- 
•Vicnl, of wb' fl e ex-ltaja of Sattara was a membet. 

10. Co[)y 
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10 . Copy of this letteri and of our consequent proceedings, should be sent 
to the Governor General of India and to the Secret Committee. 

(Signed) J. Jl. Caknac, 

J. Fakish, 

*12th November 1839. G* W. Andkrson. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 18/// November 1839. 

(Concurred in by Mr. James Farish.) 

Under this opinion, as far as 1 can pretend to judge, I think that we hatl 
better have nothing more to do with the question a.s a matter of prosecution in 
the Supreme (’onrt. 'I'he whole subject has been submitted to the Secret 
('ominittee, and we should peiliaps abide their opinion on it before determining 
on legal stepson the jiart of the Raja of Saltara. Ihit, perhaps Mr. Anderson 
amII l.ivour me M-ith his opinion. 

(Signed) .7. R. CAitNAC. 

18th November 1839. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 20th November 1839. 

(Concurred in by Mr. James Farish.) 

I would, however, propose that inquiry should be made, under what registry 
the ship sails. 

(Signed) .T.R. Cauniii . 

2 ()th November 1839- 


MINUTE BY THE ClOVERNOR, 

Dated 25111 November 1839. 

1 . I now propose, liriefly to record my jnoeeedings during my «econd visit 
to Sattara, made for the purposes stated in my minute of the 10th instant. 

2. 1 arrived at Sattara on the Kith and left it on the 2‘id instant, having 
made my visit as short as po.ssible, in consequence ol lieing anxious to return 
to the IVcsidency. 

3 . The day after my arrival I received and returned complimentary visits 
from llie Raja. On this occasion 1 did not enter on business, but merely 
informed his Highness, that liis succession to tin' Sattara stale had been con¬ 
firmed, and the treaty entered into by luni xatificd by tlio Right Honourable 
the Governor General of India. 

4. Early on the morning of the 18lh instant, tlic Raj.i was conducted in 
stale from his residence near the Residency to liie palace, and seated by injsel( 
on !i throne prepared for the occasion. A jniblie Duiliai was then jielil, at 
winch the whole of the Sattara Jagheerdars, many of the Foona Sirdars, ami a 
numerous assembly of othei persons of minor rank, were present. On tins 
occasion J made presents to the Raja, and deliveicd to him a copy of the 
licaly ratiiied by the Gosernor (Jeiicial of India, wiiii suitable rcm.uks. Ihe 
lii.j.Lv ot tlie Raja’s military J()iec.s was respectable, inoie paiticularly iIk- 
ui illi iv and paitol the cavahy, and altogether I sin "Id think, tliv" nui.st ha\o 

' » cxeoedeit 
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exceeded three thousand men. The Company’s troops were drawn up in line 
near the cantonments, and a royai salute fired on the procession passin^r, which 
was repeated by the Raja’s artillery, his bands playing “ God save the Queen.” 
Every thing passed ofl’ without interruption or accident, and the procession 
was conducted with the greatest order and decorum, and, as far as one can 
judge from outward demonstrations, all seemed well pleased and satisfied with 
the peaceful change which has been effected in this Government. ^ 

5. On the same day the Sattara Jagheerdars, namely, the Punt Prithec- 
/ needhee, the.Raja of Akulkote, the Punt Siicheo, the Nimbalkur, and the son 

of Shaik Meera, vi.sited me at the Residency, and I took the opportunity of 
explaining the nature of the change which has taken place, both in regard to 
the Government and themselves, infofming them that henceforward they were 
placed under the control and protection of the British Government. To this 
/ class our measures must, in general, be exceedingly popular, for under the 

rule of the cx-Raja they were undoubtedly subjected to great oppression. 
After they had retired I was visited by the female representative of the Duffley 
family, one of the most ancient in this country, by the mother of the Nimbal¬ 
kur, and by the adoptive mother of the Punt Sucheo, who is a very interesting 
child, between nine and ten years of age. 

(i. On the 19th a deputation waited on me from the Raja, to invite me to 
an entertainment which his Highness wished to give to myself and the wliole 
^ ■' European society of the station. The invitation was of course accepted. I'he 

4: entertainment was most sumptuous; tiie Raja was himself present with many 

fk of the principal officers of his Government. After dinner a Native Durbar 

j: was held, at which I received presents from tlie Raja, in return for tliose made 

fk to him on the day of his inauguration. The town was illuminated,^and the 

entertainment terminated by a very magnificent display of fireworks outside 
/ the town, where tents had been pitched for our accommodation. 

7. On the 20th I held a public Durbar in tents near the Residency, at which 

v the Raja and his Court and the .Jagheerdars attended. After tliis his Highness 

accompanied me to witness the presentation of new colours to the Sth llegi- 
merit, and appeared much gratified with this intere.stiug spectacle. On tliis 
occasion I gladly availed myself of the opportunity of investing a Native 
? ' officer of this Regiment with the riband of the order of British India, and made 

; an address to the Native officers on the parade, explanatory of the views and 

■4! objects of Government in instituting this order. 

8 . Early on the morning of the 21st I met the Raja by appointment, and 
accompanied him to his adawlut, or Court of .Justice, Park of Artillery', Cavalry 

if Barracks, and to a garden in the neighbourhood of his palace. 1 was much 

gratified with tliis interview. His Highness displayed much intelligence and 
activity, and took great pleasure in explaining to me the system which he 
adopted in the administration of justice, grounded chiefly on the rules in force 
in the time of Captain Grant, our first Resident. In the afternoon the Raja 
/ accompanied me to a review of the troops stationed at Sattara, and in the. 

evening I paid ray farewell visit to his Higliness at the palace. On this occa- 
1' sion the Raja made some general remarks, regarding his having numerous 

sk enemies, and his reliance on the British Government for protection and sup¬ 

port : he likewise e.xpressed his confidence in the Resident, and his determina¬ 
tion to abide by his counsel. 'I gave his Highne.ss assurances, and .explained 
briefly the principles which should regulate his conduct, and expressed my 
conviction that he would strictly act up to his engagements, and rule his 
country with justice and moderation, in which case he might always rely on 
our regard and protection. During this interview, I was taken by the Raja 
to an .apartment of the palace which has often been alluded to during the 
inqu^^s into the ex-Uaja’s intrigues. It is a small octagon room, called the 
“ Budamee Kholec,” or almond-shaped chamber. It is secluded, and .well 
■f suited for the purpose to which it was appropriated by the ex-Rqja. There he 
w'ds accustomed to hold his secret consultations, and there he received at night 
the Native officers of the 23d Regiment-one of the Raja’s attendants pointing 
i out 
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out tlie very door by which they entered. There are four small duors at 
opposite angles, leading to different quarters of the ])alace; and in a recess 
near one of these was found, built up in the wall, upwards offour lacs of 
rijpees. I may conclude this description by stating, that this was the only 
allusion made by the Raja, or any person about him, to the ex-Raja’s proceed- 
ingf, during the whole period of my residence at Sattara, either on this or my 
first visit. 

9. I left Sattara, on my return to the Presidency, on the morning of the 
instant. As far as the present Raja i.s concerned, my vwit has been a 

source of unniingled satisfaction and pleasure. 1 hud opportunities of seeing 
him under all circumstances and at all hours, and I can therefore, from personal 
observation, positively contradict what has been advanced against him in one 
of the public prints, that he is a man of dissipated iiabits, although his appear, 
ance is alone sufiicient to falsify this accusation. As far as I can judge, there 
is much of hopeful promise in the ilaja’s character. He has not, it is true, the 
subtle acuteness and quickness of his misguided brother, but at all his interviews 
with me he displayed considerable intelligence and much benevolence of dispo¬ 
sition. He has signalized the commencement of his reign by the abolition of the 
inhuman practice of suttee, heretofore so prevalent in the Sattara territory, 
and i.s, 1 believe, the first Native prince of India who has performed that act 
of humanity. At considerable pecuniary sacrifice (not less, perhaps, than one 
lac of rupees per annum) he has freed commerce, and contributed to the 
comfort and welfare of his subjects, by following our example in abolisliing 
transit duties ; and it is with unfeigned satisfaction that I now record, that 
bis Highness lias informed me of bis intention, after liquidating some debts to 
the cxtL«t of two lacs and fifty thousand rupees, to appropriate llie remaiiuler 
of the treasure found in deposit at his succession, to works of general iniprove- 
nient and utility, and amongst others he enumerates the following : 

1 st. 'fhe erection and endowment of a hospital and dispensary at 
Sattara, to superintend which, and to difliise medical science and know¬ 
ledge in his territory, he solicits the aid of a duly qualified medical officer 
from tlie British Government. 

‘id. The completion of that part of the road from Sattara to Poona, 
witiiin hi.s territory, remaining unfinished. 

t!d. The erection of Dhurumsalas and Iravellens’ bungalows, where they 
may he required within his territory. 

4th. The construction of desirable bridges over the rivers Yenna and 
Krishna. 

5th. The re-estahlisinnent of Mahratta and English schools at Sattara. 

Gth. The building of a bund over the Yenna river, formerly contcan- 
platcd by the ex-Raja, whereby an extensive tank will ho formed in lii.s 
dominions at Mahablesliwur. 

10 . Previous to my departure from Sattara, 1 made arrangrnients for tiie 
removal of the ex-Raja to Benares as soon as practicable. For jairtienlars, I 
beg to refer my Colleagues to the instructions issued to the Hesiclent, annexed 
to this minute, and to a letter wliich has been aildressed on the subject to the 
Secretary in attendance on the Right Honourably tlie Governor General of 
India. 

11 . It will be observed, that, subject to the confirmation of the Governor 
General of India, I have, under the authority conveyed in Mr. Secretary 
Maddock’.s letter of the 24th ultimo, a.ssigned to the ex-Ilaja and his family 
one lac and twenty thou.sand rupees annually in the proportion specified iu the 
third paragraph of the'instructions to the Resident. By some this sum may 
appear too liberal with reference to the amount of the Sattara revenues; but 

1 deemed it advisable to err, if at all, on the side of generosity. The neces- , 
sary expenses incurred in removing the ex-llaja will likewise be defrayed by 
the Sattara Government. 
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12 . I have nominated Lieutenant Cristall, of the 8 th Regiment Native Infan. 
try, agent to accompany the ex-Raja, and request that a general order may be 
issued, placing him under the orders of the Resident at Sattara for a special duty. 

13. In the letter this day addressed to Mr. Secretary Maddock, the claiihs 
preferred by the ex-Raja, in the Resident’s letter of the 28th September last, 
to the treasure and the other property in deposit on his deposal, are referred 
for the decision of the Governor General of India, with my opinion against 
their validity. 

14. I annex to this minute a memorandum, furnished to me by the Resident, 
containing a rough estimate of the money and jewels now in deposit; from 
which it will be seen, that Rs. 92,950 3 0 have been expended by, and 
jewels of the estimated value nearly of Rs. 200,000 taken away, either 
by the ex-Raja or his ranees. Deducting these, there remains, either actually 
in deposit or recoverable. 

Treasure in deposit ... ... Rupees 6,87,841 4 6 

Ditto recoverable ... ... ... 56,000 0 0 

Jewels and other valuables ... ... 3,68,267 10 3 

15. 1 have caused these proceedings to be at once submitted to the Governor 
General, in order to obviate delay, and to enable his Lordship to issue instruc¬ 
tions for the ex-Raja’s reception at Benares. I beg, liowever, that my 
Colleagues will do me the favour freely to record their sentiments on every 
part oi‘ them. 

16 . I have much pleasure in stating, that I have received the same cordial 
assistance from the Resident, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, during my second 
visit to Sattara, as 1 experienced during-the first. The Resident’s poititioii has 
become much changed by recent events, and his duties are now more fixtensivc, 
arduous, and responsible. Some addition to his establishment is called for, 
and the personal remuneration which he now receives appears to me insuffi¬ 
cient ; but, on this subject, 1 shall shortly submit my opinion in a seitarale 
minute. 

17 . I cannot conclude without recording my conviction, that the measures 
which have been taken to give importance to the accession of the Raja of 
Sattara are calculated to produce the best effect throughout the couni ry, and 
to impress the Raja most favourably towards the British Government. 'I’he 
thousands of people who repaired from a distance to witness the ceremony of 
Ins inauguration appeared by their demeanour to be highly gratified at’^the 
event •, and by the attention shewn to his Highness on such an occasion, it 
will have the eftect, which I anticipated, of giving weight, to his Government, 
and enabling him to perform the duties attached to his station wit!) confidence 
in its stability. 

IS. These proceedings to be submitted to the Setret Committee as early as 
practicable. 

(Signed) J. R. Caiinac. 

Mahableshwur, 

25th November 1839. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated Q8th November 1839. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1 . In mv minute of the 25th instant, I stated, that 1 considered that the 
llesidept’s establishment was insufiicient, and that, with reference to his in¬ 
creased duties and responsibility, he is inadequately remunerated. 

^2. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s present letter anticipates the first of these 
subjects. He merely represents, how|ii|f, the insufficiency of his estaohsli- 
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ment generally ; but, I think, he sfiould be requested to report to what extent 
it ought to be aiignaented. The Secretary in attendance will request him to 
do so. 

*3, The Resident suggests, that the increased expense shall be borne by the 
Jagbeerdars, on the ground that the increased duties devolving on him are 
chiefly occasioned by their being placed entirely under the protection and 
control of the British. Government. 


SATTAR. 

PAPKRS. 

Minurc 
bv the Gbvdri 
28 Nov. 18.1 


4. Some weight is due to this; but still I doubt the expediency of the 
suggestion. Tlte Jagheerdars are certainly likely to be considerable gainers 
by the recent change; but it must be remembered, that we have allowed the 
.liaja to retain undiminished all the rights, claims, and advantages, which the 
former Raja derived from these chiefs. I think, therefore, the Sattara 
Government should provide for the additional establishment which may be 
necessary, or allow tlie expense to be deducted from the amount he receives 
annually from these chiefs. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s opinion should, how- 
ever, be called for on this subject, whett the reference suggested in the second 
paragraph is made. 

5. In regard to the Resident’s allowance.s, he now receives six hundred 
rupees per meusein in addition to his military allowances; which seems, as I 
before have stated, quite inadequate to his present position. 

(). .'Vlthougb the arrangement in regard to the Jagheerdars is the principal 
cause of this increase of duties, the increase will be general ; for, with refer¬ 
ence to the present Raja, the Resident’s position, for some time to come, will 

approximate to what Captain Grant’s was in the time of the former Raja. 

• 

7. I tbgrefore propose, that we should recommend to the Governor General 
of luilia, that an additional allowance of five hundred rupees per mensem 
should be granted to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans; and that, with reference to the 
extent of duties and the eminent ability with which he has performed them, 
this increase be made letio-spective to the date of the treaty with the present 
Raja, namely, tl)C 4th September last. 

8. 1 am however of opinion, that this allowance should be made personal, 
and not general. When the affairs of Sattara are reduced to order, and the 
luimcrous disputes prevailing among the Jagheerdars themselves, and between 
them and the Government, are settled, the Resident’s duties will then become 
less onerous, and his successor may be placed on the old footing. 

!f. It may become a question, whether the increased expense should he home 
by the British or the Sattara Government; but this may be left to the deter¬ 
mination of the Governor General of India. 


liSth November 1839. 


(Signed) J. R. Caknac. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated ZQth November 1839. 

(Conciirred in by the Board.) 

1. From personal observation I can state, that this reform is highly desir¬ 
able. The corps alluded to consists of about 1,100 men; from whom, I 
think, it would be exceedingly difficult to select four hundred efficient nieu 
fit for duty : the remainder consist of aged and worn-out men and boys’. The 
expense incurred is enormous, and the reform proposed will combine both 
efficiency and economy. 

y. I think the aid solicited by the Raja should be extended to him; My 
only doubt is, whether a separate oflicer ought not to be granted ; but, as the 
present ])foposition is more economical, I am willing to accede to it. The 
two Native officers applied for may e granted. 


Minute' I 
by tlie (iovernci 
29 Nov. :83a;; 


O T*. 
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3. For the reasons stated in the last paragraph of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s 
letter, I think the Staff-officer at Sattara should be exempted from the rule 
alluded to. 

4. One benefit which will result from these measures is, that it will enable 
us, on an emergency, to dispense with a considerable portion of our own troops 
ordinarily stationed at Sattara. When this local corps has become elficiffnt, 
the llaja will not require so large a number of our troops for the protection of 
his country. 

5. I am happy to observe, that the Raja proposes to provide otherwise for 
such men as may be tbund unfit for service in the corps on its new footing. 

6. It should be observed to the Resident, that great care and caution should 
be observed at first in endeavouring to make this corps efficient. The men 
.should be kindly treated, and not too much iinrassed by drill, but giadually 
brought into a reasonable degree of discipline. 

7. Copy of this letter should be sent to the Governor General and to the 
Secret Committee. 

(Signed) .1. R. Caiinac. 

29th November 1839. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

Dated 29th Noxremher 1839- 

t 

For the present, I would not advise proceedings to be taken in the <Supreme 
Court, for tiie possession of the vessel on the part of the i)rcsent Raja. 

But I think it would be advisable, for the interests of the jjrcscnt Raja, ami 
to prevent pcriiaps difficult .questions of law, to formally »ieclare all property 
the late Raja possessed at the time of his dethronement to be the property of 
the present llaja j and then, out of it, to make such an approj)riation to the 
late Uaja, as may either have been promised, or that it may be found just to 
give him. This done, it would then be easy to determine the course to be 
pursued in I'cgard to the vessel, the subject of the present discussion. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 

29th November 1839- 


MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 

Dated 3d December 1839- 

I have only to record my concurrence in the measures adopted at the instal¬ 
lation of the llaja, and for the removal of the ex-Raja tp Benares, as well as 
on the several measures since proposed to be adopted. 

(Signed) J. Farisii. 

.‘3d December 1839- 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

Dated 41/i December 1839. 

I entirely concur in the measures taken by the Honourable the Governor, 
on his Visit to Sattara for the purpose of the installation of the Raja. Every 
• step seems to have been most appropriate; and, I do not doubt, the most be¬ 
neficial effects will result from the part taken bv the Honourable the Governor 
on the occasion. 

In 
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In respect to the property which was found in the Palaces and the State on 
the dethronement, 1 have, in another minute, expressed an opinion, that such 
property should bo at once declared to be the property of the new llaja, from 
w^icl) such appropriation sliould be made to the ex-Ilaja as may cither have 
bpen promised or may seem just. 

k would seem from the Acting Advocate-GeneraPs letter, that we have the 
power to make tliis declaration ; and I believe that, by making it, many per¬ 
plexing questions will be saved. 

(Signed) G. W. Anoeuson. 

l<th December 1839. 


SATTAR/ 
1* APE Its 

Minute by M 
tr. W. Ander.' 
4. Dec. 18.39 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Dated <2Qth April 1837- 

I have detained the papers connected with the alleged delinquencies of the 
Raja of Sattara for a longer period than 1 had intended, from the daily 
expectation of such further information as might enable us to form a better 
opinion than we can at present of the measures which may best be adopted. 

The proceedings of the Commission have left no doubt in my mind of the 
guilt of the Raja, to the extefit, at least, of countenancing an attempt to 
seduce from their allegiance two Native officers of tlie British army. The 
evidence is clear, as well directly from the officers themselves, as by the 
confirmation of many collateral circumstances; and it is in no tlcgi ee weakened 
by the defence which the Raja has himself set up. At the same time, tlio pvidence 
before the Commission would lead to the belief that the plot (^if matured and 
regularly concerted plot there were) was confined to the narrowest limits, and 
that the Raja, in weakness or in folly (almost, as is insinuated in some of 
these papers, in in.sauity), lent himself to visions, and to schemes of ambition 
and disturbance, with no clear or definite meaning and intention. 

But he is no less guilty; and hostility to the British power, to whom he is 
indebted for every thing he has, is monstrous and unpardonable. Sir Robert 
Grant appears to mo to lay it down more broadly than 1 should admit, that, 
from fear of imputations on the purity of our motives, we are, in cases such as 
these, to abstain from the plain course of resuming to ourselves territories 
and power, which those who have been by us entrusted with them are 
endeavouring to use to our destruction ; and 1 see no reason why such treason 
should not recoil upon those who contrive it, and be made, at the same time, 
a source of additional strength to ourselves. 

My impression upon reading the first papers was, that the reigning Raja 
being guilty, and every presumption existing that the remainder of his family 
and the great majority of his Court were innocent and unconscious of his 
evil doing.s, the best and more moderate course would be, to set the present 
Raja aside, and put his brother, or other best qualified member of his iamily, 
in his stead j taking, however, the opportunity of reducing the amount of 
military force which should be maintained by any Raja, and providing for the 
support of a body of horse, under British officers, from the revenues of the 
Sattara State. But the later papers have tended very much to shake the 
confidence which I was disposed to have in the innocence of Appa Sahib, 
the brother of the Raja, and of others who have exercised influence in the 
Government of that state. In the petition of the mother of Govind Row, there 
is an air of earnestness and of truth which, at least, would justify further 
investigation; and if the whole of the Raja’s family should be seriously and 
directly implicated in acts of treason, 1 should not hesitate to recommend that 
they be at once set aside, and that the territory be annexed to the British 
empire. 

The case, however, is not yet ripe for decision; and 1 should not have 
• ventured to write upon it at present, if it were not that the Right Honourable 
the Governor seems to doubt upon the course which he should pursue, 
pending the receipt of instructions fronmhe Supreme Government. 


If 
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If the Council, therefore, should concur with me in the general views SATTAB*’ 
which I have taken of this case, 1 think that they should be communicated to 
the Government of Bombay, with instructions, that such investigations be MinutebyI 
pursued or instituted, as may confirm or expose the allegations contained in Governor Gen¬ 
tile petition of the mother of'Govind Row. 1 think, too, that the Government 29 April 18-; 
of',Bombay should be required to put us in possession of the details of the 
disputes which have existed between the Raja and his Jagheerdars, and of the 
complaints wliich he made thereupon, and that the prisoners must, for the 
present, be detained in confinement as state prisoners. 

(Signed) Adcklani). 

^20 April 1837. 


I concur. 

(Signed) A. Ross. 

I entirely concur in the measure now proposed to be taken. 

(Signed) W. Mouison, 

II. Shakespear. (.vce separate note.) 


MINUTE BY MR. H. SHAKESPEAR, Mitmteby ; 

* Mr. ll.Siiiikcsf- 

Dated 11/A Map 1837- 

On the Sattara Conspiracy 

I cannot agree with the Bombay Government, that it is expedient to adopt 
a midille course in this case. 

If the Raja is guilty, he is guilty of an offence with wiiich there should be 
no compromise. The Bombay Government convict the Raja of attempting to 
corrupt the fidelity of our troops, and of plotting the subversion of our rule 
(to say nothing of an item in the plot, according to the Brahmin’s account, that 
tiie liuropean troops were to be got rid of by bribing the bakers to poison 
their bread :, and yet propose to leave him in the possession of [lower to renew 
these attempts, whenever his plans may be better organized than they were 
on the late occasion. 

For my part, I am not satisfied w'ith the evidence against the Raja, and 
would therefore acquit him altogether, instead of adopting the half-measure 
whicli, in my humble judgment, even supposing him to be guilty, is neither 
reconcilable with public justice nor with sound [lolicy. It is, no doubt, 
difficult to divest the aflair of all suspicion : but when we reflect on the utter 
want of basis (as far as we yet know) on which the plot could have been 
founded, the improbable manner in which the Brahmin (Untajee) commenced 
his seduction of the Soobadars, the total uuworthiness of his evidence, the 
discrepancies between the stories first told by the Soobadars and their 
subsequent depositions before the Commissioners, and the absurd terms in 
which the Raja is said to have announced to the Soobadars the signs of 
coming events, I confess I look in vain for any thing tangible or solid, in the 
shape of proof, for my mind to rest upon. 

I do not understand on what principle the Commissioners, as stated in the 
ninth paragraph of their report, abstained from cross-questioning the Native 
officers, as to the discrepancies in their original depositions compared with 
those given before them. In all judicial inquiries much weight is ju$tly*attach&d 
to such comparisons, it being supposed that a witness is more likely to speak 
correctly when first examined, while particulars are fresh in his memory, than 
after the lapse of time. The Commissioners say: “ A process of this kind 
“ would undoubtedly detect various discrepancies, omissions, and additions, 

“on the part of the witnesses; but only such as, we think, might be jex-*' 

“ pected from persons narrating events occupying a period of nearly three 
“ months, and consequently not, in ciur opinion, affecting the general merits 



332 


MINUTES OF THU 


‘SATTAllA “ of the case.” The Commissioners go on to observe, that their confidence in 

I p APl'-^R S. |.j,g evidence of the Native officers was corroborated by one of them having kept 

f Minute by a journal. On a reference, however, to that journal, it will also be found not 

if.H.Shakespear, to agree in some particulars with their depositions. , 

II May 1837. I sjjaU content myself by supplying, on one or two (as they appear to me) 

) material points, the omission of the Commissioners, in support of the opinion 

* I have proved, that the evidence of the Soobadars is not entitled to credit. 

I cannot, however, omit to notice, in the first place, the extreme improba- 
I bility of their stoiy, as to the commencement of their intercourse with the 

s Brahmin. We learn from Capt. Liddell’s evidence, that the Brahmin was in 

the habit of frequenting the camp and liis premises two years before. Is it 
i likely that, under such circumstances, the Brahmin siioiild be an utter stranger 

to the .Soobadars or the .Soobadars to him ? Is it not incredible, that without 
, the slightest previous communication, without sounding his man or feeling his 

way at all, a perfect stranger should propose to another perfect stranger to join 
in a conspiracy, and by repeated acts, susceptible of proofi to place his life at 
the mercy of the former .!* This remark applies equally to all three Native 
officers who were invited, without the slightest ceremony or proposition, to 
take a share in the Brahmin’s most treasonable proposals. 

Then, as to discrepancies, it is deserving of notice, that in their first deposi¬ 
tions, the Native officers made no mention of a servant having given them 
pawn on their first visit to the Dewan; nor is the seVvant alluded to in the 
Soobadar Goolzar Missur’s journal. 

In detailing their visit to the Raja, the Soobadars, in their first examination, 
said he was alone (and so it is also entered in the Soobadars’ journal) ; in tlicir 
subsequent depositions, that there was a woman in the room. Shoogolam says, 
the DewatJ asked who she was: the Raja said she was an old woman, and 
ordered her to go away. Goolzar Missur says, she ran aWay on their entering 
the apartment. 

In regard to the Dewan’s servant (who gave evidence), the omission of so 
material a circumstance as his being a witness to their first interview with the 
Dewan cannot fail to excite, in the mind of any one accostoiiied to sift Native 
evidence, a suspicion that he has been brought forward to fill up a link in the 
chain of swearing against the Dewan, which, without bis evidence, might have 
been insufficient. 

I suspect the old woman was introduced upon the stage for the same pur¬ 
pose. Had opportunity been given, there would have been no difficulty in 
getting an old woman to swear that she saw the Soobadars enter the Raja’s 
apartment, and then vanished; which would have been just enough, in a poli¬ 
tical inquiry, to amount to corroborative evidence. 

A good deal of stress is laid by the Commissioners on the Soobadars stating 
that the Raja was said to be desponding on account of a letter received from 
Captain Hand ; that rumours were afloat of a disturbance at Sattara, the fact 
of Captain Hand having written so to an officer of the palace having been ascer¬ 
tained. But it is to be observed, that the Soobadars learned this from the 
Brahmin, of whose intimacy with persons of the palace there seems up rcason- 
to doubt; and, if my suspicions are well-founded, that this intrigue has been got 
up by the Brahmin and the Soobadars, the information given by the former to 
the latter amounts to nothing at all. 

If it is asked, why 1 suppose such an intrigue possible ? 1 answer, that it ap¬ 
pears from Colonel Lodwick's letter, paragraph seven, of the 13tli August 1836, 
that attempts had been made some months before to prejudice the Resident 
against the Raja, but that, notwithstanding his informant* was highly respec¬ 
table, he attached no importance to the inibrmation. He did not even think 
it deserving of report to his Governmeilt, though it was apparently almost as 
susceptible of proof as this story of the Brahmin. 

From this I infer, that there are not wanting persons about the palace ini¬ 
mical to the Raja, who would rejoice at his degradation, and who would not 

hesitate 

* At page 70 of the CommiRaioners* report, we find this informant to be an intimate acquaintance _ 
of the Raja's brother, Appa Sahib, who is on bad terms with the Raja. ' 
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hesitate to effect it at any cost. It is with great reluctance that 1 have brought 
myself to the persuasion, that the Soobadars are parties to such a conspiracy. 
I would fain have thought that they might have been imposed upon by the 
Brahmin, and that he might have passed off some persons as ihc Dewan and 
Kaja upon tlicni; but they have identified the Dewan, and 1 believe him us 
Iktle culpable as the Raja. 

Having gone through all the papers, I have been induced to record my 
ojrinion upon them while fresh in my memory. Should the further iiupiirif's 
suggested by the Governor General lead to the production of less e\ceptioiialile 
eviitence of the Raja’s guilt, my opinion will of course be open to revision; 
but, as far as the "videucc now goes, I am bound to say, I deem it wholly 
insufiicient for the conviction and punishment either of the Haja or tlie 
Dewan. 

I concur with the Governor General, that instructions should be sent, not 
only to inquire into the allegations contained in the petition siid to have been 
forw.arded to Bombay by the Dew'an’s mother, but abo to aseeilain, in the Hist 
place, whether such a petition was really sent by her. It is dal<'d tlie Mtli 
December ISyb, and was received ott the (ith March last. Mr. Secretary 
Wathcii, in a marginal note, says, it came by the I’oona post, and “it .qipears 
“ as if the pcisoii sending it had been ohligctl to wait a l.ivoiirablu oppoitiinily 
“ I'or sending it without observation.” 

The Bombay Governineut seem to entertain no doubt whatever that the 
petition is a genuine document; yet, really, when we consider that it is nothing 
less than a mother’s evidence to the guilt of her sou, some little hesitation may 
be allowed to lecciving it witliout]iroof of its authenticity. 

(Signed 1 11, Siivki sit.au. 

iHh ^lay 1837- 

MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

Doled QOlh May 1 S'iy. 

Mr. Shakespear’s examination of the evidence t.nkon before the Cominissioneis 
at Satt.T-'* has not altcrcil my opiiiinii, or convinced me that any doubt should 
be cut' .allied of tlie guilt of the Raja; at least, to the extent stated in iny 
former minute. He lias, indeed, pointed out eertaiu contradictions in tlie 
evidence taken ; and 1 might |K'rh.aps wish, with him, that in some instances 
eross-cxaniination had been carried further, and that the investigation li.id 
been more complete; hut 1 am afraid that we shall in vain have to seek, in 
any coin|ilieated inquiry, a total ahsenee of coiitr.ailiction in a long ch.iiii of 
native evidence, and 1 should always witli extreme unwillingness adojit a con¬ 
clusion dr^wn from the ]>ciiisal of a written report, in rejection of one to 
which uu nonest and well-constituted tiihitnai has been led upon xw/ai voce 
examination of icilne.sse.i. In the present instance, the Cominissioneis consisted 
o'’ofiicjL'is of high ch.iracier and experience, the itiqiiii v was patientlv, laho- 
!•; Hisly, and disjiassionately condiitietl, and the. verdict has been coiitidentlv 
g veil. Blit a clue to a new ciicumstance as bearing upon fins case lias been 
li nnd, and it i.s desirable that the inquiry be resumed, rn the hope that li.-hi 
niay be thrown upon whatever is jet obscure jii regaid to it. 'J’o tins extern 
I agioe with Mr. .Shakespear ; ami in revising the diaft o( letter to the Goverii- 
monl of Boiiihay, I have endeavoured to sha|)(‘ it so that it may moot his 
views, as well as those of the other members of the C’ounril. 

(Signed) Alcklam). 

•JOth May 1837^ 


SATTAA 

PAPER*' 

itlinufe bi 
r.II. Stiukosf 
it -May 183 


Miiiult! by ti> 
><m nior Oont 
20 May 1837 


Mr. 8Ii<il.cspi.nr’,. .‘'hiiuU' iiium tlii' .SatUii.i eLCi'piracy. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVEIINOU GENERAL, 
Dated ‘23(1 December 1808. 


Minute by tlu 

avcrnoi tjcnerul, 1. 1 have Carefully considoreti the voluminous papers*' which have now bcCn 
83 Dec. 18.{8. submitted in tltis ease, and proceed, in conformity with the intimation in 'the 
recent despatch of the Honourable Court, to state my opinion on tlic whole 
subject. In lioin^ this, I am glad to lind myself relieved from the necessity 
of entering at any lengthen the details of the several charges against the Raja, 
by the Hear and able summaries of the evidence upon each charge, which are 
contained in the minutes of the late Right Honourable the Governor of Bom¬ 
bay, and the other members of that Government. 


‘2. 1 may premise but a few words on the feeling of the Bombay Govi'rn- 
inent, that there has been inconsistency, on the part of the Supreme CJovern- 
meiit, in its \iews of the manner in which the case against the Raja generally 
should be treated. Perhaps such an imputation might be urged with some 
apparent truth, although, in fact, the views of the Governor Gener.il in Coun¬ 
cil wcic only varied as the case gradually assumed a new complexion. I may 
reler to the minutes recorded by me in April and Octobei ISS 7 , as jiroving 
that the further impiiries, which were authori/cd about the llirmcr of these 
periods, were intended chiefly to ascertain what members of the royal family 
wi*re im|>licatcd with him in the offence of tampering with the Sepoys, and 
that a marked distinction was taken between investigations bearing diiectly on 
that one original charge, and those subsequently instituted, in so many diflereni 
quarters, on other collateral topics. When these new investigations were pio- 
posed to be extended from the neighbourhood of Saftaia itself fo niiun-rous 
and distant Native states; when, on the supposition of couccah'd plots, lequi- 
silious for evidence, marking a general suspicion and mistrust, were sentjo all 
paits ol India, as the alarm spread of vague accusation, and acts of evtr.mi di¬ 
nars iigoiir were lesorted to foi the jmrposc of obtaining evidence, the pio- 
ceedings could scarcely be looked upon without appiehension, and the .Supreme 
Gosernment felt itself bound to cheek their progiess. It has been a satisfac¬ 
tion to me to learn, that the instinotions which were issued in this spiiit have 
now been sanctioned by the high authority of the Honourable ('ourt. 


3. The grave rnconvenicnccs of a course of anxious and iniiiute scrutiny 
into the possible plots and intrigues of the Native stales are indeed very 
obvious. The futility of the schemes themselves, and the diversion of tune 
anil attention, in the search after them, from the better objects of Government, 
aie points that need not bo insisted on. Nor can it be necessary fo dwell on 
the unworthy labour of following out the petty and intricate ramifications of 
such intrigues, or on the questionable expedients which must be employed, in 
the ellbit to expose the true meaning and intention of ]noceedmgs covered 
witli mysteiy and obscurity. 1 would more strongly fix attention on the 
effect winch seems to be justly dreaded from investigations of this kind, by the 
Honourable C'oiirt, of injuring the character of our Government for motlera- 
tioii, security, and strength. In this instance of the Sattara investigations, as 
observed by me in a former minute, “ in an affair of no real importance' fo our 
“jiovver, the idea of mistrust and insecurity, on the part of tlic British Govern- 
“ ment, nia} have been spread fioiii Rajpootaria to Madras and Malabar.” And 
after all these evils and risks shall have been incurred, and the investigations 
are at length brought to a close, when all is probed, and delected, and laid 
bare, the serious practical difficulty remains, by which we must in this case, 
though perhaps, trom incidental circumstances, in a less degree than on other 
occasions, he embarrassed. It being known that the secret has been discovered, 
it may be impolitic not to take notice of that, from which, lia.i vve continued 
111 real or atlected ignorance of it, we should have sustained no harm. Yet, by 
what process, and with what impression upon the public mind, is the guilty 

state 

i 

' Ui-port of the final inquiries on tlic proCLtdings of llio Raja of .Sattara. 
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state to be tried, condemned, and punished ? When a great Government, like 
that of the British in India, directs its vengeance, however justly, against a 
helpless dependent neighbour, and when it cannot avoid the appearance of 
being prosecutor and judge in its own cause, we must not be surprised if its 
motives and actions arc widely misconstrued. And how can a suspected 
psince be fairly tried in his own dominions if left in the possession of sovereign 
povfcr? Yet, can he be brought to trial, without at least the plausible impu¬ 
tation of prejudice and injustice, after the open ignominy of a deposition, 
however avowedly provisional and temporary ? 

4<. AH these arc points which ought to be seriously thought of, before any 
of our Indian Governments commits itself in measures of inquiry regarding a 
supposed treasonable conduct on the part of the Native j)rinces connected 
with it- In the present case, however, tiie difficulties to which I alluded, in 
whatever degree they may exist in it, must, I apprehend, in some manner or 
other be encountered; for 1 am well satisfied, that the inquiry has been car¬ 
ried through to results, which it would not be wise or fitting that we should 
treat otherwise than as demanding a firm strictness and vigour of procedure. 

5. In my minute of the 27th April 1837, I observed, “ The proceedings of 
• “ the Commission have left no doubt in my mind of the guilt of the Raja, to 
“ the extent, at least, of countenancing an attempt to seduce from their alle- 
“ giance two Native officers of the British army and it was added in another 
part, of the same paper, “ I see no reason why such treason should not recoil 
“ upon those who contrived it, and be made, at the same time, a source of 
“ additional strength to ourselves.” It is now also my painful duty to state, 
that I am couqielled to concur in the unanimous opinion of the Government of 
Botnbay* that the two other principal charges preferred against the Raja, aii<l 
esjieciallj* the first of them, appear, from the evidence obtained by the acting 
Resident atSattara, to be fully established, namely—. 

*lst. llis treasonous intercourse with the authorities at Goa. 

2d. llis treasonous intercourse with the ex-Raja of Nagporc. 

(i. However wild and nearly incredible the intrigues alleged in these two 
cases seem to be, the proof of their existence appears to be no less clear and 
irrefragable. That tlie Portuguese of Goa should wrest India from the British 
power ; that Appa Sahib, living almost destitute and in restraint, should raise 
twenty lacs to enable the Portuguese to restore him to the throne of Nagpore ; 
that Portugal, France, and Austria, are to contribute their battalions to the 
suj)port of Sattara—all these things may look rather like the dream of delirium 
than the overt machinations of treason. Yet that the ignorant ambition and 
malignity of the Raja have been duped by insane speculations and deceitful 
promises of this character, there remain^, 1 fear, little room to doubt. 

7. It i-s shewn, likewise, that the Raja, so far from having a just sense of the 
favours which have been heaped upon him by the British Government, is bit¬ 
terly discontented with his position, that he claims the original greatness of the 
house of his ancestor Sevajec, that lie or his confidants and nearest jiartizans 
complain of faith having been broken with them, and that they have even the 
.shameful ingratitude of accusing bis early and steady benefactor, Mr. Elphin- 
stonei of deception and falsehood. 

8. It is principally by these two circumstance.s, of the high ofience of tam¬ 
pering with our Native troops, and the insatiable and reckless ambition by 
which he appears to be guided, which would render any middle or amicable 
course of proceeding with him probably quite fruitless, that 1 think that the 
nlode of dealing with this case is rendered more direct and plain. We are 
called upon, I feel, by very strong considerations of jiropricty and expediency, 
to bring tne guilt of the Raja to the test of a final proof j by the best and most 
just process which can be devised j and then, if he should have been unable to 
exculpate himself, to remove him from a throne ,of which he w'ill have shewn _ 
himself to be eminently undeserving. 
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9. The extent to which’ we are committed, by guarantees of protection to 
individuals wlio have given information against the Raja, merits attention, 
though but in a minor degree, as an argument for not seeking to leave him in 

, the possession of an authority, which it would too probably be his object to 
employ for their ruin, on every opening that might present itself to him. . 

10. I would by no means subscribe to the opinion which would appear'to 

be supported in some of the minutes of the members of the Bombay Gotern- 
ment, that magnanimity in pardoning an oflcncc of a weak ally is not, in diil 
ferent cases which may be readily contemplated, to be at all viewed as a suit¬ 
able and expedient policy. Here, however, Avhere there are several ilistinct 
acts of offence, one of them of the gravest nature, and all springing from a 
deep-rooted spirit of resistance and aversion to the British supremacy, the con¬ 
clusion is, as 1 have avowed, forced upon me, that measures of leniency and 
conciliation would be perfectly inapplicable. * 

11. It is not necessary to establish it as a fixed rule, “that the British Go- 
“ vernment cannot depose any prince not taken jlagrantc hello, except through 
“ the medium of a formal trial.”* But in this instance, if the Raja should 
eventually demand to be confronted with the witnesses against him and to be 
placed on his trial, or even if he should not himself make that demand, but the 
written explanation or defence, which I would propose in <hc first instance to' 
require from him, should seem, as it very jtossibly may, to leave a necessity for 
some further proceeding, there may perhaps be no alternative to such a mode 
of final examination ami disposal of the case, however cumbrous, dilatory, and 
inconvenient it must be felt to be. Commissioners of high rank and character 
from the other Presidencies, if necessary, might be assembled for the purpose. 
Detailed orders would in such a case, if we are forced to the measure, be 
necessary on the precise mode of trial, and all the other circumstances attend¬ 
ing the procedure, to which allusion is made in the letters from Bombay. But 
it would be premature to enter at all upon those points at present. 

12. As the first step, I would, as suggested by Sir Robert Grant, request that 
.the Raja should be furnished with a written statement, embodying a full and 
clear detail of the facts connected with the several charges, and of the names 
(with any reservations which may be absolutely lequired for the safety of the 
party) of the witnesses by whom they are proved, with a notice of the circum¬ 
stances under which the evidence was obtained, and call for from him, within 
a certain reasonable time to be fixed, a similar written statement of whatever 
he may desire to urge in his own behalf. The Acting Resident will, of course, 
take care, by every means in his power, to see that his guarantees to witnesses 
are, in letter and spirit, lidly maintained. 

13. I should think .the above measure, as a preliminary one, preferable to 
the course of giving to the Raja a memorandum of each distin.ct portion of 
oral or written evidence against him, the result (jf which might be much con¬ 
fused, and unnecessary prolixity in the reply. When that reply shall have 
reached me, I would judge from the tenor of it, whether itwoulil be advisable 
to go on at once to any further jrroceeding, or to await a further communi- 
cation (iom the Honourable C^ourt; to whom, of course, as well as to the 
Supreme Government in India, the reply would be immediately commu¬ 
nicated. 

’ Sin :’!d the Raja be found finally guilty', I would not (to use the expre.ssion 
of my former ininute.s) “abstain from the plain course of resuming to ourselves 
“ territories and power, which those who liave been by us intrusted with them 
“ arc endeavouring to use to our destruction.” There is, in this case, no one 
to whoiw the sovereignty could be tranferred, excepting Appa Sahib, the Rajahs 
brother, and there is nothing in his character or claims to entitle him to the 
immense and gratuitous advantage. On this point, however, I would solicit 
ihe special and earliest instructions of the Honourable Court, who will now 
have all tlie arguments on this part of the case before them, (dopics of all the 
. proceedings 

* iSce paragraph 54, iiiiiiutc of Sir U. Grant of May 31, 1838. 
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proceedings and minutes at Bombay have been alreacl)' communicated fo the 
Honourable Court; and I have to request, that a copy of this minute, and of 
the instructions whicli may be founded upon it, may also be transmitted by 
the next steam despatch. 

1.5. I think it right to request from the Governor in Council at Hombav, 
a brief separate report ol’ all that is established respecting the connections of 
Dr. Milne with this affair, in wind), as an old servant and pensioner of the 
Government, he appears to have taken a very improper part, with their opinion, 
as to the notice which his conduct may deserve. 

I(i. I cordially concur in the applause which has been bcstow'cd by' the Go¬ 
vernor in CouncU on the ability and industry' with which Licttlcnant-Colonel 
(Ivans iias discharged the duty impoised tipoti him, as Acting Jlesident at Sat- 
tara, in the jirosecution and report of these investigations. . 

(Signed) Auckland. 

.Simla, Dec. 23,1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOll GENEllAT., 

Dated 9Qth December 1838. 

1. I have attentively considered the new reference made to me upon the 
Sattara case, and feel very great difficulty in deciding upon it. 

2. Xlie reasons urged by the Resilient, and concnrri'd in by the_Governor 
in Counc il, are sufficient to satisfy me, that it would not be right to perscv’cre 
in the course wliich I had previously' recommended, and to present to the 
R.aja*!i written statement of the charges and the proofs against him, calling 
upon him for an answer. It is anticipated by the Resident, that this course 
would lay the Government open to such proceedings on the part of the Raja 
and Itis advisers, as could only lead to fresh embarnassments, atid would, at 
the same time, expose every' witness whose evidence has been given to cruel 
persecution. 

3. Till* course which has been next recommended as open to the Govern¬ 
ment is, the suspension of the Raja from his functions of sovereignly, and the 
appointment of a commission to sit in judgment upon him. The susjiension 
of a person so placed as is the Raja of .Sattara, against whom a strong primd 
facie case has been established, and whose conduct ajipears from every report 
to be unscrupulously vindictive, seems, in the event of a new trial to be de¬ 
cided upon, to be essential to the protection of witnesses, and to the lairncss 
of proceeding on the part of the accusation. Yet the measnie would wear a 
harsh appearance, and be argued as a jiredetermination to convict. Notwifh- 
stamiing, however, the.se objections,*it appears to be essemtial, as a preliminary 
to any proceeding bearing the character of a final trial. 

4. 'The tribunal for trial might, pcrlmps, be best conslituted, by the ajipoint- 
ment of three of the most impartial and exjierienced members ol the scrvice.s, 
whom it would jirobably be expedient to take from Madras and Bengal. But 
1 confess that, looking to the manifold inconveniences ol such a mode of 
trial, to the measures of importance and to the subjects of interest and excite¬ 
ment by which'tho Government is already occiqiied, and especially, to the pos¬ 
sibility that no part of this course w'onhl be approved by' the Honourable 
Court, I cannot bring my'self to recommend its immediate adoption.. 

5. There is inconvenience, no doubt, in the postponement of a decisive mea¬ 
sure ; but this inconvenience would be as nothing, compared w'ith that of the 
announcement of a measure such as has been proposeil, with any hazard be¬ 
fore us of its being ultimately interrupted and rejected. 

6. I am the more impressed with this feeling, as, while I am my'sclf satisfied 
of the treachery and extravagant machinations of the Raja, I can conceive 


SATTAF 

PAPER; 

Minute by 
Governor Ge 
23 Dec. 1£ 


Minute by t 
Governor Ger 
29 Dec. 182 



MIMjTES of thf 


! SATTAUA 
i PAPERS. 

> Minute by the 
governor (icneral 
29 Dec. 1839. 


tiinute by .Mr. 

. C. Robertson, 
» March 1839. 




sue of evidence; or that an excuse may be found for the acts of the Raja in 
their folly and wildness ; or that the scandal, excitement, and hazard of failure, 
with which the measure proposed would be attended, might lead to its rcje.c- 
, tion, in tavour of some mitigated proceeding of reproof) and warning, and 
security. The general view taken by the Court, in the first instance, of ^this 
case, was (as cx))ressed in a despatch received from them some few months 
back) decidedly unfavourable to a protracted investigation of it. The impres- 
, sion made <ra them by the voluminous evidence since collected has not been 
communicated, nor have I yet received an intimation, which I would now 
especially request, of the opinion formed on it by the Honourable the President 
in Council. 'I'he entire evidence was sent home with dcspatclies from the 
Bombay Government, which were probably forwarded in September last. My 
conclusions on that evidence, and my suggestions on tb.e mode of disposing of 
tlib ca.se, were conveyed to the Court in a despatch of the l.st October, and 
the j)resent re|)orts of the Resident, and minutes of the members of the Bom¬ 
bay Government, were transmitted from that Presidency by the mail of Dc- 
cend)er. Under these circumstances the Home Authorities will have had the 
whole subject f ully placed before them ; and while the statement of their sen¬ 
timents on it may be expected at no remote date, I am satisfied, reluctant as J am 
to leave 1 he Bombay Geverjiment subject to the inconvenience of petty intrigues, 
that it will be on every account prudent and fitting, to refrain from a jtroceed- 
ing which might be censured a.s premature and unsatisfactory, ami from which 
a retreat could scarcely be otherwise titan very discreditable and embarrassing. 


7 . 1 would therefore submit these observations, by the steam-packet now 
under preparation, for the immediate orders of the Honourable Court,,.re(|He.st- 
ing their attention to the opinions which 1 have indicated, and .soliciting 
such instructions as it may be deemed expedient to communicate, for the 
guidance of the Local Government, on the points to w hich they relate, as well 
as on all others connected tvith the mode of trial—if a final trial should be 
judged proper—and with the policy to be observed in the event of the Raja 
being found guilty. The Court may, if they deem it fit, forward their instruc¬ 
tions direct, so as to .save lime, to the Governor in Council at Bombay, in 
whose anxiety for a complete and early settlement of the rpiestiou thejy' will, 
no doubt, fully participate. 


8 A copy of this minute will also be forwarded without delay to his Honour 
in Council at Bombay, and to Calcutta for the consideration of the Honourable 
the President in Council. 


Camp at Lahore, 
Q9th December 1838. 


(Signed) Auckland. 


MINUTE BY MR. T.*C. ROBERTSON, 

Dated %th March 1839. 

It would be superfluous to attempt to add anything to the ma.sterly analysis 
of the evidence collcctei! in this extraordinary case, contained in the various 
minutes of the late lamented Governor of Bombay, especially that of the 5th 
May 1838. 

It has occurred to me, however, after perusing the voluminous records before 
us, that I may lighten the labour of my Colleagues, by merely bringing the 
leading particulars of the transaction into one continuous narrative. 

The most prominent actor throughout this long and zealously-maintained 
intrigue was a Mahratta, named Firthswaroop Rajeshree Nagoba Nana Waecd, 
who is designated in the evidence by the two last of this string of names, being 
called generally Nana Waeed, or, more briefly, Nana. He is also called Nago 
Deorao in the Bombay minutes. 

He was the son of the court physician at Poona,* and his father seems to 

have 
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have stood well in the ex-?eishwa’s favour. On the fall of that potentate, 
Nana Waeed became a soldier of fortune, and .served for some time in one of 
opr corps of Irregular Horse at Poona.* He accompanieil, either as an inde¬ 
pendent adventurer, or as one of a Risala, the expedition whielt went against 
Kittoor towards the end of 1821-. | 

Within a few months after the fall of Kittoor,"{; which took place on the .^th 
December 1824, he mu.st have turned his steps towards Sattara, where lie had 
a maternal uncle, named llallojec Puntjii who introduced him to one with 
whom he was on terms of intimacy, and who seems to have been the jtarent of 
the plot which we are now engaged in unravelling. 'J'his person was ihc 
Swamee ol' Suukeslnvur,ll a man of great repttted .sanctity, and consequent 
influence in the Southern Mahratta provinces, where he hehi a small domain, 
consisting often villages, in the immediate vicinity of the temjde which .stands 
below the Ghauts, on the road leading from Goa to Sattara. He died, it ilfcy 
be as well to remark, in April 1837. At this meeting, in the early part of 
1825, a person named Atmaram 13hutt«i seems first to have started the idea of 
treating witli the authorities at Goa, by talking of his own acquaintance with 
a Portuguese medical practitioner, whom the witnesses called Irkool, but whose 
real name is Herculauo Nora. 

The Swamee, catching at the hint, immediately, des|)atched Nana Waeed 
with Atmaram into the Goa territory, where, at a village called Chirkee, they 
met Haojee Kotenees, who afterwards became one of the most active agents in 
the intrigue. Nana Waeed** does not seem to have gone beyond Chiklee, but 
Atmaram went on to llybuuder, a suburb of Goa, where he had a meeting 
with Irkool, and seems to have spoken to him of his wish to have an interview 
with thd Viceroy. 

What Answer he received does not very clearly appear; | | but he and Nana 
returning to Sunkeshwur, reported so favourably of the disposition of the Por¬ 
tuguese, tliat the latter was immediately deputed to Sattara, to arrange for a 
meeting between the Swamee and the Raja. 

In June 182.5 the Swamee proceeded to Sattara ; and then it appears, from 
the evidence of Nana’s brother-in-law and inseparable attendant, Jjalkoba, the 
foundation of all the subsequent proceedings was laiii, and Nana was consti¬ 
tuted the common agent of both tlie Raja and the Swamee. 

The Swamee |).xsscd three months at Sattara ; j; | and such was the reverence 
he was hold in, that one of the witnesses speaks of the Raja as actually wor¬ 
shipping him. 

The interview took place at the commencement of a great festival§§ that is 
held every twelfth year at Nassick, and lasts for a whole twelvemonth. The 
Raja set out for it on the 23d October 182.5, having previously given Nana 
Goo rupees, and deputed him to Poona on a mission of an uncertain object. |!j| 
The object, whatever it was, does not seem to have been effected; and Nana 
returning to Sattara, remained there but for a short time, and then proceeded 
to join the Sw'amee at Kolapore, not far from Sunkeshwur. 

It is stated, th.at he was at Kolapore when Mr. Baber came there with a 
military force and this is found to have actually happened in December 
182.5. 

During the next ensuing two years little seems to have been done. 

On the 11th October 1827, Don Manoel de Portugal e Castro (a nobleman 
in the interest of Don Miguel) announced to the Government of Bombay his 
arrival as Viceroy of Goa. In the evidence he is always called Dominwcll, 
while his major-domo, who also performs a conspicuous part, is designated as 
Mugdoom or Mudamore. 

In the course of the year 1829, several valuable presents were sent from 
Sattara and delivered to the newViceroy.*** It is difficult to fix the exact time 

of 
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of this renewal of intercourse with Goa; but that it took place in December 
1829, or January 1830, is probable*, because Halkoba states, that about two 
months afterwards, in the month of Palgoon following, he was at Renavee, 
a ])lace about one Imndred and fifty miles soutli-east of Sattara, when a total 
eclipse of the moon occurred: as it actually did on the 9th March 1830. , 

About two months after this Nana Waecd returned to Sattara, and was again 
deputed, along with Nana Fatiick (since dead), the son of the important witne.ss 
Hurry Punt, and Narrain Bhutt, to Goa. 

There Ilerciilano and Raojec Kotenees (an inhabitant of the Goa territory, 
before ailiided to as one of the first agents in the business),t demanded some 
written credential, in proof of their being empowered to treat with the Viceroy.t 
JSaiia Fatiick returned to conimunicate this demand to his father. Hurry Punt, 
who immediately told it to liowlqjee Naik, a Jemadar of Sowars in the service 
oAhe Raja, who introduced him to the said Raja, when it was agreed to invite 
Rrculan and Raojee to come to Sattara. 

In June 1831, the mission accordingly proceeded from Goa to Saltara,§ and 
there had a meeting at night with the Raja, at which, beside the parties, there 
were present five individuals, two of whom, Raojee Kotenees and Hurry Punt, 
have given evidence to the fact. 

Little conversation passed on the occasion; but a tiote was delivered by 
Herculano from the Viceroy to the Raja, while the latter assured the Envoy 
that Nana was his confidential agent.11 

At this time annual jjcnsions were assigned to ail the members of the Mun- 
duilee, or cabal, amounting to the sum of .3,200 rupees.1f 

Costly presents were at this time bestowed by the Raja himself, in j)crson,** 
on Herculano and the others of that parly. This fact is proved ‘tiy eight 
witnesses; among wliom is the banker, who kept the accounts ot'the expendi¬ 
ture thus incurred. 

In December 1832, the sum of‘Jj.OOO rupees was paid Ifoin the Raja’s funds, 
on the agent Nana’s accouti!, to his brother-in-law IJalkoba and Morapunt 
.losee.tt This is jrroved by the evidence of the banker 'reejccrani and others, 
as well as by the entry in the banker’s books. 

During the next two years'fi tlie plot does not seem to have advanced much, 
thouL’h frequent visits were paid by Nana lo Goa in that interim ;§§ but iu 
18.3.0, there appears to have been a great renewal of intercourse, and an 
increased outlay on account of jircsents. 

It is proved by tbc books and evidence of the banker Tecjeeram and other.s,llll 
that, in April of this year, 1,800 nqtees were advanced ti'om the Raja’s funds 
to Raojee Kotenees, the Native agent, osi the part of the Goa authorities. 

In September of the same year a doubt seems to have cros.sed the mind of 
the Raja ami his advisers at Sattara, as to the trustworthiness of their agent 
Nana; ami, in consequence, a ])crson named Mahdeo Row Sirkey was deputed 
to Go.a, lo test the truth of what the others had rclated.*l[^ 

This pei son, a near relation of the Raja, is proved to have carried witli him 
presents for the e.x-Vieeroy Don Manoel, then on the point ol' embarking for 
Portugal.*** Early in the year 1835, this nobleman had been superaedeit by 
Bernardo Peres ile Silva (called in the cvitlence Perc), and o:i the 20th February 
had written to Sir K. Grant foi a vessel to touch at Vingorlato receive him. 
He embarked on the 20th March 183.0 in the G««gcA/ttt but disagreeing with 
the captain, relanded at Chiingoor Chtirg and returned by sea to Goa, where 
he remained till March 1.8.3G, when he took his departure for Lisbon.It 
was after his return to Goa that the interview took place between the ex- 
Viceioy,.aud the new Envoy of the Raja, who appears to have received from 

him 
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him assurances of his inclination and ability to promote the objects of the plot, 
by his influence in Europe. With this interview, which seems to have con¬ 
firmed the Raja in the confidence be was inclined to repose in his first 
agent, Nana Waeed, the intermediate intercourse between Don Manoel and 
the authorities at Sattara must Iiave terminated. Many letters and other 
\^ritings were interchanged during its continuance.* There is also direct 
evidence to the fiict of a treaty, containing several extravagant conditions, of 
wlficli the first was the jiaynient by the Raja of the sum of twenty-five lacs of 
rupec-'s in advance,t having at one stage in the progress of tlic plot been 
rciluced to writing at Sattara, and transmitted to Don Manoel, while he was 
yet itj power at Goa. Tliere is likewise evidence}: to tlie same, or a similar 
paper, having been signeil and sealed by Don Manoel and deposited in the 
temple at Sunkesbwur. 

As a consequence of the confirmation obtained by the mission of Mahdeo 
Row Sirkey, of the trustworthiness of the original agent, Nana Waeed, the 
latter w'as, about the end of 188.'; or beginning of 1830,* ])resented with.an 
order on the banker Teejceram for the sum of 8,000 rupees,§ part oi'which he 
received in cash and part in lioondees; of which, having been robbed on his 
journey to ( Joa of a j)art of his baggage containing the original drafts, he was 
obligcil to send back to Sattara for duplicates. The exact purpose to which 
this Sinn was to be applied is not very clear; but there seems reason to believe, 
tliat it was to defray the expense ol' sending an agent with Don Manoel to 
Lisbon, though it may perhaps, in consequence of tlie delay caused by the 
loss ol the original lioondees, have been otherw’ise appropriated. 

'file last outlay on account of the plot seems to have been made in July 
IS iii, when a sum of nine hundred and sixty rupees w'as paiil out to Raojee 
Koti'iu'cs and Narrain Bliutt Chittey, to defray the expense of a journey to 
meet I jirulan at Demaun.lJ 

On the .jOtli of that month, Nana Waeed, who apjicars to have been 
throughout the prime mover in the plot, dietl in the town of Warree;^ i^id the 
circumstances attending liis death, as well as his deportment at the time, are 
well deserving of notice. He gave over the seal and signet, with w'hich there 
is reason to belii-ve that he had been furnisheil at Sattara for the piirjiose of 
attesting letters, to his Ijrothcr-in-law, lialkoba, and dictated, and verified by a 
lew characters in his own hand-writing, a letter to the Raja, reconnnentling 
his liuiiiiy and ticjiendents to his Highness’s protection. ' 'I'hongh the plot 
eviilently languisliod from the deatli of tins extraordinary man, who seems 
really to have been animated by a sincere, though not, as I shall siiew’ in the 
sequel, an entirely disinterested zeal for what he professed to regard as a sacred 
cause, it was not immediately abandoneii ;i 'j' for, in September 1.83(5, Raqjee 
Koteiiees and Narrain Rliutt Chittey came to liombay.Jt and there opened a 
corresjumdence with Krculano, who was not then living at Demuun. Ry this 
time a partitd discovery had been made by the British Authorities at Sattara, 
and wdielher it was from a suspicion of their intrigues being watched, or 
inerelv as a natural efleet of their being no longer under the influence of an 
ardent spirit, like Nana Waeed, no acli\ e steps seem to have been afterwards 
taken, and no more supplies were received from tlie Sattara Treasury. Re¬ 
duced* in this way to considerable personal distress, Balkoba, the brother- 
in-law of Nana Waeed, who had continued with the rest of Ihe Mundullee, 
or g.Tug, to reside at Warree, concerted with them a plan lor the attack 
of .the Treasury at Vingorhi, which would have certainly lieen attempted, had 
he not been arrested, towards the end of 18.37, through the vigilance of .Mr. 
Njioouer, the Acting C’ollector of the district of Rutnaglieory.§§ Tiie evidence 

taken 

" Sir Jl. Grant, parns. 137 to 141 ; also summari IfD. 1 ami l'I5. 4. 

■}■ Ih'iiosition of Wassoiloo Sfuistry, No. 1 ; Ditto ot Uaojee, No. paras. 2 and 3. 

t Deposition of Narrain I Jhutt Cliittej', taken by Mr. Dunlop. 

■S Sir K. Grunt, para. lO.'i. 

i! Sirll. Grant, para. lOli. Forvarious anecdotes regarding this jierson,see Sir U.Grant, para.34. 

Sir it. Grant, paras. 240 to 24a. 

Sir It. Grant, para. 20, tU-position of Sunjeewan, No. 7. * 

li Deposition of lialkoba, para. 18. i* Sir U.Grant, para. 21. 

SJ Mr. Spooner's letter, 31st August 1S37. 

4* S 


satta: 

PAPER 

Minute by. 
T. C. Robert 
8 March 18 



SATTARA taken in the course of this inquiry is strongly corroborative of that obtained 
R APER S. Sattara. Tlic fact of Nana Waecd’s having been regarded as the agent of 

Minute by Mr. the Uaja of Sattara, and of his receiving remittances of money from .Sattara^ 
r. C. Robertson, Ids intimacy with Raojee Kptenees, also the fact of Mahdeo Row Sirkey’s 
8 March 1839. mission to Goa, as well as that of Nana Waeed’s having lost part of his 
baggage by robbery, and coining to Warree in the hope of getting some part 
of it restored to him, are all proved incidentally, by evidence taken with a 
view to tlie discovery, not of the plot against the British Government, huf of 
the plan for attacking the Collector’s Treasury at Vingorla.* 

It is also worthy of remark, that all the witnes.ses examined by Mr. Spooner 
deposed to the existence of a wide-spread rumour of a combination against the 
British power being formed, or contemplated, by the Native chiefs above the 
Ghauts. On the whole, I derive from the portion of the evidence from which 
I have extracted the narrative above given, the strongest conviction of his 
Highness the Raja of Sattara having incurred the penalty prescribed lor a 
breach of the fifth article of the treaty of the SOth September ISlO.f 

With regard to the motives of the several parties cngagerl in this extrava¬ 
gant, but far from incredible, or even improbable, plot, these probably varied 
witli the circumstances of the several individuals engaged in it. 

'I'he Raja was probabi}' influenced by ambition, stimulated and excited by 
superstition and fanaticism. 

i Don Manoel may have been actuated by animosity towards a power which 

i had not befriended the sovereign from whom he derived his autliority, or by 

j- that general jealousy of the j)rosperity of our Eastern empire, which is so 

> common among foreigners, or perhaps by more ignoble motives, 

i Nana Waeed ina}’, as supposed by Sir R. (jrant, have acted tinder a deep 

V im])ression of di.scharging what he regarded as a religious duty ; but that such 

i feelings were not unmingled with others of a more merceiiary nature, I. ant leil 

: to suspect from a passage in the deposition of Kesow Bnlna Row .Tocee (No. 

! 8), imwhich he states, that having questioned Nana Waeed as to iiow his 

J expenses were paid, that jierson replieil, “ by getting up some pretext the time 

f “is spent. Erom the Sutturkar Maharaj something is got for expenses, and 

“ by selling cloths, &c. &c. I maintain myself.” j; 

It may be as well here to mention, that the whole sum extracted from the 
Raja ill the course of this intrigue appear.s, from the evidence of his bankers, to 
have amounted to about 3(>,000 rupees. 

: I have hardly touched upon what is referred to in the minutes as the 

If Dharwar evidence,vS because, though highly corroborative of all that has been 

collected at Sattara, it does not di.scover any new facts that bear {lircctly 
agiu'nst the Haja him.self. Ample proof, however, is there furnished, of most 
suspicious communications having been carried on between tlio.se wlio are 
well known«as the Raja’s agents and the chieftains in the Souliiern M;du atta 
and the Nizam’s territory. 

The alleged eominunications between the Raja of Sattara and the ex-llaja 
of Nagpore form the subject of a separate miinite,|| in wbicli the late Governor 
of Bombay has dissected and sifted the evidence with all his wonted dili¬ 
gence and skill. 

If the case stood by itself, it miglit be questionable in bow far it coflld be 
considered conclusive, but taken in conjunction with the others now before us, 
it cannot be denied that it brings a vast accession to the body of proof on 
record against the Raja of Sattara. 

It may be as well to conclude this note with a sketch of the progress of the 
inquiry. 

In July 1836,^ a report was received from Colonel Lodwick, the Re.siilent 

at 

* Mr. .Spooner's letter of 3d October; ditto 6tli October; ditto 2d and 11th November 1837, 
and 20th January 1838; ditto 12th February 1838. 

■ t Sir R- Grant, para. 11. J Sir R. Grant, para. 245. 

$ Sir R. Grant’s Minute, 15th May. || Sir R. Grant’s minute, 24th May. 

Sir 'R. Grant's minute of 31st May, para. 3. Letter from Colonel Ovans, 30th November, 

• 18.37, paras. 17 to 20. Letter from Colonel Ovans, 24th November 1837, paras. 16 to 19, with en- 
closute C. 




GOYiSidtiVMENT OF'iNDIA. ' 

at Sattara, of an attempt having been made, on tlie part of the Raja and his 
minister, to seduce from their allegiance certain officers and men of the 2Sd 
regiment Native Infantry. A commission appointed to inquire into this tran¬ 
saction reported tlie offence to be clearly proved, though the motive still 
remained obscure* * * § The arrest of the minister’s Dewan, Govind Row, in 
Aflgust 183(), and his detention at Ahmednuggur, led to a petition Ifom his 
mother, containing hints which induced the Government to order further 
inqihries to be made by C’olonel Ovans, who had succeeded to the Residency .t 

His inquiries commenced in the month of July 1837 ^^tnl ended on the lOth 
Novemberand it will be seen, by referring to the papers cited in the 
margin, how entirely the possibility of concert, or even previous communica¬ 
tion between the witnesses,, was precluded, by the manner in which their 
evidence was taken. 

(Signed) T, C. Robertson. 

8th March 1839. 

I have not alluded to the communication made by the Raja’s brother, be¬ 
cause I think it desirable to lay as little stress as possible upon the evidence of 
that personage. It will be found by referring to the passages marked in the 
margin.^ 

(Signed) T. C. R. 


MINUTE 15Y MR. T. C. ROBERTSON, 

Dated dth April 1839. 

This c^se'! being still undecided, there can, I conceive, be no impropriety 
in my submitting an opinion on the merits of the evidence which 1 llierein tiud 
recorded. 

My high respect for the judicial talents of the late Mr. Shakespear has 
induced me to read witii gi’eat attention his minute of the 11th May 1837, in 
which several ingenious arguments are advanced against the credibility of the 
evidence, to what then constituted the sole • charge against the Raja of 
Sattara. 

Mucli that then appeared quite inexplicable has since been cleared up; and 
it may be doubted whether, with the light acquired by subsequent investiga¬ 
tions, Mr. Shakespear would have persisted in the opinion which he has left 
on record. 

What strikes me as remarkable i.s, that he should not have given more weight 
t<» the high character and station of the two principal witnesses, and to the 
fact, tliat even the Raja himself does not attempt to assign any jriausible 
motive for their combining to get up a story, to be confirmed in the manner 
ever most disliked by natives of any pretensions to rank, namely, by their own 
examinations on oath. Had the Raja even alleged any attempt on their part 
to obtain from him presents or favours of any kind, one might have suspected 
them of acting in collusion with the Brahmin ; but, as the case stands, 1 really 
can perceive no groumts whatever for not giving full reliance to tlieir tes¬ 
timony. 

(Signed) T. C. Robertson. 

9th April 1839 

* Ibid. para. 4; Colonel Ovans's letter of 30th November 18.39, para. 3; letter from Governor 
of Bomlniy, 3d July 1838, with enclosure. 

f Frojn Government of Bombay, 1st Sept. 1838. 

t Sir It. Grant’s minute, 3th Jliay, paras. 148 to 1G4. 

§ I-etter of Colonel Ovans, 24th November 1837, para. 20 to 24, and enclosure D. j letter 30lh 
November, paras. 43 and 46. 

i; Alleged tampering with the Native officers of 23d Regt. of Bombay N.I. 
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MINUTE BY MR. W. W. BIRD, 

Dated llth April 1839. 

The papers and proceedings submitted by the Government of Bombay in the 
case of the Raja of Sattara contain, it appears to me, abundant proof that the 
Raja has, for a series of years and in different ways, been deeply implicated in 
treacherous designs against tlie 13ritisli Government, in violation of the treaty 
of the 20th of September 1819, and has subjected himself thereby to the for¬ 
feiture of his sox'creignty, and the loss of all the advantages bestowed upon 
him by that agreement. 

It is true, that the papers and proceedings in question afford likewise strong 
grounds for believing that, predisposed from the first against us, he has been 
made the dupe of evil and designing men, to serve their own ptirposes j but 
this is no palliation of his conduct. It remain.s, therefore, only to consider the 
course proper to be jmrsued towards a tributary standing in sucit a pretlica- 
ment: a tributary raised from a prison to the tlirone, solely by the power of the 
Britisli Government. 

Tlie course formerly recommended, of presenting to the Raja a written 
statement of tlie charges and of the proofs against him, calling upon him for an 
answer, is open, 1 think, to all the objections which have been urged against it, 
namely, that it would expose the Government to such proceedings on the jiart 
of the Raja and his advisers, as could only lead to ffesh embarrassments, and 
woiiKl, at the same time, expose every witness whose evidence has been given 
to cruel persecution. 

'file iK^xt course proposed, namely, the suspension of the llaja from the 
functions of sovereignty, and the appointment of a commission to sit in judg¬ 
ment upon him, appears to me equally objectionable. The suspeusiou would, 
as stated in the minute of the Governor General, be construed into a predeter¬ 
mination to convict; and in regard to the appointment of a commission, 1 am 
not aware that the Raja could legally be trii d by a tribunal so constituted, or 
that tJic re exists any law by which the form of procctliire for tlie trial of a 
sovereign prince, accused of political offences, could be regulated. I am quite 
sure, that the constitution of such a court would be attended with insuperable 
difiiculties and perplexities; and it cannot, I think, admit of a doubt, tiiut, in 
the pre.sent state of India, the discussion, the intrigues, and the excitement to 
w'hicli such a procedure must unavoidably give rise, might be followed by the 
most disastrous consequences. 

Nor docs it appear to me, that the case requires to be treated judicially. It 
is one entirely of apolitical nature; and, as such, all that behoves us to do is, 
to satisfy (Jurselves that the stipulations of the treaty have, in fact, been 
t.eaclierously v iolated. This has been done by an inquiry, than which none 
was over more patiently, laboriously, and tlispassionately conducted, or more 
minutely and critically revised ; and by all the autliorities who liave had 
successively to jiass judgment in the case, the Raja has been universally con¬ 
demned. 

I think, therefore, that the Raja may at once be set aside. It is.tlio course 
which has been resorted to in other cases, and which in this, under all the cir¬ 
cumstances, ought, I am of opinion, to be adopted. 

If the Raja be set aside, I agree with the late Sir Robert Grant, that no one 
should bo set up in bis stead. Tlie impolicy of keeping up those petty states 
in the heart of our dominions has become, from experience, too obvious to require 
to be pointed out, and we are under no obligations to do it on the ])resent 
occasion. The Sattara territories should be annexed to our own, and to the 
Raja and his brother liberal pensions should be assigned, on condition of their 
residing under British surveillance in some other part of India. 

I have no apprehension that the annexation will excite any public sympathy 
in the Raja’s favour, or raise a single doubt amongst the community at large, 
as to the propriety of his supersession. The intrigues winch have been 
fomented, and are still fomenting, against us in all quarters, are so notorious, 

that 



that an example is urgently required to be made; and we could not have a 
better op|iortunity for the purpose, than a case like the present, wherein the 
grossest treachery has been combined with the deepest ingratitude. 


11th April 1839. 
• * 


(Signed) W. W. Bird. 
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MINUTE BY COLONEL W. MORISON, 
Dated 0.5th April 1839. 


3Iituifc l> 
Col.W. Mor 
■_>5 April 18 


I am quite satisfied, as well as Iiis Lordship the Governor General, of the 
treachery and extravagant machinations of the llaja of Sattara. 

.Since his Lordship came to this conclusion as to the liaja’s guilt, additional 
facts have come to light, tending still further to confirm it. 'J'lie examination 
of the emissaries taken up at Nellore and at Madras contains matter strongly 
corroborative of the R.aja’s disaffection and hostility. This new communica¬ 
tion with the ex-Kaja of Nagporc, and the recently discovered fact of his having 
an emi.ssary at the court of Nepal, are sufficient to confirm his hostile inten¬ 
tions and breach of the treaty'. 

But I doubt the expediency of putting him on his trial. He could not be 
tried by his peers, and the native community, in a case like this, would pro¬ 
bably consider a commission of British officers, however constituted, as having 
been as.sembled only to convict him. The simple sus))ension of the Raja 
would not, in my mind, bean adequate ])unislunent of himself, nor a sufficient 
exain}>lc to others, at a moment like the present, and his territory would be kept 
in a fei;jnent highly injurious to good government, by continual rumours of 
his restcyation, and probably intrigues to effect that object. I think, there¬ 
fore, that he ought to be deposed for his treachery, and the grounds of that 
decisive but just measure declared publicly by Government, waiting only to 
fix a time most convenient for carrying it into eflect. 

In adopting such a proceeding it would hardly' be expedient to leave the 
R.aja a free agent in his territory, or even in any parts of the Mahratta country, 
otherwise than as a state pri.soncr; an extremity which, I think, would not 
be indisjiensably necessary, if he were removed to Calcutta, and required to 
reside there under the surveillance of an officer of Government, and with 
such an allowance oidy’ as would afford him every comfort, without admitting 
of his doing mi.schief. This proceeding would, 1 doubt not, be viewed by 
the people as extremely lenient. 

The treachery and long disaffection of the Raja towards his benefactors, 
who raised him from a pi ison to a throne, have, 1 conceive, cast much doubt 
upon the wisdom of that humane policy, which occasioned his being treated 
with so much indulgence; for, as the hereditary head of the Mahratta empire, 
he was probably', from the first, dissatisfied with the provision made for him, 
anil vvilli the smallness of the tcrritoi'v assigned around .Sattara, the capital of 
his ancestor Sevajee. But this restoration of his house, with a territory ample 
for the maintenance of his dignity, has only, 1 fear, inspireti him with ambi¬ 
tious views inconsistent with his obligations to the British Government, whose 
power he is now conspiring to subvert; nor is it, 1 think, improbable, that 
many of the Mahratta chiefs and people, who jrride themselves on their former 
power and hereditary prowess, entertain high hopes of seeing the emjiire re¬ 
stored, by means of the restored Raja. 

On such grounds, it would not hardly appear to be our best policy in India, 
to restore dynasties which had already fallen, like those of Sattara and Mysore. 
We do not, by such indulgence and consideration, ensure their ay.achuieiit alid 
fidelity, but hurt the interest of the people, and yield up resources which would 
add much more effectually to our actual strength, than the allegiance of such 
princes, even if it could be relied on. 

These considerations suggest the inquiry', in the event of its being "deemed 
necessary, in self-defence and security, to make an example of the Raja of .Sat-. 

4 T t*ara. 



3ATTARA 

papers. 

Minute 
i. W. Monion, 
) April 1839. 


tara, in what manner his immediate heirs should be dealt with. 1 confess it 
to be my opinion, his country being resumed, that the several members of the 
family ought to be provided for elsewhere, on pensions depending upon good 
behaviour, and on a scale to be regulated only with reference to their complete 
comfort and respectable maintenance, at such places as the Government may 
determine. 

Since Mr. Robertson’s and Mr. Bird’s minutes were written, we have re¬ 
ceived a letter from the Secret Committee,* dated the 22d January 1839, inti¬ 
mating that the Governor in Council at Bombay would be requested to sus¬ 
pend the transmission of any decision to the Raja of Sattara, until the Go¬ 
vernment of India shall have had the opportunity of issuing such further direc¬ 
tions as may be deemed proper, after considering such observations and sug¬ 
gestions as may be made by Sir James Carnac, recently appointed Governor 
of Bombay; any remarks of mine may, therefore, be deemed supeifluous. I 
have, however, submitted the above, in deference to the desire expressed by 
the Governor General to receive the opinion of the Council of India on this 
very delicate and important subject; and I am only afraid that any longer de¬ 
lay in disposing of it may greatly impair the effect which an caily and severe 
example would give, in repressing intrigue generally, as well as the disposition 
to disturbance recently manifested near Sholapoor and at Malwan, both in the 
vicinity of Sattaia, where the Raja’s hostility to the British Government is no 
secret. 

(Signed) W. Mohison. 

Calcutta, 25th April 1839. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COURT OF DIRECTORS IN THE 
CASE OF THE RAJA OF S ATTAR A, WITH PArERS 
RECORDED BY INDIVIDUAL. DIRECTORS. 


AT A COURT OF DIRECTORS, 

HeU on Wednesday, the ^5th March 1840. 

Paragraphs for India in the Political Department, regarding tJie charges 
against the (late) Raja of Sattara, and the proceedings of the Governments of 
India and Bombay thereon, were laid before the Court, and ordered to lie for 
consideration till Wednesday the 1st proximo. 


AT A COURT OF DIRECTORS, 

Held on Wednesday, the \st April 1840. 

The draft of paragraphs for India in the Political Department, regarding 
the charges against the (late) Raja of Sattara, and the proceedings of the 
Governments of India and Bombay thereon, which was laid before the Court 
on the ^5th ultimo, was read; 

And, after much discussion, the question, that this Court approve the said 
draft of paragraphs, being put by the ballot, the same passed in the affir¬ 
mative. 


COPY POLITICAL DESPATCH TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 
OF INDIA IN COUNCIL (No. 15), 


Dated \st April 1840. 

1. The following letters relate to the charges against the Raja of Sattara, 
and the proceedings of your Government and the Government of Bombay 
thereon;— 


15 Sept. 1836. 

30 Nov. — 

17 Jan. 1837. 

1 April — 

28 do. — 

24 June — 

19 July — 

16 Aug. — 

19 do. — 

25 Sept. — (two) 
21 Oct. — 

23 do. ^ 


Secret Letters from Bombay, dated-— 


29 Nov. — 

30 do. 

SS March, No. 1, 1838. 

26 April, No. 2, — 

19 May, No. 3, —- 

21 do. No. 5, —- 

1 June, No. 6, ~ 

12 do. No. 7» — 

3 July, No. 10, — 

5 Sept. No. 20, 

7 do. No. 23, — 

5 Oct. No. 26, — 


SATTAR 
PAPEllt 

Proccc(lih"s c 
Court of liitc 


Court of Pirc: 
2;'. .Marcli It 


Court of Dirt'c 
1 April I8« 


Political clcspc 
to tlic 

Governor (Jen; 
1 April lt>4 



SATTxMlA 

PAPERS. 

jlitical despatch 
to the 

vernor General, 
1 April 184U. 


Secret Letters from Bombayt dated — 


0 Oct. No. 28, 1838. 

6 do. (secy.) — 

24 do. No. 31, — 

15 Nov. No. .37, — 

1 Dec. No. 38, — 

1 do. No. 41, — 

1 do. No. 42, — 

1 do. No. 44, — 

4 do. Np. 47, — 

5 do. No. .K), — 

19 Jiin. No. (), 1839, paras. ;3 and 4. 
31 do. No. 11, — 

() Feb. No. 12, — 

25 do. No. 24, — 


25 Feb. (secy.) 1839. 

7 March, No.2.5,— 

14 do. No. 27 , — 

26 do. No. 3.5, 

10 April, No. 38, — 
13 do. No. 43, — 

15 do. No. 47, — 

16 do. (.secy.) — 

8 May, No. 5(5, — 
12 Sept. No. 106 , — 

7 Oct. No. 114, — 
28do. No. 119, — 
28 Nov. No. 128, — 
.31 Dec. No. 134, — 


Political Letters from Bombay, dated — 

25 Sept. No. 56, 1837- 1 20 Feb. No. 6, 1839. 


Secret I.ettcr from the Government if India — 
3 .July, No. 7, 1837. 


Political Letter from the Government if India — 
20 Oct. No. 53, 1837, para. 48. 


Political Letters from the Governor General — 

1 Oct. No. 20, 1838. | 29 Dec. No. 24, 1838. 


Public Letter from the Governor General, da fed — 
6 Jan. No. 1, 1838, para. 32. 

Secret Letter from the Governor General — 

7 Nov. No. 42, 1839. 


Secret Inciter from Madras, dated — 

7 Dec. No. 21, 1839, para. 10. 

2. Oiir former communications to your Lordship in Council on the Sattara 
case will have shewn to you, that we were disinclined to attach serious impor¬ 
tance to the allegations against the Kaja, which had been transmitted to ns by 
the Governor in Council of lloinbay, and that we were desirous tiiat the 
proceedings in respect to the llaja should be brought to a speedy close. 

3. These views coincided with the sentiments which your Lordship has • 
communicated to the Government of Sir Robert Grant; but the case was still 
undetermined when ISir James Carnac was nominated to the Government of 
Bombay. t)n tiint occasion, you were instructed by the Secret Committee to 
adopt no final decision, “ until you have had an o])i)ortunity of taking into 
“ your consideration sucli observations and suggestions as may be made to 
“ you by Sir James Carnac, on a review of those proceedings.” 

4. Previously, however, to the arrival of Sir James Carnac, the case against 
the Raja bad, in the progress of tlie inquiry, assumed a much more serious 
character than it presented when hnst brought to our notice, and you iiad 
taken a diftcrent view, both of the Raja’s conduct and of the measures which 
it was requisite to adopt towards him. Sir James Carnac having entered on an 
examination of the evidence, found himself compelled to come to the same 
Conclusion in regard to the Raja’s misconduct, as that which the late Governor 
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in Council of Bombay, and all the members of the present Government of 
India, had been constrained to adopt. 

5. Blit Sir James Carnac, though convinced that the conduct of the Raja 
had been such as to involve the forfeiture of all the advantages of the treaty 
bjr which he was placed upon the gadi, and thereby to furnish an undoubted 
justification for his deposition, was nevertheless unwilling to proceed to extre- 
mitie.s, without making a decided effort to recall the Raja to a due sense of his 
obligations by treaty and of his true interests. 

6. We concur in the view and sentiments expressed by Sir James Carnac 
in tlie minute which he recorded on the ‘tth Sept. 1839, and approve of his 
determination to jirocced himself to Sattara, for the jiurpose of offering to the 
Raja, on the mildest possible term s,an entire amnesty for all previous infrac- 

.tions of the treaty of 1819. 

7. We d<?eply lament that the Raja was so infatuated as to reject the liberal 
terms offered, and that the earnest endeavours of Sir .lames Carnac, exerted 
at four tlifferent pi-rsonal interviews, indejiendently of the intermediate visits 
of tile Resident, failed of shaking liis determination. 

S. 4’hc article (o wliieh the Raja chiefly objected was that which confirmed 
the stipulations of the jirevious treaty of 1819. He declared that that treaty 
had been forced ujion him, and professed an insujicrable objection of renewing 
the oliiigalion, 

9. By this coiuluct, the Raja left no course open to the British Government 
but^hat of remo\ing him from the raj. In refusing to renew the existing 
treaty, 'groumling his refusal on the objections he entertained to its provisions, 
be virtuldly declared bimself not bound by it, and consequently forfeited all 
the advantages he derived from it, among wliitdi, in this case, was the raj 
itself; and had you shrunk from enforcing that consequence, such conduct, 
instead of btiiiig felt by the Raja as an instance of generous forbearance, would 
have led liim, and probably other dependent jninces, to believe that they 
might safely iiuliilge iii contempt for, and total disregaril ofi tlieir obligations 
to the British Government. 

1;). 4'iie Governor of Bombay, with the utmost reluelanee, issued orders 
for ill ■ removal of the Raji from the gadi of Sattara, ami for the elevation 
of his hroliier to the raj. I’lii'se orders were accordingly carried into eirect, 
and our last dcspatciies from Bombay inform us of tlie doparture of the late 
Raja (or ifenares, and ofllic installation of bis successor. 

II. It now only remains I'or us to communicate to you our opinion on tlic 
c'oiielusioii wiiieh was unanimously adopted by all the authorities to wliom lite 
evidence had been submitted, that the late Raja had incurred the jienalty 
of deposition irom the r.aj to whicli lie had been raised by tlic British G ivern- 
ment. Tliis ujiinion we give, til'ter the most anxious anti deliheralee onside- 
ration, !>% athling tnir sanction to tiu' approval which your I.ords!ii|i i.: (’onma! 
has given to the jiroce.talings of .Sir James ('arnae, in deposing tin- I de Raja 
of‘Sattara. 

We also aj)})ro\ e of the jirovisioii wliich Sir James Carnac made iiir ilie 
.support of the ex-llaja, and of his arrangeinenls in regard to Ids sneecs;or, 
who, we are luqijiy to learn, has given early proofs of a wish to amend tlie 
coiulilion and atiti to the hippiiie.ss of his sniijects. 

l.S. 'i'Jierc arc other matters connected with this case, to wdiicli we may find 
it neeessaiy hereafter to refer. 

I I. In conclusion, we have to express our warm commendation of the con¬ 
duct of Sir,Tames Carnac, in the transactions which we have now reviewed, 
lie jiroceeded to Sattara with a manifest and earnest desire to save the Jlajl 
from the consequences of his own folly, and we are convinced that he left no 
means untiied for the imrpose. When tiiis proved to be impossible, lie adojited, 
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with judgment and decision, the course which circumstances had rendered 
inevitable. 

We are. 

Your affectionate Friends, 


London, 

1st April 1840. 


(Signed) R. Jenkins, 

W. II. Bavley, 

II. Lindsay, 

W. S. Claukk, 

W. Astell, 

F. Warden, 

R. Campreel, 

R. 1''i,i,u:e, 

.7. Masteuman, 

C. Mir.i-s, 

II. Shank, 

II. Alexander, 

N. B. Ed.monstonEj 
,1. W. Hogg. 


iourtor Directors, AT A COURT OF DIRECTORS, 

I 1 April 1840. 

I Ileldon Wednesday, the \st April 1840. 

Henry St. George 'I'lickcr, Esq., a Member of this (\>urt, delivered in a 
dissent from tite despatcli to India in tiie Rolitieal Department, regarding the 
iSattara question, wliicli was approved this day. The same was read, viz. 


DISSENT. 

I cannot concur in the letter to tlie Government of India in the ]'‘olilical 
Dejiartment. on the affairs of Sattara, wliicli passed tlie Court this tlay. 

First, Beeanse, alter stating “ tliai our former communications 1o liis Lord- 
“ ship in Council on the Sattara case will have shown, that we were disinclined 
“ to attach serious importance to the allegations against the Raja, wliicli had 
“ been transmitted to us by the Governor in Council of Bombay, and that we 
“ were desirous that the proceedings in respect to the Raja should be brought 
“ to a speedy close alter this clear and explicit intimation of our views, 
which, as we continue to observe, “coincided with the sentimeiits which your 
“ Lordship in ( louncil communicated to the government ol'Sir Robert Grant,” 
it was manifestly incumbent upon the Court, with a view to its consistency, 
to show', by a distinct relerence to some new fact or tlisclosurcs, upon what 
ground they hail changed their opinion, and arrived at so different a conclusion. 

Secondly, Because, on an examination of the case iqion its merits, I must 
think that the dethronement of the Raja of Sattara was premature, uncalled 
for, and impolitic, and that the government abroad was not emjiowcred to 
resort to this extreme measure, without the express sanction of the Home 
Authorities.' 

I'hirdly, That the elevation of Appa Sahib, the Raja’s brother, to the 
gadi, was most unreasonable, injudicious, and unwarrantable, inasmuch as 
it is calcnlatcd to produce great embarrassment to the Home Authorities in 
the exercise of their free judgment on the case, and of those functions and 
duties witii which the Legislature has invested them, I'or the due administration 
of our affairs in India. 

In 

» 

' II iliis uut liority was givvn by tbc Secret ('oinmittce in consecjucnce ol' Lord Auckland’s minute 
of' flic L’d.5 Septcinber ISU8, it docs not appear upon our records. It is not conveyed in (lie Coiii- 
niittee’s letter of the !i!Jd of January 1839. 
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In reviewing the case of the Raja of Sattara, it is necessary to premise 
certain considerations, which are calculated to induce a great degree of caution 
in proceeding to a final judgment. 

. First, An ex-parle inquiry can seldom lead to a satisfactory result; and when 
thq Government is the party interested, some allowance must always be made 
for the influence which will operate on the minds of the witnesses and others, 
however anxious the Government may be to administer impartial justice. 

Secondly, The testimony of the natives of India is not always trnstworiby, 
even in cases where tliey may have no intention, and no interest to deceive or 
mislead, and the value of their testimony will depend greatly upon the skill, 
temper, and fairness of those by wliom they are examined. A word, or 
gesture, or an unseasonable interruption, will sometimes turn the current of 
their evidence; for they feel that habitual deference to superiors, which makes 
them anxious to give sucli testimony as they think likely (however erroneously) 
to afford satisfaction. To take down parole evidence correctly, a very accurate 
knowledge of the colloquial dialect is moreover necessary, as well as a know¬ 
ledge of the character, habits, and way of thinking of the people. 

Thirdly, Great difficulty is experienced in establishing the genuineness and 
value of documentary evidence, for the natives of India are expert imitators 
and fabricators. Men of rank do not generally write or sign their names. A 
seal is commonly used, which can easily be counterfeited, and the writing can 
be easily imitated sufficiently well to deceive the unpractised rye of an 
European. 

Fourthly, Evidence derived from intercepted letters, unless fully authenti¬ 
cated, wiust be received with great reserve, since it is easy for an adverse 
party loslisjjose of fabricated ])apcrs in a w'ay to create suspicion. We had a 
remarkable instance in Bengal of a forged correspondence* having been carried 
on for a considerable time, while one of the parties, who would have been 
liable to the charge of treason had it been genuine, was totall}’^ uuconscious of 
its existence. 

I'illhly, 1 would observe that the multiplication of small onences, or what 
l.ord Auckland a])tly terms “ petty and obscure intrigues,” cannot he taken 
to constitute a grave and serious crime, 'fhe anivizis and general character of 
a parly may be shewn by repeated instances of such j)etty intrigues; hut the 
penalty of treason or rebellion is not incurred, by cumulative charges of an 
inferior degree of guilt. 

Lastly, We must hoUl in mind, tliat the brother of tlie Raja incurred the 
sus])icion o! being engaged in an intrigue against him whom he has superseded. 
Appa Sahib, the present Raja, in liis statement of the 5th October 185/, 
clearly anticipates the Raja’s detiuonement; ; nd, in express terms, prefers liis 
claim to the succession, t’ouiliict so unnatural and so unworthy is, at least, 
calculated to create a suspicion of unfair dealing towariis his brother and 
sovereign. 

Ill laving down these general premises, as a meatis of testing the value of 
Ttidiaii evidence, I tltj not rest upon the result of my own very limited expe¬ 
rience. The difficidfy of obtaining pure and satisfaetory evidettce in India 
lias been felt and attestcil by some of our most ttble tind experienced officers 
in the judicial department; and 1 w'Oidd submit that, in no ease, could dis¬ 
crimination and care in weigiiiiig evidence be more ncoessarv, tliati in tliat of 
the Raja of Sattara, as much w ill depend in trying its meriis pruhahiCUij 

and lair inference to l)e drawn from a vast ma'S of materials. The pro¬ 
ceedings are voluminous; they embrace a great deal of extranaous abd 
irrelevant matter, and some, of the circumstances alleged against the Raja 
took ))lacc years ago, and ajqvear to have a very slender connexion (if any) 
with the particular charges, j 

• The 

* See also tho c;’.!:'.' of tin- iinpo- t;.T t', ala Sliali, who ftirgod letters under llic counterfeit so«l of 
the Guieowar, eiileulalftl to coiiijo-oio;; ;• jiriiico. 

I See, for exaiiijile, the iiieairy a- u-. h ioo' jdace at Hyderabad, regarding fCuiiumut IJIIuh, hav¬ 
ing reference to eireuairlane. s Mhiel; ec purred nniiiy years age. * 
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Tiic following are the three charges which have been brought against the 
Raja, and which have been under examination now during a period of three 
or four years. For more easy reference, I will subjoin the two articles of the 
treaty of the $25th September 1819, which arc alleged to have been violated 
by the Raja: the Governor of Bombay, in his minute of the 4th September 
1839, formally pronouncing, that “ three important violations of the treaty 
“ had been proved against him.” 

“ 1. Of the fifth article, in having, during a series of years, held improper 
“ communications with the Goa Authorities. 

“ 2. Of the same article, in having held a clandestine intercourse with 
” Appa Sahib, the ex-Raja of Nagporc. 

“ 3. Of having tampered with the Native officers of the 23d regiment Native 
infantry. 

“ Article 2. The Raja, for himself and for Ins heirs and successors, engages 
“ to hold the territory in subordinate co-o|jeration with the British Govern- 
“ ment, and to be guided in all matters by the advice of the British Agent at 
“ his Highness’s court. 

“ Article 5. The llaja, for himself and for his heirs and successors, engages 
“ to forbear from all intercourse witli foreign powers, and with all sirdars, 
“ jagheerdars, chiefs, and ministers, and all persons of wliatcvcr description, 
“ who are not by the above articles rendered subject to his Highness’s aulhoritv. 
“ With all the above persons his Highness, ibr himsellj and i'or his heirs and 
“ succe.ssors, engages to have no connexion or corresjtomlcnce. Any affairs 
“ that may arise with them relating to his Hightiess are to be exclusively' 

“ conducted by' the British (iovernment. If, lor the j)urpose of for'ming 
“ matriihonial connexions for his Highness’s ianiily, or I'or any’ similar .purpose, 
“ his Highness has occasion to communicate with persons not rendered subject 
“ to his authority by this agreement, such communication is to be made 
“ entirely through the Bolitical vVgent.” 

'i’he fii -.t charge imjtutes to the Baja an infraclion of the .rth article of the 
treaty, in liolding “ improper coinmunications ” w’itli the authorities at Goa : 
but, in examining this charge, it is <'sscntial that we should advert to the 
sitnalioii of the jtarties implicated, the motives by which they may be sii[)po.scd 
to have been actuated, and tlie ends at whicb they may have aimed ; for if it 
ajjpear that a ])roject is, upon the very face of it, impracticable or desperate, 
and that the individual has every tiling to lose and iiotliing to gain by’ the 
attempt, we are bound to rerjnire very strong e\idoncc to establish ils 
existence. “ Irnjnoper cominiinicalions ” may, no doubt, involve a breach of 
engagement; but the ollence maybe venial with reference to the situation 
ami circumstances of the party': and it is <|nite certain, that the (governor 
General oflmlia took this view of the Baja's < ase in his letters of the 2d and 
Kith October 18;>7 ; and tliat the late i\Jr. Henry’Shakespear, a member of 
the (Government of India, who Jiad great exju'rience in the admini.stration of 
civil and criminal jnstice, was decidedly of ojiinion, that no chaige of a serious . 
liatiiio had Ihcii substantiated against, the Baja.* 

It may lie fully ailmittetl, that the Baj;;, tlirough the agency of his scrvaut.s, 
N’ago Heorao, Ballailia, and others, ojicncd a conimunication with th'j 
Portuguese at (ioa, and that Hon Manoel, the ex-Govcruor, and a ccitain Hr. 
-Vicrcnlaiio, a[ij)arcntly encouraged an intrigue for obtaining aid from the 
(lovevnniont of I’ortuAal ; but the only intelligible object wbicli these persons 
can have had in view’, in receiving and countenancing tlic emissaries of the 
llaja (admitting them to ba^e been siicii), was to obtain money in the shape 
of pre.seilts; or to ilefray cxpei)se.s ]>reteiidctl to have been incurred in tlm 
Baja’s service, since they must have known that they possessed no means 
whatever of promoting any designs which might be lioslilc to the British 
Government. 

Ilj indeed, the Governor of Goa had been found to be a j)arty conspiring 
against tlie _ Brili.sh Government, by aiding and abetting the llaja in the 

jirosecution 

'•'Mr. Sliakespcar's rciuarks apply cliiefly, it is true, to the tliirtl cliargc. 
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prosecution of hostile purposes, we should have been justified in proceeding 
against Goa for this act of hostility. But Portugal is the most insignificant 
power in Europe, owing its very existence to our protection, and nothing but 
the most inconceivable ignorance could have caused the Raja to apply to'such 
a* quarter for assistance. He could scarcely have had any European British 
subjects as his advisers at the time; for they would have pointe'd out the 
extravagance of such a project, and they could have had no interest in placing 
him in such hands. He was evidently the dupe of some mercenary adven¬ 
turers, who, for their own base purposes, had engaged him in an intrigue, 
the success of which, with better information, he would have seen to be 
impossible.* 

This infatuated prince, unfortunately, entertained the most extravagant 
notion's of his own dignity and importance, as tlie descendant of Sevajee and 
the hereditary chief of the Mahratta empire. lie was dissatisfied with his 
condition, and, impatient of control, he sought eagerly to aggrandize himself, 
and he caught at any straw to realise his dream of fancied supremacy ; but 
his projects resembled more the fretful sallies of a wayward child than the 
machinations of a dangerous conspirator. Possessing no real power, sur¬ 
rounded on all sides by our territory, without army or fleet, or connexions, or 
financial resources, he was not in a situation to excite alarm, nor likely ever 
to become a formidable enemy. His hereditary rank furnished some excuse 
for his inordinate pretensions; and as his character was free from that 
reproach which so often attaches to the Native princes of India, and he was 
confessedly a prudent and successful administrator of his country, t it must be 
admitted, that strong grounds existed for treating him with consideration and 
tenderndss. 1 myself have always opposed the doctrine, that the British 
Governpient have a right to dethrone the princes of India ;1: except only in 
cases wl:tere those ])rinccs have actually placed themselves in the poStion of 
public enemies, by some overt act of hostility. It is not sufficeiit that they 
entertain a hostile disposition towards us; for, if we proceeded merely on the 
assumption of such a Iceling, we might assume its existence in the case of 
almost every Native prince and chieftain in India; for, inasmuch as we have 
usurped their places, and hold them in a state of absolute subjection by our 
military jjower, it is impossible not to believe that they feel a natural desire to 
recover their independence. 

The guilt or innocence of the Raja of Sattara must rest upon the simple 
issue, whether, if regarded as an independent prince, he leagued with the 
enemies of the British Government in a hostile design ; or if, owing allegiance 
to that Goverumt^t, he was guilty of any act of treason towards it. The 
imputation of ingratitude, or perverseness, or inordinate ambition, however 
well founded, cannot involve the forfeiture of his principality; nor would 
political considerations (if sucli could be pleaded) be sufficient to justify its 
confiscation, or his dctlironemenl. In my opinion, views of policy should 
deter us from resorting to that extreme measure, for every prince in India 
will make the Raja’s case his own. None will feel assured of the permanency 
of their tenure, and all will be ready to seize any favourable occasion for 
^ throwing off our authority. Fear may restrain them for atiaie; but fear is, 
at best, but a poor substitute for attachment, and desperation may succeed to 

fear. 

• Tlie late Sir R. Grant, ou the 5th May 1858, observes as follows:—“ With regard to the 
“ letters purporting to have been addressed by the Raja to Don iVIanocl.it is proved in evidence, 
“ that these were not invariably submitted for his Highness’s appro^l, hut that Xago prepared 
“ such drafts us he thuught proper, scided them, and delivered them as proceeding from his master. 
“ There is not a single instance proved of any letter having actually been written at Sattara with the 
“ cognisance of the Raja, and we are left to conjecture what was the nature of the powers delegated 
“ to Nago. Were it not, thcrelore, f<jr the uhumlant evidence obtained, of the connexion which 
“ existed between the Raja and Nago, and of the fact clearly proved, that the Raja received letters 
“ from Don Manoel, alluding to letters which the latter had received puri>oning to proceed Irom the 
“ Raja, ] should say that the eorrospondciice of the Raja and Don Maiioel would be doubtful, and 
“ that we might infer, that the letters written in his name might not have been authorised ondiis 
‘ part.” 

f See various despatches from the Court on this subject. 

See the valuable niiuutcs of my colle sgue, Mr. Edmonstoue (in which I concurred), rcctMrded 
on our proceedings of tlie 5lith Eebriiary 1S5S, and 6th November 1839. 
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1 April 1S40. Governments abroad to dethrone or set aside the Native princes of India. 

Dissent. This would place a most formidable power in the hands of our Governors, and 
of the Residents at the Native courts; and we are not to place altogether 
out of view, that such a power would be liable to be abused, under-the 
influence of passion, or prejudice, or other feelings. 

It may be urged that the Raja of Sattara is not an independent prince; 
that he only held during good behaviour a territory which we had spontaneously 
conferred nj)on him; and that he was liable to be set aside and deprived of 
his principality, whenever he infringed the strict letter of his engagement. 
But it is too late, I apprehend, to assume this high ground. Why did w’C 
contract a treaty with the Raja? Was this treaty a mere iftockery? Why 
did w'e maintain a Resident at his Court? If he only held a fief* or jagheer, 
resumable upon proof of misconduct or contumacy, the case might have been 
dealt with in our courts of justice, and we should not have been called upon 
to interfere in the ordinary course of law. But, in truth, the elevation of the 
descendant of Sevajee to a station of high rank and dignity was as much an 
act of po//cy as of humanity : a policy intended to conciliate the JVlaliratta 
))eoplc, and to neutralize any remnant of influence w'bich might still attacli to 
the ex-Peishwa, Bajec Row, wdio had engaged in a treacherous confederation 
against us, and had levied open war on the British power. 

Admitting, too, that the Raja was guilty of an infraction of the treaty, it 
does not follow that it was such as to cause his blood to be atlaintcd. If the 
Raja should have no legitimate issue, it was competent to him to adopt, and 
his heir might be perfectly innocent, and be justly entitled to the inheritance 
under tfle treaty. , 

1 would here observe, that the Government abroad committed a fatal error, 
in deposing the Raja without awaiting the sanction of the Home Authorities. 
There could exist no cau.se for haste. No danger threatened us at the 
moment; and this preci])itate act placed the Home Government in a situation 
of peculiar difficulty and embarra.ssment. If this Court had found the Raja to 
be innocent, or to be guilty only of minor ofl'ences, which did not justly entail 
the forfeiture of his princij)ality, we must either have perpetuated an injustice 
by confirming the confiscation, contrary to our own better judgment, or we 
must, by reversing it, have weakened tlie influence of the local authorities, 
whom we ought, as far as jrossibie, to support. It is (piitc clear, that pending 
the reference to this country, no step sliould have been ti^en, calculated to 
commit them or us; and every ncces.sary and useful purj»o.se would have been 
answered, by the undertaking the administration of the ju’incipality on the part 
of the Raja, until his fate should have been decided in the last resort. 

Still more objectionable, in my opinion, was the act of the Government of 
Bombay, in elevating Appa Sahib, the Raja’s brother, to the gadi,f without 
insisting upon the fact, that he had exjjosed himself to the suspicion of having 
intrigued ag.ainst his sovereign I can fancy no sufficient re.ason for a proceed¬ 
ing which was calculated to add greatly to our difficulty and embarrassment.' 
We cannot now displace this person without inconvenience, nor without ex¬ 
posing our Government to the imputation of levity and inconsistency The 
step was, I think, eptite uncalled for at the time, and was altogether an act of 
supererogation; for the Home Authorities had not been allowed an oppor¬ 
tunity 


• See the account of the cstablisilmicnt of the Raja of Sattura, by Captain .T. Sutherland printed 
in 1833, in which it is cxpre.ssly culled a “ Sovereignty.” See also Sir .lames Curnac’s minute of 
the 4th September 1839, paragraph ItS. 

This ill-advised measure was evidently considered objectionable, bulb by the (lovcriior Gene¬ 
ral of India, and by the laic Sir Robert Grunt (Sec Governor Ueiieriirs miniitir of the 23d September 
1838, paragraph 14, and Sir Robert (/rant’s miiiiile of the .‘list IMuy IS3!), paragraph 37). Sir 
James Cainac, it is true, in bis minute of the 4th Scptciiiber, ijuole.s .-i leller from the Governor 
Gcnei-al's secretary of the 12l./i .luiy 18.3;), conveying his Lordship’s authority I’or the eventual ele¬ 
vation of Appa Sahib; but the Governor General, in a subsequent letter of the 1 -Ith October 1839, 
paragraph 5, observes, that Ills Lordship would have hesitated on this precise measure. 
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tunity of deliberating upon it, or of exercising any jurisdiction over the question 
of succession to the principality. 

The Government of Bombay seem, indeed, to anticipate, that the principality 
ma^r escheat,* at no distant period, to our Government, by the demise of J\ppa 
Sahib. But the principality is hereditary under the treaty : and sliordd the 
Raja liaTC no issue or natural heirs, he may adopt; and adoption, with a 
Hindoo, is not only a right but a duty. I have the highest authority for stating 
that, even in the case of a fief or dependency, a legal adoption cannot be barred 
by the Government or lord paramount. 

On the second and third charges, I .shall only observe generally, tliat it does 
not appear to me that any criminality has been fairly established against the 
Kaja. Tlie correspondence with the ex-Raja of Nagjjore, if genuine, may be 
accounted for, with reference to the domestic concerns of the parties ;1' and, 
under the most unfavourable interpretation, it can be regarded only “as a 
“ petty and obscure intrigue.” It may be conceded, tliat two or three of our 
Native officers were admitted at night into the palace of the Raja, and were 
received by the Devvan, Govind Row, and perhaps by the R.aja himself, although 
his person seems not to have been identified: butj on this charge, I would 
refer again to the judicious comineni of the late Mr. Henry Sliakespear, in 
his minute of the 1 ith May 1837 ; and I will only add, that the i23d Jtegiment 
of Native Infantry bore a high character, that there was no disaffection in the 
corps, no predisposition to mutiny, and tiiat no attemjit to win them from their 
duty and allegiance could have been made with the sliglitest prospect of 
success.1 

But grant that these “petty intrigues” had areal existence, and that the 
Raja wds extravagant enough to promise himself success, I must .still contend, 
that thq offer of an amnesty at the last hour was a virtual acknowledgment, 
either tljat his offences did not bear a grave and dangerous character, or tliat 
his criminality' was not deemed to have been established on indisputable 
grounds. 

And why' w.as this act of grace and mercy clogged by useless and offensive 
conditions? Useless, because, if the Raja could not be depended upon to 
respect the existing treaty, no better reliance could be placed on his adherence 
to his new engagement: and 1 call them offensive, because the preamble to the 
new engagement jiroposcd to him denounced his criminality. Of what use 
was tliis retrospect to past misconduct, real or supposed? It only' jihaced a 
difficulty in tlie way of a final and satisfactory anangement. The Raja may 
have shewn false pride, contumacy, and perverseness, in refusing to subscribe 
to the articles tendered to him as the conditions of his retaining his principality 
and dignity ; but, as he considered their acceptance to imjily a confession ol' 
guilt, his scruples ought to have been respected. Guilt would have found it 
easy to accept the conditions proposed, in order to escape from the threatened 
penalty. The consciousness of rectitude must be strong, when it impels a 
man to make a great sacrifice to a sense of honour, however mistaken : and 
I must own that 1 cannot regard, otherwise than with feelings of dce}i com¬ 
miseration, that Hindoo, who could resolve to sacrifice a principality', to aban¬ 
don his treasures, to relinquish his home, and remove his family to a tli.stant 
part of the country, rather than make a slight concession, whicli he felt must 
compromise his character. 

The first article of the new treaty or engagement required that the Raja 
should act up to the treaty of the Sotli September 1819, and especially to the 
second article, by which he engages to conduct himself in subordination to the 
British Government, and to follow the advice of the British Resident: but 
this treaty was already in full force, and it required no new recognition of its 
obligations. 

The 

• Sec tlieir letter of the 12th September, and the Governor’s minute of the 4tli Seplcmber, 1839, 
paragraph 36. 

t Sec Court’s letter of the 26th September 1839, which does not entirely interdict “ jn-ivate cor- 
" respondence.” 

X See the observations of General Lodwick, the late Resident, on the charge of tampering with 
the Sepoys. 
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The second article required that he should continue to pay the stipend to 
his brother, Appa Sahib, who has superseded him. 

The third required the dismissal of Bulwunt Row Chitnavees from the Raja’s 
councils. 

The fourth provides, that the Raja shall respect the guarantee given by the 
British Government to certain persons enumerated in a separate list, as well as 
any similar guarantee which may hereafter be extended to any other persms, 
for the protection of “their persons, property, and allowances of every descrip- 
“ tion.” 

To these guarantees, after the experience we have had of their inconve¬ 
nience in the case of the Guicowar, reasonable objections might, I think, be 
urged; but it was the preamble* to the new engagement which, probably, 
constituted the great obstacle to its acceptance by Bie Raja. 

The (’ourt have not put forth any statement of the specific facts and parti¬ 
cular discigsures on which they rely, and 1 can, therefore, only ojipose my 
general impressions to their general conclusions, without attempting to give 
a more exact analysis of the merits of the case. 

Nor is it incumbent upon me to suggest the course to be pursued on the 
present occasion, for the purpose of setting right that which maybe wrong. It is 
not my province to originate a proposition. My duty is, to examine and form my 
judgment upon the despatch submitted to us, in which 1 cannot concur. J am 
quite aware of the difficulties with which the question is encompassed, and I fully 
admit, that it would now be almost impossible to point out any course which 
would be altogether free from objection. Under such circumstances, 1 might, 
jierhaps, have spared myself the labour of the present discussion ; but when I 
find myself opposed to liigh authority, 1 should be wanting in the respect which 
is due to it, if I withheld the grounds of my opinion. 1 entertain the greatest 
respect for the judgment, prudence, moderation, and good feeling of Lord 
Auckland, and 1 only regret that his Lordship should have seen occasion to 
recede at all from Ids original view of the casi;, which appeared to me to be 
sound and just. 

The Court may, perhaps, have felt that, under existing circumstances, some 
concession must be maite to expediency, and they have, no doubt, come to 
that decision which, upon tlie whole, appcarctl to be most prudent, as well as 
justifiable and necessary. But holding, as I do, a very decided opinion, 1 
cannot subscribe to ]>rcmises which 1 do not admit, nor assist in maintaining a 
position which appears to me to be untenable, nor undertake to advocate a 
policy wliich I feel to be irreconcilable with the obligations of public justice. 

(Signed) H. Sr. G. Tuckeu. 

East-1 ndia House, 

1st April 1840. 


AT A CgURT OF DIRECTORS, 

Held 071 Tuesday, the ’‘jih April 1840, 

.lohn Cotton, Esq., a Member of that (’ourt, delivered in a Dissent from 
the despatch to Intlia in the Political Department, respecting the dethronement 
of the Raja of Satlara, which was approved on the 1st instant. The same was 
read, viz ,— 

DISSENT. 

Having voted against the draft of a despatch to India, which passed the 
Court on Wednesday last, the 1st instant, conveying, as it docs, an unqualified 

approval 

• “ Inlbrniiition having been received by the British Government, that your Highness, misled by 
“ evil advisers, had, in breach of the trcfity which placed ypu on the throne, entered into coramu- 
“ nications hostile to the British Government, an inquiry into these accusations was considered indis- 
“ pensable. I’his inquiry has salislied the British Government that your Highness lias exposed 
“ yourself to the sacrifice of its alliance and protection; nevertheless, moved by considerations of 
“ cleuieney towards your Highness and j'our family, the British Government has resolved entirely 
“ to overlook what has passed, on the following conditions.” 
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approval of the measures adopted by the Government of Bombay for the final 
settlement of the Sattara question, I deem it proper to place on record my 
reasons for giving such a vote. 

• First, in respect to the deposition of the Raja. 

* Because it appears by the minute of the late Governor of Bombay, Sir 
Robert Grant, dated 31st May 1838, and by the minutes of ti>u Governor 
General, ].ord Auckland, dated the 2Sd September and 29th December 1838, 
that however strong and conclusive the ex-parte evidence obtained against the 
Raja was considered to be, it was never contemplated by either of those autho¬ 
rities to depose the Raja absolutely, without first giving him the opportunity 
of ofiering an explanation of the charges established by evidence against him, 
or of refuting them altogether in a formal trial, or without the express sanction 
of the Home Authoritie.s. This view of the case is, moreover, confirmed by 
Sir James Carnac, in his minute of the 4th September last, in the following 
words: “ His Lordship therefore finally resolved not to act, but determined 
“ to await instructions from the Home Authorities on the case generally; the 
“mode of trial, if a trial was judged proper, and respecting the policy to be 
“ observed, in the event of the Raja being found guilty.” 

Because, in offering the Raja an amnesty for all alleged vioLations of the 
treaty, it was a distinct admission on the part of the Government, that his 
offences and guilt were not of that serious and dangerous character, as to 
render his deposal necessary; and his rejection of the amnesty, fettered with 
the terras and conditions proposed to him, furnished afterwards no just cause 
for resorting to the opposite and extreme measure of absolute deposition, and 
subjecthig him to the same degree of punishment and degradation as other 
princes who had been defeated and taken in open hostility against the British 
Governyaent. 

Because I am of opinion, that the obvious course to be pursued, after the 
rejection of tlie amnesty, would, in fairness and justice to the Raja, in accord¬ 
ance with the previous act of the Government itself, and in deference to the 
Home Aflthorities, have been to have deprived the Raia of power only, and 
to have assumed the admini.stration of the country, declaredly lor his behalf 
and that of his family, pending a reference to England for the final decision 
of the question. 

Secondly, in respect of the succession of the Raja’s brother, Appa Sahib. 

Because it appears not mci'ely that his elevation to the gadi was never 
proposed, cither by the late Governor of Bombay or by the Governor General, 
but they, as well as the other local authorities, were, in the event of the Raja’s 
deposal be^ig determined iqron, decidedly opposed to it, on the grounds of his 
conduct bearing strong marks of suspicion, not only of his having united with 
his brother, the Raja, in intrigues against the British Government, but of 
having engaged in intrigues himself, with a view to his own succession to the 
gadi, and because it had no sanction whatever from the Home Authorities. 

(Signed) John Cotton. 

7th April 1840. 


John Shepherd, Esq., likewise a Member of this Court, delivered in a Dissent 
from the despatch to India in the Political Department regarding the Sattara 
case. The same was read, viz .— 

Dissent. 

I concur gencrallyin the view taken of this important subject by my nondur¬ 
able Colleague, Mr. Tuckei-, which he has so ably expounded in his Dissent. 

The ofler of an amnesty to the Raja of Sattara having been finally decided 
upon, it was injudicious to clog it with .stipulations calculated to defeat its 
object. 

The preamble of the conditions, which his Highness was called upon to sign, 
entangled him in an admission of guilt. It also involved the Government in 
the glaring inconsistency of propounding a principle, which required the 

4 Y strongest 
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strongest proof of the Raja’.s unwoi-thiness to reign, as a necessary condition on 
wliich he was to be continued on the gadi. 

Who will deny that his rejection of the proposal furnishes presumptive evi¬ 
dence of his innocence, and raises him more in the estimation of the world, 
than if he had ignominiously complied, for the sake of retaining his so¬ 
vereignty ? ^ 

The setting up of Appa Sahib, who had manifested hostile and most un¬ 
natural feelings towards his brother—who had been long an anxious aspirant 
to the throne, and who was liimself .strongly suspected of being concerned in 
the Sattara intrigues —is, in my opinion, neither justified upon any view of 
policy or justice. 

Tlio policy of demonstrating the di.siiitcrestedness of the Government, of 
shewing that they are acluateci by no feelings of self-aggrandizement, would 
have been sufficiently exhibited, by untiertaking the management of the prin- 
cipalitv on the j'art of the Raja; ami ilie baneful e.xampie of disloyalty and 
intrigue being rewarded with a throne would have been avoided. 

These are briefly my imjiressioiis on liie two important jtoints; v/z. the lie- 
posal of the Raja, and the installation of liis brother as his successor : they are 
the result of a laborious and impartial investigation of the voluminous docn- 
incnts laid before the Court. 

(Signed) John SiiKi’iiicitt'. 

East-India House, 

•1th April 181-0. 


AT A COUlll' OF DIRECTORS, 

Held 071 IVed/icsdaij, the Hlh Jljtril 1840, 

John Forbes, Esq., a member ol’ this Court, delivered in a di.sseiit from (he 
despatch to India in tlie Rolitical J)o])artiiiei)t, respecting tlie dejfosilion of 
the Raja of Sattara, wliich was apjiroved on the 1st inslant. The same was 
read; vi \.— 

Dissent. 

'I'lic stability of IJritisli rule in India is so blended with its gootl name, 
that wluitevfi involves the one, must inevitably a'lect the other. To wliai 
extent onr emjiire of opinion in that quarter may liave been shocked, how far- 
tlu- atlachnients of the Natives to their ancient princes may have been woinuled, 
and ill what degree the confidence of the Native princes tlicmsilves in the 
justice of tlie British Government may liave been sliakcn by the proceedings 
against tlie Raja of Sattara, are questions too imyioi tant to British interests, and 
above all to the interests of public justice, to allow any one, however liunilile, 
to liave it inferred against iiim,^liatlic bad approved those proceedings, because 
he had taken no course to signify bis dissent. A brief and meagre document, 
comprising a few ill-written jiaragraphs, and called a despatch, has just passvtl 
the Court of Directors, conveying a complete approval of the measures of the 
Indian Government on the Sattara question, liad it taken a view, however 
short and summary, of the facts of the case, and stated reasons for concurring 
1 the measures of the Government abroad, some title to be considered “ a state 
lapei ” might have been accorded to it; but, wanting as it is in thc.se requi¬ 
sites, it is still further deficient in the essential characteristics of accuracy and 
consistency in the former, for affirming that, previously to the arrival of Sir 
James Carnac, " the case against the Raja had, in the progress of the inquiry, 
“ assumed a much more serious character than it presented when first brought 
“ to our noticeand in the latter, for deviating from the wise anti just disin¬ 
clination heretofore expressed, “ to attach serious importance to the allegations 
“ against the Raja.” In the interval of Sir James Carnac’s departure from 
tills country and his arrival at Bombay, no evidence that could fairly be called 
trustXvortliy had been obtained. Exposed, as the Kaja was, to the schemes of 
persons at once vindictive, interested, and ambitious—deprived of the support 
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and assistance of his own servants, but more particularly the favour of the Go¬ 
vernment having been withdrawn from him, it was no marvel that stories were 
coined as rapidly as they could be put into cftculation. This, indeed, is the 
(]^uality of all the evidence, from first to last, against the Raja; and, unhap¬ 
pily, the Government of India, and the Authorities at Home, have been the 
dupes, whilst the Raja has been the victim of such testimony. 

No fiction was too gross to obtain the implicit belief, and enjoy the elaborate 
vindication of the Indian Governments, wdiilst the most unwearying ingenuily 
wove a web of intrigue, which caught in its capacious folds, and converted 
into accomplices, the great states of I'mrope, the Pasha of Egyjjt, the venerable 
but insidious relic of Portuguese greatness at Goa, the deposed and dependent 
Princes of India, the tribes of Arbusthan,* the Raja of Nepal forsooth, ;«ul 
lastly, tlie maritime jtow er of the Hubshcc! It is to results obtained by evi¬ 
dence on whicli no grand jury in England would have sent a case to trial, that 
the Horae Government have attached their sanction and approval. •* 'fheir 
“ warm comiuendation of the conduct of Sir .lames Carnac, and their deep la- 
“ mentation, thattl:e Raja was so infatuated as to reject the liberal terms olicrcd 
“ to him,” induce some remarks on the j)i oceei!ings of that liuictioljary, befoi e 
consideration be bad for that monstrous violation anti ilefiaiicc of the Ibnns 
and principles ofllritisb justice, exhibited by all the authoritie.s, in absolutely 
puni.shing a supposed delinquent without trial. 

About three years previously to Sir .James Caruac’s a])pointment to Bom¬ 
bay, an inquiry, so called, bad been instituted into certain alleged intrigues of 
the Raja against the Rriiish Government, 'I’hc oj)inious of the members of the 
Govci ujuents of India and of Bombay', together with the sentiments of the 
Secret Gommittee, were from time to time recorded during the progress of 
that inquiry'. With hut one exception,! and that one ot' great value, tl;e 
mend)cr.< of the Goveriimeuts abroad eventually appear to have been satisfied 
with the cvid^ice adduced against, the Raja, lliough it will be seen that, down 
to a late period of the so called investigations, there was a good deal of doubt 
expressed by' individual members of the conciusiveness of the proof, as well as 
of the ex]>cdiency' of following out inquiries connected with allairs, not. oidy' 
in themselves of no importance, but presenting no groiuuls for ajjjncheusiou 
from other quarters. 

The Supreme Government addrcs.sing the Rombay Government, under date 
‘2d October 1SJ7> i^'id having bad before them the proceedings upon one of 
the charges against the Raja, which was that of combining with Native powers, 
and with i'luropean powers, allies of the IJritish, to overthrow the British 
Government, dc'claie their opinion, that no such coml)inaf.ious existed, Tl)ey 
observe: “As for the alleged combinations w'ith t!ie Portuguese and with 
“ .Arabia, alluded to in the documents which accompanietl your letter of BOtii 
“ ultimo, the Govirnor CJeneral in Council could not but icgard such plot.s 
“ (even bad the accoiints which iiad been i'urnished of them seemed le ss iin- 
“ probable than they' <lo) to !)e too extravagant to be entertained I'or a ino- 
“ ineiit by any person in his senses, while it ap'^ieais li\im the report of the 
“ Commission, thai. the Raja oi Sattara is by no means deficient in mider- 
“ standing,” 

With reference to any attempt, of tiie Raja to form a combination of this 
sort, and cspeeially with the ex-Raja of Nagpore, the Supreme Government 
state that, in the opinion of the Governor General, the evidence of the chief 
witness “ is in the highest degree suspicions.” “ The alleged communication 
“ (say the Goverumeiit) between Elojce Bappoo and the ex-Raja of Nagpore 
“ is admitted to have originated in some domestic concerns. The evidence of 
“that individual and Ids servant are full of discrepancies, and it was only^ 
“ after repeated examinations that they were induced to implicate the Raja of 
“ Satlara, as having any knowledge of the communications.” On another 
point which had been urged against the Raja by the Rombay Government, the 
Government of India in the same letter remark: “The Governor General in 
“ Council sees little or nothing in the evidence recorded in the documents 

” which 

t Mr. Shake.«pear, who will be adverted to hereafter. 
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*< which accooipanied your letter of tlie 4th ultimo, to inculpate the Raja. 
“ There is no direct evidence against his Highness of any kind, as regards the 
“ supposed intrigue with the Hubshee, save that the Hubshee’s Vakeel, who 
“ was a relative of Bulwunt Row Chitnavees, the hereditary secretary of state, 
“ was introduced to his Highness, that the Raja read a letter and afterwards 

threw it into the fire, and that he received a present of cocoa-nuts figom 
“ Bulwunt Row Chitnavees. Against the last-named individual crimiSality is 
“ established. There is nothing of a treasonable nature in the paper found 
“ concealed in the Doll; and if there was, evidence lias been given to prove 
“ that he (the Chitnavees) was the author of its contents.” 

So much for tire sufficiency of the evidence adduced in these particular in¬ 
stances. Then, as to the expediency of such inquiries, the Governor General, 
in the same letter (i^d October 1837), repeats a suggestion contained in the con¬ 
cluding paragraph of his letter of the 7th August, and yet more strongly urges 
“ the inconvenience and uncertainty of these proceedings, and the absolute 
“ necessity of bringing them to an early termination.” In a letter dated iCth 
October 1837, in reply to further letters (23d and 25th September 1837) from 
the Bombay Government, the Secretary to the Supreme Government states : 
“ The proceedings in the communications now acknowledged arc not such as 
“ to meet the approbation of his Lordship in Council.” In the same letter 
he further states: “ The papers now acknowledged have strongly confirmed 

the Governor General in Council in the opinion already expressed, that this 
“ perplexed and protracted scrutiny should be at once brought to a coiiclu- 
“ sion, or, at least, that all the collateral inquiries which have been in so many 
“ quarters instituted should be discontinued as soon as practicable, it being for 
“ the real interests of the British Government, whilst it watches and represses 
“ with vigilance and firmness the active movements of insurrection, to disregard 
“ rmnour.s, and even in many cases the realities of petty and ob.scurc ifitrigues, 
“ dependence being placed for the internal peace of the empirt^ipon its own 
“ manifest strength and the fears of the disafiected (of whom, in the very 
“ nature of things, from the transfer of power and property, there must be 
“ many), and upon the general interests of the populatiou, which cannot but 
“ be opposed to violent commotion. His Lordship in Council is sorry at fcel- 
“ ing him.seir compelled to add, that, in the present instance, the idea of mis- 
“ trust and insecurity on the part of the British Government may have been 
“ widely spread, from Rajpootana to Madras and Malabar, though the affair is 
“ one of no real importance to our power.” He adds: “ Against the further 
“ prosecution of those hazardous proceedings, the Governor General in*Coun- 
“ cil deems it incumbent upon him to interfere, so as to prevent any further 
“ aggravation of this evil.” 

Again, on the 23d of September 1838, Lord Auckland’s estimate of the cha¬ 
racter of the intrigues, in which it was alleged the Raja was engaged with Goa 
and Joudporc, shows still more decisively the extreme inexpediency of these 
gratuitous inquiries. He says: “ It being known that the secret has been dis- 
” covered, it may be impolitic not to take notice of that, from which, had we 
“ continued in real or affected ignorance of it, we should have sustained no 
“ harm.” 

Well would it have been for the sagacity of our Governors, if the principles 
laid down in the foregoing papers had been present to all the functionaries 
involved in these inquiries ? But no: the untiring assiduity of the Bombay 
Government collected, in large quantities, fresh materials for delusion. Evi¬ 
dence, oral and documentary, not a whit more worthy of belief than that which 
we have seen condemned by the Supreme Government, though infinitely more 
voluminous, was heaped upon the credulous judges of the poor Raja, until, by 
reiteration, the charges moulded into various forms, and with apparently 
greater claims to attention, came to be seriously entertained, and the Govern¬ 
ment were fairly driven from their prudential principles. At this period, a new 
actor appeared on the stage. And here let it be remembered, that whilst the 
full right is exercised of canvassing and condemning the proceedings of Sir 
James Carnac, there is no desire on the part of those whom his unfortunate 

policy 
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policy has brought into collision with him, to depreciate his excellent personal 
qualities, or to speak of him but with regard. 

Sir James Carnac, a member of the Court of Directors, moreover chairman 
of that court, and in right of that office a member of the Secret Committee, 
consequently in full possession of the facts relating to Sattara, left England to 
assume the Government of Bombay towards the beginning of 1839. He took 
outwit h him no instructions to depose the Raja. On the contrary, the univer¬ 
sal impresssion at the India House, confirmed by his own known opinions on 
the subject, was, that the new Governor was empowered not only to suppress 
all further inquiry, but to consign the entire question to complete oblivion. 
One vote, at least, in the Court of Directors was cordially given to the candi¬ 
date for the vacant Government, one voice was raised in congratulation, that 
among many grounds of qualification. Sir James Carnac felt for the wrongs of 
the Raja, and was resolved to stay his protracted j)ersecution. But what was 
the result? The new Governor, on his landing, fell under evil influence: 
poison was poured into his car by some insidious adviser; the idea of condi¬ 
tional pardon took the place of perfect oblivion, and the Ruja, under circum¬ 
stances in which his personal dignity appears to have been little consulted, was 
required to return to the confidence of the British Government, on terms 
whit h the sequel will show to have been equally harsh, uncalled for, and 
unwise. 

The ctmditions were embodied in a Mahratta memorandum, prefaced by 
reflections so gratuitously offensive, that if the Governor had desired the rejec¬ 
tion of his terms, he could not liave adopted means more certain to attain his 
object. 

His Highness was told that information, impcaching his good faith towards 
the power that had ))laced him on the throne, had induced the British Govern¬ 
ment to’makc inquiries; that those inquiries had satisfied them of his guilt; 
that he Ifad therefore forfeited their good opinion, and lieservcd to lose all the 
advantages w^iicli he had heretofore enjoyed under their favour; and lastly, 
that if he hoped for pardon, he must sign a confession of guilt! No impartial 
man will deny, that the signing of these terms was a complete implication of 
sucli confession. W'as this the oblivion untrammelled by terms? Was this am¬ 
nesty, which common sense would define to be a total erasure from the memory? 
On the contrary, the royal victim of this oblivion was required to record a per¬ 
manent, ever-present, self-attested proof of his own treachery and ingratitude; 
and tlie bitterness of such treatment was aggravated by the stern denial of all 
opportunity of explanation or defence- 

The first condition, upon the face of it, was superfluous. The Raja was 
called upon to say that he would “ strictly, and in good faith,” act up literally 
to all the articles of the treaty of the asth September 1819/and especially the 
second article of that treaty, which is as follows: 

“ The Raja, for himself, his heirs and successors, engages to hold the terri- 
“ tory in subordinate co-opeiation with the British Government; and lobe 
” guided in all matteis by the advice of the British Agent at his Highness’s 
“ Court.** 

This was a mere repetition rf the seconil article of the treaty by which his 
Highness was already bound. Besirles, if the Government had'reason to be¬ 
lieve that his Highness had infringed it, the mere reiteration of it could hardly 
have made it more stringent. But to talk of the Raja “ holding his territory 
“ in subordinate co-operation,” is to infer that he does, or can, holil it indepen¬ 
dently of the British Government. The idea is ludicrous to a degree. The 
Raja of Sattara is a powerless prince, whom, cti the first act of hostility, a single 
regiment would divest of his territory. He holds that territory in the most 
complete and .inevitable subordination and dependence, and therefore, with si> 
obvious a fact before the Governor, and aflcr what he had himself recorded on 
this point, the demand made upon his Highness was an act of gratuitous 
severity.* No higher authority than that of General Robertson can be adduced, 
against so much of the condition in question as might be supposed to pontrol 
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the right of correspondence; and when the advocates of justice avail themselves 
of opinions, rendered doubly valuable by the long official intimacy of him who 
holds them with the victim of these proceedings, the lovers of independence, 
of a straightforward, liigh, and honourable bearing, will gladly offer to that 
gallant and intelligent officer the humble, but hearty testimony of their admi¬ 
ration. General iiobertson says: “ Now, in regaril to the article, though it 
“ was, no doubt, highly necessary to require the Raja's assent to it when,,the 
“ treaty was first framed, and when society was unsettled, and our authority 
“ was not so rooted as it is now, yet it does not follow that it was to be so 
“ strictly enforced in ail times ensuing, and when circumstances no longer 
“ required the same caution. As times change, so do laws, especially laws 
“ which are highly penal: also, after a time, the very stringent articles in 
“ treaties came to be silently modified and relaxed, and scarcely, if this is ever 

the case, a breach of such laws and treaties is [)unished with the full penaU 

ties attached to it. The present is an instance in which such a principle 
“ should be recognised.”* 

But further he tells us, that Sir John Malcolm had actually relaxed that 
article of the treaty; so that, even at a period when greater strictness might 
have been neccs.sary, a modification was permitted, which, in tiu? present more 
matured and settled state of .society, lias been thought to be too perilous to 
the British powpr to be continued. 

But the privilege of corresponding without the intervention of the Resident 
was admitted by no less an authority than the Home Government, who dis¬ 
tinctly told the Raja, when he sent to the care of the Court letters addre.ssed 
by him to three gentlemen in England, that though they could not be the 
medium of his correspondence, there was no restriction whatever ypon his 
direct correspondence. 

The Raja has been blamed for employing other agency than that of the 
Resident: but, not to speak of the inconsiderateness of this blame, hnder the 
peculiarly difficult position of the Raja, who, on the one hand, had been 
deprived of his servants, and on the other, was repulsed by the “ reserve ” 
of the Resident, its propriety, and indeed good policy, have been fully recog¬ 
nised by the Governor General himself: for wliat does his secretary say, in 
addressing the Bombay Government on the Kith October 1837 ? He says : 
“ I am desired at tlie same time to state, with reference to the altered state of 
“ European society, ami to the freedom of access to tliis country now granted, 
” that tlic policy may be questionable, of discouraging respectable individuals, 
“ like Dr. Milne, from undertaking the defence of Natives of rank, who would 
“probably be diiven by such <iiscouragement to resort to the aid of adven- 
“ turers, careless alike of the reputation of the accused and of their own Govern- 
“raent.” . 

So far, then, the second and fifth articles of the treaty have been .signally 
relaxed and modified by the liighest authorities, both at home and abroad. 
After the actual cessation of these restraints, both as to correspondence and 
the interveiUion of the Resident, no surprise ought reasonably to be felt at 
the rejection of this condition. On the contrary, it must be plain that, to be 
again subjected to them, would be a state of subserviency and degradation, 
hurtful to his dignity and to the efficient administration of his country. But 
will any man of common feeling, will any right-tliinking Englishman, say that, in 
this particular case, the suffering party ought to have been debarred from the 
protection which he implored, from any quarter in which he saw a disposition 
to sympathize and protect? Wliat says the Acting Resident?t “1 waited 
“ upon his Highness the Raja, and delivered the letter to him from the Right 
“ Honourable the Governor, acquainting him of my appointment to officiate 
“as Resident. Very little passed on this occa.sion. His Highness's manner 
“ was conciliatory, and he professed himself willing to give every information in 
“ his power.” Again : “ In the interviews above alluded to, the Raja showed 

an 


* Speech or General Robertson in the debate at the East India House, lebruary ISth, on the 
case of the Raja of Hattara. 

\ To Secretary to Governor of Bombay, 24th June 1837. 
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“ an inclination to put himself in my hands; but as my communications with SATTAR/. 
“ him at this crisis are necessarily reserved and distant, in accordance with ray VAl’ERS- 
“ instructions, this feeling on his part must be expected to wear off’.” Court orl>irect 

A policy more fatal to confidence could not have been devised, or one « A^ril lb4( 

more certain to create other modes of communication. The Raja naturally IJisseni. 
fi^t alarmed and doubtful. He could have no assurance tliat his wishes would 
be ^conveyed to Government, and sought, by other channels, that access 
which the repulsive demeanour of their Resident had utterly closed against 
him. 

The second condition stipulated for the payment to Appa Sahib of all 
allowances heretofore received by him, that he should be put in possession of 
all his private property, and that, should any disputes arise on this head, it 
was to be adjusted by the Resident. He was, moreover, to be permitted to 
reside at any place he' himself might choose, under the protection of the llri- 
lish Government. 

The Raja freely accepted this condition, lie discharged from his recollec¬ 
tion the deep injuries he had received from his brotlicr, and all his ingratitude, 
and thus exhibited a noble disposition, the reverse of that “ unscrupulous vin- 
dictiveness ” which has been imputed to him.* 

'J'hc third condition demanded that the Chilnavces (or hereditary secretary 
of state) should be dismissed fi'om his Highness’s counsels, and not permitted 
to reside within the Saltara territories, without the sanction of the British 
Go\-ernment. The Raja did not yield a reluctant assent to this proposition. 

That assent was consistent with what had formerly happened. On the 12th 
August 183G, the Bombay Government declared, that tlie compliance or non- 
compliance, on the part of the Raja, with the demand of the Resident for the 
surrender of the parties charged with the attempt on the fidelity of the troops, 
might be held to be a test of his guilt or innocence. On the 7th October 
Colonel 4>odwick, then Resident, who was so doubtful of the Raja’s compli¬ 
ance that he had actually pointed out the propriety of taking military posses¬ 
sion of Sattara, reported that, within one hour from his departure from the 
l)alace, the prisoners arrived. 

The fourth condition was as follows: “The persons whose names are 
“ inserted in a separate list having been guaranteed by the British Government 
“ in person, property, and allowances of every description, as the same stood 
“ in July 183G, this guarantee is to be binding on your Highness, and all com- 
“ plaints against them are to be referred to the Resident. Should it appear 
“ necessary, hereafter, to the British Government to add the names of any 
“ other persons to this list, the same guarantee is to be extended to them ; and 
“ it is to be acteil upon in good faith by your Highness, in any manner that 
“ may be pointed out by the British (iovernment. All complaints against 
“ these persons are to be referred to the British Resident for his adjustment,” 

If the feelings of the unhappy victim of arbitrary power had previously been 
hurt, by the attempt to wrest from him a consent to his own degradation, a 
pro{>osaI sueli as this, so replete with offence, alone was wanting to fill the 
measure of his indignation and despair. Was it tlirough the medium of such . 
a demand as this that liis Highness’s penetration “ wotild recognise tlie mode- 
“ ration of the British Government, and the expediency of a prompt acquies- 
“cence?” 

'1 he acceptance of this condition would hav'e placed the Raja in an atmos¬ 
phere of disappointed intrigue and thwarted ambition. He would have been 
enveloped for tlie remainder of his days in a cloud of lus enemies, whose fresh 
malignities would have been fed by the impunity wrung from their victim. 

And to whom was he to appeal ? He, a sovereign jiriuce, to appeal for protec¬ 
tion from his own subjects ? To no other than the Resident; to the very 
functionary who had calmly listened to, and placidly believed, all theif original 
statements, wliich, under the influence of a most lamentable credulity, he 
received with encouragement, and represented with alacrity', as evidence beto¬ 
kening a great convulsion. 

• There 

• Minute of Governor General, ?9:h December 183S, j ar-igrapli 3, • 
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SATTAHA There was no necessity either to propose or to press the fourth condition. 

PAPERS. Xhe Raja’s ready assent to the second proposition, namely, that of a real, 
urt <>r Directors, not a nominal amnesty to his brother Appa Sahib, might surely have been 
8 April 1840. taken as an earnest of his forgiving temper ; but, if this were not sufficient. 
Dissent. the repeated assurances of tiie Raja, that he would do his enemies no harm, 
tliat is, that he would neither contrive nor sanction mischief against them 
for their machinations against him, ought to have preserved him from this pffi- 
cial importunity. 

The fourth condition would only have been justifiable by a fair trial. If 
the Raja had been condemned, either dcposal or pardon would have followed. 
If the former, a guarantee would, of course, have been superfluous; if the 
latter, it might have been insisted upon. But if the Raja had been acquit¬ 
ted, then it was clear that the witnesses were persons at once perjured and 
infamous, and’unworthy of all protection. 

So far from leniency and moderation, these terms were most, harsh and 
oppressive. They could have been accepted only by conscious guilt or a 
debased spirit; but to a man who felt aggrieved, first by wrongs of w'hich he 
had complained for years without redress, then by unjust charges, and lastly 
by the refusal of a fair trial or any trial at all, it was a gross aggravation of the 
injuries inflicted upon hiiii, to assume that he was guilty of ingratitude and 
treachery. Tlie Raja’s prompt and steady rejection of all terms, unless full 
opportunity had been given for the vindication of his character, even though 
• that rejection involved the forfeiture of his throne, is the strongest moral 
proof of the Raja’s innocence, worthy of his high and ancient lineage, and of 
universal respect and admiration. 

But if the impropriety of the course adopted by the Government.bc good 
ground for withholding “ the warm comineiulation ” so freely accorded by the 
Court, the reasons for dissenting from the despatch are infinitely incrl>ased in 
force by the melancholy fact, that not one single word of reprehlension is 
addressed to the Government abroad for their great irregularity, to say the 
least of their jrroceedings, in not giving the Raja a fair trial; nay, as 1 have 
before said, a trial at ail. 

A great deal of speculation agitated the respective Governments as to the 
precise form of trial; but every jdan tliat was suggested presented so much 
difficulty and was so full of inconvenience ; so much alarm existed, that the 
Raja, in the prosecution of his defence, might increase the embarrassments 
which had already resulted from the cx-parlc inquiries ; ami more than all, so 
sensitive were the authorities on tlie score of the Raja’s dignity, and so jea¬ 
lous of any offence against it, by bringing bun before a judicial tribunal, 
notwithstanding the anxiety of the object of all this tenderness to be heard in 
his vindication, that it was at length determined, with much delicacy and con¬ 
sideration, at once to depose the Raja without the affront of a trial! 

Three modes of dealing with the Raja offered themselves to the mind of Sir 
James Carnac. First, a formal trial; secondly, hostile operations; thirdly, 
remonstrance, passing over his offences, and signifying a hope tliat clemency 
might give rise to better feelings. 

The first of these measures, to which alone it is intended to advert, received 
no favour from the Governor; because he was of opinion there was no ordinary 
tribunal to which the Raja could be made amenable, and a special one must 
be organized, viz. a Commission. But this, in his view, would have been 
objectionable, because it would have exposed the Government to suspicion. 
The fair fame of the Government might liave been damaged by the proceed¬ 
ings of a Commission composed of tiieir servants. 

The next objection to a trial by Commission was, that thereby the 
Government might seem to determine that the Raja was a subject of that 
Government. 

The applicability of this objection to the inquiries that had already taken 
place was apparently too unimportant to have occurred to the Governor. 

Thep came a powerful objection, revealing the great, the irrejirossible con¬ 
sideration and tenderness already adverted to, viz. that by trying him, the 
Government would be accused of degrading a sovereign from hisacknowlctlgcd 
, '' rank. 
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rank, of offering' violence to his feelings and dignity, and of assuming a right 
of superiority to. which we have no just claim. 

If the Governor felt that there was little force in these “ accusations,” which 
hg tells us he did, why did he give effect to them by not trying the Raja ? But, 
consistently with his dread of them, he ought to have refrained from the first 
of his notable conditions, referring to the “ subordinate co-operation” of the 
state of Sattara. 

Next came a remarkable objection, which requires no comment. Such a 
Commission as has been recommended would appear inexpedient, unless we 
were quite certain of the result; for if the inquiry should terminate in an 
acquittal, we should lose something in point of cliai acter, while the Raja would 
be little benefited. 

The Governor proceeds to say: “ A prince suspended from ifis sovereignty 
” and put upon his trial, even though acquitted, would be irreparably injured 
“ in the estimation of his subjects. He would command little respect from 
“ them, when they saw with how little respect he was treated by his ally.” 
The opinion of a Governor, who had seen so much of Native princes, is 
undoubtedly to be treated with resjiect; but it must, in this case, be received 
with caution, because the Raja, who may fairly be held to be a competent 
judge upon the point, earnestly invited the fullest investigation. 

'I'he last objections are, in the view of the Governor, quite conclusive, 
namely, that no more information would be gained beyond what they already 
had ; and that the (-ommission would only prolong a state of uncertainty and 
irritation, which had continued long enough, and thus be a source of mis¬ 
chief. . 

Here was the fatal error, the ineffaceable stain upon all the proceedings of 
the Go\Vrninent. They conceived that inquiiy on one side alone was essen¬ 
tial to accurate conclusions; and it will be oidy fair to assume, that they 
adopted this unilateral proceeding, because they inferred that the Raja, unlike 
ail other criminals, had nothing to say why judgment should not be passed 
upon him. 

The Governor General, under date 11th July 1R.39, assents to all these 
opinions. He, too, “ sees the embarrassments of a formal trial,” and ” all the 
“ objections that would be raised, in quarters of the highest authority, against 
“ a summary act of extreme severity,” and “is compelled to acknowledge the 
“ expediency of the milder course,” But mark what follows. He relies upon 
the judgment and discretion of the Governor, but fairly invites him to depose 
the ilaja, by assuring him that he is prepared to support any strong decision 
upon which he may determine, whether that decision he for tlie deposition of 
the Raja, the substitution of liis brother, or for any other modified course of 
curtailing his political and military power. 

Mr. Bird, in his minute of the 11th .Vpril 1839, and indeed all the then 
members of the Government, suggest difficulties in the way of a Commission 
sitting upon the Raja; but it seems to have escaped them, that it was upon 
evidence obtained before a Commission that a case was framed, on which, in 
conjunction with the other ill-supported charges, they were all prepared to 
adopt a course of the severest character against the Raja.* "After giving 
credence to the evidence before the Commission, fatally to the interests of 
justice, these gentlemen hold, that the case “ ought not to be judicially treated, 
“ because it is entirely political.” How came it, then, that it was by means of 
a Commission, a strictly judicial tribunal, that tin's political offender was 
deemed by them to be guilty, and ultimately punished ? If another inquiry by a 
Commission had not, as they say, been beset with difficulties of all sorts, it is 
fair to infer they would have granted it. But if they were satisfied, as they 
say they were, why admit that they would have granted another? If it was 
because a suspicion arose in their minds, that the poor Raja had not had a fair 
opportunity of defending himself, then the first inquiry and all its results are 
valueless, and ought to be revoked. 

But ifi in the whole of this voluminous and complicated case, a 'cogent 

example 

• Bengal Secret Consultations. Resolution of Government of India, 1st May 1839. 
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SATTARA example were wanting, of the evil of confiding in an inquiry conducted with 

PAPERS. reference to the merits of one side alone, it would be found.in tlie history of 

-niirt cliargc against the Raja, of attempting to seduce from their allegiance 

8 Aprn 1840 ’ three Native officers of the Company’s army . 

Jiissent. On the 22d July 1836, Colonel Lodwick transmitted to the Governor of 

Bombay the depositions of two Soobadars of the 23d regiment, to the effect 
that attempts had been made on their fidelity by a Brahmin, hitherto unknown 
to them, who stated himself to be an emissary of various states, who had 
combined together, with the privity of the Sattara Raja and his Dewan, to 
expel the British from India. A Havildar was also represented to have been 
subjected to the attempts of the Brahmin. His deposition was not taken on 
the 22d July, when the other two officers made their depositions: he was not 
examined until the 3d October. Subsequent proceedings were reported from 
time to time, implicating the Raja; but doubt rested on the mind of Colonel 
Lodwick, as to whether there was really a plot after all. He observes: “ It is 
“ truly vexatious, that every arrangement tending to discover the plot, if there 
“ really is one, should be marred.”* This was followed by the arrest, on the 
7th October, of several persons charged with being concerned in the con¬ 
spiracy, if there were one,- namely, Govind Row, Dewan, in the service of the 
Raja of Sattara; Vntajee, a begging Brahmin, the person first mentioned, re¬ 
siding in Sattara ; Pursusham, a perfumer, nephew to the Brahmin, residing in 
the same place ; and Cooshea Maloo, a menial in the service of CJovind Row. 
The Gov'Crnor resolved to appoint a Secret Commission for a full inquiry into 
the case, and he nominated Colonel Lodwick, Mr. Willoughby, and Colonel 
Ovans, to be members of the Commission. 

The proceedings of the Commissioners began at Sattara on the 12th October 
1836, and closed on the 6th November 1836. *’ 

The Commission received the depositions of all the persons above-mfeniioncd, 
and they also examined the Raja of Sattara. 

The evidence of other persons was also taken, together with that of a AV//iw, 
whose name is not mentioned from his fear of the consequences, but whom it 
may be well to mention in this place, because he was the secret spring of the 
plot imputed to the Raja, but in truth the dtiej'conspirator against that prince, 

“ Rallnjee Punt NalooP 

The result of the inquiry was the conviction, on the part of the Commission, 
of the existence of the conspiracy, and the guilty participation of the Baja. 
But the Commissioners remark, “ The conspiracy proved before ns is not of 
“ the extensive and dangerous nature inferred from the first reports on the 
“ subject. It is, in fact, as far as we can see, of the most contempiible descrip- 
“ tion, consisting merely of an attempt on the part of his Highness tlic Raja 
“ of Sattara, his Dewan, and an intriguing Brahmin of the worst character, to 
“ seduce two Soobadars and a Havihlar, and, doubtless through their means, 

“ the Sepoys of the 23d regiment from their allegiance, and to secure them to 
“ his Highness’s interest on some future occasion of need.” 

The Bombay Government, in their resolutions, dated 12th December 1836, 
express their concurrence, generally, in the views of the Commissioners, • 
agreeing with them, tliat the evidence they liad submitted was sufficient to 
convict the Raja of having tampered with the Native officers. In a minute of 
January 1837 the’Governor states, that “ no overt act has been proved against 
“ the Raja and that, as the evidence may not be deemed sufficient to justify 
the adoption of an extreme course against the Raja, suggests that a middle 
course should be adopted. In a minute dated 15th August 1837, he adverts 
to the preceding minute ; and, in connection with the charge against his 
Highness, of having attempted to corrupt tlie Native officers, observes ; “ The 
“ case against the Raja was not at tliat time a very strong one. The evidence, 

“ though satisfactory to us, was such as might he questioned, without dny obsti- 
" mtte incredulity.” He adds, his opinion, as to the course which should be 
adopted towards the Raja, had changed, in consequence of further information 
respecting the views and proceedings of his Highness. But it should be re¬ 
marked. 


* 2d October 1839, I,cttcr to (Colonel Felix. 
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marked, that this additional information does not bear upon the charge of his 
attempt to corrupt the Sepoys. The case against the Raja in tliis particular, 
which was not strong in January 1837, had not acquired any strength in tlie 
succeeding month of August. The evidence remained in the latter month as 
it was in. the former; such as “ might be questioned without any obstinate 
“ iycredulity.” 

Tlie “confessions” of the Dewan are mucii relied on, as proof against the 
Raja ; but when the circumstances under which tliey were obtained are con¬ 
sidered, it is impossible not to see that they were wholly worthless as evidence, 
and would have been rejected by any properly constituted tribunal. He had 
already made a partial confession, which was tiiought by the Bombay Govern¬ 
ment to be important as far as it went, and further disclosures were expected ; 
but, relative to these, the Government of India make the following remarks :* 
“ Except from the statement which may probably be made by Govind Row, 
“ his Lordship in Council sees nothing in all this evidence wliich is likely to 
“ throw light on the conduct of the Raja, so far as it is proper or incumbent 
“ on us to inquire into it, and under the circumstances of recent strict duress 
“ and expected liberty, under which this evidence is to be elicited, it must be 
“viewed with very considerable caution.” And afterwards, in the same dcs- 
jratci), the Government of India observe: “ The Governor General in Council 
“will look with some anxiety^, though, under the circumstances, not without 
“ suspicion, to any further confession which he may offer to support by direct 
“ and substantial proof, which may^ be made by Govind Row, as tending to 
“ weaken or confirm the original charge made against the Raja or any of his 
“ family^^f attempting to setiuce our iScpoys from their allegiance.” 

The strict “duress” in which Ciovind Row was placed was a judicial ex¬ 
pedient'so new to English justice, that the employment of it is another proof 
that the Raja had not had a fair trial. 

The facts are these. In December 1835, the Dewan’s mother addressed a 
letter to the Governor, directly implicating in an alleged conspiracy the Raja 
ofSattaraand his family. This document was not received until March 1836. 
The allegations contained in it were acknowledged to be important, and to 
demand inquiry. An inquiry was not instituted until the following July. 
When the investigation was directed to be commenced, promises of lenient 
treatment in respect to her son w'ere made, by' orders of Governineut, to the mo¬ 
ther, provided her statements should prove to be well founded. Witnesses were 
required : they did not come forward. The reason of their not coming forward 
Colonel Ovans, the Acting Resident at Sattaia, represented to be a belief, on 
the part of Govind Row’s friends, that his release was certain ; and, to obviate 
this difficulty. Colonel Ovans recommended the }>lacing the Dewan in close 
confinement. To this proposition the Government acceded, and the prisoner 
W'as removed from Foona, where he had hitherto been kept, to Ahmeduugger. 
Witnesses came forward ; but satisfactory evidence, so called, was not obtained. 
The Dewan continued in close confinement. At length, however, some of his 
relations were permitted to visit him, and at their instigation he made the 
“ confessions.” Not only tvas that evidence of a most doubtful nature, but 
the whole of the evidence taken before the Commission was such as ought to 
have excited the greatest suspicion. 

The three Native officers have given contradictory evidence, and have 
been contradicted by other witnesses. Independently of his worth as a 
witness, what is the instance of laxity “of morals,” as it is called by the Com¬ 
mission, which ought to have been conclusive of Soogoolain Sing’s qualifi- 
cations, and vitiated all his testimony ? “ 1 asked him (Untajee),t why ilo 

“you make these inquiries? When he said, 1 will tell you if you^taku an 
“ oath. 1 said, I swear by Gunga, by the Goddess Bhowauee in tlie fort, and 
“ by yourself, being a Brahmin. The witness (liere explains the Commission) 
“ observes that he did this to give the Brahmin confidence, but not in the 
“ mariner in which he has now taken his oath on the Geeta and Koolsec. The 

“ latter 

* IGtli October J8‘j7. midressed to ISonibay Governineut. 

f Extract 8uogooIam Sing’s deposit! Jii before tbe Commission, 14tli October 1833. 
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“ latter he considers most binding, but the former was lo deceive* as his 
“ suspicions were excited by the Urahmiu’s inquiries.” The anonymous 
Native who has been divested of the secrecy that surrounded him, Dallajee 
Punt Natoo, was highly praised by the Commission tor his respectability, 
veracity, and intelligence. “ His sources of information are evidently good?” 
say the Commission, <* as Itis statements in one or two instances have been 
” verified by the event.” But what is his cliaracter as a-witness? Defeated 
in the chief object of his ambition, that of discharging the functions ofDewan, 
the whole oP his career has been one untiring intrigue against the Raja. In 
1835 he appears giving informalioti respecting certain alleged treasonable 
proceedings against the Raja, which, upon strict inquiry. Colonel Lodwick 
ascertained to be wholly unfounded. 

Mr. fShakespear (minute lltb May 1837) justly characterizes these pro¬ 
ceedings against the Raja thus: If it be asked, why I suppose such an 

“ intrigue possible? I answer, that it appears from Colonel Lodwick’s letter 
“ of 13th August 1830, tltat attempts had been made, some months before, to 
“prejudice the Resident against the Raja; but that, notwithstanding his 
“ informant* was highly respectable, he attaches no importance to the 
“ information : he did not think it deserving of report to his Government, 
“ though it was apparently almost as susceptible of proof as this story of the 
“ Brahmin.” 

Before the Commission he appears giving evidence founded on statements 
made by the Raja’s brother, Appa tsaliib, whose Dew'an he was appointeil the 
instant Ajtpa Sahib ascended the gadi. But if his evidence ^ere sus¬ 
picious on these grounds, the additional fact is stated of his having lent 
money to one of the Raja’s Jagheerdars, the repayment of which could alone be 
obtained by the deposal of the Raja, in contravention of whose orders that 
money had been advanceil. * 

Coosliea Maloo, whose evidence is supposed by the Commission lo be 
strongly corroboiativc of the statements of the officers, was proved to have 
been guilty of tlieft some years since, and to have been inimical to the 
Dcwaii, on account of an act of injustice he conceived he had suffered from 
him. This corroboration would liardly be admitted to be of much value, 
seeing that, though he confirmed the statements of the officers as to their 
visits to the Dew'an, he does not corroborate their statements in respect to 
circumstances which occurred during the interviews. Dr. Milne, on behalf 
of the Raja, submitted to the Government of Bombay a deposition, in wliicli 
the deponent states Cooshca Maloo had confessed having borne false witness 
against the Dewan, and, with expressions of great sorrow, lamented his having 
done so. 

Mr. Shakespear, in his minute 11th May, observes: “In regard to the 
“ Dewan’s servant, the omission of so material a circumstance as being witness 
“ to their first interview with the Dewan cannot fail to excite in the mind of 
“ any one accustomed to sift Native evidence, a suspicion that he was brought 
“ forward to fill up a link in the chain of swearing against the Dewan, which, 
“ without his evidence, might have been insufficient.” In Cooshea Maloo, 
the Commission view a corrohorative and trustworthy witness, whose evidence 
rendered the strict cross-examination of the Native officers unnecessary. It 
was the evidence of this person that induced the C(;mmission to make the 
following observation. “ Wc consider that the two interviews at the Dewan’s 
“ house have been corroborated in a most extraordinan/, and as regards the 
“ Native officers, we may almost providential manner** 

Pursushani corroborated some of the statements of the Native officers, to the 
extent of their having been at his house with Untajee, and their having gone 
out disguised in cloaks, which they had put on in his shop. 

Anund Bhutt, or Untajee, the Commission represent to be “ an intriguing 
“ Brahmin of the worst character.” His relations state, that they cannot trust 
him, and avoid him. He was proved to be a common cheat, and a thief. As a 
witness, as it might be expected under these circumstances, he would tell one story, 
and then another. Tlie Commission observe, “ he prevaricates by the hour;” and 

he 


* Ballajee Punt Natoo. 



fafmielf to be the sole author of the plof; thaC all' SATTa! 
MllraiMebtait^s he had made to the Native officers were false ; ^at what' PAPERS 
hb baoWrtiSd liSilbre the Commission to have taken place at the Detran's »nd7r.Lrtir..fravj 
dUithe flea's was also fhlse; and that he did take the Soobadais to thosnL $Apriir 
^K^to make their salaam, and for no bther purpose, having preidously Oi<i^ 
detriid that he had taken them either tb the l^ewan’s or to the RajaV 
Buf what can be more cbnduidve against Ibe evidence oh this charge, than 
the valuable minute of lldr.Sii^espear, daied 11th May 1897? He denounces 
rtie whole of the evidence: he 1 om» ** in vain for any thing tangible or solid," 

<^iD the shaph of proof, for his mind to fest uponf moreover, he cannot 
understand on what principle the Commission abstained from cross-examining 
the Native officers, as to the discrepancies in their original depositions compared 
with those given befbre them. The Commission feebly vindicate their conduct 
in omitting this indispensable process in all inquiries, 'and only display their 
lamentable incompetency to the duties entrusted to them. 

In a word, then, as to the charges against the Raja. On the first chargCji 
that of tampering with the Native officers, the highly judicial mind of Mr. 

Shakespear has stamped the whole of the proceedings before the Committee 
as inconsequential and worthless; and, on a recent occasion, a member of that 
very Commission publicly declared his lasting sorrow, that he had not protested 
against its report.* 

On the second charge, independently of the opinion of the Governor Gene¬ 
ral before adverted to, on the incredible extravagance of the Goa intrigue, 
anotlier Member of the Council, after an elabonte exposure of the evidence, 
is undef the necessity of making an important admission. *'lf,” says Mr. 

Robertspn, ** the case stood by itsdf, it might be questionable in how far it 
“ could ^e ebnsidered conclusive; but, taken in conjunction wi^ the others 
“ now before us, it cannot be denied that it brings a vast accession to the body 
“ of proof on recoid against the Raja of Sattara.^f It will be obvious, that 
the opinion of Mr. Robertson, thus conditionally put, is not of the less value; 
for It was his province, as a judge, to take each case'by itself; to separate and 
define the merits of each, and not to confound them. The inference, from his 
manner of stating his opinion, undoubtedly is, tliat he held the charge in 
question not established by itself. 

The third charge, of correspondence with the ex-Raja of Nagpore. Really 
the mere statement of these charges defies all gravity: it is satisl^torily disposed 
of by the Governor General on the 2d October I 8 S 7 . 

When the estimate of the Raja’s character, entertained no long while since 
by the British Government, is called to mind, it is difficult to believe, either 
that he could have descended so rapidly from his acknowledged virtue, br*been 
treated as he has been. In 1829 the Court are impressed with a highly 
» favourable opinion of the administration of the Rma of Sattara. He appears 
** to be remarkable among the princes of India xor his mildness, frugality, 

** and attention to business; to be sensible of what he owes to the British 
" Government, hnd of the necessity of maintaining a good understanding w ith 
‘ it; nor do<s he, in bis intei’course with ‘your officers, fbrnish any grounds of 
*' complaint, except an occasional manifestatibn of that jealousy or our cou- 
trolling power, which it can hardly be expected thftt any Native princes, 

" however well disposed to us, should ehtirely suppress.” 4: ^ 

AgBin.§ •* The iitformation which your reedrus supply, as to the proceed- 
ings of the RtQa of Sattara, conticlues to confirm the highly favourable 
** opinion we bad formed of his disposition and of his capacity for Govera- 
** ment. ' ^ ^ 

** His administration of a certain jagheer is described as baling been di8tii!u*ii 
** guished for good sense and disinterestedness. His conduct to the dependent 
*' Ja'gheerdars was just and conciliatory; and in his general government, wbilr 
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“ latter lie considers most binding, but the former was to deceive* as his 
“ suspicions were excited by the Brahmin's inquiries,” The anonymous 
Native who has been divested of the secrecy that surrounded him, liallajee 
Punt Natoo, was liighly praised by the Commission for his respectability, 
veracity, and intelligence. “ Ilis sotirces of information are evidently good;” 
say tlie Commission, “ as liis statements in one or two instances have been 
“ verified by the event.” But what is his character as a-witness? Defeated 
in the chief object of his ambition, that of discharging the functions ofDewan, 
the whole oriiis career has been one untiring intrigue against the Raja. In 
1835 he appears giving information respecting certain alleged treasonable 
proceedings against tlie Raja, which, upon strict inquiry. Colonel Lodwick 
ascertained to be wholly unfounded. 

Mr. Miakespear (inimite 11th May 1837) justly characterizes these pro¬ 
ceedings against tiie Raja thus: If it be asked, why I suppose such an 

“ intrigue possible ? I answer, that it appears from Colonel Lodwick’s letter 
“ of 13th August 183(1, tliat attempts had been made, some months before, to 
“prejudice the Resident against the Raja; but that, notwithstanding bis 
“ informant* was bigiily respectable, he attaches no importance to the 
“ information : he did not think it deserving of report to his Government, 
“ tiiongh it was apparently almost as susceptible of proof as this story of the 
“ Braliuiin.” 

Before the Commission he appears giving evidence founded on statements 
made by the Raja’s brother, Appa Saliib, whose Dowan he was appointed the 
instant Appa Sahib ascended the gadi. But if bis evidence ^cre sus¬ 
picious on these grounds, the additional fact is stated of his having lent 
money to one of the Raja’s Jaghecnlars, the repayment of which could alone be 
obtained by the deposal of the Raja, in contravention of whose orders that 
money had been advanced. 

Coosliea Maloo,. whose evidence is supposed by the Commission to be 
strongly corroborative of the statements of the officers, was proved to have 
been guilty of tlieft some years since, and to have been inimical to the 
Dewaii, on account of an act of injustice he conceived he had suffered from 
him. This corroboration would hardly be admitted to be of mncli value, 
seeing that, though he confirmed the statements of the officers as to their 
visits to tlie Dewan, be tlots not corroborate their statements in respect to 
circumstances wliich occurred during the interviews. Dr. Milne, on behalf 
of the Raja, submitted to the Government of Bombay a deposition, in which 
the deponent states Cooshea Maloo liad confessed having borne false witness 
against the Dewan, and, with expressions of great sorrow, lamented his having 
done so. 

Mr. Shakespear, in his minute 11th May, observes: “ In regard to the 
“ Dewan’s servant, the omission of so material a circumstance as being witness 
“ to their first interview with the Dewan cannot fail to excite in the mind of 
“ any one accustomed to sift Native evidence, a suspicion that he was brought 
“ forward to fill up a link in the chain of swearing against the Dewan, which, 
“ without his evidence, might have been insufficient.” In Cooshea Maloo, 
the Commission view a corrohoralive and trustworthy witness, whose evidence 
rendered tlie strict cross-examination of the Native officers unnecessary. It 
was the evidence of this person that induced the Commission to make the 
following observation. “ We consider that the two interviews at the Dewan’s 
“ liouse have been corroborated in a most extraordinan/f and as regards the 
“ Native officers, we may almost providential manner." 

Pnrsusham corroborated some of the statements of the Native officers, to the 
extent of their having been at his house with Uiitajce, and their having gone 
out disguised in cloaks, wliich they had put on in his shop. 

Anund Bhntt, or Uutajee, the Commission represent to be “ an intriguing 
“ Brahmin of the worst character.” His relations state, that they cannot trust 
him, and avoid him. He was proved to be a common cheat, and a thief. As a 
witness, as it might be expected underthesc circumstances, he would tell one story, 
and then another. The Conlmis^ioa observe, “he prevaricates by the hour;” and 

he 


* BalJajee Punt Natoo. 
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hfei concludes by declaring himself to be the sole author of the plot; that all SATTARA 
tha representations he had made to the Native officers were false; that what PM’RKS. 
he had stated before the Commission to have taken place at the Dewan’s and onjirecio^ 
at. the Raja’s was also false; and that he did take the Soobadars to those b April 184»). 
places to make their salaam, and for no other purpose, having previously Dissent, 
denied that he had taken them either to the Dewan’s or to the Raja’s. 

But what can be more conclusive against the evidence on this charge, than 
the valuable minute of Mr. Shakespear, dated 11th May 1837? He denounces 
the whole of the evidence : he looks “ in vain for any thing tangible or solid, 

‘'ill the shape of proof, for his mind to rest upon:” moreover, he cannot 
understand on what principle the Commission abstained from cross-examining 
the Native officers, as to the discrepancies in their original depositions compared 
with those given before them. The (’ommission feebly vindicate their conduct 
in omitting this indispensable process in all inquiries, and only display tlidr 
lamentable incompetency to the duties entrusted to them. 

In a word, then, as to the charges against the Raja. On the first charge, 
that of tampering with the Native officers, the highly judicial mind of Mr. 

Shakespear lias stamped the whole of the proceedings before the Committee 
as inconsequential and worthless ; and, on a recent occasion, a member of that 
very Commission publicly declared his lasting sorrow, that he had not protested 
against its report.* * * § 

On the second charge, independently of the opinion of the Governor Gene¬ 
ral before adverted to, on the incredible extravagance of the Goa intrigue, 
another iVJomber of the Council, after an elaborate exposure of the evidence, 
is umlcr tlie necessity of making an important admission. “ If,” says Mr. 

Robertson, ” the case stood by itself, it might be questionable in how far it 
“ coiilil ^le considered conclusive; but, taken in conjunction with the others 
“ now before us, it cannot be denied that it brings a vast accession to the body 
“ of proof on record against the Raja of Sattara.”t It will be, obvious, that 
the ojiiuion of Mr. Robertson, thus conditionally put, is not of the less value ; 
lor it v.as Ills province, as a judge, to take each case by ilscJfj to separate and 
define the merits of each, and not to confound them. The inference, from his 
manner of stating his opinion, undoubtedly is, that he held the charge in 
question not established by itself. 

'I’iie third charge, of correspondence with tlic cx-Raja of Nagpore. Really 
the mere siatcmeni of these charges defies all gravity; it is satisfactorily disposed 
of bv the Governor General on the 2d October 1837. 

When the estimate of the Raja’s character, entertained no long while since 
by tile IJritish Government, is called to mind, it is difliciilt to believe, cither 
that lie could have descetuied so rapidly from his acknowledged virtue, or been 
treated as he has been. In 1829 the Court are “ impressed with a highly 
“ favourable opinion of the administration of the Raja of Sattara. He appears 
” to bo remarkable among the princes of India for his mildness, frugality, 

” and attention to business; to be sensible of what he owes to the British 
” Governtnent, and of the necessity of maintaining a good understanding vvith 
“ it; nor does he, in his intercourse with your officers, furnish any grounds of 
” complaint, except an occasional manifestation of that jealousy of our con- 
“ trolling power, which it can hardly be expected that any Native princes, 

“ however well disposed to us, should entirely siippress.”t 

Again.§ “ The information which your records .supply, as to the procccd- 

“ iiigs of the Raja of Sattara, continues to confirna the highly favourable 
“ opinion we had formed of bis disposition and of his capacity for Govern- 
“ ment. 

“ His administration of a certain jaghcer is described as having been distitl- 
“ guished for good sense and disinterestedness. His conduct to the dependent 
“ Jagheerdars was just and conciliatory; and in his general government, while 

“he 

* General Lodwick’s speech at the India-llouse on the Sattara debate. 

f Mr. llobertsDii's minute, 8th Marcli 1838. 

J 1‘uiitical Letter to llombay, 19ih August 1829. 

§ Political Letter to Uombay, 2l8t September 1831. 
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SAITARA “ he appears to liave seldom stood in need of your advice, he seems to liave 
PAPERS. <« been duly sensible of its value, on the few occasions when it was offered. - 
Court ofoTrectors, “ respect to your suggestion, that we should confer upon his Higliness 
; 8 April 1840. ’ “ some testimonial of our sense of the public spirit and liberality by which he 
? Dis!!ciit. “ is distinguished among the Native princes of India, it is for you to inform li's 
I; “ what it should be.” • 

f' With reference to an account drawn up by Colonel Robertson, then Resi¬ 

dent atSattara, which exhibited the Raja in a most favourable light, the Court 
observe :t “ He appears to be most attentive to business, superintending every 
“department of his government without the aid of a minister. Me confines 
“ his own expenses, and those of all under him, within fixed limits. He pays 
“all his establishments with perfect regularity; but when, in any year, his 
“ resources are inadequate to his fixed expenses, a rateable reduction is made 
“ from all allowances, not excepting his own. When he requested your opinion 
“ on a project for laying a tax upon rent-free lands, his views appear to have 
“ extended no further than the subjecting the owners of those lands to the 
“ same rateable reduction, for the purpose of meeting defalcations of revenue, 
“ to which all his officers and he himself are subject. However, the measure, 
“ even thus limited, would have been a breach of faith ; and as your advice 
“ was asked, you were bound to discountenance it. We should liave regretted 
“ if a prince, whose administration is a model to all Native rulers, hail been 
“ guilty of any infringement of the proprietary rights of a large class of hi.s 
“ subjects. By his frugal and careful management, tlie Baja has kept free 
“ from debt; and as he docs not accumulate, he is enabled to expend large 
“ suras in liberality and in the improvement of his country. We have read 
“ with great pleasure the following passage from Lieutenant-Colonel Robertson’s 
“ despatch ; ‘ He also maintains a well-regulated school at Sattara, in which 
“ ‘ he has teachers of great respectability, both as to cliaracter and attiiimnents. 
“‘This seminary was closely examined in all its details, last .October, by a 
“ ‘ very competent judge, the Reverend Mr. Steven.son, of the Scottish Mission, 

“ ‘ who, 1 am happy to say, expressed the highest satisfaction with it, and did 
“ ‘ not scruple to say, he considered it a far more useful establishment than the 
“ ‘ college at Poona. In this seminary hi.s Highness teaches Mahratta, .Sanscrit, 
“‘and the .sciences usually taught, in that tongue, Persian, and English, .as 
“ ‘ well as arithmetic, surveying, and other kinds of knowledge useful in tlie 
“ ‘transaction of public business. In this school his Highness has a number of 
“ ‘youths of his own caste and relations of his (whose forelathcrs despised all 
“ ‘ such tuition) training up for his public service, and this is one of tlie causes 
“ ‘ why the Brahmins arc hostile to him.’ 

“It appears to us,” the Court continue, “just and right, that you should 
“ from lime to time signify to the Raja, not only your own, but our high .satis- 
“ faction at his public conduct and the excellence of his administiatioti.” 

On Wednesday, tlie 22d July 1835, it was “ Resolved, that having had 
“ reference to the letter from Bombay in the Political Departnumt, dated the 
“ 1st January last, in respect to the description of testimonial that would be 
“ most acceptable to the Raja of .Sattara as a mark of the Court’s sense of Ids • 
“ cotulucf, the Chairman and Deputy-Chairman be requested to purchase a 
“ sword suitable to the occasion, and that a communication be made to the 
“ Bombay Government on the subject, at the period of sending out the sword, 

“ accompanied by a letter from tlie Court, to be presented to the Raja. 

“ That, in framing such letter, it be declared, that this mark of distinction 
“ is founded, not solely on the public spirit evinced byihe Raja in the con-. 

“ struciion of roads and the execution of other public works, as suggested by' 

“ the Government of Bombay, but on the general and distinguished merits of 
“ his Highness’s administration, which .so justly entitle Idm to applause, as 
“ well as on the liberality which lie has displayed in disbursing his private 
funds for public purposes.” 

On the 21)tli December 1835, the following letter was addressed to the 
Raja: . (c Your 

• Political T.cUer toBombay, llth June 1834. 
t Political Letter tol.’oni. :iy, ii6tb September 1834; 
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** Your Highness: hATTARA v 

We have been highly gratihed by the information fi-oivi time to time RAt’EKS. 

“ transmitted to us by our (Jovernraent, on tlie subject of your Highness’s tWt oTTiii-cctor 
“►exemplary fulfilment of the duties of that elevated situation in which it has 8 April 1840. 
** pleased Rrovidence to place you. Dissent. 

A course of conduct so suitable to your Highness’s exalted station, and 
“ so well calculated^ to promote the prosperity of your dominions and the 
“ happiness of your people, as that which you have wisely and uniformly 
“ pursued, while it reflects the highest honour on your character, has imparted 
“ to our minds the feelings of unqualified satisfaction and pleasure. .The 
“ liberalitj', also, which you have displayed, in executing, at your own cost, 

“ various public works of great utility, and which has so justly raised your 
“ reputation in the eyes of the princes and people of India, giyes you an 
“ additional claim to our approbation, respect, and applause. 

“ Impressed with these sentiments, the Court of Directors of the East- 
“ India Company have unanimously resolved to transmit to you a sword, 

“ which will be presented to you through the Government of Bombay, and 
“ which, we trust, you will receive with satisfaction, as a token of their high 
“ esteem and regard. 

“ With sincere wishes for your health and prosperity, we subscribe ourselves, 

“ in the name of tiie Court, 

“ Your Highness’s most faithful friends, 

(vSigned) “ W. S. Clarke, Chairman, 

, “ ,J. R. Caunac, Deputy.” 

It is ivainful to add, tliat botli letter and sword remain in store at Bombay. 

Howeveiv, on the 22d November 1837, a period of nearly two years from the 
lime that the Court could not control their redundant admiration, and when 
they projiosed to convey their “ esteem and regard,” through the ill-omened 
token of a sword, a term, moreover, of sixteen months from the explosion of 
the plot, they again take occasion to express the pleasure they feel from the 
Resident’s reports of tlie poor Raja’s administration of his jagliccrs. Anti 
here end the laudatory effusions of the fickle Court. But why were not the 
sword and letter sent? Tlie resolution was dated in July 1885, and the letter 
in December of that year, whereas the plot was not brought out until .hdy 
1836, seven montlis after the letter had been written. If it be wortli while to 
speculate, at this time of day, on the jirobable effect that the presentation of 
such a testimonial and the expression of such glowing attachment might 
have had upon the Raja, at the time that he was aggrieved by the continued 
infliction of wrong, and the almost studied neglect of his complaints, one 
might venture to utlirm, that such proofs of respect would at once have soothed 
his injured feelings; nay more, they might have foiled the schemes of his 
enemies, by showing that he still enjoyed the favour of the Government; and 
more than all, we might have lieen spared the intolerable stigma, that the 
friendless and persecuted, but bold and independent llaja, bad been deposed, 
not for his crimes, but because he had dared, in assertion of his innocence, to 
reject the humiliating terms proposed to liim. Det it never be forgotten in 
the narrative of this painful case, that the first aggressors were the British 
Government in the question of the Jagheerdars. The Governor tells the Court, 
that the llaja refused to sign the conditions by reason of his repugnance to 
tile treaty ; that this was the stumbling-block. But this position is wholly 
untenable. The Raja insisted, that the Company had, in breach of Mr. 

Elpiiinstone’s treaty, wrongfully deprived him of his jagheeis. He demanded 
the adherence of the Government to its obligations: his claims were repeatedly" 
put forward, founded alone on the treaty. Is it fair, then, to infer, that he 
sought to weaken the only grounds on wliich those claims rested, or to abrogate 
the charter by which he held his territory? The Raja’s rights, asserted by 
those most competent to judge of them, and fully admitted by the Home 
Authorities, were pertinaciously resisted by the Bombay Government, whiigt 
all his appeals were unheeded, his grievances aggravated by delay, and still 
more deeply embittered by witliholding from him the despatch which conveyed 
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*1 SATTARA the sanction to his claims. It was such a course of proceeding as this that 
PAPERS. constituted, in eflFect, a breach of the treaty by the British Government, more 
Court of Director! , decided and tangible than any they sought to fix upon the helpless Raja, by 
8 April 1840. the imputation of the most incredible schemes. 

Dissent. Finally. I object to this dcspatcii, because no sufficient grounds appear for 

deviating from the just and proper conclusions entertained by the Court down 
to the 13th June 1838. 

We then gave it as our “ decided opinion, that it would be not only a waste 
“ of time, but seriously detrimental to the character of our Government, to 
“ carry on any further inquiry in the matter j” and nothing has since occurred 
to induce us to alter that opinion, though, unhappily, much has happened to 
cast a shade upon our British name. 1 should not feel satisfied, if I did not 
deprecate, with all the earnestness of which 1 am capable, the manner in which 
evidence has been obtained in this case. iSome latitude, undoubtedly, should 
be allowed to functionaries, in employing means to detect and thwart the 
machinations of political enemies; but it must be admitted, that these means 
ought to be adapted to the character of the nation for whose safety it is 
intended to provide. It cannot, surely, be necessary to resort to the inter¬ 
cepting of letters, for preserving the empire of this country in India in the 
commanding position it occupies. 

The nervous apprehension that could extract danger from a peaceful pil¬ 
grimage to Mecca* may be endured and pitied j but the zeal of the officer, 
who mistakes the true dignity of his country, ought to be checked and 
reproved. 

A mass of fiction, as I verily believe, consisting of letters not proved to be 
authentic, of seals and ciphers forged, of oral evidence obtained under every 
suspicion of undue influence, of partnerships contracted w’ith bankers and 
false entries made in their books—every artifice, in short, that the great 
cunning, great ability, deep personal interest, and inveterate hatred of Ballajec 
Punt Natoo, and his ignoble instrument, Appa Sahib, could employ, has been 
directed against the devoted prince; and these, on the other hand, have been 
assisted in their fatal effects by the weak credulity of every member of the 
two Governments abroad. 


(Signed) John Foiibes. 

India-1 louse, 

8th April 1840. 


Court of Directors 
24 April 1840. 


AT A COURT OF DIRECTORS. 
Held on Friday, the 24//t April 1840, 


A letter from N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., a member of this Court, submitting 
a paper of observations, in support of the view taken by the Court in their 
despatch to the Government of India in the Political department, dated the 
1st April, No. 15, of 1840, reviewing the proceedings of the Bombay Govern¬ 
ment connected with the deposition of the Raja of Sattara, was read. 


TO THE HONOURABLE THE COURT OF DIRECTORS, 

&c. kc. &c. 

Honourable Sirs: 

• The. unusual importance of the decision lately passed by your Honourable 
Court on the proceedings of the Government of Bombay relative to the Raja 
of Sattara, the sensation which the case of that unfortunate and misguided 

prince 

V TTie Resident states, that 8yud Meer and Ibrahim, in addition to the representations with 
which they were charged to the English Government, took with them a Persian paper to be taken 
to* the Russians. It is also stated as a very remarkable fact, that immediately after the receipt of 
the 10,0Uil rupees by Syud Meer in September 1837, he appears to have Bombay, ostensibly 
for Mecca, and that he is now reported to be in Europe. 



prince has excited in the public mind, and the probability of a further agita- SATTAttA / 
tion of the question of his dethronement, have created a desire, on my part, to PAPERS. 
place upon record a statement of the view which I take of the merits of that court ofDirecwf 
question, and the considerations which led me to concur in the opinion of the 24 , April 18*0.^ 
majority of the Honourable Court. : ^ 

• I accordingly lake the liberty of submitting for your perusal and for record , /: 5 

' the accompanying paper of observations, trusting that the peculiarity of the 
oconsion will acquit me of undue presumption, in thus drawing your atten> v 

tion to the result of^that anxious and deliberate attention which, as a member 
of your Honourable Court, it has been my duty to bestow on this particularly 
interesting and important subject. 

1 have the honour to be, Honourable Sirs, 

Your most obedient faithful servant. 


India-House, 
20 th April 1840. 


(Signed) N. B. Edmonstone. 


OBSERVATIONS IN THE CASE OF THE RAJA OF SATTARA. Oljscrviition 

1 . For the juirpose of forming a correct judgment on the question of the 
Raja of Sattara’s deprivation of his sovereignty, recently decided by the Court, 
it seems necessary to acquire, in the first instance, a just and accurate notion 
of his true ])osition relatively to the British Government, and comparatively 
with that of other states and principalities in alliance or connection with that 
GoveriKuent (such, for instance, as Hyderabad, Guzerat, the Rajpoot States, 

Oude, and other anciently established dominions); because the state of Sattara 
has hefn treated as on a footing with these, and the Raja has been repre- 
•sented a*s having succeeded to his hereditary dominion in the character of the 
•lineal dc.scendant of the great Sevajee, the Ibunder of what was termed the 
Mahratta empire. 

2 . I consider the principality of Sattara to be in a situation essentially differ¬ 
ent from all other principalities or states with which we are connected by 
subsidiary or protective engagements. The latter were anciently established 
dominions or chiefships. We negotiated with their heads, as parties already in 
the possession of territory, and in the exercise of authority; excepting, how¬ 
ever, the Raja of Mysore, whose case, though in one re.spect analogous to that 
of the Raja of Sattara, both having been excluded from power and kept in 
confinement by tiie usui 7 )ers of their ancestorial .sovereignt}', yet differs in this 
material point, that tite former was declaredly placed by us in the actual en¬ 
joyment of his hereditary title and dominion, from both of which the latter was 
jtrofessedly and guardedly excluded. 

3 . The ])riucipality of Sattara had 110 existence antecedently to the forma¬ 
tion of the treaty witli the Raja. By the sul)ver.sion of the Peishwa’s power, 
his territorial possessions, of whicli the territories now composing the state of 
Sattara formed a part, together with all - the rights of sovereignty and supre¬ 
macy which he exercised, tlevolved upon us. The Mahratta federative compact 
was dissolved; the nominal supremacy of the imprisoned descendant of Seva¬ 
jee was virtually extinguished; the materials which formerly constituted the 
Mahratta empire were dissipateci. The full extent of the Raja’s claim upon 
the justice, and even the liberality, of the British Government might have been 
satisfied by a stipend or a jagheer: its policy awarded to him a dominion; 
under special restrictions however, having specilically for object to guard 
against the assumption of that titular supremacy to which he still considered 
himself to possess an hereditary claim. 

4 . It was of primary importance, with reference not only to the state of af- 
fairs under the recent subversion of the Peishwa’s power, but also to future 
contingent events, to extinguish, as far as possible, in the minds of the Mah- 
ratta chiefs, noble.s and people, every hope of the revival of the Mahratta 

5 C federation, 




''8ATTAHA 
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-^urtof UiFectorS) 
24 April 1810, 
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federation, through the instrumentality of a nominal representation of its former 
head, to whom they might, in a favourable crisis of affairs, look as a rallying 
point.* The disposition, therefore, which Raja Pertaub Sing, at the period of 
his liberation, and during the negotiation which preceded the treaty, so deci. 
dedly manifested, to maintain the titular supremacy which had descended to 
him from his ancestor,t and which was nominally recognised boih by the 
Peishwa and the other branches of tlie federation, imlicated the imcessily of 
providing against it by special guards in tlie treaty.t Accordingly, ambng 
other restrictions, it is expressly declared in the fifth artidJo, that even atiy in¬ 
tercourse on his part with foreign powers, or with sirdars, jagheerdars, cliiefs, 
and ministers, not rendered by the treaty subject to his authority, will involve 
the forfeiture of the dotniiiion then conferred on him. 

5. The dominion, therefore, to which the Raja became elevated on his 
liberation, was not, as 1 have set out witli observing, that of a pre-existing 
state, to the sovereignly of which he succeeds by hereditary title. It was the 
absolute creation of the Rritish power: it was the dominion of a tract of terri¬ 
tory gratuitously, but conditionally, granted to Raja l^ertaub Sing, in conside¬ 
ration (as expressed in the preamble of the treaty) of the antiquity of his hotise, 
and for the maintenance of his family in comfort and dignity, 'fhe treaty 
formed with him was not, like onr other treaties, made with the nctuul or re¬ 
cognised chief of a state. It made him such; and it denounced the forfeiture 
of his dominion, if he should at any time break through certain specified restric¬ 
tions, dcchu-cd to be fundamental. 

G. No such provision could find admittance into ordinary treaties contracted 
with the chiefs of established states. Nothing can warrant their deposal, and 
consequent forfeiture of territory, but acts which imparted to the oilier con¬ 
tracting power the rights of war. In the one case, it is the resumption of a 
gift, in consequence of a breach of certain specific conditions, even though not 
amounting to actual hostility, yet on the observance of which the continuance 
of the agreement was declared to depend: in the other, it is the dissolution of 
the tics of amity, and the consequent annihilation of the alliance by the hosti¬ 
lity of one of the contracting parties. In one case, we resume wlut was our 
own, in consequence of an abuse of the gift; in the otlier, we acipiire, under 
the rights of legitimate war, a territory wliich was not before in onr possession. 
The Raja of Sattara, therefore, might justly lose his dominion by acts sliort of 
those which would warrant the deposal of one of our allies. 

7. The question, then, is reduced simply to this. lias, or lias not, the 
Raja violated the fundamental article of the treaty, both literally ami essen¬ 
tially, by maintaining an intercourse with parties coming under the descrqition 
of tiiosc specified in that article, and by conducting himself, in tliis icspect, in 
a spirit subversive of the object for which its restrictions were imposed on him ? 

The 


* The llaja of Sattara one of the several prinres and cliiefs, wlio arc named a<i parlies to the 
hostile confederacy developed by die eraissuries wiio were apprehended within the territoiies of 
Madias 111 the year 1838. He is represented as “ aiiiiin^; at the re-cstablisimient of the Mahratta 
“ dominion in its pristine slate,” and the part to be immediately acted by him at the outbreak of 
the conspiracy was the reduction of Niigpore, on the throne of which state Appa Sahib was to be 
replaced, lie was, moreover, stated to be in correspondence with the Raja of Joudports one of the 
specified coiifeder.ites inidcr whose protection Appa Sahib was residing, and to he the channel of 
ciimniuiiicatiun, also, between Mubuurik-oo-dowluh of Hyderabad (an aJlcgcd active instrument in 
the formation of the conspiracy) and the Raja of Juudpore. 

J’ulr report from the principal Collector and Magistrate of Nellore to the Government of Madras, 
dated 11th and 15th December 1838, part of the Kuriioul papers, 

I do not adduce the above as facts acinully established against the Raja of Sattara; Uiey stand, 
however, at least upon the same grounds of credibility as the accusations against the other specified 
parties. 1 advert to them, as being particularly apposite to the observation contained in this part 
of tlie text, 

f About ninety years have elapsed since the Peishwa, in the time of tlie first Sahoo Raja, became 
dvfacto the sovereign of the Mahratta empire. 

} With the knowledge of this strong bias in the Raja’s mind, it is to be regretted that Sattara, 
the metropolis of the empire under the dominion of Sevajee and his successors, was selected to be 
the capital of Raja Pertaub Sing. That location naturally assimilated with, and fostered bis ambi¬ 
tious pretensions. 
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guards against the future, and a breach of those restrictions was therefore de- Court of Dlrect^- 
ciared, and properly declared, to incur the forfeiture of the Raja’s conditional a* April Wl®.’’ 
dominion. The British Government was no longer bound by the obligations Obsexvationf- 

wiiicli it gratuitously took upon itself when it conferred this new dominion 
upon the Raja, than while he should continue to act in accordance with the 
character, in which only he was permitted to enter into engagements with that 
Government. 

8. Although, before his liberation, kept a close prisoner at Sattara, and 
subjected, even in a greater degree than his predecessors, to privations and 
indignities,! he was permitted to retain all the outward forms of oriental sove¬ 
reignty, and all the mockery of homage was observed towards him. Under 
these circumstances, the Raja not unnaturally cherished the wildest and most 
extravagant notions of his importance, which, in spite of every ]>recaution, 
accompanied him on his elevation to the dominion of Sattara. 

f). When the llaja was liberated from his confinement in the PcLshwa’scamp 
by the result of the battle of Aslitee, and seated on the throne of Sattara, (’ap- 
tain Giant was appointed to be the Resident at his Court, and was vested with 
the temporary charge of the territory constituting the Raja’s principalily. In 
the Inst ructions issued to Ihar officer, on that occasion, for the guidance of his 
conduct ill the administration of the Governroent of the country, he was par- 
ticulaiiy directed to do all in his power to subdue the Raja’s extravagant pre- 
teusiuns, and to impress upon his mind the most decided understanding, that 
it was not intended to revive, even in name, the empire of Sevajee, but to create 
for him a new and separate state. 

10. ^^'Iien the treaty was concluded some time afterwards, the Raja was per¬ 
mitted t(.> assume the Government, hut under the strict superintendence and 
control of the Resilient. The Raja took frequent occasion to express his 
gratitude to the British Government for the benefits conferred on him, .and his 
determination to be guided in every thing by its wishes, whenever ho should 
be roheveil from tlie control under which he exercised his authority, and an 
assurance that he would never adopt any measures of importance without 
ohtnining tlic assent of the Resident. 

11. 'fliis manirestution of a sincere desiie to conduct himself in accordance 
with l!ie true s|)irit of the treaty, combined with the talents which he had dis¬ 
played, and the experience he had acquired, indicated to the British Govern¬ 
ment, that the time had arrived when the restraints under which he had acted 
migiit safely be removed; and, accordingly, on the 5th April 18*22, the 
anniversary of his instalment in the principality of Sattara, he was ibnually 
vested with the uncontrolled administration of his affairs. 

12. The record of transactions, and the correspondence of the successive 
Residents, liowcver, show that the Raja never did, in fact, abandon the pre¬ 
tensions .against which so much pains were taken to •guard. It was not very 
long after taking the management of the country into his own hands, that he 
exhibited by overt acts his assumption of flic character and functions of titular 
head of the Mahrattas, and violated the reslrictions expressly framed to restrain 
such assumption. That the conduct of the Raja, in these respects, was regarded 
by the successive Residents as of a nature to lead to the loss of his dominion, 
is shown by the warnings which each of them had occasion to give him. 

Colonel Briggs, in making known to Govermncntceilaiu reports he hail received 

of 

* It may be proper to explain, that I hero refer to what constitutes a breach of the spirit a$ 
well as the letter, and is opposed to" tlie object of tlic restrictions of the fifth article of llic treaty, 
which may be quite consistent with intrigues, such as those in question, too absurd to create danger 
or to produce mischief, however designed iiy the p-urtics engaged in them. 

i The cause of this additional restraint was an attempt, on the ]>iirt of Ids immediate predecessor, 
shortly before his death, to assert his authority as head of the Maliratta state. He escaped from 
Sattara and placed liimsuif at tlie head of a body of troops which he had found means to assemble, 
but was defeated and captured, aud replaced in confinement. 
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of the Raja’s secret communications with the Raja of Koiapore (at a time when 
the local Government was in a state of collision with that chief), and of his 
encouraging some of the Jagheerdars in their apparent disposition to recognise 
his siij)remacy, writes prophetically ol' the tendency of his proceedings to pro¬ 
duce the calamity which has actually fallen upon him j for, after adverting to 
the above stated information, he adds: 

“ These reports are very likely to be true. They need, howovev, create lio 
“ suspicion in thamind of the Government as to the fidelity and attachment 
“ of the present Raja, who, I most sincerely believe, has too much goa<l sense 
“ ever to be engaged, directly or indirectly, in a war with this Government. 
“ He is, hoxvevcr, cxlrcnvdy ieiiacious of his prerogative, and 'will every day more 
“ and more resist our control. He has lately beenjlattered by those around him 
“ with an erroneous estimate of his own importance, and he has dearly evinced 
“ strong inclinations to extend bis connexions beyond the limits prescribed by 
“ treaty. It '■will be fortunate, perhaps, for his Highness himseff, if event-, afford 
“ to the liombay Government an early opportunity to give him timely 'warning, or 
“ J should be very apprehensive that he may succeed in involving himself in secret 
“ communications tdlh those who may, at some future period, provoke the resent- 
“ ment of Government, when it is likely a dcvelopynent oj' a sysfmi pi' intrigue 
“ with his Highness may take place, 'which will altogether shake our < onfidence, 
“ and may tend to his ultimate ruin.” 

13. A representation on the subject of these intrigues liaving Itecu subse¬ 
quently made to the Raja by the Honourable Mr. Elpliinstone, Ihiough the 
As.sistaut and then Acting Resident, Mr. William Sfmson, the Kaja earuosily 
denied the truth of them, renewing, at the same time, his professions of grat i¬ 
tude and attachment to the nriii.sh Government; and he was informc l, in 
a'eply, that the British Government derived entire satisfaction liotn his assu¬ 
rances, and that the communication had been made to him only to g.fard him 
agamstthc risk of being insensibly drawn into a neglect of the article of'the treaty 
restricting his intercourse with foreign chiefs, and not Ironi any suspicion of his 
harbouring unfriendly designs. 

14. It appears from the correspondence, that when the Goa intrigue was 
made known to the Resident, Colonel (now- Major (loneral) Robertson, that 
officer, although he attached no importance to the intrigue itself (no doubt 
from its manifest absurdity), aiul eniertained no suspicion of any hostile designs 
on the part of the Kaja, yet deemed it proper to rejueseut its impropriety to 
the Raja, with the warning, that the proscculiun of it would invoh'e him hi gnat 
difficulty, and be the ruin of the Mnharaj and the raj : and a similar warning 
was suhsetjueiitly conveyed to him by (feneral Robertson’s successor. Colonel 
(now Major General) Lodvvick, w’ho intimated to him that the of luijee 
Row would be his own. 

15. The view which I have taken of the essetitial difference between tlie re¬ 
lative position of the Raja ©f Sattara, arul of that of the otiter chiefs of ancient 
states connected with usby treaty, showing that the former might pnrsuo a course 
of conduct warranting the resumption of iheprincipality conferred on him, wliich 
on the part of any one of the latter, would not justify the measure of his deposal, 
appears to be strongly supported by the alrovc-rccited proceedings of' the .seve¬ 
ral Residents, and of the Government itself, each of those authorities having 
announced to the Raja the loss of his dominion, as the eventual consequence 
of a perseverance in the conduct ascribed to him, simultaneously with a declared 
conviction of the sincerity of his attachment. Those procccding.s, thcrefurc, 
involve the support of this position, that the Raja incurred the forfeiture ot 
his dominion, if he assumed and acted upon preten.sion.s not consistent with the 
character iji which alone he was recognised as the tiead of the slate of Sattara, 
and expressly guarded against by the restrictive provisions of the treaty, irre¬ 
spective of the intrinsic quality of the acts emanating from and establishing the 
fact of such assumption. 'I’hat he did assume such pretensions, has been 
conclusively shown by the record of events and transactions; and that he vio¬ 
lated the letter of the restrictions of the fifth article, declared to be iunda- 

• ' mental 
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mental, and to tlic breacli of which was annexed the forfeiture of his dominion, 
is unquestionable, and indeed is not denied by himself: he only strives to vin¬ 
dicate it. 

lb. The vast mass of evidence, the result of the laborious and extensive 
investigations pursued under the authority of the local (iovernment, has 
demonstrated, beyond the possibility of doubt, the actual prosecution of 
intfigues, through the agency of some of the Raja’s confidential servants, of a 
character hostile fb the British Government. Their extreme folly and 
absurdity take nothing from the guilt of the parties concerned in them ; as 
has been argued by the late Sir Robert Grant, in his minute of th(^5tii of May 
1838. Of the Raja’s knowledge and tacit approval, if not his active 
encouragement of them, as little doubt can, in my ojiinion, be entertained. 
It seems to me to be utterly impossible, that such proceedings as are disclosed 
bi' the voluminous documents on the subject, carried on for a course of years 
by parties, two of whom, at least, were the Raja’s most confidential com¬ 
panions and advisers, could have been unknown to him. Two successive 
Governors of Bombay and the members of their Council, and the Governor 
(iencral of India and tiic members of his Council also (with the partial 
exception of one of the latter, who, from the habit of thinking di'iived from 
his anterior course of public service, applied the test of strict judicial process 
to some of tlie charges), have recorded tlieir entire conviction of the Raja’s 
participation ; which, indeed, appears to be irrefragably demonstrated, by the 
elaborate and able minutes both of the late Governor of Bombay and tlie 
pre'sent Governor, Sir James Rivett (’arnac, the bias of wliose feelings and 
wishes must have been strongly in favour of his exoneration from the charge. 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Court of Direct* 
24 April 184( 

Observation* 


17 . The confidence expressed by every Resident at the Raja’s Court, and by 
the Goi’criiment itself, in his professed attachment and gratitude to tlie power 
which transferred him from a prison to a throne, would seem strongly to 
oppose the belief of his being a participator in the wretched and preposterous 
intrigues carried 011 in his name; but there is evidence sufficient to show, that 
his attachment had become materially impaired by the resistance ojiposed to 
his pretensions to the exorcise of ancestorial sujirematy, as manifested in his 
controversies witli the Bombay Government on the suhjeot of the Jaglicerilars, 
and his gratitude might lose iniicli of its force and innuence, from finding tlie 
object of liis ruling jiassion so systemalically thwarted ; wliilst, under a know¬ 
ledge of the ever-existing elements of convulsion in India, a latent refiectioii 
may have jiossessed his mind, that anotlier ol' those frequent critical con¬ 
junctures, on the precarious issue oJ’ which the preservation of our power 
depended, might favour the realization of his dreams of ancestorial grandenr. 

18. It is alleged, however, that tlie Raja has hcen eondonined on ca-p'O /c 
evidence, and not even had an opportunity of defending himself against the 
speeilit; charges brought against him. But I maintain that this is a political, 
not a judicial question. Iiid'erenccs between states, involving the issues of 
peace or war, or the tbrfeitnre of the dominion of a dependi'iit cliieti cannot 
be placed on the footing of a criminal trial in a court ol' juilicatiire. 'I’Ik'v 
arc not in a position to become subjeed to the operation of laws estab/islied liir 
the dispensation of justice between individuals. No tribunal exists, and none 
can be formed, (vf a nature (lualilied to ascertain and aj)}>ieeiate the merits of 
a cause in %’hich ruling jiowcrs are the pariie.s, and into which political eii- 
ciimsianees and con.siderations so hirg^ely enter as they do in the jirescnt ease. 
It is inconsistent with all principle and all ])iactice, for a great anti jiaramouni 
state, such as that of the British Govennnent in India, to submit the ailjiist- 
ment ol' its political rights to tiic jutlgmeut of a subordinate trilmiial. The 
ctjuiiy of declaring the Raja’s Ibrleiturc of his dominion turns not uptm 
judicial, but upon political points, arising out of tlie provisions of a treaty. 
Although, under the scnipulons requirements of a court of justice lor tlie 
legal conviction of an accused party, the Raja was acquitted of the .specific 
charges brouglit against him before any tribunal constituted for the trial of 
the case, this would not aflect the justness of his dcposal. The firmest nnd 
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best founded conviction of his having actually been a party to the alleged 
intrigues, and his infraction of the terms of the treaty, is consistent with such 
an acquittal, and on political grounds is amply sufficient to justify his dcjiiiva- 
tion of a dominion, which he lailed to exercise in conformity to its fundamental 
conditions. 

19. This question has, however, beeii ablj' argued in the minutes of the 
chief authorities in India, wlio, I think, have conclu.sively shown, not only'the 
inexpediency, but the inefficiency of the suggested procedure, and the practical 
evil and embarrassment unavoidably attending it, whatever might be the result 
of the invesftgation. 

QO. Finally, I must maintain, that in ])olitical question.s involving the rights, 
interests, ami conduct of its allies and dependents, the ruling power is the 
sole and proper judge, and that, in the case now under consideration, the 
Hritish Government was not required to put the Raja on his trial, and to be 
governed by the issue of it, butwas strictly justified in deciding, on the ground 
of recordcil and uudis|)uted facts, that by his conduct he had intrurred the 
Ibrfeiture of his dominion, and that it was placed under the absolute necessity 
of carrying that decision into effect, on his refusing to accede to the terms of 
a new treaty which, althougli it necessarily involved eitiier a direct or infe¬ 
rential acknowledgment of his iniseondiiet, yet only required him, in future, 
to'abide by the principles of his original agreement, the conditions of which 
he had failed to observe. 

(Signctl) N. 1). Edjionstom;. 

India-Ilon.se, 

20tli April ISIO. 
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A Idler sige.ed by IVilliam Astell, Esq.. William Stanley Clarke, JCscp, Sir 
Ilobeit (’anij/bell, iJart;., .f.'I’hornliill, Es(|., Henry Alexander, Es([., Sii'Ricii- 
aid Jenkins, Jolin Masterman, l'.s(|., Francis Warden, I''sq., ami Sir IJenrv 
Willock, mendiers of this Court, stating tliat, being desirous to place upon 
record a .stateiiidU of the considerations which led them to concur in the 
opinion of tlie majority' of the Court, on the j/roceedings of the (lovernmciit 
of Rombay relative to the Raja of Satiara, tliey have to expicss tlieir umpia- 
lified concurrence in the able expo,sition afforded by Mr. Eilinonslone of the 
merits of liiai imjtortant case, was read : 


Ho.NOUK.MiLE Silts : 

Equally desirous with our { ’olleague, Mr. Edinonstone, to jiiace upon record 
a statement of the considerations which led us to concur in the ojiinion of 
the majority of the Hononralile Court on the proceedings of the Goveriimenl 
of Hombtiy relative to the Raja of Sattara, we have, as the best modt! of aceom- 
plishing that object, to exjness our unqualified coticurreiice in the able expo¬ 
sition affordeil by Mr. Edinonstone of tlie merits of that iinjiortanl case. 

We have the honour to he, Honourable Sir.s, 

Your most obedient and faithful serva .s, 
(Signcil) W. Astjxe, 

W. S rAXEKy Cr.AKKE, 

RoHKKT CAMl'm'EL, 

J. Tiiormiili., 


East-Iiulia House, 
25 April 1840. 
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Held on Wednesday, the \3th Alny 18*1.0, 

A letter: from Russell Ellicc, Esq., dated the 7th instant, .. xpressing his 
unqualified concurrence in the able exposition afforded by Mr. Edmoustone of 
tlie merits of the case o( the Raja of .Sattara, wa.s read; 
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East^India House, 7th May iSKf, 

Honoimiaulk Stus; 

Being desirous of placing upon record a statement of the c•onsideratlon^ 
whicli led me to concur in the opinion of the majority of the Court on the 
inoceetlings of the Government of Bombay relative to the Raja of Sattara, f 
iiave, as the best mode of accomplishing that object, to express my untpialified 
coiuairrenci* in the able exjtosition afforded by my Colleague, Mr. Edrnonstone, 
of till* merits of that important ca.se. 

I have the honour to be. Honourable Sirs, 

Your most obedient and faithful servant, 

(Signed) i{i.:.ssEiJ, Eni-u i.. 

flic Honourable The Com t of Directors 
of the East-India Company . 
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